
Vol. I—No. 9 Manila. Philippines, February, 1948 P0.50 a copy



GREETINGS

To The PHILIPPINE LEGION

On Its 3rd Annual Convention

Jose Rizal College Post
STI DENTS CHAPTER 
PHILIPPINE LEGION



February, 1948 THE LEGIONER Page 1

Our Contributors
Undoubtedly the most pressing inter

nal problem we have today relates to the 
Huks. Several solutions have been of
fered but each time there is a hostile 
remark on the other side of the fence.

Col. Alejo Santos, Assemblyman from 
Bulacan, Overall Commander of the Bu- 
lacan Military Area, and the National 
Auditor of the Philippine Legion, pre
sents his view. Coming from a Huk-in- 
fested area and having a first-hand 
knowledge of the intricate problem since 
the resistance days, Congressman Santos 
is one of the few well-qualified to draw 
a conclusion on the subject. No wonder 
he was one of those mentioned by the 
Huk Supreme Commander as an accep
table mediator.

Come to think of it, maybe the resis
tance leaders would be excellent media
tors between the Government and the 
Huks. It seems that the politicians have 
so bungled the whole thing.

Can we offer our services to the Ad
ministration? What does our comrade- 
in-arms Luis Taruc say?

The Filipino ace, Col. Jesus Villamor, 
the National Historian of the Philippine 
Legion, opens his tight lips for the first 
time and talks of his new post-war as
signment — the Manila International 
Airport and its implications. It would 
seem that Jess has grown tired of be
coming just a mere national figure. He 
is trying the international field now.

Lt. Col. Manuel T. Flores, the unas
suming but very efficient ROTC Super
intendent, touches on a flaming issue in 
the universities, colleges and schools to
day: should summer cadre training be 
compulsory or optional ? Col. Flores was 
an USAFFE officer and was one of the 
able assistants of the late hero, Col. 
Nakar, in the resistance movement in the 
North.

Lorenzo B. Cabrera is our Associate 
Editor and to talk further about him 
seems unethical. To his many friends 
he is better known as “Lorry”.

So with, Maj. Alfredo M. Bustamente, 
our Circulation Manager, known to all 
his friends as "BUSTE.” He is the
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Chairman of the Membership Committee 
of the Philippine Legion, organizer and 
first commander of the Legion of Min
danao Guerrillas in Manila. He served 
as an officer in the USAFFE and in 
various guerrilla outfits in Mindanao 
under Senator Salipada K. Pendatun 
and Col. W. W. Fertig.

Mr. A. A. Acuna is the Press Rela
tions Officer of the Philippine National 
Red Cross which has also just declared 

its independence from its mother organ
ization, in keeping with the spirit of 
the times. Every veteran knows what 
the Red Cross means to the country. 
This might well serve as an appeal to 
all our comrades to give his share to 
the drive. Give till it hurts! After all, 
aren’t we used to memorizing our meals ?

Gen. Macario Peralta, Jr. needs no 
introduction to you, of course. He is 
the guiding soul of the Filipino veterans.
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EDITORIALS

Unity, First
The Philippine Legion is scheduled for 

the third time to meet in a National 
Convention in this City, All provinces 
will be represented by able and out
standing veterans in order to discuss 
their common problems and try to seek 
solutions intended to redound to the wel
fare of the veterans As a whole. It 
would seem however that many of these 
solutions cannot be attained as long as 
the virus of a dread disease still clings 
among the veterans.

For today the Filipino veterans are

still disorganized, scattered, disunited. 
If there is anything that our veterans 
are direly in want today, it is that pro
blematical solidarity, the ties of a com
mon bond, the oneness of thought and 
purpose, the singleness of spirit and 
vision.

It is painful to recall the numerous 
unnecessary and purposeless fights that 
occurred between many a guerrilla unit 
during those trying resistance days. For 
sheer selfishness and a misguided am
bition to control particular areas, mis
understanding developed and skirmishes 
arose. The lowly subordinates had to 
follow the command of the leader, right

or wrong, resulting in bitterness, hatred 
and uncessary deaths.

I thought of recalling to mind those 
lamentable incidents not to reopen the 
wound but to assuage it: to draw once 
and for all a stinging lesson from that 
bitter past.

For it would seem that the veterans 
of today have not profited from those 
sad memories. Today the venom of the 
same disease of veterans. The same 
selfishness of leaders has resulted in 
one legion here, another led by a dif
ferent commander there, and still an
other guided by a third who believes 

(Continued on page 27)

Amnesty
In an unheralded and sweeping pro

clamation, the President of the Philip
pines granted “full and complete amnesty 
to all persons accused of any offense 
against the national security for acts 
allegedly committed to give aid and com
fort to the enemy during the last war” 
subject, however, to the confirmation of 
the National Assembly.

It was literally a bombshell that feli 
on a stunned and bewildered public. Re
actions vary and emotions differ even 
among a particular class of people. But

a survey shows that among a great ma
jority of the resistance leaders there is 
one clear, resounding note: they are 
against the grant of the amnesty.

It is not that the veterans believe that 
all those who are under indictment in 
the People’s Court for treason are guilty. 
The veterans do not feel that all those 
who served the puppet government dur
ing the brutal days of Japanese accupa- 
tion or all those who sold commodities to 
the Japs during that time should be con
victed.

But they do believe that all those un
der indictment, whether inherently in
nocent or with a guilty conscience,

whether rightly prosecuted or proceeded 
against for some political or other ul
terior motives, should have his day in 
court.

For the innocent, amesty would be. an 
insult. The grant of amnesty presup
poses by any measure the existence of 
a crime. Amnesty, as far as the innocent 
are concerned, cannot remove that stig
ma of guilt which would cling to them 
as long as they are alive.

This is precisely the reason why many 
of the indictees, particularly those ac
cused of treasonable political collabora
tion are rushing up the People’s Court 

(Continued ffi page 25)
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Courses Offered:

• ARCHITECTURE
• CIVIL ENGINEERING
• ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
• MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
• MINING ENGINEERING
• CHEMICAL ENGINEERING

AND A COMPLETE
• HIGH SCHOOL COURSE FOR

BOYS AND GIRLS

MAPUA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Doroteo Jose, Near Corner Rizal Avenue

TOMAS MAPUA GONZALO T. VALES
PRESIDENT and FOUNDER DEAN
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UNDERSCORING THE HUK PROBLEM
By ALEJO S. SANTOS 

Representative, 2nd District, Bulacan

Alleged Huks shown in a Central Luzon MP stockade closely guarded by an M.P.
(Photo Courtesy of Manila Chronicle)

THE AUTHOR

I was requested by the Legioner to 
write on the much-debated Huk problem. 
I do not seek, by this article, to take 
issue with the President or with the 
Secretary of the Interior on their an
nounced policy to employ force to solve 
the problem, albeit I believe it is not 
the best fneans. If anything, this article 
seeks only to give some background on 
the Huk situation that may be enlighten
ing particularly to the Philippine Le- 
gioners.

In justice to the Huk organization, it 
may be rightfully said, and here other 
guerrilla commanders in Central and 
Southern Luzon will agree with me, that 
the Hukbalahap was a genuine guerrilla 
organization. It was one of the biggest 
and most active guerrilla units which 
operated under a Filipino overall com
mander. The combat record of the Huk
balahap forces during the enemy occupa
tion will challenge many highly-touted 
Usaffe guerrilla forces all over the Phil

ippines, and will put to shame so many 
recognized 1945 guerrilla organizations 
which were non-existent during the oc
cupation. The morale and discipline of 
Hukbalahap forces withstood more than 
three years the efforts of the Japanese 
army to subdue them. The Huks were 
tougher than the Japanese Imperial 
Forces; in matters of intelligence and 
infiltration tactics, the Huk forces were 
superior.

I think I am in a position to know. As 
CO of the Bulacan Military Area during 
the Occupation and up to the liberation 
of the province, there were instances 
when my men and I had to deal with 
the Huks to the extent of engaging them 
in many encounters, just as it also hap
pened in other Central Luzon provinces. 
Why the Huk and the Usaffe forces 
fought each other and became embittered 
enemies is quite a long story, but it can 
be boiled down to these causes: 1) re- 

(Continued on page 21)
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MERIT NOT SENIORITY
By GEN. MACARIO PERALTA, JR.

Inasmuch as an alleged spokesman 
of Headquarters National Defense 
Forces has seen fit to mention my 
name in connection with charges of 
discrimination in promotions of regular 
officers in the Army, although I have 
not so far been involved in any alleged 
secret conferences, I desire to present 
the following for the information of this 
alleged spokesman.

The Quezon rule reference promotion 
by virtue of seniority was made during 
peace. The late President Quezon was 
the very first one to recognize that such 
a rule was good only for peacetime con
ditions and when war broke out, he 
sanctioned the promotion of junior offi
cers even over the heads of senior offi
cers because of merit proven in the bat
tlefield. As a result, many junior offi
cers obtained high ranks much to the 
envy of old fogies whose army training 
was sadly deficient as could be shown 
by their war records.

The present situation in the Army 
is a fight between these very same old 
fogies who were jumped during the war 
and competent young men whose mili
tary training and ability in the field 
have been amply proven. These bar
nacles insist now that everything is ap
parently peaceful that their long years 
of service be given priority over proven

War is the real test of an officer. If 
he fails to make good in war, he should 
not complain when a more able man is 
placed over him. An army is a busi
ness — a very important business. No 
sane owner of a business will allow a 
clerk to become manager of an import
ant division of a corporation just be

cause of his long years of faithful ser
vice. Such a faithful clerk should be 
rewarded liberally but not by promo
tion. His pay should be increased by 
the “fogy” system, but the business 
should not be left to his incompetent 
hands.

This is not a reflection on the faith
ful officers of our army who find them
selves maladjusted because of changing 
conditions. These men must be taken 
care of correctly, retired with all honors 
and held up as an example of loyalty 
and faithfulness to the junior officers 
and men.

In my personal conversations with 
many of these officers, they know that 
they are maladjusted and hence only 
want their retirement in order to give 
way to their juniors who are more ca
pably trained in United States schools. 
These men deserve my highest esteem 
because their attitude is one of sacri
ficing their personal dignity for the 
sake of an army and a service that they 
love instead of following amor propio. 
Theirs is the attitude of a loyal rear 
guard unit whose job is to sacrifice 
themselves to assure the safety of the 
army. These old faithful officers re
present the real spirit of the old Phil
ippine Army.

But we have, too, a group of old 
officers who do not understand progress. 
They insist on .preserving their posi
tions and resist changing for the bet
ter so long as they can comfortably sit 
on swivel chairs, talk importantly, and 
receive their salaries. Many of this 
group never got promoted during the 
war — they only got promotions after 
the war based on their seniority.

This alleged spokesman who quoted 
my military record does not even know 
my military record fully. I was pro
moted by MacArthur to Lieutenant Col
onel of Infantry on February 13, 1943, 
and was promoted by him to full colonel 
on August 4, 1943. I am not ashame 
to confess that I got my promotions 
during the war and by merit. I was 
also promoted to Brigadier General 
jumping over the heads of many loyal 
and faithful officers with longer serv
ice than I. I know that many envied 
the record of my promotions, but I can 
not help it. These very same people 
are the type who can never forgive 
somebody who is more lucky than they.

Discipline in an army is essential. 
One can never have real discipline in 
the United States and Philippine Armies 
by ignoring merit. To some extent, 
you can compel enlisted men to obey 
an officer by fear of punishment, but 
that is not the discipline we want in a 
democratic army. Discipline must be 
founded on mutual respect because dis
cipline is reasoned obedience — not 
blind obedience.

