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:Army 

No. 2 

of the 

l!irst lRepublic 

1HE ARMY of the first Phil­
ippin.e Republic was a soi· 
dierly outfit. It is not the 

shabby, ill-equipped army that 
we imagine it to be. In fact, 
the first army of the Philip­
pine government was disciplin­
ed, neatly garbed and rather 
well-equipped. 

It wa1 a soldierly outfit 

Frank D. Millet, an Ameri­
can war correspondent who 
came to the Philippines with 
the first American troops, was 
impressed by the units of the 
Philippine army. He reported 



:-hat around Manila the Filipi­
no soldiers "were never observ­
ed to drill and were rarely seen 
to march in large detachments." 
However, at Bacoor, Cavite, 
which was the first seat of the 
Revolutionary government, oc­
casional parades in review with 
brass bands were conducted. 

"On this occasion," Millet re· 
ported, "Aguinaldo and his 
staff were most resplendent in 
gold lace and trappings and the 
review was conducted with 
pomp and style calculated to 
impress the natives with his 
power and the high quality of 
the army at his command. The 
troops made an excellent ap­
pearance. The soldiers were 
perfectly obedient to orders." 

It has to be admitted that 
the troops of the first Philip­
pine army never received any 
formal instruction in war or 
military conduct. They picked 
up their military knowledge as 
they went along driving, cap­
turing and fighting the Spa­
niards. Needless to say, these 
soldiers became very proficient 
in guerrilla warfare, ambushes 
and sneak attacks. They also 
awed their enemies by their va­
liant and sometimes foolhardy 
last-ditch stands. 

Millet remarked that imme­
diately after the surrender of 
the Spanish army to the Ame­
ricans "large bodies of insur­
gent recruits were seen drill­
ing on all sides, imitating man-

uevers of the American troops.'· 
The reason for this was the re­
organization and training of 
the army initiated by General 
Antonio Luna, the Director of 
Wat. 

Luna gathered the best avail­
able military talent which in­
cluded Filipino ranking offi­
cers in the former Spanish ar­
my. One such soldier, Major 
Jose Torres Bugallon, later be­
came Luna's chief of staff. Bu­
gallon was a graduate of the 
Academia Militar de Toledo. To 
train the officers of the Philip­
pine army, a military school 
was established in Malolos. 

:fl FTER SEVERAL months, the 
arm y was completely 

transformed. It became .an or­
ganization in the best military 
tradition. Millet recorded this 
c.hange in his report of the de­
parture of Filipino troops from 
Manila after a negotiation with 
the American commander-in­
chief. 

"The strains of martial mu­
sic, echoing among the house, 
beyond the Campo de Bagum­
bayan, announced that the 
movement was in progress in 
Ermita, and, in a few minutes 
we saw, to our great surprise, 
the head of a column of Fili­
pinos emerge from the Camino 
Real, and wheel into Calle de 
San Luis which leads along the 
southern border of the great 
open space into the Paco Road. 
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By the time we reached this 
street, it was filled with troops, 
numbering three thousand or 
more, headed by a gallant dis­
µlay of officers, and with three 
large and excellent bands play­
ing as vigorously as those on 
a street parade on St. Patrick 
day. The column halted, offi­
cers and aides galloped back­
ward and forward, and consult­
ed and gave orders and were 
full of business generally. Af­
ter a delay of ten or fifteen 
minutes, the order was given 
to march, and the column mov­
ed around through the Paco 
road, past the barracks of the 
Sixth Regular Light Artillery, 
into the Calzada, at the point 
where they had been forced 
away ·on the day of the surren­
der, and along under the walls 
of the town, crowded with Spa­
nish prisoners, and to the Lune­
ta. Here they wheeled into the 
Camino Real and marched down 
the thoroughfare the whole 
lP,ngth of the Ermita and Mala­
te and out into the gathering 

FEBRUARY 1958 

darkness among the bamboo 
thickets at Maytubig." 

The demonstration greatly 
impressed both the Spaniards 
and the Americans for, to 
quote Millet again, "they made 
a brave show, and they were 
neatly uniformed, had excellent 
rifles, marched well, and looked 
very soldierly and intelligent ... 

In the beginning the soldiers 
of the first army had no uni­
form. According to General Jo­
se Alejandrino, before General 
Luna asked his brother, Juan, 
to design a uniform for the 
soldiers, they wore anything 
that suited their fancy. 

The only badge of service 
was "a red and blue cockade 
with a white triangle bearing 
the Malay symbol of the sun 
and the three stars and some­
tim~s a red and blue bank pin­
ned diagonally across the low­
er part of the sleeve." Later 
the rayadillo uniform was pres­
cribed. Most of the soldiers 
went unshod. For this reason, 
some Americans called them 
"the barefoots." 

! 



T HE UNIFORM of the officers 
was made of finely striped 

blue linen. The badge of rank 
is a revolver. The officers also 
wore riding boots. During the 
inauguration of the First Re­
public in .1V\alolos, some Filipi­
no generals appeared in khaki 
uniforms. 

The army of the Republic 
was armed with a variety of ri­
fles - Mausers, Remingtons, 
Ambers, Muratas, tercerolas, 
paltiks and falcunetes. Later, 
during the Philippine-American 
War, Springfields and Krags 
were added to the collection. 
The sandatahans, or bolomen, 
was also a part of this army. 
This unit was composed of re­
serve troops. 

The soldiers did not carry 
canteens or haversacks. Their 
provisions were transported by 
sled or cart to the area of op­
erations. In most cases, when 
they billeted in a village, they 
occupied the houses. 

A foreign observer described 
the manner of suply of Filipino 
troops during a military cam­
paign. 

"The food was issued at the 
front was mostly rice brought 
up in carromatas to within a 
1ew hundred yards of the 
trenches, where it was cooked 
by women, perhaps in some 
large and now disused cock­
fighting theaters with remark­
able structures of bamboo and 
nipa which are found every-

6 

where in the country. Each man 
had double handful of rice, 
sometimes enriched by a por­
tion of meat or fish, which was 
~erved him in a square of plan­
tain leaf. Then he was unem­
cumbered with plate or knife 
or fork and threw away his 
pnm1t1ve by excellent dish 
when he had licked the plate 
clean ." 

General Frederick Funston 
called the Filipinos poor shots. 
This was admitted by Alejan­
drina in his memoirs. The main 
reason, he said, is lack of prac­
tice because of ammunition 
shortage. The Filipino soldiers 
often used refilled cartridges. 

The reorganized Filipino bat­
talions of General Luna that 
faced the Americans at Bagbag, 
Calumpit, and Santo Tomas 
were veterans who knew how 
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to use their rifles. They were 
also commanded by experienc­
ed officers. 

The following is General 
Funston's estimate of the Fili­
pino soldier: "While not very 
capable in the offensive, these 
insurgents showed no little 
mettle in defending positions, 
for they often stuck to them 
until the bottom of the trench­
es were literally covered with 
dead." 

SOME brilliant counterat-
tacks, however, were exec­

uted at La Loma, Bacolor, and 
San Fernando. The best-known 
defensive campaigns of the 
kind that General Funston re­
called were made at Caloocan, 
Calumpit and Tirad Pass. 

In the fight for the posses­
sion of San Fernando, Pam­
panga, where an American di­
Yision was stationed under the 

command of General Arthur 
MacArthur, 7,000 Filipinos un­
der Aguinaldo launched a coun­
terattack. During the battle, 
Funston wrote, a band of Fili­
pino soldiers appeared from a 
ravine and made a dash for 
the American lines, yelling 
and firing as they advanced. 
~ ot one Filipino survived this 
charge. 

Funston commented on this 
charge: "What a strange fa­
talism possessed them we can 
only guess. It seemed a pity, 
&s certainly they deserved a bet­
ter fate." 

If we may be permitted to 
answer Funston across t h e 
years, we can only say that it 
is no fatalism that drove these 
soldiers on but the thought 
that another band of invaders 
were about to settle on the 
ground that they had wrested 
from the Spaniards. 

ALL FOR ONE 

BAYANIHAN is a charming practice of the 
people of rural Philippines which reflects the warm 
and generous nature of the Filipino, his concern 
for his brother, his inherent capacity for work. 
The people of the bayan come together without 
being asked, to help a neighbor move his house 
to a better location, or help plow and harrow his 
field before planting it to rice, or to dig a well. 
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Will they hit it? 

1 HOPE OF PHILIPPINE ECONOMY 
I 

By Jesus P. Sto. Domingo, Jr. 

P HILIPPINE ECONOMY-anemic as it 
is-still has something on which to 
pin its hopes-the oil possibilities 

all over the archipelago. Every now and 
then, the presence of oil seeps, gas ema­
nations and bituminous rock deposits are 
reported. These, to an optimist, are sub­
stantial bases to claim the presence of the 
source rock, waiting to be discovered. 

A study of the neighboring countries 
will lead one to believe that presence of 
this valuable mineral in the Pihlippines is 
highly possible. For instance, Japan, Bri­
tish Borneo and Indonesia are the closer 
countries which are all oil producers. In 
fact, as of 1956, they have contributed a 
total of 138,492,641 barrels of oil to the 



total world oil produced, as fol- quantity. 
lows: At present, there are a good 

Daily Average Total for the Year 

Japan ........ . 5,926 barrels 2, 169,968 barrels 
British Borneo . I 16,12i 42,502,806 
Indonesia ..... . 256,338 93,819,867 

What will these make of the 
Philippines? 

Geologically and geographic­
allf; the Philippines is linked 
to the whole chain of islan~s 
as far north as Alaska, through 
Japan, Formosa, and down 
south to British Borneo on the 
west and Indonesia on the east. 
It is of interest to note that all 
these islands have petroleum­
bearing rocks. 

Furthermore, in the recent 
studies of the geology of the 
Western Pacific area, several 
authorities were inclined to be­
lieve that a: closer affinity of 
the Philippines to Indonesia 
exists. Comparative examina­
tions of the fossils of both coun­
tries have shown that the ter­
tiary rocks of the Philippines 
have great similarities with the 
tertiary geology of Indonesia, 
where oil fields have been de­
termined to be underlain by 
tertiary sediments. In British 
Borneo oil has been found to 
come from pliocene rocks. Pe­
troleum-bearing rocks of Japan 
are established to be of pliocene 
and miocene age. 

With this available informa­
tion, it is safe to conclude that 
there is oil here in commercial 
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number of companies and pri· 
vate parties which are out to 
prove the presence of this pre­
cious liquid. Many also are yet 
to be granted their concessions. 

The increase in number of 
concessions may be attributed 
to several factors. First, there 
is a very good prospect for suc­
cess in the search for oil. Sec­
ond, the increasing oil imports 
annually create interest in the 
search for it. Third, the recent 
crisis in the Middle East shifted 
the attention of foreign compa­
nies to look for oil source in 
this part of the world; the Phil­
ippines is one of the countries 
they have turned to. Finally, 
the government has encouraged 
many by giving them enough 
protection by enacting the Pe­
troleum Act of 1949. 

T HE SEARCH for oil in the 
Philippines is, however, not 

exactly new. The history of oil 
exploration in the Philippines 
dates back to as early as 1890 
when Abella y Casarriego, a 
Spanish geologist, reported the 
presence of oil in Asturias, To­
ledo, and Alegria, all in the 
province of Cebu. Six years 
later, in the same places, Smith, 



Bell & Co. drilled two wells 
which yielded small amounts of 
oil; they however, had to aban­
don the work on account of the 
uprising a year later. 

In· 1936-38, the National De­
velopment C o m p a n y drilled 
wells in central Cebu and in 
Barili, with less valuable results. 
The Far East Oil Co. (now 
PODCO), tried their luck at 
Daan-bantayan in 1940, only to 
be disappointed by the outbreak 
of war the following y ea r . 
Again the same company drilled 
another hole in 1947 but no en­
couraging results were obtained 
even as they had reached base­
ment at 9,995 feet. 

Valuable seeps have also been 
reported around Bondoc Penin­
sula, in the southern part of 
Quezon province. A n d from 
1906 to 1925, several American 
companies had drilled for the 
oil bu t various complexities 
forced them to abandon the 
wells. The place has not been 
given up completely, though, 
as even today several compa­
nies are concessionaires in that 
area. 

In 1950, after the enactment 
of the Petroleum Act, PODCO 
drilled three wells in Pampanga 
province; two of the wells were 
dry and the ~ast apparently did 
not furnish good results as no 
report was made available. At 
present, PODCO together with 
Calasiatic and Topco, has al­
ready reached about 13,000 ft. 
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m their latest well in Cagayan 
area. 

Only recently, Stanvac Oil 
Co. had to abandon its first well 
in their Cagayan concession. 
The well was reported to be one 
of the most expensive wells so 
far drilled. The company had 
sunk two million pesos in that 
well alone. However, valuable 
in formation on the structure 
and sedimentation of the area 
were obtained which w o u 1 d 
greatly help in future ventures. 

As of December I last year, 
Acoje was reported to have 
started drilling operations in 
Bogo, Cebu. (Bogo is a place 
not very far from the wells 
drilled by PODCO in 1947). 

Several other oil companies 
such as the White Eagle Over­
seas Oil Co., Maremco, San Jose 
Oil Co., Inc., Rep. Resources & 
Dev. Corp. and many others are 
still on the exploration stage. 

San Jose Oil Co., Inc. has re­
portedly one of the biggest ex­
ploration programs. Extensive 
geological a;1d geophysical sur­
veys are be in g conducted 
throughout most of the com­
pany's concessions. Future plans 
include simultaneous airborne 
magnetometer and .San Jose is 
laying down plans for a gravity 
survey over Manila Bay, which 
is scheduled for early this year. 
Seismic surveys may likely take 
place in 1959. 
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JN THE meantime, while ex-
ploration surveys and drill­

ing operations are going on 
throughout the country, it is 
important to n o t e that the 
s e a r c h for oil has already 
brought many blessings to the 
Philippines. One cannot deny 
the fact that many jobs have 
been created; interest in the 
science of geology has been sti­
mulated; large amounts of dol-

Jars have been brought into the 
country. 

It is therefore to be hoped 
that the coming years would 
bring considerable progress in 
the search for oil in this part 
of the world. And finally, in the 
event that the source of this na­
tural wealth is found, a bright 
future for Philippine economy 
is forthcoming. 

74" 'lflHU ... 
Research 

A researcher at the University of California di~­
covered that tears produced by ellWtional stress have 
a different chemical composition from those produc­
ed when peeling onions. 

:(. :(. 

A researcher discovered that of the dozen Amer­
ican insurance firms whose names start witI1 "Old" 
only one was organized before 1930. 

¥ :to 
Crime 

A resident of Denton, Tex., reported the theft of 
a car that had no tires. 

¥ ¥ 
Colgate University reported the theft of a 70-

million-year-old dinosaur egg from a glass case in 
Lathrop Hall. 

Medicine 

An orthopedist at the University of Pittsburgh 
warned that the common toe-touchinJl exercise may 
cause serious back trouble in later life. 

* 
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Mindanao's epic heroes 

indarapatra, 
sulayman 

and the four 
monsters 

12 

By Anenio VillanuevG 

I .!'i"DARAPATRA and Sulayman 
are the epic heroes of the 
Maguindanaos of Cotaba-

to. The exploits of these he­
roes have been recorded in Ara­
bic, the lingua franca of the 
Maguindanaos. The exact age 
of the epic is not known al­
though some scholars have sug­
gested that it is as old as the 
Moslem culture in the Philip­
pines. The evidences that they 
advanced are I) the language 
of the epic, 2) the similarity 
of certain details to some of 
the tales produced by other 
Moslem countries and 3) the 
participation of the Moslem 
priestcraft in the perpetuation 
of the story. 

The first man to record this 
epic in English was the Egyp­
tian-American physician, Na-
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jeeb 1'1\. Saleeby, an authority 
on Mindanao. This epic also ap­
peared in Philippine Fowl Tales 
edited by Agnes Cook Cole. 
Saleeby heard the story from 
Datu Kali Adam who in turn 
learned it from Maharajah Lay­
la and a Moslem scholar called 
A lad. 

During the time of lndara­
patra and Sulayman what is 
now the province of Cotabato 
was largi;ly underwater. This 
large inland lake was walled on 
all sides by mountains. The peo­
ple, the ancestors of the pres­
ent-day Maguindanaos, farmed 
these mountains. They became 
prosperous. 

Their prosperity, however, 
was short-lived. Four man-eat­
ing monsters appeared from 
nowhere. One of the monsters, 
Kurita, was described as pos­
sessing many limbs and haunt­
ed Mt. Kabalalan and its vi­
cinity. The second, Tarabusaw, 
looked like a huge man and 
lived on Mt. Matutum. The 
third monster was a large bird 
called Pah. This monster ra­
vaged eastern Ranao. I ts egg 
was said to be as big as a house 
and everytime it took to the 
air, its shadow darkened the 
earth. The fourth monster was 
another giant bird with seven 
heads. It called Mt. Gurayn 
home. 
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THE STORY of the spoliations 
wrought by these monsters 

reached the court of King In­
darapatra, the ruler of a near­
by kingdom called Man tapuli. 

He was so distressed that he 
summoned his brother Sulay­
man. Sulayman agreed to fight 
th e monsters. Indarapatra 
thereupon gave Sulayman a 
magic ring and a majic sword 
called Juru Pakal. Then lndara­
patra planted a tree near the 
window of his palace. "By this 
tree," the king said, "I shall 
know what's happened to you, 
0 brother of mine ... " If the 
tree thrived, everything was 
well but if the tree wilted it 
would mean that Sulayman was 
in grave danger. 

Sulayman flew to Maguin­
danao-land. He saw that the 
area had been completely de­
vastated by the monsters. He 
landed on Mt. Kabalalan. The 
horrible Kurita appeared and 
there was a terrible battle. In 
the end, Sulayman killed the 
monster. 

Without resting, Sulayman 
flew to Mt. Matutum. The en­
ormous Tarabusaw appeared 
to challenge him. The monster 
tore large branches from huge 
trees to club Sulayman. But 
Sulayman again emerged vic­
torious. 

The next was Pah. Sulayman 
was able to slay the giant bird 
but one of its severed wings 
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fell on the hero and he was 
crushed to death. 

The plant near Indarapatra's 
window suddenly dropped and 
died and lndarapatra knew that 
his brother was no more. He 
buckled on his sword and like 
his brother zoomed through 
the air. He found the carcass 
of the giant bird; lifting one 
of the wings, he found the 
bones of Sulayman. 

Indarapatra tore his hair in 
grief. He prayed to all the gods 
for help and solace. Suddenly 
a jar of water appeared from 
nowhere. The king knew that 
the gods had heard him . He 
poured the water over the bones 
of Sulayman and Sulayman 
came whole again. "I have been 
sleeping," Sulayman told his 
brother. 

lndarapatra decided not to 
expose his brother to any fur­
ther danger so he instructed 
him to go home. "Let me take 
care of the fourth monster," 
lndarapatra said. After anoth­
er fight, the many-headed bird 
of Mt. Gurayn lay dead. 

THE KING looked around for 
survivors. In a distance he 

saw a beautiful girl. He ad~ 
vanced toward her but she mys­
teriously disappeared. Near the 
spot where the girl disappeared, 
Indarapatra saw a fire and 
some rice. As he was hungry, 
he boiled the rice using his 
thighs for a stove. Then he 
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heard someone laugh. He tiun­
ed about and saw an old man 
who was convulsed over his 
strange Vr'.ay of boiling rice. 

The old man led him to a 
cave where the survivors of the 
monster had taken refuge. 
There were only a few left but 
they had a datu for a ruler. 
The girl who mysteriously dis­
appeared turned out to be the 
daughter of the datu. 

In gratitude, the datu gave 
the hand of his daughter to 
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lndarapatra in marriage. There 
was a feast and much rejoicing 
and the cave dwellers were 
once more able to lead a normal 
life. 

After some time, lndarapatra 
became homesick. He bade 
farewell to his father-in-law 

and wife and returned to Man­
tapuli. His wife in Mantapuli 
upon his arrival gave birth to 
twins. The boy was named Ri­
namuntaw and the girl, Rina­
yung. They were, according to 
legend, the ancestors of all the 
tribes in the Lanao region. 

REPTILE APPETITE 

A RARE curiosity of Cuba's reptile life is the bat­
croshing boa constrictor. A Smithsonian In­

stitution mjssion recently brought back a collection 
of the reptiles. 

The bat-eating snakes are true members of the 
constrictor family and show a curious adaptation, 
a Smithsonian announcement says. 

