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SELF-RELIANCE

’Translating a 
concept into 
concrete terms

“We cannot depend on anyone ex-
cept the Filipino, and ultimately, 
when the chips are down, we must 
fight and work for our own survival 
and move and progress on our own for 
our country and people.”

When President Marcos made this 
statement last week, on the occasion 
of Philippine Air Force Day and Avia-
tion Week, he was reaffirming not 
merely a concept — that of self- 
reliance. He was also reaffirming a 
confidence he has always held, a con-
fidence in the capacity of the Filipino 
to translate that concept into con-
crete, meaningful terms.

The President underscored the same
theme on two other occasions during
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the week — when he received visiting 
members of the United States War De-
fense College and in his speech at the 
commemoration of the 31st an-
niversary of the Fall of Corregidor.

Ifideed, it*was s'eff reliance that cat 
ried the nation through the stormy 
last quarter of 1972. It is this same 
concept that sets the tone for the cur-
rent reformation program in the Phil-
ippines.

Since early last year, the nation was 
in the throes of a violent upheaval. 
The economy was shattered; the mass-
es were growing increasingly restive; 
leftist and rightist groups were chal-
lenging the authority of the govern-
ment; law and order had become a mi-
rage.

By September, things were fast get-
ting out of hand. But the Filipino na-
tion was able to pull itself together 
and, doing this, began making substan-
tial gains in nearly every aspect of na-
tional life.

In his Air Force Day speech, the 
President acknowledged the help ex-
tended by allies, including the United 
States and members of the Southeast 
Asia Treaty Organization, but he said 
no people could become strong if they 
depended on any other power.

The statement was directed both to 
the Filipino soldier in particular and 
to the entire nation in general.

He said it was necessary for the Fili-
pino people to realize that they could 
not continue to depend on their allies 
or any agreement, “military or other-
wise.”

“We must depend on ourselves 
alone,” he said.

Depending on themselves and 
making the most of their limited 
resources, the Filipino nation, through 
a democratic revolution, succeeded in 
quelling the communist and rightist 
rebellions and made significant head-
way in efforts to contain the seces-
sionist movement in Mindanao, the 
President told members of the US Na-
tional War College who called on him 
a few days after Air Force Day.

In addition, he said, seven basic re-
forms had been achieved in less than 

eight months of martial law. These in-
cluded marked improvement in peace 
and order conditions; bigger share for 
labor in the benefits of moderniza-
tion; land reform for which P2 billion 
*had already been sett aside; economic 
development; educational reforms; 
and increased social services such as 
the implementation of the Medicare 
program.

“These reforms,” the President 
said, “had eradicated the valid griev-
ances which were the causes of discon-
tent and unrest in the old society.”

As for the Mindanao problem, he 
said, it could be handled by the coun-
try herself and would not necessitate 
foreign assistance.

He told the War College members 
that the Philippines was maintaining a 
posture of self-reliance and had ini-
tiated negotiations regarding US bases 
in the country.

In his Air Force Day and Aviation 
Week speech, the President said he 
was encouraging the concept of self- 
reliance initiated by the Armed Forces 
and the Department of National De-
fense, “to make the nation move for-
ward and attain progress on the basis 
of our limited resources.”

It was in the same spirit, the Pres-
ident said, that the people in Min-
danao, both Muslims and Christians, 
had asked to be armed in order to pro-
tect themselves against the insurgents. 
In Cotabato alone, some 24,000 ci-
vilians asked that they be armed, but 
although only one-half could be given 
arms, they were enough “to turn the 
tide of battle in favor of the govern-
ment.”

Self-reliance is the underlying con-
cept in other areas of Philippine life. 
The various socio-economic programs 
of the government today are aimed at 
the goal of making the country move 
forward on the basis of its own 
strength. Thus, while foreign invest-
ments are encouraged — and, indeed, 
there are far more incentives today 
than were available before — the main 
responsibility for attaining progress 
lies in the nation itself.

And the country is doubling its ef-

forts to make full use of its own local 
resources.

Through the tax amnesty decrees, 
the Philippines realized an additional 
income o/ P830 million, which mean?, 
more funds for economic ana social 
development projects. To liberate the 
small farmers and to bail them out 
from centuries of poverty, the Pres-
ident, in one of his latest moves, or-
dered the development of Mindanao 
swamplands into family-sized fish-
ponds for lease to people in the re-
gion. The land reform program, now 
being implemented all over the coun-
try, is designed not only to give land 
to the landless but also to increase 
agricultural production and further 
bolster the Philippine economy, ulti-
mately bringing about a better life for 
all.

Also geared toward the same ul-
timate objective are such measures as 
the overhauling of the educational 
system, dispersal of industries, man-
power training programs, and up-
dating of labor laws to meet the needs 
of present-day society.

Along with his reaffirmation of the 
concept of self-reliance, the President 
cited the continuing challenges faced 
by the Filipino nation.

“The professed solutions to the 
problems confronting our nation are 
often easier said than done,” he said. 
“But it is action, deeds that are need-
ed. There is no other time in our history 
than the present for men of action to 
come forward, men who can deliver 
the goods when it is needed and where 
it is needed.”

More than ever, he exuded con-
fidence that Filipino could “deliver 
the goods.”

He said: “The Philippines can and 
will attain its rightful place in the 
community of nations. The Filipino 
has the genius and the will to gain the 
forefront in leadership in this part of 
the world. But we must begin by 
meeting the challenges within our own 
country, by using our patience, our 
energies, our will, our courage, to 
change the course of our nation.”


