W The PLD,
high ability or deep learning

degree does not necemarily indicate
and odom{onl com-

petence, This is the opinion of famous edncaton
scholars.

sand peofound

THE PH.D.

As early as 19085 William
jm was cmmed lest
“The Ph.D. ' crush
fts true spirit of learning in
the universities, His ob-
servations  and  comments
reveal so well the timeless-
ness of some issues of grad-
uate study — and they are

set down with such style —
that they deserve lengthy
quotation:

“Graduate schools are stll
aomﬂhitg of a novelty, and
bighet l‘plomas something

The latter,
tbern(ore. xan'y & vague sense
of preciousness and honor,
and have a particulsrly “up-
to-date”™ :zannce and 1t
is no wonder if smaller in-
stitutions, unable to attract
professors already eminent,
and forced 10 recruit their
faculties from the relatively
young. should 1o com-
pensate for the o ty of
their officers of instruction
by the abundance of decora-
tive titles by which those
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names are followed an the
pages of the catalogues where

they :p'(aa.r The dazzled
reader of the list, the parent
or student, says to himself,
“This must be a terribly dis-
tinguished crowd, — their -
tles shine like the stars in
the firmament;  PhD.'s,
S.D.'s, LittD.s, bespangle

as I they were
sptinﬂed over it from a pep-
caster.”

"Human nature is once
for all so childish that eve.
ry reality becomes a sham
somewhere, and in the minds
of l;bn%denu ”dh ;h'mul:es
the Djm n nt
of fact already looked ﬂopon
a mere ndverud re.
source, a manner of thrw
ing dust in the Public's eyes.
“No instructor who is not a
Doctor' has become a maxim
in the smaller institutions..

"America B thus as a na.
tion npidly dn(nnf toward
a state of things in which
no man of science or let-
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ters will be aécounted res
table l.:‘nleu some kind ol
or diploma is stamped
upoE\e him.PlT_nd iu_:u ;{:b
mere personality wi a
mark of outcast estate.
“Our higher degrees were
instituted ?ow the laudable
of stimulating scho-
m especially  in  the
form of "original research.”
Experience has proved that
great as the love of wuth
may be among maun, it could
be made still greater by ad-
mtitiam t:w;rd. The f;vm-
ning of a diploma certifying
mastery and marking a bar
rier successfully passed, acts
as a challenge to the ambi
tious; and i the diploma
will help to gain bread-win-

ning positions also, its
as a stimulus o work Is we
mendously increased. .. But

the institutionalizing on a
large scale of any natural
combination of need and mo-
tive always tends to run in
to technicality and to deve-
? a tyrannical Machine
th unforeseen powers of
exclusion and corruption,

“To interfere with the free
development of tlent, to
obstruct the natural play of

mpplz‘and demand in the
teach profession, to fos-
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ter snobbery the prestige
of certain privileged institu.
tions, to transfer accredited
value from essential man-
hood to an outward badge,
to blight and promote
invidious sentiment, to di-
vert the attention of

ing youth from direct deal
ings with truth to the pass.
ing of examinations, -~ such
consequences, if they exist,
ought surely to be regarded
as draw-backs to the system,
and an enlightened public
consciousness ought* to  be
keenly alive to the i
tance of reducing ir
amount. . .

“Is not our growing ten
dency to appoint no instruc-
tors who are not also doc
tors an  instance of pure

sham? Will anyone pretend
for a moment t doc-
tor's degree is a rantee
that s will be suc-

cessful as a teacher? Noto
riously his moral, sodial, and
personal  characteristics may
utterly disqualify him from
success in classroom; and
of these characteristics his
doctor’s examination s un-

able to take any account
whatever, ..
“The truth is that the

Doctor-Monopoly in  teach-



ing, which is becoming so
rooted an American custom,
can show no serious grounds
whatscever for iwell in rea-
oonts As it ‘mually prevails
and grows in among
us, it is due to childish mo-
tives exclusively. In reality
it is but a sham, a bauble,
a dodge, whereby to deco.
rate the catalogues of schools
“Men without marked ori
fimlicy or native force, but
ond of truth and especial-
ly of books and study, ambi-
t or reward and tm
nition, often, and
ing a 10 get a teach
ing position, meek in the
eyes of their examiners, —
among these we f[ind.. . the
unfit in the academic strug-
gle for existence. There are
m:ividuals of this som
whom to one
after auo'thep:’seans the ki
mit ' of earthly iration.
Your private advice does not
discourage them. They will
fail, and go away 10 recu-
and then
themselves for another or-
deal, and sometimes prolong
;!; inte  middle
ine, ..

“We know that there is
no test, however absurd, by

which, If a tle or decora-
tion, a public badge or
mark, were to be won by It
some weekly suggestible or
hauntable ns would not
feel challenged, and remain
unhappy if they went with.
out it. We da our three
magic letters belore the eyes
of these predestined victims,
and swarm to us like
moths to an electric light. .

“The moare wi ead be
comes the popular belief
that our di as are indis

pensable hallmarks to show
the sterling
holders, the more widespread
these corruptions will be-
come. We ought to look
to the future carefully, for
it takes generations for a na-
tional custom, once rooted,
to be grown away from.”

Not only observant but
tic as well.  Jame's
iicons Is for checking “the
of the Ph.D. e
were threefold: first, let the
universities give the docto.
rate "as a matter of course
...for 2 due amount of time
spent in patient labor,” like
the Bachelor’s degree:  se
cond, let the colleges and

universities “give wup their
unspeakably silly ambition
Panomana
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to le their Jists of
officers™; and third, let able
students bypass the

when it interferes with r
own independent and
let the faculty protect such

uudcms ‘in the nmkct-mug-

gle which !h? have w0 !ace
All of this in 1908, —
Bernard Berelson m lhe
Graduate Education in the
United States.
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A oonlmnoc in a hering of tant
i g wg;‘EI g

ple who singly do

cide that nothing can be done, —

Allen



