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A PreSpanish History of the Island of Panay *

INUGBUHAN was a small barrio
S in the southern part of the town

of San Joaquin, Iloilo, on Panay
Island. Long before the coming of
the Spaniards, it was inhabited by
Aetas (Negritos), who named the
barrio- “Ransohan nga daku” (big
place of abode). People who lived in
Aklan (now Capiz), used to come to
this barrio to consult its chief, Datu
Polpulan. .

Datu Polpulan had a son, Marikudo
by name, who was said to be brave,
strong and agile. He could roam the
forests alone, for he had no fear of
forest dwellers, supernatural or other-
wise, like fairies, taleyang (a myth-
ical creature), bawa (elf), and other
talunanon (jungle spirits).

Mighty of arm, Marikude could
pick up logs on nis kaingin as if they
were feathers, logs which were too
heavy for Zour or five men to move.
Swift of foot and adept with his bow
and arrow, he could capture a deer
without the help of man or hound.

7or his remarkable qualities, Ma-
rikudo was elected by the Negritos
to succeed his aging father. But be-
fore ascending to the chieftainship,
he was first required to choose a
bride, according to the customs of his
tribe. The powers of a datu could
be passed on only to his offspring.

Much to the disappointment of the
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daughters of influential families of
the tribe, Marikudo’s choite fell upon
Maniwantiwan, who was descended
from a poor family. The chosen
bride, by the laws of Negritos, could
not refuse to marry the datu-to-be.

Although said to be still in a prim-
itive stage of civilisation, the Negri-
tos had a welloorganised form of so-
cio-economic life The datu, as
supreme head of “the tribe, settled
disputes, imposed punishments and
issued laws. A Council of Elders,
consisting of four members, assisted
in deciding cases and in handling
matters of importance to the common-
weal,

The datu’s heir was not necessar-
ily his oldest son. Whoever among
his sons might prove to be the
bravest, even if he was the youngest,
was chosen his successor.

Offenses considered the gravest
and punishable by hanging, burying
alive, or drowning in the sea were:
robbery, seduction of unmarried
women, and adultery.

The killing of a person in fair
fight, as a test of bravery and skill,
was rewarded rather than punished.
The victor was entitled to marry the
daughter of a respected family. On
the other hand, murder, especially if
committed with treachery, was pun-
ishable by death.

The Negritos had a high regard for
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their datu. their parents, ard then
elders Th-y were so ¢l -s:ly knit.
that nobody ne=d four of suffering
from want or distress alone. Ilis
kins and neighbours were bound lo
come to his rescue

Tonesly and a sense of henour were
among their virtues. A man wousd
not willfully take a thing be'onsing
to another, without the clher's kiowl-
edge: nor would he enter his neich-
bour's fafm with malicious intent.

. Before . settlers fiom ether londs
ceme . to Sinughuhan, . the original
inhabitants spoke a pure Negrite
language. The dialect of present-
diy Negritos in Panay still rescmble
the ancient form, but with some
changes brought about by their cen
tat with the setilers, the Visayans
ax they called the Borneans
“Farming’ was- one of the chicf
ans of livelihood of the Negritos
They hid their own system of clear-
ing forests during the dry seasen
hurning the trees cut down and util
ising them as fertilizers, in their
farmlands.  From .these farme tilled
during the rainy davs, they usually
reaped a good crovn, unle:s their pro-
duce had been destroyed by wild
Lenrrs and other jungle animals

Men 2ud women wirked symlistic-
ally  Whi'e it was the duty of the
man Lo clear lands and hunt frem
forest and viver, it was the woman's
tesk to plant and harvest rice. and

prepare and prescrve  their  feod
Meat frem deer, pig, fox, lizard, and
fish and shells were among their

cheice foods,

All these work, however, were per-
formed by the man alone when the
woman had just delivercd But the

‘problem of clothing the baby was al-

ways the woemun's

The Negritos first took to clothing
themselves, with the coming of the
Borneans. The men adopted the
brhag tloin cloth), while {he women
covered themselves from the waist to
the middle of their thighs with a
nmanta (paladyong in Vicayan, tapis

“them and their children
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in Tagzalog).  Those who could not
afford to barter a maute covered
themselves in the same fashion with
anit (fiber-like sheath of trees),
leaves. and later. with the skins of
the deer and the fox That was until
they learped to weave blankets cut
of- buri ~fibers, which they caled
hanglo.

