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Bataan: One Year After 
By !\IANUEL L. QUEZON 

}N the bsc weeks. thev were an JJ"m\· ot hag!!JrJ. sc.in·t·J 
feverish heroes. Their fight was ended They 0 had lost rh~ 
b::tde. They had Jost to superior numbers, to superior (·qu•p· 
ment, to an enCID)· "'hose :Illies v.·ere uopic.11 Jise:.1>c .• rn,I 
hunger, and ucrer f.icigue. And so they surrendt·rcJ. in th<: 
wilds of Bauao. co GenerJ! Tomoniki Y.1m.1\h11.1. 

That was a ye:ir ago this week .. The world will nor !>non 
forget the story of Bataan. Ocher bJtdcs and other ht·rnes 
may capcure :ittention in a war th.u now r.1ges fwm Nt·w 
Guinea to Russia. and from China co North Africa. but the 
memory of B.1raan will noc dov.•n. 

There, in the Philippines, the American fl.1g was h:tukd 
down, m1mpled upon b~· an arrog:mt aggressor. 

Ac the same time, during the months of fighting. the 
world sensed a spirit hovering over that blood-stained 
peninsula-a spirit made of rhe ideals that move nations. 
and build lasting loyalties in the heartS of free men. It was 
the very spirit that, in the first place, inspired in humanity 
the ideals of freedom and democracy, and then, through 
generations of struggle, gave men the will to endure foggor 
and noose and firing-squad in order to bring those dreams 
co practical realization. 

As those who have been through the realities of barde 
know ver:y well, men under fire do noc talk much about 
ideals and principles. Such things are matters for those who 
uy to explain why human beings were williog-e,•en cager 
-ro go through so much before the llesh refused to carry 
them any further. 

During the months that we spent in Corregidor, so close 
co Bataan, and undergoing our own simultaneous pounding, 
we came co understand a little of what the men on Bataan 
were facing every day. Even as the bombs were falling on 
Bataan, rhey were also falling on Corregidor, and we saw 
our wounded and dead. Our food, like theirs, was scarce 
and bad. And yet, through rhe whole ordeal, we felt the 
clean lire in the souls of the men, from General MacArthur 
to the Jase and rawest private. 

In the face of Douglas MacArthur there was never a 
Bicker of fear. When the alert screamed, and the Japanese 
planes soared overhead, he never scurried for shelter. He 
would stay outside the runnel without even the protection 
of a helmet, till his work was done. On rhe first day of the 
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bumb111g of Corrt·gt<lor. Gener.LI M.1u\rrhur lud his home 
.inJ Im otlicC' on "ropsi,k."' He was workini; J.t his desk 
wlwn tht· J.ip.tnt~ pl.int~ t.tmt :\s tlK· bomhs dropped and 
the fr.1,em<·t11' fdl .l;1n_cc-rn11~h· ( ln<t to him . .1 ~nun.i: Filipino 
s,.(Jiu. Im ordc:rly. k.1pt.,f ro M.1<1\rcltun "J~. sn.H<hed off 
hi' own lidme1 .. in•! hd .. l ir "'"l'r the ( <tntr.11's hc.1J. Th~t 
,...ld1«r", h .• nd Jn.I ""~' ""rt· IJ,(f.•t<·,I v1unu,ly hy rhe 
>ln.tpnd Hut iht· <•cntr.11 hJ.I ""' heu1 t"mh<:,f. 

It )Urpn ... l·(I n" nfl< ih.H rht" _..\nH. r1t. ,tfl') 111 the Ph1hpptn('5 

kught hr.1H·I)· :--;.,,_ l hd1t". ""' .1mn1w "''l'r"<·d h rlw 
f.ttt rh.1c 1hc f1lir111"' \i111LI t·;t.:111 br.1H.J~. '"(' 

ThC' !>1t!.n1fi .. :Jnr tlung 1,1..1-s 1u .. r fh.,r rhe hltrinu.s ~''"f,J 
light, !:>ur th.11 rher dtd li.~ht 

