The Revolt of Conscience

By JOSE S. GATMAITAN
Malolos Lodge No. 46, F. & A, M,

From «he cultmal legacy ol the
anciemt past, man has now  per-
fccrcd  the hydrogen bombs  with
which he can desiroy the world —
and will destroy it unless the pow-
er to do so is taken from him.
There are critics who say that man-
Kind is not spivitaadly ready for such
destruction.  Such  a revelation s
rue tor man has not, and will nev-
cr,antain the ste of perfection and,
the hvdvogen bombs will not wan
for us 1o perlea human madure, The
epic ol nman has alwavs been that
thev (all with their rise.  Their it
teness and lack ol courage alwirvs
hasten their doom 1o disrepute and
obscuritv, I our midst, we  have
nany such gooad men. Their repu-
tation iy well deserved bue they are
too proud ol thew goodness.  "They
come up i the horizon every morn-
ing anel sink  into nothingness  at
cventide.  Their suceesses only make
them ) move disgraceful. Why?
Nobody knows.,

We have learned in our ritual the
role plaved by the “Celebrated Art-
L ahe parable ol which is more
than  the enigma of circumstance.
Born amd bred in a periad of vio-
lent revolution — philosophic, poli-
el and cultaral = he had risen
amd Lallen, in the conrse ol his
vel in his quest Tor lighe through the
long and parrow voad beset  with
dangers; risen and Tallen, like the
wiaves of the sea: hut always he had
wanaged o ise with every Tall, and
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even higher in the esteem ol s own
brothers who caused his plight unuil
his symbolical decath, ever keeping
the trust reposed in him to the el
He has always been an enigma —
yes — cven Lo those who {ollowed
with the blindness ol [amth. There
had been unkind remarks against
him and (hweats to his lifle but he
was not disturbed by such language
andl no power on carth, it seems,
could make him disregard from the
principles 1o which he adhered for
the dead, the absent, innocent, and
those who trust him, no mason will
willingly deceive,

That man, the mason, has alwavs
been  thus. Anvwhere, in public
saivice or otherwise, he has always
done 1o the best of his ability and
in the light of what he thought best;
and has remained serene and unper-
turbed by the abuses heaped upon
him Dby his enemies and the well-mn-
tentioned unkindness ol Iriends. 1le
has learned 1o adjust himsell 1o cir-
cumstances  and  can  [ollow  that
course which best suits the situation
without sacrilicing his principles that
his conscience 1s always at peace,
with the vomviction that he has given
his best, indeed, his all — 10 the servy-
ice of God. Such is his real worth
as he abhors grandsiand play when
prudence »o dictates it — although
he may now be an old man who had
cndurcd many winters of the ¢limate
aad of the heart.
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In vibrant note, that js life; and
life, which cannot slay, is not slain;
for in lile, there is conscience. What
rescniment, anger, and [ruswration
have turned so many men — patrio-
tic, mature and responsible, into —
desperados?  Is it oo much suller-
ing and 100 much glamor; a past
(ng romantic, oo vividly present in
our memories with its splendors and
victories? ‘There is no law that limies
the returns that should he reaped
from a single good deed. Somchow
we should manage to live up to the
greatness of the past that by being
benevolent and  having magnilicent
thoughts and noble words the true
image of voursell is known unlike
that of the politicians whose  true
image cammmor be litied because of
their many shooting lies.

The revolt of conscience — It is an
old story which brings 10 our mind,
the vears of bravery, despair and frus.
vation.  Every mason knows of the
vagedy (I shall repeat) of one which
began at the south Gate of the Tem-
plte wha, an being left alone in his
memaorable wravel fought bravely hut
oily 1o die in his attempt; and “the
yullians” responsible for that uvgly,
silent and bitter alfair, although or-
lered punished, had repented, and
tmburdened their souls which revol-
vd in their conscience.  Throughow
history, the hehaviour of war crimi-
nals Hedeki Tojo, Adoll Hitler and
Benito Mussoling was that, alter thewr
godless empires had crumbled, and
because of their guilty conscience,
had tried to commit suicide or bal
commiwted suicide belore they were
wiedd before the bar of humanity.
Their splendid uniforms, their color-
(ul paraphernalias which represented
their much vaunted power had van-
ished and Jost its meaning, when they
vealized that, deep in their cons-
cience, their “last cause” was already
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impossible to bear lor 10 them “there
can be no legions without an empire,
no centurions without Rome, and no
Rome  without domination.” They
all died in vain,