They had no monetary system. but
haiter was not unknown to them.
They had a place of exchange where
they plied their goods: tusks of pigs,
horns of deers, shells, crahs. shrimps,
tagalmnok (a specics of medicinal
plant), solid bamboo, violet -ginger,
ete.

A man might maintain two wives
if he were in a rosition to support
The chicf
stignted  the man’s cco-
romic standing hefore sancticning
his marriage  And the wives. who
were treated comally, lived together
in their, hushand’s house.

Vhen a man picked out a givl for
his bride, he conld not just go ahcad
and marry her His elders and hers
had to confer, and upon reaching an
ageeament, prepare a feart if they
could afford it

The counde to be murried. accom-
panied by their relatives. go to a hill,
The bride-clect was made to run a
ance of 100 meters ahead f the
groom, who had to avertrke ber,
When he caught up with her. they
were considered niarried

The Negrito hushand was suid to
be verv considerafe  When his wife
was about to, give birth, he accom-
panied her to.the place which she had
chosen  for a  “hospital™ If the
weather was wet, the husband built
a shed over the place

The child was often named after
the tiee which happened to stapd near
the place where it was delivered If
it were a lumboy tree (duhat, in Ta-
ealog), the clifld was named Ralum-
hivypersy s i it wete a kabudyaiigun (a
specics of wild plant), the child was
named Kabudyuiryui.

sirictly v
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the motlicr wias
(i certain medi
al lunes wnd rools~oue of the best
sneng them heing the huban, a l\n.(l
ol vime A drink of the boiled con-’
coclion from the kebun gives her
Etrength to return home and attend
{o I houscheld chores.

“ive Negrilo house, usually of bam-
boo aud cogen, was poculiarly built,
Krvied close 1o the ground. the top
was vither small or hig. A stove,
wheie live embers glowed day
night, was put in the midde of the
house: serving to keep away the flies
and to warm the feet of the inhabit-
ants during the night-time.

Itlness, in the Negrito concept, was
caused by supernatural beings. The
healer or medicine man, thercfore,
had to carefully determine in which
forest the patient had loitered; what
he had done to arouse the ire of one
of the forest dwellers, as to punish
him.with such an affiiction. It ‘as
the hcaler’s duty to take the food of-
lumg {o the forest to appease the

eing’s anger against his patient.

hould the patient die, he was
buiied immediately. He was allowed
to wear his favourite clothes, since
it was believed that he would come
back anyway for them.

The farm of the deccased, or his
parents’ if he had none, served as
his graveyard. It was believed that
he would hen(cfcnth stand guard
over it.

The corpse was buried in a stand-
ing position, its hcad- exposed above
ground leve! A salakut (a big native
hat) was placed on the head for three
days; then head and salekut were
covered with earth piled up into a
mound.

Lamentations for the dead were
made'moie mournful with music pro-
duced by a lantuy, a 3-holed hamboo
flute. .

Iliness and death, none the less,
were not the only things attributed
to forest heings. A good harvest was
credited to the good graces of these

Jelivery,

and
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spirits, fo whom the people rendet
food offerings. ‘Ylie {rees were be-
lieved (oo, to, harbour telunanon like
the bubug and the funok. Hence, in
clenring lands, the Negritos took great
care not. to hurt or destroy these trees
capecially if there was a tuburan near
them. The fubwran, a small shatlow
well made by nature, was a crealion
of the talununon, according to thcse
people.

Tollowing is a trenslation by Tri-
nidad Tarroga- Subido of the Negri-
to song we ¢ften hear nowadays:

. we indced may be,
ging to the black race,
But, as native to this place,
Like precious diamonds are we.

Ours is double ancestry,
Ard we older are

Than Visayans. Older far
Than the Spaniards are we.
Spaniards in Manila,

Priest in llong-llong,
Crashed to bits our bell,
Cracked apart our agong—
Ringing bell,

 Sounding gong. ..

Erom this short song, we gather
that the Negritos were the first in-
habitants of Panay: that the Bor-
neans who settled on that island in-
ter-married with the aborigines.

