Every Mason’s Responsibility e

RW Manuel Crudo, SGW

¢ Service in Masonry

("Delivered by our Sewior Grand Warden, RW. MANUEL M. CRUDO, then
the Junior Grand Warden of our M.W. Grand Lodge, at the Joint Annual Con-
wention of Masonic Districts Nos. 45, 16, 17, 18 and 19 composed of Visayas.
Mindanao and Suln symbolic Lodges on Saturday, March 11, 1967, at the

Masonic Temple, Hloila Ci
of the Constitulion of Iloilo Acacia

Before we start this panel discus-
sion let us decide what we are going
to discuss about.

But first, allow me to congratulate
the members of Iloilo-Acacia Lodge
No. 11, F. & A.M,, for this splendid
fellowship and to thank them for their
fine welcome and cordial reception in
this, the Golden Jubilee Celebration
of their Mother Lodge. Likewise,
permit me to congratulate the dele-
gates from the Visayas, Mindanao
and Sulu symbolic Lodges under
Masonic Districts Nos. 15, 16, 17,
18 and 19 for this successful and
Joyous joint Annual Masonic Regional
Convention.

“SERVICE 1IN MASONRY.”
What is meant by the word “service”
and what is the meaning of “Ma-
sonry”,

Cvery member of the Craft knows
what Masonry is.  Sufice it to say
that Masonry is what he makes of it
and how he lives it as a way of life.
But the word is rather re-
lative and complicated.

There arc varions kinds of service,
depending upon their nature, the mo-
tive that prompts their performance,
the purpose for which they are ren-
dered and whether they are with pay
or for free.

In the days of the divine right of
kings, people rendered services to
their rulers out of fear. In the era
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of Feundalism, service was an act ren-
dered by a tenant to his lord for the
enjoyment of his tenancy.

Nowadays, no act of involuntary
servitude may be compelled to be ren-
dered, especially in a democratic coun-
try, except as a punishment for a
crime conunitted.

Service may mean the holding of
a religions rite, as a funeral service.
Service may also mean the perfor-
mance of one’s duty to his country,
as a soldier. There is heroism in
war as well as patriotism in peace.
In peace. it is the duty of the soldier
to preserve order within his coun-
try’s harders. In war, it is his duty
to fight, and die if need be, for his
country. That duty is always tugging
at him, day in and day out, *“exact-
mg as necessity, inflexible as fate and
mperative as destiny”. We do not
know the dignity of his birth, hut we
know the glory of his death. He
fights without complaining and dies
without murmuring, with faith in his
heart and on bis lips, he hapes that
his country will go on to victory!”

But the noblest of all services js
Service in Masonry, Tt is not per-
formed owt of fear nor rendered un-
der compulsion. Tt is done of the
iree will and accord of the person
rendering it, actuated by bratherly
love. with a high sense of duty and
honor.  Merein lies the beautv of
Masonry. Turn o next




“There once lived in the Holy
Land a man named Eliab. He bad
been blessed with many earthly
goods and he was also learned in
ull the wisdom of the East. Still
he was full of sorrow and wished
to die. Then an angel appeared
to him and showed him an herb
possessed of wonderful powers of
healing, but Eliab said, “What is
that for me? I am healthy but
my soul is distressed, lt were bet-
ter for me to di “Take the
herb,” said the angel, “it will do
thy heart good. Heal seven sick
men_with it, and then thou mayest
die if thou wilt.” Eliab took the
herb and bepan to seek out misery
in its hiding places, He healed
seven sick people and he succored
the poor with his riches. Then
the angel appeared acain to him:
“here is the herb of death.” he caid.
“Now thou mayest die.” But Eliab
cried out: “GND FORBID! I lonz
no more to die, for now I under-
stand the meaning and use of life.”

The meaning and use of life is
service. The creed of Masonry is
service — service without counting
the cost and without expecting 'my
material reward save the self-satis-
faction — that inner joy brought
ahout by a job well done for the good
of our fellowmen and to the glory of
God, which inner gladness cnhances
one’s capacity for doing good.

