STATEMENT OF THE PLENARY ASSEMBLY
OF THE WORLD CATHOLIC FEDERATION
FOR THE BIBLICAL APOSTOLATE

Malta, 11-19th April, 1978

‘The second Plenary Assembly of the World Catholic Federation
for the Biblical W.CFBA) at Malta from April
11 to 19, 1978, takes this opportumty to offer its services to 21l those
who, by a spiritual gift of the Lord, have a specific duty of spread-
ing the Word of God as by the Holy
that it is the purpose of the Federation to help foster and harmonise
the Biblical Apostolate throughout the world by promoting the
study and understanding of the Bible, by encouraging inter-con-

and in this work.

PART I

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Biblical Apostolate

The members of the W.C.F.B.A, have been encouraged as they
have assessed the development of the Biblical Apostolate during
the six years since the First Plenary Assembly in Vienna. During
elght days of work, 76 parti i “
countries have realized that only through a deeply rooted biblical
spirituality can Christians play their speclflc role in the world and
contribute towards the bullding up of a new society based on
Christlan vision and values. They therefore recommend that every
Bishop set apart a competent person In each diocese to animate,
coordinate and promote the Biblical Apostolate and that steps be
taken to coordinate this work at the national level.

2. Liturgy

The particlpants have experienced in a variety of forms, due
to their international representation, the richness of a liturgical
life based on the Word, finding in the liturgy a source of light and
strength. The Assembly recommends that Bishops’ Conferences and
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Biblical Assoclations ensure that all leaders of lturgical and para-
ltturgical assembiles be trained in the proclamation of the Scriptures,
8o that all to whom they minister may be equipped to play their
role as ‘ministers of the Word’ (Luke 1:3),

8. Seminaries
The Assernbly gave speclal attentlon to the pastoral-bibMcal
at their course could
too easlly remal.n on an academic level
‘The Assembly therefore that the given

to seminarians should seek to provide a deep biblically-centred
faith experience and that their biblical studies should be comple-
mented by such In-service tralning as allows the pastoral applica-
tion of what is learnt, particularly in the different forms of cam-
municating the Gospel message.

4. The Training of Catechists

‘The Assembly considers it of great importance that the catechists
who play such a vital role as leaders and animators of the Christian
communities, should have a sound and adequate knowledge of the
Bible. This will enable them to discover God’s active presence in
their llves and history, to interpret for their communities the designs
of the Lord in the light of God's Word and to use the Bible as a
source of their prayer life. This alm should be kept in mind in
all biblical teaching durlng and after their training.

5. Blble Sharing Groups

The sharing by par during the A bly told of the

on all the of many group chiefly

ameng the lalty, e.g., Bible-sharing, neo-catechumenate and charis-
matic groups, basic communities, Christlan famnily movements, ete.
We recognize in this a sign of the tlmes and the work of the Spirit.

The Assembly recommends that Bishop's Conferences encourage
the formation of such groups and invite existing groups to include
the prayerful study of the Bible in their programmes. Bishops’ Con-
ferences and Biblical Assoclations should provide such groups with
all necesary help and guidance about the Bible so that their Chris-
tian life may be firmly based on a sound knowledge of the Word
of God.
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6. Catechesia

The Federation in the light of its reflection on the Bible and
Catechesis joins with the Hlerarchies of the world and the recent
Synod of Bishops in their concern for a sound Biblical Catechesis
to form all sections of the Church in the faith. The Word of God
as contained in the Bible should have lts rightful place in all
catechetical sesslons and in all forms of falth-education to give
meaning to and shed light on the life of the people.

The A 10} that all Biblical Assoclatlons
close co- with C: in the
training of priests, catechists and teachers of religion.

7. Exegesis

One of the major challenges in the biblical tield of the twentieth
century considered by the Assembly is to make exegesls relevant
to spirituality and to the pastoral ministry of the Word. For a
Christian the selentific study of the Bible and his spiritual growth
should be closely related. This Interaction as well as the power of
communicating it should be fostered in the formation ot all ministers
of the Word so that in their teaching and personal lives they are
able to manifest the relevance of the Bible to real life.

‘The that courses in the art of
communication be Included in the tralning of all priests and
teachers so that their teaching of the Bible is seen to be relevant
to the lives of those to whom they speak.

8. Ecumenism

Ecumenism has been the Lord’s gift to Christians of the twentieth
century as they seek through the grace of Christ to realize their
unity in Him (John 17:23), The Plenary Assembly feels that the
Federation can play a most vital role in promoting dialogue and
cooperatlon with other Christian Churches and with the United
Bible Socleties.

The 1} that i of the Bible,
wherever possible, shall be Interconfessional. Close cooperation
should exist with the United Blble Socleties in the production and

of the Bible — Weeks,
— Exhibltions, ete. wherever possible biblical education, training
and research should also be done on an interconfesional level.
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9. Other Religions

The and par in WCFBA.
of member countrles of diverse religous heritages has enriched the
Federation.

The peoples of Asia and Africa and other parts of the world
have rich religious traditions enshrined in thelr sacred writings and
sustained by a living tradition. In these areas the Gospel often
appears to be ldenu.tled with a particular culture Iorelgn to the
people’s This calls
for a living encount.er with these religlons and wlth thelr sacred
writings.

