PASTORAL SECTION

HOMILETICS

¢ John Maguire, C.SS.R.

FourTH SUNDaY ArTER EasTir (May 4)

“It is expedient for you that I go; for if I go not, the
Paraclete will not come to you; but if I go I will send
him to you.,” (Jn, 16.1)

Jesus Chest had worked tremendous changes in His disciples by
His presence, but His wock in this world was now almost complete,
and he tried to explain to them now that it was necessary that he return
in His Father. Not only was it necessary, but it would benefit them.
The Apostles had listened daily to His words, they had eaten with Him,
they had been most impressed by the wonderful example He gave them
in meaningful living. They could not see how they would be helped
by His departure. They could not see the tremendous effect that would
come upon the world from the establishment of the Church. They
could not know that enly when Christ had ascended into heaven, could
He reach the whole world through the members of the Church. They
could not understand these things and therefore they were sad. Bur
Jesus said to them, “It is expedient for you that I go.” And we know
how true these words were. As St. John later wrote; “The Spirit was
not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”

If Jesus Christ was alive to-day, and living in the world; where
would he be? He might be living in Palestine. He might be living
in Rome. He could even be in Manila. But wherever He was, he
would be in contact with only a few people. If we wished to sec Him;
if we wished to talk to Him, we would have to make a journey to
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Palestine, to Rome, or wherever He might be at that particular time.
On the other hand, now that Jesus Chast is in Heaven, at the right
hand of His Father, He works through His Church. If we wish to
visit Him we can do so at any time of the day or night. If you go
to any provincial town, there, in the Church, or barrio chapel, anywhere in
the world, there into your midst comes Jesus Christ Himself.

Bur this is only the beginning of the fruits of Jesus Christ’s As-
cension into Heaven, When he went to Heaven he sent the Holy Spi-
rit into the world. Now the Holy Spirit dwells in the heart of every
Chnstian. [f you meet a poor man in the street and you give him one
peso, you are giving that peso to God, for God is present in that man.
If you help the poor, visit the sick, the imprisoned, anything that you
do for someone else you are doing it for God. God is present in the
poor, in the sick, in the prisoner. You cannot walk down the streets
of Manila without meeting God; he is present in the heart of every
true Christian. He is everywhere waiting for us to do things for Hin.
And all of this because He ascended into Heaven. If he had returned
to His Father in Heaven, this would not be so. If He had not gone
the Holy Spirit would not have been sent.

There is one other thing that we should remember. When we love
God, then God is in us. If we are good Christians, if we are honestly
stiving to do what God wants, then God is our companion at every mo-
ment of the day and night. And what does this mean for us? It means
that we are never alone, never, because God is always there. It means
that if we are sad, we have God to comfort us. It means that in the
time of temnptation we have God to help us. It means that even if we
have no frends in this world, we still have God, to help us, to com-
fort us, to strengthen us. There is no reason to fear, God is our
strength. There is no reason to be sad, God is our comfort. There is
no likelihood of our committing sin, if we’re really aware that God is
there inside us.

In a distant barrio of the Philippines a few years ago, a priest ins-
tructed the children, so that they could go to confession and Holy Com-
munion. None of the children had received Holy Communion before,
so the priest was very careful to teach them the importance of the Sa-
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ceament that they were to receive. On the day of their ficst Commu-
nion, after they had received Communion, one little girl refused to talk
to anyone. When the teachers tried to get her to speak she ran away
and sac by the side of the river. The teacher went and asked the priest
if he would talk to the lictle girl. He did. But she would not an-
swer. He tried for a long time and then he said “why do you refuse
to talk to anyone to-day? You should be very happy, because you have
received God into your heart this morning. “The livtle girl replied,
“Yes, I received God this morning, and I am not going to talk to any-
one else, but God, for the rest of the day. “That little gicl said more
than any priest can ever say in a senmon. God is with us in a very
special way when we receive Holy Communion. He is with us espe-
cially during the Mass but if we love God, He is with us always.

