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LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS
Elsewhere in this issue are bills pro-

posed for submission to the next S(s=
sion of Congress. We mvxte teachers

and Parent-Teacher Associations to dis-
cuss and criticize these proposals It'

they meet with the approval of rep"e-
sentative groups, resolutions may ge
sent to the Congressmen representing
the diferent divisions asking them to
suy-pcrt the bills,

The most importunt bill is the one

proposing to revise the Educational
Act of 1940. There would szcem to be

unanimous approval of the provisions.
to revise the present curriculum. The -

most conrtoversial provision is that one

zbout the financing of ‘the intermediate .-
classes. While it is true ‘that any bill .

calling for additional taxes would be
unpopular, it is believed that with prop-
er build-up, the people will be con-
vinced to share a little more of the
support of education. Can the govern-
ment spend more? If not, would the
people be willing to continue with the
inndequate school system that we now
have, or would they rather directly
share a little more of the burden of
sunporting better schools?

The proposal to improve salary al-
location needs no defense. Teachers
and school officials might wish to
study the relative importance of the po-
si‘ions and determine if there should
be changes in the salary rates pro-
rosed. Please note that the clerical
positions have been included in this
proposal,

The proposal to convert into cash
the service ¢redit given to teachers
for the proportional vacation pay earn-
ed in 1941 also needs no elaborate
defense. The right to the cash value

¢

7 _of thls service credxt is a vested nght :

which has accrued to teachers through
the years. The recent government pol-
icy ‘to substitute service credit for
the proportional vacation pay is a dis-
tinct disservice to the schools and to
the teachers. A reversal of public pol-
icy which is not based on justice is
obviously a repudiation of the high
ideals of governrr;ent that have been
dangled as worthy goals before the
eves of the youth, the teachers, and
the public. - :

A reguest has been sent to nuthor-
fties concerned to do the same thing
that is now proposed in this bill. The
herein” proposal will be sent to Con-
gress in''case no action is taken on
our request

\The bﬂl proposmg the establishment
of a general retirement system for
all government employees was pre-
pared by the Office of the Govern-
ment Service Insurance System and the
Budget Commission. It seems.that it
will be most difficult to revive the
old pension system for teachers be-
cause other government employees
will object to a special legislation for
teachers, especizlly one as desirable
as a pension system. On the assump-
tion that it will not be pgssible to
rass pension legislation for teachers
only, we are in favor of the approval
nf this general retirement plan. Before
the bill is officinlly taken up with
Congress, however, teachers should
study the plan and suggest ways of
improving it.The provisions may not
be as liberal as thdse of the old pen-
sion system for teachers, but this bill
seems to embody features which make
the prorosed general retirement fund
actuarially sound. ¢
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