* » *

The Coming of the Borneans to Panay

DownN South, in the island of Bor-
nay (Borneo), discontent was. brew-
ing among thc datus, resulling from
the tyranny and cruclty of Datu Ma-
katunaw, Chicf of all the datus in
that place. He had abused the wives
and seized lhe properties of other
datus, Datu Paiburong among them.

Ten of these Bornean datus finally
decided to escape to another island.

They werc: Datu Puti, with his wife

Pinangpangan; Datu Bankaya, with
his wife Katurong; Datu Paiburong,
with his wife Pabulanan; Datu Su-
makwel, with his wife Kapinangan;
Datu Paduhiung, with his wife Ri-
hongsapaw; Datu Domangsol, with
his wife Kahiling; Datu Lubay; Da-
tu Dumangsil; Datu Dumalogdog;
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and Datu Balensuela. ()

Secretly and quietly. they sailed in
their biniday (boat) together with
their wives, slaves, and properties
which they couid take along. They
sailed along the Island of Paragwa
(Palawan), which was said to have
been connected with Borneo until an
earthquake and the eruption of Yol
canocs scparated them mto two dis-
tinct islagds.

In the middle of the sea, east of
Paragwa, they stopped their biniday
to look for a place where to land. And
they sighted Panay. Believing this
island was a better region to land
on, they sailed thither to a point near
the Sirwagan River. Tt was said that
amorg them was a man who had once
been to this place.

Sirwagan River was situated in
tlfe southern part of the town of San
Joaquin, Tloilo province. To its Scuth
was the barrio of Sinughuhan, lerded
over by the voung chief Marikudo.
River and barrio were linked {ogcther
by the Andona Lake.

Into this lake the Borncans sailed
in search for a landing place They
sighted a Negrito fishing, and the
interpretgr, the man who had pre-
viously visited the place, inquired for
the Negrito Chicf.

The coming of the Borncans sent
the Negritos in hiding due to fear.
All, except Marikudo, who got his
how and arrow and bravely faced the
newcomers.

In answer to his query as to what
the Borneans wanted, Datu Puti, {he
Ieader of the settlers. rveplied that
they wanted to buy the barrio called
Simghuhan, if it conld be so'd to
them. Datu Marikude asked for a
frw davs thal he might first consult
the old men ameng his people, and
rromised to nofify the BRorncans of
their decision.

When the Borneans had deparied,
ﬁalu Marikudo sounred the agong

T Balensucla (Soncuvar;
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and the mangmang (cymbals), as a
signal for his people to gather. In-
forming his people of the wish of the
Borneans to settle in their barrio, he
explained that the newcomers wanted
to be their friends.

One of the old men. acting as spokes-
man for the people, declared that they
had no objections to the sale of their
land: that living in the mouwitains
was safer than staying near the sea
where they were constantly in fear
of newcomers who might rob them of
their secret sayings.

The conference over, and the deci-
sion to sell their place to the Bor-
neans agreed upon, Datu Marikudo
ordered that the pedple prepare a
festival in honour of the newcomers.

Next, he sent a messenger to notify
the Borneans. whe were at the monih
of the lake, that they were welcome as
friends to Sinugbhuhan.

The festival was a success.  The
Visayas (as the Negrilos ca'lod the
Borneans) had hrousht gifls a: a
token of their desire to be friends.

After the feast, terms vegarding
the sale of the barrio were discus-ed.
Datu Puti, who was informed of the
extent of the territory which the
Bornecans were huying., stut his slaves
to his boat to get a sadulk or salakot,
and a baliya or botya, which were
bhoth made of gold, and offered these
to Datu Mevikudo in payment for the
Istand of Panay (O

Marikudo, upon sceing these, was
so dazzled by their brilliance that he
snateched the salolot, put it on his
head and danced with jov. Alani-
wantiwan, hi§ wife, said nevertheless
that the sale would not go through
unless she was.given a necklace ‘like
the one worn by Pinangpangan, wife
of Datu Puti.  She preferred the
necklace to the basin.

Upon the advice of her hushand,
Pinangpangan took off her necklace

Balensuela (Santaren).

