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of the bishop and his clergy: a sufficient sum was
allotted for the expenses of the public worship,
of which the feasts of love, the agapae, as they
were called, constituted a very pleasing part.
The whole remainder was the sacred patrimony
of the poor. According to the discretion of the
bishop, it was distributed to support widows and
orphans, the lame, the sick, and the aged of the
community; to comfort strangers and pilgrims,
and to alleviate the misfortunes of prisoners and
captives, more especially when their sufferings
had been occasioned by their firm attachment to
the cause of religion. A generous intercourse of
charity united the most distant provinces, and
the smaller congregations were cheerfully assisted
by the alms of their more opulent brethren.
Such an institution, which paid less regard to the
merit than to the distress of the cbject, very
materially conduced to the progress of Chris-
tianity. The Pagans, who were actuated by a
sense of humanity, while they derided the doe-
trines, acknowledged the benevolence, of the new
sect. The prospect of immediate relief and of
future protection allured into its hospitable
bosom many of those unhappy persons whom
the neglect of the world would have abandoned
to the miseries of want, of sickness, and of old
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cued from death, baptized, educated, and main-
tained by the piety of the Christians, and at the
expense of the public treasure.

age. There is some reason likewise to believe
that great numbers of infants, who, according to
the inhuman practice of the times, had been

exposed by their parents, were frequently res-

(To be continued)

How Taft Bargained for the Friar Lands

(His Own Account of the Deal)

“As early as 1898, the Peace Commission,
which negotiated the treaty of Paris, became
convinced that one of the most important steps
in tranquilizing the islands and in reconciling
the Filipinos to the American Government
would be the governmental purchase of the
so-called friars’ agricultural lands in the Philip-
pines, and the sale of these lands to the tenants
upon long, easy payments. The same policy
was recommended by the first or Schurman
Commission after an investigation by it, apd in
the first report of the present Philippine ‘Com-
mission much time was devoted to the ‘political
phases of the relations of the four gréat religious
orders to the people and the wisdom of buying
the agricultural lands and selling them to the
tenants was much commented on and approved.

Since Taft effected the purchase of the
friar lands with the first 1ssue of public-
credit bonds of the Philippines under the
United States, a new generation has grown
up in the islands. Members of this gen-
eration now sitting in the legislature, where
there is a movement afoot to have the
government purchase remaining large
agricultural estates of the Chureh in the
Philippines, -may refresh their information
on the friar-lands purchase by reading
Taft's report of it, set forth here.

Whether the simple right of eminent
domain runs in such cases or not, no
doubt hinges somewhat upon the seute-

ness of the agrarian situation involved:
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Taft's method was an appeal to Rome and
an accord with the pontifical authority.
Some of the estates remaining in the
Church are charity endowments and are
of the nature of trusts. When the dem-
ands of a situation are acute (and other-
wise, ordinary righte prevail) salus populi
suprema lex, thasalety of the people is the
supreme law.—ED:

The Secretary of War and the President concur-.
red in the recommendations of the Commission.
Accordingly in May, 1902, the writer, as civil
governor of the Philippine Islands, was directed
by the Secretary of War to visit Rome and to
confer with the Pope or such agents as he might
designate in respect to the question of buying
, o the friars' agricultural lands and other questions
. of a similarcharacter which were pending between
' s o the Roman Catholic Church and the Govern-
\ . ment. The negotiations which were had on
this subject in Rome were set forth in the corre-
spondence published by the Secretary of War
4 in his report to Congress for last year. In a
- word, the Pope approved the purchase of the
< agricultural lands of the three great religious
X orders that owned agricultural lands in the
islands and appointed an apostolic delegate
with as full powers as he could be invested with
to bring about this result.