Service in Masoury is not limited
to its members. It extends to all
mankind and even heyond the grave,
Service in Masonry includes the act
of aiding the needy and helping the
distressed: the act of guarding the
weak, succoring the poor and the act
of protecting the innocent and defend-
ing the oppressed.

Masonry has always advocated the
cnjoyment of Freedom of Thought
and all other civil liberties. Through
the help of Masonry the Magna Char-
ta was wrested from the King ot
England. That marked the beginning
of the end of the divine right of kings.
Brothers George Washington, Benja-
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min  Franklin, Lafayette and many
other Master Masons fought hard and
proclaimed the Independence of the
United States of America.  Voltaire
and many other French Masons in-
spired the French peasants and work-
ers to march together under the great
Masenic trinity, Liherty, Equality
and Fraternity, attacked the Bastile
and put to an end the abuses of the
Bourbon monarchy. The voice of
Freedom travelled through the tun-
nel of time, Tt reverberated through
the hills of Balintawak where Bro-
ther Andres Bonifacio tore his cedula
— the symbol of slavery and began
the relentless fight for the emancipa-
tion of the Filipino people. The
spirit of Masonry inspired Brother
General Emilio Aguinaldo and wmany
others to hoist the Philippine Nation-
al Flag to the tune of the Philippine
National Anthem and to proclim the
first Philippine Republic on June 12,
1898

Ahlmugh \hsonry is not a° refi-
gion, it is a sincere worship where
good men of various persuasions, ir-
respective of race,-creed and color,
unite in splendlid conjunction of spirit-
ual dissimilars. This is tnade passi-
ble by a voluntary renunciation of
religious discords and their intense
unification into an enduring concord
by spreading the cement of tolerance
and thus, the Venerable Fraternity
has been enacted on the impregnahle
bed rock of brotherly love. Herein
lies the strength of Masonry.

In the heydays of the infamous
Spanish Inquisition, when tyranny,
superstition and fanaticism had their
imperial sway, when to speak the
truth meant martyrdom and death,
Masonry raised its solitary voice in
vigorious protest to despotism and
it proclaimed to the four winds that
it was man's inalienable right to
know and to worship God according

Tum to page 27
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SERVICE IN MASONRY . . .

From page ¢

10 the dictates of his upright cen-
science. The voice of Masonry tra-
velled through the corridors of time
until April 11, 1963, when it was
picked up by good Pope John XXIII
who adopted said tenet and proclaimi-
the following :

“Every human being has the
right to know God according to the
dictates of his upright conscience
and therefore, the right to worship
God, privately and publicly.”

At long last the Freedom of
Thought was given due recognition.
This was a Iurbmvvcr of good tidings.
This gave birth to I — the

ownership of heaven above? Since
time immemorial, people have been
crying for peace, peace, and peace!
Liut there is no peace. llow could we
have peace if Drothers fight one
another? To achieve peace through-
out the world, MASONRY is the
answer.

members of the Su-
preme Council, 33° A, & A. S. R. as
individuals have led the Philippine
Rural Reconstruction Movement for
the improvement of the material, mo-
ral and intellectual well—being of the
poor farmers and peasants. The re-
sults have leen so encouraging that
almost all peoples over the world have

great movement for the unification of
all Christans, Truly the future is
radiant with the color of hope — hope
for a better understanding — hope
for a better tomorrow.