() One saduh or selahot made of gold was valued 1ifty bas.ines (one bas-ine was 14 ot

+ the atandard coinage); one gold basin cost 1,000 bas-ings:

1§ it was long enough to reach the ground.

and the necklace weighed less, even
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and gave it to Maniwantiwan But
she 1equested the Negrito queen to
give her, in addition to the land her
people was puichasing, one tubuiigus
(a big basket used for storing palay)
of crabs,. one hog with Jong tusks
and wild deer with slanting eyes.
Maniwantiwan agreed to give thuse
things, but asked for time to procure
them |

The Negritos,

believing 'tlmt the

peanle of Borneo had paid a high price |

for their-land, told their Chief that’
thiev would willingly leave behind, as
part of the land, all their cottages.
an”' their crops.

The Negritos left for their new
abode: some left for the meouth of the
Dalanos River, others went to Ka-
badyaigan

Soon after the Negrilos had evac-
vated Sinugbulan, the Bornean da-
tus sent their slaves to set fire to
all the houses in the barvio, except
the one farmerly occupied by Datu
Mearikudo and five others, the clean-
est among the whole lot  Three days
later. except for Datus Lubay, Du-
malogdog Paiburong, Paduhineg. Do-
marigsol. their wives and slaves, the
Rorneans settled in their new'y pur-
chased abode. Nobody knew where
Lubay, Dumalogdog, Paduhinog and
Domangsol went; but DBatu Paibu-
rong. his wife and a slave, went to
live in Lanag, a place located also
in Panay.

Datu Puti called a confersnce and
suggested that they give thanks to
their god, Bulululaw, for their safe
tanding, and invoke his divine help
for their future safety and prosperity
in their new home.

After ceremonies performed by the
Pagli (priest) Bangutbanwa, the datus
were informed of the divine wish
that they transfer to a place along
the lake, which was adjacent to the
sea, for life for them there would
prove more prosperous.

Datu Puti thus instrncted Datu
Sumakwel to look for a suitable place
along the coast for them to settle on.

July

Reaching Malandug, 2 ccastal bar-
rio, Sumakwel spread cut his salibut
and caught plenty of fish which he
smoked .and brought back to Sinug-
buhan. He described Malundug as a
good-place to live in, because the land
was level and good for habitation.
Then too, it was near the ceast
where fish was plentiful.

Datu Puti, therefore, ordered that
his people transfer to Malandug. Be-
fore leaving for their home-to-be,
however. thev were called by the datn
to assemble for an announcement he
had to make

Datu Puti had decided to return to
Borneo, with others who would dexire
to go back with him. He appointed
Datu Sumakwel to act as lcader in

‘his absence, promising to return after

he had put a stop to Makatunaw’s
cruellv  He said he could not live,
peacefully with the thought {(lat
other datus in Borneo were suffering
from their chief's tyranny.

Datu Puti had picked out Sumek-
wel for leader because he was the
o'dest among those to be left in Pa-
nay, and was postessed of good judg-
ment, bhesides being peace-loving and
highly educated.

Puti advised his people to be in-
dustrious and resourceful, and to
make a prosperous land out of their
rew home. Ie reminded Sumakwel
of Makatunaw’s cruelties, and advised
him to avoid the same mistakes
which would incur hls peoplé’s fear
and hatred

Not wanting to see his people’s sors
row over his departure, Dalu FPuti
set sail at night-time, his leaving
known only to Sumakwel. He directed”
his biniday eastward, and after a
month of sailing, sighted a big island
which looked like a mortar used for

- pounding rice.

The Borneang stopped their binidey
along the sea coast from where they
could see the mouth of the river Ka-
tal-an, named after the many tal-an
trees which grew along its hanks.
The river was go deep, that the travel-
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ers had ne difficulty in anchering
their boat. - They found the land level
and good for agrienlture, and Datus
Dumangsi) and Balensuela decided to

remzin behind tepether with their
siaves. (No mcention was made in

the ‘original manuscript about their
wives.)

Tt is said that {he male Tagalors
descended  from  these people, who
were once called tage-ilog (inhabit-
ants of the river).

Datu Puti, meanwhile, with his wife
and slaves, continued their return
voyage to Bornee; aund nolhing was
hered of them anymore.

Back in Panay, Sumakwel’s first
order was the construction of houses
along the coast at places which he had
previously marked. The land:s were
next cleaved and prepared for rice
planting during the vainy days ~

Sumakwel's chief recrextion
fiching.