There are many bat caves in the Trinidad moun­
tains on the south coast of Cuba. Thousands of fruit­
eating bats spend the day sleeping in the dark, damp 
depths of these caves and at dusk fly out of their 
hidden caverns. Each cave consists of several cham­
bers. These have narrow entrances that are barely 
big enough for a bat to squeeze through. 

The big snakes hide, coiled in rock crevices, be­
sides these entrances. When the bats start their 
nigthly exodus a boa will strike again and again. 
Since a bafs progress is impeded by the narrow aper­
ture through which it must pas, each strike by the 
boa usually nets a bat. 

The captured bat is crushed in its coils by the 
snake and eaten. The snakes have prodigious ap­
petites, sometimes consuming a dozen bats at a time . 

• 
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0 F ALL ~HE_ re".enue meas­
ures, 1t 1s income tax 
which hurts us most for 

the simple reason that the gov­
ernment takes the money away 
from us when we need it most. 
Each one of us may be wonder­
ing why we have to pay a tax 
on income when what we earn 
is not even sufficient to provide 
for our needs and that of our 
family. The only practical ex­
planation for this is that in­
come tax is a sure and profit­
able means of raising revenue 
-if strictly and properly en­
forced. I emphasize strict and 
proper enforcement because ac­
cording to the annual report of 
the former Collector of Internal 
Revenue for 1956, only 63,927 
individual taxpayers in the Phil­
ippires carry the burden of pay­
ing income tax and the bulk of 
thes~ taxpayers is made up of 
employees. This report does not 
state the true state of things. 
Neither does it mean that there 
are only 63,927 residents of the 
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YOU and your 
INCOME TAX 

By JOSE C. CAMPOS, Jr. 

Philippines whose annual in­
comes justify the imposition of 
the income tax. 

In a country like ours with 
a population of 22,265,300 this 
statement would indicate tha: 
the tax burden here is not as 
evenly distributed as it should 
be or that there are still. many 
who have successfully evaded 
paying their tax liabilities. 

According to this report, a 
total of 63,927 individuals, citi­
zens and aliens alike. and 2,359 
private corporations filed their 
tax returns for the year 1956 
and paid a total of Pl41,973,· 
039.05 in income taxes alone. 
The taxes due from these per 
son5 can maintain the govern­
ment for one entire year with 
the exception of the Depart­
ment of Education and National 
Defense. The entire budget for 
1956 has P602,007,347.00 with 
the Armed Forces carrying an 
appropriation of more than l / 3 
(Pl 70,202,073.00). 

Of the P141,973.039.05 in· 
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In this reYised and up­

dated yersion of an earlier 

Panorama article, a law 

professor in the UniYersity 

of the Philippines tells 

about all a layman has to 

know in the complicated 

subject of income tax. 

come tax paid for that fiscal 
year, P83, 190,315.32 was paid 
by business corporations and 
1"43,903,325.57 came from the 
pockets of the 63,927 indivi­
dual taxpayers. Other interest­
ing things revealed by the above 
figures as reported are: 

(I) Of the 63,927 individuals 
who filed their income tax re­
turns, about 30% were single. 
with a reported net income of 
over f'73,784,152.l I and a tax 
liability of more than P8,667,-
033.9 I. From these we can in­
fer that the burden of rnpport­
ing the government falls more 
heavily on the shoulders of 
those who prefer to preserve 
thei: status as single. 

(2) A very substantial por­
tion of the income tax were 
paid by Manilans. Of the 63,927 
taxpayers, roughly 50% were 
from Manila, with a tax liability 
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of over f'300 million. This is 
understandable because the city 
of Manila is the center of busi­
ness, employment, and industry; 
furthermore, internal revenue 
measures are, as a rule, more 
strictly and effectively enforced 
in Manila, where the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue is located. 

What Is Income? 

J NCOME TAX is a tax on in-
come. But how can we tell 

what is income and what is not? 
Is there any basic concept which 
can be defined or described? 
The economists have devoted a 
great deal of thought to the 
definition of income, but it must 
be confessed that it is difficult 
for a lawyer to get much con­
crete aid from their work. It 
will be valuable to a student 
to compare the definitions of a 
few economists with the con­
cept as it has been worked out 
by the courts. 

C. C. P!ehn, "Income as Re­
current, Consumable Receipts," 
14 Am. Econ. Rev. I, 5 (1924) 
says that "Income is essentially 
wealth available for recurrent 
consumption periodically re -
ceived. Its true essential char­
acteristics are: receipt, recur­
rence and expendability." W.W. 
Hewett, "The Definition of In­
come and Its Application to 
F e d e r a l Taxation," 2 2 - 2 3 
( 1925) : "Net indivdual income 
is the flow of commodities and 
services accruing to an indivi-
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·dual through a period of time 
and available f o r disposition 
after deducting the necessary 
cost of acquisition." 

I can cite a long list of defini­
tions by famous economists, but 
as one author puts it, "No gen· 
era! agreement exists among 
economists regarding the con­
tent of income." (See 53 Pol. 
Sci. Q. 85; Torleou, "The Con­
cept of Incom~ for Federal Tax 
Purposes," 20 Tenn. L. Rev. 568 
[1949]). This latest statement 
lend~ an encouraging note to 
the lawyers. C o u r ts have, 
through a long process of de­
fining and redefining, arrived at 
a very simple definition of in­
come, and that is "the gain de­
rived from capital, from labor 
or both combined, including a 
gain through the sale or con­
version of c a pi ta I assets." 
(Doyle v. Mitchell Bros. Co., 
247 U.S. 179.) 

Taxable Income. Although the 
tax imposed by law is on in­
come, not every kind of income 

is subject to tax. In the com­
pu ta ti on of the tax; various clas­
ses of income must be consi­
dered: (a) Income, in a broad 
sense, meaning all wealth which 
flows into the taxpayer other 
than as a mere return of capi­
tal. It includes the forms of in­
come specifically described as 
gains and profits, including 
gains derived from the sale of 
disposition of capital assets; (b) 
Gross income, meaning income 
(in a broad sense) less income 
which, by statutory provision 
or otherwise, is excluded or ex­
empt from the tax imposed by 
law; and ( c) Net income, mean­
ing gross income less statutory 
deductions. 

Gross income includes gains. 
profits, a n d income derived 
from salaries, wages, or com­
pensation for personal services 
of whatever kind and in .what­
ever form paid, or from profes­
sions, vocations, trades, busi­
ness, commerce, sales, or deal­
ings in property whether real 



or personal, growing out of the 
ownership or use of or interest 
in such property; also from in­
terests, rents, dividends, securi. 
ties or the transactions of any 
business carried on for gain or 
profit, or gains, profits and in­
come derived from any source 
whate1.Jer. 

Compensation f o r personal 
services of whatever kind and 
in whatever form paid consti­
tutes income. It includes sala­
ries, wages, commissions, com­
pensation for services on basis 
of percentage of the profits, 
tips, previous c; retiring allow­
ances paid by private persons 
or by the Government of the 
Philippines, except pensions ex­
empt by law from tax, like re­
tirement gratuity. However, so­
called pensions awarded by one 
to w!10m no services have been 
rendered are mere gifts or gra­
tuities and are not included in 
gross income. 

Compensation also includes 
marriage fees, baptismal offer­
ings, sums paid for saying mass 
for the dead and other contribu­
tions received by clergymen, or 
religious workers for services 
rendered (40 Rev. Reg.), re­
wards, strike or employment 
benefits to the amount in ex­
cess of the contributions to the 
fund, and Christmas gifts based 
upon a fixed percentage of sala­
ries. In a recent ruling by the 
Board of Tax Appeals, Christ­
mas bonuses granted by em-
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ployers to deserving employees 
have been considered as gifts 
and not income. 

Pensions paid by the Govern­
ment of the Philippines or any 
of its instrumentalities to a pen­
sionado abroad are taxable in­
come. This is so for the reason 
that pensions are in the nature 
of salaries received by the pen­
sionado f r o m the Philippine 
Government or its instrument­
ality. (Ruling, Feb. 7, 1940, 
BIR). Likewise, per diems and 
travelling allowances given to 
an employee while travelling on 
official business should be in­
cluded in his gross income, but 
amounts actually spent are de­
ductible therefrom. (Ruling, 
March 8, 1940.) 

Income Not Taxable. Not all 
kinds of income are taxable. 
The following items are not in­
cluded in gross income, hence 
not ~axable: 

(I) Life insurance: proceeds 
of life insurance policies paid 
to beneficiaries upon the death 
of the insured, whether in a 
single sum or otherwise. 

(2) The amount received by 
the insured, as a return of pre­
mium or premiums paid by him 
under life insurance, endow­
ment or annuity contracts, ei­
ther during the term or at ma­
turity of the term or upon sur­
render of the contract. 

(3) The value of property ac­
quired by gift, bequest, devise 
or descent; but the income from 
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such property should be includ­
ed in gross income. 

(4) Interest on government 
securities, obligations of the 
Government of the Republic of 
the Philippines or any political 
subdivision thereof. 

(5) Amounts received, 
through accident or health in­
surance under the Workmen's 
Compensation Acts, as compen­
sation for personal injuries or 
sickness. 

(6) Income of any kind to 
the extent required by any 
treaty obligation binding upon 
the government of the Philip­
pines. 

(7) Income of foreign gov­
ernments received from their 
investments in the Philippines 
in stocks, bonds, and other do­
mestic securities. 

(8) Amount received by offi­
cers, enlisted men, and their 
beneficiaries by way of backpay 
for services rendered during 
1942-1945 (Rep. Act No. 210). 

(9) Amounts received- from 
the United States Government, 
or of the Philipt:ines or from 
any agency on account of dam­
ages or losses suffered durin.g 
the last war (Rep. Act No. 227}. 

( 10) Amounts received from 
the United States Veterans Ad­
ministration (Rep. Act No. 360). 

The foregoing items just enu­
merated are properly excluded 
in the computation of gross in­
come and are not included in 
your tax returns. 
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Deductions 

NOT ALL income that you in-
clude in your tax returns 

as gross income is subject to 
tax. There are certain items 
which are allowed as deductions 
from gross income. In comput­
ing net income, the foliowmg 
are allowed as deductions: 

a. All the ordinary and neces· 
sarv expenses paid or incurred 
du~ing the taxable year in car­
rying on any trade or business, 
including a reasonable aliow­
ance for salaries or other com­
pensation for personal services 
actually rendered; travelling ex­
penses while away from home 
in the pursuit of a trade or busi­
ness; and rentals and other pay­
ments to be made as a condi­
tion to the continued use or pos­
session, for the purposes of 
trade or business, of property 
to which the taxpayer has not 
taken or is not taking title or 
in which he has no equity. 

Before an expense is allowed 
as a deduction, it must satisfy 
three requirements: (I) It must 
be both ordinary and necessary; 
(2) it must be paid or incurred 
within the taxable year; and 
(3) it must be incurred fo car­
rying on a trade or business. 

An expense incurred in car­
rying on a trade or business is 
sometimes referred to as a busi­
ness expense. Among the busi­
ness expenses which are deduc­
tible are management expenses, 
commission, labor, salaries, sup-
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plies, incidental repairs, operat­
ing expenses of transportable 
equipment, travelling expenses, 
advertising and other selling ex­
penses, insurance premiums 
ag·ainst fire, storm, theft, acci­
dent or other similar losses in 
case of business, rental for use 
of business property and the 
cost of goods purchased. A tax­
payer is entitled to deduct the 
expenses paid in carrying on a 
trade or business from his gross 
income derived from whatever 
source. 

Travelling expenses include 
transportation expenses, meals 
and lodging. If the trip is un­
dertaken for other than busi­
ness purpose, the expenses are 
personal expenses and the meals 
and lodging are living expenses 
and therefore not deductible. If 
the trip is solely business, the 
reasonable and necessary travel­
ling expenses become business 
expenses and are therefore de­
ductible. 

A professional man may claim 
as deductions the cost of sup­
piies used by him in the prac­
tice of his profession, expenses 
paid in the operation and re­
pair of transportation equip­
ment used in making profes­
sional calls, dues to professional 
societies and subscriptions to 
professional journals, rent paid 
for office rooms, expenses for 
fuel, light, water, telephone, 
etc .. used in such offices and the 
wages of office assistants. Am-
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ounts currently expended for 
books, furniture and profession­
al instruments and equipment 
the useful life of which is short, 
may be deducted, but these ex­
pended for instruments or 
equipment of a permanent na­
ture are not allowed as deduc­
tions (69 Rev. Reg.). 

b. Amount of interest paid 
within the taxable year on indebt­
edness except that interest on 
indebtedness incurred or conti­
nued to purchase bonds and 
other securities, the interest 
upon which is exempt from tax 
is not deductible. Interest, whe­
ther for business or for per­
sonal purposes, as, for instance. 
the interest paid by a taxpayer 
on a loan from a bank or a 
private person for the construc­
tion of his residential house is 
deductible. 

c. Taxes paid or accrued durinq 
the taxable year: This will in­
clude import duties paid to the 
Customs officers, business, oc­
cupation license, privilege, ex­
cise; documentary stamp taxes, 
residence taxes A and B, and 
any other taxes of every name 
and nature paid directly to the 
Government of the Philippines 
or to any political subdivision. 
Automobile registration fees 
are considered taxes. Taxes are 
deductible only by the person 
upon whom they are imposed. 
But not all kinds of taxes are 
deductible. The following are 
not deductible: (1) Income tax 
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imposed by the Internal Reve­
nue Code; (2) Income, war pro· 
fits and excess profits imposed 
by the authority of a foreign 
country, except that a taxpayer 
who has paid income tax to a 
foreign country is allowed a 
certain per cent credit for such 
foreign taxes; (3) Estate inher­
itance and gift taxes; and (4) 
Special assessments or taxes as­
sessed against local benefits of 
a kind tending to increase the 
value of property assessed. 

d. Losses actually sustained 
during the taxable year and not 
compensated by insurance or 
otherwise. This will include los­
ses suffered in transactions to 
carry on some trade or busi­
ness or l o s s es of property 
though not connected with trade 
or business, if the losses arise 
from fires, storms, shipwrecks, 
or other calamity, or from rob­
bery, theft, or embezzlement. 

e. Debts due to the taxpayer 
actually ascertained to be worth­
less and charged off within the 
taxable year. Deduction of bad 
debts is available to all taxpay­
ers, regardless of whether they 
are engaged in trade or busi­
ness, provided that the debt is 
a valid obligation. When does a 
debt become worthless? Worth­
lessness is a question of fact. 
For instance, any of the fol­
lowing may give rise to a bad 
debt: flight or disappearance of 
the debtor (Hard-Wood Lumber 
Co., 5 B.T.A. 1171); bankrupt-
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cy or insolvency may be an ac­
tual indication of worthlessness 
(Sec. 102, Rev. Rep. No. 2). 

f. A reasonable allowance for 
deterioration of property arising 
out of its use or employment 
in the business or trade, or out 
of its not being used. A profes­
sor may not deduct depreciation 
allowance for his car because 
he is not using it in trade or 
business (unless teaching can 
properly be classified as a trade 
or business). 

g. Depletion of oil an d gas 
wells and mines. A reasonable 
allowance for actual reduction 
in flow and production in case 
of wells and a reasonable allow­
ance for depletion not to ex­
ceed the market value in case 
of mines. 

h. Contributions or gifts actua!­
ly paid or made to or for the use 
of the Government of the Phil­
ippines or any political subdivi­
sion thereof for exclusively pub­
lic purpose; to domestic co.rpo­
rations or associations organ­
ized and operated exclusively 
for religious, charitable, scien­
tific, athletic, cultural or educa­
tional purposes or for rehabili­
tation of veterans, no part of 
the net income of which inures 
to the benefit of any private 
stockholder or individual. Con­
tributions to the Red Cross, 
Community Chest, Anti-Tuber­
culosis Society, Girls' Scouts, 
Boys' Scouts, and others of sim­
ilar nature are deductible. A 
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gift to the University of the 
Philippines is deductible but a 
gift to the F.E.U. may not be 
claimed as a deduction for the 
reason that F.E.U. is a corpora­
tion where part of the net in­
come inures to private stock­
holders. 

The maximum amount which 
an individual taxpayer may de­
duct from his gross income by 
way of a gift or charitable con­
tribution do not exceed 6% of 
his taxable net income. 

In order to validly claim the 
deductions aforementioned, tan­
gible evidences of such items 
should be attached to your tax 
return, such as receipts, vouch­
ers, deeds, contracts, etc. A 
mere entry in your returns 
without supporting papers will 
usually be disallowed. 

Standard Deduction Method. 
For purposes of administrative 
convenience and to enable in­
dividual taxpayers to make a 
short-cut in filling their tax re­
turns, an individual other than 
a non-resident alien, may elect 
a standard deduction in lieu of 
the deductions above stated. 
Such optional standard deduc­
tions shall be in the amount of 
f'IOOO or an amount of 10% of 
his gross income, whichever is 
the lesser. For most of us, who 
are strictly on a salary basis 
and are not actually engaged 
in business for profit, the op­
tional standard deduction is 
most beneficial both from the 
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standpoint of convenience and 
economy. An unmarried profes­
sor earning f'4,800 per annum 
can hardly claim and prove that 
he is entitled to a deduction of 
f'480 by way of standard de­
duction without being obliged 
to prove that he actually in­
curred such deductible items. 
This is Schedule J in your tax 
returns. 

Non-deductible Items. 0 u r 
law does not allow deduction 
for any of the following items; 

1. Personal, living or family 
expenses. This explains why the 
cost of the food you eat, the 
clothes you wear, the tuition 
and other fees of your children, 
doctor's bills, etc., are not de­
ductible. 

2. Amounts spent for perma­
nent improvements, new build­
ings, or any improvement to 
increase the value of any pro­
perty. 
3. Amounts expended in restor­
ing property or in making good 
th e exhaustion thereof f o r 
which an allowance is or has 
been made (these two consti­
tute what is known as capital 
expenditures); and 

4. Premiums paid on any life 
insurance policy covering the 
life of any officer or employee 
or of any person financially in­
terested in any trade or busi­
ness carried on by the taxpay­
ers. 
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Gains a1.1d Losses 

SUPPOSE you bought a house 
and lot in 1949 in Manila 

for residential purposes. You 
built a new house in the more 
swanky district of Little Baguio 
or. New Manila, so you sold the 
old house in 1953. You derived 
a gain of f'I0,000 in the tran­
saction. This is income. But not 
all of it is taxable income. Only 
50% of such gain should be in­
cluded in your tax returns be­
cause the income is what you 
call a capital gain. The gains 
from sales or exchanges of ca­
pital a:osets are called c~pital 
gains. 

A capital asset means pro­
perty held by a taxpayer (whe­
ther or not connected with his 
trade or business), but does not 
include stock in trade, property 
of a kind which would be in­
cluded in the inventory; pro­
perty held primarily for sale to 
customers i n th e ordinary 
course of trade or business; pro­
perty subject to depreciation 
allowance; a n d real property 
used in trade or business. The 
definition is very vague because 
it does so by exclusion. In the 
determination of what percent­
age of gain or loss in the sale 
or exchange of capital ass.et 
shall be taken in to account the 
rule is: 

I. 100% if the capital asset 
has been held for less tha!J. a 
year. 

24 

2. 50'7o if the capital asset 
has been held for more than a 
year. 

On the other hand, suppose 
you incurred a loss instead of 
a gain in the sale of your real­
ty. Can you claim the same as 
a deduction? Although you suf­
fered a loss of say f'l0,000 when 
you sold the house and lot in 
I 953, you cannot claim full de­
duction for your loss. Only 50'% 
of your loss is allowable. The 
rule regarding gains or losses 
in transactions involving capi­
tal assets works both ways, whe­
ther the transaction results in 
ga!n or loss. 

Personal Exemptions 
After subtracting all such de­

ductible items, net income is de­
rived. All manipulations, legal 
or otherwise, with the end in 
view of reducing taxes on in­
come, are or must be done be­
fore you come to the determina­
tion of net income. Once net 
income is determined, what fol­
lows is a simple case of addi­
tion and subtraction. 

Although income tax is a 
drastic revenue measure, its 
proponents have tempered i~s 
harshness by allowing taxpayers 
a certain amount of personal 
exemption for themselves and 
for their dependents. If the tax·· 
payer is single, or a married 
person legally separated or di­
vorced from his or her spouse, 
he b allowed a personal exemp-
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tion of 'Pl,800. If the taxpayer 
is a married man or woman not 
legally separated or divorced or 
the head of a family, he is al­
lowed 'P3,000. Where husband 
and wife file separate returns, 
only one exemption of ?3,000 
shall be allowed from their ag­
gregate income. 