When one sees in the army promo
tion lists a man who was first lieut
enant before the war, never got promot
ed during the war, never distinguished 
himself during the war, now jumping to 
the grade of major over the heads of 
young officers who proved their worth 
in the field, there is something dead 
wrong in the promotion policies of that 
army. The sooner we call a showdown 
the better for the sake of our young 
officers who after all will be the cannon 
fodder in the next war.
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MIA ■■ THE FULFILLMENT OF A MISSION
By Col. JESUS A. VILLAMOR

Col. Willis G. Carter signing the transfer papers of Nichols Field to Phil
ippine Republic on January 5, 1948. Col. J. A. Villamor, MIA director, looks 
on.

Promptly at 3:00 on the afternoon of 
January 5, 1948, in an army shack, fol
lowing the signing of transfer papers 
by Colonel Willis G. Carter, Command
ing Officer of the U.S. Army 4th Air 
Depot, on behalf of the U.S. Govern
ment, and myself for the Philippine Re
public, Nichols Field, U.S. Army Air 
Base was taken over by the Philippine 
Government. It was not the formal 
turning over where envoys and diplo
mats smoothly bow and exchange re
marks in strict adherence to diplomatic 
protocol. Thereby, there was neither 
flag raising nor flag lowering; no brass 
bands blaring, no long speeches. When 
Colonel Carter and I signed the papers, 
it simply meant that a nation had ful
filled a mission and another nation was 
to fulfill a mission. The former, the 
U.S. Government was for all reasons 
and purposes through with the use of 
Nichols Field and the latter, was to 
proceed with a plan in keeping with 
general world progress by way of esta
blishing a very much needed interna
tional airport. Thus the plan of the 
Manila International Airport.

What the creation of an international 
airport may mean to the layman in 
aviation is to me a matter for conjec
ture. But to those who in one way or 
another directly or indirectly involve 

and devolve themselves in aviation, it 
is virtually to step to keeping up with 
all phases in world progress, be it in 
commerce, industry, culture and per
haps not too incidentally—defense men 
and women in business and all profes
sions will realize this. Soldiers realize 
this. They should be the first one to 
recognize and rally to the importance 
of aviation. The last War should have 
made us all realize that aviation was a 
potent factor in the making or the un
making of nations.

The Manila International Airport is 
not a scheme that was thought of over
night. It had been planned and replan
ned, following the Development Pro
gram of the Philippine and U.S. Civil 
Aeronautics Administrations. In this 
connection, the United States 79th Con
gress, in accordance with Public Law 
No. 370, has appropriated $8,000,000.00 
(PIG,000,000.00) for the rehabilitation of 
civil aviation in the Philippines. These 
funds were primarily intended for the 
building and improvement of one inter
national airport with navigational faci
lities sufficient to handle the needs of 
a first class international airport, plus 
three other alternate international air
ports. The said fund is allocated for 
new 7,500 feet runway for the im
provement of the existing runways 

provement of the existing runaways 
which will meet ICAO standards; for 
the construction, purchase and main
tenance of navigational facilities and 
equipment for a period of three years; 
and for the administrative cost of CAA’s 
rehabilitation program for three years.

Then Nichols Field was turned over 
to the Philippine Government with the 
agreement that sufficient facilities be 
left by the U.S. Army to operate the 
airport immediately upon acquisition by 
the Philippine Government. This ap
parently was the peg to fit into the the 
hole of the scheme of things.

But one must not labor under the de
lusion that things are handed to us in a 
silver platter—ours to make use of or 
to waste. The turning over of Nichols 
Field after the allotment of 8 million 
dollars need not be considered as the 
crowning glory. Instead, the gestures 
should be taken as a challenge as to 
how much we can make use of the ex
tended hand. From then on, it must be 
our own energy, our own incentive, our 
own imagination, our own resourceful
ness. This is a challenge to our national 
integrity and pride, a test on how we 
shall take our stride in the wake of 
general world advancement.

For it must be made plain that the 
Civil Aeronautics Administration Reha
bilitation program limits itself to the 
construction of certain terminal facili
ties at the international airport and the 
providing of some navigational facilities 
for international air travel. It is there
fore left to the Philippine Government 
to build the airport terminal facilities 
and other airport establishments. In 
the wake of this comes the problem 
of administration, management, opera
tions. Administration must in general 
"sell” aviation. Airport operations must 
be so that they can have the airport 
operating with the assurance of the ma
ximum of efficiency and safety. Busi
ness management must necessarily ope
rate in a self-sustaining business pro
position wherein the income should carry 
the entire maintenance cost of the air
port and take care of the rest of the 
investment.

For this matter, all these functions 
that arc necessary to run an interna
tional airport should be given a maxi
mur.' of encouragement to make the 
Manila International Airport a paying 
proposition and a rich source of revenue. 
It must be borne in mind that the plan 
is approached with the view that the 

(Continued on page 24)
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Memories . . .
by lorry b. cabrera

I met one of the few surviving vete
rans of the 41st Division, USAFFE 
which was under the command of the 
late Gen. Vicente Lim during the Ba
taan Campaign at the offices of the 
Philippine Veterans Board at Wallace 
Field in Manila. The several campaign 
ribbons and a Purple Heart decoration 
with two oak leaf clusters he was proud
ly wearing caught my fancy as he 
fought his way through a milling crowd 
of jobless veterans eager to fill up ap
plications with the Employment Section 
of the PVB. Anxious to find out what 
these jobless and disabled veterans feel 

I took this fellow by the arm after he 
filled up his application blank and tried 
my best to ask him of his battle expe
riences and his present living condition. 
Of course this has been a favorite sub
ject of fictionists ever since the Phil
ippines was liberated. But to get it 
direct from a veteran who was really 
“there” sounds more than the best fic
tion ever written.

His name: he doesn’t want his name 
to be published, but let’s call him Pablo 
Bayani. He walks witk a limp because 
he was wounded in action at Abucay and 
Orion.... forgotten battlegrounds as 

February, 1948
unremembered as the men who fought in 
them. You have seen his kind... they 
are common sights in the streets.... 
looking for a job... trying to eke out 
a living like the rest of us inspitc of his 
handicap... only he is not so fortu
nate. .. the odds against him are so 
great that it takes much courage, like 
his, to be able to maintain his rightful 
place under the sun. He is still walking 
the pavements with only the sound of 
his broken-soled army shoes and worn 
out at the edges to prod him towards 
the light. When his body grows tired 
and benumbed, he stops to rest awhile 
on the dirty pavement, closing his eyes 
to deceive himself, to ignore the hard, 
bitter realities that have been his lot; 
that have been his reward for strug
gling for a country that can easily for
get.

My first question: What do you re
member about Bataan?

With a flash in his reddish eyes he 
quickly grasped for an answer, yes he 
remembers Bataan, now the unremem
bered.

Thus he began: “It’s funny that I 
can only find peace now in the memories 
of Bataan; these are the only things 
that have remained. I recall fondly 
how the people in December 1941 looked 
with pride at us as we passed the streets 
of Manila, how they cheered and put 
UP their fingers in a “V” for Victory 
sign. We were heroes then,” he mur
mured as he clenched his teeth with bit
terness.

"In January 1942, we reached Bataan 
confident that when it was all over we 
would be welcomed with the same kind of 
cheering and warmth. But, what do I 
find now? The people who cheered 
have forgotten us. Fellow veterans do 
not even share in the fruits of Victory 
because they who fought are still rest
less, they who fought have still no peace 
after the long and bitter ordeal. I am 
not happy anymore,” he sighed and ask
ed me for a glass of water.

I motioned to one of the clerks to give 
him some water while I was busy writ
ing his story. I noticed his hands were 
trembling and before I could warn him 
the glass fell from his trembling, dirty 
hands.

“I only feel rested when I think of 
my dark days in Bataan, but that only 
reminds me of killing and all the horrible 
things that go with mortal strife. And 
for the first time, I, Pablo Bayani, the 
soldier, veteran of many grim battles, 

(Continued on page 24)
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SI MMlili CHIP TRlIMMIIn Indispensable 
Appendage tn the IIIITl' tarsi'

In the last world war in which we 
inopportunately found ourselves involv
ed, the genuine efforts and noble sacri
fices shown by ROTC graduates and un
dergraduates will long be remembered. 
For this very reason the Army is dele
gating to the ROTC the tremendous 
task of organizing, training and main
taining a wide pool of officers and men 
to constitute a well-prepared reserve 
force ready to heed the country’s call 
not only in times of stress and chaos 
but ako in times of peace. In this 
issue, we are proud to mention the re
surrection of that important component 
of our citizen army — the ROTC.

Our ROTC program was patterned 
after that of the United States Army 
and it covers a wide scope in the field 
of military science. It is designed to 
give an individual a fo idation of rea
sonable discipline and i not intended 
to serve as a conversion of peaoeful 
trends into military fanaticism. It is 
rather made as an adjunct to civil edu
cation not only to make the youth con
scious of his obligations and responsibi
lities toward the preservation of the 
state but also to prepare him to per
form his duties confidently and effi
ciently in the future. Furthermore, this 
course of military instruction affords 
to institutions a means for practical 
training in organization leadership 
which will be of value to their graduated 
students when they choose to enter an 
industrial or professional career.

The course of military science and 
tactics prescribed in the different col
leges and universities calls for a period 
of four years and is divided into two 
parts — the Basic and the Advanced 
Co.urse. The basic course is compulso
ry and consists of the first two years 
in the department of military science 
and tactics which correspond to the 
freshman and sophomore years of the 
academic departments. In addition, af
ter the completion of the second year 
class, eash cadet has to undergo summer 
camp training and a successful comple
tion of this training is necessary before 
a certificate of graduation from the 
basic course is issued to him. The ad
vanced course is optional and consists 
of the last two years in the department 
of military science and tactics which 

by Lt. Col. Manuel T. Flores 
Superintendent, ROTC

correspond to the junior and senior 
years of the academic departments.

Having set foot on the threshold of 
the ROTC program, we begin to picture 
a clearer view of the whole course of 
military education. With this premise, 
we may now proceed to discuss the fun
damental necessity of the summer camp 
training in the curriculum of the basic 
course, contending that this phase is an 
indispensable appendage to the ROTC 
course as a whole and hence a subsidia
ry element contributing to the success 
of the overall national defense system 
of our country.

Summer camp training indoctrinates 
the individual on the principles of mo
rale, discipline and initiative far be
yond what the classroom work in the 
university can orient or be able to ac
complish. It develops the health, 
strength and physical endurance of the 
individual in the face of adverse odds. 
He is physically hardened, qualifying 
him to long and strenuous marches, to 
skillful use of his weapons and to in
cessant care for himself and his trans
portation in the field. It permits the 
individual to absorb the basic and tech
nical subjects that are taught in school 
because in the training camp these sub
jects are so well balanced as to finally 

prepare him to take the field at any 
time. It further develops the inherent 
quality of the individual to react cor
rectly to the solution of an assumed or 
outlined tactical situation in the least 
possible amount of time whether he is 
working individually or as a member of 
a unit or team. Finally it serves as a 
check to unforseen deficiences, the cor
rection of which may have been neglect
ed or overlooked during the process of 
instruction in'ihe school.

In the summer camp, adequate ter
rain is secured to suit certain phases 
of tactical problems which otherwise 
training in the college will not be able 
to cope with due to the limited area of 
the campus terrain. The daily routine 
duties such as reveille, mess, guard 
mounting, retreat and taps which are 
only theoretically explained in the ba
sic instruction in the university goes 
into practical application in the sum
mer camp and thus it imparts thorough
ly an atmosphere of real soldier’s life. 