The Assembly recommends that the cultures and religious
traditions of all peoples be respected both in the initial presenta.
tlon of the Gospel and in for the
of their own form of Christlan life and worship.

10. The ‘Unchurched”

The Assembly Is deeply concerned about the growing numbers
of men, woman and young people who, while still thinking of them-
selves vaguely as Christians and showing Christian qualities in
thelr lives, have given up any serious commitment to the Church.
Among these are found wmany authentic seekers after truth, some
of whom are turning for help to eastern ways of prayer and medita-
tion and to other world religions for the experlence of God they have
S0 far failed to find in C The A that
these present us with a challenge so to display in our lives the fruits
of the Spirit and the witness of a living community nourished by
the Word of God that they may come to see in Christ the One
Whom they seek, and thus contribute to the renewal of soclety.

11. Unbelief

The bly 13 that Cl of all
are a minority in the world today. It recognizes that it has the
Tesponsibility to withess to the saving truth in Christ to those who
do not believe and that this task is an urgent one, made more
difficult because of the divislon among the Churches and by our
tailure to allow Christ to achleve his work of redemption in us,
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The that we CI should all seek
to present Christ with such insight and empathy that these people
find in Him the meaning of their life and their orientation and
hope for the future.

12. Justice and Human Rights

The Biblical should ize the special
ot the Scriptures to a world marked by division and oppression.
It recommends that Bishops’ Conferences continually set before
their people the need to respect the human dignity of all people
everywhere. The rights of individuals and minorities must be safe-
guarded; freedom of must be and all should
have equal treatment before the law.

13. International Cooperation

In a world of many nations
together with ever growing mtematlonal cooperatlon the W.C.F.B.A.
wishes to bring its humble
from all parts of the world in a common ettort to spread the Goocl
News of The therefore thay
Bishops' Conferences and Biblical Assoclations develop close forms
of cooperation with similar bodies in adjacent countries in promot-
ing Bible work, that regional meetings be held wherever possible,
and that speclal meetings be arranged In each region before the
next Plenary bly to send to those plan.
ning it.

14 The Arts, Audio-Visual Language and Mass Medla

Now a days the arts, and in particular audio-visual language,
have become a new means of communication and even a current
language In the mass media, and this on an International level.
Christians would be guilty of concealing what has been revealed to
all mankind it they were to neglect these modern ways of expression
in which the Word of God can take form. The Assembly therefore
recommends that projects concerning the use of audio-visual
language and mass media be and that about
these be circulated by the Federation.

15. Miiteracy

For those not able to read the Bibie the Assembly recommends
the development of other means of communicating the Living Word
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of God through the media of song and dance and by audio-visual
expresston so that the biblical message is not restricted just to
those able to read the printed word.

The Assembly also recommends that in those countries where

1s & high rate of the C take the in train.
ing literacy and in p! g suitable for “new
readers”.
PART I
SPECIFIC TIONS TO FEDERATION

AND TO THE COORDINATING CENTRE

‘While we make these recommendations to all who are involved
in and responsible for the Biblical Apostolate at various levels,
we members of the Federation single out the following tasks
as our prioritles of actlon for the next six years on national and
international-ievels.

16. National Level

— Coordination of the Biblical Apostolate at the national level;

- of Biblical where they do not yet exist;

— Biblical training centres to be started;

— Inter-confessional cooperation in all possible areas;

— C of and Y

— Creatlon of baslc Christian and the
of thelr bibllcal formation;

— Encouraging Bible-sharing groups;

— Celebration of Bible Sunday/Blble Week;

— Extensive use of audio-visual language and mass media in
the Biblical Apostolate;

— Sending reports of various forms of the Apostolate to the
WCFBA office and to members within each reglon and
continent.

17. Continental Level

— Regular of and
— Sharing of resource persons;
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— Working towards the establishment of Pastoral Biblical
Institutes in Africa and in Asla;

— Organizing workshops for those engaged in the Biblical
Apostolate at bi-yearly or yearly Intervals;

— Cooperation with existing Biblical

— Continuance and expanslon of the existing ‘Africa Service'.

18. Regional Cooperation

— Cooperation between adjoining countries;
— Sharing of audio-visual materials.

19. Office of the Federation
— To help organlze seminars/workshops on the Biblical
Apostolate;
— To contact countries which have not become members;

— To see that the bulletin of WCFBA reaches all those who
are Involved in Biblical
centres, ete.

20. Executive Committee

— To establish llaison with other bodles such as the Pontifical
Biblical Commission.

Conclusion

The participants of the Plenary Assembly, after having studled
and Biblical during their meeting in Malta,
dare to make the preceding recommendations to the Church,
Furthermore, the Federation looks to the future with a spirit of
hope engendered during this Assembly, and proposes to carry out
its work In keeping with the exhortation of St. Paul:

“So we preach Christ to everyone.

With all possible wisdom

we warn and teach them

in order to bring each one Into God’s presence
as a mature individual in union with Christ.
To get this done (we) tol strugegle,

using the mighty strength

which Christ supplies and

which 1s at work in (us).”

Colossians 1:28-20