An unmarried person may 
claim the personal exemption 
of 'P3,000 provided that he or 
she is a "head of the family." 
For income tax purposes, a head 
of the family includes an un­
married minor woman with one 
or both parents, or one or more 
brothers or sisters, or one or 
more legitimate recognized na­
tural, adopted children depend­
ent upon him or her for their 
chief support provided such 
brothers, sisters or children are 
less than 21 years of age or 
where such children are incap­
able of self-support because 
they are physically or mental­
ly defective. 

In addition to this personal 
exemption, an additional exemp­
tion of 'P600 is allowed a head 
of a family for each legitimate, 
recognized natural, or adopted 
child wholly dependent upon 
the taxpayer, if such depend­
ents are un-der 21 years of age 
or incapable of self-support be­
cause mentally or physically de­
fective. 

You may be wondering why 
the tax code fixes the personal 
exemptions to 'Pl,800 for peo-
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pie who are single and 'P3,000 
for married people or head of 
the family and 'P600 for each 
dependent child. By what cri­
teria are these sums fixed? 
These are arbitrary sums al­
lowed for personal, living or 
family expenses of the taxpay­
ers and his family. Being ar­
bitrary, they may not be fully 
adequate to provide for all ex­
penses. However, at the time 
the Tax C o d e was enacted 
( 1939) these exemptions were 
calculated as roughly equivalent 
to the minimum subsistence. 

Under present conditions, I 
venture to say that the personal 
exemptions fixed by law do not 
justify that minimum calcula­
tion. The simple thought behind 
these provisions is that a mar­
ried man is entitled, for obvious 
reasons, to a higher exemption 
than a single person; likewise, 
exemption from tax should be 
weighed in proportion to the 
number of dependents of the 
taxpayer. These ideas are part 
of a more generic concept that 
the burden of income taxation 
should be adjusted according to 
the capacity to pay. 

If the s t at u s of a person 
changes during the taxable year 
by reason of marriage, birth, 
emancipation, or death, h o w 
will it affect his tax liability? 
If a person married in the mid­
dle of the year, is he entitled 
to c I aim full exemption of 
'P3,000? If a child is born in 
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December of the same year, is 
he entitled to claim the full ex­
emption of P600? 

The answer is in the affirma­
tive. The personal and addition­
al exemptions shall be deter­
mined by the status of the tax­
payer at the close of the tax­
able year, except in the case of 
death. If the status of the tax­
payer changes by reason of 
death, the amount of personal 
and additional exemption shall 
be apportioned in accordance 
with the number of months be­
fore and after such change, fol­
lowing the rules prescribed by 
the Secretary of Finance. 

The person, be he a minor or 
of lawful age, a citizen or an 
alien resident, must file a tax 
return on or before March 31 
of every calendar year and pay 
the corresponding income tax 
after proper assessment by the 
Collector of Internal Revenue. 
An alien resident of the Phil­
ippines pays a tax on his en­
tire net income received from 
all sources in the same manner 
as Filipino citizens. 

A non-resident alien pays in­
come tax on his entire net in­
come received from all sources 
only within the Philippines if 
such alien is engaged in trade 
or business or has an office or 
p~ace of business in the Philip­
pines. The returns m u s t be 
made personally by the taxpay­
er, unless by reason of minor­
ity, sickness, or other disability, 
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or absence from the Philippines, 
the taxpayer is unable to make 
his own return in which case it 
may be made by a duly author­
ized representative. 

The best way of reducing 
your tax liability is first, by 
knowing your rights under the 
Tax Code; and second, know­
ing your liabilities. With these 
as your weapons, you can watch 
your step against the pitfalls in 
income tax. 

For salaried employees, it is 
always advantageous to claim 
the optional f.tandard deduction 
under Schedule J of your tax 
returns rather than claim the 
deduction enumerated under 
the right hand column of Sched­
ule A. To prove my point, a 
professor earning P6,000 pei­
annum will have to do a lot of 
mental gymnastics and paper 
work to show and prove that 
his deductions under Schedule 
A wculd amount to P600. If you 
choose the standard deduction, 
the revenue officers stop asking 
you questions. 

Some people manage to pass 
as head of family with several 
dependents without inviting 
scrutiny from the tax collectors. 
Others do succeed in c!aiming 
additional exemptions for de­
pendent children who are not 
legitimate, recognized natural 
or legally adopted children. In 
so far as such practices do not 
attract the attention of the re­
venue officers, you can claim 
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personal exemptions beyond the 
amount you are legally entitled, 
thus indirectly reducing your 
tax liability. 

But one word of caution. 
Should the collector discover 
that your returns were fraudu­
lent, a surcharge of 50% of the 
amount of your tax liability as 
rectified will be levied and col­
lected from you, plus the threat 
of a criminal prosecution. 

For those who are landlords 
and businessmen in their own 
right, or as a side line, the 
standard practice is to inflate 
business expense and other de­
ductible items provided that 
they are supported by clear and 
tangible evidence. A device used 
by employers is to give high 
salaries and remuneration to 
the employees and deduct the 
same as business expense or 
grant their employees Christ­
mas bonuses. 

If you have hopes that the 
income tax would be reduced or 
abolished, you are due for a big 
disappointment. The tax on in­
come is one of the biggest 

sources of revenue-in fact, the 
revenue derived by our govern­
ment from this source consti­
tutes almost 1/5 of our estimat­
ed national income. Unless some 
ingenius congressman thinks of 
a better substitute, the tax on 
income is here to stay, and will 
continue to hurt your pocket. 
In fact, the tendency for tax 
rates on income is to increase 
in order to provide revenue to 
finance the ever increasing and 
expanding government activi­
ties. 

In order, however, to relieve 
the income tax of its harsh ef­
fects on the small income group, 
I propose as amendments to the 
existing law on income taxa­
tion: 

I. Increase of the personal 
exemption for married people 
or head of a family from f>3,000 
to f>5,000. 

2. Increase of the additional 
exemption for each dependent 
child from f>600 to f>IOOO. 

3. Allowance, as a deductible 
item, of medical and hospital 
expenses. 

"What's the trouble between you and your wife?" 
"Incompatibility-the later my income the less 

patibility ." 
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Most of the twenty words given below should be in your reading vocabulary. That 
is, you should be able to recognize them, although you may not be able to define ur 
actually use them in writing. Select the proper definition fo reach, then turn to page 
74 for the correct answers. Fifteen is passing. 

1. bemused-(a) amused or entertained; (b) confused; (c) puzzled or 
intrigued; (d) elevated or honored. 

2. bounteous---<:!J plentiful; (b) expensive; (c) unlimited; (d) dan­
gerous. 

3. incarcerate-(a) to dispute or deny; (b) to punish; (c) to mah 
answerable for; ~ to imprison. 

4. grime-( a) sweat; (J)} anything unsightly; (c) hard work; (d) dirt 
or foul matter. 

5. supple-(a) subject to change; (b) sweet or delicious; (-C) flexible; 
(d) deep. 

6. unkempt-(a) without bounds or limit; (lJJ not combed; (c) in­
jurious; ~ unexpressed. 

7. viv~cious--'(} lively; (b) full of 
attve. 

8. irresolute-(a) harsh or impolite; 
not significant; ( d) untruthful. 

curves; (c) luxurious; (d) talk­

<efdoubtful or indecided; (c) 

9. gainsay-(a) gross profit; (b) lo repeat; (c) to announce publicly; 
(ti) to deny. 

10. odious-(..,....-hateful or detestable; (b) heavy; (c) lacks melody; 
( d) distant or remote. 

11. clarnmy-(a) shut-up tight; (b) rugged in shape; (c-) cold and 
damp; (d) dark. . ./ 

12. aerate-(a) to shoot, as a missile; (~ to expose to air; (c) to sub-
ject to criticism; (d) to destroy. . / 

13. extricate-( a) to free from blame; (b°'( to disengage; (e".) to squeeze 
out the juice from; (d) to make special. 

14. Jitter-:(3:) scattered rubbish;· (b) small fish;;c) a measure of 
volume; ( d) threshold. 

15. resume-(a") continuation; (b) suspension; (c summary; (d) in-
troduction. / 

16. romp---(a) hesitate, then leap; (b) to dance wildly; (<;)/ to stray; 
(d) to play in a liv~ly manner. I 

17. sanctuary-(a) a place of worship; (~ hall of saints; (c) a sacred 
or holy pl~; (d) a CathC?lic cemetery. 

18. t6lecast-(~to broadcast by television; (b) to project on a screen; 
(c) to relay by radio; (d) to inform by telephone. 

19. thwart-(a.)f"'to scare or threaten; (b)~o ppose successfully; (c) 
to bis.me; (d) to expose to public vie . 

20. woeful-(a) wretched or unhappy; (b pitiful; (c) hopeless; (d) 
romantic. 
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Harrison's last wish 

Return of a <"<"Native" 

LATE LAST November, Gov­
e r n o r-General Francis 
Burton Harrison-often 

called the grandfather of Phil­
ippine independence-died. In 
death he returned to the Phil­
ippines. This was his wish. 

The former governor-general 
died of heart attack on Novem­
ber 21 in Flemington, New Jer­
sey. He was governor-general 
of the Philippines for 1913 to 
Hl21. But even after his term 
of duty he stayed in the coun­
try as adviser to four chief 
executives. His last Philippine 
appearance was at the inaugu­
ration ceremonies of Manuel 
Roxas on May 28, 1946. 

Harrison arrived in Manila 
on October 6, 1913. He became 
governor-general following the 
victory of the Democratic Party 
in the 1912 presidential elec­
tion. Before he became govern­
or-general, he was a congress­
man of the thirteenth and sixth 
districts of the state of New 
York. 

FEBRUARY 1958 

By Arturo Mayo 

At this time, Resident Com­
missioner Manuel Quezon was 
working for Philippine indepen­
dence "as soon as a stable gov­
ernment can be established in 
the country." In March 1912, 
William Atkinson J ones, a 
Democrat from Virginia, intro­
duced a bill in the U.S. Con­
gress calling for complete Phil­
ippine independence after eight 
years. The Congress did not 
approve the bill. In July 1914, 
Jones introduced another bill, 
without specifying a definite 
date for the gra~ting of inde­
pendence. The deliberations on 
the question of Philippine in­
dependence were closely fol­
lowed by Harrison. He support­
ed completely the Filipinos' bid 
for freedom. 

Immediately after assuming 
his post, Harrison started the 
Filipinization of the civil ser­
vice. Key administrative posi-
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tions were given to Filipinos. 
This program alone earned 
Harrison a good deal of bad 
criticism, especially from the 
American sector. But Harrison 
was undeterred. 

In a letter that he wrote to 
Quezon on May 11, 1914, Har­
rison said: "Of course, it is 
the most vital importance to 
have action by Congress as 
soon as possible on the Philip­
pine question. Uncertainly is 
the cause of a good -deal of the 
business and political troubles 
in the islands, as it has been 
for some years in the past. I 
hope Congress will act at the 
next session." 

HARRISON did much to keep 
the spirit of Filipino lead­

ers fighting for independence. 
In numerous letters that he had 
written to Quezon and Osmeiia, 
there is the unmistakable per­
sonal concern that he felt for 
the country. 

He took long trips to the 
provinces to see for himself the 
condition of the people and to 
become acquainted at first 
hand with the problems of the 
country. The concrete results 
of these trips are increased 
public works and the revitali­
zation of the educational sys­
tem. Harrison knew that inde­
pendence was inevitable for the 
Philippines and he wanted to 
prepare the people for the res­
ponsibility of sovereignty. 
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The news that the President 
of the United States and the 
Secretary oz War were in fa­
vor of the independence bill 
gave Harrison great joy. On 
that day, he wrote to Quezon: 
"The news has just arrived of 
the introduction of the ... bill 
and I wish to congratulate you 
most heartily upon the success­
ful completion of your winter's 
work, and particularly upon the 
fact that the President and the 
Secretary of War are reported 
to be so strongly in favor of 
the bill. I know how hard you 
struggled for a fixed date for 
independence, but believe you 
have no other course than to 
support with all your might the 
present bill. After all, the bill 
contains much of permanent 
value to the Filipino people, 
and given them an opportunity 
to demonstrate their capacity 
for the final demonstration la­
ter. 

"You will know by this time, 
of course, of the results of the 
meeting last Sunday at the 
Opera House where Mr. Earn­
shaw delivered to the Filipino 
people the communication of 
the views of the President on 
the question of a fixed date 
for independence. My own view 
is that under the new Jones 
Bill the Filipino~ will be given 
a chance to show how compe­
tent they are for self-govern­
ment, and that the showing 
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they will make will silence the 
criticisms of their opponents." 

The more influential sections 
of the population, however, did 
not receive this news with joy. 
They started a campaign to dis­
credit the Filipinos as "inca­
pable of running their own af­
fairs." The movement also 
sought to discredit Harrison. 
In the United States there was 
a strong petition for the remo­
val of Harrison. 

WHEN THE furor died down, 
both in the Philippines and 

in the United States, negotia­
tions for the granting of inde­
pendence were finally agreed 
upon. The Jones bill was pass­
ed in the House on October 14, 
1914, with the votes counted at 
211 to 59. The bill rriet stiff op­
position in the Senate because 
of Republican opposition.-

Senator Clarke of Arkansas 
introduced a bold amendment 
granting independence to the 
Filipinos at the end of not less 
than two years and not more 
than four years from the date 

of approval of the act. Vote 
on this amendment resulted in 
a tie-41 one to 40. Senate Pre­
sident Marshall broke the tie 
by voting in its favor. But the 
Republicans, combining with 
the Democratic-Catholic bloc 
in the Senate, opposed the 
Clarke Amendment. Finally 
both houses of Congress ap­
proved the Jones bill without 
the Clarke amendment. Presi­
dent Wilson signed it on Au­
gust 29, 1916. 

Harrison recorded the reac­
tion of the Filipinos: "Anyone 
who was present in the Philip­
pines during those days will 
forever remember the outburst 
of wild enthusiasm of the peo­
ple. In every possible way, 
demonstration was made of 
their pride, satisfaction, and 
gratitude for the self-govern­
men t granted." 

Governor-General F r a n c i s 
Burton Harrison was buried 
shortly before noon on Decem­
ber 5 at the Cemeterio del Nor­
te. His burial plot is directly 
behind President Magsaysay's. 

Strenuous Enough 

The town's most important citizen was being in­
terviewed about soon becoming an octogenarian. 

"I'm sure our readers would like to know what ex­
ercises you use to keep fit;' suggested one reporter. 

"Son," was the answer, "when you're pushing 80, 
that's all the exercise you need." 
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Paris and C9airo 

In the protracted cold war poverty and nationalism-which 
abound in Afro-Asian countries--are allies of the Kremlin 

1 wo IMPORTANT conferences 
held over the year's end 
stressed the widening rift 

between the East and the West. 
The North Atlantic Treaty Or­
ganization summit talk was 
convoked in Paris in mid-De­
cember and lasted a few days. 
It was followed about a week 
later by the Afro-Asian Solida­
rity Conference held in Cairo. 

That the NATO meeting was 
prompted by Soviet Russia's 
recent spectacular successes 
with missiles is public know­
ledge. The appearance of the 
sputniks in October and No­
vember quickly turned Western 
smugness first into alarm, and 
then into fear. It was time to 
mend fences. And the Atlantic 
Alliance wall in central Europe, 
weary from age and internal 
dissensions, required first at­
tention. For some time the need 
to revitalize the eight--year old 
alliance had been felt, in the 
face of numerous changes in 
the military and diplomatic 
fronts. The sputniks provided 
the cue. 
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By F. C. Sta. Maria 

Thus goaded, the 15 member 
nations sent their top delegates 
to the rickety Palais de Chail­
lot in Paris on December 16, 
armed with ideas on how to 
face the new menace. 

U.S. President Dwight Eisen­
hower easily towered over the 
rest of the delegates by virtue 
mostly of the wealth and the 
influence that his country held 
among the Atlantic powers. On 
hand to meet him was France's 
youthful Premier Felix Gail­
lard. Britain's Harold Macmil­
lan and Belgium's Paul-Henri 
Spaak, secretary general of the 
alliance, were there as expect­
ed. So were the heads of the 
other states. Together, the de­
legates represented 450,000,000 
people - one-sixth of th e 
world's population. 

In 1949 these nations, scared 
by the stealthy advance of the 
communists across Eastern Eu­
rope, hastily put up a common 
wall of defense. This wall ran 
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southward from Norway in the 
Scandinavian peninsula to Tur­
key in the Mediterranean. lt 
did arrest the Red march. 

The wall now showed omin­
ous little cracks, however, 
which could easily lead to com­
plete collapse. Soviet missile 
superiority would see to that. 

On the conference agenda 
were two urgent items: the 
strengthening of the alliance 
militarily and politically, and 
the counteracting of Russian 
propaganda. 

.ft FTER THE usual introductory 
speeches, a few things be­

came evident. First, that there 
existed basic disagreements 
among the members on the 
manner of handling the U.S.­
sponsored nuclear weapons. 
While most of the delegates 
welcomed the modernizing of 
NATO arms through the use 
of intermediate range missiles 
(IRBMs), a few vigorously ob­
jected to leasing their territory 
as bases for such weapons. Sec­
ond, there was a preponderant 
sentiment to explore closely 
Soviet Russia's peace proposals. 

Regarding the first, it was 
agreed "in principle" to estab­
lish "stocks of nuclear war­
heads, which will be readily 
available for the defense of the 
alliance in case of need." The 
vagueness in phraseology was 
deliberate. W h at is really 
meant was that the U.S. offer 

FEBRUARY 1958 

was not acceptable to some 
members. Norway and Den­
mark specifically said so. They 
would not allow American 
IRBMs to be based on their 
soil. 

Why the reluctance? Because 
such bases, in the opinion of 
those countries, would attract 
Russian attack. Because, too, 
to allow these American-con­
trolled rockets on their soil 
would mean a surrender of sov­
ereignty. American law forbids 
the outright giving of nuclear 
arms to foreign countries. The 
short-ranged missiles (up to 
1,500 miles), on the other hand, 
could be effectively u s e d 
against Russia only from near­
by European bases. But they 
have to be manned by Ameri­
cans. Could joint control be 
possible, perhaps? Maybe, but 
it would be a complicated and 
impractical arrangement, cer­
tainly unfit in a modern atomic 
war where the time element is 
decisive. 

Failing to agree, therefore, 
the conference settled for the 
approval "in principle"; the 
U.S. hoping, naturally, that the 
individual me m be r nations 
would eventually yield. 

The decision to "promote" 
negotiations with Moscow on 
the deadlocked disarmament is­
sue-and the related problem 
of easing world tensions-was 
rather unexpected. At least for 
the United States it came witfi 
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no little amount of disappoint­
ment. Only weeks earlier So­
viet delegates to the U.S. dis­
armament sub-committee, hea­
dy with sputnik success, walked 
out on the sessions, after an­
nouncing to all and sundry that 
Moscow's patience was exhaust­
ed. And here was the tough 
Atlantic Alliance suggesting 
virtual appeasement! 

But the U.S. was clearly 
overruled even from the start; 
there would be no sense in 
pressing a lost cause. West 
Germany, seconded by Great 
Britain, was the author the sug­
gestion. As Britain's Macmil­
fan said later in sponsoring a 
post-conference proposal for a 
non-aggression pact between 
the U.S.S.R. and the West, "It 
could do no harm; it might 
even do some good." 

Still the West's conciliatory 
attitude during the Paris con­
fab has been interpreted by 
some as a realistic admission of 
weakness. A New York Times 
writer commented that Russia's 
influence was greatly felt in 
the deliberations-in terms of 
fear on the part of the dele­
gates. 

Perhaps it was not exactly 
fear, but a healthy respect for 
Soviet technology. But it 
amounted to the same thing. 

JT SEEMED that Premier Bul­
ganin's efforts to blunt 

the effects of the meeting, 
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even before it started, were not 
necessary. Circulating a letter 
to NATO and U.N. members 
days before the meeting start­
ed, Bulganin offered, among 
others, the immediate banning 
of nuclear weapons and the 
calling of a new "summit" con­
ference to discuss East-West 
differences. The letter was dis­
missed by the West as propa­
ganda. 

But still, the Kremlin derived 
silent satisfaction from the out­
come_ of the Paris confab, at 
least in as far as the "promo­
tion" of negotiations was con­
cerned. It was a Russian idea. 