One (ay, a year afier settiing down
in Malandug, Sumakwel dvcided to
locate the dwelling of their Bathala
(god) Rululakaw, who was supposed
to live in Madyaas Mountain. En-
trusting his fishing net and every-
thing needed in he house to Gurung-
gurung, Sumakwel left for the moun-
tains with the Puadi Bangutbanwa.

In the absence of Sumakwel, Gu-
runggurung and Kapinangan, wife of
the datu, were thrown together so
much, that a relation more than mere
friendship developed between the two.

Meanwhile, in the mountains, Ba-
netthanwa confided to his datu that
he had a premonition that all was
not well back home. Sumakivel, hav-
ine the welfare of his people in mind,
decided to return home rather than
continue h's mountain trip, quite un-
aware that the tronble was in his own
home alone.

He found his people living their
peaceful life, and his mipd weos set
ail case. He resumed his fishing: and
on2 day, having a big cateh, Sumak-
wel told his slaves to dry them under
the sun, since not all eould be con-

was
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sumed for the day’s. meal. He warned
them not to lax in their watch, lest
dogs and birds might get at the fish,

To which warning the slaves made
answer:  “Lerd, our DMaster, when
even the one you are keeping in the
house is taken by others, how much

“more will be that which is spread cut

and exposed.”

This remuark, sdded to Banpu'ban-
wa's while they were in the moun-
tains, made Sumakwe! fee! that all
was not well in his own home

So, one duy. he informed his wife
that he was goiug on a . triy to a
distant place. In the morning, he
prepared the ‘provisions he would take
zlong with him; ip the evening, he-
told his wife that ‘since he would he
leaving carly in the morning to be
ahle to return hefove night, he would
not wake her up before leaving.

Tu the niddle ¢t tire night, when
his wife wzs fast asleep, Sumakw»l
silently took off the bar of their front
door, then clintbed to the attic, richt
above their bedroom. He took his
provizions along with him.

At daybreak, Kapinanyar asked
her fen.ale slave to call Gurungg nunt
on the pretext that she had sorwe wark
for him to do and to tell him that
Sumakwel had left for a trip and was
not expected till late at night.

Gurungzurung did not waste time
in answering Kapinangan's call

From his hiding place, Sumaky ¢!
had a clear view of what wus tran-
spiring below him, and beforce Gu-
runggirung could reack Kapinangan's
side, the datu thrust Lis spear unto
his unsuspecting victim  The spear
penetrated  Gurunggaring's back,
coming ouf throngh his chest, aud kill-
inge him “astantly

Rapinangan, thinking that the
sprar had fallen accidentally frem
wher: it hung uttered a'zud. “How
nanv times have 1 warued Suwrahwel

net to put that spear upstiivs, as it
miyxht dror anc kill either of us, as
it tas now done to thi: pitiful Gu.
runggurung. ! wish it were Sumak-
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wel: then, I'd he greatly happy.”

Sumakwel coculd havdly  restrain
himself _from juraping from above-
with anger: but desiring to see what
his wife would do with the corpse,
he controlled himself.

Kapinangan wanted to wrap the
dead hody in a mat and bury it in
the forest: but it was too lieavy for
her to carry., On  second thought,
she decided to amputste Gurungru-
rung's arms and legs. that she might
hiave no difficulty in carryving them
one by one to the place where she
mioht dispese of them.

To perform her task unintervapled,
she sent the slaves away to the Jo-
2ngin.  Next, she went about her
vruesome work with care, wiping the
Foad earvefully from the hlade of the
kaife after she had cut off Guiung-
gorung's arms and legs.

Taking these, wrapped in a mat,
to the forest, shie threw them into the
deep lake nearhy, where nobody used
1o pass. She did the same with the -
bedy,

)

Simakevel, meamehile,
dewn from the attic wh
was en her second and lasr trip to
the farest. He came home at about
midnieht, as if he had just returnesd
from his trip.  Dut he hehaved as if
he knew nothing of what happeied in
his home during the day.  Kapina-
niran. 1oo. behaved nicdly towards her
husband, telling' him cven that she
had fallen asleep in the hammeck
while. waiting for his return.

The following morning. Sumakwel
got up early, woke up his wife with
Ioving words and asked her {o pre-
pare his rice while he was out at the
beach. He was to go to his farm
after fishing. Kapinangan affection-
ately asked to be allowed to go with
him to the farm.