The Apostles could not understand why Jesus Christ said “It is
better for you that I go—" We can understand. We can see that Jesus
was right when he said “It is better for you that I go.” Let us ask
Mary, the Mother of God, to remind us continually that God is with
us.

Frerre Sunpay Arrer Easmir (May 11)

“If you ask the Father anylhing in My Name. He will
give it to you.” ... “Ask and vou shall receive, thal
your joy may be full” (In. 16.23)

A few years ago, there was 2 beautiful article in a Catholic magazine.
It was written by a woman, the mother of seven children. It was writ-
ten very simply, as such a mother would speak. This is what it said.
“Last month my ten year old son became very sick. He had to go to
the hospital, for the doctor said that he had meningitis. We did not
know what to do. So we prayed. I gathered my children around me
and I said to them, ‘Jimmy is very sick. We must ask God to make him
better.” After a while we were all praying most of the day. Going
around the house I would ralk 1o Geod, asking him to help us. The
doctors said that Junmy would die, but 1 did not think so, because,
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all day I could hear my three year old daughter whispering to herself;
“Jimmy is sick; please, Jesus, make him better. God be good, and make
Jimmy bettee.” Yesterday Jimmy came home, completely cured. Now [
know as I have never known before that Geod is always listening. For
the last few weeks. I have often had no hope, except when 1 talked
to God. And I often asked myself, “What would I do if T was a pagan
—What would a pagan do?”

You should thank God every day, my dear brethren, that you have
been born into a Christian home. You know that God loves you, you
know that He died because he loves you. You know that He sent
the Holy Spirit into the world, to teach and comfort us, because He
loves us. You know that this same God Who loves us so much has
said, “Ask the Father anything in My Name and He will give it to
you—ask and you shall receive that your joy may be full.”

There are people who say: “I cannot avoid sin.” Do these people
doubt the words of Jesug Christ Himself? Do they not know that
He bhas said, “Ask the Father anything in My Name and He will
give it to you.” There are others who will say; “I cannot keep away
from this occasion of sin, or from this sinful companion.” Are they
pagans? Have they forgotten that God loves them so much, that He
has said. “Ask the Father ANYTHING in my name and He will
give it to you?” Then there are people who say: “I cannot pray, I
never feel like praying, I am always distracted.” Are these people un-
able to talk? God did not tell them to feel fervent. He did not tell
them to clear their minds of everything else. He told them, “Ask
and you will receive that your joy may be full.”

If you can talk, then you can pray. Prayer is talking 10 Ged.
If you want something from your neighbour, you know how to ask him.
If you need something from God ask Him also. God could have given
us everything that we need to get to heaven, but He did not, because
he wanted us to ask Him for things. He wanted us to talk to him.
He knew that if he gave us everything we would soon forget about Him,
and He did not want that. He wanted us to talk to him, He wanted
to show His love for us, by giving us the things that we asked for. He
said “Ask the Father anything in my name—"
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And when did He speak these words? He spoke them just before
He died, so that we would not forget them. Many times in the sermons
thac He preached to the people He had said that we should pray, many
times He had reminded us to ask, but at the Last Supper, before He
went out to die, He repeated once again: “Ask”. And this time
he added “Ask in My Name”, for He wanted us to know that after
the Ascension, He himself, would be at the right hand of His Father
in Heaven, to intercede for us, to add force to our prayers. In other
words, when we ask the Father anything in His name, He Himself will
ask for it, and therefore, we will certainly receive what we ask for.

When you have problems say to God, “Help me dear Jesus,
Jesus, help me.”” When things go wrong, talk to God about them, tell Him
your troubles and ask Him to help. He is interested in You. He
wants you to talk to Him. He wants to help you. He loves You.
There 13 no need to speak to God by means of formal prayer. Do
what He has said, ‘Ask.’ “Ask and receive that your joy may be fpl].”
Let us ask Mary, the Mother of God to teach us how o talk to her
Son, our Brother.

