Augnst, 1935

WHEN
THEY WERE YOUNG

.

== VERY ambitious person dreams of
E some day occupying a high position
—— or piling up money because men us-
ually measure a person’s success by the im-
portance of the position he occupies or by
the amount of money he has accumulated.
Mrs. Josefa Jara Martinez is one of the few
who use service as the yardstick of success.
A woman of keen intellect, practical ability,
and indomitable energy, she gives the best
in her wherever her services are needed,
whether she is paid for the work or not.

As a young girl she had a definite ambi-
tion in life—to be of service to others. Be-
lieving that taking care of the sick was a
beautitul form of service, she thought that
nursing was the course for her. Circurn-
stances, however, did not permit her to real-
ize this early dream of hers.

Born to a family of modest means, Jose1:
might have remained in her hometown to
finish the ordinary general course in the
public schools and to work in obscurity, if
Fortune had not taken a hand in shaping the
girl’s life.
take the teaching course in the Normal
School. So in spite of her mother’s misgiv-
ings because of the girl’s “temper and lack
of patience,” she became a teacher, grad-
uating from the Philippine Normal School
in.1912. The girl with a temper turned
out to be a highly efficient teacher and an
effective speaker, so much so, that she was
selected to represent the Bureau of Educa-
tion at the Panama-Pacific Exposition in

¥ San Francisco, California, in 1915.
Seeing America and the opportunities it
.3 offered fanned the spark of ambition in hey
and she determined to go back again some
day. Her most cherished dream then was to
Q- 2o to college and wear a toga. Having set
% her heart on it, she found a way by which
she could be transferred from Iloilo, her

0y
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She was chosen pensionada to -
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home province, where she had been teaching,
to the Philippine Normal School. Here she
worked as a critic teacher for almost two

‘years. -As such she had a chance to attend

evening classes in the University of the
Philippines and at last she thought she
was on her way to the goal which would
qualify her to wear cap and gown. But
fate had other plans for her. She was
meant for another field of service than that
occupied by a teacher.

The group of pensionados to the United
States in 1919, the Philippines’ brightest
and best, included the bright-eyed, sweet-
smiling young woman, who had alread;
made a name as Miss Jara. She was chos-
en by the Department of the Interior to
specialize in family and child welfare work.
While other pensionados were sent to col-
lege and universities, Josefa Jara was sent
to a “school.” Once more her dream of
getting a college degree was farther from
realization, but she buckled down to her stu-
dies. A two-year course. in New York
School of Social Work, a few courses in
English in Columbia University, and exten-
sive field work in the slums of the great me-
tropolis and visits to institutions for delin-
quent and defective children and orphan-
ages amply prepared her for the task of

(Please twrn to page 182)
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helping in the improvement of so-
cial conditions in her homeland.
But they did not qualify her for a
toga. She had to give up th? dream
of wearing one in response to the
call for service.

Upon her return to the Phihp-
pines she found plenty to do. Con-
structive social work was then in
its infancy and trained social work-
ers were badly needed. While em-
ployed by the Office of the Public
Welfare Commissioner, she had to
be loaned to various organizatious
from time to time to train workers
and help the needy. Among the
organizations and institutions that
rcaped the benefit of her services are
the Associated Charities, the Red
Cross, the government orphanage,
the reformatories for boys and for
girls, puericulture centers, the Settle-
ment House of the Damas Filipinas,
and the Young Women's Christian
Association. Wherever expert opin-
ion in family and child welfare was
needed she was called upon to con-
tribute her share.  Whether in sub-
otdinate or exccutive capacity, she
was always glad to help in the best
way she could.

Her ability, carnestness, and in-
tegrity did not pass unnoticed: for
when a chief was needed for the
Division of Dependent Children in
the Office of the Public Welfare
Commissioner, Mrs. Martinez was

AMONG THE BOY SCOUTS
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the Japanese Boy Scouts of Nagoya
Wherever our delegation went in
Japan, the Japanese Boy Scouts
showed a keen interest in their vi-
sitors.  Even though some of the
lads of Nippon could not conversc
in English their conduct and con-
tact was of an extremely friendly
nature. In other instances when
Japanese Scouts could speak the
English language there was an in-
teresting exchange of impressions on
scouting conditions and scouting life
in both countries.

On Board the S. S. President Grant

After the departure from Hong-
kong. the delegation was able to
begin the intensive training planned
in preparation of the exhibition
which they atc to give at the Jam-
boree. Since all of the boys had
greatly recovered from the familiar
yct so unfamiliar sea-sickness (for
there is nothing worse when it gets
ycu and nothing like it either)
they at last could enjoy participat-
ing in all activities on board the
good old ship.

The dances. according to the
head of the delegation, have created
considerable interest among the pas-
scngers and officers of the President
Grant. A special request came from

appointed to the post, becoming
thereby the highest paid Filipino
woman in the Civil Service.

the first class passengers on July 21,
to have the boys present the “tinik-
ling” dance on the deck of the first
class.  The efforts of the boys were
well rewarded by the continues ap-
plause of an appreciative audience.
So we hope, that this particular
dance will make a great hit in the
Land of Uncle Sam. It is one
which would appeal anywhere be-
cause of its beautiful movements
and its attractive rthythm.

A dress rehearsal will be con-
ducted above five days before land-
ing in Seattle to help the boys get
over their stage fright.

The delegation will also take ad
vantage of the friendships they have
made with the sailors. They are
heping to learn a lot about knots
from. the old sailor boys. Since
sailors are known to have all sorts
of knot tricks up their sleeve, our
boys will surely arouse much in-
terest and enthusiasm if they re-
member all they are shown. The
sailors have been very kind to the
sccuts. The excellent treatment ac-
corded them has been commended
upon by all scouts.

The Philippine Delegation is at
present on its way to Seattle. There,
they will be the guests of honor
fcr one week of the Seattle Area
Council Boy Scouts. A reception
is planned in their honor and va-
rious entertainments also. All these
will surely impress our Scouts.
Tley are bound to have a good
time in Seattle!
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