i an Sobotifr By
armed forces~

HE AFP Language School is the
first and only one of its kind in
the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines. At present the school of-

fers a course of instruction in the China

ese (Mandarin) language. Future plans
include the opening of classes for the
study of the Japanese, Indonesian and

Russian languages.

The school’s first course which lasted
for 45 weeks and known as the Man-
darin Class No. 1 terminated recently
with the graduation of 17 officers who
&re now in the various services of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines.

The study of the Chinese language
was the brainchild of *Captain Rafael N.
Pargas (PN) who long before the
opening of the Language School felt the
need of training.some officers of the
AFP to speak, read and write Chinese.
In the translation of this idea into real-
ity the the AFP was fortunate in being
assisted by two brilliant and unselfish
Americans, the Rev. Fr. Thomas D.
Carroll,’S.J. and Mr. Collin M. Hoskins,
a well-known Manila Realtor.

The objective of the Mandarin course
is to give officers basic training in
spoken and written Chinese and to be
able to present as much factual knowl-
edge as possible about China and the

Chinese people. One of the prerequiaites.

for admission to the AFP Language
School is the ntufnctory passing of an
aptitude test.

Three qualified instructors composed
the wuhng staff of the Mandarin
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Course, namely Mr. Lucien Pan, Me.
Chen Ping I and Miss Julie Chan, Mr.
Pan was born of a Chinese father and
a French mother and was educated in
St. Paul's College in Chungking, China.
He served as official interpreter in the
Chinese Nationalist Army attached to
the U.S. Army in the China-Burma-In-
dia Theater during the last war. He
was a member of the teaching staff of
the Advanced Chinese Course at Cha-
banel Hall, Jesuit Chinese Language
School at the time of his assignment
with the AFP Language School. Mr.
Chen Ping I is a holder of B.S.E. and
A.B, degrees from the Fukien Christian
University in China. He was formerly
professor in Chinese at the Far Eastern
University, National Teachers’ College,
Quezon College and the Institute of
Foreign Affairs in the Department of
Foreign Affairs. He has had twenty
years of experience in the teaching pro-
fession, having been principal teacher
in several Chinese schools in the Philip-
pines and in China, Miss Chan has
been a private tutor in Chinese to many
American officers. She has.to her cre-
dit fourteen years of experience in
teaching the Chinese language.

The system of instruction is thorough
and comprehensive, patterned after that
of Yale and Georgetown universities in
the United States. The system was in-
troduced by Rev. Thomas D Carroll of
the Society of Jesus who is a Doctor of
Philosophy in Oriental Languages from
thé University of California. The Man-
darin Course is divided into three gen-
eral phases, namely reading, writing,
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and advanced reading and‘writing.

READING—The first phase of ins-
truction, covering a period ¢ nineteen
weeks, is the introduction of spoken
Chmese and Chinese grammar, done in

style; P under-

reads pattern sentences, translates,
them, and explains grammatical cons-
tructions for the purgose of making
clear the meaning of passages read. The
students then are required to repeat the
series of sentences which successively

standing, reading, and writing of Rom-
anized words are first learned. The
oral-aural approach is used exclusively
during the first two weeks. No refer-
ence is*made to the grammar. The stu-
dents mimic the instructor’s pronuncia-
tion in unison. The mimicry is a stage
of learning of the spoken language
which attempts to fix pronunciation ha-
bits. The actual study of textbooks in
spoken Chinese is started on the third
week, after sixty-two (62) hours of ins-
truction on phonetic. Reading lessons
serve as a basic for understanding and
conversation. Thirty-one (31) hours
of instruction are spent in the class-
room per week, of which eighteen are
devoted primarily to understanding and
reading the romanized words.

The instructor introduces a lesson
every day during the first hour. He

Mmbmafﬂuliﬂligmucm - of the AFP
the Chin in o

the same,
through the materials as many times as
possible during the hour. Mistakes in
pronunciation are corrected to teach
the sounds or inflections. Considerable
drill is made after the introduction of
the vocabulary and pattern sentences.
After an hour of drill, the class is divi-
ded into two groups. One group con-
tinues with the drill of the lesson just
introduced while the other group list-
ens to tape recordings in the speech lab-
oratory and get acquainted with the
correct pronunciation of the words and
word groups of the same lesson under
the supervision of another instructor.
After another hour the two groups are
interchanged. A review of the lesson of
the previous day is usually done by a
student who gives a moderate, well-mo-
dulated reading. Questions are asked
on the meaning of the vocabulary,
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A group oi soldier-students practice w
lessons in Mandarin,

phrases, and sentences to assure gene-
ral comprehension. This again is fol-
lowed by the introduction of the new
lesson. Under [such system, students
memorize from the the text the sen-
tences which best

Instructors are Miss Julie Chan and Mr.

ng Chinese characters as part of their

Lucien Pan.

acter is written, the instructor by way
of explanation usually associates the
character with a similar thing or object
as an aid to the students for memoriz-
ing. Considerable exercise is made af-
ter the i The are

ical constructions after they understand
them. This has been found to be more
gffective than attempting to analyze in
detail"the component parts of the sen-
tence.