The applicatory tactical exercises such as 
firing, bayonet exercise, night marches 
and field maneuvers and demonstrations 
assure the development of leadership, 
adaptability, teamwork and tactical pro
ficiency partially serving as a direct 
training for combat but wholly com
patible with the objectives of the ROTC 
organization.

Just as practice develops the after 
effect of theories, so does the rigor of 
camp life develop the proficiency and 
skill of men in the field and consequently 
in battle. Although it is true that a 
good deal of knowledge can be acquired 
from military instruction in the differ
ent colleges and universities, more can 
be derived by supplementing that ins
truction. with the actual training in an 
intimate atmosphere of camp life which 
at times is purposely impregnated with 
setups of simulated battlefield condi
tions. To those who indulge in the con
templation that the summer camp is 
nothing but a traditional formality in 
the course of their basic training should 
cast that thought aside and instead, 
should consider the issue more serious
ly. It would be relieving if it could 
be treated as any of the academic sub
jects wherein they should imbibe the 
most of what they can and should try 
their utmost to finish the camp train
ing successfully. Those who consider 
the summer camp as only a stepping 
stone to exemption from further ROTC 
training, should realize its significance 
now and in the future in case of any 
national emergency. Those who con
jecture that it is only conjoined to the 
basic course so as to qualify cadets for 
the advanced course and hence entitle 
them to a reserve commission may just 
as well remember this: although that is 
the penultimate purpose for which the 
Reserve Officers Training Corps was 
organized, this unsavory attitude does 
not merit any consideration from the 
authoritative point of view. And so we 
come to the realization that with all the 
aforementioned advantages that cadre 
training can assure an individual, it be
comes imperative to keep this SUMMER 
CAMP a part and parcel of the ROTC 
course which will anyway be the nuc
leus of our national security.
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FOR UNITY'S SAKE

The Legion is dead! Long live the 
Legion! So may the Mindanaoese pro
claim, as the royalists of yore upon the 
death of a king and strongly knit Min
danao Guerrilla Legion, at the Third 
Annual Meeting at Davao City on 25-26 
January this year.

Strong and widespread was the senti
ment against the dissolution of the Min
danao Guerrilla Legion, organized three 
years ago at Del Monte, Bukidnon, seat 
of the short-lived 6th Infantry Division, 
AP, composed of the best, bravest, and 
boldest of the entire 10th Military Dis
trict under Col. Wendell W. Fertig — 
truly the elite of Mindanao guerrilla 
leaders and fighters during the enemy 
occupation. Torrential had been the 
shedding of tears in the exchange of ar
guments for and against the dissolution 
of the organization. Great was the fear 
that the dissolution would result in the 
forgetting of the sacrifices and suffer
ings, the difficulties and privations, 
the dangers and deaths shared together 
in the valiant fight against the enemy.

Names of outstanding resistance 
leaders were recalled — Fertig, McLeish, 
Pendatun, Haggerty, Cabili, Grinstead, 
Philips, Piang, Aquino, Delgado, Teano, 
Noble, Matas, Dilangalen, Mangelen, 
Matalam, Laureta, Laplap, Buhay, 
McVicker, Bustamante, et al — and with 
the recollection came an upsurge of

By Alfredo M. Bustamante

loyalty and love, pride and devotion in 
the breasts of the delegation assembled 
in the convention.

Spearheading the move to dissolve the 
Mindanao Guerrilla Legion in order to 
give way to the organization of the Min
danao Department of the Philippine Le
gion were Senator Salipada K. Pendatun, 
the most colorful Moro leader who 
severally and successfully commanded 
the Bukidnon-Cotabato Force, the 117th 
Inf. Regt. 109th Div. and the 118th Inf. 
Regt. 106th Division; Maj. Albino Noble, 
who lost a charming and beautiful 
daughter in the infamous enemy attack 
at Talakag, Bukidnon; Maj. Froilan M. 
Matas, organizer of the stubborn and 
hard-hitting Matas outfit; and Maj. Teo- 
filo Rivera of Laureta’s Jap-baiting and 
collaborator-hating Davao guerrillas. 
When these leaders, in forceful persua
siveness, assured the convention that the 
dissolution of the Mindanao Guerrilla Le
gion and its subsequent organization into 
a department of the Philippine Legion 
would not only the more focus the at
tention, interest, and sympathy of both 
the guerrillas themselves and non-guer- 
rillas on their sacrifices, exploits, and 
achievements, but also serve the more 
strongly and the more compactly to unite 
the Mindanao Guerrillas with the Visa- 
yas and the Luzon Guerrillas into com
mon aims and common purposes, their 
fears were assuaged.

Major Noble in part declared: "In 
dissolving the Mindanao Guerrilla Le
gion, Inc. which we organized three years 
ago at Del Monte to perpetuate the me
mory of our dead comrades and our suf
ferings during the occupation, we are 
not dissolving the ideals that prompted 
us to organize. On the contrary, we 
want fellow veterans from Luzon and 
the Visayas to share our ideals and at 
the same time arm ourselves with 
UNITY in our fight to tackle our com
mon problems."

So convinced were the delegates that 
when the motion to dissolve the organ
ization and subsequently form it into the 
Mindanao Department of the Philippine 
Legion was voted on it was unanimously 
carried amidst cheers and applauses.

Right then and there, the Mindanao 
Guerrilla Legion, Inc. was dissolved and 
the Mindanao Department organized, 
with Major Albino Noble by an over
whelming vote elected Department Com
mander.

The Mindanao Department, with Borne 
50,000 Legionaires scattered all over the 
vast island of Mindanao, voted to under
take the project of raising P30.000 to 
contribute to the funds of the Philippine 
Legion Mission which will soon leave for 
the United States to work for the pas
sage of the Rogers Bill.

MABUHAY, Mindanao Department!

Officers of the Mindanao Guerrilla Legion, Inc. now the Mindanao Department of the 
Philippine Legion
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THE RED CROSS IN ACTION
By A. A. ACURA—PRO, Red Cross

(Photo Courtesy of PNRC)

More than ever, veterans are con
fronted with diverse and manifold pro
blems in the difficult transition to 
civilian life. Ready, willing and able, 
veterans are yet beset with the all-im
portant issue of what to do for a living 
in their new sphere of existence. Aged 
and past the prime of life, having bes
towed many years of service to their 
country, they see no future in the bleak 
days ahead; while maimed, they endure 
a miserable lot on the charity of rela
tives and friends or face cheerless days 
of confinement in military hospitals.

There is no second road for veterans. 
There is only one way for them to travel, 
a path to take, and this they do not 
always take successful alone.

The Philippine National Red Cross, in 
recognition of the nation’s responsibility 
to veterans and soldiers alike, carries a 
two-fold program for their welfare, pro
motes two services to assist them in the 
solution of their pressing problems: the 
Home Service and the Military Welfare 
Service.

Taking his problems to the Red Cross, 
which is accessible to everyone in any 
region of the country through its scat
tered 36 chapters and 14 sub-chapters, 
the veterans will not go his way in be
wilderment and despair nor fight his 
bitter fight alone. In the Red Cross, he 
will come to know the nation’s grati
tude and find a true and trusted friend. 
His various problems will be threshed 

out and the exact nature of his needs 
established. Available resources will be 
employed to help him back on his feet.

The deep concern of the Red Cross 
for veterans and soldiers alike does not 
end there. It goes deeper as to include 
in its extent assistance and service to 
their heirs and loved ones. When ha
rassed with vexing perplexities in life 
and trying situations, kins and relations 
are likewise guided and aided by the 
Red Cross.

Extending assistance to veterans and 
soldiers in the filing of claims for pen
sion, gratuity, arrears in pay, and other 
government benefits, is not a simple 
matter as it seems. The veteran or sol
dier is most often at a loss how to pro
ceed. The Red Cross assumes the res
ponsibility for him and attends to the 
intricate technicalities involved, such as 
intensive interviews, procurement of do
cumentary evidences, affidavits, or po- 
wer-of-attorney, presentation of same 
through proper channels, etc., etc.

Soldiers and veterans in search for 
lost members of their families find im
mediate solution of their common pro
blem through the Red Cross. With its 
network of chapters and sub-chapters 
forming a system of communication 
that reaches the remotest barrio, the 
Philippine National Red Cross acts with 
speed and precision and loses no time in 
supplying soldiers and veterans with 
the necessary information.

When a case of unemployment con
fronts veterans, the Red Cross assists 
them in getting contact with the right 
party and supplies prospective em
ployers with necessary referral and in
formation. If it is hospitalization which 
is necessary, every possible means is 
exploited to bring the ailing veteran to 
a military hospital for treatment.

The Red Cross is brought to camps 
and military hospitals by the Military 
Welfare Service stations, which pursue 
their mission of assistance, comfort and 
cheer through various means, /)side 
from its program of service to help 
solve the soldiers’ and veterans’ pro
blems, Military Welfare Sendee extends 
facilities for entertainment and recrea
tion. It helps allay the tediousness of 
days of confinement in hospitals and 
camps with musical programs and mo
vies, arts and crafts activities, informa
tive and recreational reading sessions, 
fun and enjoyment through the promo
tion of games. Too, the Military Wel- 

(Continued on page 24)
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ALL’S SET FOR THE
NATIONAL CONVENTION

The preliminary preparations for the 
National Convention of the Philippine 
Legion have already been completed, it 
was announced in the National Head
quarters of the Philippine Legion. The 
date has been definitely set on March 
4-7. The place: The Villamor Hall, 
University of the Philippines, which, with 
its still unhealed wounds inflicted by the 
enemy during the last war, would be a 
perfect setting for a gathering of a na
tional veterans’ organization.

The honored guests will be the Overall 
Commanders of all outstanding guerrilla 
units, namely, Gen. Macario Peralta, Jr., 
Gen. Mariano Castaneda, Col. Wendell 
W. Fertig, Col. James Cushing, Col. Ru- 
perto Kangleon, Col. Salipada K. Pen
datun, Col. Russell Volckmann, Col. Ed
win P. Ramsey, Col. Marcelo Adduru, 
Col. Marcos V. Agustin, Col. Eleuterio 
Adevoso, Col. Vicente Umali, Col. Alejo 
Santos, Col. John Boone, Col. Bernard 
L. Anderson, Col. Salvador Escudero, 
Col. Teofilo Padua, Lt. Col. Licerio La- 
pus, Lt. Col. Francisco Sandico, Lt. Col. 
Montano Zabat, Maj. Salvador Abcede, 
Maj. Robert V. Lapham, Maj. Ramon 
Magsaysay, and Maj. Sofronio Untalan.

The speakers on the occasion will be 
President Manuel A. Roxas, Ambassador 
Emmet O’Neal, Speaker Eugenio Perez, 
Senator Salipada K. Pendatun, Col Jesus 
Villamor and Col. Marking Agustin.

The program follows:
March 4th (Thursday)

Part I
8:00—Processing of Delegates

—Roll Call
—Overture, Philippine Army Band 
One Minute silence in memory of 

the Dead Comrades-in-Aims
—Opening Remarks—Gen. Maca

rio Peralta, Jr.
—Speech of Welcome — Col. 