In one other aspect, the At­
lantic Pact meeting underlined 
the lack of unity among the 
members. For while they agreed 
to hold more frequent consulta­
tions to avoid conflicts, and to 
pool scientific data and facili­
ties, they studiously avoided the 
issue of colonialism. It was evi­
dent that in an effort to achieve 
complete harmony, they over­
looked France's scandalous ad­
ventures in Algeria, Britain's 
desperate sovereignty over Cy­
prus and the Netherland's dis­
puted claims over West lrian. 
Mention of any of these affairs 
could have easily splintered the 
group. Even the United States, 
without a colonial axe to grind, 
dared not bring up the sensi­
tive question. 

As the Paris_ delegates pre­
pared to leave for home, the 
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grounds of the University of 
Cairo were being readied for 
the Afro-Asian conference. By 
the end of Dec em her unofficial 
representatives from 42 nations 
were gathered in the Egyptian 
capital, eager to match the 
NATO confab, in number if not 
in fury. 

In many ways the Cairo as­
sembly fell short of the 1955 
Bandung conference, to which 
it was claimed as a successor. 
Clearly communist-inspired, the 
meeting counted with over 400 
delegates consisting of ambas­
sadors, foreign ministers, exiled 
leaders, politicians an d plain 
businessmen. S o v i e t Russia, 
which was left out in Bandung, 
was am p 1 y represented. Na­
tionalist China delegates were 
denied a d m i s s i o n on the 
grounds that China was already 
represented. The Philippines 
and Cambodia did not partici­
pate. 

Soon it became plain that 
communists also directed the 
show. From the floor arose re­
solutions bitterly assailing the 
West. In the end, it was only 
I n di a' s tempering influence 
which caused the deletion of 
anti-U.S. phrases from the re­
solutions. Even at that, direct 
attack against the Eisenhower 
Mideast Doctrine went through 
untouched. 

Supporting several pet neu­
tralist ideas, the conference 
also: 
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(I) called for disarmament 
and a halt to nuclear tests; 

(2) c o n d e m n e d military 
pacts, colonialism and imperial­
ism "in all its forms"; 

(3) demanded Red China's 
admission to the United Na­
tions; and 

(4) declared nationalization 
as a "lawful means" and "right" 
of every nation. 

Other resolutions supported 
fully Indonesia's claims over 
West I rian, called for the unifi­
cation of Korea and Vietnam 
and denounced Israel as a "base 
of imperialism." 

One more remarkable aspect 
of. the Cairo affair was the op­
portunity it gave the Soviet to 
woo Asia's underdeveloped 
countries. Chief Delegate Rashi­
dov S. Rahidovich generously 
offered economic aid to all who 
needed it. "Just ask us," he said, 
"no strings attached." 

\t)11ETHER sincere or not, the 
statement might well be 

the theme of Russia's next of­
fensive in the un thawed cold 
war. It could be her winning 
slogan, too. Having apparently 
surpassed the United States in 
scientific achievement, the U.S.­
S.R. can now concentrate on 
the economic phase. Her poten­
tial customers: Asia and Afri­
ca's one billion undernourished, 
poverty-stricken peoples. 

If there is any good that the 
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Afro-Asian Solidarity Confer­
ence achieved, it was to serve 
warning to the Western powers 
that a tremendous dormant 
force has begun to awaken in 
Asi9. and Africa; that unless 
those in the Free World who 
are in a position to lead this 
motley group do so with genu­
ine sympathy and sincerity, this 
same force would help destroy 
them through communism. 

now or even in the next twenty 
years. But it will come. It could 
come suddenly, as in the wake 
of a devastatmg nuclear war. 
Or it could come slowiy, and 
without violence. The fact is 
that in this protracted battle 
poverty and nationalism-which 
abound in Asia and Africa-are 
the allies oi the Kremlin. 

The challenge is infinitely 
greater for the West.-The Phil­
ippine journal of Education. 
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The decision may not come 

FISHING BY RADIO 

A RADIO device that can be attached to fish to trace 
their movements has been developed by scien­

tists, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization re.ports. 

The device consists of a tiny ultrasonic oscillator. 
The osci11ator is placed in a small capsule that can 
be clipped to a salmon behind the dorsal fin. 

The need for such an invention arose with the con­
struction of dam.s and powerhouses for hydroelectric 
projects along major river systems. Such projects 
created problems for migratory fish, particularly sal­
mon, which move upstream to spawn at certain sea­
sons and later return to the sea. 

By-passes have been devised to allow the fish to 
move up and down a river freely, but the turbulent 
water at these points makes it difficult to follow 
the course of the salmon. 

The radio device can be fitted, without handling, 
while the fish is isolated in a small enclosure near 
the surface of the water. A radio apparatus in a boat 
picks up the sounds, which cannot be heard by the 
human ear. Instruments then chart the depth at 
which the fish is swimming and its exact course. 
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End of cheap labor? 

's Rising 

I N SPITE of the tradition 
that Japan sells cheaply 
abroad, Japanese costs 

have been rising steadily in the 
last few years due mainly to 
the workers' demands for high­
er wages. Foreign buyers are 
no longer sure of finding cheap 
goods in Japan. 

Japanese textiles, toys, cam­
eras and ~imilar goods are still 
offered at low prices. But in 
steel and other heavy indus­
tries especially, Japan is not 
always competitive with her 
European trade rivals. 

Yet wages in Japan are still 
low by European or North Am­
erican standards. 

The government each month 
examines the balance sheet of 
an average urban family. The 
latest official report was that 
income from all sources, in a 
working class family, totaled 
28,488 yen ($80), while gross 
expenditure was 26,601 yen 
($74). Thus, there was a small 
carry-over that month, largely 
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attributed to reduced income 
tax. 

In the total of expenditure, 
officials stressed that it was sig­
nificant that expenditure on 
consumption, the basic require­
ments of living, was 24,483 yen 
1,$68), leaving about $6 for ex­
tras, including entertainment. 

Yet these are described as 
good figures, representing a 
standard of life well above that 
applying among many classes 
of Japanese, both in and out 
of the cities. 

Over all Japan, in the same 
period, the average monthly 
expenditure for families of all 
types, including merchants, was 
less: 24,291 yen ($56), or per­
haps more, all Japanese indus­
tries employ large numbers of 
girls and youths. These form 
a large proportion of the popu­
lation, and there is great com­
petition for work when they 
ieave school. So a factory pay­
roll, as shown by official reports 
in Japan, includes 20 percent 
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or 30 percent of the employees 
receiving the equivalent of bet­
ween $22 and $33 a month. 

JN THE higher scales of Jap-
anese wages, a worker is 

able to maintain, at best, a tiny 
house. Most of his earnings are 
spent immediately. There is lit­
tle saving. 

Japanese custom demands 
the payment of bonuses twice 
a year, at mid-summer and at 
the new year. With these, the 
wage-earner buys his winter 
overcoat and the wife her sum­
mer dress. There may be some­
thing left over for an annual 
treat for the family - a picnic, 
a day at the seashore or a pil­
grimage to the family burial 
place. 

Simple and austere as this 
may be, millions of people in 
Japan live well below such a 
standard. 

Most working-class homes in 
Japan have no bathroom. The 
whole family takes its bath at 
the public bathhouse. There are 

enough of these so that no one 
has to walk more than a hun­
dred yards or so. The evening 
procession of kimono-clad bath­
ers along the streets, towel and 
soap in bowl, is a feature of 
Japanese life. 

Outside the cities, where the 
expense of gas and electricity 
forces most housewives to eco-
11omize severely, cooking is 
mostly done on a small char­
coal fire. 

Father, if he is a laborer, 
goes to work with more patch­
es than original material on his 
trousers. 

Yet these are comparatively 
good times for Japan. Every­
one says that the country is en­
joying its greatest prosperity 
in history. 

While wage-earners hope for 
better incomes, the government 
and employers fear that higher 
costs will reduce Japanese abi­
lity to sell overseas - and the 
employers' ability to pay wages 
even at the present standard. 

Food 
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A dentist in Bristol, R.1., recommended that 
meals begin with dessert and end with vegetables in 
order to inhibit tooth decay. 

:t :!: * 
The New York St.ate Agricultural Experiment 

Station reported that one tablespoon of honey wiII 
sober a drunk. 
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By Manuel Tiempo 

From outer space, the 
mysterious cosmic rays 

can deliver . . . 

A BILLION BILLION ELECTRON VOL TS I 
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T HE EARTH and everything 
on it are being bombarded 
constantly by mysterious, 

penetrating radiations. These 
radi1ttions come from all direc­
tions in space. They are called 
cosmic rays. 

Cosmic rays are by far the 
m o st powerful radiations 
known to man. Some of these 
rays carry energies that are 
equal to many millions of hy­
drogen bombs. 

The scientists regard these 
mysterious radiations as mes­
sengers from outer space and 
the successful understanding 
of their nature could yield in­
valuable answers to the origin 
and character of the universe, 
from the largest galaxy to the 
infinitesmal nucleus of the 
atom. 

B<;;cause of the promise that 
these rays hold for science, 
there is now afoot a coordinat­
ed effort to study them. They 
are currently being studied by 
means of giant balloons and 
soon they will be observed more 
closely by means of rocket­
launched earth satellites. 
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A new type of instrument 
called the cosmic pile has been 
inst::illed on top of the 11,300-
foot summit of the Jungfrau 
in the Swiss Alps. This instru­
ment is designed to record au­
tomatically the frequency of 
cosmic radiations that are be­
lieved to emanate from the sun. 

More and more technicians 
are becoming interested in cos­
mic rays because they may con­
stitute the principal hazard to 
the space traveler of the future. 
No one yet knows the exact 
intensity of these radiations 
and hence is the great unknown 
in our preparations for future 
space travel. 

A team of sci en tis ts from the 
University of Chicago, headed 
by Professors John A. Simpson 
and EnrJco Fermi, has been 
able to measure one such ra­
diation. This radiation emanat­
ed from a solar burst. Profes­
sor Simpson reported that this 
solar burst was able to release 
in twenty minutes the energy 
of a billion of the largest 
known hydrogen bombs. Studies 
like this have proved that some 
of the cosmic rays do come 
from the sun. They also prove 
that extensive, though weak, 
magnetic fields occupy the 
space between planets. 

THE SCIENTISTS at the Mas­
sachusetts Institute o f 

Technology, under the direction 
of Professor Bruno Rossi, and 
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at Cornell University, under 
the direction of Professor Ken­
neth Greisen, are studying, by 
means of new instruments scat­
tered over an area covering fif­
ty acres, what are known as air 
showers of cosmic rays. These 
air showers are millions of sec­
ondary cosmic rays produced 
when a single high energy pri­
mary cosmic ray starts a chain 
of nuclear explosions in the 
atmosphere. 

The most important result 
of the M.l.T. experiments so 
far is the proof of the exis­
tence of showers of several 
hundred million particles. This 
provides proof in turn that the 
primary particles that caused 
these showers must have ener­
gies greater than one billion 
billion electron volts. For com­
parison, it might be relevant 
to point out that the highest 
energy reached by man-made 
machines is ten billion electron 
volts, produced by Russian sci­
entists. 

The M.l.T. scientists have 
suggested that since there ex­
ist primary cosmic ray particles 
of energies greater than a bil­
lion billion electron volts, our 
previous ideas about the ori­
gin of cosmic rays need to be 
changed and possibly the con­
ditions of inter-planetary tra­
vel. 

Their conclusions are based 
upon the following reasoning: 
It was first suggested by Enri-
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co Fermi and it is now general­
ly accepted, that cosmic rays 
gain their enormous energies 
by being gradually accelerated 
as they travel through space. 
Calculations show that as long 
as the energy of a cosmic ray 
particle is sufficiently low, the 
magnetic fields that are known 
to exist in the galaxy oblige 
the particle to revolve in a tor­
tuous path so that its is pre­
vented from getting out of the 
galactic volume. 

At energies approaching a 
billion billion electron volts, 
however, the trajectory of the 

particle becomes practically 
straight, so that it is enabled to 
escape into intergalactic space. 
This means that no particles 
with energies greater than a 
billion billion volts could ap­
pear in the cosmic radiation if 
the particles could be accele­
rated only within the galactic 
volume, since they would es­
car-e the galaxy long before 
such energies are attained. 

It is expected that the find­
ings of the scientists of the 
International Geophysical Year 
will suggest the correct direc­
tion of investigation. 

TOOTH TRANSPLANTED 

THE successful transplant of a human tooth 
from one socket to another elsewhere in the 

mouth was reported recently by two dental scien­
tists. 

The researchers extracted a young girl's sprout­
ing wisdom tooth and fitted it into the empty 
socket of her missing first molar. 

The developing root attached itself readily to 
the new surroundings. Within eight months the 
socket was well filled with developing new bone 
and the tooth was firm. 

The case demonstrated, the researchers said, 
that it is possible in carefully selected cases to 
transplant an expendable tooth from one socket 
of a patient's mouth to take root and serve a 
vital function in another socket. 
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my love, t•me before you is not remembered 
and there is not even vagueness there 
nor darkness to speak of light nor shadows 
as here your voice is music casting shadows 
that my heart sees against you that is light. 
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'Panorama 'Peek 

The sea gets its way • • • the ceaseless pounding 
of waves wears boulders down to sand and one 
smashing breaker can change the entire aspect 
of tirings-
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rifoung Man 

By GREGORIO C. BRILLANTES 

EVERYONE IS smiling in the photograph: his father 
and mother, his sisters Lisa and Belen and his 
cousin Remy, and the rest of the girls in the 

row of chairs, and the young men seated on the floor: 
smiling into the present through the pale yellowish 
tone of years in the wide, high-ceilinged sala of the 
house of Tailac. Directly behind the group is a tall 
Christmas tree topped by a star. The picture is frame"d, 
on one side, by the profile of an upright piano, its 
keyboard uncovered, and by a board window, on the 
left, with horizontal grilles (he remembers the feel of 
loose flaked rust on his boy-fingers): beyond is the 
dark glimmer of a garden. He wonders now if the 
white stone angel is still there, brooding under the 
peaceful trees. 

His father sits hugely in his de hilo coat, his ex­
pression amused and tolerant (he was probably think­
ing: Ah these young people, they must have a party, 
complete with photographer), still strong and hale, 
with a doctor's solid reassuring voice, smiling at the 
Christmas Eve and a few more seasons safe from the 
gradual, evil blankness of mind that he himself, for 
all his skill, would not be able to cure nor charm 
away. His mother is wearing a flower-printed balinta­
wak dress, $.l small plump woman with a proud, alert 
face. The girls look into the camera (perhaps Mr. Pa­
laganas' battered tripod) with a kind of tense, bright 
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eagerness against the illuminat­
ing flash that accents their 
youngness, eighteen and nine­
t~en and twenty-one. The boys. 
sit on the floor in diverse atti­
tudes, his brother Pepe leaning 
back toward Hie girls in mock­
mischief, his uncle Carlos grin­
ning stiffly, one among them 
with a fat, surprised stare, ano­
ther half-sprawled and seem­
ingly asleep and dreaming deli­
ciously: and the young man Ni­
ta in the middle of their disor­
derly row, deliberate and pois­
ed and obviously the tallest, his 
smile faint and solemn, neat 
in a white coat, gazing, it 
seems, into something that the 
rest could not be aware of or 
desire to understand. 

It is Nita who becomes the 
center of picture: he alone is 
in maximum view, hands and 
shoulders and legs revealed 
without infringement, as if by 
u.esign. His white suit gives an 
impression of individual clean­
ness: the other younger men 
in contrast appear vague and 
tangled and a trifle shabby. 
He holds, as it were, the other 
people together: his presence 
has inspired a spontaneous uni­
ty: it is as- if he, as much as 
Christmastime, were the occa­
sion of the picture. Nito alone 
in the party seems to desire 
one's total attention to speak 
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something vital and serious, a 
knowledge that he has learned 
with some pain. 

BECAUSE he was only a boy 
of ten, he must have been 

upstairs when the picture was 
t~ken! a late hour certainly, 
hstcnmg on the margin of sleep 
to the musk and the talk and 
the laughter. From the stairs, 
he had watched the dancing 
through the banisters: the girls 
and the young men waltzing 
and tangoing tirelessly to the 
Victrola and shuffling through 
fast numbers with expressive 
little cries when Nito played 
the piano. Looking down on 
the sala, the couples whirling 
against the tile gleam of the 
floor, he soon grew tired and 
sleepy and went to bed, hope­
ful that in the morning, he 
would find the bicycle under 
the Christmas tree, his father's 
gift: years earlier, he had ceas­
ed to believe in Santa Claus 
not without an emptiness, a·~ 
he would lose faith in the ine­
vitable successive myths: but 
that would be a long time yet, 
and he was only a boy sleep­
ing after a whole day's play: 
he woke up once and heard 
them singing Joy to the World, 
their chorus sounding near and 
farnway through the dark and 
the warmth and the blankets 
of sleep. He was safe in his 
father's house: with a child's 
pure, transcendent vision, he 
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sensed the December skies 
above the town, the enormous 
clusters of stars burning coldly, 
their light falling like the soft­
est oowder of snow, he imagin­
ed, ·like the whiteness in the 
cards his sisters sent to their 
friends, falling in silence on 
the roof arid the water-tank 
and the trees, raining down 
upon the town through the vast 
Christmas night while he lay 
warmly in the dark and listened 
to the singing and the year 
moving closer to its end. 

A WAR AND a time of man-
hood later, he discover::. 

the picture in his sister's home: 
he has come to spend Christ­
mas week with Lisa and Ber­
ting and the children. After the 
first pleasurable recognition, 
he finds himself wondering at 
Nito's grave quietness in the 
photograph: he remembers him 
as an unusually jocular fellow, 
laughing easily, his eyes twinkl­
ing and warm and gay, and he 
walked about with a certain 
slight swagger, as though he 
had not a care in the world. 
The solemn smile, the painea, 
brooding gaze might have been 
parts of Nito's act, the humor­
ist striking a wry pose for the 
photographer: but h1:; woula 
have looked more natural, he 
decides with sudden fondness, 
if the young man had leaned 
back teasingly toward the girls, 
like Pepe, and pretended to 
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pinch their legs. Or perhaps, 
in that recorded moment, when 
there had been a lull in the 
dancing, had Nito felt a premo­
nition of some dark fate ... He 
dismisses the fancy in a rush of 
loyalty to the young man, re­
calling the party in his father's 
house, the dancing and the 
laughter, and Nito bent exag­
geratedly over the piano-keys, 
his shoulders bobbing to the 
bright swinging beat of mu­
sic that he alone could make. 

Ni to was his brother's friend: 
they were classmates in law 
school: Pepe would come home 
with him on Sundays, and they 
would take the first trip back 
to the city early the next morn­
ing. He came from someplace 
in the South: at first, every­
body had thought his accent 
atrociously funny, but he spoke 
with a kind of vigor, an auda­
city that cancelled his possible 
shortcoming, and he had a 
warm teasing brand of humor. 
His father and mother liked 
Nito the first time Pepe 
brought him home that year: 
there was that quality about 
him, a positive innocence that 
no malice could ever soil: he 
was the sort who would not pay 
much attention to any form of 
despair. 

Pepe called him Gus, but to 
the rest of the family, he be­
came Nito, for Agustin and the 

-me's diminutive term of af­
fection. He was a young man 
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with many enthusiasms: he 
played jazz and slow ballads, 
he was an amateur magician, 
a good dancer, a passable me­
cha!1ic: he made the old Dodge 
run again when it got stuck 
in the driveway. 

On those week-ends he came 
home with Pepe, and during 
that Christmas he spent with 
the family, and the two weeks 
of the following summer, he 
transformed the house into a 
brighter place: conversation at 
table snap.ped out of its dull­
ness: everyday affairs took on 
a brisk energy: in the after­
noons and evenings, th e re 
seemed always to be a party in 
the living room, even when it 
was only Lisa or Belen or Mr. 
Macapinlac's daughters from 
next door prevailing upon the 
guest to play the piano some 
more. 

HE REMEMBERS one such eve-
ning, Lisa's birthday in 

the last week of the young 
man's stay in the summer. Ni­
to stood in the sala, tall among 
the girls, laughing his easy 
laugh under the mellow globes 
of light: he was talking in hi!> 
rapid characteristic way, nod­
ding his head for emphasis, cer­
tain of himself, at ease: he 
would find his destiny, joy and 
comfort and success in life, im 
mune from anguish and defeat. 
His humor was not trivial: it 
was the complement of his op-
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timism: the future held only 
the best of the brightest things. 
The girls, perhaps sensing this, 
were drawn to him as to an 
imperishable dream: they were 
secure in his company. He danc­
ed with all the girls but concen­
trated on Lisa later in the eve­
ning, the barely perceptible 
swagger in his movements, 
bending low to whisper in Li­
sa's ear, the tall laughing young 
man· who would never be de­
featt-d: while he, the small 
young brother, watched them 
with the unspoken encourage­
ment of an accomplice. 