“The apostolic delegate, Monsignor Jean
Baptiste Guidi, archbishop of Staurpoh, reached
the islands in the fall of 1902, and negotiations
were at once begun. Inone of the letters written
by Cardinal Rampolla, contained in the cor-
respondence already referred to, he stated on
behalf of the Holy See that the resources of the
religious orders would be taken into charge by
the supreme authorities for the benefit of the
church in the Philippines, and it at first seemed
that the religious orders, with little prospect of
reaping much pecuniary benefit from the sale
of the lands under this arrangement, wegre not
anxious to further the proposed purchase” Prob-
ably this inference did an injustice to the religious
orders in view of the event. It turned out upon
examination that the agricultural lands which
had originally ged to the three religious

. orders of the PhilipPines, to wit, the Dominicans,
the Augustiniang, and the Recoletos, aggregated
420,000 scres. The Commission in 1901 had
directed a survey to be made by a Filipino
surveyor or agrimensor, skilled both in survey-
ing agricultural land and in estimating its value,
by name Juan Villegas. He surveyed between
1901 and 1903 all the agricultural holdings of the
three religious orders, except an estate belonging
to the Augustinians in the province of Isabela
and an estaté Belonging to the Recoletos in the
province of Mindoro. Ie classified the lands
and placed a value upon the differing classes,
giving data from which it was possible to esti-
mate the total value of the lands, except the two

Always Open

- estates in Isabela and Mindoro, respectively,
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already mentioned, the value of which was deter-
mined by the agents of the Commission from
other sources.

“The event proved that the Dominicans had
conveyed their holdings, amounting to (0,461
hectares, to one Andrews, an Englishman living
in Manila, under a promoter’s contract; that
Andrews organized a company, under the sup-
posed existing laws of the Philippines, known as
the “‘Philippine Sugar Estates Developing
Company (Limited),” to which he conveyed
all the Dominican lands, with the exception ofa
small estate known as San Juan Del Monte,
containing 156 hectares, which was held under
such trust restrictions as to prevent its sale.
Investigation showed that the Augustinian
order as far back as 1893 or 1894 had conveyed
to a Spanish corporation, known as the ‘‘Sociedad
Agricola de Ultramar,” all of its agricultural
holdings. It further appeared that the Reco-
letos had conveyed the estate of Imus, or rather
the estates of San Juan and San Nicolas, known

as the “lmus estate,”” contaming 18,419 hectares,
to a company organized under the laws of Hong-
kong or Great Britain. The Mindoro estate
remained in title and possession with the Recoleto
order of the Philippines. Tt became necessary
thercfore to deal with the representatives of the
title holders to the lands. The Dominican
lands, the title to which was in the Philippine
Sugar Estates Development Company (Limited),
were represented by Seior Don Francisco Gu-
tierrez, a stockholder and managing director of
the company. The Augustinian lands owned
by the Sociedad Agricola de Ultramar were
represented by the attorney in fact of the com-
any, an Augustinian friar, Padre Juan M.
‘anez. The Imus estate, conveyed to the
British Manila Estates Company (Limited),
was represented by a young Englishman named
Marecus McGregor. The Mindoro estate of the
Recoletos was represented by the procurator of
the Recoleto order in the Philippines.

‘In order to determine the value of the estatés,
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the representatives of the various companies
and other interests were invited to attend a
hearing, when various witnesses were called to
testify. The apostolic delegate was also present.

- A stenographie report of these hearings is hereto

attached and marked ‘Exhibit F.'

“In addition to the hearings written state-
ments were made by experts for each interest
and were filed with the apostolic delegate and
with me. The representatives of the various
interests were not disposed at first to welcome
the presence in the conference of the apostolic
delegate. It was vigorously denied that the
friars retained any titular interest in the lands
which were the subject of the negotiation, and
the right of the apostolic de}égate to intervene
was therefore questioned. rom the best in-
formation that I could obtain it was true that
the religious orders had parted with their legal
title to the sharesin the new companies, except the
Recoletos in Mindoro, and that it was very di-
fiicult to find out just what their interest in the
property continued to be. That they had an in-
terest, and & most substantial one, went without
saying, but, for reasons it is unnecessary to com-
ment on, these interests had been made asambi-
guous and doubtful as possible. In accordance
withthe agreement reached in Rome, I sent to the
apostolic delegate a request for a statement of
the exact interests retained by the religious orders
in the Philippines in the lands whici were the
subject of negotiation. No formal answer to
this letter was ever received, but informally it
was stated to me by the delegate that the author-
ities in the Philippines had informed him that
they had so disposed of their interests that they
were unable to make a statement of what their
interests were, if any.

