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er Manila area, but a growing 
demand for its seTvices in Lu
zon and the administraticn's 
r u r a 1 development program 
have brought about diversion 
of half of its capacity to Cen
tral Luzon. from Bacnotan, La 
Union, and the mining areas 
around Baguio. 

Under the Central Luzon 
electrification plan, the 60,000 
volt line to San Fernando, La 
Union, will be extended north
ward to Bacnotan, from where 
it will be availed of by the 
Cebu Portland Cement plant 
&nd the town itself. Seventeen 
Pangasinan towns will Rlso ben
efit from Ambuklao with the 
construction of a 60,000 volt 
line: to Dagupan city, by tap
pi·ng the line at Bauang, La 
Union. The · voltage will be 
reduced to 2,400 for Dagupan 
and Calasiao. Other Fangasi
nan towns that stand to ben
efit are Lingayen, Mangaldan, 
San Fabian, Manaoag, Pozor
rubio, Binalonan, Santa Bar
bara, San Carlos, Malasiqui, 
Urdaneta, Villasis, and Rosales. 

The 230,000 volt line from 
Ambuklao to Manila will be 
tdpped at Magalang, Pampan
ga, where it will cover Tarlac, 
ending in Santa Rosa, Nueva 
Ecija. From Tarlac, the follow
ing towns will be served: Ca
pas, Concepcion, Bamban, Ma
balacat, Gerona, Paniqui, and 
Moncada. The line at Maga
lang will serve Angeles, Porac. 
From Santa Rosa, Nueva Eci-
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ja, the towns of Gapan, San 
Isidro, Peiiaranda, Papaya, San 
Antonio and J aen will be pro
vided with electricity. A 69,000 
volt line will be constructed 
from Magalang to San Fernan
do, Pampanga, and from this 
capital, a line will be strung up 
all the way to Mariveles, with 
many Bataan towns along the 
way being served. 

Diesel generators will also be 
purchased to implement the 
Fower Demand development 
project. Under this plan, the 
National Powe· r Corporation 
will help the formation of dis
tril)uting companies in mumc1-
palities v.~hich are at present 
without electric service or with 
inadequate facilities. These 
generators will be rented to 
them on a non-profit actual 
cost of amortization and main
tenance basis. As soon as the 
power market has sufficiently 
developed to justify extension 
of transmission lines, the diesel 
generators will be moved to 
locations where other distribut
ing com pan i es ·are being 
formed. In this way, the invest
r:1ent of local capital i:n inde
pendently - owned distribution 
u.tilitie·s will be encouraged. 

T HE AMBUKLAO hydroelec-
tric plant draws its power 

from a major stream, the Agno 
river, which flows from its 
~ource on the southern slopes 
of Mt. Data, northwest of Ba
guio, between two great ran-
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ges of the Cordillera mountain 
from where it emerges into the 
Central Plain at San Manuel, 
f'angasirnm. By providing high 
r!ams at suitable locations along 
the river and storing the water 
in reservoirs, the river's flow 
can be regulated. Even the 
n.inimum flow can be increased 
immensely to attain a higher 
discharge all the year roun~ for 
the development power and for 
irrigation purposes. The output 
of this plant will affect fuel 
savings estimated at more than 
five million pe·sos yearly. Aside 
from making electricity avail
~ ble to Luzon consumers, it 
will also increase the dry sea
son flow of the Agno river, 
making it available for irriga
t'.on purposes. When the Agne 
river irrigation project is com
pleted, it will serve forty thou
sand hectares of rich agricul
tural land in Pang_asinan. 
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Seven plants will be estab
lished along the Agno river in 
!'Pries. The:: are Amh1.Jklao, 
with a 75,000 kilow"Jtt capa
c:ty, completed; Binga, with a 
100,000 kilowatt capacity, now 
under construe\ ion: ltogon, 
10,000 kilowatts; Tabu. 75,000 
kilowatts; Tayum, 45.000 kilo
watts; Kalipkip, 50,000 kilo
\'"Rtts; and Lubas, 75,000 kilo
watts. 

By 75,000-watt capacity is 
P-1eant that Ambuklao is capa
ble of generating that much 
C"nergy at any given time. The 
e11ergy is enough to burn one
million-and-a-half SO-watt bulbs 
for twenty hours. When com
p!eted, the seven plants will 
have an over-all total capacity 
of 430,000 kilowatts. 

T HERE ARE several prob-
lems to this rure1l electri

fication program. Fore m o st 
c-·mong these is the problem of 
financing the construction of 
transmission lines, sub-stations, 
and installation of wiring on 
every barrio home. This under
taking is estimated at P147 
million in the first nine provin
c:es that will benefit from Am
huklao's power. 
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Another problem is the ques
t:on of payment by prospec
tive barrio customers for wir
ing installations and electrical 
eppliances. A broad education
al program is necessary to in
form the rural people of the 
great benefits they will derive 
from using electricity. Not only 
will it be· used to light their 
homes, but also to run various 
machinery, like irrigation 
pumps and those which they 
would use for cottage indus
tries. A well informed rural po
pulation is also seen with the 
roming of electricity and the 
radio to the barrios. 

Also a problem is the man
agement of distribution of pow
er in various localities. In pla
ces where there are no electric 

plants or where no private busi
nessmen are willing to invest, 
the best solution seems to lie 
in the establishment of coope
ratives. An effective way must 
be found to bring the cost of 
electric service down to where 
the farmers can afford to use 
it. 

Although the material com
forts and benefits such as were 
derived from the American 
rnral electrification may not 
come to the Filipino farmer 
soon enough with the advent of 
rural power, he still has plenty 
to gain from th{; program. He 
may not have the means to buy 
every type of electrical appli
ances, but he can start with the 
cheapest and those he needs 
most. 

* * * 
No Gossips, Please 

The following document wm recently found in 
the archives of the Fulton Courthouse at Lewistown, 
lllin0is, tmdated, but probably written about 1840: 

State of Illinois, 
Peoria County, .SS. 
To the whole world--Greenn,s. Know ye that 
John Smith and Polly Myen1 is hereby per
mitted to go together and do as old folks does 
anywhere inside Coppers Precinct and when my 
commission comes I am to marry 'em good and 
proper and date 'em back to cover accidents. 

(Signed) OM.R., Justice of the Peace. 

* 

NOVEMBER 1956 5 



Our economic survival 
depends on the harnessing 

of 1 ate n t industrial power, 
not on rural development 

By CLARO M. RECTO 

0 UR ECONOMIC policy must 
be industrialization in 
its fullest sense. The 

aim is an economy of prosper
ity, that is, an ever growing na
tional production. 

It is an economy where the 
major economic activities and 
efforts of the peop.le are in
creasingly directed towards 
r.on-rur al pursuits. -That has 
been tte way of all industrial 
nations. \Ve should, therE:fore, 
oppose the maintenance here of 
a rural economy and the adop
tion of any policy or program 
that tends to perpetuate it. I 
do not mean that our agricul
ture should be abandoned alto-
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gether or that we should not 
improve on present methods. 
What I do mean is that, if we 
want to prosper, we· should con
centrate less on agriculture and 
not regard it as the main basis 
of our national economy. It is 
t::;-ror -·a grievous error - to 
identify or equate economic 
developme;nt with rural devel
cpment. 

From the experience of all 
industr!al countries we have 
iearned that economic progress 
requires the shifting of thl: 
major part of the people from 
the land to industrial pursuits 

The demagogue may pain1 
the rural development program 
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as attractively as he can. He 
may raise hopes high among 
the people· in the rural areas 
which is an effective vote-get
tmg technique. But whatever 
might be his intentions in foist
ing the rural development pro
gram on the people, he does a 
disservice to them. The increase 
in agricultural productivity and 
m agricultural production can 
never hope to keep up with the 
growth of the population. For 
their own benefit they should 
turn to industry for it is there 
that they. will find deliverance 
from an occupation which, for 
the greatest efforts gives the 
least returns to the worker, out
s~de _; domestic servants. 

Our industrialization must 
include heavy industry....:...... basic 
metals, power and fuel, ma
chine tools, machinery and 
chemicals - although, perhaps, 
because of circumstances, it 
may not be given immediate 
Bttention. Heavy industry is the 
basis of any indust.rialization. 
Except as part of the national 
E:conomy of another, no coun
try can succeed in industrial
ization without heavy industry. 
It is the heavy industry that 
insures greater potentialities 
for continued increase in the 
production of consumer goods. 

There are two sectors in 
heavy industry in which we 
could enter once we firmly de
cide to industrialize. I refer to 
hydroelectric power and iron 
and steel industry. With respect 
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to the first we have already 
made a good beginning. It is 
not new to us. With respect to 
i~on and steel, there is no jus
tification for our timidity. It is 
a basic need which we our
selves can easily fill. We have 
enough iron, and we can make 
steel out of it. We export 1112 
million tons of iron ore to J a p
an, and can increase it ~to 2 or 
3 million tons. But we need 
this iron ore ourselves. We get 
l 7 to 19 pesos per ton from 
our iron exports, and then we 
import steel at 400 pesos per 
ton. 

We have, · according to the 
Director of Mines, more than 
sufficient iron to justify the es
tablishment of a steel industry. 
\Ve have not only the needed 
iron ore; there is an abundance 
of manganese, chrome, lime
stone and coal which are vital 
raw materials in the manufac
ture of steel. The manager of 
the NASSCO attests to this 
fact. He says that the argument 
that we have no available cok
ing coal is just bugaboo because 
we can use "coke briquettes" 
from a blend of low grade and 
high grade coals, or use char
coal, or hydroelectric power. 

J N DETERMINING the respec-
tive roles of private enter

prise and public enterprise we 
should always bear in mind the 
two peculiarities of our situa
t10n. First, that we are an un
derdeveloped nation because' 
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we are agricultural; and we 
have so remained for hundreds 
of years. In this respect Amer
ican experience is not relevant 
to us because America did not 
remain an underdeveloped na
t:on long. Second, that as a re
sult of our long colonial status 
~liens have succeeded in con
t r o 11 i n g a disproportionately 
high share of our economy. 
Here too the American exper
ience is different, and hence not 
relevant. 

In view of those special cir
cumstances, the role of the gov
ernment as entrepreneur must 
necessarily be made ampler 
than if such circumstances did 
not exist. In the vital strategic 
areas of our economy govern
ment enterprise, that is, gov
ernment as the entrepreneur, 
should be 'accepted, not only 
when and as long as no private 
enterprise is willing to take the 
risk or does not have the neces
sary capital, but also when the 
alternative to government en
terprise is alien ownership and 
control of those areas. In no 
case should the vital and stra
tegic areas of our national eco
nomy be allowed to fall in the 
hands of aliens, because if that 
should happen they could suc
cessfully undermine any policy 
which our government might 
adopt for the welfare and hap
piness of our own people. 

The U.S. is the classic exam
ple of predomina~ly private 
entrepreneurship. Russia is an 
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example of an exclusively state 
entrepreneurship. Britain, J a p
an, India, and Sweden are ex
amples of a mixed or combined 
system. It is this mixed system 
that, because of our historic 
circumstances, we shall have to 
force upon ourselves. 

For our industrialization for
eign capital is needed. But by 
foreign capital I mean loans in 
the form of· capital goods com
ing from foreign sources, not 
capital as investments owned 
by foreign investors. 

Although it must be admit
ted that there is a great ad
vantage in rece1vmg capital 
goods from abroad, it should 
not be overlooked that rn any 
industrialization we have to de
pend mostly on internal financ
ing. The reason ·is obvious. It is 
our own currency that we use. 
For payment of wages, which 
constitutes the bulk of the cost 
of production, and of. raw ma
terials locally produced, we use 
our currency. We only need 
dollars or yens or pounds for 
foreign purchases. We have be
come unduly dollar-conscious 
as if our economy depended 
under all circumstances on the 
c'.ollar. That is mischievous er
ror, obviously inspired and pro
moted by those who will ben
efit from our continued depend
ence on the dollar. It is, there
fore, necessary to emphasize 
the fact that in any economic 
developrrient the chief instru
ment of the entrepreneur is the 
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local currency - the peso in 
our country-and not the dol
lar. 

to the U.S., without prior con
sent of the American President. 
This prohibition was omitted 
in the new Agreement, but un
der the influence of the World 
Bank the management of our 
currency has remained timid, 
always overfearful of a decline 
of dollar reserves. 

But because of the heavy in
vestments of foreign capitalists 
in the Philippines, who natural
ly want to take their profits to 
their country in dollars, their 
government is necessarily in
terested in the workings of our 
currency. This is why in the 
original Bell Trade Act the 
peso was pegged to the dollar, 
and our government was · then 
d e p r i v e d of the authority, 
among others, to impose restric
tions on the transfer of funds 

I must add that the condition 
precedent to the adoption of a 
realistic economic policy is the 
independent power to make 
policy. We should assert, there
fore, our independence. We 
should resist treatment as a 
protectorate. 
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* * * 

INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON 
GEOGRAPHY 

PROBABLY the best way to learn geography is 
to travel, but most students have little oppor
tunity of doing so. Next January, however, 

students from many different lands will go travelling 
to India to attend an International Geography Se
minar organized at the Moslem University in Ali
gargh. 

Lectures and debates, arranged in cooperation 
with the International Union of Students, will deal 
with such topics as the teaching of geography, food 
resources and population increase, arid and semi-arid 
zones, reconstruction and hydro-electric projects, 
land-utilization schemes, etc., as well as internatio
nal cooperation between geography students and 
teachers.-UNESCO. 

* 
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Six million victims a year 

RED CHINA'S 
Slave Labor 

* 
By KU CHENG-KANG 

S INCE THE Chinese Com
munists occupied Main
land China in 1949, they 

have introduced an inhuman 
compulsory slave labor system, 
designed to exterminate all who 
do not fit themselves into the 
Communist scheme. According 
to latest statistics, up to the 
end of 1955, 25 million people 
were kept in slave labor camps 
all over the mainland--exactly 
18 % of the entire Chinese po
pulation. There is good reason 
to believe that the number in 
what Mr. David Rousset of the 
International C o m m i s s i o n 
Against Concentration Camp 
Practices calls the "concentra
tionary evil" will continue to in
crease as time goes on. 

The Communists declared in 
1949 that "all reactionary ele
ments" should be "eliminated 
and punished by mass slaughter 
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or by compulsory labor. In 
1951, a ''Bureau of Reform 
through Labor" was established 
under the Ministry of Public 
Security with Wang Chih-chun 
as Director. There are now on 
the mainland four different 
kinds of "reformatory institu
tions" in all municipalities and 
towns, namely detention hous
es, prisons, reformatory labor 
corps, and correction houses for 
young persons. These are for 
people having been convicted 
of some "crimes" or others. 

In addition, the various "Land 
Reform Committees" and "Pea
sant Associations" set up dur
ing the Land Reform Move
ment and the "People's Courts" 
specially organized f o r t h e 
"Three-Anti" and the "Five
Anti" campaigns are all em
powered to "control" landlords, 
workers, businessmen, military 
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personnel, public and educa
tional employees. They send 
all these people to "reform 
through labor." 

The situation in the slave la
bor camps has been made 
known to the world through 
the testimonials of escapees. It 
varies with every camp, owing 
to the different degrees of im
plementation by the camp au
thorities. The laborers are used 
in coal-cart pulling, manure and 
water carrying, waste land re
clamation, logging, farming, 
mining, and the building of rail
way, road, airfield, dam and 
dike, etc. In addition, they have 
to attend meetings such as "life 
examination" and "work exam
-ination," which in effect prolong 
their working hours to fifteen. 
When "contests" for the "hon
or" of "model workers;' take 
place among them - almost 
every month - the working 
hours will be increased still fur
ther. Food in the camps is in
sufficient, and as a result, mal
nutrition, a n e m i a , beriberi, 
night blindness and malaria 
are rampant. Laborers die like 
flies. 

T HE MENTAL tortures· to 
which the laborers are sub

jected are even more unbear
able than these physical tor
ments. Before a laborer is sent 
to a camp, he has to undergo 
a series of marathon question
ings and trials. Thereafter he 
has to attend several hours of 
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lecture and group discussion 
meetings every day in the 
camp, when he is indoctrinated 
with Mao Tse-tung's teachings 
and Marxist-Leninism until his 
thought is considered as tho
roughly "reformed." He is asked 
to confess to his own sins and 
reveal those of his parents and 
grandparents. He / must also 
write down his m1stakes every 
day. 

The laborers are constantly 
subjected to brutal beating, 
whipping and fancy tortures 
~uch as ''tiger-bench sitting," 
and "paper shackling." In some 
camps, a fixed amount of hard 
work is set for each laborer, 
such as carrying five tons of 
stone every day, the stone be
ing weighed by a supervising 
engineer. In others, laborers are 
driven to the ploughs like draft 
animals. They are whipped if 
they show any sign of fatigue. 

The Communist slave labor 
camps, according to the Com
munist publications, are scat
tered all over Kwangtung, Sze
chuan, Kweisui, Northern 
Kiangsu, Liaotung, Shanhsi, 
Sinkiang, Sungkiang provinces. 

Another kind of slave labor 
in Communist China is con
script labor. According to the 
People's Daily of November 5, 
1951, a total of 10,370,000 per
sons were then working on wa
ter conservancy projects as con
script laborers. Another million 
conscript laborers were used in 
repairing the northern section 
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COMINFORM 

Commenting on the disso
lution of the Communist In
ternational by Russia, the 
Wah Kiu jih Pao of Hong
kong said that the move was 
aimed at winning the confi
dence of the free world that 
Russia had discarded its aim 
of world conquest. However, 
the paper continued, "Hadn't 
Stalin also dissolved the Co
rnintern during World War II 
when he was meeting his mil
itary debacle on the eastern 
front? Didn't Churchill and 
Roosevelt believe in his words 
which were later proved to be 
false?" 

of the Tientsin-Pukow Railway 
and the eastern section of Kiao
chow-Tsinan Railway. These 
are national projects. 

In addition, innumerable peo
ple have been conscripted to 
work on provincial or local pro
jects such as dredging rivers, 
repairing waterways, canals, 
dams and dikes. It has been es
timated that no less than six 
million people are conscripted 
by the Communists to work 
without pay every year. The 
treatment of the conscripts 
hardly differs from that of the 
slave-laborers in the slave la
bor camps. 

Slave labor has become a 
main source of manpower for 
the Communist economic re
construction. To augment this 
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source, the Chinese Communists 
will continue to bring in more 
slave laborers to their camps. 
Moreover, the slave labor camp 
system on Mainland China is 
clear evidence of the Chinese 
Communists' utter contempt 
for the spirit and principles of 
the United Nations Charter. It 
falls under the definition of 
slave labor by the United Na
tions Economic a n d Social 
Council - "all systems of com
pulsory labor which are used 
as a means of political coer
cion and punishment or which 
constitute an important element 
in the economy of a given 
country." 

w ITH A VIEW to putting an 
end to this inhuman and 

criminal slave labor system, the 
existence of which is inconsist
tent with the lofty ideals of 
the U.N., the International 
Commission Against Concen
tration Camp Practices sent a 
three-man investigating group 
to Taiwan and Hongkong to 
collect materials. According to 
Mr. Rousset, the Commission 
bas been denied permission by 
Communist Premier Chou En
lai to undertake an on-the-spot 
examination of t h e Chinese 
Communist criminal law and 
situation. 

The Commission, whose pres
tige has been established with 
the Brussels public inquiry into 
the conditions of internment on 
Soviet territory, then sent Mr. 