The population of the world is
around three (3) Villion. Only one
third (1/3) is Christian.  Of the
Christians, 600 millivn ar Catholics.
250 million are Protestants and 150
million are Orthodox

Leumenism is good. It is a step
in the right direction which has long
been overdue.  Masonry, which s
more ancient than any of the world’s
living religions gous one step forward.
It has worked and will continue to
work for the unification not only of
all Christians but including the Mo-
hammedans, the Buddhists and other
people of the workl who profess dii-
ferent  religious creeds.  For how
eoubd we achieve the desired Brother-
hood of Men under the guidance of
« universal LFather unless men learn
to Jove one another as brothers and
s members of one great family, ir-
respective of race, color and creed?
Hiow conld we achieve peace in this
workd if some religions denominations
preached that they have the monopoly
of all carthly virtues and the absolute
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1 the same . Bumt
our metropolitan papers did not give
enough publicity for a job welil done.

On February 6, 1967. when the
hierarchy of the Roman Catholic
Church  announced its intention to
hold a Congress for Rural Develop-
ment to help our farmers, all the
papers  throughout the Philip~
s carried the news in bold head-
lines for several d: and many of
our affluent countrymen at once sent
their pledges of monctary contribu-
tions which totalted £275,000.00. That
spirit of splendid cooperation is wor-
thy of emulation.

“The Supreme Council, 33° A, &
A. S, R. sponsored the Philippine
Ruml Reconstruction Project of the
Barria of Thirtcen (13) Martyrs of
Cavite Ci The Rotarians, the
Lions. the laveees and other civie as-
sociations helped in the development
of the worthy project. But our af-
fluent members did not send in their
valuable contributions.  Hercin lies
the weakness of Masonry. Let us
wake up (rom our complacency. Let
us wake up to reality, Let us keep
on keeping on.

Faith, HMope and Charity are the
attributes of a worthy Master Masol

Turn to mext pi




Charity is derived from the latin word
“caritas” which wmecans Love. Be-
cause a Mason's faith in God is all
enduring, it has given him victory
over the grave — a resurrection after
death to a glorious life ctermal!

Faith, hope and love. And God
Himself is LOVE. Every act of
charity which a man does is a spark
of divine will which increases his
power to do better. This gives him
the inspiration and the courage to
face death. Remomber only those
who are not afrail to die are fit to
live.  This seli-confidence develops
into inner peace. And this inner
peace ripens into man’s perfect har-
mony within himsell. This makes all
the difference. To be at peace with
the world and in perfect harmony
within himsclf are divine attributes
which money cannot buy and for
which every Master Mason ought to
be grateful.

Masonry has done a lot for wus.
What have we. as individual Masons,
done for Masonry? Masonry prac-
tices charity without panfare — with-
out the blare of trumpets nor a raffle
of drums, becanse an act of chanty
that is advertised at once loses its
efficacy just like love when expressed
in words at once diminishes its purity.

“Take hoed that ye do mot your
alms before men to be seen of them,
otherwise ye have no reward of
your Father which is in heaven.

Therefore when thou doest thine

alms, do not sound a trumpet be-

fore thee, as the hypoerites do in
the synagogues and in the streets,
that they may have glory of men.

Verily I say unto vou, they have

their reward. But when thou doest

alms, let not thy left hand know
what thy right hand doeth, that
thine alms may be in secret; and
thy Father which seeth in secret
himself shall reward thee openly.”

“And when thou prayest, thou
shalt not be as the hypocrites are,
for they love to pray standing in
the synagogues and in he corners