Marking Agustin
9:30—Deliberation on Committee Re

ports
Part II

12:00—Lunch at the Manila Hotel
—Deliberation on Committee Re

ports
8:00—Entertainment of Delegates 

March 5th (Friday)
2:80—Roll Call
9:00—Introduction of the Guest of 

Honor — Hon. Salipada K. Pan

datun
—Speech of the Guest of Honor— 

Ambassador Emmet O’Neal
—Deliberation on Committee Re

ports
Part II

2:30—Deliberation on Committee Re
ports

8:00—Entertaiment of Delegates
March 6th (Saturday)

Part I
8:30—Roll Call

—Introduction of Guest of 
Honor — Col. Jesus Villamor 

—Speech by the Guest of Honor— 
Speaker Eugenio Perez

—Consideration of Committee Re
ports

12:00—Lunch at the Manila Hotel 
Guest Speaker — His Excellency 
Manuel A. Roxas, President of 
the Philippines

Part II
2:30—Final Consideration of Commit

tee Reports
8:30—Reception & Ball at the Fiesta 

Pavillion, Manila Hotel
March 7th (Sunday)

11:00 o’clock A. M.—Delegation to see 
President Manuel A. Roxas

The Committee-in-charge of the affair 
is composed of:

Gen. Macario Peralta, Jr. — Chairman 
Col. Eleuterio Adevoso — Vice Chair

man
Col. Dominador Z. Barilea — Finance 
Col. Jaime N. Ferrer — Program 
Col. Adonais Maclang — Invitation 
Maj. Leon O. Ty — Publicity 
Capt. Armando Crisostomo — Ball 
Maj. Salvador Abcede — Processing 
Maj. Gervacio Francisco — Auditing 
Capt. Vicente Cabo Chan — Banquet 
Maj. Melencio Ola Orbase — Agenda 
Col. Vicente Umali — Arrangements 
Col. Manuel T. Dikit — Business
Maj. Alfredo M. Bustamante — Master 

of Ceremonies
Capt. Ruperto Estanislao — Hall 
Maj. Fernando Poe — Entertainment
A beautiful souvenir program to com

memorate the occasion is being prepared.
Meanwhile all Chapters and Posts are 

holding their respective conventions in 
anticipation of the annual national event 
of the Legion.

February, 1948

ECHOES of the LEGION
MINDANAO

One of the far-reaching achievements 
of the Philippine Legion this year is the 
dissolution of the Mindanao Guerrilla 
Legion, Inc. and its conversion into a 
Mindanao Department of the Philippine 
Legion.

The Mindanao Guerrilla Legion, Inc., 
with 50,000 members was the original 
organization of Mindanao veterans. It 
had its own constitution and by-laws and 
its rules and regulations. In its Conven
tion held on January 25-26, 1948, the 
Mindanao Guerrilla Legion, by a unani
mous vote affiliated itself with the Phil
ippine Legion as a part and parcel 
thereof. (A detailed report of the event 
appears elsewhere in this issue.)

STUDENT VETERANS
Another milestone towards the unity 

of veterans is the organization of all stu
dent veterans not only in Manila but in 
Iloilo and Davao. The students formed 
themselves into a students chapter of 
the Philippine Legion with the following 
Officers:

Chapter Commander—Teofilo Jamolin
Vice-Chapter Commander — Jose M. 

F. Belo
Chapter Adjutant — Siriforiano Ca- 

bagnot
Chapter Finance Officer — Francisco 

de Leon
Chapter Auditor — Alejandro de la 

Rosa
Chapter Press Relations Officer — Re

bec Espiritu
Posts were organized in the different 

universities, colleges and schools, as fol
lows:

University of the Philippine (Manila) 
Post
Post Commander — Jose M. F. Belo 
Vice Post Commander — P. Marcos 
Adjutant — Victor Lim
Finance Officer — Manuel Villanueva 
Press Relations Officer — Elias Asun-

University of the Philippines (Laguna) 
Chapter
Post Commander — Teofilo Fran 
Vice Post Commander — Rosales Juni 
Adjutant — Jesus Recto
Finance Officer — Melencio B. Lopez 
Press Relations Officer — Cesar Villa- 

rita
(Continued on page 15)
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DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Ambassador Carlos I*. Romulo shown during a press interview 
upon arrival from the U.S.

(Photo Courtesy of Manila Chronicle)

Editor’s Note: For its significant im
port we are publishing hereunder the 
“Declaration of Human Rights”, for
mulated by the United Nations. It 
contains the "quintessence of humanity’s 
most cherished freedoms, and defines the 
moral basis upon which it hopes to 
found the new international order.”

Just as important is the fact that 
more than half of the International De
claration of Human Rights was written 
by a Fili,pino veteran of the last war, 
Gen. Carlos P. Romulo, who was widely 
acclaimed for his brilliant and decisive 
work in the drafting of the declaration 
at Geneva. The provisions printed in 
bold type were largely drawn by the 
Philippine delegate.

On the basis of his performance in the 
conference, the French Press started 
boosting Gen. Romulc for the Nobel 
Prize for peace.

Article 1
AH men are born free and equal in 

dignity and rights. They are endowed 
by nature with reason and conscience, 
and should act towards one another like 
brothers.

Article 2
In the exercise of his right, everyone 

is limited by the rights of others and 
by the just requirements of the demo
cratic state. The individual owes du
ties to society through which he is 
enabled to develop his spirit, mind, and 
body in wider freedom.

Article 3
1. Everyone is entitled to all the 

rights and freedoms set forth in this 
declaration, without distinction of any 

kind, such as race (which includes color), 
sex, language, religion, political or 
other opinion, property status, or na
tional or social origin.

2. All are equal before the law re
gardless of office or status and entitled 
to equal protection of the law against 
any arbitrary discrimination or against 
any incitement to such discrimination in 
violation of this declaration.

Article 4
Everyone has the right to life, to 

Ambassador Elizalde can be seen as he met Ambassador Ro
mulo at the Airport. Both are working hard for the passage 
of the Rogers Bill.

(Photo Courtesy of Manila Chronicle)

liberty and security of person.
Article 5

No one shall be deprived of his per
sonal liberty or kept in custody except 
in cases prescribed by law and after 
due process. Everyone placed under ar
rest or detention shall have the right 
to immediate judicial determination of 
the legality of any detention to which 
he may be subject and to trial within 
a reasonable time or to release.

Article 6
Everyone shall have access to indep

endent and impartial tribunals in the 
determination of any criminal charge 
against him and of his rights and obli
gations. He shall be entitled to a fair 
hearing of his case and to have the 
aid of a qualified representative of his 
own choice, and if he appears in person 
to have the procedure explained to him 
in a manner in which he can understand 
and to use a language which he can 
speak.

Article 7
1. Any person is presumed to be in

nocent until proved guilty. No one shall 
be convicted or punished for crime or 
other offence except after fair public 
trial at which he has been given all 

(Continued on page 23)
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Our Brother Legions
AMERICAN LEGION

Fund Drive Progressing Satisfactorily
Mission Leaving This Month

The Philippine Department, American 
Legion, moves swiftly along the path of 
fulfillment of its 1947-48 department 
platform. Several honors and outstand
ing events have marked the past few 
weeks, including recognition from Na
tional Headquarters in Indianapolis, 
Ind.

In the membership category, the de
partment won three National awards. 
For showing the greatest percentage of 
membership increase among the 54 de
partments of the Legion for the year 
1947, the Philippines won the annual 
“North Carolina Trophy.” From its 
small-rebeginnings in 1946 the member
ship increase was avalanched into a 
miraculous 3,245.00%. The department 
also won a standard annual award for 
increasing its membership by more than 
100% in any one year. The third 
award was won by eight Posts on the 
Philippine Department, all of them hav
ing a membership of over 100%.

San Fernando, Pampanga, Post No. 3 
(Victor Henzon, Commander) recently 
won a distinguished service certificate 
from the National Headquarters for 
signing up its entire 1947 membership 
again for 1948 before November 11th. 
This is the only local Post to rate that 
accomplishment.

Leaving membership, we find that 
Department Adjutant Frank S. Tenny 
was appointed by National Commander 
Jame T. O’Neil to be a General Member 
of the National Law and Order Commit
tee. This is in line with Adjutant 
Tenny’ chosen profession, as he is the 
Executive Director of the Philippine 
Safety Council and an Active Member 
of the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police. National committee 
membership are seldom awarded to de
partments outside the continental li
mits of the United States.

Manila Post No. 1 recently was 
honored by a visit and speeches from 
Mayor de la Fuente and Chief of Police 
Eduardo Quintos. These honored guests 
were enthusiastically received by the 
members.

The two resolutions approved at the 
last Philippine Department convention 
in July, 1947, are getting very favor
able response in the states, according 
to official reports. The resolution sup
porting the claims of USAFFE vete
rans and bone-fide guerrillas to the “GI 
Bill of Rights” has been worked into a 
“Philippine Veterans Act of 1947” by 
President Truman himself and will be 

(.Continued on page 27) 

The Fund Drive of the Philippine Le
gion to support a veterans mission which 
will be sent to the United States to work 
for the Rogers Bill is progressing satis
factorily, it was declared by Speaker 
Eugenio Perez of the House of Repre
sentatives, who is the Chairman of the 
Drive. The Rogers Bill provides for the 
following benefits to Philippine Army 
veterans and their dependants.

1. Construction of hospitals for physi
cally disabled veterans, amounting to 
$22,500,000.00;

President Manuel A. Roxas........................................................  P 1,000.00
Speaker Eugenio Perez.............................................................. 500.00
Ambassador Joaquin Elizalde................................................... 500.00
Ex-Speaker Jose Yulo .............................................................. 500.00
HQ, National Defense Forces.........................................   4,000.00
Luzon Theaters, Inc..................................................................... 1,000.00
FEU veterans ............................................................................. 5,097.00
Adamson University veterans................................................... 280.00
University of Manila veterans ................................................. 80.00
FEATI veterans ..................................................................... 980.00
Philippine Law School veterans................................................ 335.00
Arellano University veterans ................................................... 44.00
National University veterans ................................................... 70.00
Jose Rizal College veterans....................................................... 490.00
National Teachers College veterans.......................................... 250.00
UP (Manila) veterans .............................................................. 360.00
PCCBA veterans ....................................................................... 260.00
Cosmopolitan Colleges veterans................................................. 285.00
Centro Escolar University veterans ........................................ 360.00
National Radio School veterans ............................................... 683.15
Manila Law College veterans................................................... 295.40
Manila Central Colleges............................................................ 141.00
College of Oral & Dental Surgery veterans............................. 120.00
Davao veterans........................................................................... 460.00
Other Mindanao veterans.......................................................... 435.00
Bicol veterans ............................................................................. 242.50
Bulacan Military Area veterans............................................... 177.00
Other veterans (individual) ..................................................... 1,781.00
Banal Regiment, Hukbalahap................................................... 400.00
Col. Manuel T. Dikit................................................................. 5.00
Capt. Salvador Macaranas........................................................ 50.00
White Page & Co.......................................................................... 20.00
Bonifacio Ortega ..................  5.00
Angel Jose Transportation, Inc.................................................. 25.00
G. Maniapit, Inc.......................................................................... 10.00
Atty. Felixberto Capati.............................................................. 10.00
Jose D. Mia ................................................................................ 20.00
J. E. Parrish .............................................................................. 20.00
Sgt. Hilario Balongoy................................................................ 5.00
Capt. Offemaria ....................................................................... 50.00
Col. Eduardo Alabastro ............................................................ 5.00
Chaves, Salinas & Co................................................................. 50.00
Blue Bar Coconut Co.................................................................. 100.00
Rizal Surety & Insurance Co...................................................... 25.00
Metropolitan Water District..................................................... 20.00
Polo & Obando Teachers Association........................................ 200.00
Urdaneta High School .............................................................. 8.75

(Continued on page 22)

2. Maintenance of such hospitals at 
the rate of $3,385,000 a year;

3. Payment of heirs of deceased vete
rans of P200 for burial expenses;

4. Payment of tuition of veterans go
ing to school at P200 a year;

5. Payment of subsistence allowance 
to veterans going to school at the rate 
of P65.00 a month.

Speaker Perez is sparing no efforts to 
reach the P100,000.00 goal. The contri
butions received so far are as follows:
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Far Eastern University Post
Post Commander — Mohammad de 

Venancio

University of Sto. Tomas Post
Post Commander — Maj. Primitivo 

San Agustin
1st Vice Commander — Avelino E. 