13 



Dag Hammarskjold, Secretary 
General of the UN, a memo
randum on the Chinese Com
munist slave labor system. A 
memorandum on the "System 
of Forced Labor on Mainland 
China" was also submitted by 
the China Labor Union to the 
Commission on February 6, 
1955. 

inquiry, the setting up of which 
was urged by the Taiwan La
bor Union and the China La
bor Union in July, 1955, is go
ing to sit in public to hear the 
cruelty of the Communist slave 
labor system and mete out 
sanctions against the Paiping 
regime. - Adapted from circular of 

A s i a n Peoples' Anti-Communist 
League. 
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An international tribunal of 

* * * 

eONTRACTS worth £20 million (P112 million) have been 
signed in London by the British European Airways 
for the delivery of twenty Vanguard and sixteen 

Viscount turbo-prop airliners. 
The Vanguard (powered by the new Tyne engine) is 

Vickers-Armstrong's big new propeller-turbine airliner. It 
will have an initial cruising speed of 400 mph (640 kph) 
and later 4 2 5 ( 680 kph) . The design of the Van guard is 
based on experience gained with over 350 Viscounts, which 
will have logged over two million airline hours by the time 
the Vanguard enter service. 

Possible seating arrangements are: 96 passengers five 
abreast; 74 first-class passengers four abreast; or 115 passen
gers in a "coach" interior. The Vanguard can operate with 
full payload ( 21,000 !bs.-9,525 kg.) over sector distances 
u:g, to 2,600 statute miles (4160 km.) 

The Vanguard's "double-bubble" fuselage is unique in 
being able to accommodate the entire payload in the form 
of either passengers ·or freight, or a combination of both
switching from one to the other without any alterations. 
This is made possible by the two exceptionally large freight 
holds, which occupy the whole of the lower deck and have 
a total volume of 1,430 cubic feet (39 cu.m). 

Because of its exceptional freight capacity the Van
guard should be able to operate at a profit even with only 
30 passenger seats filled. 

The first Vanguard is expected to fly ln the 3utumn 
of 1958 and first de.liveries to BEA are due in the spring 
of 1960. 

* 
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S LIGHTLY OVER so years 
ago, F. C. Cole, an Am
erican ethnologist, first 

published a study of the peace
ful Tinguian mountaineers from 
Abra. Recently, in Philippine 
Studies (P. 0. Box 3169, Ma
nila) their cultural advances 
have been examined, by Dr. 
Florencio Millare, himself a na
tive of that province. 

Between 300 and 200 B.C., 
the Tinguians constituted one 
of the Malayan waves of immi
grants coming from west Bor
neo. Most authorities consider 
them the most civilized non
Christian Filipinos, their co~
munities peaceful and well-or
ganized. In Abra they are bet
ter known as Itnegs (or Is
negs), after their dialect. The 
1948 census numbers them at 
22,000 in that province, with 
perhaps 8,000 more in !locos 
Norte, !locos Sur, Apayao, Ka
linga, Lepanto, Bontoc and Am
burayan. 

Driven from fertile valley& 
by the Ilocanos and irritated 
by the Spanish method of gos-' 
pel-spreading, they moved into 
the interior. Nevertheless, in 
the past SO years, having aban
doned "the G-string and the 
bare-breasted costume," they 
dress now like other Filipinos 
and can be detected chiefly 
only through their accent. Es
pecially through intermarriage 
- formerly impossible because 
of the lowlanders' prejudices -
they are gradually becoming 
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Our Vanishing 
TINGUIAN 
BROTHERS 

w a-ys and m 0 res of a 
qutiint, disappearing race 

By MATHIAS SEGOVIA 

assjmilated. 
v 'The Augustinian friars had 
little success in Christianizing 
the Tinguians until the later 
part of the Spanish regime. 
According to Dr. Millare, less 
than 20% of the populace are 
still pagans. Those who refuse 
to be baptized are largely old 
people who argue that God 

15 



would not have created them 
ltnegs if He had wanted them 
Christian. 

Despite t h e i r conversion, 
however, and their piety, the 
Tinguians are likely to revert 
to ancestral paganism if "hu
man remedy and petition to 
our Lord" fail, for example, .to 
cure a sickness. There is the 
constant pressure of cadauyan 
(custom), mouthed by elders 
who must be respected. The 
very fact that any ancestor 
acted a certain way is likely to 
justify the continuation of that 
pntctice even today. 

Tinguian paganism consists 
iu "belief in anitos ( sasailo), su
pernatural spirits falling into 
three classes: natural deities 
(usually invisible, but capable 
of entering the bodies of me
diums, to communicate with the 
living); good or evil lesser spir
its; the spirits of ancestors and 
other deceased mortals. 

The old folk - and, under 
the described conditions, some 
of the younger - recognize Ba
gatulayan as the supreme god, 
but usually refer to him as apo 
dios, "it being highly improper 
to call a reverential personage 
by his name." Bagatulayan is 
creator of all celestial bodies 
and supreme commander of all, 
living and dead, body and spir
it. 

-S ECOND IN rank is Kadak
lan, sometimes mistaken 

for the greatest Tinguian spir-
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it (Cole, for example, does not 
even mention Bagatulayan), 
perhaps because the supreme 
being has delegated so much 
power to him. Yet he is a faith
ful lieutenant of Bagatulayan, 
using thunder and lightning (he 
is called king of the sal-it) to 
punish in his master's name. 
Apo dios is appealed to, to 
soften Kadaklan at his worst. 

By contrast, the other lieu
tenant, Kabonian, the "teacher
helper spirit," is the most po
pular. He it was who "first 
taught the Tinguians how to 
pray, how to plant and har
vest, how to overcome bad 
omens and ward off evil spir
its and how to cure sickness." 
Some tribes consider him a pro
phet, all owe him gratitude. In 
his mountain cave is an en
chanted talking jar and valu
able gansas (bronze gongs) 
given the tribe members.- __ 

Other lovable spirits, accord
mg to Millare, are the apadel 
or kabagaang, guardian spirits 

SA YANG 

Once a Tinguian family re
sorts to the sayang, it must be 
observed every six or seven 
years, with the proper taboos 
for one month after each oc
casion. Members, says Flo
rencio Millare, may be prohi
bited from wearing the native 
hat, from carrying jars on the 
head, cutting bamboo, eating 
pork, beef, catfish, pepper, etc. 
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whose dwellings are peculiar
shaped stones. Of these and 
other lesser spirits, 150 are 
known by name, the rest are 
anonymous. For every child
birth, a spirit is also born -
some evil, some friendly, some 
neutral. The lowest order in
habit the earth. The most usual 
shape attributed to benevolent 
spirits is that of "a winged hu
man with benign features." To 
aid these guardians, people 
wear amulets and say prayers; 
but when all else fails, cere
monial rites and sacrificial of
ferings are required. 

T HE SPIRITS of the dead, re-
siding in maglawa, midway 

between earth and sky, are re
vered but not worshipped. For 
ten days after the body's bur
ial, a spirit lingers on earth to 
remove itself from memories, 
while the relatives observe cus
tomary taboos. After the tenth 
day it joins its ancestors in 
maglawa, living as it did while 
alive : consequently, things 
l o v e d by the deceased are 
placed on his grave. During the 
lay-og feast - the lifting of 
mourning one year later - the 
spirit mingles with living rela
tives one last time. 

The proper burial rites h~lp 
expiate the dead man's sins. 
Heaven is peace, hell restless
ness: "If the deceased had been 

very bad on earth, his sins may 
be atoned for by subjecting the 
arms of the peuple joining the 
funeral to 150 lashes each from 
a rattan whip." 

In time of serious family 
trouble, the spirit may return 
from maglaiya through. a me
dium called agboboni or alopo
ngan - generally women past 
middle age, seized by trembling 
fits or warned in dreams that 
they are "desired by the spir
its." After an ordeal of master
ing the rites, a pig's liver is 
read for omens of acceptance 
or rejection. Finally, the spirits 
are called by striking an antique 
plate while the candidate chants 
the diams (formulas). Once 
she is "possessed," she ceases 
to be herself. 
\, Anitos are appealed to al
most solely through ceremonial 
rites: "The natives have no 
peTmanent worship house but 
they build one whenever the 
occasion . . . arises." The larg
est balawa ( anito temple, 3 x 
5, and 9 feet high) is construct
ed to cure lingering sickness; 
and with it goes the sayang ce-· 
remony, of community magni
tude with a medium presiding. 
Lesser, but related, ceremonies 
include the sugayog, dawak, 
pala-an, callaugan, and calcala
pao. Other minor rites not re
quiring a medium are called sa
ngasang in general. 

* * * 
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Most of the twenty words giTen below should be in your reading vocabulary. That 
ia, you ahould be able to recognize them, although you may not be able to define or 
actually use them in writing. Select the proper defiRition for each, then turn to pa~• 
SQ for the correct answers. Fifteen is passing. 

1. precept-(a) ideal; (b) analysis; (_s) principl~; (d) ori~in. 
2. clan-( a) supporters; (b) old pottery; (c) ~ltstant relatives; (sJ.) -

clique or set. 
3. trudge-(a) to wa!k wearily; (b) to burden; (c) to criticize; (d) 

to prevent. 
4. girth--(a) happiness; (b) measure arouJ1d the waist; (c) depth; 

(d) top of the head. / 
5. pigment-(a) quality of being a pig; (b) coloring matter; (c) 

daring; ( d) imagination. / 
6. joust-(a) joint, as the knee; (b) a joke; (c).la tilt or tournament; 

( d) an offering. / 
7. granule-(a) a little grain; (b) grandson; (c) an aged relative; 

(d) a big affair. 
8. gaudy-(a) lengthy; (b) energetic; (c) cheap and pretentious; (d}"' 

annoying. 
9. muster-(a) lord; (b) complicate; (c) away from; (.!)' to summon 

together. ...,....-
10. mutton-(a) a large button; (b) flesh of sheep; (c) embroidered 

lapel; ( d) large portion. 
11. disparage-(a) to direct away from; (b) 

speak lightly of; (d) to complain. 
to disarrange; ( c) to 

./ 
12. pauper-(a) a wind pipe; (b) one who gives; ( c) very poor person; 

( d) one wh9' cheers. 
13. permeate-(aYto penetrate, or diffuse itself; (b) to allow unwill

ingly; (d) to overvalue; (d) to weaken. 
14. flat-(a) a sumptuous chalet; (li) a parking space; (c) a veranda; 

( ~ an apartment. 
15. curt-(a) sour and curdled; (b) brief and terse; (c) not clear; 

(d) closed"in. 
16. moot-(a) 11 canal; (b) supreme; (c) a clown; (d) subject to ar-

17. 

18. 

19. 
20. 
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gument. 
root-(a) applaud noisily; (b) to suppress; (c) to replace; (d) 

to stimulate. (-
secede-( a) to go under; (b to withdraw from an organization; 

( c) to express anger; ( d) to pick out. 
svelte-(a) clever; (b) very fat; (c) unproductive; A> slender. 
timorous--(a) aggressive; (b) frank; (c) uncertain; (ri') iuil of fears. 
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A place m the sun for Labor 

How Respottsible Is Business? 

By WALTER B. HOGAN, S.] . 

1 HE BUSINESSMAN is some
thing of a natural target 
for everybody who wants 
to make a speech on so-

cial reform. 
It is not unusual for men to 

speak in glowing terms of the 
need of legislation to control 
the "vested interests" to b.ring 
Justice to the "common man" 
and so on and so on. It is even 
more common for reformers to 
ttttack "fat profits" and "~elfish 
greed." 

Last, but by no means least, 
it is the standard d9gma of the 
communists that all evil comes 
from private ownership of the 
means of production, the fac
tory, the farm. And it is the 
standard dogma of the com
munists that the only answer 
is to abolish businessmen in 
general and turn the whole 
mess over to the communist 
dictatorship which will end all 

NOVEMBER 1956 

• 
exploitation of many by man 
and bring unto us that happy 
day when we will see the ex
propriators expropriated. 

So general is the tendency 
to blame the businessman for 
everything that happens that 
cne businessman d r i l y re
marked some years ago when 
asked what he did for a living 
he was inclined to avoid the 
awful maledictions by stating 
simply that he was a profes
sional gambler or a highway 
10bber instead of admitting to 
the horrible truth that he was 
"a businessman." 

Now anyone who has been 
around knows well that neither 
the businessmen nor the labor
ing men nor the government 
men have a monopoly on sanc
tity or sin. Anyone who has 
thought about it at all is quite 
aware that the sanctimonious 
communists denouncing the 
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businessman are 1n business 
themselves and their business 
happens to be the slave trade, 
the business of enslaving the 
whole world. 

How does it come about that 
the business community comes 
under the wrath of everyone 
who decides to make a speech 
en what's wrong with the coun
try or what should be done for 
social reform? The business 
community both local and for
eign has no one to blame but 
itself. 

As a general proposition I 
think it is true to say that the 
business community has as
sumed a defensive attitude, has 
given the impression that its 
greatest interest is to defend 
things as they are instead of 
offering the vigorous and capa
ble leadership necessary to 
change things from that they 
are to what they should be. 

In my opinion the logical 
person to show how a free peo
ple can get their economy mov
ing so as to provide a decent 
living for all the people is the 
1'usinessman. And, in my opi
nion, the businessman is the 
one fellow who has not provid
ed that kind of leadership. 

The businessman presumably 
has more knowhow than theo 
rest of us in regard to what 
kmd of investments will speed 
Ug to a sound and reasonably 
independent economy. The busi
nessman, presumably, knows 
more than the rest of us about 
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how capital can be best accu
mulated and best used to sti
mulate our economy and the 
businessman, pr e s u m ab 1 y , 
knows more than the rest of us 
about how to keep prices at a 
fair level where they will sti
mulate rather than stifle pro
ch.iction and commerce. 

But on all these points the 
businessman has been entirely 
too silent, too reticent to give 
his views and substantiate them 
with cogent arguments. 

J AM NOT thinking so much 
of the businessman as an 

individual. Tr u 1 y i~dividual 
businessmen do give opinions 
on the general economy from 
time to time but all t~o often 
they are opinions q.s against 
something, warnings against too 
much nationalism. or warnings 
against too many government 
controls or taxes ,which are too 
big but it is all too rare that 
we hear some constructive and 
well thought out suggestions 
from business quarters. 

I am thinking more of the 
businessman as a member of 
1he business community and 
thinking of that community as 
the logical leader in the econo
mic development of the nation. 
I am thinking more in terms 
cf concrete plans laid out and 
<•greed upon by the business
man through their organized 
voices, the chambers of com
merce, the chambers of indus-
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try and so forth. We have the 
Philippine chamber of com
merce, the American chamber, 
the Chinese chamber and the 
Overseas chamber of commerce 
as well as several other busi
nessmen's organizations. 

As far as is generally known 
r:o one of these organizations 
or no group of them has come 
forth with a well-put-together 
plan for the sound economic 
development of the Philjppines. 
And yet, if anyone should be 
prepared to make ready 'and 
present such a plan should it 
not be the organized business 
community? Who else but -the 
Philippine chamber, the Amer· 
kan chamber and the other 
chambers should be able and 
willing to help government and 
help all of us by pointing out 
the way of sound economic dev
elopment? These bodies have 
members skilled in finance, in 
manufacturing, in t r a d e , in 
t:"ansportation and in all other 
economic fields. If there is any 
talent these chambers do not 
tave as their own, they have 
the financial ability to hire such 
talent, genuine experts perhaps 
en the development of under
developed countries. 

Yet it is my definite impres
sion, and the impression of 
others, that when these bodies 
do speak it is in a kind of de· 
fensive, narrow tone on some 
aspect of the economy which 
nffects particular interests of 
their members and not on what 
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will make the economy as a 
'/Thole shake off its lethargy 
and get moving. 

There is a tendency, for ex
ample, for Filipino and foreign 
businessmen to quarrel over 
who should make the profit 
from the very limited importa
tion of goods from abroad 
when both Filipino and foreign 
businessmen would be helping 
themselves and everybody else 
much more if they would co
operate to get many of these 
very goods over which they are 
quarreling produced right here 
i!l the Philippines. The only 
reason many of these things 
are imported at all is because 
our own economy is so thinly 
built. 

Let us look at some of those 
questions concerning which the 
business community gives the 
impression of being a sort of 
defensive group fighting a rear 
guard action. The business com-; 
munity, Filipino and foreign, 
has a tendency to look with 
great suspicion on government 
controls whether exchange con
trols, price controls or import 
controls. 

But those controls are only 
symptoms not the real econo
:nic problems. Perhaps those 
controls would never have been 
imposed if the business com
munity had given us the lead
ership we needed to establish 
a sound economy which needs 
cnly a minimum of controls 
and the very extensive controls 
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we have today. Who but the 
businessmen were responsible 
for those controls in the first 
i:lace? Exchange control had to 
be imposed largely because dol
l2rs were running away from 
the Philippines at almost a 
panic rate. Obviously, the busi
nessmen who were sending or 
taking their dollars out of the 
country in great haste helped 
to bring about the controls. 

Price controls are not just 
imposed for fun. If the business 
community does not discipline 
its own members and keep 
prices at a level helpful to the 
common good, then there will 
surely be a cry for government 
price controls whether those 
co:_>ntrols will work or not. 

Import controls had to be 
imposed largely because the 
business community did not 
undertake seriously the build
ing of a balanced economy, an 
economy in which there would 
not be much worry about all 
the country's money going to 
purchase luxury goods from 
abroad. 

J N ANY atmoshpere, but more 
especially in this critical 

atmosphere in which a victory 
for the communists w o u 1 d 
mean the end of all legitimate 
business and the end of all of 
t•.s, I think it will be generally 
agreed that the greatest protec
tion for all business and invest
ment, both Filipino and for
eign, is a prosperous Philip-
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pmes, a s o u n d economy in 
which people are reasonably 
content and will resist any at
tempt to enslave them under 
communism. Yet how much 
publicly v o i c e d thought has 
the business community given 
to the building of a prosperous 
Philippines in which many of 
the present controls would not 
Le necessary? 

For example, the foreign busi
ness community is extremely 
nervous about regulations con
cerning the repatriation of their 
profits or original capital. But 
foreign businessmen s h o u 1 d 
know that it is the sickness of 
the Philippine economy which 
Makes such regulations neces · 
sary and foreign business has 
both the ability and the con
nections to study the weaknes
ses of the Philippine economy 
which make such regulations 
necessary. 

The foreign business com
munity could and should make 
a much greater contribution to
ward building a sound economy 
foan it is at present making. 
That way the foreign business 
c-ommunity would make itseli 
more welcome. 

It would soon find that many 
of the regulations regarding 
the repatriation of capital, re
gulations which scare foreign 
business at present, would no 
longer be necessary if the Phil
ippine economy could be made 
to operate in such a way that 
there would be no hurry to get 
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funds out of the Philippines. 
How much thought has the 

foreign business community giv
en to voluntary reinvesting in
stead of repatriating much of 
its capital so that the day might 
come more quickly when the 
Philippine economy will he 
sound enough so that it will not 
be necessary to worry about 
strict regulation of money go
mg out of the country? 

Over and over again one 
1:-.ears from businessmen that 
what is holding up economic 
progress is constant change in 
government policies regarding 
dollars, imports and so on. But 
has the business community 
which constantly reminds the 
government what it should not 
do, has that same business com
munity come forth to tell the 
government authoritatively and 
clearly what the government 
policy should be if it wants to 
foster sound economic develop
ment for all the people? 

It will not do to say simply 
that the government should 
~1dopt a "hands off" policy to
ward the business wqrld and 
the economy. The government 
stepped in precisely because the 
business community and the 
Economy were definitely not 
regulating themselves for the 
ccimmon g o o d . Because too 
many people take a hands-off 
policy as far as responsibility 
for the common good is con
cerned, we wind up with strong 
government measures which are 
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at least attempts to protect 
2nd foster the common good. 

