WORK ON CONSTRUCTION OF AMERICAN HIGH COMMISSIONER’S
RESIDENCE IS STARTED BY MARSMAN BUILDING CORP.

Preliminary work on the construec-
tion of the U. S. High Commissioner’s
residence at the northern end of Dewey
Boulevard is well under way, by the
Marsman Building Corporation, suc-
cessful bidder on the project.

The original contract for the build-
ing, stipulating untreated timber piles,
was $440,794 approximately. This fig-
ure has been reduced by $59,832 by
the use of Vibro reinforced concrete
piles, and by making use of local tiles,
and by changes in kitchen equipment,
elevators, etcetera. The garage for the
building will be constructed.

The building is being constructed on
reclaimed land near the Elk’s Club.
Reinforced concrete piles some 65 feet
long, about 640 of them, will support
the whole structure, floor plans of
which are published herewith for the
first time. These piles are consider-
ably cheaper than wooden untreated
piles, as they are concrete and do not
need to be driven to water level, as is
the case with untreated timber piles.

Reinforced concrete will be used
throughout the construction of the
building. While air conditioning will
not be installed at first, ducts will be
provided in case it is decided to use
such a system later. Tops of patios

will be tiled wherever visible, while

the main roof will be of galvanized
iron.

About 95 per cent of the products to
be used in the building construction are
to be bought locally, while directly and
indirectly some 70 per cent of all la-
bor employed is Philippine labor. Some
P200,000 will be paid in wages to the
laborers. Building trade mechanies to
be used on the project include the fol-
lowing: pile driving crews, steam hoist
engineer, carpenters, lathers and plas-
terer, cement finishers, stone masons,
marble workers, terrazzo workers, iron
workers, sheet metal workers, tile set-
ters, cabinet makers, painters, plum-
bers, electricians, floor finishers, mech-
anics, and laborers.

Philippine materials which will be
used in building the AHC’S new resid-
ence are as follows: PILES: driving
shoes, cement, sand, gravel; CON-
CRETE WORK: which include pile
caps, slabs, walls, stairs, etec.,: form
lumber, cement, sand, gravel; MOR-

TAR: lime, cement, sand; ARCHI-
TECTURAL CAST STONE: cement,
sand, gravel, lime; ORNAMENTAL

IRON WORK (while the actual pro-
duction of the iron which goes into the
fabrication of the ornamental iron
work is not produced in the Philip-
pines, the artisans engaged in the man-
ufacture of the work are Filipinos) :
main entrance gate, gratings, grille,
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balcony and railing; SHEET METAL
WORK (the production of the metal
sheets is not accomplished in the Is-
lands, but the fabrication of the sheets
into the finished product is done by
Filipino skilled labor): ornamental
sheet metal work, copings, cornice,
flushing, metal roofing; TILE ROOF-
ING AND TILE FLOORS; PLAS-
TER: lime, cement, gypsum, hair and
fiber, sand; MARBLE: floors, stairs,
decorative work, partition; TERRAZ-

ZO0 WORK: fioors; WOOD WORK:
lumber, forms, roof timbers (creo-
soted,) sheathing, flooring; MILL

WORK: doors, frames, door and win-

dow frims, base boards, moulding,
counters, flooring; CABINET WORK:
cupboard and cabinets, panelling and
wainsccting, drawer, bookcases and
shelves, wardrobes.

Captain Learder Larson, QMC, is
construction quartermaster for the
U.S. Government and as contracting of-
ficer has full charge of the construec-
tion. For the Marsman Building Cor-
poration, H. P. S. Page is in charge of
actual construction.

Work was started August 24, 1938,
and must be finished before February
1, 1940.

Two Vibro pile drivers at work at the site of the new AHC home, Oct. 4, 1938.
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