But on the night before Nito 
left that summer, conversation 
was subdued, almost hushed, 
even h i s father's booming 
laugh had a hollow ring in it, 
somehow. Nito's departure, an­
nounced with his usual banter­
ing comedy( Tomorrow, you'll 
finally get rid of me and have 
some quiet around the house), 
broke the spell he had woven 
with his presence: the family 
felt the threat of a loneliness. 
Because there was a moon, they 
went for a walk across town, 
he and Nito and" Pepe and his 
sisters an d Remy, strolling 
about in the plaza for the sake 
of being out in the high wan 
ing moonlight. Nito still teased 
the girls and tried a couple of 
his fantastic jokes, but he re­
ceived little response: when 
they sat on the steps of the 
kiosko, no-one had much to say. 
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Wind passed over the trees and 
the church and the high school 
washed pale in the moonlight: 
abruptly it was late in the 
night, and going back through 
the town (the main street clean 
and em p t y and plunging 
straight infinitely beyond in 
the shadowed silverlight) there 
was nothing else to say. The 
girls walked bunched lazily to­
gether, as if for the warmth 
of a secret, while he and Nito 
and Pepe followed behind, their 
steps whispering loud in the 
quiet hour. The last he saw of 
Nito, the young man was in 
the sala with Lisa and Pepe 
(before· the grilled window of 
the photograph) : the three sim­
ply stood there, without speak­
ing, facing the garden and the 
statue of the angel and the 
trees in the April night. 

He woke up late in the morn­
ing: Ni to was gone, the day 
empty and long and silent with 
his absence. The rains came, 
and he was in the sixth grade: 
Pepe. went back to his classes 
in the city, and wrote home 
that Nito had not enrolled. The 
war began and although it did 
not strike the town, its pain 
and loss invaded their lives: 
Pepe did not return (He was 
free not to go, his mother said, 
dazed and murmuring and old 
suddenly): when the soldiers 
were released from Capas, his 
father volunteered the base­
ment for a relocation center: 
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the haunted men waited be· 
neath the trees, sullen and 
wordless as exiles in a strange 
country. 

0 NE AFTERNOON in the city, 
riding a bus through Qui­

apo, he thought he saw Nito 
in the pedestrian-crowd: but 
the hurrying figure turned out 
only to be a boy with a crew­
cu t &nd not very tall. Prompted 
by an impulse he could not 
have explained, he asked class­
mates from the South if they 
had ever know Ni to: they had 
not met him, nor heard of the 
name. In a night club once, ce­
lebrating the New Year with 
friends, he seemed to have 
heard Nito's chuckling laugh, 
the unabashed rapid accent of 
his voice: but the lights were 
dim and the faces blurred and 
the memory swiftly discarded 
in the moment's drunken bois­
terous happiness. 

With leisure and attention 
now, he wonders whatever has 
happened to the young man Ni­
to, why he had never written 
nor visited again. Perhaps, like 
Pepe., Nito had died in the war. 
Or he had survived the univer· 
sal ruin, treating it as a ridi­
culous fantasy, to be dismissed 
with the flick of a wrist: the 
attitude, the rememberer has­
tens to assure himself, is not 
improbable. Perhaps, Nito had 
married since then: he is some­
where here in the city, laugh-
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ing his easy laugh and teasing 
a wife as joyful and irrepressi­
ble, and joking with his chil­
dren, and going through life 
with that slight swagger and 
drawing to himself, like a ma­
gician, all the good things, the 
bright and shining things. 

He looks once more at the 
young man in the photograph, 
the tragic solemnity so out of 
context with the warm, mov 
ing image that he has treasur­
ed: he refuses to accept the 
fact of Nito's death. The faces 
smile at him through the mist 
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of yellowness that is perhaps 
the color of far lost time: the 
faces of the dead, and the liv· 
ing: smiling at him on a Christ­
mas Eve in Tarlac, in the year 
of Nito and Pepe and the danc­
ing and the bicycle shining it~ 
blue chronium miracle under 
the Christmas tree. Nito pre­
side~ in the center of the group, 
wanting to tell him something. 

L ISA COMES into the room 
and he closes the picture­

album: to release a tension, he 
sits back and lights a cigarette. 
His sister leans out the window. 
peering in to the evening street 
below, and calls out her young­
est boy's name: she gives up 
after the third try, and settles 
down on the sofa beside him. 
The heat of the kitchen glis­
tens on her face: he feels her 
sag against the cushions with 
a L)Ud sigh. 

"Want me to go look for 
him?" 

"Oh he'll tire soon enough 
and come home. Give mP. a ci­
garette." 

He lights one for her, noting 
the globules of sweat on her 
nose, the loose band of hair 
pasted on her brow. She smokes 
furiously, e x h a l i n g thick 
streams of smoke toward the 
low ceiling. She squashes the 
half-finished cigarette on tht 
ashtry and muttering some­
thing about the maid, drags 
herself back to the kitchen, her 
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slippers flapping across the 
floor: he watches the broad 
bulk of her back, the rounded 
arms disappear behind the cur­
tains. 

She comes back after the in­
terval of another cigarette, 
passing a comb in her hair: her 
oval face is oily and unfQcused, 
long unexposed to wind and 
sun. She returns to her place 
on the sofa, reaches out for 
the radio and catches the last 
bars of a Christmas carol: she 
shuts it off in the middle of 
the succeeding commercial and 
resumes combing h e r hair, 
knotting it tight in a bun. 

"What's taking th em so 
long?" 

"A traffic jam, I suppose," 
he answers. "You know how 1t 
is this time of year." 

"He shouldn't have brought 
the girls. All that dust and hur­
ry downtown." 

Her son bounces up from the 
stairs, a thin, sprightly boy with 
large feverish eyes, duckling 
into the bedroo·m before his 
mother could begin to scold 
him. She gestures a weary cir­
cle with the comb: ''I'd rather 
have half--a-dozen girls any­
time. Boys-it's different with 
boy::;. They are so-I don't 
know-impossible." 

"Have you heard from Be­
len?" 

"No. Why?" 
"I was just thinking ... If we 

got together one Christmas ... " 
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"She has her family." 
"Wouldn't it be just fine ... 

It's been a long time, L~a-" 
"If we had the old place in 

the province ... " 
·'I've just been looking over 

the pictures." 
"Pictures?" 
"There, in that album." 
"Those are very old ones." 
"Lisa, you· remember Nito?" 
"Ni to?" Her face remains 

dull, unfocused. "Who's Nito-?" 
"The tall fellow." He feels 

suddenly in the room, like an 
accusation against them both, 
all the years that she has not 
he1trd the name. "Pepe's friend 
-the guy who used to-" 

"Oh ... Nito ... " and for the 
flicker of a moment, a light 
seems to shine over the tired 
indifferent eyes. "But that was 
so long ago ... " 

"That Christmas Eve he 
spent with us ... " He grows 
conscious of his homelessness: 
he thinks of his rented room 
above a roaring asphalt street, 
the nights sad with various 
types of dying. What have I 
done with my life? (The boy 
watching the dancing through 
the banisters.) "There was a 
party-in the sala-" 

"Yes?" absently, while she 
tries to relate this evening to 
the night of her young laughing 
slender girlness, a thirtyish wo­
man wbo is not used to "Was 
there a dance?" 
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"He was quite a fellow, Ni­
to." 

But Berting and her daugh­
ters are coming up the apart­
ment stairs, and she rise~ 
abruptly as her husband strug. 
gles into the room with a pine 
tree, the girls talking all at 
once. 

"Here, Papa, we must put 1t 
here, near the window." 

"No, it'll look better her, un­
der the mirror, Papa." 

Berting pauses in the mid 
die of the room, the pine branch 
held in both hands, as if he does 
not know what to do with it: 
finally he drops it on the table, 
dabbing at his sweat with a 
balled handkerchief. "I hate 
riding on those crowded bus­
ses,'' Berting informs him. "We 
wasted a whole hour in a traf­
fic-jam." 

"I told you to buy it last 
week," says Lisa. 

"Where will we put the tree, 
Mama, where?" 

"There, by the window ot 
course." 

"Mama, I saw the prettiest 
doll in a store downtown. You'll 
get it for me, please, please, 
Mama?" 

H ER LITTLE boy has joined 
them in the room, and he 

is tugging at Lisa's arm. "And 
a pistol for me, huh, Mama?" 

His sister keeps nodding but 
she is not listening: she is 
frowning at the sparse luster-
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less needles. With a resigned 
shrug, she plants the tree in 
the draped kerosene can she has 
prepared earlier in the day: it 
looks shorter and wilted, now 
that it is vertical. 

The children bring out a box 
of ornaments, and with little 
piping shouts of energy and 
delight, proceed to load the tree 
with tinsel ribbons and card­
board bells and tir.foil stars. 
Lisa stands back without com 
ment, like a stern, loveless 
teacher waiting to point out the 
first mistake: his brother-in­
law lingers in the doorway to 
the bedroom, blinking expec­
tantiy. It is Nena, the eldest 
(she looks most like Lisa when 
a young girl), who directs the 
job: she is bright-eyed and ea­
ger and graceful as she flits 



about the tree: "Give mt: the 
big star, we'll put it on top, 
there, ayan, how beautiful!" 

He smiles encouragingly at 
the child Nena, standing on a 
chair and fastening the topmost 
star with such a glowing of joy 
and certitude, urging her on 
in his heart (so young, so un­
mindful of the years of time), 
remembering Lisa and Belen in 
anothei: December, the girls 
and the young men dancing in 
the high wide gleaming sala 
in Tarlac, and Nita, tall and 
laughing and unconquerable, 
playing his fast uncaring mu· 
sic, going forth to his destiny 

with his casual swaggering 
stride, the lost dead young man 
whom everyone had loved, Pe­
pe's best friend, solemn and 
brooding forever (the dark 
Word in his eyes), in the pho­
tograph taken on the Christ­
mas Eve he was ten and a boy 
safe in his father's house, lis­
tening to the voices downstairs 
singing near an d distantly 
along the warm, familiar boun­
dary of sleep, while he dreamed 
only of the morning's surprise 
and the starlight like a silent 
rain of whiteness fa 11 in g 
through the night of Christ's 
birth over the town. 

* * * 
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SOUNDTRACK ON FILM 

A NEW British development which enables came-
ramen to record directly onto film while shoot­

i~ is in progress, has made its debut before producers 
and technicians in Britain. It is a midget recordi~ 
unit which has been designed for use with magnetic 
striped film and a cinecamera. 

Compactness has been achieved by using transis­
tors and small batteries in a case the size of a cigar 
box. I'he whole unit weighs only three pounds and 
the operator wears it strapped round his waist while 
<ihooting. It offers considerable saving of time end 
money over other methods of sound recording. The 
model has provision for recording from two micro­
phones with separate controls. The recording charac­
teristic can be modified for speech or music. 



{I'll 1alze 
Hunfoi9 

From mouse deer to crocodiles 

By ROMY V. DIAZ 

7HE HUNTING grounds in 
the Philippines offer a 
large variety of game 

birds and animals. Their sizes 
range from the tiny quail to 
the great monkey-eating eagle, 
from the dim unitive mouse deer 
to the bulky wild water buf­
falo. 

The most popular game bird 
is the snipe. This is a migra­
tory bird that periodically vi­
sits the country to escape the 
nippy weather of Siberia and 
other ice-bound regions. The 
favorite habitat of snipes in 
the Philippines are the swamps 
or the marshes. They descend 
on the country in huge flocks 
and toward the middle of Sep­
tember every watery place in 
the country is crowded with 
the long-legged birds. 
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There are three kinds of 
snipes. The first two are of 
the jack snipe variety. They 
are both migratory. Their local 
name is kanduro. The open sea­
son for the kanduro is from 
the first of September to the 
last day of February. The daily 
bag limit is 50 birds. The third 
kind is the pacubo, a local va­
riety. The season for the resi­
dent type is from January 1 
to the last day of June every 
fifth year. The bag limit is 5 
bird~ a day. 

The next most popular game 
bird is the duck. Except for 
three species, all .the game 
ducks that we have are migra­
tory. The list of migratory 
ducks includes mallards, pin­
tails, teals and spoonbills. The 
favorite haunts of these birds 
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during their periodic visits are 
lakes, slow-moving rivers, 
marshes and secluded fish­
ponds. 

Pigeons come next. Our for­
ests shelter 50 species and ex­
cept for the barres ground 
dove, they are all classified as 
game birds. The hunting sea­
son for pigeons and doves be­
gins in August and ends around 
the middle of January. The 
most hunted of the pigeons is 
the balud, a fruit eating type 
that is almost as big as an av­
erage chicken. 

Other game birds are the la­
buyo, partridges and quails. 
The labuyo is a wild chicken 
which is usually found in grass­
lands and the edge of the for­
ests. The partridge is not a lo­
cal bird. It was introduced here 
by a group of American sports­
men. The first group of part­
ridges was released in the Fort 
McKinley vicinity but they have 
multiplied so fast that they are 
now common in Laguna, Cavi­
te, Batangas, Rizal and Bula­
can. 
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To hunt partridges, the hunt­
er needs a trained pointer. The 
dog flushes the birds out and 
the hunter shoots them on the 
wing. The partridge is demand­
ing on the hunter. It is fast 
on the wing and requires a 
good shooting eye. The quail 
is not very popular because of 
its size. Most hunters feel that 
good ammunition is wasted on 
these tiny birds. 

The game birds that inhabit 
the brackish marshes and the 
tide flats are the sandpipers, 
godwits and plovers. Of this 
group the Pacific golden plo­
ver is the most popular. Its 
local name is matang baca. 

pRoBABLY, the most exotic 
game bird is the peacock 

pheasant. This beautiful bird 
is found only in Palawan. The 
peaccck pheasant season is 
open only during June of every 
fifth year. The bag limit is 12 
birds. This bird is usually trap­
ed instead of shot because it 
makes a very beautiful decora­
tive pet and is always in high 
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demand among zoo owners. 
The biggest game animal in 

the Philippines is the wild cara­
bao. This animal is usually mis­
taken for the tamaraw. The ta­
maraw is smaller and its horns 
are differently shaped. The wild 
carabao is completely unlike its 
domestic counterpart. The wild 
carabao is a ferocious beast 
t:iat will attack to kill when 
provoked. To hunt this beast, 
f1e hunter needs a jeep or a 
small truck. A wild carabao 
weighs close to a ton. The open 
season on wild carabaos is from 
January to the middle of May 
each year. The limit is one male 
per season. 

The most highly prized game 
animal is the deer. The deer is 
quite common in Philippine 
forests. It is numerous in Min­
danao, Mindoro and Palawan. 
The Sierra Madre is fair hunt­
ing ground for deer. Two bucks 
each month of the open season 
is the bag limit. The open sea­
son is from January to the mid­
dle of May. 

The mouse deer of Palawan 
is hunted more for the curiosi­
ty than for the thrill of the 
chase. However, the govern­
ment has restricted the slaugt­
ter of this animal and may be 
hunted only during the month 
of January every fifth year. 
The bag limit is only one male. 

The most dangerous of the 
game animals is the crocodile. 
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Crocodiles abound in most of 
the islands. I ts favorite habi­
tat are lakes and slow-moving 
rivers. This animal is hunted 
both for the pleasure and the 
value of its hide. There is no 
limit for crocodiles and they 
may be hunted any time of the 
year. Crocodiles are particular­
ly numerous in the tributaries 
of the Cagayan river and Lake 
Naujan in Mindoro. 

HUNTING has become a fav-
orite sport of many Fili­

pinos. It received its greatest 
impetus immediately after the 
second world war when fire­
arms and ammunition were 
very common. With the restric­
tions on ammunition and guns, 
the hunters were forced to use 
only .22 calibre rifles. The rea­
son is more economic than any­
thing else. The cartridges of a 
.22 and even the rifle itself cost 
very much less than a large 
bore gun. 

It has been noted by foreign­
ers and forest rangers that the 
Filipino bunter is more of a 
butcher than a sportsman. For 
one thing, the Filipino hunter 
as a rule seldom respects the 
hunting seasons. For another, 
he makes no distinction be­
tween the male or the female 
of the species he is hunting. 
The result of this lack of disci­
pline is the sorry depletion of 
our game stock. The govern-
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ment cannot afford to hire 
more forest rangers to enforce 
the hunting regulations. 

ble. Only the wise use of our 
game stock would preserve not 
only for this generation but 
for the succeeding, the fine 
sport of hunting. 

The hunters therefore are 
enjoined to be more responsi-
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* * * 

TO SAVE THE MUSK OX 

O NE OF the world's rarest animals, the musk ox, 
is reported to be in danger of extinction in its 

chief home, Northeast Greenland. 
According to a report from Danmarkshavn in 

Greenland, many of the animals, which look some­
thing like a cross between a small ox and a sheep, 
have been found dead of hunger. Their numbers have 
been declining steadily in re,;ent years. 

The cause of the animal's plight is believed to be 
the milder climate. In recent years warm winds after 
the first snows followed by cold weather have caused 
the snow to melt and then be replaced by ice. Musk 
oxen as a result have been unable to scratch down 
to the vegetation below on which they live. 

Another fact causing alarm is that no calves un­
der one year old have been observed this year in the 
Danmarkshavn area. A sam.ple count on one district 
revealed twenty-six bull musk oxen to one cow. 

The number of musk oxen in Northeast Green­
land is not known, but it is the only area left in the 
world where they are relatively plentiful. They also 
exist in a few places in the Canadian Arctic. 

Greenland authorities are considering imposing 
new hunting restrictions to prevent them from becom­
ing extinct. At present hunters are allowed to kill a 
maximum of six each year and this may be reduced 
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Part I 

7HE ATTEMPT of a few critics to dismiss Band of Angels 
as a preconceived Hollywood bedroom farce is confuted 
by the actual movie's failure even to approximate the 

novel's themes or to suggest the ir.ner contortion of its char­
acters. What the novel provides, for the first time in the War­
ren effort, is a complete context of credibility, those elements 
in which the corkscrew motions of the soul can be described 
without exaggeration as progre~s - world enough and time: 
duration -what Perse Munn, Jerry Calhoun, Jack Burden and 
Jerry Beaumont were all too young to have in sufficiency. 
Band of Angels gains by being narrated from the point of 
view of Manty matured and capable oi respecting the anguish 
of her recollected earlier self. She demands pity or justice 
no longer; but- like Willie Stark in His Rise and Fall and 
Jerry Beaumont- an understanding that surpasseth peace. 

It is herself she has been fleeing. Simply by running no 
more, not because exhausted but because disabused, she stifles 
the two cries which have shadowed her pasasge: "Oh, who am 
I?"; "If only I could be free . . ." Refusing to accept the 
absolute denial of self imposed by slavery, she retreats in 
fever to the other extreme, absolute selfishness, careless of 
even those who tried to love her: her father, and Hamish 
Bond. These she rejects after hav!ng used her sex and youth 
to incite their pity. They are her dolls, to whom she gives 
endearments like sweets but secretly clings, needing to be 
needed. They are her victims, along with Rau-Ru and Tobias: 

Robert Penn Warren, iJand of Angels (Random House. N.Y.; 1955). 
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but she is theirs, too, for thinking to find herself in them. 
for expecting to make their strengths hers. 

The characterization is one of Warren's subtlest and tru­
est, though at first glance most puzzling. Manty is so frail 
and disordered a young woman, so easily denied person and 
reduced to body by those routines of subjection, passion and 
bondage, that she seems to fade in the vicinity of masculine 
color and mass. Yet this is precisely her most powerful ad­
vantage, the trap that literally kills Hamish Bond and Rau-Ru. 
No one really can be brutal to her. Manty's suffering is psycho­
logical, and largely self-inflicted. 

SHE HERSELF is aware, occasio~ally, of her hold on Bond. 
When he offers to shoot Charles in a duel for having 

insulted her, her pride is caressed. In violent need, Bond him­
self earlier has already raped Manty, as if struggling tlJ re­
possess his former innocence by violating hers; or in a manner 
of mutual branding, so that she will never be able to leave 
him again, nor he ever successfully desert her. 