It seems to me that, realiz
ing that the only genuine in
surance any businessman can 
have, is a sound economy and 
a contented people, the business 
community through the cham
bers of commerce should be 
taking a much more vigorous 
part in working out, presenting 
and financing plans for econo
mic development. 

That would probably call for 
an economic development com
t:nittee in each chamber and, 
ideally, for a joint economic 
development committee of all 
the chambers which would be 
free to approach the problem 
from a broader view than the 
immediate protection of mem
cer interests. The standpoint of 
the common good is the only 
true long range protection of 
all legitimate individual inter· 
ests. 

7' HE FIELD in which the busi-
ness community's construc

tive leadership has been most 
conspicuous for its absence is 
the field of labor relations and 
that is probably the most vital 
field of the day. 

With apologies to those busi
r~essmen and corporations who 
do willingly recognize t h e 
workers' right to have a union 
and do in good faith work out 
their relationship in genuine 
collective bargaining, all too 
many businessmen, both Filipi-
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no and foreign, try in one way 
or another to resist the work
er's desire to have a union or 
to weaken that union once it 
exists. These businessmen and 
C'Jrporations give a bad name 
to the whole business commun
ity just as any irresponsible 
union gives a bad name to or
ganized labor. 

With apologies to those busi
nessmen and corporations who 
are steadily approximating a 
genuine family living wage and 
sharing the fruits of production 
reasonably with workers, there 
are all too many businessmen 
and corporations, both Filipino 
and foreign, who try to keep 
the worker operating on a wage 
scale which should make us all 
blush with shame. Those indi
" iduals and firms give a bad 
:nc.me to the whole business 
community. 

Just as it is the job of res
ponsible organized labor to 
make it crystal clear that it 
will have no part with violence, 
with Communism or with ir
responsibility in any form, so it 
is the task of responsible busi
ness to make it crystal clear 
that it will have no part with 
union breaking, with wholly in
adequate and unfair wages or 
with sweatshops in any form. 

Perhaps chambers of com
merce cannot discipline all their 
members and make them at 
least deal with unions in good 
faith. But the business com
munity could make it clear, 
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through the chambers, that 
business takes a strong posi
tion in favor of free unions and 
genuine collective bargaining. 

The business community 
could put its prestige on the 
side of what is right and fair 
and soon the irresponsible busi
nessman could be embarrassed 
ir::to reforming his ways. In the 
same way if responsible organ
ized labor lends its prestige to 
what is right and fair, the rac
keteer, the company-union man 
and the Communist will soon 
fose their place in labor circles. 

May I point out one area in 
which I believe the business 
community has stayed away 
from a vital problem? There is 
no serious disagreement I think 
on the principle that a going 
business venture must pay all 
its workers at least enough to 
support their normal families 
decently. Yet there is serious 
disagreement on what wages in 
pesos and centavos should ac
tually be paid. 

To this date no business 
group to my knowledge has 
made a serious study of how 
r.mch it costs to support a nor
mal family decently in the Ma
nila area, how much for the 
worker to rent a decent house, 
to buy good food, to supply 
decent clothing, education, re
creation, put aside reserves for 
old age, sickness and so on. 

Yet who but the business 
community should be mainly 
interested in getting a satisfac" 

PANORAMA 



PRICES GOING UP 

When domestic food pro
duction increases, imports 
should correspndingly decrease 
and food prices should conse
quently be lower. But this 
is not quite the case in the 
Philippines where production 
has been on the increase but 
prices have not stopped rising. 
Probably, it is because imports 
have been reduced not so 
much as a result of produc
tion expansion being large 
enough to justify the import 
cuts but a~ a result of the 
restrictions on dollar alloca
tions for certain so-called non
essential food Jtems.-Manila 
Daily Bulletin. 

tory working figure as to what 
is a family living wage in pesos 
and centavos? Who but the 
business community has the re
sources, through the chambers 
and other business organiza
tions, to make such a study and 
present it to the unions for 
comment and possibly joint 
correction of the estimate. 

There again the essentially 
defensive attitude of the busi
ness community appears. I have 
heard businessmen say that 
such a study would cause a lot 
of trouble because it would 
~how that most workers are not 
receiving a family living wage 
and then would come the series 
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of demands to get that wage. 
But isn't that essentially run
ning away from the problem 
and refusing to see what is per
fectly obvious, that labor is go
ing to demand and ultimately 
get a family living wage whe
ther the business community 
makes such a study or not? 

\X) ITH THE business com-
munity taking the initia

tive in such a project much 
useless quarrelling would be 
avoided and both business and 
the unions would be on much 
more solid ground when they 
meet over the table to discuss 
what constitutes a proper base 
for wages for the lowest men 
on the scale. 

The family living wage is a 
good example of something 
which is going to come now or 
later no matter what stand the 
business community takes. The 
desire for that family living 
wage is not just something the 
worker thought up on his day 
cff. The desire to receive in ex
change for his work at least 
enough to live in simple com
fort with his family is a basic 
r..atural desire which cannot be 
wished a w a y or explained 
8Way. 

The real question is whether 
iabor will receive that family 
living wage in intelligent co
operation with the business 
community as true partners in 
a mutually beneficial partner
ship, or whether that family 
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living wage will be wrung out 
c.f business after bitter fighting 
and with consequent serious 
5train on the human relations 
50 important to all of us. 

A careful and accurate sur
vey made by the business com
munity to determine in pesos 
and centavos just what that 
wage should be would do a lot 
to clear the atmosphere and 
put labor relations on a sound 
and fruitful basis. 

Let us look at another social 
difficulty which, in my opinion, 
could be solved adequately by 
the business community through 
its organizations. Just at pre
sent the average workingman 
cannot even dream of owning 
a decent home. On his one hun
dred twenty to two hundred 
and fifty pesos a month it is 
simply beyond his ability for 
him to buy a lot and build him
self a home. 

Yet it is perfectly obvious 
to anyone who looks around 
the city of Manila that the 
\VOrkers' homes are not homes 
at all but often "barong-ba
rongs" thrown together. Often
times the worker lives in one 
room or, at all events, in cir
cumstances which cannot be 
called living in an adequate 
home. 

Now it seems to me that the 
business community through 
the chambers of commerce 
(and I am thinking especially 
of the American chamber of 
commerce because of the size 
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of the corporations which be
long and because of the finan
cial connections which many 
members would necessarily 
have), it seems to me that the 
chambers could undertake a 
study of how much it would 
cost to start a housing project 
for all the workers of their 
member firms. The amount of 
money involved would not be 
&stronomical or forbidding. 

It has be-en estimated that, 
for approximately two million 
pesos, the rather large labor 
force of one company could be 
housed decently. Two million 
pesos is not beyond what could 
be considered a reasonable ex
penditure in the field of human 
relations for a large corporation. 
Further than that, this would 
not be a loss or a donation at 
all but an investment. 

This would be a housing pro
ject not in the old style of a 
string of company houses owned 
and operated by the company. 
This would be a decent pro
g1 essive housing project fin
~mced by the company directly 
or by an insurance company or 
bank or combination of banks 
with the company guaranteeing 
the loan. 

These houses would be sold 
to the worker on an installment 
1-asis, so many pesos deducted 
each month just as a worker 
now pays rent. Beyond all that 
no one would object if the com
panies involved or a housing 
committee set up by the cham-
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bers for this purpose would 
make a profit out of this hous
ing project, a profit of six per 
cent perhaps or some reason-
8ble percentage. What would 
be the result? 

cing people in the right way of 
leadership. 

The result would be that one 
basic problem, housing, would 
be on its way to solution for 
thousands of workers employed 
by these firms. And a bigger 
result than that would be that 
the business community would 
be winning friends and influen-

The intelligent way to fight 
communism and protect demo
cracy is to build a sound eco
riomy in which the people can 
live decently. The logical lead
ers in the building of that sound 
economy should be the busi
nessmen through their business 
organizations. This seems to me 
to be the critical challenge 
which awaits an answer from 
the business community. 

* * * 

"1Babel"-Translators' 1i(eview 
Copies are now available of "Babel," an interna

tional multi-lingual quarterly review for translators, 
which came off the printing press on September 30, 
feast of Saint Jerome, the patron saint of translators. 

The review has been created to give translators 
throughout the world a sense of unity in their pro
fession and provide them with information on cur
rent developments in their work. 

The fi.rst number of the new publication, which 
is issued under the auspices of the recently created 
International Federation of Translators and of UN
ESCO, contains articles both of general and special
ized interest. They include an introduction by Pierre
F ancois Caille, president of the Federation, outlin
ing the scope of the translators' task today; an article 
by Dr. Schidhar Dattatraya Limaye on the problems 
of scientifi.c and technical translating by. RW 1!1111-
pelt of Germany; and a survey of UNESCO's pro
gram for the translation of representative works. 

* 
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Europe's Declaration of Human Rights 

To SUPPLEMENT its Convention on Human Rights, 
the Council of Europe has set up a Commission 

before which violations of these rights may in the 
future be denounced. Article 25 of the Convention 
states that: 

"The Commission may receive petitions 
addressed to the Secretary-General of the 
Council of Europe from any person, non
governmental organization or group of in
dividuals claiming to be the victim of a 
violation by one of the High Contracting 
Parties of the rights set forth in the Con
vention provided that the High Contract
ing Party against which the complaint has 
been lodged has declared that it recognizes 
the competence of the Commission to re
ceive such petitions . . . " 

Six states have so far signed the declaration: 
Belgium, Denmark, The German Federal Republic, 
Ireland, Iceland and Sweden. 

Henceforth, violations of the Convention ascribed 
to any of these six states may be brought to the at
tention of the Commission by persons of any na
tionality, who need not themselves be the victims 
of the alleged violation. The Commission has the 
right to receive these complaints, to investigate them, 
and should it judge them founded, to endeavour to 
settle the difference out of court. If satisfaction is 
not obtained, the Commission may report to the 
Council of Ministers, or refer the matter to the 
Human Rights Tribunal which the Council of Europe 
hopes to set up. - UNESCO. 
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Of Time, 
Space, 

NOVEMBER 1956 

and Music 

By JOSE MACEDA 

It is now possible to 
synthesize the primitive and 
the new 

T HE DISCUSSION of the re
lations of Western and 
Eastern art has often 
made two assumptions: 

that, historically, the influence 
always runs in one direction, 
from west to east; and that, 
aesthetically, no reverse con
tribution is worth making. It 
seems to me that this general 
thesis is wrong both historical
ly and aesthetically. We are 
perhaps for the first time m 
human history able realistically 
to look forward to the enrich
ment of the ongoing stream of 
world aesthetics from other 
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streams, tributaries, and even 
backwaters that until now have 
been completely closed off 
from the knowledge of any but 
S'pecialists in the obscure and 
the exotic. 

In music - the field with 
which I am personally con
cerned-the tape recorder and 
improved means of transporta
tion and communication have 
now made it possible really to 
study and comprehend tradi· 
tions that are completely new 
to us. This opportunity hap
pens to coincide with the cri
sis in world music, when peo
ple throughout the world are 
s-earching for fresh and imagi
native ways of musical expres
sions. 

We may therefore, with 
great profit, ask the usual ques
tions in reverse form: What 
has the East contributed to the 
West? What can we learn 
from traditional Eastern forms? 
I propose, with these questions 
implicitly in mind, to examine 
certain hitherto unknown mu
sical traditions of the Philip
pines. 

A few secluded groups of 
Filipinos have had little or no 
contact with the culture with 
which Spain has so richly en
dowed the great majority of 
the people. Their way of life 
remains much as it was before 
the Spaniards came some 400 
years ago. Modern electrical 
and mechanical contrivances 
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have not yet disturbed their 
isolated living, so they have 
been able to preserve a refine
ment that is their own, whose 
rarity and originality can serve 
as an inspiration for us in our 
cwn lives. 

The integral culture is ex
pressed in splendid woven 
cloths of varied designs, wood 
and metal work, and a ritual 
of respect and honour in rela
tions between people. In mu·· 
sic, the old, archaic tunes are 
still being sung and played by 
a few musicians. We can hear 
old legends and heroic tales re
cited in tones that are fresh 
and unknown to contempora
ry music. Unless they are pre
served, they may soon disap
pear. 

It is not possible to speak 
of a single type of non-Hispan
icized Philippine music be
cause there are many different 
groups, widely scattered all 
over the islands, linguistically 
or culturally unrelated to each 
other. Intensive studies of these 
groups should help to clarify 
many problems of culture-his
torical relations with neighbor
ing areas. However, this is a 
problem for anthropologists. 
What we are interested in is 
the meaning they have for cer
tain problems of music aesthe
tics and for our system of mu· 
sic education, which has been 
until now extremely parochial. 
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L ET us start with an ex
amination of the charac
teristics of indigenous vo

cal music. Among the Moslem 
Magindanao of Cotabato, there 
are religious and secular chants 
which are sharply distin
guished. The former are sung 
in mosques where a priest 
chants in Near-Eastern orna
mental style with notes belong
ing to the diatonic scale. In 
love songs, legend chants, and 
lullabies, however, there is 
much use of long-held notes, 
conspicuous tremolos, and long 
flourishes. The rhythm is most
ly free, but at times it is me
tric. When words of the Ko
ran are used, there is an imita
tion of Arabian melodies, but 
when native words are used, 
the five-tone scale construction 
dominates. 

Some Tirurai chants have a 
simple melodic pattern upon 
which various stanzas of the 
text are based. Among the Ha
nunoo of Mindoro, singing 
stays mostly on a monotone 
with turns at the end of phra
rns, using the second, third, 
or fourth interval of the scate. 
Group singing by both men and 
women is very popular in the 
mountain provinces of Luzon. 

In the Bontoc area, there 
are many different vocal forms 
with specific names and uses, 
each one having a particular 
rhythm of its own. They do 
chants when making a new 
ricefield, pounding rice, going 
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ir.to battle, honoring their 
dead, or celebrating a mar
riage. A leader gives an intro
ductory "intonation" and others 
follow. The unison singing of 
a large group of male or fe
male singers with an insistent 
rhythm can be as powerful and 
moving as a national hymn or 
a grand march. 

This principle of massed 
voices, which is so insp1nng in 
Beethoven's Choral Sympho
ny, is used with similar effect 
in these vigorous chants, in 
spite of the absence of the tra
ditional texture of harmony 
and counterpoint. Instead, 
other aspects of music, pecu
liar to this region, are used. 

In these few examples of 
vocal music alone, we find a 
number of elements that can 
be used in modern music, 
v.hich is increasingly interested 
in usable exotic forms: ( 1) 
Monotone singing w h o s e 
rhythm and speed are gov
erned by language; ( 2) a large 
nu m b e r of reiterated and 
marked accents on one vowel; 
(3,) .tremolos and long-held 
notes forming a free rhythm; 
( 4) monodic, introductory "in
tonation" instead of harmonic 
chords to start group singing; 
( 5 ) a wide variety of scales 
to break away from the limi
tations of the major, minor, 
and pentatonic types; (6) dif
ferent social purposes; ( 7) a 
low and limited range of notes. 
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The Philippines has a wide 
assortment of instruments, 
mostly of Eastern origin, but 
it also has a small number of 
Western ones. These are not 
constructed with the precision 
that delicately-calibrated mea
suring devices give, but there 
does exist a theory of instru
ment construction that is exact 
enough to produce the desired 
intervals. The worldwide Jew's 
harp is found in many varie
ties. The rhythms a:nd realis
tic sounds of natural phenome
na, like waterfalls, or of ani
mal life, like galloping horses, 
can be imitated. Combinations 
of gongs produce melodies as 
well as ostinato rhythms. 

The Magindanao have a 
simple orchestra that includes 
the kulintang, an ~nstrument 
of eight gongs of graduated 
size arranged horizontally in 
front of the player, who may 
be a real virtuoso. These en
sembles find their counterpart 
in Indonesia. The long four
holed, vertical flute with a low, 
nasal, and wailing tone, found 
among the Tirurai, the Magin
danao, and the lgorot, produce 
m e 1 o d i es extemporaneously 
composed, rhythmically free, 
and unrestricted by metric 
counting. 

A TWO-STRINGED adapt
ation of the Indian kud
yapi is used by t!he Ma

gindanao, while the Hantm00 
use the violin with only three 
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strings. The latter also use 
the guitar, with a systematic 
tuning of their own, as an in
terlude to their chanted verses. 
Many other tyP.es of wooden, 
bamboo, and metal percussion 
instruments are to be found, 
each with an assigned use and 
an esta1-1ished rhythm,1 scale, 
and tonal quality. 

These instruments show us 
how music can differ from 
the often heard operas, sym
phonies, and c9ncerti, of which 
the West is growing tired. 
There are other kinds of mu
sic that could receive a warmer 
reception from us and the un
derstanding of which would 
open to us new opportunities 
for growth. The adaptations 
of the gamelan and the pen
tatonic scales in the work of 
Debussy and Stravinski, of the 
tala in the studies of Messiaen, 
and of Indian vocal coloring 
b. the Spanish chants, suggest 
the wealth of new ideas that 
remain to be tapped by musi
cians. 

Chinese falsetto singing, 
Japanese instrumental ensem· 
bles, and the group singing of 
the mountain province people 
cf Luzon contain concepts that 
can be built upon to erect new 
musical structures, just as the 
spirit of the Greek drama stir
red up the operatic, recitative 
style of Europe in the 1600's. 
Besides the known traditional 
music of India, China, and the 
principal civilizations of Asia, 
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there are hundreds of smaller, 
still isolated groups in this con
tinent that offer unique mate
rials and ideas that can be bent 
into contemporary shapes. 

There has been a good deal 
of study of the music of the 
African peoples, but little is 
known of the Karens and Ka
chins of Burma, the Shans, the 
Cambodians, and the many 
ether peoples who have been 
detached from the centres of 
civilization and are now found 
all over the continent and in 
the thousands of islands of 
Southeast Asia. All this mu
sic can still be brought into 
the open with the equipment 
that is now available, before 
stronger influences alter the 
antique way of life any further. 
Besides serving as a stimulus 
towards new forms and styles, 
it may lead us to a better un
derstanding of the culture-his
torical interconnections of the 
ancient Asian peoples with 
each other and with adjacent 
Europe as well. 

In the same way that mo
dern art is makiag use of prim
itive basketry, woodwork, and 
pipes, and their basic materials 
-bamboo rattan, woods-mo
dern music is using concepts of 
older music and compounding 
them with the ever popular 
"classical" forms. Native con
ceptions are transliterated in 
accordance with the aesthetics 
and tools of European harmo
ny and counterpoint. Experi-
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mental attempts with mecha
nical means close to hand, 
based on different musical mo
dels, may lead to new compo
sitional devices. M usique con
crete and the works of Edgar 
Varese are characteristic of this 
new trend in modern civiliza
tion. 

The tape recorder promotes 
this development. At Columbia 
University, Prof. Ussachevsky 
is experimenting with qoubling 
or tripling the speed of musi
cal sounds, and with increas
ing their high-low range. Hit
herto unheard sounds as well 
as rare music from remote peo
ples may be edited on tape to 
make new forms and combi
nations of sound. 

Tape recordings of Asian 
music can be collected into 
libraries and copies made for 
distribution to art centers and 
schools throughout the world. 
This would provide the mate
rial needed by musicians and 
students who are unable to tra
vel. We must also realize that 
for the time being this tradi
tion--carried on by living men 
and handed down through the 
spoken word rather than in 
codices and manuscripts-still 
exists; for the time being we 
are fortunately able to main
tain a direct and comprehen
sive connection with the past 
in its true setting. But a few 
decades hence it may be irre
vocably lost. 
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I T IS POSSIBLE to adapt 
primitive and rare music 
into our cosmopolitan life, 

just as it has proved possible 
for Orientals, accustomed only 
to native modes, to learn to 
understand European music. In 
radio broadcasting we have the 
opportunity of making all kinds 
of experiments. Programs can 
be constructed with great flex
ibility. 

