EDITORIAL

AN OPPORTUNITY

Much of the attention which the Phil-
ippine exhibit at the Golden Gate Ex-
position which opens in April will re-
ceive will be concentrated on that part
of the exhibit devoted to the mining in-
dustry.

The western United States in parti-
cular has followed keenly the progress
of mining in the Islands. Most of the
American engineers engaged in the ope-
ration of Philippine mines came from,
or had much of their training and ex-
perience, in one or more of the western
States. Much of the equipment and
supplies used in mining operations
here comes from Pacific coast manu-
facturers or agencies. San Francisco
is itself a center of mining and its res-
idents are mining-minded.

The Golden Gate exposition affords
an excellent opportunity to tell the
world—for the millions who will crowd
the Fair will be from all over the world
—about Philippine mining. It will be
a wonderful chance to put over the fact
that mining is on a sound basis here;
that our mining operations are care-
fully and efficiently supervised; that
the surface of mining in these Islands
has but been scratched, and that ore
reserves of the leading companies in-
sure continued operation at full capa-
city for years to come.
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The Chamber of Mines, the Bureau
of Mines, and the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment should work hand in hand in
the preparation of an exhibit which
will portray the true situation here.
Preliminary work now going on indi-
cates that the spirit of cooperation be-
ing shown between those three agencies
will result in a fine representation for
the Commonwealth’s most promising
industry.

A remarkable feature of the deve-
lopment of the mining industry in the
Philippines has been the fact that Ame-
rican capital has taken practically no
part in it. Attempts in the early days,
and in comparatively recent years, to
interest American financiers in Phil-

ippines gold mines, were unsuccessful.
Today, however, the remarkable
achievements of the past five years
have opened. the eyes of American
business to the possibilities they have
been overlooking. A number of leading
Philippines mining stocks will probably
be listed on the San Francisco Stock
Exchange this year, and thus an active
interest in our mining industry will be
developed in the United States.

If the mineral industry section of the
Philippine exhibit is properly pre-
pared, it will be of tremendous value
in stimulating interest in Philippine
mining-—and in making possible even
further growth and accomplishment
for the industry.

E. E Elser, Inc.

All Forms of Insurance
Telephone 2-24-28

P. O. Box 598

MANILA

=5

THE MARSMAN MASAZINE for Jenuary, 1939