Damian
2nd Vice Commander — Juan G. Fri- 

valdo, Jr.
3rd Vice Commander — Jacinto Cavioc 
Adjutant — Alfredo Diaz
Press Relations Officer — Jose Meily, 

Jr.

National University Post

Post Commander — Jose M. Lizardo 
Vice Post Commander — Pablo G. 

Naoe
Adjutant — Victor P. Ventura 
Finance Officer — Jaime Flores 
Press Relations Officers — Manolo To- 

pacio & Federico Eugenio

University of Manila Post
Post Commander — Rebeck Espiritu 
Vice Post Commander — Ricardo Ma- 

nalili
Adjutant — Miss Natividad Rivera 
Finance Officer — Lourdes Catig 
Press Relations Officer — Ismael Alla- 

no

Arellano University Post
Post Commander — Jose P. Arro
Vice Post Commander — Melchor N. 

Masakayan
Adjutant — Marcial C. Borlaza
Press Relations Officers — Eladio Re- 

caido & Pablo Anosa

Adamson University Post
Post Commander — Sinforiano Cabag ■ 

not
Vice Post Commander — Jesus Sol
Adjutant — Jaime Templonuevo
Finance Officer — G. V. Quirolgico 

Press Relations Officers — M. A. Ri- 
morin & Antonio Ocampo

Centro Escolar University Post
Post Commander — Rizal Crisostomo
Vice Post Commander — Eulogio Cri- 

zaldo
Adjutant — Miss Josefina Angeles
Auditor and Finance Officer — Miss 

Generosa de Guzman
Historian — Miss Felicidad Rivera 
Press Relations Officer — Anselmo 

Angeles

Manila Law College Post
Post Commander — Teopisto Jamolin 
1st Vice Post Commander — Gregorio 

Limjuco
2nd Vice Commander — Rodolfo Andal 

Adjutant — Restituto J. Guerrero
Finance Officer — Miss Faustina San

tos
Auditor — Vicente N. Cavalida
Press Relations Officers — Buenaven

tura Padilla & Jose D. Manansala

Cosmopolitan Colleges Post

Post Commander — Justo M. Pascua 
Vice Commander — Deogracias B. 

Buan
Adjutant — Tomas B. Viray
Finance Officer — Antonio C. Ang 
Auditor — Nicanor L. Causay
Press Relations Officer — Damian M. 

Lomocso
FEATI Institute of Technology Post
Post Commander — Napoleon Gaerlan 
Vice Post Commander — Paterno San

tos
Adjutant — Victor de Leon, Jr. 
Finance Officer — Rufino Gervacio 
Press Relations Officer — Anastacio 

P. de Leon
Asst. Press Relations Officer — Pas- 

casio Lachica

Mapua Institute of Technology Post
Post Commander — Melanio S. Rey 
Vice Post Commander — Patricio M.

Abu
Adjutant — Aurelio S. Ugalde
Finance Officer — Florentino F. Frias 
Auditor — Pedro P. Santiago
Press Relations Officer — Ismael To- 

moldin
Historian — Tomas Batilo

Philippine Law School Post

Post Commander — Carlos S. Val
buena

Vice Post Commander — Gregorio 
Hombrebueno

Adjutant — Ciriaco I’. Hocson 
Finance Officer — Loreto Neri 
Press Relations Officer — Miguel T. 

Doria

Manila Central Colleges Post

Post Commander — Fraterno M. Mar- 
fori

Vice Post Commander — Benigno F. 
Biason

Adjutant — Abelardo T. Tuano
Finance Officer — Cresencio C. Donato 
Auditor — Consolacion C. Cacabeles 
Press Relations Officer — Ceferino 

Matigas

Jose Rizal College Post
Post Commander — Reinerio M. Te

jada
Vice Post Commander — Cesar Lega- 

yada
Post Adjutant — Ricardo B. Villaruel 
Post Finance Officer — Alejandro de 

la Rosa

Phil. College of Commerce & Business

Administration Post
Post Commander — Francisco de Leon 
Vice Post Commander — Eduardo M. 

Villanueva
Adjutant — Rosario E. Castano 
Finance Officer — Carmelo Camara, 

Jr.
Press Relations Officer — Cesar Que- 

bral, Jr.

National Radio School Post
Post Commander — Feliciano Espina 
Adjutant — Raymundo Monee 
Finance Officer — Teodoro Elvas 
Audtitor — Jerry Posadas
Press Relations Officer — Santiago 

Belleza

Central Institute of Technology Post
Post Commander — L. Gapay 
Vice Post Commander — L. Mangahas 
Adjutant — Felix Manalo 
Finance Officer — A. Gasita 
Press Relations Officer — R. Rigor

San Agustin College Post (Iloilo City)

Post Commander — Conrado Norada

Mindanao Colleges Post (Davao City)

Post Commander — Gonzalo Latorilla

BICOL DEPARTMENT

Department Commander Melencio Ola 
Orbase of the Bicol Areas is performing 
the herculean task of uniting the various 
guerrilla units in this region into one 
compact and closely-knit Department of 
the Philippine Legion. The Bicol De
partment Staff is composed of the fol
lowing:

Commander — Maj. Melencio Ola 
Orbase

Vice-Commander—Maj. Faustino Flor 
Adjutant — Lt. Pose Garcia 
Finance Officer — Lt. Julian Napal 
Auditor — Lt. Agustin Crisostomo 
Chaplain — Rev. Fr. Crisostomo 
Historian — Lt. Pedro B. Offemaria 
Committeemen: Capt. Cristobal Bone

vic, Maj. Domiciano Ragos, Lt. Ma
riano Broqueza, Capt. Amando Gua- 

(Continucd on page 19)
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WITHIN
Major General George F. Moore, com

manding general, Philrycom, will present 
the Silver Star Medal to Brig. Gen. Ma- 
carion Peralt, Jr„ Chairman, Philippine 
Veterans Board, Col. Claro B. Lizardo, 
CO Philippine Ground Forces, and Lt. 
Col. Pelagio A. Cruz, PAF commanding 
officer, in a formal ceremony at Camp 
Murphy on February 20, at 4:30 p.m.

Forty-eight other officers , enlisted 
men, and civilians will also be awarded 
medals, ranging from the Silver Star to 
the Medal of Freedom.

be decorated:
Silver SUr: Cpl. Isidro Solidum. Cpl. Gil Solo

mon (opsthumous). Col. Claro B. Lizardo. Lt. Col. 
Macario Peralta, Jr.. Maj. Pclasio A. Cruz, Maj. 
Ciriaco V. Mirasol, Maj. Napoleon D. Valeriana, 
Maj. Enrique C. Sobrepena. Capt. Eucenio P. So- 
tero, T/-I Pedro L. Matanus:, and Sgt. Laureano 
Claudio.

Legion of Merit: Col. Pntricio Gonznles. Lt. 
Col Tomas Domaoal (posthumous). Cnpt. Amos 
M. Francia, and Maj. Luis M. Alba.

Bronze Star: Maj. Luis M. Alba. Capt. Mariano 
Cardenns. Sgt. Jose V. Altarejos. Lt. Col. Hospi- 
cio L. Solidum. Maj. Pedro Cruz. Maj. Pullong 
Arpa, Capt. Kaligalan Caluang. 2nd Lt. Teles- 
foro Velantc, and Pfc. Melecio Cures.

Purple Heart: Lt. Col. Jose S. Diosnnm. Maj. 
Alfonso Roberto. Capt. Damianito T. Caraballo. 
Capt. Enrique E. Diaz, Capt. Quiterio V. Villa- 
rino. 1st Lt. Jose Momar. 1st Lt. Emilio R. Mek- 
Krito, 1st Lt. Ireneo Buenconsejo. Jr„ 2nd Lt. 
Epimaco V. Orins, 2nd Lt. Arturo E. Pormicelles. 
2nd Lt, Armando D. Quiban, 1st Sgt, Manuel 
Pacheco. S/gt. Moises Soliven. Sgt. Leonardo B. 
Perez, Sgt. Panfilo Correa. Sgt. Manuel Jepson. 
Cpl. Amadco Paler, Cpl. Desidcrio A. Polonia. Cpl. 
Eustiquio L. Tejano, Pfc. Leocadio de Villez, Pfc. 
Estanislao R. Roxas, Pvt. Enrique Tuyangad. Pvt. 
Fortunato P. Amora. Pvt. Ricardo C. Eustaquio 
and Pvt. Francisco R. Nabor.

Medal of Freedom: Jorge J. Tirado and Ci
riaco Gabclon.

Two citizens of the Philippines were 
given the posthumous award of the Me
dal of Honor with gold palm in prosecu
tion of the war against Japan in the 
Southwest Pacific. They were Enrique 
Pirovano, who was cited for “inspiring 
bravery in the cause of freedom,’’ and 
Antonio Escoda, who “by his bravery, 
resourcefulness and devotion to duty 
made distinct contributions to the wel
fare and morale of prisoners of war and 
internees.” Both were in the SCAP list 
of 73 persons including citizens of Spain, 
Ireland, and Germany.

The problem of guerrilla recognition 
was afforded a solution as Headquarters 
PHILRYCOM announced recently that 
with the exception of a very few units 
decision has been rendered on all re
quests for guerrilla recognition number 
ing 1,242,000. This completes the largest 
single mission of the recognition pro
gram.

The deadline for the filing of claims 
under the provisions of the Missing Per
sons Act for arrears in pay and allow
ance has been extended from January 15 
to February 29, 1947, Philrycom an
nounced. It was stressed, however, that 
the new extension applies only to claims 
based on the service of deceased mem
bers of recognized guerrilla organiza
tions.

Secretary of Justice Roman Ozaeta, 
ruling in an opinion for the PVB, ren
dered the decision that claimant of a 
disability pension who received gratuity 
pay in a lump sum cannot be granted 
another pension under Republic Act No. 
C5 which provide that "persons . . . who 
are permanently incapacitated from 
work owing to sickness, disease, or in
juries sustained in line of duty, shall be 
given a life pension of fifty pesos a 
month unless they are actually receiving 
a similar pension from other government 
funds . . .”

Reason: “Both pensions are bestowed 
in consideration of the same disability 
of the recipient and with a view to giv
ing him assistance during his incapac
ity.”

The Philippine Veterans Board has 
just formulated a far-reaching policy re
lative to the length of time a veteran 
may enjoy the educational benefits un
der Republic Act No. 65, otherwise 
known as the Philippine Veterans Bill 
of Rights. This provides that every ve
teran, whether he be a USAFFE, a 
USAFFE-guerrilla, a recognized or an 
unrecognized guerrilla, would be entitled 
to a minimum of one school year within 
which he could enjoy his educational 
benefits, plus the length of time of his 
total recognized or credited services dur
ing the period between December 8, 
1941 and September 2, 1945.