Is there any reason that a 
selection of the Japanese koto 
should not be followed by a 
fifteenth-century European en
semble? Hanunoo and Zulu 
chants and the German lieder 
&.rgue for three singing styles, 
totally separated in time and 
space, and yet actually present 
in our known world. For ac
tual performances, exchanges 
of musicians might be started 
so that performers of the In
dian vennah and the Japanese 
gamelan might be heard in 
Western cities as well as in the 
Orient. In the Philippines, 
for example, virtuosi on these 
instruments have never be-en 
heard by the public. 

The movies furnish the ex
perimentalist with another op
portunity to speak freshly by 
using a wide gamut of mate
rial to fashion new as well as 
cld settings. Whether it is a 
snow scene; an Oriental vil
lage, an apartment house, or 
river life, human emotions and 
physical phenomena may be 
represented by sounds that 
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Strauss in ·Manila 

Eduard Strauss, great grand
son of the famous Johann 
Strauss the waltz king, paid 
tribute recently to the Mani
la Symphony Orchestra's abi
lity to execute great music 
with "feeling and competen
cy." 

At a press conference 
Strauss said the Filipino "feel 
cf music" was superior to that 
of the Japanese. Strauss ar
rived Monday afternoon after 
doing a three-month stint 
with the Tokyo Symphony Or
chestra. 

are not limited to the now 
well-worn stereotyped "Wil
liam Tell" type passages of the 
conventional orchestra. Can
not human characters be de
lineated by gongs and bells as 
well as by bassons and French 
horns? Cannot an Asian or 
African ensemble express emo
tions-freshly-rather than an 
European orchestra? In other 
words to what extent is our 
perception of the "meaning" 
of sounds purely conventional? 
And to what extent are we 
limited by the conventions of 
our traditions? To what ex
tent is music programmatic: 
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is there a real connection bet
ween sounds and pictorial or 
emotional representation? A 
correct answer opens greater 
range of resources to work 
with in what is now, and what 
will come to be, known of exo
tic music. In this way, his 
musical portrayal of life will 
be less ethnocentric. 

Modern music education, 
both for children and adults, 
needs an appreciation of a 
more expanded range of 
sounds. In elementary schools, 
hymns and folksongs of har
monic construction might very 
well be supplemented by 
Asian and other chants put in
to Western musical notation 
for popular use and sung with 
their original texts and authen
tic rhythm without harmonic 
accompaniment. 

It is as possible for children 
of different culturns to com
prf:hend the popular chants of 
the Samoans and the Chinese, 
or Indian vocal music, as it is 
to comprehend "Auld Lang 
Syne." By playing recordings 
of diverse spe"Cimens in the 
classrooms, during recreation 
periods, and on the radio, a 
familiarity and taste for this 

. can be developed. In the high
er academic schools, general 
ir..usic appreciation may be 
taught from a world point of 
view involving the music of a 
long span of time and cover
ing large sections of the earth's 
surface. 
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In music schools, fundamen
tal concepts like "melody," 
rhythm," and "form," are in 
need of new definition. Aesthe
tic ideas derived from ancient 
music can be studied side by 
side with the- theory and phi
losophy of the western musical 
idiom. For example, why 
should not Indian or Nigerian 
rhythms be analysed as care
fully in the academy as a fif
teenth- or eighteenth-century 
European composer? Sympho
nies, suites, and fugues are not 
the only musical forms known 
to man. The study of the 
structure of the music of the 
Legong dance of Bali or of 
the Tiwi dance of Australia 
may lead to a new architec
tural conception of music. 

The Italian o p e r a has 
spread so widely that its in
fluence is felt not only in the 
rest of Europe- and in the 
Americas, but also in certain 
parts of Asia, including the 
Philippines, where Latin ex
pressiveness is well under
stood. However, there are 
other important dram at i c 
forms, like the Noh and ka
buki., . the W ayang shows, or 
the Manipur dances that are 
largely confined to their place 
of origin, and hence are rela
t1vely unknown in other parts 
c•f the world. 

The Italians had the Greek 
drama to inspire them, and the 
Germans conveyed mediaeval 
legends through their musical 
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language. The twentieth cen
tury can experiment with and 
synthesize forms based not 
only upon the standard Euro
pean music drama, but upon 
the rich variety of stage pre
sentation types in Asia as well. 
These can be adapted to the 
cinema of any other theatri
cal form. Hence, the analysis 
of vocal technics, phonetic pe
culiarities of language, and the 
bodily constitution of peoples 
would be of basic importance 
for the development of this new 
aesthetics. 

The many elements found 
in the Philippine primitive 
music are part of our present 
world. Because of easier com
munications, we are now abl@ 
to add time and space to our 

perspective. We can turn 
back the clock to peer into 
antiquity, and at the same 
time have the radio bring close 
to us the remotest se'ttions of 
the earth. This partial eman
cipation from the restraints of 
time and space should serve 
as an inspiration to the human 
spirit and stimulate a renais
sance m our thoughts and ac
tions. 

World trade and commerce 
are with us as well as the ma
nifold uses of the machine. It 
is also part of our times to 
understand and benefit i;pirit
ually from the almost intang
ible human refinements that 
are present among the primi
tive as well as among the most 
experienced peoples of the 
world. 

* ·•· * 
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Singer-"Dcn't you like my voice?" 
Accompanist (sadly)-"Madam, I have played on 

the white keys, and I have played on the black 
keys-but you sing in the cracks!" 

* * 
He-"My ancestors came over to America in the 

Mayflower." 
She-"It's lucky they did; the immigration laws are 

a little stricter now." 

* 
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Whales versus men 

By LUCIEN NERETS 

T HE BEGINNING of sununer 
in the southern hemi
sphere (winter in north-

ern latitudes) heralds the ap
proach of the great whaling 
season in Antarctic waters. 

Though the sun scarcely dis
appears for more than two 
hours a day below the horizon, 
the nearness of the ice-pack 
tempers the Antarctic summer. 
The temperature of the water 
hardly ever rises above freez
ing point ( 32°F.) and that of 
the air fluctuates around 35 
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degrees. This part of the globe 
has the most oceanic climate 
m the world. Many species of 
aquatic fauna thrive there, in
cluding a tiny shrimplike crea
tlire popularly known as "krill," 
which is a favorite food for the 
whales. 

T h e Antarctic in summer 
might well be described as a 
yast dining room for the whale 
schools. Coming from waters 
\vhere food supplies are scarce, 
the half-starved whales fa 11 
g1·eedily upon the shoals of 
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krill, consuming hundreds of 
tuns in a season. All species 
take part in this tremendous 
feast, often increasing their fat 
weight by as much as a third. 

Unfortunately for the whales, 
they are not alone in keeping 
this summer rendezvous in An
tarctica. Each year at precise
ly the same time, the whaling 
fleets of many countries steam 
southwards to take part in the 
world's biggest game hunt. To
gether these fleets total about 
480 fast modern vessels, some 
of them costing nearly $900,000 
each and capable of attaining 
speeds of more than 15 knots. 
They spend approximately 
three months in the Antarctic 
every year, from December 15 
to the end of March. 

The maximum catch for the 
entire Antarctic whaling fleet in 
one season is 16,000 "blue 
whale units," and once this tar
get has been reached opera
tions must cease till the fol
luwing year. The order is en
forced by inspectors of the In
ternational Whaling Commis
sion who travel on board the 
factory-ships. The blue whale 
is used internationally as the 
standard measurement of whale 
catches. One "Blue whale unit" 
is equivalent to one blue whale, 
two fin whales, two and a half 
humpback whales or six sei 
whales. 

It may seem strange that 
such s t r i n g e n t regulations 
should govern the hunting of 
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enimals that are free and wild, 
living far from any national 
boundaries, in waters which "de 
jure" belong to no one. But un
bridled exploitation has led in 
the past to a serious depletion 
of the world's whale stocks. 
The ocean could not be expect
ed to go on yielding its riches 
for ever. Over the centuries, 
&pecies after species have been 
completely wiped out. Nowa
days, the "right whale," scien
t;fically-speaking the only spe
cies entitled to the name of 
whale, has almost vanished 
from the ocean. Its hunting is 
prohibited by the International 
Whaling Commission, as is that 
of females escorting their young 
whale-calves or during the ges
tation period. 

Whaling has caused such ra
vages in the past that only three 
or four species of whales still 
exist in sufficient numbers to 
\'i arrant hunting. They are the 
last survivors of the tremen
dous schools of whales which in 
former centuries used to roam 
every ocean. Over the past hun
dred years a 1 one 1,200,000 
whales have been slaughteTed. 
Moreover, the annual catch has 
b e e n constantly increasing. 
From 2,000 in 1900, it rose to 
about 20,000 in 1914 and to 
50 or 55,000 after 1945. 

The International Whaling 
Commission therefore decided 
to restrict the annual slaughter 
of whales and imposed a total 
limit of 16,000 "blue whale 
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units" for the entire season. At 
its meeting in Tokyo last July, 
representatives of 17 countries, 
including those of South Africa, 
Brazil, Canada, the United 
States, France, Great Britain, 
Norway, Sweden and the So
viet Union, maintained the li
mitation on the catch and 
length of the whaling season. 

w HALING HAS altered con-
siderably since the days, 

ten centuries ago, when Basque 
fishermen first started hunting 
their quarry in the Bay of Bis
cay. For hundreds of yaars 
whales were plentiful, eve~ in 
coastal waters. Only a century 
ago, they were being caughi: off 
the Scottish coast and in the 
North Atlantic. Hull, on the 
east coast of England, was once 
a busy whaling port. But gra
dually whales diminished in the 
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off-shore waters and towards 
the end of the nineteenth cen
tury it looked as if this type 
cf whaling was coming to an 
end after a brief heyday. 

Two events, however, occur
ring about this time gave the 
industry a new lease on life. 
The first was the invention of 
the harpoon-canon by the Nor
wegian Sven Foyn in 1870. 
Then, in 1904, another Norwe
gian, Captain Abraham Larsen, 
opened up new whaling grounds 
in the icy waters bordering on 
the South Polar land mass. To
day, all the whaling fleets in 
the world cruise in these wa
ters. Some of the ships are giant 
yessels with crews of more than 
five hundred men on board. 
The British ship "Balaena," for 
example, or the Soviet vessel 
"Slava" are regular floating fac
tories. 
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Few industries, indeed, are 
more lucrative than whaling. 
No other animal - including 
prehistoric species - has ever 
i:-rovided such quantities of va
luable raw materials. The blue 
whale is equal in weight to 3 
dinosaurs, 17 elephants or 133 
oxen. It supplies modern indus
try with an infinite variety of 
products, some of them fairly 
rare. Whales, for instance, pro
vide one-tenth of the world';; 
edible oil production; whale
oil is used in making .marga
rme, lubricating oils, soap, cook
ing fats and cosmetics. Whales 
also provide valuable by-pro
ducts such as hormones, insulin, 
meat and bone meals, fertiliz
e1-'s, poultry and stock feed, vi
tamin extracts and whalebone 
for brush-making. 

Previously, hundreds of thou
sands of tons of whale meat, 
after the oil had been extract
ed, were thrown back into the 
sea as useless. During the war, 
<•ttempts were made to popu
iarize whale meat on the Brit
ish market, but they were not 
very successful and whale steak 
became rather a music hall 
joke. However, whale meat has 
t 1: e highest protein content 
( 85 % ) of any edible meat, and 
eaten fresh it is considered a 
delicacy, tasting somewhat like 
grilled veal. Recent research by 
British specialists has improved 
methods of preserving and pro
cessing and whale meat may 

40 

yet prove to be of importance 
in the industry. 

International coopera ti on 
plays an essential part in the 
development of the industry. 
The British - as mentioned 
&hove - are making valuable 
contributions to research, the 
Norwegians excel in perfecting 
modern economic methods of 
hunting, while the Americans 
and Russians can provide a 
wealth of information on new 
production methods and equip
ment. 

Moreover, close international 
co-operation already exists for 
studying the migratory habits 
of the whale. Whale marking, 
for instance, can be of consi
derable value to the whaling 
industry and many countries 
interested in these problems 
have expressed the desire to 
intensify marking operations 
under the auspices of the Brit
ish Institute of Oceanography. 
The work already carried out 
by Norwegian scientists on 
board the "Enern" was accom
plished with the aid of whaling 
companies from Norway, the 
Netherlands, South Africa and 
the United Kingdom. In addi
tion, Australia, Japan, New 
Zealand and the U.S.S.R. also 
conduct whale marking, while 
France has a research vessel 
stationed off Madagascar, and 
a laboratory at Pointe Noire in 
French Equatorial Africa will 
won be in possession of similar 
equipment.-( UNESCO). 
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Panorama Peek 

Stone and bronze immortalize the Philippines' fore
most revolutionary hero, Andres Bonifacio, at north 
entrance to historic !YI anila. 





WHEN NrcASIO Salazar 
walked down the church's 
aisle to claim someone, 

Sister's island-home revived. It 
was m the hot days of summer 
when I made the unfortunate 
choice to visit them when her 
marriage with Fred 'Croye was 
at its stage· of sharp disenchant
ment and I was at an age when 
I could not help from knowing. 
She was changed and wearied; 
but all this I was not anymore 
surprised. I know how they had 
failed in their dream and in 
their attempt to live by love. 
She had made many efforts to 
come home to ask to be for
given, but Mother stubbornly 
reJused to recognize her at
tempts at atonement. I had 
also known how Fred was will
ing to wound his pride by hav
ing her return home when he 
discovered he was inadequate 
to give her the luxury she had 
been used to. I had known all 
these, so that when she met me 
at the door of her island-home 
that summer and I saw the 
change in her confirmed what 
had merely been told me, my 
fir~t impulse was to cry. 

"How's the collegian?" she 
greeted me. 

"Lousy," I said, trying to be 
harsh in order to hide my feel
ings. 
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"Oh, you don't look it," she 
said. 

I followed her into a sala 
\vhere cheap rattan chairs and 
faded curtains m a d e more 
a1arked the poverty of her si
tuation. 

"Where's Fred?" I asked. 
"Upstairs but he'll be dowri 

in a minute. He is sick." 
"Sick of what? I did not 

know that." 
"Oh, just sick. But of course 

you never heard of it. I know 
bow Mama has c-0mpletely ig
nored us." 

I averted my look from her. 
A wind was fluttering the cur· 
tains, making t h e indistinct 
prints of birds in them strug
gle. 

"You've a very nice place 
here," I said. "Ifs not dusty and 
there are lots of trees. Very 
beautiful," I added. 

"Only there is the· sea around 
to separate us," she said. 

"Oh, Rey." It was Fred, pale 
Pnd emaciated, mockery almost 
of the handsome guerrilla that 
used to 'visit Sister in our eva
cuation home. He descended 
slowly, leaning against the ba
nister and joined us. He was 
more polite and matter-of-fact. 
He inquired after Father and 
Mother and whether they were 
still mad at them. Then they 
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accompanied me to the room I 
was to occupy during the visit 
and when they finally left me, 
I know, that despite the smiles 
that went with their looks 
whenever they regarded each 
other and the casual references 
of Fred to Mother's refusal to 
forgive - in spite of these all 
I knew that things were yet 
for from being settled between 
them. 

The window in my room 
commanded a good view of the 
ma. In the opposite shore were 
groups of nipa houses which 
appeared at first sight to be 
leaning on each o t h er but 
\\•hich, when regarded for long, 
were really separate. I was to 
know afterwards - one after
noon when I climbed a hill -
that beyond were more islands. 

What Fred was sick of, my 
sister Clara never told me. But 
I suspected it was t.b. He 
coughed too much on ttle night 
of my arrival. His room was 
cidjacent to mine and I could 
hear him c~lled frequently for 
hear an unutteTed response from 
hear an unttered response from 
her. One time, in the middle of 
the night, I was awakened by 
his spasmodic coughing. He 
called for Clara between 
spasms, but it took quite a time 
before I heard him say, "Here, 
prop me up with more pillows." 
I heard Clara's grouchy mumb
lings. W h en t h e coughing 
caught him again, he called out 
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weakly, "Clara, please don't 
leave mel" 

Where was Clara going in 
the middle of the night? It 
could not have been to call a 
doctor for there were but eight 
families in the island and there 
was no physician among them. 
If she wanted he·lp, why didn't 
she call me? I wanted to ask 
what the matter was but final
ly decided to wait. The cough
mg stopped. I went back to 
sieep. 

I found out afterwards, tha~ 
they were no sharing rooms/ 
But this fact, in itself, at once 
loses its significance if contrast
ed with my later discoveries. 

One morning some excursion
ists landed on the island. They 
were young men and women 
and they bathed and made 
noise on the shore a little qis
tant from the front of the house. 
Clara wondered where they 
came from. She stood by the 
v.;indow and watched the merry 
bathers. 

w E STAYED at the front 
porch late in the after

noon. I read McCuller's The 
Heart Is A Lonely Hunter. 
Clara and Fred were free but 
they kept silent. Then one of 
the excursionists came to ask 
for fresh water. Clara called 
Nati, Fred's thirteen-year old 
cousin who wa·s staying with 
them as helpmate, and told her 
to fill the canteen of the stran
ger. The youth, like Nicasio 
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Salazar, had hairs on his chest. 
He was in bathing trunk. Clara 
eyed his limbs intensely and 
when he left after thanking us, 
I saw Clara's eyes follbWing 
him still. Then she took a deep 
treath and exhaled in a sigh. 

The breeze became cold to
ward evening. Fred had to 
leave us. I closed the book I 
was reading. In front of us 
were two posts planted oppo
s!te each other between which, 
Clara used to st r e t c h the 
clothesline perhaps. Now the 
line between them had broken 
and there they stood, etched 
against a false twilight, merely 
two distant poles. I tried to 
start a conversation with Clara. 
Our talk drifted to Kaglawaan. 
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I talked of social activities: of 
the pai1ies we had given, the 
important guests we had enter
tained, but she did not say 
much and I could not under
stand why this once frivolous 
~ of mine could be .so dis
uiterested in social gossips. 
Then I realized how really we 
l:ad mutually excluded each 
c.ther. It was then that Clara 
revive·d the subject of Nicasio 
Salazar. How is he? "Does he 
still talk of us?" I told her the 
attitude Nicasio had taken to
ward her elopment, how he re
fused to beoiieve it at first, how 
he had confided to me once, 
"Rey, I'll never forget her." 
The conversation would have 
~topped there but Clara refused 
to confine ourselves to the pre
~ent. She insisted on speaking 
of the past. 

Nicasio was the favored suit
or of the family. There was al
ready talk of marriage when 
the war intervened. He was 
drafted; while we evacuated to 
the barrio in the other side of 
tl-n shore of this Clara's island. 
There she met Fred Croye, a 
young man who later joined 
Brother's guerrilla unit. He had 
a pleading voice when he sang 
and he played the guitar. He 
was with us almost every night. 
One morning, toward the end 
of the war, Clara was found 
gone. They came back after
wards-she and Fred-but the 
family refused to recognize 
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them. They had to depart as 
strangers. 

"What if I had waited for 
him?" Clara declared almost to 
herself alone. 

"How about the jacket he left 
you?" I asked. 

"I still have it in my trunk.. 
It has now assumed a very 
pleasant fragrance as a result 
of its long keeping. But Fred 
doesn't know it's Nick's." 

"Didn't he ask whose it was?" 
"He hasn't seen it yet." 
So ... 
That night I heard Fred's 

futile calls again and also Cla
ra's silence, as if the thin parti
tion that divided their indivi
dual rooms was a wide ocean 
like the calm, silent sea outside 
that lies between them and un
forgiving kin in Gaglawaan. I 
was reminded how I tried to 
call someone on the telephone 
cne lonely night in college and 
how I did not get any answer 
from the other end of the line. 

