The sharpest post-war
increase was in the Quiapo
area. This is explained by the
fact that Quezon Avenue had
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between the 1941 figures and

up to double these figures. Yet

sipce 1941 the population of the metropolitan area has
tripled, and there is a distinct shortdge of desirable building
sites and locations for business and services catering to this
increased population. .

When we consider improved properties, the question *

of building costs arises. The average increase in building
costs is now 3.6 times 1941 costs. There is a gradual drop-
ping of construction costs, but it does not seem likely that
a normal gost-war cost basis will be reached for another
year or two. In all probability, when a normal price and
supply situation is reached on construction materials, we
will find that our building costs will level off at about double
the 1941 figures. )

. Residential rental construction has become negligible
In recent months, in view of an executive order limiting
hO\lSll:lg rents to 12% of the assessed value. Despite this
drop in residential rental construction, house rentals have
eased considerably, due to the extensive construction of
homes for owners’ use. Owners have thereby released
houses to renters.

Port of Manila
By H. W. Tirus
Luzon Stevedoring Company, Inc.

N past months the writer of this column has taken oc-
casion to point out difficulties created by the type of
packing employed by firms exporting to the Philippines.

It has been pointed out that effective remedial action can
and should be taken by insurance and shipping companies
by so adjusting their rates for certain types of containers
as to minimize losses caused by insufficient packing. An
interesting discussion of this subject is that of Al.vin S. Ro-
berts, Manager of the Insurance Company of North Amer-
ica, in a recent issue of the Canadian Exporter in which
he points out that since the close of World War II, for every
dollar lost in cargoes as the result of a “major” casualty
at sea, two dollars are lost as the result of damage and loss
of a “preventable” nature. Under preventable losses are
listed fresh-whter d breal leal lack
oil-damage, theft, pilferage, non-delivery, etc. In all of
these preventable losses one factor is outstanding, — that
of insufficient or improper packing.

In other words, poor packing continues to be a source
of trouble for every one concerned: the shipper, the consignee,
the steamship company, and the insurance company. Le-
gally, of course, if poor packing can be shown in the case
of cargo-losses where the carrier has carefully loaded, hand-
led, sfowed, carried, and discharged such cargo, the steam-
ship company is absolved of responsibility. Actua]ly,‘ a
great bulk of the claims with which steamship companies
are plagued today, is directly traceable to improper paclf-
aging of goods shipped, and, even though not the responsi-
bility of the ship, requires costly time and effort in checking
and handling correspondence. Shippers and consignees,
alike, relying on the insurance companies to protect them

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION IN MANILA: 1936 TO 1948
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October. . ... 363,120 971,780 718,190 645,310 738,700 699,040 639,030 4,630,550 6,747,240
November. . 460,720 320,890 972,310 461,580 485100 315930 1,364,310 4,373,390 7,088,283
December. . 648,820 849,160 503,230 1,105,970 333,490 67,553 1,605,000 5,034,600 4,924,320
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Compiled by the Bureau of the Census and Sta_tisiics from data supplied by the City Engineer's Office.
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in their claims, lose sight of the fact that the losses due to
insufficient packing inevitably affect insurance rates, freight
rates, and in the end may jeopardize the entire market, as
consumers must in time rebel against paying higher prices
for goods or accepting damaged goods because a few cen-
tavos have been saved by using an inferior type of container
or packing. Alvin Roberts, in the article referred to,
summarizes a few exceedingly valu@ble suggestions on
types of containers available for export packing:

‘‘Nailed Wood Crates

“Open crates are not recommended unless the contents are of an
almost indestructible nature. Use fully sheathed crates with enough
i and di: o d that the crate
can withstand by itself heavy lateral blows and a great deal of unevenly
distributed superimposed weight. Interior item should be substantially
skidded and preferably bolted to crate-base through decking and skids.
Line interior of crate (except base) with waterpoof paper. Use preser-
vative — not any old oil — on metal surfaces of contents subject to
corrosion.

“Nailed Wood Boxes

“Design to meet export requirements and use the best seasoned
tumber available. Overloading is just as fatal as leaving inside free
space which permits the load to shift. Don’t use second-hand boxes.
Where contents are valuable and pilferable, use pilferproof clips.

“Cleated Plywood Boxes

“Use plywood strong enough for export. Provide sufficient inter-
mediate cleats so that unframed area in any direction between cleats
does not exceed 24 inches.

“‘Barrels (Slack or Tight)

“Properly dog all hoops. Reinforce heads with cleats applied at
right angles to cants.

*Fibreboard Cartons

‘‘Don’t use domestic cartons for export. They are neither designed
or sold for this use, being wide open to crushing and pilferage. If only
these are available, overpack 6 or 8 in an open, slatboard wood crate.

“Marking

*'If contents are subject to pilferage, marks must not reveal contents
or name of well known shipper. Use stencils rather than free
hand marks. Use cautionary handling marks in English and in lan-
guage of country of destination.

‘*Strapping

*“All containers must be strapped; wood boxes around girth and
plywood boxes around cleats. Reinforce sheathed crates with angle
irons at corners and along edges.

“Always give consignees prompt notification of shipments and
urge that they take delivery without delay. The longer a shipment
is in transit, the greater is the exposure to loss or damage.”

Since most of us in the Philippines fall into the cate-
gory of ‘“‘consignees” of shipped goods, the question may
arise as to the applicability of the foregoing tous. The fact
remains that it is we who in the long run pay the costs
of “preventable’” damage; it is we who are in the position
of buyers who can stipulate adequate packing as a part
of our order to the exporter, and insist that adequate stan-
dards of packing be observed.

Ocean Shipping
By F. M. Grspert
Secretary, Associated Steamship Lines

XPORT figures for March of this year showed a slight
increase over exports during March, 1947, ie., 141,-
396 tons for March this year, as against 135,395 tons
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