“The walue of the lands, as estimated ac-
cording to the statements of the agents of the
companies, aggregated a sum between thirteen
and fourteen millions of dollars gold. The
estimate of Villegas, the surveyor employed by
the Commission, showed the wvaluation of the
lands to be $6,043,000 gold, if his valuein Mex-
ican should be reduced to gold at the rate of two
to one, which was the gold rate about the time
of his survey and classification, though the
Mexican dollar fell considerably after that.
Considering the bad conditions which prevailed
in agriculture, the loss of cattle, the dispute
concerning title, and the agrarian question that
must, always remain in the management of these
estates and embarrass the owner, I considered—
and I believe the Commission generally agreed
with me—that $6,013,000 gold was a full price
for the lands. The sum, however, was scouted
by the persons representing the owners, and
there appeared to be very little prospect of
reaching an agreement. With the knowledge
and approval of the Commission and of the
Secretary of War and the President subsequently
had, T sent a letter to the apostolic delegate and
forwarded a copy to each representative of the
respective estates, as follov 3:

Orrice oF THE Civin GoverNor oF THE PHIL-
1PPINE IsvuanDs,
Manila, P, I., July 5, 1903,
Younr ExceLLency: After a very full consider-
ation of the subject, and with the concurrence
of the Commission, I beg to make an offer on
behalf of the Philippine Government for the
so-called Friars' lands, which include, first,
certain haciendas at one time owned by the
Dominican order of these islands and now owned
by the Philippine Sugar Estates Development
Comgany, repmnented%)y Mr. Gutierrez; second,
certain_haciendas at one time owned by the
Augustinian order and now owned by the Com-
painia Agricola de Ultramar, represented by the
Auvgustinian friar, Padre Juan; and third, the
haciendas of San Juan and San Nicolas, generally
known as the Imus estates, at one time owned
by the Recoleto order, and now owned by an
English corporation, the British Manila Estates
Company (Limited), represented by Mr. Me-
Gregor, and also an estate in Mindoro of 60,000
acres, still owned, as I am informed, by the
Recoleto order. The offer I am about to make
is, of course, subject to the approval of the
Secretary of War, but if accepted, it will doubt-
less receive his approval. * * ¢
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The total valuations in Mexican are asfollows:
The Dominican lands. ......... $35.473,799.13
The Augustinian lands. ..... ... 4,407 ,335.65
The Recoleto lands. ........... 2,205,303.33
Making a total in Mexican

currency of . ......coevvr--n $12,086,438.11

The civil government proposes to pay for a
good title to these lands, free and unincumbered,
the prices above named reduced to gold at the
ratio of two to one, as follows:

For the Dominican lands.. ... . $2,736,890.57
For the Augustinian lands.. .. .. 2,203,667.83
For the Recoleto lands......... 1,102,651.67

Making a total in gold of.... $5,043,219.07

L

I received a negative answer from all of the
representatives. Not discouraged, however, by
circumstances that seemed most discouraging,
the apostolie delegate bent his energies to bring-
ing the parties to a settlement. After some
negotiation the delegate first stated that he
thought he could arrange a sale for $10,500,000
gold. I told him there was no hope of bringing
about a purchase at that figure. Some months
later T was advised by Mr. McGregor that if an
offer was made for $8,500,000 he thought he
could com the sale. This was definitely
declined. then advised the apostolic delegate
and those interested that I would recommend to
the Commission and the Secretary of War an
increase in the price offered, for the sake of peace,
of $1,500,000, but no more. Then followed a
long and protracted discussion between the
perties who were to be the venders as to how this
sum should be divided, and there was much
difficulty in arriving at a solution—so ta
difficulty, indeed, that I was informed that
unless §7,770,000 was paid there was no hope
of reaching an agreement. With the approval
of the Secretary of War and the Commission, I
replied that $7,543,000 was our ulbmatum and
that we would not give more than that, and this
was ultimately the basis upon which the price
was fixed. It turned ont, upon further investi-
gation, that the Aungustinian Company and the
Sociedad Agricola de Ultramar had contracted
to sell the Mandaloya estate, which lay in the