Tire Suxpay oF May—ASCENSION

“Go into the whole world and preach the Gospel to
every creature.” (Mark, 16.15)

Jesus Christ gave these instructions to His Apostles, and they car-
ried them out very well, as St. Marck tells us in His Gospel. “They
going forth, preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and
confirming the Word, with the signs that followed. “The Apostles
went where they could, spreading the message that Ged had given to
them, but it was not possible for them to go everywhere, and their lives
were only short, so that it is easy for us to see that these words were
meant, not only for the Apostles but for their successors. All the
Bishops of the Church to-day are continuing this work, all the priests
of the world are helping them, and in a different way, every Chrstian
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in the world must play his part in carrying out the command of Christ.
“Go into the whole world and preach the Gospel to every creature.”
I say in a different way, for it is not your obligation to preach the word
of God from the pulpit, yours is the task of proclaiming the same Gos.
pel, by word and deed, in every action of your life. Whether in the
factory, in the office, in the streets, or in your own home, you must
lead a Christian life, so that everyone that you meet, can see that you

really believe in God, really love Him, and that you live according to
that belief.

When Jesus gave His command to the Apostles, it could only be
carried out by speaking, even printing had not yet been invented. There
was no Radio, no telephone. The only way that they could spread
the Word of God was by speaking. But now, that has changed. God
has given us many wonderful gifts, especially in the field of Commu.
nications, He has given us these things to help us, and in order that
we might help other people. To-day has been proclaimed by the Bis-
hops of the Philippines, “Social Communication” Day. Today
we should cthink about the wonderful gifts that God has given 1o
us, the many wonderful conveniences that we have, that people one
hundred years ago did not have. We have television, telephone, radio,
satellite communications, it may not be very long before there is a
man on the moon sending back messages to the earth. These are won-
derful things, and they have been made possible by the cooperation of
man's efforts with the gifts of God. And God is very happy about these
things. But like all gifts of Ged, they can be used for good or evil.
Outs is the obligation to see that these things are used for good.

If you are the owner of a newspaper, a television producer, an edi-
tor, a journalist, then you have at your disposal a tremendous power
for good or evil.  But most of us do not have this power. What
then can we do to improve the effects of the Social Communications
in the weorld to-day? There is a lot that we can do. It is very well
known that if no-one likes a radio programme, it does not survive for
long. If nobody watches a certain rtelevision show it will be short
lived. If you ask any advertising expert, he will tell you that the
owners and operators of television know exactly when the most peo-
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ple are watching their programmes. This means that you and I really
control these programmes. Every time you turn off a programme that
is no good, you are helping to kill that programme. Your part may
be a very small one, but it is a very real one.

Every time you buy a newspaper or refuse to buy a certain news
paper, you are effecting the future of that newspaper. If no one wants
w read a certain magazine, it is already going out of print.

Now how can we decide what programmes we should watch, what
magazines we should have in our homes? How can we decide whether
a programine that we are viewing or listening to, i1s worthy of Christians?
We can decide very simply; just ask yourself from time to time. “If
Jesus Christ came to visit us to-night, would we have to i off the
television, or would He sit down with us and watch this programme?
If Jesus came to see us, would we have to throw out some of the maga-
zines and comics that are now on the table in the living room? Would
we be able to read to Him the article that we are now reading in this
newspaper? Would I have to get someone to talk to Jesus ar the door,
while I removed the magazines and comics, changed the programme
on the television, turned off the radio, or got rid of the friend witn
whom I was gossiping on the telephone? If 1 would have to do any
of these things, then 1 am not doing what God expects of me. I am
not carrying out the command of Christ to spread His message to the
world. I am not the living example to the world of the message of
Chnist that I should be. I am not doing what Ged wants me to do.  Ra-
member what you do may not be much, but.if you do not do it, th:
Gospel of Jesus Christ will take a little longer to spread to the rest of
the world. Jesus Christ is depending on you to help Him. Don't let
Him down. God has helped man 1o produce many things, many won-
decful things, for entertainment, for enjoyment, and communication, Lzt
us do our part to see that these things are used for good and not for
evil.

