CHURCH POLITICS IN PUERTO RICO

by
BRO. NORMAN S, MEESE

Ed. Note.

The following editorial by Bro. Mees

in the New Age, November, 1960

teils the inside story of the present politico-religious disturbance in Puerto Rico,

an istand posse:

on of the United States.
Church here can be understood when one reads Vaticani

cal _actions of the Roma
— Volitical Principles of

The pol

the Roman Catholic Church by Judge & Bro. Dr. Albert | Levitt, who points out in
a very interesting fashion that, “while communism, facism, and the Vatican may
fight ‘each other at other times, they join forces in their attacks upon American

Constitutional freedoms.”

Moreover, because “the Roman Catholic Church is also

an _enormously wealthy business organization, it is a very active and powerful
political force and constitutes a very real and present danger to our Constitutional

freedoms.”

Never more than md‘ny bas the Ro-
man Church hicrarchy been so per-
sistent inits claim that ic takes no
part in politics but is concerned only
with matters touching on [aith and
mora Recent news from Puerto
Rico.  however, indicates that  the
the disclaimer has no basis whatever
in fact

The Christian Contury lor Sep
cmber 28, FOGO sttes that the organi-
sation of the Christian Action Party
in the island carlier this year is “the
Liest instanee of core of a Ro-
mim Catholic politi party under
the American Constitution.” Tty or-
ganizers b obtained in their peti-
tion the names or more than 10 per
cent of the registered voters and
lience may propose candidates for bal.
fot ac the next insular eleciion. 1t
cinnnt yet obtaing money from  the
“public clection campaign fund”,
but it has asked the governor 1o call
aspee session of the legislatire 1o
amemd the present Taw to permi it
to have access 1o that fund.

The sponsors of the new political
partv, composed of members of o
single veligious  denomination.

are

Archbishop  Davis and Bishop Me-
Manus of Ponce. In their published
pastoral letters ol July 2, 1960, they
severely criticized all existing
parties for favoring Jaws “which de-
Christianize our socicty” by

ing birth conrol, sterilis
divorce. £l Mundo, the istand’s
leading daily newspaper, as well as

Governor Munoz Marin, have strong
Iy protested the entrance of the Ro-
numn Church into Puerto Rico poli-
[SIEX The Goveruar has, however.,
cautioned the people against owbursts
ol anti-cericalism, ol which there
have been several.

Reports indicate that a number of
the Roman clergy have attacked not
ouly the existing vecognizal parties
and their leaders but ¢ stirred up
the politicoreligious issue.  Their
statements have made it dear that
the church will not swrrender  the
right to instruct its flock on political
matters and that it is the duty of the
Jayman, as cither voter or office hold-
er, to obey the church,  Others of
the clergy hawever, have either re-
mained silent or expressed opposing
eninjons privately.
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Here, apparently, is direct and poi- this be the precursor of a similar
tive evidence that the nonpolitical cancer intended for trans planting
pretensions of the Roman church into the continental United States?
cannot be factually supported.  For The formation and growth of a
many generations Luropean political  church-al(iliated party, no matter
life has been cursed with this sort of  what the church or the name by
shenanigans and history records its  which it is known, would be disas-
tragic outcome, but never before has  trous to the unity of this Republic.
any part of this Republic had 1o It could under no circumstances a-
contend with these dxsrupuvc forccs void causing lhe complete disruption
This new mongrel ol our d peace and might
which has torn the island's Repub. well lead 1o open hostile action
lican statchood party asunder, de- against the church. The formation
mands an Ambassador to the Vatican, here or clsewhere of any such bloc
church control of education and cen- for the purpose of achieving com-
sorship curbs on birth control and  pletely selfish institutional objectives
other restrictions. Already establish-  should not he tolerated by those who
ed on United States soil, might not value their freedom.

00o.

Here & There...
SAMPAGUITA CHAPTER No. 3, BETHEL NO. I, Order of Jobs'
OES Daughuers
Salvacion M. Gregorio, Honored

Visitacion $. Crudo, Worthy Mat- Queen; Nida Santos, Senior Princess;
ron; Castor Silvestre, Worthy Pat-  Rosalyn Farrar, Junior Princess; Ma-
ron; Honorata D). Asistores, Asso. rion Cooper, Guide; Kathie Peck.
ciate Matron: Emilio Asistores, Asso.  Marshal; Linda Estes, Senior Custo-

e Pawon; Felicidad Mendoza, i 1{0£€];‘lcly A’nmesl. .Iuni%r le-
secretary:  Vicie R. vespe, U iberty Arce, Inner Guard:
’b]v:mcnr) ‘I:El)f\lg:rquis, (‘omluzl- Nora Manglicmot, Outer Guard; Vic-
ress: Cervantes, Associale toria Soriaga, First Messenger; Anne
Conductress: Soledad Bucnale, Chap.  L3te%  Second Messenger;  Ricky
; o3 Do we SN Trummer, Third Messenger; Rica-
lain; Maria (, Millare, A\[ll’sh..ll, Vi- flor de Leon, Fourth Messenger: Lu-
vencia M. Cuwrameng, Organist: Li-  (iljc Sieenson, Fifth Messenger: Ca-
lia D. Nequin, Adah; Zenaida C. A- ) Cooper, Libravian: Ernes
barques, Ruth; Teresita C. Deocales,  Gregorio, Musician: Janice McTur-
Esther; Adclaida Madridejos, - nal, Recorder; Ligaya Bustamante,
tha; Fe A. Suaco, Electa; Teotimo  Treasurer; Patricia Taylor, Chap-
Juan, Warder; William E. Ghent,  Jain.
Sentinel. (Continued on page 90)
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