Manty welcomes the rape of Bond (the morning sight of 
his scarred leg turns her terror to tenderness) and seeks out 
the cuffs of Rau-Ru as a kind of recognition, decoration,_ 
from fellow sufferers, to satisfy her own need to be pitiful; 
and to invest herself with the power of forgiveness. This 
fault in her, however, defeats itself, almost in mock con­
firmation of Seth Parton's latter-day edict (years after dispas­
sionately testing his passion by not lusting after her, on the 
scene of a local seduction) that "only in vileness may man 
begin to seek." . 

Her very exaggeration of her role as victim finally place.;; 
her in a position where she has to believe that misfortune 
has rnndpapered her down to less than nothing or that her 
deepest wounds are of her own making. Rather than deny her· 
self identity, she accepts the burden that goes with it and 
achieves that precarious poise suspended somewhere betweeri 
solitary confinement and the status of mere chattel: the ab­
solute self and statism (man as statistic). 

Such transformation would seem extreme, had Manty not 
been equipped with that weakness of strength which passed 
as love for the doll Bu-Bula, made her feel an accessory to 
the selling of Shaddy the slave, constructed an image of re­
stored life from a horse's golden apples, helped her to reas-
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sure Dollie when the servant felt unloved and to kiss a Negro 
child who had approached her, let her sustain Tobias when he 
felt like a pebble in an avalanche and forgive his own nobil­
ity turned selfishness. 

All these prepare for her final quiet and knowledgeable 
embrace of life. Such rehearsals of grace, intuitive yearn­
ings not however without some inner comprehension, preserve 
Manty from petrifaction through over-self-concern, at its stark­
est when a son is born to her in Kansas and dies almost un­
observed. At ti!Jles she is even so scrupulous as to feel bur­
dened with not only all past choices but those not chosen 
as well. 

Furthermore, although she cannot find herself in others, 
she discovers in their common pattern of illusions why she 
cannot. Bond, despite repeated references to people's being 
only what they are and demanding that men face facts, has 
as much an assumed identity as Manty. In a story as per­
fectly within the story as a cavity is in a tooth, he is re­
vealed as Alec Hinks, ex-slave trader, driven to his inhumane 
business by the anonymity of his weakling father and by a 
desire to reduce to an absurdity his mother's false memory 
of slave servants. Thus he has made her lie come true, in a 
shocking, not respectable way. 

In turn, he is rejected by his own "son," Rau-Ru, his 
k'la and secret self, in an attempted denial of that relation. 
Rau-Ru puts the noose around Bond's neck, although he is 
not sure that he would actually have killed Bond had the 
latter not jumped to make sure. 

By that time Ruu-Ru has an assumed identity of_ his 
own: Oliver Cromwell Jones, puritan and protector, zealot 
of his own interpretation of the law. However, cruelty does 
not fit him well. He saves Manty from the bushwhackers, 
his motives now obscure even to himself. And it is such fe­
vers of kindness which distinguish Rau-Ru, Bond, and even 
Tobias from the more permanent and demoniac hypocritical 
disguises of Charles, Seth Parton, and Miss Idell. 

(9 APTIVE TO his own slave-running days, Bond once excused 
himself with the words: "I didn't make this world and 

make 'em drink blood, I didn't make myself and I can't help 
what I am doing." It is Maule's curse, from The House of the 
Seven Gables, that is summoned by this talk of drinking blood 
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and the relevance of Hawthorne's novel, in which each mem­
ber in a family line brings death on himself not through the 
malignancy of some predestining agency but through his own 
greed, his own re-commission of an original sin, is as clear 
as the epigraph from Housman: "When shall I be dead and 
rid/ Of the wrong my father did?" Man inherits the condi­
tions of evil, yet "is capable of choosing otherwise. 

Without choice there is no identity; talk of human help­
lessness is self-pity in the extreme - which Bond will not al­
low himself. And so the example is set Manty, who resents 
Charles' speaking of Bond as "pauvre vieux." In exchange, 
Bond and Rau-Ru sense in Manty's fragile trust the limits 
of their own willingness to end pretense. Each becomes at 
first the accomplice of, then the catalyst for the others. 
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* * * 

How It Started 

TO BLOW OFF STEAM 

Early locomotives had no safety valves, so at 
intervals the engineer had to pull a hand lever and 
blow off steam to prevent an explosion. Observers 
compared such a spectacle with a grand dis:play of 
temper. 

TO LET YOUR HAIR DOWN 

During the "Golden Age" of France, noble wo­
men dressed their tresses in elaborate fashion. Only 
in the privacy of her room did any beauty relax to 
the extent of letting her hair down. Hence, any per­
wn of either sex who relaxes is said to let his or her 
hair down. 
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Literary Personality - XXXVll 

Lord Dunsany: Bearded Baron 

T HE plays and stories of Lord Dunsany, Irish poet, novel­
ist and dramatist wl!o with a quill pen on parchment 
dealt almost exclusively with what he called "the mys­

terious kingdoms, where geography ends and fairyland be­
gins." They enjoyed considerable vogue immediately after 
World War I. 

Dunsany plays produced in New York in 1919 received 
critical acclaim. These included "King Argimenes," "The Gods 
of the Mountain," "The Laughter of the Gods" and "The 
Golden Doom". These works sometimes dealt with frivolous 
persons who denied the existence of gods and were spectacu­
larly done in by these supposed non-existent deities. In "The 
Gods of the Mountain" the thunderous tramp of the venge­
fully approaching gods rocked the theatre. "The Glittering 
Gate" was about two dead burglars who jimmied the gates 
of heaven. 

His plays were genuine flesh-creepers; horrors from an 
ancient land that never really was. 

When he first tried his hands at his fey and legend-soaked 
plays and tales, Lord Dunsany was a career army officer. 
He estimated that during his period 95 per cent of his time 
was spent soldiering. The critic Ernest Boyd called the Irish 
peer "a fox-hunting man ... with a literary talent and a sen­
sitive imagination ... the juxtaposition of two people in one, 
the man of imagination and the fashionable sportsman." 

Edward John Moreton Drax Plunkett, eighteenth Baron 
of Dunsany, was born on July 24, 1878. His family home was 
Dunsany Castle, built in 1180, at Dunsany in CJ'tmty Meath. 
A towering athlete (6 ft. 4 in.) Lord Dunsany fought in the 
Boer War and in the World War I. Of his experience he said: 
"Our trenches were only six feet deep; I shall never fear pub­
licity again." 
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HE HAD SEEN much fighting in the Boer War, which he had 
participated in after attending Eton. He was an officer 

in the Goldstream Guards and later served in the Royal Innis­
killing Fusilliers. In the early days of the first World War, 
he was critically wounded. 

A number of his literary successes were written during 
this period. He became one of the "discoveries" of the Ab­
bey Theatre in Dublin, where his one-act plays such as "The 
Lost Silk Hat" attracted much attention. 

Caring little for life in the literary circles of London 
and Dublin and, since he could afford it, Lord Dunsany spent 
much of his time hunting, playing cricket and engaging in 
the activities usual to the country gentry in Ireland. 

He tried his hand at journalism and it was once said of 
him that he was writing a poem a day for two or three Lon­
don newspapers. He wrote rapidly, knew exactly what he want­
ed to say and he never revised what he had written. 

Lord Dunsany had a wide following in the United States, 
where he had lectured frequently. He said in recent years 
his work were more widely read in the United States than 
in his own country. 

He continued to write almost until his death. His most 
outstanding works are considered to be "The Travel Tales 
of Mr. Joseph J or kens" and the play "If". He was the author 
of more than fifty volumes of verse, plays and fiction. To 
Lord Dunsany, goateed gibe-jabber, much of modern verse 
was talk that "nonsense is truth, truth nonsense". 
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:;: * * 

Too Much Play 

"I think," said the physician to a prostrated 
tycoon, "you'd bertter stop playing golf - and spend 
more time at the ofiice.n 

* 
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Sea travelers plying 

between Manila and the 
V isayas have no doubt 
seen in their frequent 
trips three ship-like is­
lets oll the island pro­
vince o I Marinduque. 
They are known as the 
Three King's Islands and 
are named Baltazar, 
Melchor and Gaspar in 
the order of their size, 
the first being the largest. 
A beautiful legend has 
been woven around the 
011g1n ol these three 
small islands. 

7 HERE WAS once a queen­
enchan tress who lived in 
a kingdom of Marinduque. 

Her name was Maria Malindig 
and her beauty was known far 
and wide. 

Maria Malindig was a wicked 
ruler; as wicked as she was 
beautiful. She hated all men 

and put to death all the beauti-
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ful women of her little king­
dom. She was wicked because 
no man. mortal or immortal, 
had eve,r fallen in love with 
her--and she was already past 
the springtime of life. 

One day a furious storm 
arose. Strong winds and a 
foaming sea lashed at the is­
land kingdom of Maria Malin­
dig and shook the foundations 
of her palace. Some thought 
that the end of the world was 
at hand, but many believed that 
the storm was caused by the 
gods to punish their tyrannical 
queen. 

For three days the storm 
raged. On the fourth day, it 
ceased -so suddenly that the peo­
ple were surprised. The sun 
rose from the East in glorious 
splendor. The howling winds 
abated and the sea became so 
calm it looked like a big un­
ruffled carpet, blue as blue can 
be. 

But that was not the sight 
that attracted the attention of 
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the people. What struck them 
with awe and wonderment were 
three big- ships anchored in the 
bay, all a glitter in the morn­
ing sun. 

Curiosity drove the people to 
the beaches. Aye, they said, 
these are ships from some rich 
kingdom beyond the seas. Look 
at the beautiful flags and mul­
ti-colored buntings and stream­
ers! Aye, they are foreign ships, 
for sure. 

In the palace of Maria Malin­
dig, everybody was also excit­
ed. The queen-enchantress and 
her royal council wondered 
what the purpose of the foreign 
ships could be. Were they mere­
ly lost in the storm, or did they 
take advantage of it to effect 
an invasion? The royal coun­
cil d!d not want to take chances. 
As a measure they alerted the 
armed forces, doubled Her Ma­
jesty's guards, and fortified the 
moats surroundings the royal 
palace. 

7 HE CURIOSITY of the people 
was further aroused when 

they saw three boats-one from 
each ship- being rowed to­
ward the shore. On seeing this, 
Maria Malindig immediately 
dispatched secret agents to as­
certain the true mission of the 
visitors. But when the boats 
docked, what do you think the 
people saw? The passengers 
were three monarchs from some 
nameless kingdoms, dressed in 
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rich royal robes, complete with 
all the regalia befitting only 
the richest, if not the mightiest, 
of kings. On their heads rested 
crowns of gold studded with 
pearls and precious stones. Yes, 
there were slaves, too. They 
were darker than the kamagong 
images in the temple of Maria 
Malin dig. 

The eldest of the three mo­
narchs stood at the bow of his 
boat, surveyed the multitude 
before him and, with a voice as 
loud as a giant's, spoke: 

"We are the three mightiest 
kings of the mighty Empire of 
Mu." I am King Laki of Hilaga. 
On my right is King Man-nga 
of Katimugan, and on my left 
is King Pangikog of Silangan !" 
A wave of murmurs rose from 
the multitude. The king paused 
good-naturedly, then continu­
ed: 

"We followed the Sun in its 
westward course and crossed a 
hundred seas in search of a 
kingdom ruled by a queen 
whose beauty is extolled by sea­
farers in song and story. The 
storm has driven us to your 
beautiful shores and we knew 
this is the kingdom we seek. 
We have come in the hope that 
one of us might win the heart 
and hand of your queen, the 
heauteous Maria Malindig." 

When the people heard the 
king's words, they were over­
joyed. They cheered lustily and 
clapped their hands hard and 
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loud. For, deep down in their 
hearts they believed that mar­
riage alone could transform 
their despotic queen into a ben­
evolent ruler. And, no sooner 
had the applause ended than 
a minister of the queen appear­
ed, followed by a batallion of 
armed soldiers. T h e crowd 
stood aside to give way to the 
approaching official who, on 
reaching the water's edge, an­
nounced: 

"Her Majesty has heard, 0 
Kings, and she bids you wel­
come to her kingdom! We are 
come to escort you to Her Ma­
jesty's throne." 

Th e people cheered once 
morn as the three kings went 
ashore; followed by their slaves 
who bore on their shoulders 
precious gifts for Maria Malin-
dig. . 

The three kings were struck 
speechless by the ·ravishing 
beauty of Maria Malindig. It 
took King Laki a long time be­
fore he could state the nature 
of their visit. And when the 
queen-enchantress learned that 
they came to win her hand, her 
heart sang with silent happi­
ness. 

She asked questions and re­
flected on the answers given. 
Certain now that the intentions 
of the three royal visitors were 
honest and noble, she said: 1 
am convinced of the sincerity 
of your purpose and I am deep­
ly honored. A woman who rules 
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a kingdom needs a man to rule 
her heart. I therefore give my 
heart and hand to King Pangi­
kog." 

7 HE CHOICE was obvious, for 
King Pangikog was young 

and the handsomest man alive. 
But the kings jumped to their 
feet as one, apparently to pro­
test. King Laki spoke first. 

"Your Majesty," King Laki 
explained, "it is provided in the 
Imperial Edict of Emperor Na­
una, the founder and first em­
peror of the Mu Empire, that 
a Muan king marries only the 
woman he has won in a con­
test involving skill or prowess. 
We cannot violate that law." 

Maria Malindig was quick to 
answer. "In my kingdom," she 
said, "I make the law and my 
word is law." 

"Your Majesty," King Pangi­
kog said, "I am happy to know 
that I am your choice. I love 
you. Your Majesty. I love you 
with a love as pure as fire, but 
l cannot transgress the Imperi­
al Edict. A contest there must 
be, or I go back to my'kingdom 
alone and unwed." 

"What ridiculous customs 
you have!" Maria Malin dig re­
plied. "Powerful kings, bah! 
What power has a crowned 
head or sceptered hand resting 
on a bridled heart?" 

Aguments followed argu­
ments. In the end Maria Malin­
dig gave way. "Very well, 
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then," she said, "a contest it 
must be. The king that sails 
his ship the fastest wins my 
hand." 

On the day of the race, Ma­
ria Malindig's subjects, young 
and old, lined the beaches to 
witness the unusual contest 
that began at sunrise that day. 
Maria Malindig and the royal 
household watched from her 
tower. Every heart drummed 
with eagerness and all eyes 
were focused on the glimmer­
ing horizon where the ships of 
the three kings appeared like 
three flies perched on a clothes­
line. 

One hour passed by. Two 
hours. Three. Now the ships 
loomed, larger and the people 
were almost breathless with an­
ticipation. In another hour the 
ships loomed much larger and 
the people could see their 
prows white with foam, their 
sails bulging in the wind. 

Who's leading? the people 
wanted to know. But none of 
them could give a definite an­
swer. Only the queen and her 
court, who could see the pro­
gress of the race very well from 
the tower, knew. It was King 
Laki who was leading followed 
by King Man-nga. King Pangi­
kog-well, the queens ideal 
man was a poor third. To Her 
Majesty, this was an unexpect­
ed turn of events and it dis­
mayed her. Her heart sank in 
despair. She could not bear 
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the thought that she, the fairest 
queen west of Mu, would have 
for a husband such an old, ug­
ly monarch as King Laki. As 
she brooded over her fate, an 
evil thought crossed her mind. 
Her eyes flashed with hate. 

fl LL OF A sudden, she left the 
tower window, hurried 

down the circular stair case 
and ran across t)1e Royal Hall 
to the Temple of the Gods. The 
ministers and members of the 
Royal Council followed her; 
half-eager, half-jubilant. All of 
them had one thing foremost 
in mind: the magic wand. Cer­
tainly, they said to themselves, 
Her Majesty would use it to 
turn Pangikog's defeat ~o vic­
tory. 

But the mm1sters we re 
wrong. The queen was so mad 
that she forgot all about the 
magic wand. As' soon as she 
reached the altar, she profaned 
the graven images there. "You 
are all worthless guardians of 
my fate!" she cried. "You are 
so unkind! All these years I 
have longed for the warmth of 
a man's love, but this very day 
you denied me that one solace 
for my longings by denying 
Pangikog the victory that must 
be his that I might be his own 
forever!" Then she got hold of 
a pole and smote all the sacred 
idols she could find. 

Maria Malindig's profanity 
aroused the wrath of the gods. 

PANORAMA 



No sooner had the last idol been 
knocked mercilessly down than 
the gods struck back with 
nameless fury. Horror of hor­
rors! The earth shook violently 
and a great wind arose from 
the sea. The sun turned black 
and the whole kingdom was 
shrouded with impenetrable 
darkness. The people ran pell­
mell, not knowing what the 
matter was and not knowing 
where to go. 

But the panic did not last 
long. In an hour, the fury of 
the elements subsided. The sun 
shone as brightly as ever and 
everything looked as though 
nothing had happened-every­
thing, except that, Maria Ma-

lindig's palace had disappeared 
and in its site, a mountain, tall 
and majestic, had arisen. Then, 
when they turned their eyes to 
the west, they saw no ships any­
more but three small islands. 

The people named the moun­
tain after their wicked queen 
and is so called to this day. 
The three islands were named 
after the three monarchs, Kali, 
Man-nga, and Pangikog (the 
natives still call them so), but 
when the Spaniards came, they 
were officially named after 
the three Biblical kings Balta­
zar, Melchor and Gaspar, who 
were sent out by King Herod 
in search of the Child who 
would be King of the Jews. 

* * * 

Dignified Spoonerism 

The austere President Charles W: Eliot was once 
credited with a deft spoonerism. Accompanied by 
Edward Everett Hale he was on his way to Harvard­
Yale football game, when a jovial faculty member 
caught up with them near the Lars Anderson bridge 
and asked: "Now where in the world would you be 
going this afternoon, Doctor?" 

President Eliot answered with his usual dignity: 
"To yell with Hale." 
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-Now hear this!---~---~---~---~--.... 
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GOBS ON MATERNITY DUTY 

CLEAN SWEEP fore and aft! Sails down! Time to refuel!" If you 
think you're aboard a Navy ship, take another look around. 

This seafaring lingo you hear is in the main nursery of the 
maternity ward at the U.S. Naval Hospital at Oak Knoll in the 
East Oakland hills. 

And barking out the orders-but gently-is a group of five 
strapping gobs, who feed, change \liapers and care for newborn 
infants. 

There's Corpsman Don Filliater, 18 of Fostoria, Ohio, who 
more than a year ago joined the Navy. 

"That was to see the world, mate," he said. 
Three months ago Don decided the world could wait and 

volunteered for duty at the nursery. "I get a kick out of babies," 
he said, as he expertly held and fed a three-day old infant. 

"It's good duty and a great experience." 
The tall, blond, 160-pound sailor agreed that some day he 

would make some girl a wonderful husband. "Meanwhile, excuse 
me," he said. "I've got to put some new sails on this chum." 

This particular "chum" was Michael John Maloney, three­
day-old son of Aviation Mechanic and Mrs. Clarence J. Maloney 
The father is currently on duty in Japan. Michael is also Baby 
No. 27,589 born at Oak Knoll since the hospital started its ob­
stetrics division in August, 1953. 

Oak Knoll this year ranked fourth in births among the twenty­
eight Naval hospitals in the U.S., with the production rate ailing 
alcng at a steady 200-plus a month. 

Roughly, according to hospital statisticians, the rate would 
average out to one baby born every two and one-half hours. "How­
ever, they're net spaced at those intervals," says Capt. Milton 
Kurzrok, physician who heads the hospital's pediatrics branch. 

"There are times when all the babies decide to be born at 
the same time," he said. For that reason a staff of nine doctors 
is on duty at the obstetrics ward with a full staff of nurses and 
trained corpsmen. 

Having a baby at Oak Knoll is inexpensive for the sailor or 
marine. The cost is $1.75 a day, which covers all expenses. The 
charge pays for delivery, nursery care and all meals £or mother 
and baby. 

As one new father, a marine PFC, put it: "How can you 
beat that?" 

Meanwhile, down at the delivery room. you can hear the 
voices: "One doll coming up" or "One chum coming up"--or 
sometimes "Hey, Mac, full speed ahead. This looks like sister 
ship!" 
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The Congress for Cultural Freedom is publishing an information series 
on Soviet culture in order to make available for general use documen­
tation on Soviet cultural bfe. Edited by Walter Z. Laqueur, the series 
provides factual information from Soviet sources about literature, arts, 
and sciences in the USSR and about Soviet attitudes toward the non­
Communist world. Such information is a prerequisite at a time when 
cultural contacts with the Soviet orbit are expanding. This article des-

cribes Soviet contemporary literature. 