Let us pray every day to the Mother of God, that she will help
us to use the gifts of God, for the purpose for which they were intended

by Ged.
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Pentecost (May 25)

“The Advocate the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in My Name, He will teach you all things, and
bring to your mind whatever 1 have said to you.” (Jn.
14.26).

St. Peter was not a brillant man. He probably never went to
school. He knew a lot about fishing. He probably did not know much
else before He met Jesus Christ. When Jesus was being tried before the
High Priests in Jerusalem, Peter decnied that he knew Him, because
he was afraid that he tco would be executed. We executed. We read
in the Gospels, that Si. Johnn was atr the foot of the Cross, also Mary
Magdalene, but no mention is made of Petei. He was not there. When
Jesus Christ was in most need of comfort, Peter was not there, he was
afraid, he was ashamed to be known as a friend of Jesus. And yet this
same Peter, who was afraid of the soldiers, ashamed that he might be
recognized as a man different to any other, unlcarned, hopeless in public
relations, stood up in the midst of the crowds on the first Pentecost
Sunday, and preached to them. And what did he say? Did he apolo-
gise, did be speak in praise of them? No! This is what he said;
“Men of Israel, listen to this! Jesus of Nazareth was a man approved
by God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which Ged
did through Him in the midst of you, as you yourselves know Him,
when delivered up—you have crucified and slain by the hands of wicked
men. God has raised Him up.” The fact that St. Peter could preach
such a sermon, to the very men who had crucified Christ is extraordinary,
but we read further in the Scriptures, that as a result of this sermon,
three thousand people received his word and were baptized.

Why could St. Peter, who a few days before had been so afraid,
so unlearned, suddenly become a great preacher, and deliver one of
the most sensational sermons of all time? Because he had received the
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit foretold by Jesus Christ. Who will teach
you all things, and this same Holy Spirit is in your hearts and souls
this morning. Will you say: “I cannot aveid sin,” when you have this
same Holy Spirit to show you how? Will you say: “I do not have the
strength to break with these bad companions,” when you have the Holy
Spirit, to strengthen you, the same Holy Spirit, Who gave St. Peter
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the strength to overcome his shame? Will you say: “I am ashamed to

appear different 1o other people”, when you have the Holy Spirit 10
strengthen you?

You, my dear brethcen, are Christians, yours is a special life, you
must be a shining example to the world of the teachings of Christ
in practice. If you are to be a good Christian then you must suffer,
from the world, from temptations, perhaps from your own friends and
relations. But you have the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, with you
always. He will help you to understand that yours is the tewe hap-
piness. Yours is the happiness of knowing that you are doing what
God wants you 10 do, and that whatever happens to you, God will be
there to help. You are not worried by the false teachings of the news
papers and public opinion, because you know that the Holy Spirit will
show you the truth. You are not afraid of having too many children
although others are telling you that you should be practising sinful
birth-control, because you know that the Holy Church has laid down
very explicitly what the conduct of Christians should be, and Jesus
Christ told us that the Holy Spirit would be with the Church for all
time to teach it the truth. You are not ashamed to act as a christian
in company-keeping, because you know that although the world of
movies and magazines has a different code of action, you are right.
Even if all vour friends are acting differently you will not be affected
by them, you will not be ashamed to do what God wants, because you
have the Holy Spirit to help vou. Whatever difficulties come up in
your life you will be able to ask yourself, *“What would Jesus Chnst
want me to do in this case?” And you will not be afraid to act, be-
cause the Holy Spirit is there strengthening you. Yours is the wonder-
ful vocation of showing to the world, by vour example, what a true
Christian should be. Yours is the happiness of knowing that God s
on your side. Yours is the life of love, love of God, the life which
no-one can take awav from yvou because the Holv Spirit will be there
to help you. He will teach vou all things and bring to your mind, at
the night times, the teachings of Christ. He did this for St. Peter, and
He will do it for you; that is whv He was sent into the world.

Let us pray each day to the Mother of God that she will give us
a love and awareness of the Holy Spirit, who is always with us to help us.