I was still awake when Clara 
called me up before dawn of 
the next day. She entered my 
room to help me pack my bag. 
But I had already everything 
inside so that I really had no 
need for her. Yet she lingered 
in my room. 

"Is Mama still angry, Rey?" 
she asked. 

I closed the zipper of my 
bag tight. 

"She has stopped chiding 
you in our presence," I told 
her although this was not true. 
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"If I go, will she receive me?" 
"I think yes," I lied again. In 

the course of my whole stay I 
had always trietl to evade her 
questions, thinking that if I con
ceal the truth from her, I would 
at least spare her from further 
hurts. It was only when she 
came; taking me for my words, 
perhaps, and Mother main
tained her stoicism, did I real
ize how I had betrayed her and 
irretrievably alienated her from 
me. But I was blinded to the 
consequenc~ then and so I fed 
her with lies. 

It was dawn-cold when we 
walked down the shore to the 
boat that was to take me away. 
One of the boatmen was try
ing to empty the vessel of its 
water contents. The coconut 
shell scrapping ·against the bot
tcim of the boat sounded hol
low in the profound silence of 
that false twilight. Then we 
pulled away from shore. . 

"Te·ll Nick I asked about 
him," Clara called across the in
creasing distance between us. 

I heard Fred ask, "Who's 
Nick?" I heard Clara answer 
but did not know what she said. 
The distance was too much for 
me to understand. Their con
versation reached me as faint 
incoherent whispers. Clara had 
kept everything from Fred. 
When she said Fred has not yet 
seen the jacket, I thought she 
and Nick. But no. She had for-
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ever kept it a secret in her 
breast. 

The guests in the church 
gathered around Nick and his 
bride. The wedding was over, 
for better or for worse. I can 
still remember how Nick had 

told · me he can never forget 
Clara, and how, when I arrived 
f·.·om that brief summer visit, 
he had warmly inquired after 
:her although he was already 
engaged. I did not tell him then 
the failure of my sister's mar
riage for I know that informa
tion of that sort ~ould still 
have the power to hurt. It was 
all so obvious in his questions. 
And only yesterday, the eve of 
his wedding, he asked me whe
ther Claar was coming. He had 
sent her an invitation, he said. 
Rey, I'll never forget her. The 
words repeated themselves in 
my mind as I watched the 
crowd follow the newly-wed to 
the bridal car, keeping distan
ces between them. I had just 
turned twenty then but have 
had romantic affairs with many 
girls in college. SupeTficially, 
they had all seemed to be con
fiding, but who of them had 
shared with me the secrets 
locked in her ·heart? . . . 

* * * 
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Amen 

There once was a lady from Guam 
Who said, "Now the ocean's so calm 

I wiII swim for a lark." 
She encountered a shark. 

Let us now sing the 90th Psalm. 

* 
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By LEON ARD CASPER 

(? OME MEN carry their private pain into underground bur
~ rows and die nursing it without comprehension. Others 

like the wounded stag lie· down "to die under the pop
lars flecked with morning," wide eyes refusing to release the 
world they have known. Not the death of beauty, but the 
beauty of beauty even in death, is the poet's burden. Ap
propriately, the voice of Bienvenidq Santos' fifty poems, en
titled The Wounded Stag, is elegiac, scraped raw by havoc
yet heroic in its acceptance of the need to be responsive, tc 
be responsible. It is the sound of endurance, denying that it 
must drop into silence unheard. Consequently, there is dawn
ing vigor in each dying phrase. 

In his introduction to this collection, capable critic Manuel 
A. Viray (himself a foreign service-man, as Santos was, and 
poet) identifies three specific periods in Santos' life which 
correspond to the range of these poems: 1 the Sulucan years 
of youth in Tondo slums; the wartime exile in America; and 
the return to a devastated native land. It is true that most 
of these poems are too heartfelt, too committed to human 
eventfulness not to have had long histories in the man's per
sonal feelings. Yet it is a more important fact that the author 
himself has ·not attempted to arrange his work chronologically, 
according to those three "stages" in his life-perhaps to indi
cate that they were not stage·;; after all, but rather replicas of 
one another. The earliness or lateness of Santos' poems cannot 

• Bienvenido Santos, The Wonnded Stag: 50 Poems (Capitol Publishing House: 
Quezon City, 1956). 

1 See Panorama, February 1956. 
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be distinguished, because evidently his life as poet has been 
marked not by development-in-time but by constancy-of-vision. 
The experiences of deprived youth, exile, and repatriate pre
sumably were unitary, since the poetic theme now is seen to 
be singular. 

Over and over, whatever the changing circumstances (and 
wmetimes these are made quite foreign and displaced, as if 
to test the personal vision), the feeling is that of human ex
penditure, waste and the fatal wound, of weariness, of terror 
among the love'less and the lost, of spiritual drouth. 

fl LMOST AS a fugue, certainly as Eomething more compelling 
than mere accompaniment, the imagery of physical cor

ruption is pursued by imagery of the great betrayals of reli
gion. ·Soul and body are disappearing from the human scene, 
leaving only the grease of cosmetic illusions. The poems are 
populated with frantic gods and with calvaries. But this very 
placing of one in the other's conte:x:r,-human and divine 
pain-instead of multiplying the feeling of depression, ex· 
horts man to make of his exile a pilgrimage, to offer his 
suffering for his own redemption, to inspirit each otherwise 
meaningless daily gesture. 

Nevertheless, such juxtaposition is not made from com
placency; the Christian myth is not swallowed like some mo
dern-day "happy pill" (see "Footnote to Wisdom"). These 
poems are petitions, equivalents of prayer; they are a horizon 
cf ripe, not naive hope, at the near margin of despair. Santos' 
knowledge of the depth of man's dilemma-he must sink to 
rise-is shown in "Father and Son": 

"My father's wound was deep 
Stretched through the ends of earth 
Tortuous like many rivers 
Thus waited for my birth." 

Here is man's moral heredity, the tracing of essential history. 
Like the other poems, this one is more autobiographical. 

In a world where survival itself keeps us busy, belief 
in purpose is difficult. Each man, like· the Tantalus of "In 
Fair Exchange" or the novitiate seen in the deserted terminal, 
is tempted to grow weary of trial. Christ at least knew that 
he was not forsaken; and in "Brotherhood" the poet begs 
reassurance : 

"Tell me, as you softly cried in anguish 
0 my God, why hast thou forsaken me, 
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You heard an answer, did you not, promise 
Of life beyond, your own divinity." 

And "Pilgrimage" speaks of sainthood as a thing of the past. 
Yet "Apostleship," -- and how many others? - accepts 

"April's captaincy" and the "true wound." Particularly the poet
as-magician of the imagination, although sometimes sidetracked 
like the wandering Magi in "Gift Bearers," is restless because 
he is dissatisfied wit!1 the ~ight of himself or any oth1~r man 
dying-alive spending his hours "blowing into swollen entrails." 
Beauty, uncloistered and experienced and nevertheless un
violated, dying intact, does not die. There is bitterness and 
cynicism in "The Eyeless Saying Yes," yet however deep the 
sense of outrage, mankind is not confused with its own un
kindness. There is no re-treat, from the truth of evil~nor 
from the truth of good. Faith is the good of the poet. 

As one contemplates, with some admiration, Santos' major 
themes and their poetic demonstration, a CET A meeting one 
year ago is called to mind. On that occasion, while a few 
members were suggesting the inclusion of Filipino writings in. 
college curricula, one objection came from a member of the 
Department of Education who argued that Filipino fiction 
and poetry are too difficult. Later he confessed that of his 
own most recent reading, he had found memorable only Bon
jour Tristesse, the story of a daughter's quarrel with her fa
ther's mistresses, written by Francoise Sagan, a still-teen age 
French girl. 

Not everything difficult to read is worthy; but the poems 
of Bienvenido Santos are evidence that the way without the 
cross is a waste. 
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* * * 

The Proofreaders, Especially 

Coach - "Whafs his name?" 
Manager - "Osscowinsinki." 
Coach - "Put him on the first team. Boy, will l 

get even with the newspapers." 

* 
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Literary Personality-XXI/J 

C9harles 'Peguy: Witness to <Dictation 

7HE INTELLECTUAL shores of France have hissed and 
moan~d so long with ID:inds r~shing between _high and 
low tide, that the rockhke poise of a Peguy is always 

1egarded as a phenomenon. And who is to say that the great 
change in his own life was not really, rather, a steady pro
gre'Ss towards some destination foreseen? In Basic Varieties 
Peguy once wrote of "the greatest mystical mysteries," "the 
necessity of Rome in the temporal purpose of God." 

Shortly after Charles Peguy's birth in 1873 and his fa
ther's death, his mother was back making a hard living by 
mending cane chairs. Peguy was always proud of his peasant 
origin because he felt that the wisdom and the history of a 
people spe·ak through the memories of its peasantry. 

Even as a child, he was uncompromising and independent. 
Not only did he refuse to become a priest, but by the time 
that he left Orleans to enter the Lycee Lakanal in Paris, he 
had stopped believing in the immortality of the soul:-When 
his plodding mind had difficulty with lessons, he joined the 
army for a year; but in 1893, his small hefty frame with 
its delicate-poweTful haIJ.ds and boid eyes was visibie again 
among the schoolmen at Sainte-Barbe, once home to Calvin 
and Loyola. 

Young Pe-guy was already au!5tere, a non-gambler, a tee
totalle'r. Because he felt that corrections were dishonest, he 
never changed a word in his examinations and therefore forced 
himself to be flawless and straightforward. He spoke of the 
Harmonious City of the future where everyone would be 
poor, because riches are a prideful sin, but no one destitute. 
Peguy was an ardent atheist and socialist. At school he was 
constantly begging coins from his classmates, to he·lp support 
workers on strike: and nobody could refuse him. 
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p OR A YEAR, Peguy prepared to be a wiiversity professor, 
and busied himself with a mysterious manuscript which 

he kept locked in a small black trunk. He seemed drawn again 
and again to the subject of Joan of Arc, the saint of Orleans, 
where he finally returned in 1895 on a prolonged leave of 
absence. Two years late'f he married the sister of his closest 
companion, Marcel Baudoin, partly because he wanted to 
replace the young man (recently dead by natural causes in 
military service) in the Baudoin family and partly because 
the sister was also a revolutionary socialist. 

In 1897, he returned to the university where Henri Berg
son and Romain Rolland were teaching. But the greater sti
mulus to the French mind in that day was the Dreyfus court
martial: the innocent Jew accused of leaking miliMI"y secrets. 
Peguy and his friends met anti-Dreyfusards in beer-glass bat
tles on the boulevard. 

That same year he completed his drama about Joan of 
Arc, and disappointed his admirers who could not share his 
interest in a dead saint. Ye't they helped him raise funds to 
publish his unplayable phy, 752 pages of it! The following 
spring, they inaugurated a socialist bookshop. While Peguy 
was busy failing his final examinations and abandoning thought 
of a university career, the shop began to overflow with peo
ple--come not to buy but to argue socialism. Finally, Peguy 
had to move to a smaller place, austere as a monastery and 
suitable to him. Julian Green records that "His life was more 
and more like a long meditation interrupted only by con
,·ersations, someti~es impassioned arguments with his friends." 
When he did write, not a word had to be crossed out: "It is 
dictated," he would declare quietly. 

As his shop became a publishing firm, he read every book 
produced and was never known to let a misprint through. 
But few besides himself cared to read those enormous volumes 
of social consciousness. 

Late in 1908, Peguy announced that he was a Catholic 
again, weeping for joy and for the knowledge of the labor 
o.head. His wifo was an unbeliever; their children had not 
been baptized; the Church did not recognize his marriage. 
Peguy felt he could not live as 1 Catholic; he did not hear 
mass-yet obstinately he tried to think and pray like one. He 
was often seen on top of double-deck buses nraying the 
rosary with tears on his face. He refused to be called a 
convert: he had only become what he was. Still, he had 
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difficulty saying the Lord's Prayer which demands forgiveness 
of those who trespass against us. Not that, being a sinner, 
he could not forgive others: "What is most contrary to salva
tion is not sin but habit," he wrote; but he could not stand 
"the world of those who have no mysticism; and who boast 
of it." 

J N 1910, WE published The Mystery of the Charity of Joan 
of Arc, a long dramatic poem but shorter than his first 

play about her. (An adaptation of the Mystery by the Amer
ican Theater Guild is planned for staging in Europe, Broad
way's theaters having been reserved for two yfilars ahead). 
His language is always as simple as a chiid's, as strong as 
a peasant's; his God the Father is more provincial than phil
osophical. Repetitions clear the way for his thought and at 
the same time P.nrich the meaning with felt incantations. 

The second Mystery was published in October 1911, as 
The Porch of the Mystery of the Second Virtue: hope. Shortly 
thereafter The Mystery of the Holy Innocents: childhood's 
faith: was printed ... and ignored. Peguy worked on, trans
ferring his dream of world revolution to a spiritual plane, 
knowing as Green says that "When Saint Francis preached 
on the holiness of poverty, he was a far greater revolutionist 
than Lenin, but he had no blood on his hands except the 
blood of the stigmata." 

After his son was saved frem a desperate typhoid illness, 
Feguy walked 72 kilometers to Chartres as he had promised 
Our Lady of Chartres. (His children later were baptized, his 
wife converted after his death.) A poetic account of his three
day pilgrimage brought him recognition a few mon.ths before 
his death. 

When World War I broke out, Peg;uy, 41, refused to stay 
in reserve; but died at Villeroy on the. front, leading his men 
into battle until stricken and "Stretched out on the ground 
in the face of God." He had said, "To ask for victory and 
not to feel like fighting, I consider that ill-bred": nor was 
his reference to the daily fight for bread alone. 

* * * 
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L'J N INDIA there are four 
-, principal shrines of his-

toric Buddhism at each 
of which large sums of money 
are now being spent in improv
lTlg communications and the ac
commodation f o r th e v a s t 
crowds expected and for the 
restoration of existing monu
ments. 

The first of the four is called 
Lumbini, now in the Ne·pal 
Therai. Here are the remains 
of the park, under the trees of 
which the Queen gave birth to 
her son Gautama-a man and 
no god, who was destined to 
rediscover and point out to 
mankind the way which leads 
to the end of suffering. For long 
lost in a fever-ridden swamp, 
the site has now been excavat
ed, including a pillar erected 
to mark .the site in the third 
century B.C. by the great Bud
dhist Emperor Asoka. 

The second is Buddh-Gaya, 
which I found far more muse-
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Found m the swamps 

By C. HUMPHREYS 

worthy, to use a modern term, 
for under the Bo-tree, a cut
ting of whic!i still shades the 
r,ite, the Pnnce attained En
lightenment. The stone now to 
he seen marks the point on 
earth where the greatest mind 
of India, after many lives of 
self-preparation, broke through 
the mind-barrier of illusion and 
was free. The site is now in 
joint Hindu and B u d d h i s t 
hands, and pilgrims come from 
all over the world to visit the 
temple, enshrined in the vast 
stone tower, unique in the 
architecture of India, which 
rears its head 170 feet above 
the tree-shaded stone. 

At the Sarnath, the third 
center of pilgrimage, one the 
Deer Park de·.>cribed at length 
in the Buddhist scriptures, is 
the largest and, I thought, the 
most impressive Buddhist cen-
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ter in India. Here, where the 
first sermon was given, are a 
temple, library, free dispensary, 
resthouses, and the remains of 
the famous pillar, the lion cap
ital of which, now in the mu
seum, is the symbol of modern 
India. Here and at Buddh-Gaya 
will be the largest of the inter
national meetings which will 
go on throughout the year, the 
year of Buddha Jl:\yanti, as the 
victory celebrations of the 
Buddha will be called. 

The last of the four shrines 
is Kusinara, now almost lost in 
the jungle, where there is little 
to be seen. There is a famous 
reclining figure, twenty feet in 
length, of the fifth century, but 
the emphasis on Buddhist de
votion is on the Enlightenment 
achieved by Gautama the man, 
and his teaching of the way to 
it, rather than the birth and 

passing of the body born in 
this, his last incarnation. 

A fifth shrine is of greater 
intere·st for the future. This is 
the site of N aalnda which from 
the second to the ninth centu
ries AD. was the largest and 
most famous university in the 
world. Here, more than 1,000 
years ago, all the greatest minds 
of the civilized world as known 
to the East were welcome; here 
100 lectures were given every 
day to the 10,000 students of 
[tll ages. They were housed and 
taught without any charges, at 
the expense of the kings and 
wealthy merchants who were 
ever ready to supply money 
for that which money could 
never buy. The site, south-east 
of Patna, is now revived for a 
new int~rnational Buddhist uni
versity. 

MOBILE RADIOS FOR MALAY A 

T HREE Malayan authorities-the Police, Cus
toms and the Fire Service--recently placed 
orders for United Kingdom mob i 1 e radio 

equipment for use in vehicles and patrol vessels 
under their control. 

The Malayan Fire Service, whose new head
quarters building in Kuala Lumpur was officially
opened by the Sultan of Selangor, have ordered 
ten sets, the Customs Department nineteen, and the 
Police have ordered fourteen. 

* * 
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c-----------A commentary-~--~------

Unrest in the Satellites 

Is the Soviet empire disintegrating? 

By FELIXBl!RTO C. ST A. MARI A 

W HEN VICTORIOUS Soviet 
Russia consolidated her 
boundaries after the sec

ond world war, she also built 
a fance of satellite nations on 
her western flank, c u t t i n g 
across Europe from the Baltic 
Sea in the north to the Black 
Sea in the south. These victim:; 
of communist expansionist am
bitions have also served as a 
ouffer between Russia and the· 
West. Last month this fence 
appeared to be cracking up un
der the stress of nationalist re
bellions. 

The six satellite nations am, 
from north to south: Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Ru
mania, Bulgaria and Albania. 
Together they represent more 
than 75,000,000 peoples. Ex
cept for Albania which is se
r,arated from the rest by the 
southern t i p o f Yugoslavia, 
these nations form a continuous 
wall on the Soviet frontier. To 
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them may be added East Ger
many which, with its o v e r 
1 7 ,000,000 population, precar
iously lies between Poland and 
Czechoslovakia, northwQst of 
the satellite wall. 

The break-away actually 
~tarted with Yugoslavia in 
1948. In that year Marshal 
T i t o , shrugging off Stalin's 
heavy hand from around his 
broad shoulder, declared his in
cfopende·nce from Moscow. ThG! 
Soviet d i c t a t o r promptly 
purged him from the commun
ist family and promised quick 
and drastic retaliation. But Tito 
persisted in his ways and no
thing happened to him. Since 
then the Yugoslav marshal, 
while continuing to embrace 
communism, had been a thorn 
on Stalin's i;ide and a useful, 
if uncertain, ally of the West. 

For several years until Sta
lin's death and even a year or 
so after the new Soviet rulers 
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took o v e r , Yugoslavia was 
shunned by ·Moscow. Tito was 
a rebel and he had to be treat
ed like one. If Stalin's thun
derous wrath had not descend
ed on him as promised, it was 
probably because the Soviets 
were deterred by the prospects 
of a strong Tito supported by 
the West. Anyway, by Mos
sow's calculations Yugoslavia, 
lacking the support of the com
munist economy and distrusted 
by the West, would soon with
er in the satellite vine. 

It was subsequently proved 
that Stalin was wrong, for not 
only did Tito maintain his in
dependence but he also became 
the recipient of generous Am
erican support. Stalin had mis
calculated. 