Sumakwel made a big catch. Select.
ing the big ones, he took them home
and told his wife to prepare them for
their meal  But his wife said that
she did not know how to prepare fish;
that she was not accustomed to doing

had come
hig wife
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wonld therefore agk a
to do il. Her huzland, howover,
sisted on her ‘doing it hersclf, and
when she refu. to do so in anger,
he remarked quictly:

“I am swiprised that you don't
know how to slice the feet and arms
of a man.” i

At this remark, Kapinangan an-
swered nothing.  With bowed nead,
she took the fish and went to the
kitchen  She felt that her husband
knew of her infidelity.

After meal time, Sumakwel made
another remark that made his wife
realise that her faithlessness was not
unk:aown te him. “You sliced the fizh
so well,” he said, “that the flesh was
kept intact.”

The infidelity of a woman was,
among the Borneans, a serious crimn,
To warn his peeple from committinz
such a mistake, therefore, Sumakwel
condemned his own wife to death. He
had thought of killing her in the open
ficld so that the animals from the
ferest might devour her body; but
not wishing their newly acquired land
to be stained with her sin, he ordered
kix slives to (ake her instead out to
the soa {o be dirowned,

The man {ook her out in their bont;
hut they did not have enough ceurage
to throw her into the water, so they
took her {o another island where she
might, in her lonliness, alone for.
her sin - Upon their return, however,
they informed their master that his
order had been complied with

With the passing of the years, Su-
makwel’s grief over his wife's deed
still pursisted.  He decided, then, fo
underiake a voyaye to amuse himsclf,
and at the same time hunt from other
resrions for seedlings which he might
cultivate in his village. Entrusting
his charge to Bangkaya, his brother-
in-law, Sumakwel set sail with hig
party, with no definite destination in
to” be
drifted whither the wind blew, until
they came upon a land quite un.
familiar to then.

-Not far from the shore stood a

it. and
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house; and from its windew, a woman
was looking out to sea. The woman
reminded the datu of his wife: the
datu reminded the woman of her
past. :

Sumakwel came ashore, and meect-
ing a Negrito on the way, asked him
who the woman was. She was their
Bathala (goddzss), the Negrito said.
Nobody knew where from, she just
appeared in their place, and believing
she was heaven-sent, thev looksd up
to her with reverence, Alaven was
the name they had given hor.

Alayon, meantime, had also made
inquiries ag to who wus the m
of the voyagers; and upon learning
that it was Sunifikwel, took greater
care in hiding her identity.

In a few dayvs Sumakwel sent word
to Alayon that his parly’s search for
seedlings and provision might cause
them to stay longer on her islund.
In answer, she sont word thet they
were welcome to her humble house.

Sumakwel went alone.  [Te did not
recognise his wife. Neither did the
the others, for whom Alayon extended
her invitation. They coultd not account
for her hospitality, but they were
grateful for it.

Sumakwel’s men observed that their
stay of several weeks in Alayon's
honse seemed to have lessened the
grief of their master. He secmed to
have falien in love with Alayon, and
she, with him,

Believing that the woman was really
meart for their datu, the slaves held
a conference and decided to delegate
Luban, who was Sumakwel’s right-
hand-man, to approach and talk to
their master about it. But Sumakwel
replied that his grief over his wife's
infidelity had caused him to lose
faith in woman.

With the aid of music, however,
the slaves contrived to make their
datn realise his trae feelings for Ala.
yon. Daay, one of hiv slaves, played
8 sentimenfal song at midnight, wak-
ing 1o0 a realisation of a strong fecl-
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ing that each had for the other.

At dawn, Sumakwel found Alayon
in tears, and inguired as to the cause
of her sorrow. She replied: “I heard
that the man whom [ hold dear will
scon leave my place, and the mere
memory of this wili bring me to my
grave” .

“The man would not leave her
Itace,” he soothed her, “Until the
{ears from her eves would dry.”

And she further said that.the tears
shed came not from her eves, but from
henrt.

Whereupon Sumakwel pushed aside
memories of the past; and sent cne
of his slaves for his gold neakince
from his box in their bout.