A y<-.H .titer rite t.dl ,,f ll.ir,1.m. ·"th< w.ir <"ncinues to 

!>pr<.•.,,.J ('\'C'r}'\\·hcrt·. u ,.., \\ 1 ... e r\1 <:x,iminc lhi" f.u. r furrhc-r 
\X'hcn J.ip.u1 .11r.1<k(·J dH: Phd1pp11K>. 'h" rri.-.1 1n CVt"f)' 

po>s1blc: w,l\' ro "m"n<C· tht· !"11.1'"'" l"""('k 1h.1t she had 
no dcsicns on llKm ~lw insi,td llur htr onlv ~ im w.1s to 

ddeat ;ht· Fn11,·<I Sr.11es, ro '·"'. :\,,_, ior rh~ As1.11ics;' to 
desrrnr tht· i'''"'t'< ,,; rh<: whnc: rc-«rk'. lkr p.imphlcts and 
rJd10 prup.1g.mJ.1 str<•Vc t<J ~pltt the F1l1pinos from the 
Amcrn;.tns. 1\ll to n11 avJtl. Tht· whole tountry rose up 
ag.1111,t rhem. 

Thcr<: w<:rc· not onl}· militarr ht"'"''· Th1:rc were dvili.ms 
--men like Buen.wemur.1 Bell1l, the Director of a private 
college in Vig;tn. \\'how.ts ord1:rcd by the Jap;1ncsc ro lower 
chc Amcrictn fl.lg. although nor 1he Filipino flag which was 
tiring beside it, in from of his building. He refused. and the 
Japanese cxecutd him. 

Most of rhe soldiers under MacArthur were nor Ameri­
cans. They were Filipinos-Filipinos from Luzon and Min­
d;1nao, from Negros and the Visayan Jsl:tnds-men from 
rhe towns and farms and villages throughout the Philip­
pines-men nurtured in freedom and trained for inde­
pepdence. 

For every American lighting man on Bataan, there were 
seven Filipino soldiers by his side. To the American toll of 
3,000 dead, we counted 20,000 Filipinos killed in action. 

Why did the Filipinos light? The answer should be rold 
until ir is known by heart the world over, until its lesson 
is applied wherever colonial peoples yearn for freedom. 

In a single sentence, the answer is this: 
The Filipinos fought because America had given them 

freedom. 
When the American flag came to rhe Philippines above 

the guns of Admiral Dewey's .fleer in 1898, neither the Fili-



pino p.."'Oplc nor the rest of rhe "·or:d belie"cd rhac che 
UniceJ St•lCC$ intended e\·cr t<l "'ithdr•l'I\'. The Filipinos 
Jcm.1nJcJ immeJi:ne independence. \Vhen chis was refused. 
rht'y concluded ch,11 the Philippines h:i..I dclin•red itself of 
•me foreign ryunny l)nly C•l find itself burdened with 
another. A fierce :1nd cr.1~ic fi~hc followed. It ended nnh­
when numerically supcri<~ A~crican for.:cs. better cr.1inC:t 
bcccer fed and 1:-eccer equipped. made furrhcr rcsisrnncc 
impossible. But the Filipinos were nm conquer<'-! by guns 
alone. Finally the~· began ro rcaliic the honest dforts nf 
America co help them make progress in e,·er}· lield d human 
endea\·or and. through trial and error. w :1chieve the 
democmic w.iy of liie. President McKinley lud dccbred: 

··The Philippines :ire ours. nor co exploit but co develop. 
co civilize. co educate, co rr.iin in che science oi self-go,·ern· 
menr. This is rhe pach of duty which we must follow or be 
recre:inr to 3 mighry trust commicced co us:· 

Each Americ3n President after McKinley said somewhat 
the same thing. in "'ords of grearer or lesser grace. During 
\X.ilson's adminisrrarion, Congress enacted rhe Jones La"'· 
promising independence when a srable government could 
bt' esrablished in the Philippines. Eighteen years later. with 
President Roose,·elr's recommendation. Congress kept the 
earlier pledge. The Tydings-McDuffie Act of 1934 ga,·e the 
Filipino people an opporruniry co write their O\\'O demo­
cratic consticurion, establish rhe Commonwealth Govern­
menr. elecc 3 President, and prepare the inaugurnrion of the 
fell.fledged Philippine Republic in 1946. 

Thar was America's record in che Philippines. It is the 
secret of Bataan. The Filipinos fought for the American 
Aag. when it was arracked, because rhey knew they were 
fighting for rheir own freedom. And the Filipinos are still 
fighting the Japanese everywhere in the Philippines. Broad­
casrs from Tokio re\'eal this information when, now and 
rhen. they cell the "·orld of executions of Filipinos en masse. 

