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Veterans Monetary Benefits

By Joun F. MARTIN
Veterans Administration, Manila

‘The economic condition of the United States,
covering the period beginning with the present
financial depression, affecting as it has ol bran-
ches of industry, commerce, and the monetary
welfare of the country, hus heen responsible for a
tremendous amount of mi: , unhappiness,
disaster and irreparable loss the concerned
aspects resulting from the misfortu What-
ever the basic causes of the more or niversal
depression might be is for academic discussion.
It may be said, however, that the immediate
changes in laws relating to veterans welfare
benefits were probably hastened by the financial
condition of the United States Treasury as ap-
plying to income and expenditures.

By reason of the inability of the government
to belance its budget, and the fact that the
veterans welfare program took about 30 per cent
of the yearly income to supply its needs as pro-
vided by law, it became necessary that something
be done to relieve and equalize the fnancial
burden. The result being that many of the
existing benefits I'ormerly granted veterans under
the provisions of previons laws became nuli and
void by the passage of Public Act No. 2, 73rd
Congress, which was signed by the President on
I\lnrch 20, 1933,

This Aet empowered the President to pro-
mulgate regulations and  procedures covering
benefits that might he granted to veterans or
ervice men of war-time or peace-time serviee,
who had been honorably discharged from the
Army or Naval forces of the United Statex,
and to others who eame \n(hm the cnnccnwd
categorics of certuin benefits
A Tormer luws applving to hospital cave 5
treatment, domicilinry care, compensation and
other allowunces, disability allowance or retire-

ment pay to veu’rnns m\d the dependents of
of the sh-American War, the
Philippine In~urrcct|on, the Boxer Rebellion,
.uul the World War were repenled by the pro-
ns of Section 17 of the so-called Feonomy
\cl {Public No. 2, 73rd Congress).
1t might be of interest to digress on the distri-
bution of cxpenditures as covering compensa-
tion, disability allowance, and pensions of the
veterans welfare program during the fiseal year
ending June 30, 1932, as shown by the recards
of the Veterans Administration. An apprecia-
tion of the vast amount of business, il cogniaz-
ance of the expenditure of the huge sum of mo-
ney made necessary to cover the entitlements may
be had by ealling attention to some of the facts.
At the close of the fiseal year, Junc 30, 19:

pensation benefits were being paid to 32%,-
658 veterans whose disabilities were directly
incwred in or aggravated by military or naval
service, or were given the henefit of & presump-
tive service conneetion for same.  The dishurse-
ments for the purpose of compensating these
veterans who had served during the World War
totalled $189,540,380.76.
s of the major disahilities for which
compensation was being paid disclosed that 2175
suffered from neurop<y chiatric disabilities; 197,
1607 ¢ from general medieal
nlme~ The average monthly
cum}mnsuliun rds S1H12
« of the disabilitiex for which
compensation was heing paid were rated on a
per nmnenl and partial ba ‘ temporary
19, as permanent and total, and 4
ax u-mpor...v total. In the newropsychialric
group 32° ¢ of Hn- permanent. and total eases were
found, while 27° ; wore in the tubereulosis group.

November, 1933

The four States having the largest number of
veterans

receiving compensation were, New
6,638 ; C.lhfomu 24,167; Pennsylvania,
Of the fm ign coun-

78 in Canada snd 161 in B

pured with
On June 30,
veter receiving compensatior
sified as: Army Nurses Corps,
women, 12; Navy
(female) 2,380; mmmeug major
lisabilities for which eampcmmwn was_ heing
fied uropRychiatric disease,

and general medical
ies, 46
Allowances were heing pnid the dependents
of 91,199 vetcrans who were rate@ on a tem-
porary basix, being authorized for 84
162,116 ¢ \Ildren
fathers. Aud there were 11, 828 veterans re-

1932, there were 2,904 womeft
bcnem\. clas-

and surgical disabil

ceiving insurance payments for permanent and
total disability. Records showed that compen-
sation was being paid to the dependents of 97 448

s & result of disab
itary or naval service during
the World War. ion was being
paid to 31 widow children, and 87,-
490 parents, at an average monthly payment of
227.9%. In addition to ecompensation approxi-
mately 674 of the dependents of veterans who
died as a result of military or naval service were
receiving monthly payments of cither term or
United States Covernment {converted) life in-
surance.

veterans who died a:
injuries incurred in

ate cause of death
‘o of the total, were
and 68,600 or 70%;

An anal
dizeloxed that 23,883, or 2
the result of Imttlc in,
the result of diseas ndents of 6,914
deceased veterans were residing  outside  the
continental limits of the l'lllte(l States, 50
heing in Italy, 703 in the Br les,

Poland, 652 in the Philippine
in Puerto Rico.
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