The next step in the break
away was taken by the Soviet 
Party Boss Nikita Khrushchev. 
Pushing aside the fat Georgi 
Malenkov, Stalin's immediate 
successor, Khrushchev in a dra
matic speech before the sup
reme communist ruling body 
b1tterly denounced Stalin last 
summer as an enemy of the 
people. The late Soviet dicta
tor was accused of the most 
heinous crimes in the Soviet 
hook a:nd of having built a le
gend around himself, in viola
tion of the collective leader
ship rule of communism. From 
then on, there began in earnest 
a downgrading of Stalin. This 
campaign, still going on, has 
created terrific repercussions 
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throughout 
world. 

t h e communist 

0 NE OF such repercussions 
was the violent shift in 

communist leadership in the 
satellite countries. Party lead
ers who had opposed Stalin 
r.nd who were either executed 
or imprisoned for so doing, sud
denly became heroes, and the 
Stalinist officials in power were 
denounced as villains. Thus in 
Poland, Hungary and Bulgaria 
the Titoists were either post
humously rehabilitated or com
pletely restored to power. Else
where in the satellite congre·
e:ation de-Stalinization moved 
f't a furioUs pace, in general 
tending towards greater auto
nomy from Moscow. 

The first violent sign of free
c:l.om took place in Poznan, Po
land, last June 28. A group of 
stee·l workers, defying govern~ 
ment troops, staged a miniature 
revolt. Shouting "Bread and 
Freedom!" the rioters upturned 
vehicles, burned government 
buildings and released political 
prisoners. Red-faced commun
;st officials promptly put down 
the revolt and promised better 
wages and working conditions 
to the workers. 

But the damage had been 
clone: for the first time since 
Moscow put the satellites un
der its heels, a subject people 
had taunted the communist rul
C'rs in open defiance. Many saw 
in the Poznan rebellion the 
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signal for the other satellite 
countries to challenge the Red 
masters. Evidently Khrushchev's 
anti-Stalin strategy was back
firing on his face. In destroy
mg the ruthless Joseph Stalin 
before the eyes of the Soviet 
congregation, the Russian mas
ters had also weakened the 
bond that held together the sa
tellite family. It was a bond of 
terror and repression, no doubt, 
but it was an effective one. 
With Stalin's statues and me
::norials toppled Moscow's con
trol of the subject peoples. The 
gates of freedom had been un
hcked and were just waiting 
for the slaves to fling them 
open. 

Then a few weeks ago the 
Poznan rioters who were ar-
1 ested last June were put on 
trial. Apparently to convince 
the world that there was a new 
regime of democracy and jus
tice in Poland, the government 
decided to hold unprecedented 
free and open trials. In the 
packed courtrooms the enbold
ened defendants described a 
life of hardship and oppression 
under the communist banner. 
Fcreign newsmen, especially 
those from the West, quickly 
broadcast the excellent propa
ganda material. Here was the 
truth from out of the mouth of 
the victims themselves. It made 
excellent copy in the Western 
press. 

Greatly embarrassed, Polish 
officials decided to discontinue 
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the public trials. But again, the 
h~rm had been done; the com
munists had exposed one more 
ugly flank. When the trials 
er.ded, the convicte·d rioters 
went off with relatively light 
sentences. The publicity had 
<.>pparently worked in their fa
vor. 

J T w AS at this stage of the 
de-Stalinization campaign 

that Khrushchev decided some
time last month to hold private 
meetings w i t h Yugoslavia's 
Tito. It was time to win back 
completely the straying com
munist into the Soviet fold and 
induce a picture of solid har
mony between Russia and the 
satellite members. Khrushchev 
flew to Yugoslavia, where he 
spent more than a week with 
Tito on the warm Adriatic 
coast. In return the Yugoslav 
dictator joined Khrushchev at 
Yalta by the Black Sea for over 
a week. What actually trans
pired between them has not 
been known although it is gen
erally supposed the two com
munist leaders did not simply 
waste time reminiscing on their 
common hatred - Stalin. Yet 
there was no announcement or 
even indication of a change of 
heart on the part of Tito. Yu
goslavia evidently would re
main where she is: an inde
pendent communist state. 

Into this uncerta,in picture, 
cluttered with persistent rumors 
of new power struggles within 
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the Kremlin, leaped the elec
tric image of anti-Russia re
volts in Poland. For a terrify
mg while, it looked as if all 
of Foland would blow up. 

The situation was of course 
being watched closely by Mos
cow. Some Polish nationalists 
would apparently liberate their 
country, not necessarily from 
communism, but from the 
dutches of the Kremlin. Wlad
yslaw Gomulka, who was ban
ished seven years ago as a Ti
toist, was released from his in
carceration last April and was 
on his way back to power. 
When Stalin damned him sev
en years ago, he put into pow
er Constantine Rokossovsky 
who was also made defense 
minister and commander-in
chief of communist forces in 
Warsaw. Came the de-Stalin
ization campaign and the Pol
ish Stalinists had to step down. 
Aside from Rokossovsky who 
was replaced by Gomulka, Ja
cob Berman, No. 1 man in the 
Polish Party, and Hilary Mine, 
No. 2 man, were discarded. 

Meeting at the Council of 
Minister's building, top Polish 
communists 1 as t October 19 
formally returned Gomulka to 
power. But Moscow, sensing 
that de-Stalinization was get
ting a bit out of hand and might 
iesult in the destruction of 
Soviet communism itself in Po
land, quickly intervened. Fly
ing into the Council of Minis
ter's conference at Warsaw, 
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Khrushchev and other top Rus
s i a n officials threatened to 
crush the Poles if they persist
ed in their "imperialist ins
pired" rebellion. 

This incident sparked a se
ries of wild anti-Soviet demon
strations last October 23, re
portedly involving three major 
Polish cities, including Wro
claw and two others near the 
East German border. But the 
disorders, like the Poznan riot 
last June, were effectively put 
down. 

On his part Gomulka made 
ciear the reversal of Poland':; 
Moscow-dictated policy. Attack
ing the Soviet-style economy, 
he stated that the now famous 
Poznan riot was justified and 
that it was not provoked by 
'·foreign imperialists" as claimed 
earlier by Khrushchev. He also 
announced a new program de
signed to improve Polish-Amer
ican relations, reorganize work
ers' unions, removing all Stalin~ 
ists from key positions, abol
ishing Russian as a compulsory 
subject in the school:;, and re
moving present ban on Poles 
travelling to Western countries. 

T HE NEXT violent episode 
of European communism 

took place in Hungary in the 
last week of October. Obvious
ly taking their cue from the 
freedom-hungry Poles, Hunga
rian nationalists started an in
surrection in Budapest on the 
25th. Immediate cause of the 
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outbreak (which is still going 
or: as this is being written) was 
the reinstatement of Premier 
Imre Nagy. The anti-Stalin 
premier, purged in 1955, was 
1 estored by communist author
ities in an obvious effort to ap
pease the radicals. He replaced 
Andras Hegedus whom the re
bels hated because he was clear
ly manipulated from Moscow. 
The writers demanded the ex
pulsion of Soviet troops from 
Hungary; they would not be 
satisfied with a mere change of 
internal leadership. 

Desirous to quell the rebel
lion and restore order in his 
country, Premier Nagy had 
broadcast an ultimatum, at the 
same time appealing to his peo
ple for the sake of Hungary. 
Some say he was forced to do 
so at Russian gunpoint. Four 
days after the revolt started, 
Vienna papers placed the ca
sualty at 350 killed and sev
eral thousands wounded, with
out any prospect that the fight -
mg would let up. In Budapest 
the Reds remained in control, 
although the rebels were ap
parently gaining in the western 
country side. A rebel radio sum
moned Hungarian workers to 
a general strike and demand
e:d the release of imprisoned 
Cardinal Joseph Midszenty and 
his restoration as Catholic pri
mate of Hungary. All interna
tional travel through Hungary 
had been_ suspended. 

Latest reports indicate that 
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the rebels have extended their 
control, with non-communists 
being favored in the new Nagy 
regime. 

It is very plain to see that 
a major break in the satellite 
wall is impending. This of 
course is something Soviet Rus 
sia would not readily admit 
and which, likewise, the West 
would tend to exaggerate and 
make capital of in the East
W est war of propaganda. The 
fact remains however that the 
stern solidarity among the Eu
ropean communists, whether 
brought a b o u t by common 
ideology or common terror, has 
suffered a dent. As some wise
acres put it, Khrushchev is dis
covering the truth of the adage 
that a little freedom is a dan
geroUs thing. 

Yet it is too late to go back. 
This Moscow's tenants must 
also know. Maybe they had 
been too hasty in destroying 
the Stalin myth. Maybe they 
~hould have not let the subject 
peoples have a taste of free
dom. 

One inevitable effect of the 
present satellite unrest would 
be to change the balance of 
power in Europe. Should Po -
land, Hungary, and Albania 
(where there are rumors of 
similar rumblings) break away 
from Moscow a n d establish 
like Yugoslavia, a third force 
in Eastern Europe, the Western 
Big Three would be immeasur
ably strengthened. This is a 
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thought which must be con
stantly haunting Moscow's ten
ants like a bad dream. It seems 
·1ery logical that Soviet Rus
sia, in justifiable self-interest, 
would do anything to prevent 
a serious break. Moscow would 
in fact not hesitate to use 
armed force to achieve this 
end. And it appears that as far 
as suppressing satellite revolts 
is concerned, Soviet Russia is 
legally within her rights be
cause of mutual military pacts 

between herself and the satel
lite countries. 

Whether or not the present 
ferment among the Soviet sa
tellites spells the end of com
munist colonialism is the sub
ject of wide·spread speculation. 
At the very least the sign is a 
good one for the free world. It 
seems that the prophets of anti
communism may prove right 
woner than t h e y expected: 
Communism would hang itself, 
given enough rope. - from the 
Philippine journal of Education. 

INTERNATIONAL WORK CAMP 
IN EGYPT 

Volunteers from the International Work Camp 
movement spent a fortnight last summer assisting 
in village reconstruction projects in the Nile Delta. 
Participants, who came from nine countries, helped 
to build a rural youth center in the village of Kalata, 
some 12 miles from Sirs el Layyan. They also laid 
out a playground, repaired a well and whitewashed 
some of the houses. In the nearby village of Fisha, 
the volunteers cooperated wtih the felaheen in re
pairing the mosque and the youth center. The camp 
was sponsored by the Coordination Committee for 
International Voluntary Work Camps and the Egyp
tian National Guard, in cooperation with the Arab 
States Fundamental Center at Sirs El Layyan which 
was established in 1952 by UNESCO and the Egyp
tian Government. (UNESCO). 

* 
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Are you conservative or modern? 

THE WINDS OF ART 

CONSERVATIVE ART: 

By Leonidas V. Benesa 

T HE LAST ten years have 
been a period of intense 
to-do in the art of paint-

ing here. Never has there been 
more interest, very partisan at 
times, shown by artist and cri
tic. By this very enthusiasm a 
delightful confusion of terms 
exists. Conservative art, modern 
art, modernist art. What is con· 
servative art and what is con
servative in it? What is mo
dern in modern art? 

Less theoretically, what is 
modern in the art of H. R. 
Ocampo, Luz, Manansala, C. 
Bernardo, Zobel? What is con
servative about Custodio, Dum
lao, Lopez, Llamas, Enriquez? 
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Other terms flying in the air 
like "Neo-Realism" (the PAG 
artists used to cluster around 
it) and "Primitivism" (a group 
of writer-painters affiliated to 
the AAP is currently exhibiting 
under the title "Primitive Paint
ers") do not clear up the at
mosphere at all. So that the 
layman has every right to 
scratch his head and leave art 
strictly for the birds and for 
other high-flying creatures 
called art critics. 

What is conservative art? 

To many of us the term con
jures up Fernando Amorsolo. 
The more conservative would 
think of Luna and Hidalgo in
stead. Those with a historical 
sense of the present would pro
bably equate the term with the 
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U.P., U.S.T., Mabini escuelas 
de bellas artes. Not a few might 
even ask the question whether 
conservative art is art at all. 
And yet, there should be more 
to conservative art than meets 
the sleepy eye. 

Conservative art, by the very 
nature of the phrase, professes 
to conserve. Conserve what? 
Apparently, conserve values 
which have weathered time and 
c;rcumstance and proved them
selves beneficent to man. Tra
ditional values like the true, 
the good and the beautiful. Va
lues as those depicted by reli
gious art, Classical art, Roman
tic art, and other genres which 
&.imed to express the sublimest 
and noblest sentiments in terms 
of significant events. Such va
lue-painters were Michelangelo, 
Fra Angelico, Ingres, Delacroix. 
Also Luna, Hidalgo; and Amor
solo, with his pupils, in terms 
of national mores. Even Picas
so, in his own way. But not the 
Dadaists. 

Then there is conservative 
art that aims to conserve cer
tain un-traditional values, like 
those discovered by the psy
chologists of our century, which 
may not be exactly good and 
heautiful against the backdrop 
of tradition, but nevertheless 
constitute the subject matter of 
painters like ,Arp, Dati Tanguy. 
And our own Hernando R. 
Ocampo, in some works, and 
Victor Oteyza. 

Then there is conservative 
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art devoted to conserving "plas
tic" values. Values in terms of 
line, color, tone, texture, design, 
form, values proper to art as 
art. Abstract art and the whole 
experimental digression known 
as Cubism have been attempts 
to conserve those values hinted 
at by Cezanne in his theory on 
cubes cylinders, and cones. Ce
zanne himself spent a solitary 
Efetime avowedly in search of 
that elusive thing calletl "sig
nificant form" which Poussin 
and the other Classicists seemed 
to have come by "naturally." 

Gaugin, together with Van 
Gogh to an extent, was influ
enced by the decorative designs 
of Chinese and Japanese prints. 
These two, who with Cezanne 
are known as the founding fa
thers of Western modern art, 
were very conservative indeed. 

Then there is conservative 
art which is so called because 
it attempts to minimize the 
distortion of nature as seen by 
the painter's physical eye. The 
practitioners of such an art 
maintain that infidelity to what 
Nature offers to our external 
f'enses is infide·lity to reality. 
Some even go so far as to claim 
that such infidelity is unreality, 
is untruth, is not art. 

The detractors of such an 
art consider it more mirror 
than creation, more passivity 
than passion: impressionism at 
its prettiest, and at its coldest, 
photography. Striking a middle 
path between these two op-
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posed views, we may perh~ps 
find that golden mean which 
is genuine art. For as Picasso 
has said, no artist can escape 
from Nature. 

Some have tried to resolve 
the difficulty by classifying 
paintings into representational 
:md non-representational. Such 
a dichotomy, however, raises 
more problems than it solves. 
For between the two are many 
semi-representational paintings 
as there are painters. Besides 
there is actually no such thing 
~r non-representational art. 
Klee, Miro, Pollock, Mother
well may not represent what we 
readily know as reality. But 
their works do represent the 
worlds as we are alive, bet
ween dream and waking, the 
half-dark, half-light, many -
splendored demesnes of mem
ory and mind. 

What really should be the 
painter's main concern is not 
whether he should paint repre
sentationally, modernistically or 
conservatively. He should wor
ry more about whether he is 
developing the artistic sensibil
ity- that is the starting point, 
the nucleus, the hearth, the 
heart of all art. Academic mo
dernism is as much a badge of 
dishonor as academic conser
vatism. 

A painter with significant 
sensibility, conservatively ''trite" 
as his subject may be (what 
could be more cliche than the 
religious themes of Roualt? ), 
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will not fail even with a mini
mum of technique to hit the 
onlooker directly to the heart. 
For there in his art something 
that is recognized and felt 
everywhere, that is significant
ly human, and therefore human
izing. 

* * * 
ABSTRACT ART: 

By Victor Oteyza 

f IRST, LET us agre.e on the 
meaning of "abstract art" 

for all art is abstract. I believe 
the term means to most people 
that art which is not in celebra
t1on of some religion, relation 
of some story or portrayal of 
some ideals or scenes, does it 
not? 

Now, why abstract art? 
First: Because in our coun

try and in some others, our 
times is the age of the indivi
dual. Today, the "I" and the 
"me" are so important that we 
behold people seeking and con
firming it in themselves and of 
course the artist, always reflect
ing his times, is likewise strong
ly preoccupied with what he 
feels about a thing over and 
ribove the thing itself. 

In other words, man as an 
awakened ego is impelled to 
understand and thereby free 
himself; to do this the artist 
struggles in his heart, mind, and 
medium - and the result, ex
pressed in painting, is very 
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Of Museums 

Museums are the cemeteries 
of art. Don't blame healthy 
people for avoiding them. 

It's no use arguing that Ma
nila has no need of an art 
museum because there's noth
ing to hang. Offhand I could 
cite a dozen painters who de
serve hanging, 

-Emilio Aguilar Cruz 

cften unlike the photographic 
v:orld. Incidentally, this is pos
sibly why abstract painting pro
liferates so in countries where 
personal freedom is valued 
high while it is not even toler
ated in communistic countries. 

. Two: Because there is phy
sical and spiritual urge and 
pleasure in the act of painting 
itself that is apart from ex
ternal objects. 

Three: Because this is the 
~ge of experimentation and 
discovery, and the artist is a 
child of his time. The visual 
world and the techniques of 
yesterday are no longer suffi-
cient and new hitherto un
dreamt-of re a 1 ms must be 
found, studied and exploited 

and new methods acquired. Ab
stract art is among the many 
results. 

Four: Because science has 
changed and multiplied man's 
world of experience a billion 
ways, art now has a field to 
explore, record and interpret 
infinitely wider than ever be
fore. The Renaissance, for ex
ample, had one kind of space, 
that of perspective with its 
vanishing points. The modern 
painter has an infinity of ,t;paces 
of all kinds which flow into one 
anotheT, twist, divide, and 
dance. M-odern man is no 
longer a rational monkey but 
a walking personal universe 
that is as awesome and myste
rious as the astronomical ones 
of Eddington, or the electronic 
r ea 1 m s of Heisenberg and 
Schroedinger. The m o de r n 
painter has all these wonder
fully new and rich worlds to 
paint. 

Lastly: Because Art is a liv
ing thing, must grow or die, 
and its current direction of 
growth is along the abstract 
path. Ye·sterday it was some
thing else - mystic, realistic, 
surrealist, and what have you. 
Tomorrow, if there is a tomor
row, it will be something else 
again.-Adapted from AAP Bulletin. 

* * * 

NOVEMBER 1956 65 



'tbe Olympic Torch 

T HE GREAT WHITE Olym
pic flag is flung to the 
breeze, and the Olympic 

torch leaps with golden flame. 
Hundreds of athletes, beneath 
the brilliant colors of the flags 
of the world, fill the field. The 
m a j es t i c strains of the 
"Hymme Olympique" swell 
and die; into the sudden hushed 
silence comes the beating of 
wings as hundreds of white 
doves swing high into the air. 
So opens, every fourth year, 
the greatest of international 
sports events, the Olympic 
Games. 

"We swear that we will take 
part in the Olympic Games in 
loyal competition, respecting 
the regulations which govern 
them and desirous of participa
ting in them in the true spirit 
of sportsmanship for the honor 
of our country and for the glory 
of sport." 

This solemn oath, uttered 
simultaneously in many Ian-
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"The main issue is not the 
victory but the fight; the 

essential is not to have 
won but to have fought well." 

guages by the word's best ama
teur athletes, is the final pre
lude to the actual competition. 

This is the symbolic pagean
try and matchless ceremony 
that has marked the opening 
of modern Olympic Games 
since it:hey began in Athens, 
Greece sixty years ago ~ns
pired by the athletic games of 
ancient history. These are the 
athle1:es who have sustained 
the sacred fire of the Olympic 
Torch which reflects a doctrine 
of -sportmanship, peace and 
understanding into every cor
ner of the earth. 