JSoviet Writing Today 

THE PROCEEDINGS and reso­
lutions of the Soviet 
Writers' Congress in De-

cember 1954 were generally in­
terpreted at the time as sig­
nifying no basic change on the 
literary front. On the whole 
developments in the past fif­
teen months confirm this im­
pression: the great thaw herald­
ed by so many in the autumn 
of 1953 has not in fact occur­
red. Yet Soviet Ii tera tu re to­
day is not quite what it was 
under Stalin and Zhdanov. A 
certain ferment is recognisable, 
although it is more marked in 
the East European satellites 
than in the Soviet Union, and 
perhaps more pronounced in 
the domains of literary history 
and criticism than in creative 
writing properly so called.-

One of the principal e_yents 
of the December 1954 Writers' 
Congress was Sholokhov's un­
expected attack on the bureau­
crats of Soviet literature, and 
in particular on such a favou-
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rite of officialdom as Kon s -
tantin Simonov. 

At any rate Simonov, now 
mid to be working on the sec­
ond volume of his Comrades in 
Arms, was less in evidence dur­
ing 1955 than he had been in 
previous years, while his rival's 
public appearances have be­
come more numerous and more 
conspicuou-s. As in other coun­
tries, personal and clique rival­
ries play their part in the 
U.S.S.R., but even a personal 
feud can become the vehicle of 
genuine differences in opinion. 

There is no great novelty, 
either, in the statement that 
"our partiality (partiinost: li­
terally, part i-consciousness) 
differs in principle from that 
of bourgeois literature ... it re­
flects in typical artistic pat­
terns the objective causal rela­
tions inherent in the develop­
ment of reality." To balance 
this affirmation of orthodoxy, 
there is a cautious suggestion 
that "the categoric demand for 
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exaggeration (of the "positive" 
features of homo sovieticus) 
has done considerable harm to 
cur literature." 

This kind of exaggeration, 
the article goes on, has fre­
quently been defended in terms 
of something supposed to have 
been said by Maxim Gorky 
(Cf. Vol. 27, p. 255 of his col­
lected works in Russian), but 
this was due to a misunder­
standing. "The Soviet reader 
protests against such (unreal) 
heroes, against the retreat from 
living reality, from the life of 
real Soviet people." Yet it is 
likewise wrong to exaggerate 
the darker aspects of Soviet 
life, a tendency traceable in va­
rious novels and plays -listed 
by the article: the reader is 
bound to find them equally in­
credible, since such obnoxious 
people as are portrayed in these 
writings clearly could not flou­
rish in Soviet society without 
being found out and chastised. 

It would appear that what 
is demanded from the Soviet 
Author is an approach midway 
between the unreality of the 
iater Stalinist era and the reac­
tion from it in the immediate 
post-Stalin period, when writ­
as like Zarin and Virta laid 
undue stress upon "negative" 
features. In general, "the crea­
tion of the image of progres­
sive Soviet man, incarnating 
the outstanding characteristics 
and the moral traits of the mil-
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lions ... remains the most im­
portant problem in the work of 
our artists." 

T ms DEMAND for an accep-
table via media must be un­

derstood in the con text of So­
viet literary life as it has _un­
folded during the past few 
years. The two "extremes" cri­
ticised in official pronounce­
ments of this kind are not in 
fact on the same level, for 
whereas the, official cult of un­
reality before 1953 was all-per­
vading and had the full weigh 
of authority behind it, the cri­
tical "naturalism" of 1953/4 
was an extremely modest affair 
and in effect limited to a bare 
handful of writers. 

The editorial in Kommunist 
evidences some degree of dissa­
tisfaction with the state of So­
viet writing: "Despite consi­
derable achievements, Soviet 
i>rts and literature still lag be­
hind life; they do not satisfy 
the growing spiritual demands 
of our people." Other literary 
critics have recently tended to 
sound more hopeful. R. Messer, 
author of a work published in 
1955 on "the Soviet historical 
uovel," feels that in this genre 
at any rate Soviet writers have 
attained new standards of ex­
cellence and left their Western 
competitors far behind. 

This is due, it seems, to the 
fact that in Western writing "it 
is not the biography of irnpor-
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tant historical personages that 
counts, but the fate of imagin­
&ry average people who are 
supposed to embody the spirit 
of history." 

0 NE FIELD in which the of-
ficial attitude has become 

a little more liberal is that of 
the history of literature. Both 
the new trend and its inherent 
limitations are well portrayed 
m the treatment of Dosfoyevs­
ky, of which more below. A re­
l~ent edition of Bunin's writ­
ings includes novels written af­
ter he had left Russia in 1918, 
whereas it was previously held 
that his post-1917 work was of 
no significance. Moreover, a 
few writers who disappeared 
during the great purges of the 
later thirties have been quiet­
ly rehabilitated. Thus Litera­
turnaya Gazeta of December 
19, 1955, announces the ap­
pointment of a commission to 
f.dit the literary remains of Vla­
dimir Kirshon, and Perez Mar­
kish. Kirshon, a well-known 
play-wright, disappeared in 
1937 after being denounced as 
::i Trotskyist and an "enemy of 
the people." Markish was one 
of the Jewish "cosmopolitans" 
who vanished from view in 
1948/9. 

A recent catalogue of Col­
lett's, the London agent for So­
viet literature, lists the German 
translation of one of BoriS Pil­
nyak's works. If this is not an 
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oversight, it would be an event 
of the greatest interest, for 
Pilnyak was among the most 
important and original authors 
of the twenties who were swept 
away by the great purge. 

It is also noteworthy that So­
viet spokesmen now tend to 
ftress that no one is being per­
secuted for "literary devia­
tions" and that Western asser­
tions to the contrary are mali­
cious fabrications. 

THE DOMAIN of creative writ-
ing is less affected by the 

comparative liberalism now in 
fashion. The editors of the six 
leading literary reviews have 
now published their production 
plans for the current year. 
Znamya appears mainly preoc­
cupied with the internal and 
external enemies of Soviet so­
ciety, and during 1956 intends 
to publish a number of fiction­
al and documentary works de­
voted to the activities of the 
armed forces and the security 
C' r g a n s. Druzhba Narodov 
(Friendship of Nations), which 
has recently become a monthly, 
devotes itself to the praise­
worthy task of acquainting the 
Russian public with transla­
tions from non-Russian writ­
ers in the USSR. 

However, the more readable 
works belonging to this class 
appear to find their way to 
1other and more widely read 
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Moscow and Leningrad periodi­
cals. 

Thus a novel by Vladimir Li­
din, published in the January 
1956 issue of Oktyabar, des­
cribes the life of a Soviet jour­
nalist, a subject hitherto taboo 
which has recently been tackled 
by some other writers as well. 
The recollections of Yury Pil­
yar ("All This Has Happened,'' 
Novi Mir October/November 
1955) are of interest for a si­
milar reason, for this is the 
first time that a former Co­
viet war prisoner has describ­
ed his experiences in a Ger­
man extermination camp (ne-ar 
Mauthausen) at some length. 

This topic was long banned 
because Soviet soldiers were 
not supposed to let themselves 
be taken prisoner, or at any 
rate were supposed to escape 
at the first opportunity. It is 
therefore or some interest that 
Pilyar's hero is advised against 
escape (by a Party representa­
tive) and eventually consents 
to stay in the camp, on the 
grounds that flight would en­
danger the lives of the other 
Russian prisoners by exposing 
them to retribution. 

It may also be noteworthy 
that the title "Hero of the So­
viet Union" has been pothu­
mously awarded to the Tatar 
poet Musa Jamil who died in 
a German prison camp in 1944. 
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IF ALL THE writings publish-
ed during the past year, 

Vera Panova's long short-story 
Seryosha has probably been the 
most widely acclaimed, and 
with reason. The only adverse 
criticism appeared in the organ 
of the teaching profession. 

The story, strung together 
from a series of episodes in the 
life of a small boy, shows Ser­
yosha reacting to events such 
as the second marriage of his 
mothe r(a war widow), the pur­
chase of his first bicycle by his 
new step-father (whom he 
adores), the bicycle going to 
pieces on the very first day, 
the arrival of a baby brother, 
the domestic crisis caused by 
the parents' imminent transfer 
to another place of work, and 
their eventual .decision not to 
leave the boy behind but to 
take him along, too, etc. 

Not only is the story well­
constructed and moving, but it 
recalls the interesting fact that 
rnme of the best Soviet writ­
ing during the past two decades 
has been about children. It also 
offers further proof that Vera 
Panova is perhaps the most 
gifted writer of her generation. 
fhe theme is conventional and 
the events portrayed are in no 
way peculiar to the Soviet 
5cene, b u t that perhaps is 
among the merits of this lit­
tle chef-d'oeuvre. 
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One mark of an eduf'ate<l man is the possession of a reasonable fund of general 
information. The highly specialized individual, often dubbed an "expert," frequently 
knows little or nothing ou:.side his own line. Try yourself on the following questiona, 
then turn to the next page for the correct answers. 

l. Have you heard of Viscount Ferdinand de Lesseps? He 
is a French diplomat credited with th~: ~· conquest ·of mala­
ria; B. discovery of the living cell; ~uilding of the Suez 
Canal; D. settlement of Algeria. 

2. Your friend's condition has been diagnosed by the physi­
cian as glaucoma, and therefore he: A. )Ray have hardened ar­
teries; B. lose his power of speech; C/lose his sight; D. needs 
an immediate abdominal operation. 

3. lf you are astronomy-minded you would know }hat the 
planet Pluto is: A. the largest of the nine planets; .!)/'farthest 
from the sun; C. the planet with canals; D. next to the earth, 
away from the sun. 

4. Where ~s~he picturesque city of Lucern? It is in r A. 
Switzerland;~ nelgium; C. France; D. Germany. 

5. Not known to many, including Catholics, is the fact 
that Ignatius Loyola, t~founder of -~e Jesuit order, was: A. 
Russian; B. Scotch; C!"'Italian; D. _)fpanish. 

6. Th~ Bible is to,A:hristianity, as the Rig-Veda is to: A. 
Mohammedanism; !1LHinduism; C. Bhuddism; D. Taoism. 

7. The military term "logistics" refers, in common par­
lance, to: A. the method of accurate aiming, in artillery; B. 
the defensibility of a position; {/the problem of supply and 
transportation; ]). counter-espionage. 

8. Before his assignment in the Philippines, U.S. Ambas­
sador Charles Bohlen distinguished himself as a diplomat in: 
A. China; B. England; C. Nazi Germany; D. Soviet Russia. 

9. Acknowledgeyforemost modern sculptor in the Philip­
pines today is: A/~a~leon Abueva; B. Victorio Edades; C. 
Hernando Ocampo; 1' liuillermo Tolentino. 

10. Probably the first and only actually operating at~ic 
energy electrical plant today is located in: A. London; Bµn· 
ingrad; C. Pennsylvania; D. Quebec. 
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ARE YOU WORD WISE? PANORAMA QUIZ 
ANSWERS 

(b) 
(a) 
(d) 
(d) 
(c) 
(b) 
(a) 
(b) 
(d) 
(a) 
(c) 
(b) 
(b) 
(a) 
(c) 
(d) 
(c) 

ANSWERS 

confused/ 
plentiful. · / 
to imprison 
dirt or foul matter 
flexible 
not coq;lf)ed 
lively.I' / 
doubtful or undecided.../ 
to deny / 
hateful or detestful \/' 
cold and damp ./ 
to expose to air 
to disengage 

scattered ru,Pbish 
summaryV' 
to play in a lively manner 
a sacred or holy place 

1. C. building of the Suez Canal 
2. C. lose his sight 
3. B. farthest from the sun 
4. A. Switzerland 
5. D. Spanish 
6. B. Hinduism 
7. C. the problem of supply and 

transportation 
8. D. Soviet Russia 
9. A. Napoleon Abueva 

10. C. Pennsylvania (Shippingport) 

18. (a) to broadcast by television 
19. (b) to oppose successfully 
20. (a) wretched or unhappy 

First Atomic Electricity 

S HIPPINGPORT, Pennsylvania - The Shipping-
port atomi;; power plant, first in the United 

States designed solely for commercial use, started pro­
duction of electricity by atomic fission recently, 
Duquesne Light company announced. 

At full power, the reactor plant, situated in 
this little Ohio valley community about 25 miles 
northwest of Pittsburgh, can produce a minimum of 
60,000 kilowatt, enough to light 150,000 homes in the 
greater Pittsburgh area. 

Round-the-clock preparations for placing the 
vlnat into operations were completed last month. First 
nuclear-produced electricity for commercial use be­
ijan surging through Duquesne,Light company power 
lines recently. 
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In the Beginning . .. 

ZIG Z A 6 (line characterized by 

sharp turns) 

Oddly enou1h, the term is taken 
from the German zickzack, a redup­
lication of zacke, meaning "point or 
tooth." 
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TYPHOON la violent storm) 

Although derived from the Chinese 
tai lung, meaning "great wind," this 
frequent Philippine visitor shouldn•t 
be blamed on our nei~hbor. 

DEVIL (evil spirit) 

Originally the Greek term diabolos 
meant "slanderer"-today describing 
only one of the many capers of the 
evil-minded person. 

75 



Philippine Panorama - XXXVlll 

PALAWAN 

By Maximo Romero 

No ISLAND in the Philip­
pines harbors more cu­
riosities, both geological 

and animal, than Palawan. This 
island is also one of the most 
sparsely populated in the coun­
try. 

Palawan looks like a trun­
cated bridge between Mindoro 
and Borneo. Its surface is very 
uneven-tall cliffs are set in 
acute contrast with deep sub­
terranean caverns. 

Palawan has acquired a pe­
jorative reputation because one 
of its municipal functions is 
to welcome convicts and lepers. 
This is a pity because the is­
land is naturally very rich. It 
has vast forest and mineral re­
sources; its waters are alive 
with a variety of fishes; its 
natural wonders can be explo· 
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ited for dollar-earning purposes. 
Some of the older inhabitants 
of Palawan feel that these con­
victs and lepers should be 
transferred to another island, 
less rich or at least less prom­
isin~, so that the more normal 
section of the country's popu­
lation can be induced to seek 
for fortune and opportunity in 
Pala wan. 

The animal that has mad<:: 
Palawan famous is the mouse 
deer. This odd fellow is bigger 
than a mouse but smaller than 
a deer. In fact, it looks like 
an enormous mouse. Like the 
deer, it is a vegetarian and it 
inhabits the dark forests of the 
island. This creature is such 
an odd sight that hunters went 
after it in a big way. For a 
time, it faced eventual extine-
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tion. The government took a 
hand in the business and res­
tricted the hunting of the 
mouse deer. 

A less famous animal also 
found in Palawan is the pea­
cock pheasant. This loud bird 
has drawn long sighs of praise 
from bird lovers the world 
'lver. Its dominant color is me­
tal blue but its neck is striped 
with the colors of the rainbow 
and it has a pair of absurd 
eyebrows. 

A more useful bird is the 
balinsasayaw. The nest of this 
b.ird is a classic soup stock. 
The balinsasayaw inhabits the 
tall cliffs that wall in the town 
of Bacuit. For years, edible 
birds' nests have been an im­
portant export of Palawan. 

THE SWAMPS of Palawan 
shelter a bird that is now 

almost extinct, the tabon. This 
bird is prized for its eggs which 
it lays periodically near the 
border of the tide beach. Its 
eggs· are delicious and expen­
sive. Ruthless seafolk have col­
lected these eggs without any 
regard for the prese.rvation of 
the bird. Now, however, the 
government limits this enter­
prise and it is expected that 
within ten years the taboo 
would again be sufficiently 
numerous to regain its econo­
mic value. 

The perfume industry knows 
Palawan as a source of civet. 
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This yellowish substance which 
is extracted from a pouch near 
the sexual organs of civet cats 
is used as a perfume base. The 
local name of this creature is 
binturong. 

0 th e r zoological oddities 
found in Palawan are the anti­
eat.::r, the porcupine and the 
flying lemur. Nobody has yet 
accounted satisfactorily for 
the presence of th~se creature~ 
in the island. 

The waters around the island 
are some of the best fishing 
grounds in the Philippines. 
Particularly rich in aquatic life 
is the area around Malampaya 
Sound. It is estimated that the 
fishing grounds of Palawan, 
properly utilised, could supply 
to a substantial degree the rest 
of the country. Araceli and Co­
ron are towns that flourished 
because of fish. From these 
centres, large shipments of fish 
are dispatched almost daily. 

Huge flights of seabirds cov­
er the fishing grounds of Pa­
lawan. Quantities of these birds 
roost every night on the tiny 
rsland of Ursula. Their drop­
pings, commercially known as 
guano, constitute a natural re­
source that is at best only in­
differently extracted. 

The forests of Palawan are 
famous for rattan arid a num­
ber of very hard woods. The· 
Malacca cane from which that 
beautiful and famous stick is 
made is found in the forests of 
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Palawan. The hardest known 
wood in the Philippines, the 
palo hierro, is native to Pala­
wan. It is said that as a struc­
tural material, the palo hierro 
can outlast steel. There seems 
to be some truth to this be­
cause the palo hierro used in 
some very ancient Philipp1ine 
churches are still more than 
just service~ble. An-other very 
hard Palawan wood is the do­
lo. The dolo tree is found most­
ly in Culion, Busuanga, and 
Balabac. This is another wood 
that can resist wear and the 
elements for centuries. 

A MINERAL resource of the 
island that is currently 

being mined is quicksilver. This 
mine is located near Puerto 
Princesa, the capital of the is-
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land. The island is also rich 
in manganese, chromite, talc, 
tin and iron. Other mineral re­
sources still remain to be dis­
covered. 

The famous underground ri­
ver of Palawan is about seven 
kilometers long. The point of 
entr<:ince is St. Paul's cavern 
which is about 80 weet wide 
and 30 feet high. The cavern is 
studded with stalactites of var­
ious sizes. A great span of this 
river has not yet been explor­
ed because of the perils involv­
ed. Sometimes ·without any 
warning, the river wouid just 
rise and cover completely the 
entrance. The idea in itself is 
discomfiting even for the train­
ed speluriker. 

The practice of transporting 
social outcasts to Palawan was 
started by the Spaniards. When 
the Americans took over the 
country, they established the 
lwahig Penal Colony. This cor· 
rective insfitution has since be­
come an agricultural colony. It 
encompasses 41,000 hectares 
that have been divided for ad-
1tninistrative convenience into 
three areas. This penal colony 
is near Puerto Princesa. 

The Culion Leper Colony is 
the other government institu­
tion for social outcasts in the 
island. This Leper Colony is 
one of the best equipped and 
most efficiently managed lepro­
saria in the whole world. 

The position of Palawan in 
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Philippine history is not very 
marked. The iogbooks of both 
Magellan and Pigafetta contain 
references to Palawan, but on­
ly as a source of water and 
fresh fruits for their rickety 
crews. The pirates of Sulu also 
made a few not very spectacu­
lar raids on some of its more 
accesible coastal . towns. Pala­
wan, it seems, had remained 
uninvolved. 

The original inhabitants of 
Palawan are the Tagbanuas, a 
Malayo-lndonesian type. They 
brought to the island a rudi­
mentary method of agriculture 
on which they were unable to 
improve. Another ethnic group 
that can claim priority. to the 
island is the Batac, a Negroid 
type. To this day, remnants of 
this group roam the interior 
of the island looking ve0ry puz· 
bled and dejected. 

* * * 

Did You Know . . . ? 

Is there such a thing as a man-eating plant? 
No. any tales of man-eating planst have been told 

to travelers by natives of tropical lands-but such 
stories have no basis in truth. There are carnivorous 
plants which catch and devour insects, as, for example 
the Venusflytrap, the sundew and the pitcher plant, 
but there is no plant that will catch and devour a 
man. 

.y. .y. 

Why is hippopotamus ivory more valuable than 
elephant ivory? 

Because ivory from the elongated teeth of the 
hippopotamus-often called sea-horse ivory - is ex­
tremely hard, very dense, and very finegrained. Its 
quality is even good enough to be used for artificial 
teeth, and at one time, before porcelain, it was ex­
tensively used for this purpose . 

• 
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THE 
BATTLE 
OF 

BESSANG PASS 

B ESSANG p ASS is I 7 kilo­
meters south of Tirad 
Pass. It is 5,000 feet 

above sea level on Highway 4 
of Cervantes, Ilocos Sur. Its 
strategic value made it one of 
the bloodiest battlegrounds in 
the Philippines. General Walter 
Krueger, commander of the 
U.S. Army's 32nd and 25th In­
fantry Division's battles for 
Villa Verde trail and Balete 
Pass, respectively." The victory 
at Bessang Pass led directly to 
the defeat of General Yama­
shita. 

