The end of journalism in generol
is 10 communicote ideas and infor-
mation. The aims of Catholic jour-
nalism are to convey occurate infor-
mation, té import knowledge ond in-
terpret -all news ond events from the
stondpoint of Catholic philosophy with
the gim in view of restoring oll things
in Christ.

With this aim in view, it is evident
that Cotholic journolism must be
universol, thot is, universal in its
contents ond universal with regard
to its readers. f it is o foct that the
volue of any newspaper or magozine
depends upon the benefits the readers
derive from it, the Catholic newspo-
per or magazine should aim to reach
the maximum number of Catholic
adults in order to influence their
thoughts ond actions ond thus direct
the.r lives towards their final goal.

But in order to be read and 1o be
useful to the moaximum number of
Catholic adults, the Catholic news-
poper or mogozine must be written
in the spirit, the tempo ond the lan-
quoge of the times; and to influence
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the trend of thought along the lines
of sound morality, the newspaper
should stress the need for justice and
charity im the different phoses of
our present society.

Catholic journolists should present
the Catholic viewpoint on the whole
of life; they should sell Catholicism
as a system of thought or a woay of
life and be able to convince their
readers thot it is the only answer
to the present day world problems, as
it hos been the answer to the prob-
lems of life in the past. Consequently,
a Catholic newspoper must be
Catholic with regard to the principles
involved ond their application to cur-
rent events.

In the light of the foregoing prin-
ciples, let us ~examine the present
condition of Catholic journolism in the
Philippines. We need not be silent
about ‘the fact thot the Cotholic
voice in the Philippines is so weok
that it is lost in the rear of seculor-
ism and in the deadening silence of
indifference.
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| admit that the couses are oll
tied up in the general condition of
moral degradotion ond indifference of
our people—that there are what we
call natural difficulties which hinder
the progress of Catholic journalism
in our country, but we connot deny
thot much of the wedkness of the
PRilippine Catholic Press is due to
negligence, incompetence and pure
cowardice.

First let us toke the cose of our
only national Catholic weekly. “The
Sentinel””. A certified stotement of
circulotion as of October 8, 1950
shows a total of 20,076 subscriptions
three fourths of which are from the
prominces, Note thot all are subscrip-
tions ond thot until now The Sentinel
hos not hit the newstand. Why? Be-
couse it has no populor oppeol for
the following reosons:

—First—inadequate coverage of
the news. It tries to cover all the
religious activities so thot little space
is left for the important issues dis-
turbing the church, the nation and
the world.

Second, our Catholic weekly has
little if any influence on the trend
of thought in our present sbociety.
The paper does not place enough
stress on the Cotholic viewpoint on
the social, political and economic
issues of the day. For exomple, not
enocugh emphasis is placed on the
social order program of the Pope
and ' its practical opplication to the
labor problems that are confronting
the nation and the world.

It is not enough to give the facts

THE CROSS

cbout the news but whot is more
importont is to give the right com-
ment and interpretation of the news
according to Cotholic standards, Let
us remember thot the majority of our
countrymen do not bave enough
spiritual insight ond knowledge of
Cotholic philosophy to be able to
interpret  the news correctly by
themselves. )

All this results in the popet’'s not
reaching the mojority of the people
precisely becouse it does not appeal
to them, because they do nof find
it useful, Our Catholic paper seems
to ignore thot the crisis of our age
is today ond not tomorrow and thot
the decision rests not so much upon
the youth os upon the Catholic
adult.

And what are the causes of these
shortcomings?

(1) Lack of competent staff mem-
bers.

It cahnot be stressed too
strongly that the editing of an
important journal is a full-time
job, a difficult and trying one.

The Seatine!, for instance,
has to depend largely on in-
competent amateur correspon-
dents in the provinces for lecal
news which is generally inade-
quate,

(2} There are not enough report-
ers and writers on the staff
to cover all news areas—re-
porters and writers, who, being
imbued with the Catholic
stondards of values, will be able
to give what the people need,
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from the right point of view
in an interesting and appealing
way,

The Cross, a Catholic magazine of
the Philippines has so far disployed
the right fighting spirit with regard
to its editorials. However, the arti-
cles are usually dry and uninterest-
ing precisely because it is so handi-
capped by a lack of a regular com-
petent statf that it often resorts to
reprints and orticles from amoteur
writers.

The Filipinas, the only Catholic Ta-
galog magoazine is in the same
straits.

The Mindonao Cross, a provinciol
Cotholic weekly is fast gaining popu-
larity in Cotabato. In my opinion, it
comes neorest to the ideal Coatholic
newspaper. However, being o provin-
cial weekly, its sphere of influence is
limited.

Whot are some of the remedies
which might be proposed to rthis de-
plorable stote of affairs?

There is an urgent need for cop-
able Catholic journalists who know
what the people want ond what the
peosle . would get in order 1o live
up to their gloricus name os Catho-
lics.

We need, in fact, definite, cleor-
cut, brief, powerful and fearless edi-
torials not only on religious matters
but alse on all the important issues
affecting the church, the nation and
the world. We ne¢ed direct and
powerful editorials to shock the people
out of their indifference.
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We need a poper that is Catholic
—in direct competition with the
secular press—free to comment on

. any issue, ond cover all news oreas,

uncommitted to any porty or faction,
ond dedicated to the presentation of
an integrated Catholic viewpoint om
the whole of life,

We need Catholic newspapers and
magoazines which will take the place
of the Catholic education which the
mojority of our people miss.

Catholic newspapers and maga-
zines need not be defensive and
apolagetic only, but they should main-
tain the offensive without becoming
offensive. They should demonstrate
the full force and application of the
Cotholic philosophy as o way of
lile and not os an isoloted set of
doctrines.

From oll this it follows thot the
vocation of a.Catholic journalist caolls
for intensive, vigorous, thorough and
practical training. A Catholic jour-
nalist should be well grounded not
only in the techniques of journalis-
tic writing but also in Catholic his-
tory, philosophy and theology.

And this leads us to the conclu-
sion thot, in considerotion of the prin-
ciples which should govern Catholle
journalism cnd the present condi-
tion of Catholic journalism in the
Philippines—our country is in despe-
rate need for better trained CatHo-
lic journalists; -hence, the present
need—the urgent need of efficient
up-to-date Cathollc schools of journal-
ism in the Philippines.



