AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF EDUCGATION
IN THE PHILIPPINES

(A Committee Report in the Superintendents’ Convention in Baguio
from May 10 to 15, 1948)

I

1. As a result of the last war there
have been fundamental and ecritical
changes in the Philippines and the
world over. In the Philippines those
changes are, among other things, the
establishment of the Philippine Repub-
lic; the devastation of the country; the
weakening of the social, moral, and
emotional fiber of the people; the de-
mand for industrialization; and the
prevalence of subversive ideas that
threaten to undermine the social or-
der and our democratic way of life,

All over the world, there is an wr-
gent cry for the immediate realization
of the universal aspiration for the
brotherhood of men. For the realiza-
tion of this, the Philippines, as a sover-
eign state, is one of the most ardent
advocates.

In view of the foregoing changes, the
Committee feels that there should be a
re-orientation, in points of view and
emphasis, of the philosophy of the pre-
sent school system; and that this phi-
losophy should draw its inspiration
from the Constitution of the Philip-
pines.

The Committee recommends the
adoption of the fundamental objectives
of the Philippine Educational System
as approved by the former National
Council of Education, with slight mo-
difications and the inclusion of an ad-
ditional objective, Number 11, These
objectives are the following:

(1) To impress upon our people that
they are citizens of a republic; to in-
still in them love of and veneration
for their country; and to train them
to discharge willingly and faithfully
their duties and obligations as citi-
zens of an independent state, imbued
with an abiding faith in Divine Pro-
vidence,

(2) To develop in our people health
and physical fitness through personal

and community hygiene and physical
education.

(3) To inculcate in our people the
ideals of democracy, to make them
realize that, if they are to attain self-
fulfillment, they have to help pre-
serve the fundamental rights of man
at any cost.

(4) To develop in the people habits
of industry and thrift and to equip
them with the necessary skills and
knowledge which would enable them
to earn an honest livelihood and con-
tribute to the economic well-being of
the country.

(5) To train our men and women for

family responsibility and the obliga-
tions of the home,

(6) To guide our people in the wise
use of leisure so that it may contri-
bute to their personal growth and
promote the welfare of the commu-
nity.

(7) To infuse in the individual the
desire and the willingness to help
his community; to instill in him sym-=
pathy for, understanding of, and good
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will toward, his fellow men.

(8) To promote in our youth a way
of life which embodies the best of
our cultural heritage, enriched by the
valuable experiences of other peoples.

(9) To foster among our people ap-
preciation of the arts, sciences, and
letters so that their taste may be re-
fined, their lives enriched, and their
sympathies deepened.

(10) To cultivate in our people a
sympathetic understanding of other
nations through a study of the con-
tributions that these nations have
made to civilization.

(11) To promote in our people the
ability to think and act rationally, to
express their thoughts clearly, and to
read and listen with understanding.
2. The objectives in the various levels
of instruction in the school system may
be stated and distributed as follows:

(1) Inasmuch as primary education
serves the greatest portion of our
population, it should aim to equip the
child with those fundamental skills,
habits, knowledge, attitudes, and
ideals that are generally regarded as
essential for the unification and in-
tegration of members of a democra-
tic society and for effective partici-
pation in the activities of that socie-
ty. Included in this are a command
of the fundamental processes, desir-
able habits, moral character, personal
discipline, civic conscience, knowl-
edge of the duties of citizenship in
an independent republic, with parti-
cular emphasis on the eradication of
illiteracy, and an understanding of
social and natural phenomena.

(2) Intermediate education should
complement primary education and
should have for its main objective the
improvement of community life, par-
ticularly rural life, with emphasis on
agriculture.

(3) Secondary education should aim
to continue on a higher plane the in-
tegrating function of education and at
the same time to provide opportunity
for the development of special abili-
ties through the exploration and dis-
covery of the student’s interests, abili-
ties, and aptitudes by offering a wide
variety of worth-while courses and
guiding the students in the choice of,
and in training them in, their voca-
tional or professional courses, with
emphasis on agricultural and indus-
trial life.

'(4) College education should have
for its main aim the training in spe-
cific vocations, with emphasis on
service and leadership in community
living.

Running through all these levels as
a unifying and articulating factor are
the general objectives of education in
the Philippines as defined by this
Committee at the beginning of this re-
port.

3. With respect to the relation be-
tween the schools and the state, the
Committee realizes that the schools
are a creation of the state and, there-
fore, should serve its interests. Their
primary concern, however, is the im-
plementation of the educational pro-
visions of the Constitution. On the
other hand, since the schools are
created for the people, they should
serve as a decisive social force to help
reconstruct society. Furthermore, the
schools should endeavor to enrich the
state by improving the living conditions
of its people and making possible its
optimum development.

II.

