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by Mr. PAUL BEDARD
1CA Adviser to B.F. on Forest Management

Mr. Dickson asked me to convey to you
hig great regret that he is unable to be with
you on this occasion to speak to you per-
sonally. He had been looking forward to
this occasion with a great deal of plea-
sure. Unfortunately, as Dean Mabesa has
probably told you, Mr. Dickson was ob-
hged to attend an important meeting in
another country. You can be sure that
nothing less than that would have prevented
him from being here today. He has, never-
theless, prepared some thoughts for this oc-
casion, and has delegated me to express
them to you.

Today is Forestry Day, and it is also
National Heroes Day. This coincidence is
both significant and most appropriate. It is
significant because it invites the mird to
reflect on those ideals which motivated the
heroes of this country and guided their
lives, the welfare of the Fhilippine Nation
and of Filipino people, and at the same time
we are invited also to think of forestry and
itz ideals and objectives. It is singularly
appropriate because the essence of forestry is
the national interest, the public good, the
welfare of the Philippines and her pesople,
and thus coincides with the aims and ob-
jects to which the great Filipino patriots
dedicated their lives.

That this is no more unwarranted as-
sumption, I feel requires no proof. Never-
theless I would like to quote a few excerpts
from a speech delivered in 1936 by that
great Filipino patriot and leader, former late
President Quezon. '

“I want to call the attention of everyone

vresent that the public forests do not belong
to any province but to the nation.

““The Philippines is a rich country be-
cause of her natural resources. I, therefore,
want to remind the people that they should
not merely cut down and burn our trees
wastefully but they should use them pro-
perly. The people should understand that
forests are instrumental in giving or attract-
ing rain. Where forest exists, the soil of the
farm is rich, but in its absence the country is -
arid. Without forest, when it rains the river
overflows its banks and destroys lives and
property.

“Many, especially political candidates,
are loud in their public utterance about
their love for their country. But I wonder,
if the word patriotism is rightly interpreted.
To me it is the magnitude of veneration we
paid our ancestors, to our fathers, grandfa-
thers and, that source of responsibility to
provide for those who will come after us.
There are two kinds of people, one is selfish
and the other thinks in terms of his people
and his country. The difference between
the two lies in the fact that the former only
thinks of his own welfare without any
thought of doing something for others. If
he is rich, he is the most unhappy man be-
cause what is permanent to him is to ac-
quire more wealth at the expense of his
fellow men, and he is never at peace think-
ing how best to preserve his richness.
Whereas, one whose life is dedicated to the
services of his fellowmen and his country
is not even afraid to die any time, knowing
that he has done something for others to

* Speech delivered at the U.P. College of Forestry, Friday, November 30, 1956.
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remember him by. The rich and the sel-
fish are afraid to die because they prize
their wealth more than anything else.

“My fellow countrymen, there can
be no real patriotism without displaying
the traits of veneration for those who have
gene before us in the same manner as for our
descendants. You can show true patriotism
and love of country by conserving and uti-
lizing wisely our forest resources. I repeat
do not simply delight to cut down and burn
trees, otherwise, you deprive our country of
income which means school for your child-
ren, roads, and public improvements. We
should not think in terms of ourselves, but
of our children, and their children’s child-
ren. We have no right to deprive them of
their inherent share of the patrimony of
our country — our forest.”

It is this aspect of forestry, the relation
of forestry and true unselfish patriotism,
¢o firmly and so eloquently emphasized by
President Quezon 20 years ago that I would
like to discuss on this occasion when both
forestry and the ideals of Philippine national
heroes are being given prominence.

President Quezon was addressing his
1emarks to all of the people of the Philip-
pines, and if they apply to all Filipinos in
all walks of life, think how much more they
apply to the foresters, on whose shoulders
lies the direct responsibility for the conser-
vation and wise utilization of the Philippine
forest resources.