President Roxas has issued an instruc
tion to Budget Commissioner Pio Pe
drosa to make an immediate survey of 
the amount of guerrilla notes in the 
hands of the people. This is being done 
to facilitate redemption of these notes.

The Huk problem turned to a more 
critical slant in recent days with Huk 
Supremo Taruc’s uncompromising stand 
on his chosen grounds. Opinions are 
divided on the government’s stand for 
the solution of the problem. The most 

outspoken spokesman of the Roxas policy 
of no-appeasement was Secretary of the 
Interior Jose C. Zulueta who said that 
the policy is not intended to exterminate 
the Huks, but to do justice for them. 
This is in reply to the Avelino charge 
of his allegedly “monopolistic” attitude 
in solving the peace and order problem. 
The policy, the interior secretary opined, 
is also that of his department.

Said Zulueta, “In the interest of a per
manent peace settlement on the Huk 
problem, I am in favor of granting am
nesty to Huks—but only under certain 
conditions.” He said that such amnesty 
must be in “keeping with the constitu
tional processes of the democratic gov
ernment obtaining in the Philippines.” 
He called any attempt in “relaxing por
tions of the law in the interests of paci
fication circumventing the laws in favor 
or against any person or party,” dan
gerous.

The Congress and Senate of the Phil
ippines convened in joint session at the 
Congress session hall on Lepanto Street 
to hear the state of the nation message 
of President Roxas.

The stability of government, the 
administration of justice, individual free
dom, peace and order, foreign relations, 
national defense, financial and monetary 
matters, supply of food and wages, edu
cation, national income, education, public 
health, care of veterans, etc. were ex
plained in detail by President Roxas.

In closing the President said, “Let us 
not waste our energies in partisan con
flict nor in any attempt to gain personal 
advantages. The kind of heritage we 
leave to our children ... constitutes the 
problems that should absorb our 
thoughts . . . God help our people if we 
desert our trust."

Early in January, the Supreme 
Court left the door open for the city gov
ernment to eject Chinese vendors from 
the city market stalls when it denied the 
alien merchants’ request fora temporary 
order preventing their eviction, under the 
municipal market ordinance. The ex
plosive issue reportedly brought about 
the imminence of sweeping changes in 
China’s foreign policy with the Philip
pines and the recall of Chan Chih-ping 
from his Manila post.

But reports indicated the possibility of 
a "close alliance” between the Philip
pines and China. Said charge d’Affairs 

(Continued on page 18)
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WITHOUT
General Dwight D. Eisenhower will 

not run for this year’s presidential 
election in the United States. This was 
disclosed in the General’s letter to a 
New Hampshire supporter, Leonard V. 
Finder, publisher of the Manchester 
Evening Leader. Although a personal 
letter, it was made public the army 
press division said, because Eisenhower 
"hopes through this means to inform 
every interested person or group of 
persons that he is not in politics and 
that he would refuse the nomination if 
offered.” Albany, New York, reported 
that the office of Governor Thomas E. 
Dewey obviously was jubilant, but Gen
eral Douglas MacArthur told the United 
Press that he had “no comment” to make 
on General Eisenhower’s announcement 
that he could not accept the nomination 
as a presidential candidate. With Gen
eral Eisenhower out of the Presidential 
race, and no GOP nomination shining 
with any special brillance, the MacAr
thur boom gained momentum, since the 
General has not yet definitely stated 
that he was not available. His sup
porters have quoted his recent letters to 
show that he does not regard public 
service in a political capacity as incom
patible with a professional military 
man’s duty.

The most tragic event of the monih 
was the assassination of Mohandas K. 
Gandhi on Friday evening, January 30 
at a prayer meeting in New Delhi. The 
assassin gave his name as Rem Natu- 
ram, Hindu. He fired twice at Gandhi, 
then at his own head but only grazlcd 
himself. He was pummelled severely by 
a crowd before the police seized him. 
Gandhi was 78 years old.

The next day, the United Nations 
lowered its blue white flag to half 
mast for the first time, in mourning 
fc»»- Gandhi. World reaction was imme
diate.

Georgi Dimitrov, Communist leader 
of Bulgaria, bluntly declared that when 
the time is ripe, members of the eastern 
European orbit would form a federation 
el' states as allies of Russia.

Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin pre
rented to the English cabinet a drasti
cally revised global program on foreign 
policy covering every point in the world 
conflict between Russian and American 
interests. The tone of the revised pro

gram indicated complete abandonment 
of the Labor government in trying to 
maintain a conciliatory balance between 
the United Kingdom and Russia, and 
the outright English support of the 
American policy. Winston Churchill, 
Britain’s war-time leader has thrown 
his powerful support behind Bevin’s 
proposal to consolidate western Euro
pean nations to block Communist ex
pansion westward thereby increasing 
hope of averting another world conflict 
or at least postponing it.

The U.S. announcement of reactiva
ting the abandoned American base at 
Mcllaha, in Libya, as a refuelling sta
tion for its military and commercial 
aviation transport, elicited Russian pro
test on the ground that the reactiva
tion of the base constitutes a threat to 
the “democracies within the Mediter
ranean area”. Later, Russia protested 
against the announced visit of an Ame
rican naval squadron to Italian ports 
Secretary of State Marshall countered 
that both protests will be rejected, since 
the acts did not in any way contravene 
existing agreements either among the 
great powers or with small nations as 
against the Russian view.

Secretary of the Army Kenneth C. 
Royall announced that on or about July 
1 the army would turn over the mili
tary government in Germany to the 
state department. The announcement 
was made after recent conferences 
attended by Royall, Secretary of State 
Marshall and General Lucius D. Clay, 
military governor of the American zone 
in Germany. The announcement by Ro
yall came about two weeks after Mar
shall told Congress that the new "tar
get date for transfer in Germany was 
June 10.” In this connection, it should 
be remembered that Germany continued 
in its roun<l_of griping about food shor
tages which stirred at least two Ame- 
lican congressmen to observe that a 
good policy for the Germans would be 
to put them on a work or starve basis.

In France, a tough crisis went 
through as Premier Schuman pushed 
through the French assembly his pro
gram of devaluating the franc in a 
desperate effort to increase French ex
ports. The aim was to make French 
goods cheaper in terms of foreign cur
rencies.

Meanwhile, tension eased off in 
world’s financial markets following Bri
tain’s pledge to defend the value of the 
pound sterling. Treasury officials 
worked out measures considered nece
ssary to protect the pound from the re
percussions of French devaluation of 
the franc.

The battle over the Holy Land con
tinued both in Polestine and in Lake 
Success. Senator Francisco, tired of 
the delays, crossed thrust into the dip
lomatic prevarications. Sir Alexander 
Cadogan, permanent delegate of Eng
land, announced that they would give up 
their mandate over Palestine on May 
15; that before that time they are to 
maintain peace and order in Palestine; 
that they would not permit any other 
force to enter the country, even a Uni
ted Nations force, and that they would 
not permit the recruiting of a Jewish 
militia. The United Nations Palestine 
commission has agreed that the situa
tion in Palestine is steadily worsening 
and will verge on chaos when the Bri
tish give up their control of the Holy 
Land about May 15. The commission 
gave this conclusion in its first monthly
report, which it was preparing behind 
closed doors for the United Nations se
curity council.

All these were happening while the 
various Arab states continued to an
nounce their plans for an invasion of 
Palestine, as and when the British with
drew. A “liberation” army is reported
ly being organized under a wartime 
Arab commander, who has been announ
cing that Americans will regret their 
support to the Zionists when they find 
that they cannot construct a pipeline 
on which many millions of Arabs ami 
their rulers depend.

The determination of the British to 
maintain their mandate over Palestine 
lesulted in initiating their practice of 
searching American ships for munitions 
u’.d military supplies destined to help 
the Jews. They diverted an American 
ship openly carrying such supplies from 
the Jewish port of Tel-a-Viv to the 
Arab port of Haifa. The U.S. State 
department has acceded to this proce
dure, which had been discounted after 
certain negotiations in the Atlantic m 
1812-1815.

In Seoul, Korea, Senator Melecio 
(Continued on page 18)
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Patrick Pichi Sun of the Chinese lega
tion in Manila: “I will not say that the 
Nanking government can afford to be 
indifferent to the repercussions of the 
market issue. However, the China gov
ernment has invariably set its diploma
tic sights on friendship and collaboration 
with the Philippines as paramount con
siderations.”

The National government will operate 
on a balanced budget for the first time 
since liberation in the coming fiscal year 
which starts next July. The proposed 
budget which the President will submit 
to congress for action on February 10, 
will cut down the proposed expenditure 
for the next fiscal year to an amount 
of 10 million pesos less than the esti
mated income of P250,000,000.

All Philippine currency now in circula
tion, whether treasury certificates or 
Victory notes, will become invalid as 
legal tender after March 31 of this year, 
if they are without the proper stamp it 
was learned from Malacaiian. In accord
ance with Commonwealth Act No. 17 as 
amended by Act No. 92, the deadline for 
the stamping of all paper notes in circu
lation has been set on March, 1948, and 
at the expiration date only stamped cur
rency will be valid as legal tender.

U.S.- educated Princess Tarhata Kiram 
of Jolo conferred with Vice-President El- 
pidio Quirino, concurrently secretary of 
foreign affairs, regarding clarification of 
her claim to the Turtle Islands as part 
of her inheritage from the Sultan of 
Sulu. She also urged the Philippine gov
ernment to take the necessary steps to 
acquire North Borneo which is also 
claimed by the heirs of the Sultan of 
Sulu.

An information has been received by 
the commanding general, PHILRYCOM, 
from the US department of the army 
that all bills of any and all foreign gov
ernments, agencies or persons within 
such foreign countries for obligations 
established prior to July 1, 1916 must 
be submitted for payment not later than 
March 31, 1948. Failure to submit such 
bills to the appropriate US government 
agency by the designated deadline date 
would undoubtedly result in consider
able delay in receiving payment. Such 
a delay would require a request to con
gress for additional funds after the end 
of the present fiscal year in order to 
meet the obligations.

A bill is being prepared by Rep. Re- 
medios Fortich, lone woman member of

Without . . .
(Continued from page 17) 

Arranz showed growing impatience over 
the failure of the United Nations 
Korean Commission of which he is a 
member to get anywhere with the 
calling of free elections for Korea. The 
stalemate was caused by Gromyko’s 
reiteration of Russions decision to stay 
out of the business and with the absence 
of the Ukrainian delegate. Meanwhile, 
increasing pressure to hold elections for 
South Korea alone was being brought 
about to bear in the commission.

The realization of the carrying out 
of the Marshall plan has been boiled 
down to the approval of the minimum 
figure of $6 billion for the first part 
of the program. Marshall sounded firm 
in getting this sum for the adminis
tration of his plan — or it may as well 
be nothing A Chinese mission has ar
rived in Washington to present the Chi
nese figures on an Aid-to-China plan. 
In the meantime President Truman was 
being awaited to present his plan.

The Republicans went on with their 
own tax program amidst the Truman 
view that it is too drastic, taking into 
account the American board commit
ments abroad and the mounting arma
ment bills at home.

With Communist force alternately 
gaining and losing, the Nanking mi
nister of defense, Pai Chung Hsi, has 
made an appeal to all retired soldiers to 
organize themselves into local home le- 

the lower house, providing for the sub
division and apportionment of public 
lands to war veterans and landless pea
sants. She cited as an example the 
vast idle lands in Mindanao which can 
be tilled to provide food for the needy. 
She confessed having thought of this 
after an experience which she has had 
wherein people desirious of settling in 
Mindanao had to come to her for help.