So that our schools can help car-
ry out the ideas and plans of the
UNESCO, such measures as the fol-
lowing are recommended:
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1. Portions or passages in the pre-
sent textbooks and other instructional
materials, which may hamper the pro-
motion of world understanding, should
be deleted.

2. Steps should be taken for the
adoption of more up-to-date texts, ex-
pressive of the new world trends and
consistent with our present indepen-
dent status.

3. There should be a balanced
view of world culture instead of un-
due emphasis on Latin and Anglo-
Saxon civilizations.

4, Adequate literature on the UNO
and its various instrumentalities, es-
pecially the UNESCO, should be made
available in the schools for reference.

5. Special stress should be laid on
character and citizenship training of
the youth.

6. Pre-Military Training in the
secondary schools should be abolished.

7. Practical, sound, and dynamic
nationalism should be built up and cul-
tivated so that we can contribute more
to the fund of world heritage and cul-
ture as basis for internationalism.

8. In the study of history, the de-
velopment of the human race should be

traced to the common origin of man-
kind.

9. The teaching of the social stu-
dies should be approached from the
point of view of international trade,
exchange, and the like.

10. Inventions, arts, and letters
should be considered a common heri-
tage of all countries and nations.

11. Students should be trained to
distinguish facts from propaganda, the
patriot from the mountebank.

12. Abundant opportunities in the

school should be provided for the ex-
ercise of reflective thinking.

13. Cooperation of the home and the
community should be secured.

14. An International Goodwill Day,
featuring dances of the nations, pa-
geants, and goodwill gifts, should be
held once a year on the day the UNO
was born.

15. There should be an exchange of
teachers, students, textbooks, and cor-
respondence among the nations of the
world.

III.

With respect to the articulation of the
various curricula with the objectives of
education as expressed in the Consti-
tution, the Committee lists the follow-
ing existing curricula:

. General primary

. General intermediate

. Agricultural intermediate
. General secondary

. Agricultural secondary
Trade secondary

Normal secondary

Junior normal

. Junior-college trade

. Junior-college agricultural

The objectives of education which
are expressed in the Constitution are
given in the following:

“All schools shall aim to develop
moral character, personal discipline,
civic conscience, and vocational ef-
ficiency, and to teach the duties of
citizenship.”

It is apparent that there is a good
deal of overlapping among the virtues

enumerated in the above-quoted provi-
sion.
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With the above considerations in
mind, your Committee prefers to view
the aims of education, as constitu-
tionally provided, in their total effect—
the production of “well-balanced citi-
zens who are prepared to take their
places as individuals and as members
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of their respective social groups in a
democracy.”

Topic No. IIT must, therefore, be con-
sidered in the light of the total effect
of the different curricula taken toge-
ther. The extent to which these vari=-
ous curricula articulate with the aims
of education is in direct proportion
to the proper balance which these
various curricula contribute to the en-
tire educational effort of the Bureau of
Publie Schools.

In short, everything considered, all
the present curricula contribute to the
attainment of the aims of education

in the Philippines.

IV.

As far as the subjects offered in them
are concerned, it seems that the vari-
ous curricula provide opportunities for
carrying out the mandate of the Con-
stitution. If they are deficient in car-
rying out this constitutional mandate,
the deficiency is due to inadequate fa-
cilities, lack of trained teachers and,
perhaps, lack of appropriate and up-
to-date content to take care of the so-
cial changes in the world today, par-
ticularly in the field of human rela-
tionships.
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS . ..
(Continued from page 48)

to talk to him on the objectives of this
Association. Mr. Langcauon gave an
exposition of our plans and principles
and the President was satisfied. It is,
therefore, the duty of every delegate
here, when he goes back to his prov-
ince, to explain to the teachers and to
the people our mission. The main
concern of the present PPSTA admi-
nistration is to implement the objec-
tives of the Association. It has 3 ob-
jectives, which are:

1. To advance the course of educa-
tion as agency for Filipino Nation-
alism and to promote the prin-
ciples of the UNESCO.

2. To protect and help the members.

3. To keep members in close contact
with one another.

The first objective is a lofty one.

When we expound to the people our

mission, let us not over-emphasize
nhumber two; that would be selfishness.
We want to improve the system be-
cause it is ours. No other people will
know that the system is bad. No other
people will say it is bad. Who are
better prepared than we to work for
the improvement of the system? So
we should try our best to implement
the three objectives. I am sure that
your efforts and with the efforts of an
active executive secretary-treasurer and
the members of the Board, we can car-
ry out the objectives of this Associa-
tion. One thing I am sure of is that
we shall succeed in all our endeavors if
we can get the support of 60,000 teach-
ers in the field. @~ When we get that
much support, we know that the en-
thusiasm for the PPSTA will never
wane. Because of that enthusiasm, the
PPSTA shall not faill