There is no need for me to remind you
that a major area of the Philippines is now
and will continue to find its highest eco-
nomic use in the ‘dual functions of forestry,
production and protection. There is no
need for me to review the details of the
role of forestry in the Philippine economy.
This knowledge you now have acquired or
are in the process of acquiring here in the
College of Forestry at Los Banos, along
with all the technical and scientific details
which you need to operate in the field of
forestry. All of this is essential, but unless
you use this knowledge, unless you apply
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these techniques in the true spirit of public
service and in the national interest, you
will have fallen short of the real goal of
forestry. The distinction here is one be-
tween a mere technician working in the
forestry field and in true professional for-
ester. In the field of forestry, this distinc-
tion has a most important practical appli-
cation. It is not one of more academic in-
terest. Why?, because as President Quezon
pointed out the public interest factor in the
forest resources is a major one and a per-
rnanent one. In the Philippines, this is
‘mmediately obvious because more than 95
percent of the Philippine forests remain
in direct public ownership. But even in
those countries where legal title to forest
lands has passed into private hands, the
public still retains an important stake, the
public interest factor still remains at a high
level, and the necessity for foresters to func-
tion within the guidelines of this philoso-
phy does not diminish. This concept of the
public interest in all of a nation’s forests re-
gardless of existing title has been upheld by
the courts many times in countries where
title to important areas of forest land reside
in private hands. In reading court deci-
sions on this matter one cannot help but
be impressed by the remarkable unanimity
of the judges in agreeing that the public
1etains a stake in private forest lands, that
the rights conveyed by the title cannot
infringe on the rights of succeeding genera-
tions. In a recent case in the state of Ore-
gon, the judge mentioned in his decision,
“The great unbreakable even though unwrit-
ten compact which exists between the liv-
ing, the dead, and the unborn”. The very
rame philosophy which President Quezon
¢xpressed many years earlier when he spoke
of the real patriotism “displaying traits of
veneration for those who have gone before
us in the same manner as our descendants.”
Indeed, there are few other fields where the
necessity of keeping the public interest in
mind is so essential and so permanent as
in the field of Forestry.
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Now, let us consider for a moment what
implication this has for the immediate fu-
ture. What is the specific application of
these precepts to present day forestry in
the Philippines? Nearly three years ago at
the dedication of the new College of For-
estry Building, one of the speakers pointed
out that forestry in the Fhilippines was at
a critical cross-road, that the next few years
would determine whether it would take the
hoped-for road leading to orderly beneficial
development of the forest resources with
the resultant national gain or whether it
would take the road leading to progressive
deterioration and serious national loss.
While the intervening years have not
brought forth a completely assured answer,
there have appeared strong and hopeful
indications that forestry is headed on the
tight road. If we could say three years ago
that forestry is “at the crossroads”, I believe
we can charaterize the situation now by say-
ing that forestry is “coming of age” in the
Philippines. The pioneer Filipino foresters,
your predecessors have established it and
succeeded in winning for its national recog-
rition and respect. It becomes your task
to develop it, to intensify and expand it and
to guide its nation-wide application. The
conversion of Philippine forest from a wild
to a managed status, just now beginning,
will be the responsibility of the generation
of Filipino foresters represented by the pre-
sent day students at Los Bafios. This alone
is a task fraught with most serious respon-
sibility, because on it depend so many things
basic to the national economy and well
being. On it depend for example the devel-
opment of forest based industrialization,
the kinds of industries, the size and lIoca-
tion of plants, the coordination with com-
piementary and supplementary industries,
the development and longevity of depen-
dent communities and above all the welfare
of many people will depend on just how this
job is handled. That is what I mean when
I say that forestry is “coming of age”. It is
no longer only a matter of silviculture, or
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plant physiology, of wood technology or
engineering but rather the application of
all of these sciences and arts for specific
purpose of developing and managing the
Philippine forests in the national interest
Without an objective and unselfish conside-
ration of the national interest to serve as a
cuide and framework, to provide focus and
direction, the optimum benefits of the
Philippine forests will not be realized by
this nation. The decisions to be made, the
problems to be solved involve both tech-
nique and policy. You cannot stop with
merely handling the purely technical aspects
and pay no attention to those which form
the basis for policy decisions. If you do,
then those policy decisions which involve
the forest resource will be made without
benefit of the best qualified sources to the
detriment of the nation.