Athens, St. Luis, London, 
Stockholm, Antw~rp, Paris, 
Amsterdam, Los Angeles, Ber-
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Jin, Helsinki are the citie'S that 
have played host to the modern 
Olympic Games since 1896. 
In 1956 another step towards 
circling the globe was made 
by scheduling the Games in 
Melbourne. 

With some seventy-three na
tions training for the Olympics, 
the world of sport is crowded 
with action, and filled with the 
high spirits when Olympic
time approache·s. The Repu
blic of the Philippines, Burma, 
Thailand, Ceylon, Indonesia, 
Japan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Inda, Free China and the Re
public of Korea discover new 
Olympic talent by getting to
gether in the Asian Games. 
Through such regional events, 
the world of sport has entered 
into a new era of worldwide 
interest and participation. 

Thirty-three countries were 
represented in the 1956 Win
ter Olympics held in a moun
tain-ringed valley in Italy dur
ing January and February. At 
this event Asia received its 
first snow-and-ice Olympic me
dal through Chi.ham lgaya, of 
Japan, who streaked his way 
to a winner's medal in the 
skiing events. Champion-stud
ded Olympic records show that 
smce 1928 Japan's entrants 
have won Olympic medals in 
marathon, running hop-step
jump, swimming, diving and 
wrestling events. 

Outstanding track talent has 
been drawn from India's po-
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pulation of some 400 million 
by the Amateur Federation of 
India for the Olympics. One 
of the primary goals of the 
AAFI is to have an Indian 
track star mount the victory 
stand at an international Olym
pic meet, thus adding to the 
Olympic field hockey medals 
India has collected through the 
years. 

OLYMPIC records show 
Australian winners, dat
ing from 1924, in diving, 

swimming, track and field for 
both men anad women, high
jump and rowing. From "Down
U nder" came famed John Lan
dy, who has cracked the mile'-;; 
four-minute barrier five times 
in a career unparalleled in 
sports history. New Zealand 
champions have .set Olympic 
records in the broad-jump and 
the 1500-meter-run. 

World-known Olympic cham
pions, under the sponsorship of 
the U. S. Olympic track and 
field champion Bill Miller put 
young Burme'Se and Indone
sian athletes on a training pro
gram that officials expect will 
enable these countries to make 
a good showing in future Olym
pic Games. (Indonesia trained 
150 athletes for the 1956 
Games in Melbourne.) Dec
laring that Asian athletes have 
a natural ability and the ca
pacity to become strong inter
national competitors in the 
jumping, pole-vaulting running 
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events, the U. S. champion 
worked closeJy with these 
young, enthusiastic sportsmen. 

One of the most famous of 
all U. S. Olympic st;3.rs, Jesse 
Owens, conducted track and 
field clinics for the youth of 
Malaya, India and the Philip
pines. Malaya has long stres
sed a strong athletic program 
in its schools, and annual track 
and field meets are held with 
representatives of each State 
competing for the Federation 
championship. The students 
now have a new honor to com
pete for-the Jesse Owens Tro
phy which the champion estab
lished during his recent tour. 

The American Olympic de
<"athlon star of the 1948 and 
1952 World Games, Bob Ma
thias, promised the athletes 
that he trained and coached in 
Pakistan, India, Ceylon, Indo
nesia, Singapore, Cambodia, 
Taiwan, Japan and the Philip
pines, that he would be in fu
ture Olympic stands cheering 
them on. 

"I fully expect to see Asian 
athletes coming off that field 
with a share of the gold, silver 
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2nd bronze Olympic medals," 
the six-foot-three, 200-pound 
athlete declared. 

The sports-conscious Repub
lic of the Philippines has been 
grooming contenders for the 
swimming, basketball, rifle and 
pistol-shooting, weight-lifting, 
boxing, wrestling and track and 
field events at Melbourne. Dr. 
Regino R. Ylanan has directed 
Olympic preparations of the 
Philippines for the past quar
ter of a century from the huge, 
well-equipped Rizal Memorial 
Stadium in Manila. 

Thus, the inspiration of the 
flaming Olympic Torch, which 
burns symbolically throughout 
the period of the Games, is 
handed on to hundreds and 
thousands of youngsters who 
may one day be a part of the 
most thrilling spectacle known 
to sports. The International 
Olympic Games, spanning 
oceans and continents, links the 
peoples of the world together 
ir. one common goal - the 
Olympic Creed: "The main is
sue in life is not the victory 
but the fight; the essential is 
not to have won but to have 
fought well."-Free World. 

* 
So Right! 
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Sunday School Teacher-"Why would it be wrong 
to cut off a cafs tail?" 

Bright Boy-"The Bible says, 'What God hath joined 
together, let no man put asunder'." 
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Can the Philippines be self-sufficient? 

Hope in Mechanized Fishing 

By ALFREDO ROXAS 

B ECAUSE THE Philippines is 
an archipelago and be
cause pests are a constant 

threat to cattle, chickens and 
hogs, the diet of most Filipinos 
will probably long be the basic 
rice-and-fish. For that reason, 
as Villadolid of the Bureau oi 
Fisheries and other men have 
advised for years, the harvests 
from territorial waters and the 
high seas should progressively 
be mechanized. 

For the past six years, ac
cording to Porfirio Manacop, 
trawl fishing - dragging a large 
bag-net over the sea bottom -
has been increasing. However, 
the present habitats of fish are 
so various, that the beam trawl 
is not always practical. 

In shallow sea fishing, crabs 
and shrimps are usually taken 
in a bubo (fish pot), a roughly 
elliptical one-way trap. Bait 
fishing has not been so success-
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ful, especially for tuna whose 
tastes in the West Pacific are 
still not wholly known although 
the Japanese used bang o s 
( milkfish) extensively for catch
ing bonito. Experiments with 
hardy bangos fingerlings, cap
able of staying alive through 
month-long voyages in tuna 
boat bait tanks, seem success
ful. 

The third method of the 
shallow-seas, especially on the 
coral reefs of Samar, is the use 
of the bahan, an abbreviated 
drag-seine. The landing piece 
is made of sinamay (abaca), 
with coconut leaf scarelines on 
the wings. If such a net is 
towed by motor boat, maximum 
output with minimum manpow
er is achieved. 

For deep sea fishing, more 
specialized devices and greater 
capital are necessary. However. 
spear-diving, the most primitive 
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and risky method is still com -
mon to the Moros of Minda
nao and Sulu. The endurance 
without breath, of these fisher
men working among coral reefs, 
i~ phenomenal. According to 
Umali and Warfel, "These peo
ple literally live in the sea. 
Many of them can stay the 
whole day swimming, diving, 
and spearing fish to the extent 
that they even forego taking 
time out on land for their meals 
which they manage to eat while 
in the water." 

A less sporting but often 
more common method of deep 
sea fishing is the use of ex
ploisves, which kill indiscrim
inately- even, sometimes, hu
man beings. Fingerlings die 
with the rest, a waste of re
sources. Moreover, physicians 
t-~ave suggested that the eating 
of dynamited fish brings on cer
tain sicknesses. 

The other illegal reef me
thod is the poisoning of fish. 
Umali and Warfel say, "The 
common fish poisons are most
ly of plant origin, although 
some of the criminally-inclined 
use minerals such as arsenic, 
cyanide, chemicals not only 
harmful to fish but which also 
kill other animals including 
man." 

M. ORE INTELLIGENT-and le-
gal-is the dragging of 

the sea bed with an otter trawl, 
an invention less than 60 years 
old, from Europe. For deep-
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water cod and haddock banks, 
heavy and intricate nets are 
used. The reef drag seine (lig
kop), made of Manila twine 
\ abaca) with a mesh of 11/z 
ir.ches stretched (to let finger
lrngs through) can run as deep 
as 300 fathoms, with the float
line submerged. 

Before the war, the mura
ami Japanese trap net was first 
in importance, from the view of 
initial investment and opera
tional success. With a water 
telescope, schools of reef fish 
(especially caesios) are sighted 
in water of from 5-10 fathoms. 
The bag-net is paid out in the 
direction opposite the current. 
Twenty-five-pound stones are 
tied to each end of the bottom 
line about 40 feet apart. These 
weights are attached by retriev
ing lines to two bancas an
chored at the bag opening. 
However, the rugged bottom 
and variable depths of reef ter
rain make any gear difficult to 
handle perfectly. A genuinely 
adjustable trap remai;is to be 
invented. 

As for cultured fish, the Phil
ippines is moving toward a goal 
of 500,000 hectares of swamp
land to be converted into fish
ponds producing 100,000 tons 
of bangos yearly. Although the 
present rate is only about a 
third of that goal, the use of 
fertilizers will gradually in
crease the feeding capacity in 
the ponds. Similarly, the im
portation of fish like the tilapia 
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ON ICE 
Preservation of ti.sh is perhaps second only to 

their being caught. Local canning is gradually com
ing up to international standards. But the use of 
ice for temporary salvage, although widespread, is 
inadequate. Because of its high cost, there is a gen
eral practice of under-icing; the result is HILADO. 

"tasteless iced ti.sh." Smoking ti.sh is a more suc
cessful way of preservation, but some regions do 
not practice it. Most common of all is salting, the 
most convenient and, in some villages, the only pos
sible method of keeping ti.sh. 

(brought to Dagatdagatan frpm 
Thailand by Villadolid in 1950) 
can reinforce the local natural 
resource. Tilapia, a fresh-water 
fish close to the Japanese gou 
rami and carp, can produce a 
million progeny yearly, with
out strain. 

JUST AS the tilapia has been 
"naturalized," kanduli (sea 

catfish) have adjusted to such 
inland waters as Laguna de Bay 
and (as kurilao) to the Caga
yan River in Luzon. Unfor
tunately, the main method for 
catching kanduli has been the 
pukot seine used during spawn
ing season when the fish move 
seldom: consequently m any 
eggs are lost. 

In north-northwestern Luzon, 
go by fry ( ipon) are easily 
caught during the high tides 
along the Ilocos coast during 
the full-moon period from 
November to March. Equally 
important to inhabitants to 
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Lake Naujan, Mindoro, Caga
yan and Lake Taal is the mul
let industry, the mullet being 
used later as fish food. And 
many dry-season d a 1 a g are 
taken from the C a n d a b a 
swamps, the Mangabul marsh, 
and the Bicol region, in addi
tion to the swamps of Cotabato 
2nd Agusan. Yet the dalag is 
so versatile in its movements 
through mud and even wet 
grass, that an equal number 
escape. 

In only a small percentage 
of Filipino fishing - deep or 
shallow, salt or fresh - has 
there been any major advance 
over primitive methods used 
centuries ago. But if the fish
ermen can be encouraged, by 
natural need or by his society, 
to use mind and machine more, 
he can use his muscles less; 
and the country will have 
learned to live properly with 
the seas so richly manifest 
around it. 
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Our National Heroes 

"Like Rizal, He Belongs to the World ... " 
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• 
The story of Jose Abad Santos 

• 

ON MAY 7, 1942, Jose Abad Santos, Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court of the Philippines, was ex
ecuted by the Japanese military forces then occu

pying his country. Refusing to waver in the slightest his 
allegiance to his beloved country, this defiant, courageous 
patriot met death as a true martyr for the cause of free
dom. 

He spoke his last words to his son Jose, who had 
been captured with him just a month before: 

"Do not cry. Show these people that you are brave. 
This is a rare opportunity for anyone to die for his coun
try. Not everybody is given that chance." 

For many years Jose Abad Santos remained a legend 
-a heralded memory-as the Philippines, rising from 
ruins equalled by few countries in World War II, rebuilt 
and shaped itself to meet its new role as a vigorous, in
dependent Republic. 

Recently his fellow countrymen paused in these 
more settled times to pay official honor to this man of 
indomitable spirit who had felt that his life was "nothing 
to the largest interest of the natiqn," 

A monument was dedicated to him in the town of 
his birth, San Fernando, Pampanga, and citizens and lead
ers witnessed the unveiling of a statue of the national 
hero. 
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Born in San Fernando on February 19, 1886, Jose 
Abad Santos grew into manhood respected by all who 
came in contact with his remarkable mind and irreproach
able character. He was sent to the United States as 
a government scholar in 1904 and graduated from North
western University and George Washington University, 
receiving his Master of Laws at the latter. After his 
return to the Philippines in 190,9, his dedicated career 
in government led him to apPeintments as Secretary of 
Justice, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, and fin
ally, shortly after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in Dec
ember, 1941, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. He 
served as consultant to President Manuel L. Quezon, of 
the Philippine Commonwealth, and later represented 
the President in the Philippines when the Commonwealth 
was forced to transfer headquarters .to Washington, D.C. 

When President Ramon Magsaysay unveiled the mo
nument of the gallant national hero, he spoke of the 
man: 

"Like Rizal, Jose Abad Santos belongs not only to 
the Philippines but to the entire world." 

* * * 

Motor Show 

'J. HIS YEAR'S Commercial Motor Show, held at Earls Court, 
London, from September 21 to September 29, was 

the largest ever held and cover 275,000 square feet, (24,750 
sq.m.). This is the largest area of any show ever organized 
by the sponsors, the Society of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders. 

There were over 440 stands. Nearly forty manufac
turers of goods and passenger-carrying vehicles were re
presented in the Vehicle Section. 

Britain was the biggest exhibitor. Other countries show
ing vehicles included Sweden, U.S.A., Holland, Czechoslo
vakia and Germany. 

Exhibits included commercial vehicles, bodywork and 
trailers, accessories and components, transport service equip
ment and tyres. 

* * 
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Slow Miracle on the Andes 

• 

How Father Salcedo transformed a mountain 
village with faith an.d the radio 

I N 1947, a slender young 
Catholic priest arrived 
in a forgotten hamlet 
perched high in the An-

des of Colombia to take up his 
duties as assistant pastor of the 
Parish of Sutatenza. Father 
Jose Joaquin Salcedo brought 
to his first ministry a restless, 
driving urge to improve the lot 
of Colombia's campesinos who 
scrape their livelihood from in
credible farms hugging dizzy 
mountain slopes. He also 
brought his amateur radio 
transmitter. 

At that time the village con
sisted of eighty souls, but it 
was the largest community in 
a parish of 9,000 whose geo
graphy is typical of the Colom
bian Andes. Sutatenza Parish 
grows coffee in its warm val
leys and raises sheep on its 
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• 

By DANIEL BEHRMAN 

bald, chilly peaks. Some plots 
are so steep, local legend goes, 
that farmers seed them by shot
gun. 

The mountainers were lead
ing a grim life. They farmed 
their plots as their ancestors 
had always farmed them, har
nessing themselves to their 
plough on slopes too steep to 
be worked by animals - and 
the land was washing away un
der their feet. They lived 
within windowless walls in 
what Father Salcedo later was 
to .call ·~anti.Jiygienic fortres
ses". Only one peasant in three 
could read or write. Alcohol
ism was common. There was 
no diversion but drink, and as 
often as not Saturday night in 

PANORAMA 



a taberna ended in a brawl 
with the principals finishing in 
the Guateque hospital down in 
the bottom of the valley. 

Father Salcedo believed 
there was no point in preach
ing sermons against the taber
nas; instead, he decided to com
pete with them. In August of 
1947 on the village square of 
Sutatenza, he introduced them 
to the motion-picture scheen. 
The p e o p 1 e of Sutatenza 
thought they were in another 
world; long after the show 
ended, they huddled enchanted 
arnund the projector to stare 
respectfully. 

Father Salcedo had gained 
a foothold. To consolidate it, 
he drew up plans for a per
manent theatre. The village 
of Sutatenza offered its help, 
but it was not enough and there 
was no way of making a gen
eral appeal to the parish for 
volunteer masons and carpen
ters . . . not until Father Sal
cedo, who had built his first 
radio at the age of 13, decided 
to try his amateur transmit
ter. 

Thus, in May of 1948, Ra
dio Sutatenza made its first 
broadcast, which was picked up 
by only three receivers. The 
priest asked campesinos to help 
him build the Sutatenza thea
tre and promised to record the 
voice of every man who aided 
him. Soon he was broadcast
ing the campesinw own voices 
cack to their amazed families 
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and sixty men a day were com
ing to Sutatenza to work on 
the theatre, bringing materials 
with them-and money when 
they could. 

With the theatre finished 
Father Salcedo sought the help 
of the campesinos in develop
ing what was to become the 
radio school. One day, the ra
c!io announced that farmers 
could make their contributions 
in chickens. Father Salcedo 
received more than 800 and 
had to hire a truck to haul 
them to market in Bogota. Mo
ney was also forthcoming, and 
by 1949, he was able to buy 
a 250-watt transmitter. There 
were enough radios for fifteen 
schools and the priest started 
broadcasting an educational 
programme once a week. 

N ow, after seven years, Fa
ther Salcedo's home
made transmitter has 

been transformed into Accion 
Cultural Popular, one of the 
world's biggest programmes of 
adult education by radio. 

Accion Cultural Popular now 
broadcasts its lessons six hours 
a day to 200,000 pupils scat
tued over tw:elve of Colombia's 
sixteen departments and over
flowing into neighbouring Ve
nezuela and Ecuador. The 
radio schools are served by 
6,000 specially built receivers 
2nd 10,000 more are on the 
way. Within the near future 
attendance at these strange 
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schools is expected to rise to 
1,000,000. 

The programmes still go on 
the air from Sutatenza, but 
they are now carried by a 25-
kilowatt transmittter, the most 
powerful in all Colombia. The 
Colombian Government is 
backing Accion Cultural Popu
lar to the amount of $800,000 
a year and Unesco is now par
ticipating through the United 
Nations technical assistance 
programme. 

Besides the studios and the 
transmitter in the transformed 
village of Sutatenza, Accion 
cion Cultural Popular now oc
cupies most of the seventh floor 
of the biggest office building 
in Bogota. From an office with 
a panoramic view of the moun
tains of Guadalupe and Mon
serrate, Father Salcedo conti
nues to direct its work. 

I asked Father Salcedo how 
he could explain the phenome
nal growth of Accion Cultural 
Popular in so short a time. 
"Any work which meets a ba
sic need of the people must 
grow in direct proportion to 
this need'', he replied. "Here, 
it is the need of 7,000,000 peo
ple in a country of 12,000,000 
for literary and general culture. 
It is not surprising that the 
number of pupils in the radio 
schools has risen to 200,000. 
In the age of the atomic bomb. 
education is still our most im
portant goal." 
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From the outset, he has had 
the support of the hierarchy of 
the Church and of public opin
ion. "Some men in education 
have had reserves about our 
methods'', Father Salcedo ex
plained, "but they have now 
come over to our side because 
we are introducing scientifical
ly-tested materials in the ra
dio school. It is exactly for 
this reason that we requested 
technical assistance from Unes
co to make our teaching me
thods more scientific." 

The r~ceiving sets used in 
the radio schoolrooms are mar
vels of simplicity, battery
powered shortwave receivers 
manufactured for Accion Cul
tural Popular by Dutch and 
American companies. They 
can be tuned on only one sta
tion, Radio Sutatenza, a pre
caution taken to preserve the 
life of their batteries. Still on 
the theory that culture should 
not be given away for nothing, 
Accion Cultural Popular sells 
a set and its batteries to a re
dio school at cost price, the 
equivalent of $18. Each school, 
however, receives a free sup
ply of chalk, an eraser, text
books and an alarm clock-so 
that pupils will know when to 
turn on their set. 

These little 4-tube sets put 
in a hard day's work in the ra
dio schools, most of them no
thing more than rooms set aside 
in adobe homes. The house of 
the most educated campesino 
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in a hamlet is always chosen 
for this honour, and its owner 
is given the title of Auxiliar 
lnmediato. It is this "imme
diate auxiliary" who takes at
tendance, turns on the radio 
when school begins, and writes 
lessons on the blackboard ac
cording to instructions given 
him by the unseen voice. He 
is one of the key men in Ac
cion Cultural Popular, this re
mote-controlled teacher, but 
he is more than merely a 
guided missile. The auxilia
ries are always the farmers 
witk the most modern ideas in 
their communities, and the dis
tinction :of leading the radio 
schools lends them over greater 
influence as forces for better
ing the villages. 

