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In the lecture of the Entered Ap-
prentice  Degree, which all newly
made Masons hear on  their first
vight in sonry, we lean that *
is the internal, and not the ext
qualifications which recommend a
man to be made * We also
Jearn that a ch an instrament

aise all good men
apply for the pur
hom they may find wor-

and true who
pose and
thy”

How many of s really ke thee
things 10 heart wml conscously strive

1o make Masonry what ihe

diarges and  regulations preseribe
that it should e brotherhood
of mi ol

G, T men of
all vaces, ereeds and religions, alt
kgrounds and all stations in Tile,
provided only that they the
t|||.|l|||mlmn\ of beliet in
good  moral character. andd
g o man, freeshom, under the
tongue of good yeport and coming
well vecommended?”  How many of
5. asindividual Masons, see fic
take it upon ourselves o impose:
fonal qualifications, such as
must be a Christian,” “e must noy
he a Catholic or a |
janicor or a hricklayer,”
y st be at least $10,000
He must be white,”
mlu.r conditions which  a

meet

e
myriad

brother imposes o suit his own per-
sonal beliels rather than conforming
10 the philosophy of Masonry?
I have often heard a Brother say,

@ prospective  member,
Wiy, he's a waiter (or a janitor, or
aditchdigger). annot say thac 1
have ever heard o Brother express
a belief that a candidaze shoukl he
1wjected for this reason, but by his
i aste during the dis-

c |)l 1o

ac plc.l\cd by the idea ol
individual in his lodge.
While this type of nnmasonic con-
duct will noc influence  the olds
wmore experienced  Masons who are
trying had 1o live the teachings of

Fasomry, it s cerainly not a good
example for the newer Masons who
have not yer formed their Masonic
philosophy ol fife.  Each of these lit-
ileincidents constitutes another
briek in the wall of intolerance be:
g erected avound every one ol oy
by those who are secking to imposc
their own bigoted thinking upon the
entive Fraternity,

One qualification which is  im-
posed so olten by individ breth-
ren that many believe it to be i
bona-fide vequivemeny for member-
is that a candidate must he
reasomably so. This false
helief is much more prevalent among
brethren in the United States than




anywhere clse in the world. So much
so, in fact, that it is dilficult o findd
a non-white Mason in many parts
of the country. I cannot state with
certainty that a non-white  Mason
would be denicd wdmission to a
lodge il he attempted 1o visit, but
in n sections of the United
Suates it would cause a

the members, and )
the officers who would be charged
with the dec admit him or
turn him av It he is @
Mason in good standing,
produce proper voucher of

his
ing been initiated, passed, and
in a duly constituted lodge, there is

no question as o what Muwsonic
courtesy requires.  Yet we will find,
in many cases, that the brethren con-
cerned will allow their personal pre-
judice to become the master of their
judgment, 10 the det
teachings of Mason

My study of this prejudice bear
out my origi beliel thae it is di-
rected mostly against members of the
Negro race. 1 cannot count  the
number of times I have been ap-
proached by wellancaning brethren
who inform.me, with the utmost se
riousness, that they fear that a cer
in individual, wha is 2 religious,
clean-living person of high morals,
and whom they like personally, is
going to request a petition for mem-
ber ship. However, there is one
cutch: He is a Negro. “What shall
I do to discourage him?” the broth-
er asks, “How can I refuse h dip-
lomatically?"  The tragedy of this,
My Brethren, is that the brother
asks not “What shall 1 do to help
break  down this  barrier?”  but
through misguided thinking, based
on vemarks he has heard passed by
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other brethren, he is secking a w
to dissuade the man from petition-
ing. I have even heard brothers go
so far as to state {latly that they
would not sit in a lodge if a Negro
visitor were 10 be admitted, but
rather that they would dc[mn from
the lodge immediately. I ask you,
My Brethren, is this what we are
taught in Masonry?

Many newly made Masons
used, and on occasion bitterly dis-
appointed, when they learn of the
prejudicial practices 1o which mem-
bers of the Fraternity subscribe.
They have joined Masonry out of
a sincere desire to promotc the gen-
cral good of society. They have
learncd that the three principal ten-
cts of Masonry are Brotherly Love
Relict and Truth, and they erly
look forward to the opportwunity of
promoting these tenets. They arc no
sooner accepted into Masonry, how-
ever, than they are rudely awakened
from their idcalistic dreams. They
find two of these tenets, Brotherly
Love and Truth, being (lagrantly ig-
nored.  They are disillusioned with
Masonry before they are well into
it.  Admittedly, not all new Masons
cven become aware of these la-
tions of our basic tenets until much
later, as 1he problem does not arisc
many lodges. When they do no-
tice it, they fcel nothing — they have
learned to accept without  protest
that which once would have serious-
ly shaken their beliefs. It is not to
any of these brethren that 1 am speak-
ing. Rather, it is to those in the
first group I have mentioned that
my remarks will apply.

It is not to be supposed, or even
hoped, that a revolution will be
brought about overnight, that bigot-
<d thinking and personal prejudices
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will be banished from (he  lodge
Y00 tomorrow, or cven next week.
But it behooves every one of us, cacl
Mason and particularly each mem-
ber of a non-white jurisdiction such

ike up our trowels and
do our part toward spreading the
coment of brotherly love and affec-
tion throughout all mankind, in cve-
ry land and without regard 1o race,
creed, color, occupation or other cx-
ternal qualifications.

This is not a plea for change in
any of our valid Jodge landmarks
or practices. It is merely a remincder
w  every brother within I
that Masonry and its teachings
res of all of us adherence to cor-
n principles and preeepts, thae il
you want to live according to the
Masonic way of life, and hope to be
credited  with retaining  that good-
ness of heart, that purity of inen-
ton and that love of virtue which
we all bave been thought o possess
at one time, you cannot ignore these
principles. As @ Mason, it is your
duty not only o live by them. but
10 dadicare  yoursell 1o instilling
them in others, particularly
sons. Remember that you are auchor-
irzed 10 correct the irregulavitics of
your less informed  brediren, and
that you must be ever ready o siretch
forth a helping hand to raise a {allen
brother.  You are o whisper good
comnsel in his ear and, in the [riend-
liest. manmer powsible, endeavor 1
bring about a reformation. This
means that when you see a brother
steaying from the broad pathway of

T daily
with men,
and whether 1

oxamine i

wy i

threelotd
tereouns
te the teachings of my mister in my conduct.

Masonry; when you know thit he
is (ransgressing its principles and
tenets, it is your sacred duty 1o en-
deavor 1o bring him o the
fold, to strive with all that is in you

1 raise this fallen brother.  When
you do this, you arc a Mason. When
you can tuthfully say to yoursell

and to the world that you are living
and teaching the vital precepts ol
Alasomry, and not just paying them
lip service, then, my friend, you are
a true brother. You can me
achieve this state of perfection by a
Jackadais atitwede; by renvining
silent when yon hear unmasonic con-
versations  among  other  brethren.
Vou must be aggressive; you must
constantly strive to make less inform-
ed brethren see, not your viewpoint,
but the Masonic viewpoint based on
the philosophy which has been and
is being taught you in the lodge.
You must never be afraid of what
others will think. 1 you are pro-
mulgating the wue teachings of Ma-
sonry, no brother can think anything
but good of you. He will say 10 him-
sell, “There a brother who has

the courage of his convictions and

Would
You will
and it has
time and
ght.

In closing, me o remind
o onee , My Brethren dhat
“ieis the internal, and nou the ex-
ternal,  qualifications
mend a pim 1o he made

not alvaid 1o argue them,
that T had such courage.”
have right on your side,
been historically proven.
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