WRITING :—The s&cond phase of the
instruction is Character Writing. On
the twenty-second week of instruction
the students study the derivation and

of Chinese ch the
unnlynu of Chinese characters by mdi»
cals and Chinese caligraphy. During
the succeeding seventeen weeks, they
learn to all rms

dictated either singly or in word groups,
the students writing them either on
their own papers or on the blackboard.
The instructor dictates the reading les-
son of the day adding, if time permits,
variations by composing sentence of the
previously learned vocabulary. Dicta-
tions are corrected the day they are
given and returned the same day or, at
latest, the first hour of the next day.

ADVANCE READING AND WRIT-
ING—The third phase involves advance
md.ing snd wﬂﬁng with emphulu in

of

learned ’in the first phase into Chmese
characters comprising 214 radicals and
888 phoneties. During this phase the

docu-
ments. The ltudents learn the types and
usage of dictionaries, glossaries, year-
books; the meaning, use, and recogni-

students study about 1,600
most of them representing more than
one meaning.

Mimeographed characters of the voca-
buln-y by lessons are issued to the stu-
dents in advance. The instructor n
ally introduces the vocabulary, ll‘zx‘?ly
writes the character in big strokes
the blackboard, at the same time mnu
the ltmkuhnnd numbers them

tion of to civil af-
fairs and military fields; and translite-
ration of names of foreigners, Chinese
newspaper terms, Chinese military terms
and commands, unist terms, diplo-
matic terms, and important geographic
features, etc. This phase covers a pe-
riod of four weeks and at this stage,
the students learn to translate docu-
ments frum Chinese into English- and
vwa versa with the aid of the diction-

They are required to deliver a
lhnrt imlmlmmu talk on a zlven lnb!ect



Reverend Father Thomas D. Carroll,

who was a big help in the establishment
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of the language school, and Reverend Father Philip Bourett demonstrate the use

of an oscillograph machine in language

at least three times a week.

After sufficient vocabulary has been
learned, at least one afternoon each
week is scheduled for the students to
visit downtown Chinese schools to effect
a practical free conversation with the
Chinese community; attendance in down-
town Chinese movie theaters to see full-
length Chinese movies and plays; and
play games and converse with the Chi-
nese seminarians at the St. Joseph Se-
minary, at Quezon City in order .to

lessons.
machines, and 20 half sound-proot
booths. All lessons taken in the course

are recorded by the instructor, and
played back to the students after each
lesson’s introduction. The tape record-
ings are made in such a manner that
the students, after hearing a sentence,
have sufficient time to repeat it. The
instructor listens to what the students
repeat, and correct them. For a student
with special difficulties in pronuncia-
tion, a tape recording is made of the

practice and polish their y. In
addition, the students are required to
read at least twenty (20) selected books
on the history and culture of China, to
include its regional diversion, area, po-
pulation, physical isti cus-

instructor repeated by
that student. Both Voices are played
back and the two voices are compared.
The student can hear his own mistakes,
By this the student can easily correct
his iati &

toms und traditions of the Chinese pcople
and country; and also on the economic,
cultural and geographic conditions of the
different regions of China. They are
also required to learn Chinese songs
and poems. Examinations are given
three hours a week, hased on the week's
coverage. Examinations consist of the
oral examination, where each student ap-
pears for fifteen minutes before a com-
mittee of three instructors, and the writ-
ten examination which includes transla-
tion from English into Chinese, Chinese
to English, and dictation in English
written in Chinese,

The school has a modern speech lab-
oratory, equipped with tape recording
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In view of the success of the first
course, the AFP Language School is
contemplating to open on 12 October
1953, two courses; One in Mandarin
and the other in Nippongo. The School
also plans to open courses in the Indo-
nesian language next year and on the
Russian language in 1955. This year,
the School is prepared to accommodate
civilian students from the Department of
Foreign Affairs as well as the different
government entities in the Philippines,
provided, however, that their applica-
tion for enrollment is approved by the
Secretary of National Defense and they
pass the aptitude test.