Programmes begin at ten 
rr.inutes to six in the morning, 
the only time that most men 
can spare from their fields. De
pending on the day of the week, 
the morning programme of one 
hour and twenty-five minutes 
consists of classes in reading 
and writing, hygiene, history, 
religious instruction or civics, 
always followed by a news 
broadcast. This programme is 
recorded on tape and repeated 
Rt 3:50 p.m. for women and 
again at 5 p.m., for any men 
who might have missed the 
morning class. 

I N THE EVENING, Radio Su
tatenza is on the air from 
6: 15 p.m. to 9 p.m., but 
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school is over. Then it offers 
music-both classical and po
pular-news, variety shows, re
ligious talks and a half-hour's 
drama on the theme of histo
ry, science, travel in Colombia 
or problems affecting farmers. 

The Bogota Studios also 
produce programmes to im
prove their listeners' agricul
ture, hygiene and housing. 
These programmes are in tha 
hands of Carlos Vargas Vane
gas, an official of Colombia's 
Farm Credit Fund, who is on 
loan to Accion Cultural Popu
lar. The Farm Credit Fund 
has 280 branch offices through
out the country and lends 
farmers some $14,000,000 a 
year to help them buy seeds 
and equipment and to improve 
their homes. 

Mr. Vargas' tactics can be 
compared to casting a stone in 
a pond. The first big splash 
in his morning class in agricul
ture where he might discuss, 
for example, the need for in
secticides in pest control, al
ways in a simple, non-academic 
language ("you can't read a 
textbook on agriculture to a 
campesino"). Once interest has 
been aroused, he follows up 
with classes in the use of in
secticide accompanied by pos
ters previously distributed to 
schools and with the aid of that 
invaluable guided missile, the 
auxiliar inmediato. Next comes 
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dlstribution of 
pamphlets on 
pupils. 

individual 
insecticides to 

and only then, he distributes 
samples of insecticides to these 
pupils alone and, at this point, 
the Farm Credit Fund's rural 
agents step in to teach farmers 
how to use the products in 
their own fields.-UNESCO. 

By this time, the auxiliary 
h.-nows which of his pupils are 
interested and have understood 
the previous lessons. Then, 
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* * * 
Technology Comes to India 

A HYDRAULIC laboratory built at a cost of $125,000 by 
the Government of India with the aid of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orga

nization is now operating at the Indian Institute of Tech
nology at Kharagpur, 72 miles from Calcutta. 

Plans for the laboratory were drawn up by Dr. Otto 
Walch, a German engineer and university teacher, who has 
just completed a four-year mission to India under Unesco's 
share of the United Nations technical assistance programme 
for economic development now operating in more than 90 
countries and territories. 

Dr. Walch explained that the new laboratory will be 
used both for teaching and research purposes at Kharagpur 
where India ha5 opened the first of four regional institutes 
of technology planned on the lines of Massachusetts lnsti· 
tute of Technology in the United States. 

In this laboratory, water from a 60,000 gallon tank 
is pumped through seven flumes-steel troughs varying from 
20 to 60 feet in length and equipped with thick plate-glass 
observation windows in their sides-to study the behaviour 
of scales models of dams, locks, canals and other forms of 
waterway construction. Delicate measuring instruments used 
in these experiments conducted on a scale as small as 1 
to 100 and allowing little margin for error have been sup
plied to the laboratory with the aid of $30,000 Unesco grant. 

As professor of hydraulics and dam construction in the 
civil engineering department at Kharagpur, Dr. Walch had 
170 undergraduate students following his courses and 20 
post-graduate students, nine of whom were specializing in 
dam construction. He has had a long career of teaching 
and research outside his home country. Before taking his 
Unesco mission to India he taught as a professor of foun
dations and soil mechanics for three years in Alexandria, 
Egypt. 

* * 
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One mark of an educated man is the possession of a reasonable fund of v,eneral 
information. The highly speeialized individual, often dubbed an .. expert,'' frequently 
knows little or nothing outside his own line. Try yourself on the following questions, 
then turn to the next page for the correct answers. 

1. If you bought a short ton of potatoes, you would ex
pect to get: ·~. cheated in the deal; B. 1,000 pounds; <J'. 2,000 
pounds; D. 2,500 pounds. 

2. A recent important archeological discovery which may 
shed further light on the New Testament was made at: A. the 
Nile valley; jJ< the Dead Sea; C. Northern Ireland; D. We5t
ern Turkey. 

3. It's a well-known fact that the postwar partition of 
tl1e Hindu peninsula into India and Pakistan was due to: 
~religious differences; ®J political ideology; © racial dif
lerences; D. geographical factors. 

4. The initials "N.B." sometimes used at the foot of of
ricial correspondence is a Latin expression meaning: A. not 
negotiable; B. not official; C. previously cited;@ Take note. 

5. A primitive Philippine musical instrument, the kud
yapi, was a: (A} wind instrument; B. percussion instrument; 
C/ string inst~ment; D. trumpet. 

. 6. Who is Emil Zatopek? He is: A. Hungary's Red pre-
mier; /J!. Czechoslovakia's famous champion long-distance run
ner; C. Rumania's first president; D. Italy's communist boss. 

7. One of these names does not belong to the. group. 
Which one-? A. Victor Hugo; lk. Benjamin Franklin; "4;. Louis 
Pasteur; D. Pearl S. Buck. 

8. Astronomers say that the planet closest to the earth 
is not Mars but: 0. Venus; B. Mercury; C. Jupiter; D. Uranus. 

9. The lens of the Mt. Palomar telescope in California, 
largest in existence, measures: A. 50 inches; B. 600 inches; 
C. 36 inches; g: 200 inches. 

10. In Greek mythology the river Styx is supposed to flow: 
A. into Paradise; It. into the lower world (of the dead); C. up-
1.ill to Xanadu; D. into the Limbo. 
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ARE YOU WORD WISE? 
Answers 

1. ( c) princi pie 
2. (d) clique or set. 
3. (a) to walk wearily 

ANSWERS TO PANORAMA QUIZ 

1. C. 2,000 pounds (a long ton is 
equal to 2,200 pounds) 

2. B. the Dead Sea 

4. (b) measure around the waist 3. A. religious differences (Pakis
tan is Muslim) 5. (b) coloring matter 

6. (c) a tilt or tournament 
7. (a) a little grain 
8. (c) cheap and pretentious 
9. ( d) to summon together 

1-0. ( b) flesh of sheep 
11. ( c) to speak lightly of 
12. (c) very poor person 

4. D. Take note (literally, nota 
bene means "note well") 

5. C. string instrument 
6. B. Czechoslovakia's famous 

champion long distance 
runner 

13. (a) to penetrate, or diffuse itself 7. C. Louis Pasteur (He is a sci
entist among writers) 14. (d) an apartment 

l6. (b) brief and terse 8. A. Venus (Nearest possible dis· 
tance to earth: 30 million 
miles) 

16. (d) subject to argument 
17. (a) to applaud noisily 
1"8. (b) to withdraw from an 

organization 9. D. 200 inches (diameter) 

19. (d) slender 10. B. into the lower world (of the 
dead) 2"0. ( d) full of fears 
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* * * 

ONE-WHEEL CULTIVATOR HAS 
REVERSE GEAR 

A TWO-AND-A-HALF horsepower motor cultivator 
claimed to be the only single-wheel machine 

with reversing gear is being manufactured and ex
ported by a firm in southwest England. It is at work 
already in Australia, France, Bermuda, Portugal and 
Denmark. The reverse gear works from an epicyclic 
gear box and can be engaged instantaneously. 

A free wheel-allows the machine to be pushed 
anywhere, backwards and forwards, and a new dust
and-dirt-excluding clutch is said to give extra smooth 
operation. Designed particularly for overseas mar
kets, the cultivator is highly maneuverable and, 
with its extra attachment, including a rotary hoe, 
should be very useful to the smallholders and 
farmers. 

* * * 
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In the Beginning . .. 

SHIELD (broad piece of defen-

sive armor) 

Originally meaning "a split J!iece 
of wood, or board," the Lithuanian 
skelti ("to split or cleave") gave 
rise to this modern tenn, 

DIADEM (a crown) 

The Greek term diadein, meaning 
"to bind round," originated this mo
dem term wellknown to royalty. 
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PRIEST (one ordained to perform 

sacerdotal functions) 

From the Greek presbys, an "old 
man" comes thjs term which implies 
an elder or wiser man. 

81 



Vhilippine Vanormna-XXT'O 

~ie'; 
• • • - -

_LI TIMON AN in Quezon (then 
~ Tayabas) province was 

relatively unknown un
tii the Pacific war broke out 
and the battle communiques in 
the harassed Manila papers 
told of gallant volunteers try
ing to hurl back Japanese in
vaders at this little coastal 
town. 

Known as the town that has 
1 efused to die, Atimonan which 
l!es off Lamon Bay and Alabat 
Island has faced so m e 300 
years of continuous travail. 
During the Spanish times and 
C'ven earlier the town was often 
raided by Moro pirates. In 
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1841 the townspeople revolted 
and many were either killed or 
imprisoned. 1'uring the war it 
was one of the landing points 
of the Japanese hordes who ap
µ<,rently liked the place and 
transformed it into a "little· 
Tokyo" which was accordingly 
carpet bombed by the Amer
icans during the American lib
£ration. Only two houses sur
vived. 

Today, Atimonan is fully re
habilitated and its wealth is 
derived from its traditional 
product - coconut. Its port ,re
gularly exports copra through 
Chinese middlemen; its contact 
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inland is via a small train stop 
in Duhat. 

Much of the social activity 
is patterned after urban ways. 
The town has four nightclubs 
with taxidancers from B1col 
provinces. Its 42 barrios regu
larly hold fiestas during which 
youngsters keep up with the 
latest dance steps. 

Atimonan has many monu
ments. At the front of the mun
icipal building is a stone sta
tue of Simeona Mangaba for 
whom the town was named 
since 300 years ago when some 
Spanish soldiers met her and 
asked her what the name of 
the village was. She told them 
her name instead. "Ate Mo
r.ang," and since then, it stuck. 
The town has other monuments 
of its native heroes and parti
cularly significant is that of 
Francisco Tandas or Iskong 
Bantay - the stalwart who de
fied the chieftain of the Moro 
raide·rs in 1852. The watchtow
er, a tall structure built dur
ing the Spanish times, was des-
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troyed during the liberation 
The centuried-old church, one 
of the tallest in Quezon prov
ince, was levelled by a bomb 
8nd has been partly rebuilt. 

Q UEZON PROVINCE, original
ly Tayabas, w:is explored 

by the Spaniards in 15 71 and 
1572. In 1572, Juan de Salce
do visited the central portion 
d the province across Laguna 
on his way to Paracale, Cama
rines Sur. The· southern por
tion of the province where Ati
munan lies was under the jur
isdiction of the province of 
Bonbon, sometimes called Bala
yan, in 1585. 

Quezon province was among 
the first provinces to join the 
Revolution. On August 15, 1898 
General Miguel Malvar took 
possession of the province in 
the name of the Revolutionary 
Government. Civil government 
was established on March 12, 
1901, with Lucena as the cap
ital. 

Lamon Bay is one of the 
many open bays of the prov
:nce. The Sierra Madre runs 
along the whole length of the 
province so that only a narrow 
strip of land along the coast 
and the river valleys is avail
r;ble for growing crops. Copra, 
"baca, and corn are raised for 
export; rice a!ld vegetables for 
local use. The mountains are 
dense·Iy wooded and these re
sources have been developed 
to a certain extent. Dissidents 
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have found the forests suitable 
hiding places. 

peaceful, and have a strong 
sense of tradition to be in
volved in external movements. 
Protected from high winds by 
the island of Alabat, Atimonan 
makes a peTfect coastal trade 
ce-nter and a haven for the 
peace loving. 

Atimonan itself is in the,cen
ter of dissident activity in south
ern Luzon, but somehow the 
town has been spared of any 
serious trouble. The people are 
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* * * 

~ N FOOT, by pedi-cab and bicycle, a weaving-dodging 
V stream of life moves steadily along the streets of 

Vientiane, Laos, bound for the market square. 
By six o'clock in the morning the crowds are circulat

ing under the slanting red-tiled roof of the huge market 
arena or in the outdoor area where farmers and vendors 
display their food and products on banana leaves spread 
on the ground. 

In the throng can be seen a colorful mixture of the 
people of Laos, including Meo Indians from the mountain 
sections, Chinese and Buddhist priests. Women in hand
woven skirts with gold and silver borders bargain for their 
family dinner from a wide selection of nourishing tropical 
fruits and vegetables. Everything blends in riotous color 
from prickly-skinned jackfruits to ginger roots, round and 
gourd-shaped squashes and dozens of tender edible green 
leaves. Squatting vendors, protected from the violent sun 
by tarred paper umbrellas, call to the people to buy fresh 
and dried fish or fleshy pieces of beef, pork or goat meat. 

Transactions continue in an animated exchange of na
tive dialects for slippers, clothes, pottery, silks and cottons 
and necessary household items. W!hile the buying goes on 
throttghout the morning hours, loud chatter and laughter 
abounds and, for young and old, it is obviously an enjoyable 
occasfon. 

Men and women exchange the latest news with their 
neighbors and friends who have come from th~ provinces 
of Laos for miles around to buy or sell in the market of 
the capital city. Children, holding on to smaller children, 
sip at sweet drinks or nibble at delicious fruits begged 
from their parents. And until the marketing is done, every
thing else must wait. 

* 
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" ... They're Melbou1·ne bound." 



New meets old 

By GILBERTO FREYRE 

BRAZIL IS ONE of the larg
est national spaces in 
the world. It is like an 

American Russia or a tropical 
China. In this vast tropical, na
tional space dwells a people 
whose European culture is 
mainly Iberian and Catholic 
and whose ethnic composition 
is also Iberian to a consider
able exte·nt. And today its civ
ilization is perhaps the greatest, 
or at least the most advanced, 
modern civilization so far dev
eloped in a tropical region. 

It is true faat the vast Am
Hzon area of Brazil remains a 
challenge to Brazilian capacity 
to deal with tropical difficulties 
which are numerous there. But 
there are encouraging aspects 
of the Brazilian effort to over
come them, creating there the 
same civilization that the Por
tuguese pionee-rs and their Bra
;,,ilian descendants, generally 
men of mixed blood, white and 
Amerindian, and known as 
"Bandeirantes," were able to 
create in other parts of Brazil. 
The accomplishments of these 
Bandeirantes were remarkable; 
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&nd sufficient to make one ac
cept the effects of the mixture 
of whites and Amerindians as 
a desirnble ethnic combination. 
They met, with a rare energy, 
all kinds of human opposition 
- opposition from wild Amer
i?1dian tribes, from Spaniards, 
from Jesuits. And there were 
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\he hanirds of insects, animals, 
high mountains, de~erts, 
!..wamp~, and tropical rains. 

A historian has written that 
tlt"y not only made possible 
the vast Brazil of today, but 
poured millions of pounds of 
void into world economy in the 
crucial years when England 
was becoming a banking and 
industrial power. This historian, 
Professor Paul Shaw, goes on 
in his appraisal of the Brazil
wn-Bandeiras and reminds us 
of the words of Werner Som
bat, the well-known German 
s.ociologist: "without Brazil's 
gold we would not have mo
dern economic man"; and also 
the equally significant words of 
an English historian, Wingfield 
Stratford, that the influx of 
Brazilian gold into seventeenth 
century England contributed to 
create the basis of modern eco-
11omy. 

In this the African Negro 
and the descendant of the Ne
~ro (the African was imported 
to Brazil as a slave) also 
played their part. This fac;t that 
Amerindians and Africans as 
1rell as Europeans, and their 
mixed descendants, have made 
an active c:mtribution to the 
development of Brazil seems to 
explain why Portuguese AmeT
ica has now a civilization with 
so vivid characteristics of its 
cwn; and why one of these 
characteristics is what has been 
c:escribed by some authors as 
Brazilian e t h n i c democracy. 

NOVEMBER 1956 

Many characteTistics of mo
dern Brazilian civilization ori
ginate in the fact that the Ne
gro, through the comparatively 
liberal treatment given to him 
in Brazil, has been able to ex
pre"Ss himself as a Brazilian 
and has not been forced to be· 
lrnve as an ethnic and cultural 
intruder. He behaves as a Bra
zilian of African origin and not 
as a "Brazilian Negro" not as 
does the "American Negro" of 
the· United States. 

THE CIVILIZATION that Bra-
zil is developing in the 

tropics is not a purely western 
or European civilization. Like 
IVIexican art-one of the great
est expressions of modern cul
ture in the tropics-Brazilian 
civilization has been enriched 
with elements drawn from the 
focal environment, or from the 
tropics. 

In some respects it is extra
European, because it seeks to 
adapt itself to conditions and 
possibilities that are not Euro
pean but tropical: tropical cli
mate, tropical vegetation, tro
pical land£cape, tropical light, 
tropical colors. So it is that Sao 
Pc.ulo has become what is gen
erally described as the greatest 
industrial center of Latin Am
erica; and this is certainly an 
anticipation of a technical or 
technological development that 
seems to be either followiog or 
preceding other cultural devel
opments in other areas of Bra-
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zil, including the north-east and 
the extreme north of the coun
try: the equatorial part. 

E x a mp 1 e s of pioneering 
work, of scientific as well as of 
practical interest, done by Bra
zilians to further the general 
devefopment of modern civil
ization in the tropics-for other 
tropical <;:ountries like Vene
zuela are profiting from the 
Brazilian e~periments like the 
r:ew breed of cattle specially 
hdapted for the tropics, ob
tained by crossing the descend
ants of animals imported in 
colonial days from Portugal 
with zebu stock from India; 
and also the type of grass that 
Brazilians have found the most 
adequate for cattle in the tro
pics-the so-called Para grass. 

When Anglo-American farm
ers began to develop interest in 
Brazil they thought that what 
Brazil needed was the intro
c1uction of pure-bred Herefords 
or Shorthorns to cross with the 
n~tive stock of the country, the 
(;ado crioulo. But although re
sults obtained with foreign
l:;Jooded stock thus imported 
justified the experiment prac
tical Brazilians held that the 
thoroughbred native type of 
c&.ttle was likely to pay better, 
because of its greater immunity 
from insect pests peculiar to 
tropical Brazil, to which the in
acclimatized imported beasts 
often succumbed. 

WHAT IS true for cattle is 
true, too, for most other 

things. Brazil is a country so 
essentially tropical that its agri
culture, its cattle-raising, its 
architecture, its food habits, its 
styles of dress, even its recrea
tion habits, have to match its 
physical situation. So it is that 
the Brazilians have sucr;eeded, 
despte great difficulties, in dev
eloping values that are- essen
t:ally Europe·an in an environ
ment that is essentially non
European. They have not . at
tempted to ape the Europeans 
in all the-ir conventionally Eu-, 
ropean ways. 

Brazil has had to find its own 
ways of combining modern civ
ilization with a tropical envi
ronment. It is no easy task. But 
it makes for creativeness. It 
demands from Brazilians what 
some of them would like to 
avoid: a constant effort towards 
r:ew solutions for problems of 
the relations of civilized men 
with nature, and of civilized, 
men with men whose cultures 
are not civilized. For these still 
t:xist in Brazil: and their ways, 
values, experiences, instead of 
b e i n g radically repudiated, 
must be analyzed and consi
dered, and carefully utilized, 
for a possibly new cultural syn
thesis that will be at o n c e 
European and tropical. - The 
Listener. 

* * * 
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