Extension of the time limit for rein
statement of National Service Life In
surance on a comparative health basis 
up to and including July 31, 1948 has 
been authorized by the Administrator 
of Veterans Affair, it was stated yes
terday by the Public Information Of
fice, PHILRYCOM.

The extension applied to both term 
and converted policies, it was stated. 
Prior to the extension, applicants had 
only until midnight December 31, 1947, 
to reinstate such insurance on a com
parative health basis. 
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fense units to resist communists where
ver they may penetrate. Pai’s assign
ment is the Yangtse River Valley, bul
wark of the communists. In Nanking, 
the Hsin Min Pao, independent daily, 
lashed at the American policy with Ja
pan and pictured the horror of another 
Pearl Harbor. It warned the danger 
of General MacArthur’s economic re
habilitation program for Japan who 
would turn on the United States first, 
the moment she became strong enough, 
as “from the Japanese point of view 
your esteemed country was mainly for 
her defeat.”

The Indonesian Republicans uncondi
tionally accepted the United Nations Se
curity Council’s "good offices” commi
ttee’s plans for a political settlement in 
Indonesia. The acceptance, which was 
announced in a statement from the 
“good offices” committee follows a 
pause in negotiations as a result of mis
understandings about the terms of the 
political settlement.

These misunderstandings arose after 
the Dutch-Indonesian truce was signed 
on January 17. Negotiations between 
the Dutch, who have already accepted 
the committee’s plans and the Repub
licans will be resumed.

A bill which would give an average 
of $5,850 to each of approximately 6,000 
American civilians interned by the Ja
panese during the war in the Philip
pines and elsewhere in the Pacific re
ceived House approval and was sent 
to the senate. The bill also provides 
that the commission which will be 
set up to administer payments will be 
authorized to pay $7,000 to heirs of 
around 600 American civilians who died 
as a result of their treatment by the 
Japanese and an average of $2,750 to 
disabled persons.

Young King Ananda Mahidol of Siam 
died in June, 1946 not as a suicide, but 

a murderer’s hand. This was an
nounced by the Siamese government 
radio. The investigations reveal that 
the gun found beside the body of the 
king was not the weapon with which 
the king was shot.

Meantime, both the U.S. and the Bri
tish governments awaited the results 
.-•f next elections before deciding whe
ther or not to recognize the Bangkok 
government headed by Premier Kuang 
Aphaiwong. If the elections, honoestly 
held, would show popular support for 
the new regime, Britain and the U.S. 
would recognize it, it was believed.
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riiia, Capt. Salvador Rodolfo, Maj. 
Dangalan, Atty. Rafael Lucila

The Albay Chapter, amidst impressive 
ceremonies, held a most successful chap
ter convention early January. Several 
resolutions intended for the welfare of 
the veterans in general were passed. 
The following are the newly elected of
ficers:

Chapter Commander — Judge Ubaldo 
Arcangel

Vice Commander — Atty. Delfin de 
Vera

Adjutant — Johnny Begg 
Finance Officer — Angel de Celis 
Auditor — Ramon de Lopez 
Chaplain — Rev. Fr. J. Carullo 
Historian — Jaime Sarte 
Auditor — Ramon de Leoz 
Committeemen — Atty. A. de los 

Reyes, Dr. Eulogio Saqueton, Dr. 
Salomon Adornado, Jose Parlade, 
Dr. Pacifico Arcilia, Atty. Justino 
Casimiro

Post Commanders
Legaspi — Capt. Ananias Brondial 
Daraga — Mayor Pedro Callos 
Camalig — Capt. Isidro Animos 
Guinobatan — Capt. Onofre Soratorio 
Jovellar — Lt. Jose Carcangel 
Ligao — Jose Jaucian 
Oas — Capt. Domiciano Ragos 
Polangui — Mayor Jesus Salalima 
Libon — Capt. Juan Maronilla 
Bacacay — Capt. Francisco Basco 

Malilipot — Capt. A. Caldino 
Tabaco — Lt. Mariano Barateta 
Malinao — Maj. Antonio Ruivivar 
Tiwi — Capt. Ladislao Colinares 
Manito — Mayor A-. del Castillo 
Rapu-rapu — Mayor M. Aguilar

The first annual convention of the Ca- 
marines Norte Chapter was held on Jan
uary 4th in the Camarines Norte High 
School Auditorium. The following Offi
cers for 1948 were elected:

Chapter Commander — Lt. Col. Fran
cisco D. Boayes

Vice Commander — Maj. Bonifacio R. 
Gregorio

Adjutant — Maj. Salvador B. Teoxon 
Finance Officer — Maj. Jose Abano 
Auditor — 1st Lt. William Mullengan 
Chaplain — Rev. Fr. Dominador Padua 
Historian — Maj. Arsenio Dagnalan ■ 
Chapter Committeemen: — Capt. Pe

dro A. Venida, Capt. Vicente Ino- 
calla, Capt. Andres Armenta, Capt. 
Clemente Apuya, 1st Lt. Jose Arive

The following were elected delegates 
to the National Convention:

Capt. Pedro A. Venida (Spokesman)
Maj. Arsenio Dagnalan

Maj. Bonifacio R. Gregorio
Maj. Filemon Odiamar 
Capt. Clemente Apuye 
Lt. Col. Francisco D. Boayes
Capt. Jose de Lima was designated 

Acting Camarines Sur Chapter Comdr.

BATAAN
The Bataan Chapter of the Philippine 

Legion, composed of USAFFE veterans 
and Boone’s Guerrillas (Bataan Military 
District), will hold its Chapter Conven
tion on February 15, 1948 at the his
toric town of Abucay where the late 
Gen. Vicente Lim, with his fighting 41st 
Division, held at bay the Jap onslaught 
in January, 1942. Chairman of the Con
vention will be Lt. Col. Anastacio Va
lencia, Chapter Commander and Pres
ident of the Mayors’ League of Bataan. 
The Convention will eleet new Chapter 
officers and select delegates to the Na
tional Convention of the Philippine Le
gion in Manila on March 4-7, 1948.

Guest of honor will be Gen. Macario 
Peralta, Jr., National Commander. 
Other guests include Lt. Col. Edwin P. 
Ramsey, Overall Commander of the 
ECLGA; Commander Marc Stice of the 
Philippine Department, American Le
gion; and Governor Emilio Naval of Ba
taan.

Preparations for the Convention are 
being made by Col. Boone himself, or
ganizer of the Bataan Guerrillas, assist
ed by his former Chief of Staff, Col. 
Jose A. Bemales, Lt. Col. Victor Abad, 
Maj. Crispin Reyes and Capt. Ruperto 
Estanislao of the Philippine Veterans 
Board.

BULACAN
The Bulacan Chapter held its conven

tion in January and elected Lt. Col. Ado- 
nais Maclang as the new Chapter Com
mander. Col. Maclang is the new 
Member of the Philippine Veterans 
Board.

CAVITE
The Cavite' Chapter has recently been 

reorganized with the following acting 
officers pending the Chapter Conven
tion:

Chapter Commander—Lt Col Mariano 
Villanueva

Vice Chapter Commander—Lt Col 
Gregorio de Guia

2nd Vice Commander—Col Hermo- 
genes Quiamzon

Adjutant—Maj Dominador Lazaro
Auditor—Lt Col Hermogenes Campos 
Finance Officer—Col Francisco Guer

rero
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Chaplain—Capt Pedro Vicedo 
Chapter Committeemen:

Col Lamberto Javalera 
Col Ladislao Joya 
Col Emilio Arenas 
Col Magno S. Iruguin 
Col Lorenzo Saulog 
Col Maximo Reyes 
Col Hugo Vidal 
Col Teofilo Romero 
Col Sebastian de Vega 
Col Jose T. Nueno 
Lt Col Modesto Dayrit

CEBU
The Cebu Chapter has named the fol

lowing as its delegates to the Na
tional Convention:

Abel F. Trazo 
Atty. Felipe Fernandez 
Rogaciano C. Espiritu 
Ricardo Fernandez 
Atty. Santos L. Migallos

L A N A O
A telegram has just been received 

from Commander Rovira of the Lanao 
Chapter naming the following as dele
gates to the National Convention: 

Congressman Manalao Mindalano 
Ex-Governor Marcelo Paiso 
Maj. Busran Kalaw 
Tomas de Castro 
Pedro Aquino

L A U N I 0 N

The National Commander has recent
ly designated Mr. Tancredo Guray as 
Commander of the La Union Chapter.

MISAMIS ORIENTAL
The Misamis Oriental Chapter held its 

Chapter Convention last month, electing 
the following officers:

Chapter Commander—Maj Albino 
Noble

Vice Commander — Ricardo Abella- 
nosa

Adjutant—C. F. Cataylo 
Finance Officer—Marcelino Bual 
Auditor—Julian Taga 
Judge Advocate—Atty. Dofedo 

Marban
Historian—Dr. Alfredo Reyes

NEGROS OCCIDENTAL
Capt. Eugenio Antonio, Jr. has been 

elected Chapter Commander of Occiden
tal Negros in its last convention.

NUEVA VIZCAYA
A new Post has just been organized 

(Turn to next page)



Page 20 THE LEGIONER

Echoes of the . . .
(Continued from page 19)

in Bambang, with the following as of
ficers :

Post Commander—Domingo Ramel 
Vice Commander—Felipe Moscoso 
Adjutant—Benjamin Cuaresma 
Finance Officer—Benjamin Calaycay 
Chaplain—Camilo Pimentel 
Historian—Diego Umanos 
Sergeant at Arms—Alexander Aniag 
Committeemen—John Ware 

Florencio Lapada 
Saturnino Pascual 
Constancio Ocampo 
Loreto Verseles

P A N G A S I N A N
Congressman Juan de G. Rodriguez 

has indicated his intention to join the 
Philippine Legion, according to the Act
ing National Adjutant, Col. Jaime N. 
Ferrer. Congressman Rodriguez is now 
organizing posts in nine towns in Pan- 
gasinan which he controlled during the 
occupation. He was an overall com
mander in the province in the resistance 
days.

QUEZON
The following are the 1948 officers of 

the Quezon Chapter:

Chapter Commander—Col. Andres 
Umali

Vice Commander—Capt Mamerto 
Ricafort

Adjutant—Jose Zagala
Finance Officer—Benjamin C. Reyes 
Historian—Ubaldo Orias
Auditor—Quirino Remo

RIZAL
One of the most interesting conven

tions of the Philippine Legion held so 
far was that of the Rizal Chapter. 
Within the tattered walls of the Rizal 
High School at ?'asig, representatives 
of various guerrilla units met for the 
first time and pledged to unite in the 
interest of the veterans. Present were 
representatives of Markings, Hunters, 
ECLGA, Fil-Americans, Barrion’s, An
derson’s, and other minor organizations.

The delegates were unanimous in 
their stand against amnesty. The con
vention also passed quite a number of 
important resolutions.