Putting the necklace around her
neek and his, the datu said that it
would join (heir hearts together; and
Alayon made answer: “I hope (his
necklace will never be broken.”

Sumakwel’s people, who were wit-
nesses to the ceremony, cheered hap-
pily.

Three days after their marriage,
Sumakwel asked his wife to go back
with him te his own land. which

was  wide and covered with clay
and  lime.  Alayon agreed without
hao tion, and bidding her pe:ple
farcowell,  she  embark  with  her

hushand.

Near Dipolo, they met another boat,
and the datn recognised Bangkaya in
its lone pussenger. e was in seavch
of his wife, he informed Sumakwel.
The qatu told his brather-in-law to
sail along with his party.

From the Ramosen Island, they got
seedlings of *sibukaw:  Riri or Riri-a=
non was their next stopping place,
and on this island, Sumakwel and
Bangkaya went to the mountains to
gather seedlings Alayon was left
behind with two slaves.

Later in the day, Sumakwel's fa-
vourite rooster crowed. The sound of
its voice reached the house where Ka-
turong, the missing wife of Bangkaya
and sister of Sumakwel, was liv~
ing. Recognising the voice of the
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reoster. Katurong went to the hoat
and saw Alayon.

The two women recoguised
other.

Katurong narrated that, while tak-
ing a bath in the river, a crocodile
tock her away and brovght her to
Riri. Alayen, for her part narrated
that she herselt had been taken zway
Ly a Kataw. (mermaid) and taken io
Dipnto, where Sumakwel feund her
and married her again withuut know-
inc hei identity.

Yaturong, undor penalty of death,
swore never to divulgz her sister-in-
law's true identity to Sumalwel. The
two women had conversed undis-
turbed, the salves heing in another
Loat. Ang toyether, they waited for
the return of their husbands.

It was noon-time when the purty
returned from the mountains, bring-
ing buck a variety of plants and saed-
lings Katurong went running 1o greet
her hushand and her brother.  And
ight of her happiness over their
ting, snd upon hearing the scrrew
in her vojre as she recounted her ad-
venture. Baugkaya's doubts and anger
over her sadden disappearance van-
ished.

To celebrate the return of the lost
Kuturong, Sumakwel ordered hi: men
to prepare a feast, to which the=y in-
vited ‘the inhabituns of the ixland.
The old men (natives of Riri). ex-
plained 1o the travelers that the ishind
had been named so. because, in helnirg
a woman deliver, the medicine man
usually cut the side of tde mother tc
take nut the child. ‘Most oftcn, th:
motheér died, estecially if ihe person
performing the onera*ion was not an
expert, \

Pungkaya, who was an expert in
chid delivery, taught tue natives u
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better method, and actually to one of
the native women who happenad to
be giving birth then.

Out of gratitude, the natives filled
the hLoats of the travellers with seed-
lings of bg\ri, anahaw, coconuts, hara-
boo., pinapples, hidyuk, takipan, Si-
bal:aw, and bagzkay. ' :

On their homeward trip, they passed
Rori-rom  (Romblom), where they
planted coconut and buri.

The trip lasted fiveuew meons (five
months), as they stopped in. many
places to guther new varieties of edi-
bie nlants. When they arrived in Ma-
landug, they found Datu Tuhay, Du-
malogdog, Dumangsol, Paduhinog and
Paiburong waiting for their return.
(These datus were members of the
original biniday which arrived with
Datu Puti: they had settled in the
regions far from Malandug.)

They had come to ask Sumakw:l's
advice on how to develep and impreve

. the regions where they had sertled.

They had gone around the Island, they
informe¢ Sumakwel, reaching by foot
as far as Malawud “viver in Aklan
(Capiz) and ‘the Maasin (salty) river
in Trong-Irong (Ileng-Llong or I'o-1)o).
They propnsed to spread their s ttle-
ments improve the [sland as a
whole. in this way, they reasoned out,
their people could mult piy fast~r and
engure the safety of their sett'eraent.
Their fear was that the Negritos of
the north might outnumber them:

Datu Sumakwel approved of their
plan to develop the vast and fertile
Isiand. told them that, after a few
dav’: rest, they wonld gather agiin
to discuss the plan further. He
showed them the xeedlings which he
and_ his party had hrought home hest
suited to the soil in his own settle-
ment.---F
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