rovince of Rizal and extended from the city of
ﬁlauiln to the town of Pasig along the Pasig
River, at a certain Yrice, and that a strip 150
meters wide by 6 kilometers running along the
river had been contracted to be sold to the rail-
road company for mercantile purposes. The
Mandaloya estate is a poor estate, from an
agricultural standpoint, and its use for mer-
cantile purposes we were entirely willing to
acquiesce in, because it would not present the
difficulties oonoemin(f agricultuml tenancy as
the remainder of the land. The estate contains
about 10,000 acres. By omitting this from the
land sold and deducting the price fixed by Vi-
llegas, with 25 per cent added thereto, and making
certain other reductions for parcels sold bona
fide by the owners, and leaving to the Sugar
Estates Development Company a tract of sugar
land of 2,500 acres on the hiliside of the Calamba
estate, we finally closed the purchase of upyard
of 410,000 acres, at a price of §7,239,000 gold.
Copies of the contracts of sale are hereby ap-
pended and marked ‘Exhibit H.'

“It is thought that the result of these nego-
tiations and the purchase of the lands form a
most important step in the rehabilitation of the
people of the islands and the readjustment of
their relations to the Roman Catholic Church,
which can not but be of material benefit in a
political way to the insular and provincial
governments. The disposition of the lands to
the tenants on contracts of sale with easy pay-
ments for a number of years entails a work of
tremendous labor upon the insular government
and will necessitate the organization of a sep-
arate bureaufor that purpose. We can not proph-
esy that the adjustment will rid us entirely
of the agrarian questions. There will be doubt-
less litigation and local centers of disturbance
growing out of government landlordism; but the
elimination of the friars from the question can
not but tend greatly to facilitate satisiactory
adjustments. During the last six months [

have been in receipt of petitions from tenants
in the provinces of Cavite and Laguna, where
the agrarian question has been most bitter,
urging the purchase of the lands, with a state-
ment that the tenants fully understood that the
lands are to be sold to them and that they are to
pay for the same. The visit to Rceme was
watched with intense interest by the people of
the islands, and had it not resulted in a purchase
of the lands, my judgment is that great disap-
pointment would have been felt. As will be
seen by a statement which follows; the number
of friars in the iglands is rapidly diminishing from
ear to year, and with the adjustment of the
and question and the division of the proceeds
between the orders and the church and the use
of the part belonging to the Roman Church for
the improvement of the Philippine church
we may reasonably hope that in a decade the
agrarian and political question of the friars in
the Philippines will have been completely re-
moved from among the obstacles tq good gov-
ernment with which the Americans, in coming
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to the islands and assuming control thereof,
were confronted.

““Arrangements are being made [or the Hoating
of the bonds necessary to raise the money to pay
for the lands. It is understood that the bonds
may be floated at 4 per cent and that they will
take the form of bonds payable after ten and
before thirty years at the option of the Govern-
ment. This will entail an interest charge upon
the revenues of the Government of $2890,000 a
year in addition to the expense of administration,
which will be considerable. [t is not thought
that the income from the islands Yor several
vears will be enough to meet the actual outgo,
but with & restoration of normal conditions—
speaking for myseli alone—I hope that the
lands wtil sell for as much as we have paid for
them. Other members of the Commission do
not think so. It s to be noted, however, that
the insular government has not entered upon
the purchase of these lands with a view to a
profitable investment, but that it is knowingly
paying a considersble sum of money merely
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for the purpose of ridding the administration
of the government in the islands of an issue
dangerous to the peace and prosperity of the
people of the islands.'" ***

The extract from Taft's reports to Wash-
ington is an nterlude m the Mission Trail
excursions among the chronicles, another of
which will appear in an early number.

Browsing Among New Books

By GLADYS TRAYNOR

CYRANO, SWORDSMAN, LIBERTIN
AND MAN-OF-LETTERS. Cameron Rogers.

