EDITORIAL

PHILIPPINE MINING INFORMATION
IN THE UNITED STATES

There is a deplorable lack of inform-
ation in the United States about the
true picture of conditions in the Phil-
ippines. It is not only the case in the
lumber industry, the mining indus-
try, the textile industry—but the Phil-
ippines as a country.

Such publicity as has appeared in pa-
pers and magazines is far short of
what might be even termed, true and
informative. Many of the articles which
appear in the states, are permeated with
misinformation. Some transient jour-
nalists, visiting the Philippines, have
left the Islands with but scant knowl-
edge of existing conditions—neverthe-
less their articles leave readers with
the impression that a complete survey
was made. Others have come to the Is-
lands for a short stop; visiting a few
of the main points of interest, seeing
some of Manila, and sailing with the
tide, without having made a mark on
the surface of information which is
here. These types of stories are the
“ones seen and read in the States.

The Chamber of Mines of the Phil-
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ippines, & body composed of representa-
tives from some of the leading mines
in the Islands, have taken a forward
move in disseminating authentic infor-
mation. The Chamber has prepared
very comprehensive and understand-
able reports on the mining industry.
_The organization releases data to all
companies or individuals who are in-
terested in the industry. They recently
sponsored a publication, the first of its
kind ever published in the Philippines,
which graphicly presents to the world
the mining industry from the time gold
was first discovered by the Spaniards
up to the present time.

To actively convey these points, a
representative has left for the states
to personally supervise a publicity cam-
paign at the San Francisco Internation-
al Exposition. Such a campaign is
bound to be effective.

It will be the duty of this representa-
tive to bring to the American people,
a realization of their great stakes, ma-
terial and potential, in the Philippines.
By the written word and the use of piec-
tures, to bring to these people, who
should have a deep interest in this Pa-
cific outpost, the hidden treasures here
in not only industry, but in good living
such as Americans are accustomed to
having. To bring to the investor, the
desirable field here for investment.

The Chamber of Mines are not fol-
lowing the usual procedure of printed
documents, which are heavy with bal-
ance sheets, trade arrangements and
tariffs, but are using an effective pre-
sentation in just plain facts and fig-
ures.

Few realize the industry that has
sprung up in the Islands from the moun-
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tains and the dense tropical forests.
Some of the mines are small cities, with
American engineers and their families
living in company built homes. In
place of the few primitive tools that
once were used, the finest and most mo-
dern equipment that will give the maxi-
mum of efficiency is employed. From
all over the world and with years of
experience in the mining industry, men
have gathered here to direct this work.
From these we learn that the surface
of mining is barely scratched.

At this critical time in relations be-
tween the States and the Philippines
it is very fitting that the Chamber
of Mines has seen to it that serviceable
information will be made available in
the States. The people of the western
states have keenly followed the pro-
gress of mining in the Philippines.
Most of the engineers engaged in the
operation of the mines, either came:
from or have had much experience ‘in
these states. On the coast some of the
companies have listed their issues for
share dealing. Today, with the achieve-
ment that has been made, every feature
of the industry should be shown to the
millions who will come to the Fair. A
remarkable feature indeed, is the fact
that America41 capital has taken praec-
tically no part in the industry.

If the mineral section of the Philip-
pine exhibit is properly prepared, it
will furnish a splendid opportunity to
demonstrate the fact that mining is on
a sound basis here; that the operations
are carefully and efficiently super-
vised; and that the ore reserves of the
leading companies insure continued
and profitable operation at full capa-
city for many years to come.
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