When every thing is changing 50
fast in this world wday, nothing is
more catastrophic than the destrac-
ton of our civilizaion,  Let us not
wait  therelore  Tor  the  hydrogen
bombs 1o explode but we must, to
our very best, exert our cfforts o
prevent such explosions. Tt is beuer
1o stand up and be counted than be
counted while Iaid in rows, Such an
inevitable thing will happen for man
s only morct and when that hap-
pens. there will not be tomorrow and
the thousands of years of the history
ol man’s lile on carth will ¢come 10
and end.

Our only hope is an  emduring
peace. The test ban recently adopred
by the nuclear powers s, indeed,
very dawdable for mankind. Jo is
Iannan kiskdness, decency, Jove that
count, not prejudice al hawe; for
no matier what happens, we must
love, not hate. Only then will our
seeing eye anl our ateentive  cars
sense the greatness of the enduring
words of that martyr-christian, Fran-
cis of Assisi

“Lord, make me an jnstrument
of peace. Where there is hatred,

Jet me sow love: where there is in-

jury, pardon; wherve there is doub,

faith; where there is despatr, hope:
where there is darkness, light; and
where there is sadness, joy.

Devine Master, grant thar 1 may
not so much seek to be consoled
as to console: to be understood as
to understand; to be loved as Lo
love; for i is in giving that we
may reccive; it is in pardoning
that we are pardoned; and it is in
dying that we are born 10 €ternal
life.”
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It is the man who sullers a real
deprivation that an ideal is first nec-
essity of lile; for man is an idealist
by nature, and only great sullcvings
aive hirth 1o gread ideals; and never,
but this time, is the Cross more sym-
holic of man’s ultimate hope; and
prayers, more timely. No one can
repress the liberty of conscience. “Uhe

axiom — “the fear of God is the be-
aiming of wisdom” — has survived,
up to this day, as a cult even to the
infidels; and, as the salvation or
damnation of the soul depends, in
the last resort, upon His judgment,
man must live in the right irection
— towards God — with the burdens
and confusions of his own history.
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Questions and Answers
By A. LEYNES CORCUERA

If you have any questien on Masonry, wrile it down on a piece of paper and mail

i te "Quastions and Anmwers,” Cabletow, 1440 Sem Moerceline, Mamila,

Your answer

will sppsar in this section of The Cabletow, unless it is a question which should
be answered by direct correspondence, in which case you will receive the answer

by mail.

OUESTION: Was Hivam Abif a
real, or merely a mythical, pervson?

ANSWER: He was a real person,
an artisan in mcials, who was semt
King Hiram ol Tyre (flourished
about 1000 B.C) to King Solomon
1o work on the ornamentation of
the Temple (1 Kings 7:13.45; 2
Chronicles 1,101 22

QUESTION:  tid Hivam AbIif die
in the wmanney buon to all Mas-
ter Masons?

ANSWER:  No: he linbhed  the
work he was caltad to do {or King
Solomon’s Temple (2 Chronicles
LI Accordimg to Flavias Jose.
phus (AD. 27 = AD, 95) “lHe
lived in Tue long alterwards.”

OULESTYION:  Hay the Bitde alivays

been a pert of the fitrntture of the

fodge?

ANSWER: Nod oweowasy notr until
1560t the Caand Lodge of Eug-
land (1717), upon motion ol wil.
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liam Preston (1742-1818) , deereed
(hat the Bible be made one of the
Great Lights (Voor—his, Facts for
Muasons, p. 27).

QUESTION: What s
Ancient Craft Masonry,

ANSWER: It is the name given wo
the three degrees of symbolic, or
Blue Lodge Masonry — the Ener-
el Apprentice, the Fellow Crady,
wnd the Master Mason, Sometimes
the tenn is shortened 0 Craft M
sonry, The term is most appro.
piate because it calls avention 10
the Laar thae the three degrees do
not helong o any particular rite,
vhat 1hey constinune primitive Mo
SO

QUES'T 1ON: Iy do Masons hon
o Pythagoras?

ANSWER: Pythagoris (¢, 382
a7 B.CoL born at Samos, was
temarkable and great Greck phil-
osopher.  In the course of his ra

meant by

27