Doubledsy Doran. A
biography.
To divest s loved

hero of some of his
most endearing qual-
ities and leave him
still on his pedestal
is not an easy task.
Mr. Clayton Hamil-
ton, New York drama-
tic eritic, has said that
the Cyrano of Ro-
stand’s play, Cyrano de
Bergeroe, 15 the most
contagiously and uni-
versally popular hero
GiAbTs THAY $OR in the history of the

stage. It is such a
character that Mr. Rogers takes out of a
fictional setting and reveals in less romantic
guise to thousands of readers who have un-
doubtediy never had an idea that there ever was
a real Cyrano.

If the reader never has had the good fortune
to see Mr. Mansfield in the play when he first
brought it to the United States at the close of the
gay nineties, or Walter Hampden in one of his
annual revivals, he will thoroughly enjoy making
the acquaintance of Savinien de Cyrano, Seig-
neur de Bergerae of the prodigious nose, who
strides self-consciously through the ‘:ag(-s of this
new biography, a target for Fute's buffets. He
who already knows and loves the proud Gascon
{though in reality a Parisian, he was to become
famous as le brave Cyrono, Gascon cadet, because
someone passing him in the street mistook him

to be of that company} will listen interestedly to
all Mr. Rogers savs so entertainingly with that
indulgence one accords a stranger speaking of the
faults of a dear friend.

The author of T'he Legend of Calvin Coolidge
and Gallunt Ladies is not a conventional biogra-
pher of the old school, but one of those modern
literary psvehologists who have made biography
=0 popular. Human weaknesses are psycho-
analyzed and facts interpreted by imaginary
conversations in a highly diverting manner.
Despite their methods some little glamour clings
to certain of their characters, like Cyrano.

Mr. Rogers has divided his book into thtee
anIS' Part 1, the Swordsman; Part II, the
Abertin; and Part TII, the Man-of-Letters.
When he was only nineteen Cyrano set out to
make his fortune as a soldier and became an
expert swordsman. He did not return from the
wars with a marshal’s baton, as he had fondly
dreamed of doing, but instead through the rescue
of a young student, the bastard gon of a literary
light of the day, his sword led him into the com-
pany of illusirious Libertins, 17th century intel-
lectuals, and his sword kept both friends and
enemies at & distance when he later became a
man-of-letters. Here 1s an excellent picture of
the times and the life of those Freethinkers who
dared accept the beretical views of Thedphile
de Viau. With the exception of Cyrano who was
temperate because former habits had begun to
pall as well as becsuse he found thought more
stimulating than wine, and his friend Poquelin,
who, when he later became well-known as Mo-
li¢re, plagiarized the work of his less successful
friend, they were all given to debauchery.

The author leads us to believe that if Cyrano
were living to-day and writing for contemporary
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REVIEW OF THE EXCHANGE
MARKET

BY RICHARD E. SHAW
Manager, I'nternational Banking Corporation

The October market
opened with all Banks
buvers of U. 8. $ T7
ready and forward at
5/8% premiam, at which
point the rate remained
constunt thronghout the
month.  During  the
third week of the month
solling rates for U. S
$ TT cased slightly
but the prevailing quota-
tion for the period un-
der review was 19, pre-
mium.

The following purcha-
sed of telegraphic trans-
fers have been madefrom
the Insular Treasurer since last report:

Week ending September 28th Nil
Week ending October Sth US $300,000
Week ending October 12th Nil
Week ending October 19th Nil

As a result of rise in the New York-London
cross-rate sterling selling rates, which at the
opening were firm at 2/-7/16 for TT and 2/-1/2
for O/D were gradually lowered until at the

(Please turn to page 27, col. 2)

magnazines, he might confess “How My Large
Nose Mitigated Against My Success in Life”.
In trath, he seemed just to miss the world's
applause in everv undertaking. Certainly his
propensity for picking quarrels with all who
alluded even in friendly sport to the feature
about which he was so sensitive did not help to
establish him in popular favor. But when Death
comes to bear him away in his last defeat, Ro-
stand's Cyrano speaks of a ecertain compensation
on the subject of which the psychoanalyst is
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HE “MAYON"” COOKING STOVES are generally |
used in all parts of the Philippines, because they are
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