It is apparent then, as foresters, two
things are expected of you: technical com-
petence and a strong and continuing aware-
ness of and continuing unselfish devotion
10 the national welfare. In stressing the
latter so strongly during this discussion, I
have no intention of disparaging the former.
The two are equal and complementary, and
both are essential characteristics of a real
forester. You cannot be a good forester and
at the same time be a bad citizen. If I
have subordinated the matter of technical
competence today it is only because tech-
nical competence is more readily under-
stood and appreciated, more readily recog-
nized and measurable. Lacking techni-
cal competence, a forester will soon be dis-
covered as such and, consequently, rejected.
Likewise, there are specific and familiar
ways of acquiring technical competence, the
famous twins: education and experience.
Unfortunatly, the same is not true of the
other requisite. There is no certain way
of acquiring devotion to the public wel-
fare, no guaranteed way of maintaining it
at a high level, and the lack of this quality
is not always readily apparent. It rests
hasically as President Quezon has pointed
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out on personal unselfishness. However,
given this quality, there are ways in which it
can be strengthened and made more ef-
fective. To a forester faced with recom-
mending a course of action which involves
not only trees but also people, some know-
ledge of the social sciences would be most
helpful. Do not, therefore neglect your
courses in economics, in history, or in forest
policy. Many young foresters with a strong
cense of the practical are inclined to look
on: these courses as frills, to their later reg-
tet. Also it is highly important to keep
alive your professional contacts wtih other
foresters through strong and progressive
professional societies. Time and again it
has been shown that one of the strongest
bulwarks of integrity and the spirit of pub-
lic service is loyalty to the ethics of one’s
chosen profession. Our profession is repre-
_sented here in the Philippines by the So-
ciety of Filipino Foresters, dedicated to this
very ideal of public service.

In thus sketching briefly some of the
aspects involved in forestry’s coming of age,
I have deliberately, for reasons of time,
avoided mention of many problems which
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forestry is facing right now. I am sure that
you are aware of these or are being made
eware of them by your professors in a far
more competent manner than I can pos-
sibly do. Serious problems of forest protec-
tion, management, research, and policy
exist. While I feel that forestry has left
the crossroads and is moving in the right
direction, progress is still not easy or as-
sured. I can only say here that we of ICA
are also aware of these problems and we
are proud to be actively associated with
you in solving them. Some of our contribu-
tions to this joint effort are visible to you
everyday here at Los Bafios. The College
classrocom and some of its equipment, the
Forest Products Research Institute with its
equipment, and the Forest Experiment Sta-
tion are tangible witnesses to our interest
in assisting Fhilippine forestry in its im-
portant work. This cooperation is con-
tinuing. Our efforts to obtain further im-
portant assistance for the College of For-
estry will shortly bear fruit, and this year
also we are obtaining additional commodi-
ties for the Bureau of Forestry to intensify
its work in forest management and silvi-
cultural research.

I repeat that we of ICA are proud to
be associated with you in your essential
and important work, but we can travel with
you only so far. We can perhaps be helpful
‘n the practical and technical phases, but
the essential spirit, specifically the devo-
tion to the public good, the unselfish zeal
for the welfare of your fellow Filipinos
and for your country, without which even
the most perfect technique is meaningless,
is and must be entirely your own. It is,
therefore, most appropriate that National
Heroes Day should coincide with Forestry
Day. The principle of devotion to the na-
tional interest as exemplified by thdse great
patriots should be a continual inspiration to
foresters. Continued adherence to this
principle will be the Philippines best gua-
rantee that its forest resources will be truly
“conserved and wisely used”.
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