of the streets thut they may be
seen of men. Verily 1 say unto
you, they have their reward. But
thou, when thou prayest, enter in-
to thy closet, and when thou hast
shut thy door, pray to thy Father
which is in secret, and thy father
which seeth in sccret shall reward
thee openly.” (The Four Gaspels,
p. 308, The Bible in Brief, A digest
of the King James Version by Pe-
ter V. Rosa, New York, 1943).
There are only two things worth
while: “To do that which is worthy
of being written and to write that
which is worthy of being read. And
the greater of these two is the doing.”
‘Therefore, during these crowded
hours of your Joint Masonic Conven-
tion and your Golden Jubilee Cele-
bration, let us pause a moment and
spare a thought for the welfare of
our youth and the stahility of our
Venerable Fraternity. Iet us pre-
pare our Last Will and Testament
and express therein our eternal grati-
tude for all the good things which
Masonry has given us by providing
therein our desire that when we cross
the Shores of Eternity, our mortal
remains Le given funeral Masonic
rites and by l)equcnhlng therein in
favor of our respective Mother
Lodges, our M.W. Grand Ledge and
our Supreme Council; 33° something
tangible to help make Freemasonry
stable, enduring and fruitiul. When
one by one we heed the summons of
our Supreme Grand DMaster to lay
down forever aur working tools, dimit
from our respective symbolic lodges
below and affiliate to the Celestial
Lodge on high, only our hoys — only
our DeMolays can fill in the seats we
shall Jeave behind. It is fit and pro-
per, therefore, that we sponsor and
aid a DeMolay Chapter in every com-
munity where a symbholic Masonic
Lodge stands. We shall never do
anything greater than give our vouth
a break. DeMolay is not only the
flower garden of Masonry but also the
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nursery of honest, sincere and dedi-
cated national leaders. Remember no
DeMolay shall fail as a son, as a lead-
er and as a man. And this Golden
Jubilee shall not have been celebrated
in vain if we can save even one
young men from falling into the pits
of juvenile delinquency and make him
a better son, a law-abiding citizen, and
a dedicated, courageous national lead-
er. That would be the best act of
charity we would ever perform — the
most splendid SERVICE IN MA-
SONRY ! A

TAMANO DONATES QIT.AN, Bro. Mamintal
Tamano,  (111), on  National
Integration, ~ seeing the need of the Grand
Lodge for a Holy (Jniui for ceremonial purposes,
donated one on May 21) 1967. In the picture,
left to right, VW Anieelo Bclisario, DDGM; MW
Mariano Q. Tinio, GM; lin>, Tamano and WB
Mario Itacela, PM (:’b>.

GRAND MASTER AND PARTY. Deputy Grand
Master, FW Joseph Schon, bids MW Tinio bon
voyage at VIP room, ManilaInternational Air-
port. Left to right, Bro. Vicente Guinoo; MW
Esteban Munarriz, GS; MW Tinio; an unidentified
brother; Bro. Emesto Gonzales and

Others 'in Grand Master s Parly for overseas
visitation were: VW Rulir.o S. Rogue, VW Her
mogenes Oliveros, WB Mariano  Lucero.
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GOLDEN RULE From p.S. 14
Thus we must practice the golden
rule at home, in the office and the
world at large; if we are to promote
peace and happiness among men and
Masons everywhere.  The law is
explicit—we must sow, if we expect
to reap—no more, no less. So rule
Number Five to spur others to “treat
us in a wav we would like to be trea-
ted,” is: 117e must make a daily exer-
cise of virtue to strengthen our moral
fibre.

Finally, our knowledge can only
be a power for good if we put it to
use. The steam bubbling with heat
is not properly harnessed without
the engine. The generator is useless
when not connected with the power
lines.  Likewise familiarity with the
rituals, lectures, grips and passwords
of the different degrees is not power;
if these things do not make the Mason
think, feel and act upon the square.
We should harness the power borne
of the wisdom of Truth—not in mere
joining of hands in token of friendship
and brotherly love but in the more
practical wav of putting our minds
:md hearts in the service of men.
For SERVICE is the GOLDEN
RULE in Lambskin. So rule Number
Six to teach others to “love his neigh-
bor as himself,” is: 1l7c must apply
daily our Masonic knowledge.

Consequently, when Masons
throughout the world are truly in-
spired; possess and apply the real
knowledge: are tolerant anti wise in
the ways of men; and are sincerely
dedicated to the moral upliftinent of
mankind (and there is nothing
which time, patience and persever-
ance cannot accomplish’), then people
will gladly work with us in the ser-
vice of the one wise, just, merciful
and loving God: “Doing unto others
as we would have others do unto
s.” Verily, as the Master Jesus has
said: “This is the law and the pro-
phets.” So mote it be. A
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