At the time of the battle the 
Japanese had 6,000 troops com-
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mitted to the defense of Bes­
sang Pass. Sotomu Terau, chief 
of staff of the 19th Japanese 
Division, declared after he sur­
rendered that the 73rd Infantry 
of his division, with an effec­
tive strength of 2,000 officers 
and men, were under orders to 
defend Bessang Pass to the 
death. This unit had mountain 
guns and assorted artillery pie­
ces emplaced around the pass. 
Before the battle they were 
joined by the 79th Brigade and 
the 357th Independent Japan­
ese. These two units added 4,000 
men. 

On the other side, the battle 
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of Bessang Pass was one of six 
major operations of the USA­
FIP NL (United States Armed 
Forces in the Philippines, North 
Luzon). This force consists of 
five complete regiments and its 
effective strength is 20,000 men. 
Colonel Russel W. Volckmann, 
a Westpointer and veteran of 
Bataan, was made the com­
mander of the Bessang force. 

Three days before D-Day on 
Luzon which is January 9, 1945 
this force started a systematic 
destruction of bridges, aero­
dromes, line communications, 
ammunition dumps, armouries, 
and roads. Enemy supply con­
voys were ambushed through­
out La Union, Ilocos Sur, llocos 
Norte, Abra, Mountain Prov­
ince, Nueva Vizcaya, lsabela 
and Cagayan. 

ON JANUARY 9, 1949, the en-
tire force was placed un­

der the command of General 
Krueger. His order was to sup­
press all traces of enemy resis­
tance in la Union and Ilocos 
Sur 

The !21st Infantry under the 
command of George M. Bar­
nett started the mopping-up op­
eration. The reg;ment's third 
battalion under the command 
of Major Conrado Rigor was 
assigned to secure the area 
from Tagudin to Cervantes, Ilo­
cos Sur. The "L" company of 
this battalion was under the 
leadership of Capitan Emilio 
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Narcise. He first attacked the 
Japanese garrison· at Bitalag, 
Tagudin and then pursued the 
fleeing remnants to Becques, 
where the Japanese were rout­
ed. 

After this operation the 
company proceeded up High­
way No. 4 and attacked the 
Jap1mese encampment at Suyo, 
a small barrio midway between 
Tagudin and Bessang Pass. "L" 
company proceeded to Butac 
where it was joined by com­
panies "K" and "M". Their 
combined mission was to clear 
the periphery of the major area 
of operations. They were suc­
cessful. B·1t before this force 
could proceed to Bessang, Ma­
jor Barnett ordered "K" and 
"M" to reinforce the 1st and 
2nd battalions of the main re­
giment in the battle for San 
Fernando. 

Undaunted, "L" made for 
Bessang Pass. From its prison­
ers, it learned that the Bessang 
area was heavily fortified. "L" 
then decided to attack Cervan­
tes where it was able to kill 
60 enemy troops. Another pla­
toon attacked the enemy em­
placement at Magun and still 
another at Maun ting. The 
noose tightened around Bes­
sang. The Japanese, however, 
sensed the danger and a large 
group 1 au n ch e d a Banzai 
charge against the Filipinos. 
The Japanese were able to re­
capture their former positions. 
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Volckmann decided to try to 
recapture Cervantes. A provi­
sional battalion was created and 
put under the command of Cap­
tain Serafin Elizondo. This bat­
talion tried to block enemy 
troop movements around Bes­
sang hut the Japanese were 
able to move heavy artillery 
pieces and the battalion was 
cruelly bombarded. 

M EANWIULE, a stronger Jap-
anese force under Lieu­

tenant Colonel Yoshibaru Osa­
ki occupied Cervantes. The bat­
talion attacked and the Japan­
ese were forced to retreat. Osa­
ki's troops fled to Lepanto, 
Aluling and Malaya and on 
March 15, they were solidly en­
trenched on a hill south of Cer­
vantes. From this position, they 
harrassed the provisional bat­
talion. 

Further up at Tangadan, Ab­
ra the 15th Infantry, USAFIP, 
NL had engaged the enemy's 
79th Infantry Brigade. Their 
order was to prevent this· force 
from joining· Osaki's group. 
The 66th Infrantry, also USA­
FIP,NL, had tangled with the 
enemy on the road from Ba­
guio. 

San Fernando, La Union was 
finally liberated on March 24, 
1945 by the 121st Infantry. 
There was a reorganization and 
a new regiment moved to Suyo 
and Butas, points midway be­
tween Tagudin and Bessang 
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Pass on Highway 4. 
This reorganized regiment 

was put under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel George M. 
Barnett and later under Lieu­
tenant Colonel Eulogio Balao. 
It started the Bessang opera­
tion on March 27, 1945. The 
first battalion under Major Ed­
uardo Borge took a southeast­
ern direction to encircle the 
enemy's southern flank while 
the second battalion under Ma­
jor Diego Sipin pushed east­
ward along the axis of High­
way 4. The third battalion un­
der Major Conrado B. Rigor 
was held in reserve and a pro­
visional battalion under Cap­
tain Elizondo heid Cervantes. 

The first battalion engaged 
the enemy on March· 29 at La­
magan ridge. The second bat­
talion moved with extreme cau­
(tion as there were Japanese 
outposts nearly everywhere. 
The Filipino battalions lacked 
artillery support and their prin­
cipal arms were only the rifles 
and machine-guns brought by 
submarine late in November 
and December of 1944 to Dari­
gayos, Luna, La Union and 
Santiago, llocos Sur. 

The battle for Bessang pass 
was a fierce and rugged one. 
Enemy bombardment was ex­
traordinarily heavy. The terrain 
was harsh. The three battalions 
sustained frightful losses. 

On April 13, the operation 
·received some air and artillery 
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support. The provisional bat­
talion attacked the enemy 
stronghold at Buccual, which 
is north of Bessang, forcing 
the Japanese to withdraw to 
Magun. On April 21, the Jap­
anese force at Lamagan ridge 
was completely annihilated by 
the first battalion. 

Two DAYS later, the third bat-
talion after executing a pe­

rilous night operation occupied 
a hill west of Bessang Pass. 
The Japanese regrouped to try 
a breakthrough on the line held 
by Lieutenant Prudencio's "D" 
company. The Filipinos were 
forced to give ground but they 
succeeeded in reestablishing 
themselves some 200 yards 
north of Highway 4 toward 
Cervantes. 

Night and day, the enemy 
tried to infiltrate the Filipino 
lines. But the Filipinos held on 
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and after heavy losses the ene­
my gave up. Meanwhile, air 
and artillery support had in­
creased. Heavy guns and bombs 
were hurled at the enemy. 

The liberators threw more 
troops into the Bessang area. 
Slowly, the pincer movement 
got under way. The 121st, the 
15th, and the 66th infantry re­
giments gained more and more 
vital ground. 

In spite of fog, rain, mud, 
disease, precipices and heavy 
bombardment, the gallant libe­
rators pushed on. 

Then in June an order came 
from Colonel Calixto Duque, 
G-3; Bessang Pass must fall 
in t5 days. The first battalion 
!21st Infantry reorganized and 
pressed forward to capture the 
entire Lamagan vicinity, while 
the 15th infantry drove on to­
ward Nalidaoan to prevent the 
enemy from consolidating its 
ravaged 'positions. 

One by one the enemy posi­
tions cracked. Banzai charges 
became more frequent. Hand­
to-hand fighting became almost 
a daily incident. The Filipino 
guerillas, racked by malaria 
and dysentery, refused to be 
replaced. The odor of victory 
was becoming more and more 
strong. 

For greater coordination, the 
15th infantry took over the 
area south of Butac while the 
66th infantry operation was li­
mited to the right flank. The 
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"B" and "D" companies of the 
11th, now under Major Her­
bert Swick, poised to attack 
the high ground north and 
northeast of Bessang. 

Two companies- "K" and 
"L"-launched a lightning at­
tack on Bessang Pass follow­
ing a heavy mortar barrage. 
This was the beginning of the 
de~at of the Japanese. Artil­
lery preparations were made 
and elements of the !21st at­
tacked and captured three ene­
my tunnels. The night attack 
of the provisional battalion cap­
tured vital enemy positions and 
annihilated approximately one 
hundred Japanese soldiers. 

At dawn on June 14, "K" 
and "L" launched an extreme-

ly well-coordinated attack on 
the final enemy stronghold 
and victory was ours. 

Speaking of the Bessang op­
'eration, Volckmann said: "It 
was a thrilling sight to see the 
men of our advanced elements 
perched high on the peaks over­
looking the Pass, waving shirts, 
towels, and makeshift flags as 
a signal o"f their victory. It 
was a costly victory, but one 
that personified the courage, 
spirit, determination and fight­
ing ability of units that have 
been organized and trained in 
the midst of the Japanese oc­
cupation ... " 

Once more the Filipino sol­
dier has proved his worth. 

Austerity 
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A young engineer, newly married, had been 
promptly sent off by his company to do a job in Alas­
ka. To his delight, shortly alter his arrival there, 
a package arrived by airmail from his adoring wife. 

"Here's a cozy sweater I knitted for you, darling, 
to keep you warm. Postage costs so much for every 
single ounce that I've cut off the buttons. Love and 
kis8es. 

"P.S. The buttons are in the right hand pocket." 
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A sociological report 

WORLD OF THE Tirurays 

THE HISTORY of the Tiruray 
begins with the legend 
that there were two broth­

c::rs the elder of which, not wish­
ing to be Mohammedanized, 
went into the mountains. The 
lirurays came from the elder 
brother; the Magindanaos, 
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By GRACE L. WOOD 

from the younger. The trade 
t'act between the two brothers 
~·ere soon exploited by the des­
:.:cndants of the younger. 

Jn 1863 the Spanish Jesuits 
built a school and a church just 
across the river from the Tiru­
ray's but the Spaniards were 
not able to defend them from 
the Magindanao's and therefore 
did not impress the Tirurays. 

Today, the displacement of 
the Tirurays continue. Political 
authority is in the hands of 
the Magindanao and the police­
men who continue the tradition 
of exploitation. An educated 
Tiruray tried to form a "Tiru 
ray Association" to promote the 
welfare of the people as a whole 
but such activity has been mis­
takenly frowned upon by the 
government as seeds for sub­
version. The Tiruray believe 
that the end of the wor:ld must 
be coming and are extremely 
susceptible to exhort_ations of 
their religious leaders to follow 
him on a pilgrimage to "Hea­
ven". Such pilgrimages inv6lve 
kiling everyone on the way to 
the mountaintop who dis-
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believes the power of the lead­
er. 

The Tiruray believe that man 
was created from mud by Mi­
naden because when we do not 
bathe for a long time the soil 
can be rubbed off our skins. 
Mine.den who made the earth 
also taught the people to cover 
themselves; to use bark for 
clothing and to plant cotton 
which the Magindanao's order­
ed brought to them for weav­
ing. At one time they also had 
the services of a magic bird, 
Biaku, who furnished them 
with clothing and beads but the 
Magindanaos, hearing of this 
bird, began to drive the Tiru­
ray away so that they could 
have it. A great battle was 
fought but the Moros won so 
that they are so rich today. The 
bird was so frightened that it 
fled to the Chinese at Hong­
kong (Sungsung) and since 
that time beads and cloth have 
come from the Chinese. 

T HERE 1s reason to believe 
that the trade between the 

Tirurays and the Magindanaos 
inhibited manufactures among 
the former, who unlike the oth­
er peoples of Mindanao, have 
no weaving, pottery, or metal 
work. 

The first people, according 
to the Tirurays, had only one 
dialect but when they increas­
ed and wandered afar, Minaden 
gave them different dialects. 
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A great flood furthered the dis­
persion of the peoples and they 
became the Sulug (from Sulu), 
Samal, Bisayan, Spanisti, Ame­
rican, and Chinese. 

In the first days people coula 
be monkeys or human beings 
at will, simply by taking off 
or putting on monkey "cloth­
mg". Tulus, the brother of the 
creator gave some people bow 
and arrows with the result that 
the people to whom monkey 
clothes were given were deci­
mated. The leader of the "mon­
key people," called "Little Mon­
key" finally persuaded Tulus to 
allow them to live in his coun­
try after pointing out his fault. 

One of the Tiruray culture 
hero, Lageay Lengkuos, could 
talk from the womb. His pow 
er was so enormous. He was 
the only one who could pass the 
magnet stone in the strait be­
tween the big and little oceans 
where all ships were wrecked. 
His wife was also powerful and 
therefore did not have to suf­
;er in childbirth, so that their 
child was born from a necklace 
m a basket on the wall. 

Religious leaders have a hard 
time approaching the exploits 
of these culture heroes. Leng-
1<.uos is scornful of them be­
cause they have matches cloth­
ing guns today and thus can·· 
not expect pity. In his day 
Lengkuos h a d only breech­
cloths and bow and arrows. 

Tirurays believe that the ev-

PANORAMA 



ii sptnts, Saitan, were brought 
by the foreign priests and the 
Japanese. 

the earth exist, each one and 
the people in it are more pow­
erful that those below it. 

T HE PEOPLE of the earth, in 
contrast to the supernatural 

beings, may become powerful 
by gaining the pity of the lat­
ter. Usual bravery or suffering 
can gain this pity. The universe 
is conceived in terins of power. 
Eight layers above and below 

None of the supernatural be­
ings in the pantheon seem to 
be inherently evil. They punish 
people for disrespect or for 
"unkindness," but the people 
may avoid such punishment if 
they observe traditions and 
wear charms for protection. 

The Older the Better 

"Yeah, she's quite a combination - the picture 9f 
her father and the sound track of her mother." · 

¥ ¥ 

Television-The box in which they buried vaude­
ville. 

¥ ¥ 

"One should never trust a woman who teJls her 
real age. A woman who would tell that would teII 
anythinj,!' 

¥ ¥ 

Tourist: "I don't like all the flies around here." 
Native: 'Well, confidentially, there are a few of 

them that I don't care for, either." 

* 
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Up from slavery 

U.N. TR~U~lt~H~~TtR 

D R. RALPH Johnson Bunche, 
the highest ranking Am­
erican in the United Na-

tions Secretariat, is a stolid, 
chain-smoking expert on race 
relations and peacemaking. 

Dr. Bunche, an Under Secret­
ary General, learned about both 
subjects through experience 
and hard knocks, as well as 
from books. All his life he has 
combined scholarship with ac­
tion . He started to learn about 
race relations as a child. The 
grandson of a Negro slave, he 
grew up in the Negro sections 
of Detroit, Toledo, Ohio, Albu­
querque, N. M., and Los An­
geles. 

He went on to study his sub­
ject as a Carnegie Corporation 
researcher, chased more than 
once out of angry Southern 
towns; as a graduate stucfent 
in Africa, chugging in a bat­
tered car from one primitive 
village to the next, and as a 
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high-ranking diplomat in his 
nation 's capital, yet excluded 
from the best Washington res· 
taurants and theatres. 

Making peace, particularly 
betwee!l people of different 
races, was a ski 11 that Dr. 
Bunche developed gradually, 
later in life, as his knowledge 
of race relations came to be ap­
plied to world problems. 

At first it was during World 
War II, when he worked in the 
Office of Strategic Services, 
digging up background for the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff on the 
colonial areas where Americans 
served. It was his job to try to 
find a course that would avoid 
trouble between the predomin­
antly white United St ates 
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troops and the non-white po­
pulations of those countries. 

AFTER THE WAR he was in the 
State Department's Divi­

sion of Dependent Area Affairs. 
At the San Francisco Confer­
ence of the United Nations in 
1945 he helped draw up what 
tecame the non-self-governing 
territories and trusteeship sec­
tions of the United Nations 
charter. 

Later, at the United Nations 
as the first director of its Trus­
teeship D i v i s i o n , he was 
charged with the international 
responsibility for m o re than 
200,000,000 people in former 
colonies sea ttered throughout 
the world. 

The United Nations took him 
from that job in 1947 to send 
him to the Middle East with the 
international committee that 
aided the birth of Israel. 

Today Dr. Bunche was once 
more back in the Middle East, 
looking into the continuing dis­
pute over control of the Gaza 
Strip. 

He helped to write the report 
that defined the partitioning of 
Palestine between the A r ab 
States and Israel. And by an 
accident of history- the as­
sassination of his chief, Count 
Folke Bernadotte - it fell to 
him to work out the truce bet­
ween Israel and her Arab neigh­
bors. 

For three months of day-and-
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night negotiations on the Island 
of Rhodes, Dr. Bunche labored 
heroically and successfully to 
work out the uneasy settlement 
that lasted from 1949 until the 
Israeli attack on Egypt late in 
1956. 

It was an achievement that 
rocketed him from the ranks 
CJf scores of talented but ob­
scure diplomats to a position of 
world-wide acclaim - not alone 
because of the magnitude of 
the diplomatic success, but be­
cause it made him the first Ne­
gro diplomat of world renown . 

Israeli and Arab diplomats 
who went through the Rhodes 
ordeal with him hailed him as 
"one of the great men of the 
world." He was given a hero 's 
welcome, complete with ticker 
tape and open car, when he re­
turned to New York. Los An­
geles held a Ralph Bunche Day. 
In three weeks he had more 
than 1,000 speaking invitations. 
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THE Aw ARD s that were 
.& heaped upon him ranged 

from honorary academic de­
grees---- over forty of them at 
last count -- through a long 
1oster of titles, including "Fa­
ther of the Year" in 1949, to 
the highest recognition attain­
able, the Nobel Peace Prize of 
1950. 

teaching, for Harvard named 
him a Professor of Government. 

But Dr. Bunhe did not want 
to subject his family to the 
indignities of segregation in 
Washington, nor could he teai­
himself from the field of action 
tor sedentary scholarship. 

He chose to stay at the Un­
ited Nations, where he became 
one of the two undersecreta­
ries without department, and 
what amounts to Dag Ham­
marskjold's personal trouble­
shooter. 

He could have gone on to 
~eek other triumphs where he 
chose - in the State Depart­
ment, where President Truman 
offered to make him an Assist­
ant Secretary of State. or in 
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Science on the March 

CURRENT RESEARCH at Armour Research Foundation baa 
resulted in progress in aeronotics and building tech­

nology and, indirectly, in air pollution and even baby feeding. 
Certain types of military aircraft may function effec­

tively without conventional anti-icing equipment as the re­
sult of new ARF chemical composition which can be spray­
ed, brushed, or applied in the form of tape. The chemical 
deicers, by eliminating bulky mechanical equipment, are ex­
pected to point the way to significant cost and weight re· 
duction in aircraft. 

Also in aeronautics has come the finding that tiny par­
ticles of meteoric dust in the upper atmosphere may serious­
ly diminish the chances of a high altitude missile or earth 
satellite to fulfill its mission. 

To sim11late the possible hazards, ARF researchers have 
accelerated dust particles to 4,000 feet per second in a shock 
tube. Even at this velocity they found dust· ertensively 
damaged the surface of a half-inch aluminum plate. 

In home building, a new all-clay constructipn block has 
been developed recently. The ceramic block, which may 
produced in a variety of colors, is less likely to expand and 
contract concrete block tend to do. 

PANORAMA 



";eue- ~1#4 , , , , , , by Elmer 



Attention: All organization heads and members! 
Help gonr club raise funds painlessly . . . 

Join the Panorama "Fund-Raising by Subscriptions" 

plan today! 

The PANORAMA f uND-RAISING BY SuBscruPTIONS PLAN 

will get you, your friends, and your relatives a year's sub­

scription to Panorama. 

The Panorama is easy to sell. It practically sells itself, 
which means more money for your organization. 

The terms of the PANORAMA FuND-RAISING BY SuB­

scruPTIONS PLAN are as follows: 

(I) ·Any accredited organization in the Philippines can 

take advantage of the PLAN. 

(2) The organization will use its facilities to sell sub­

scriptions to Panorama. 

(3) For every subscription sold the organizatio_n. will 
get Pl.00. The more subscriptions the organization sells, 

the. more money it gets. 



THE MORNING JOURNAL 
The only Chinese Daily Newspaper with 

Editorials in English 

.:vertise,. 

THE FOOKIEN TIMES 
1 \·. <' Leading Independent Chinese Newspaper with the 

Largest Circulation in the Philippines 

-·-·----·------------.....! 

J.1'ell your friends about 

Give them a gift subscription -

they'll appreciate it I 
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You are invited to see 
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