The forty·ye-.ir .record of American-Philippine collabora· 
cion is not merelr an explanarion of Bataan. Ir is a signpost 
for rhe future. For here, charred through rrial and error, is 
the blueprint of che pracrical solution for working ouc the 
furure destiny of dependent peoples afrer the war. Under· 
lying rhe whole scory of America in the Philippines is the 
promise of Filipino freedom made and kept. This is che 
essence of the Atlantic Charter. ro which rhe United Na­
tions are pledged. A recurn 10 rhe outworn ways of im­
perialism will sooner or later plunge mankind inco an· 
ocher v.·orld war. For the millions who yearn for liberry, 
it would make litcle difference who rheir masters are, if 
masters they will have. Dicratorshi ps or democracies arc 
all in rhe same category from rhe poinc of view of che 
subjugated people, unless democracies mean to recognize 
rheir right to govern themselves. 

Today in the Philippines, my people are suffering from 
want, from sickness, from Jack of everything they hacl 
prior to the invasion. Their wages have been reduced. There 
is vast unemployment. Free speech and a free press are 
things of the pasr. In what was once the best-informed 
Eastern nation there are now only the skimpy, censored 
newspapers printing falsehoods from Domei. Filipino eyes 
are on America and Filipino hopes are for deliverance. 
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Filipino$ remember whac President Roosevelt wlc.I them 
while they were in the chick of the light in Baraan. 

"I gi,·e to che people of the PhilipJ)ines my solemn 
pledge rhac cheir freedom will be redeemed and their indc­
pcndcnn· t-srablished and protected. The entire rt'sourccs in 
men ;1ml materi.11 of chc United St;1tes scond behind that 
ple,lgc.·· 

The Filipinos arc rnn\'in«ed rim this pledge will be fu(. 
filled. They know char. great as ;rrc 1heir losses in men and 
p~opcn)". much ,1s they arc •utTcring. their •acrilice i• nnr 
Ill \•;,liO, 

Ewn now, and before !lw inv,1der has been expelled from 
my country. the freedom for which our ancestors and our 
own gener.uion h.n·c fou,i:;ht and died is already a reality 

Pre>1<knc Rnoscveh h.is, m effect, already given the 
Philippines reco.i:nrrion .is •10 indc-pcndcnr n.1rion 

He ha~ rerngnized our right ro t.1kc p.1rc in the P3cili<: 
\1(7;u Council. with Gre;lt Brif:lln. China. the Netherl.lod• 
and the self·g•l\'Crnmg Dom•ninm of C.111.1d.t. J\usrrali.1 
and New Zc.1land. The Prcs1dcnr of the: l!nirt·<I Stan·• him· 
sdf prcsides over tlw Council t.tbk 

In the name of :he Philippines. l .1111 .1 "i:;n.H"rr ''' rhC' 
Atlancic Charter. \Vie ;ire nnC' ()f rht· l ;n11c·d N.Hio"' And 
whether the war is ended before or .1fr1:r Julr ·i, 19-16. rhc 
date fixed for rhe esr.1blishme111 of the Philirp1nc Rt·pul>lic 
I am certain th;H we 'hall h.1,·c our own reprcscntarrnn m 
the Pe.1cc Conference. The only ihing l.tcking is rhc form.ti 
establishment of the Philippine RC'public. whid1 will u:r· 
rainly cake pl:occ a• soon as che Filrpinns ha\'e been freed 
from the dutches of the enemy and mn exercise their full 
right to elect rhc oflicials of tht· Gm-ernmcnt of rht· 
Republic. 

Moreover. hr agreement between Presidcm Roosc\'dt 
and myself, studies are now being made for submission to 
Congress of the means to rchabiliwc che Philippines 
t-conomically and financiallr. 

This is a real application of the Adancic Charter. che 
unanimous srafC.'ment of war aims b}' all the Uniced Nations. 
Ir is che wai• in which chc American people and the Filipino 
people can keep faith with che American and Filipino boys 
who died on Bataan and Corregidor. 

Communicating with the 
Philippines 

How can J send word to chc Philippines? How can I 
he;u: from my folks there? These :ire rwo questions upper· 
mosr in the minds of many people now in che United 
Scares who have relati\•es and friends in Japanese-occupied 
Philippines. 

Lacesc informarion from the American Red Cross is char 
chc· siwacion now is very much like whnr it was fosr year 
immediaccly ;ifter rhe fall of the Philippines. Amerirno 
Red Cross aurhoricies have not, however, given up hope 
char their atcempts to etTecc contact between interested par· 
ri<.-s in the rwo countries through chc International Red 
Cross in Swirzerlnnd may in rhc nccar future be successful. 

Ac present any person mny file n message of not more 
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