The following officers were elected 
for 1948:

Chapter Commander—Lt Col Frisco 
San Juan

1st Vice Commander—Lt Col Leon

C. Cabaihin
2nd Vice Commander—Lt Col Mo

hammad de Venancio
3rd Vice Commander—Col Eduardo 

Manahan
4th Vice Commander—Col Leon 

Tuason
5th Vice Commander—Capt Cons

tancio Gabriel
Adjutant—Lt Artemio Vicencio
Asst Adjutant—Lt Eutiquio Men

doza
Finance Officer—Miss Virginia 

Tiamson
Auditor—Capt Juan Antonio 
Historian—Judge Rafael Hilao

Post Commanders
Paranaque—Capt Arcadio Marquez 
Las Pinas—Maj Eufracio Villanueva 
Muntinglupa—Lt Col Baldomero 

Vinalon
Pateros—Col Leon Tuason 
Taguig—Lt Col Pedro Cruz 
San Juan—Capt Alejandro de 

Guzman
Mandaluyon—Col Bonifacio 
Malabon—Lt Leonardo Reyes 
Quezon City—Col Arcadio Santos 
Caloocan—Col George Sanchez 
Marikina—Lt Pio Santos 
Cainta—Maj Maximo del Rosario 
Angono—Capt Ponciano Rivera 
Binangonan—Maj Faustino Anti- 

porda
Antipolo—Maj Pablo Coronacion 
Taytay—Maj Felix del Rosario 
Baras—Conrado Jimenez
Cardona—Capt Bernardo San Juan 
Tanay—Col Penaranda 
Pililla—Mayor Aquino

RIZAL CITY
The National Commander has just 

appointed Capt. Mariano Tibay as 
Chapter Commander, and Lt Col Fabio 
Ynchausti as Vice-Commander of the 
Rizal City Chapter.

R O M B L O N
Meeting in a convention last Decem

ber, the Romblon Chapter elected Dr. 
Jose Moreno as Chapter Commander.

MANILA
Post No. 1 of the Manila Chapter, 

located at the Philippine Veterans 
Board, has elected the following officers 
for 1948:

Post Commander—Maj Liberato 
Jimenez

Vice Commander—Alejandro 
Remigio

Adjutant—Roberto Almaden 
Finance Officer—Salvador 

Macaranas

February, 1948
Auditor—Maximo Salvador

Cheering that lasted for more than 
five minutes brought to a close the 
meeting of Mindanao guerrilla leaders 
representing more than 50,000 men in 
Davao City recently. During the Sleet
ing the dissolution of the Mindanao 
Guerrilla Legion, Inc. and the forming 
of the Mindanao Department of the 
Philippine Legion was agreed upon af
ter a long debate replete with the 
sufferings of Mindanao guerrillas dur
ing the occupation.

Major Albino Noble, Major Froilan 
Matas and Major Teofilo Rivera spon
sored the dissolution to “Let veterans 
from Luzon and the Visayas and 
elswhere share the ideals that promp
ted us to band together and to arm our 
selves with unity to tackle our common 
problems”.

Amidst wild applauses from his fellow 
veterans, Major Froilan Matas of the 
famous Davao Militia demanded of the 
administration thru Gen. Macario Pe
ralta Jr. the abolition of the NAFCO 
for ralleged failure to administer enemy 
plantations in accordance with the po
licy of President Roxas. Abuses alle
gedly committed by some NAFCO per
sonnel were aired by Matas including 
blackmarketing of NAFCO copra and 
a'locations of NAFCO administered 
plantations to friends and relatives of 
NAFCO personnel to the prejudice of 
guerrilla squatters.

Peralta promised to take up the 
matter with President Roxas.

President Manuel Roxas recently 
announced that the amount of P6.000 
000,00 has been earmarked for veterans 
benefits. The additional amount will 
be disbursed thru the Philippine Vete
rans Board for payment of pensions to 
disabled veterans, indigent parents of 
deceased veterans, war widows and or
phans, and payment of tuition fees of 
veterans studying under the Educatio
nal Benefits Provisions of Republic 
Act 65.

The appointment of Col. Adonais P. 
Maclang, a distinguished guerrilla com
mander of the Bulacan Military Area 
under Col. Alejo Santos as member of 
the Philippine Veterans Board was re
cently announced by Chairman Macario 
Peralta, Jr. Maclang is now in charge 
of the Death Pension Benefits Division 
which formerly was under Lt. Col. 
Jaime N. Ferrer, another Board Mem
ber. Ferrer is now general counsel to 
veterans.



February, 1948 THE LEGIONER

Underscoring the . . .
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fusal of Filipino commanders to come 
under American guerrilla command; 2) 
overlapping of area control between Huk 
leaders and Usaffe commanders; and 3) 
publication of communistic literature by 
Huk headquarters, which Usaffe com
manders resented.

After liberation, the bitter Usaffe- 
guerrilla-Huk misunderstanding stood as 
one of the main problems that confronted 
the reestablished civil government. Re
quisitioned by the Commonwealth from 
the US Sixth Army to become the Gov
ernor of Bulacan upon liberation, I was 
imposed with the responsibiliy of ironing 
out these differences toward the end 
that normalcy, which then meant peace 
and order, may be restored.

The people of Bulacan and neighbor
ing provinces can bear me out that from 
March 1945 up to after the 1946 elec
tions, there was peace in Bulacan. The 
Huk problem was totally inexistent. 
People in the barrios could go to the 
towns without fear for their lives, bus
inessmen and townspeople could pass un
molested anytime, anywhere in Bulacan. 
The landlords could get their share of 
the harvest even from the remotest 
farm. The farmers were unmolested. 
The Huks never for an instance stayed 
away from the ways of peace.

They organized the PKM or peasants’ 
union and sought, by collective effort, to 
work for the amelioration of the farmers 
lot. This organization, the PKM, suc
ceeded in securing a 60-40 crop-sharing 
basis. The ratio of the farmers to land
lords in Central Luzon is 20 to 1, and 
because the PKM convinced the farmers 
of its sincere desire to help them by its 
actions, it was but a natural consequence 
that these farmers should repose confi
dence in the PKM leaders. It was mainly 
on this popularity of the organization 
among the farmers that the Democratic 
Alliance representatives won over
whelmingly in Pampanga, Nueva Ecija 
and in a district each in Bulacan and 
Tarlac. I acknowledge with humility the 
support given me in the 1946 elections 
but it would be unfair if I will not men
tion and give corresponding weight to 
the help of former comrades in the BMA, 
teachers, Iglesia ni Kristo followers 
(which organization, indidentally, is 
staunchly anti-Huk) and loyal Naciona- 
listas of the second district of Bulacan.

It was after the overwhelming victory 
of DA candidates in Central Luzon that 
the Huk situation in Central Luzon de
veloped. The Liberal Party refused to 
grant the Central Luzon representatives
elect their rightful seats in the Congress 
of the Philippines. But the masses of 
Central Luzon who voted for these un
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seated congressmen were elected through 
terrorism and other reasons. They felt 
that their rights were trampled.

The Huks are human like any other 
group of guerrillas, who were tied by 
common love in defense of a common 
ideal. In Taruc and Lava and their other 
leaders, they see the stumbling block of 
feudalism in Central and Southern Luzon. 
Time and again, the government has an
nounced social justice policies. But have 
they been carried out?

Take the 70-30 Tenancy Law. Whether 
it is any other than the 60-40 previous 
agreement or worse, I shall not treat 
here. Suffice it to say that at first 
glance, the new law is much better than 
the former. Granted. But is it carried 
out? For the peasants and farmers of 
Central Luzon who live within the terri
torial limits of the "private armies” and 
civilian guards organized by the land
lords, the 70-30 Tenancy Law is a dead 
law. It is a farce, a mockery to the 
spirit of social justice behind its enact
ment.

On the stage which is Central and 
Southern Luzon today, a great drama i6 
being played: government forces on the 
one hand and “dissidents, bandits, mur
derers and rapists” on the other. The 
play is not half-over. It may take a 
long time, but the watching millions will 

(Turn to page 22)

Dead bodies of alleged Huks after an MP operation in Bulacan 
(Photo Courtesy of Manila Chronicle)
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eventually see the end. Supposed agents 
of law and order have justified killings, 
raping and burning of villages allegedly 
to run down outlaws, bandits, rapists and 
murderers. But who are the victims? 
Are not the poor barrio residents the 
victims? And what about these "out
laws and bandits?” Are the people 
afraid of them and against them? Or 
are they of the belief that they are sup
porting a movement to destroy feudalism 
and that these “dissidents” are the 
"champions of their cause?” There is 
ample reason to believe that the people 
—the great mass of people — are sup
porting the Huks. Else, how has the 
movement prospered? It would have 
fizzled out long ago.

What caused Taruc and Lava to go 
underground? This is again a moot 
question. But the fact of their unseating 
and the subsequent liquidation by civilian 
guards and government forces of their 
followers may not be far from the rea
sons.

Taruc and Lava may be wrong when 
they do not come out and heed the peace 
calls of the administration. But who can 
blame them? They wanted to live — 
and are still alive. Their common friend, 
Juan Feleo, they have not forgotten, was 
unceremoniously killed while performing 
peace missions for the government. I 
cannot believe that the body-guards 
furnished by the government to protect 
Feleo liquidated him, but then no Huk, 
too, will believe that a Hukbalahap killed 
Juan Feleo.

As it is, innocent civilians are being 
killed, villages are burned, chosen repre
sentatives are refused admittance into 
the halls of Congress, social justice po
licies remain unimplemented. And the 
Huk situation remains unsolved thereby.

The Huk problem is as simple as any 
problem anywhere in the Philippines. It 
is not a matter of subjugating the Huk 
forces. Force and fear cannot enhance 
brotherly love and lasting cooperation. 
It is barbarous, undemocratic and un
christian. Blood cannot beget love. The 
confidence of the people in the govern
ment, rather, should be restored. Their 
faith, badly shaken by successive insin
cere actions against them, will have to 
be brought back. The masses of people 
who believe in the movement, who are 
sincerely convinced that the Huk organ
ization is out to gain concessions for 
them and give them a chance to eke out 
a decent livelihood for themselves and 
their loved ones — these people will have 
to be given sufficient and definite gua
rantees and assurances that will not be 
open to suspicions that the administra
tion indeed has their welfare at heart.

Fund Drive . . .
(Continued from page 14) 

Norton & Harrison Co......................................................
Winthrop & Stearns, Inc..................................................
MLQ School of Law ......................................................
Capt. Mariano Sanchez...................................................
Cebu veterans ................................................................. .
Bureau of Public Works ...............................................
Miss Virginia J. Evangelista ........................................
Abra Chapter .................................................................
Juan Luna Elementary School .......................................
International Labor & Marine Union ...........................
Harbor Police .................................................................
Division of Protests & Appeals, Bureau of Customs .. 
Chua Limco & Company ..................................................
Gold Star Bakery............................................................

GRAND TOTAL ..
Ladies committees have been formed 

by the Students Chapter of the Philip
pine Legion in the different universities, 
colleges and schools in Manila. These 
committees, representing the cream of 
the coeds, are helping wonderfully well.

The Mindanao Department of the Phil
ippine Legion, in its last Department 
convention, resolved to contribute no less 
than P30,000.00. Major Albino Noble, 
Department Commander for Mindanao, 
has circularized all the veterans in the 
Island to help in the campaign. A bene
fit basketball game was held in Caga
yan, Oriental Misamis recently in con
nection with the drive. The Davao vete
rans are contributing several piculs of 
hemp each.

A student veterans rally was held in 
Iloilo City to boost up the Rogers Bill. 
Contributions poured in.

Concrete examples, not speeches and pro
mises of social welfare and implementa
tion of policies will have to be laid be
fore these people before their faith and 
loyalties can be placed back where they 
were before.

Why cannot the government employ 
the services of the governors and repre
sentatives in their respective areas to 
restore peace and order? The govern
ment will not lose face by using arbiters 
like governors and representatives 
to bring about bloodless peace with the 
Huks. Can these men, elected by the 
people themselves, not work out the 
peace problems of their respective re
gions — without the use of force and 
wastage of human lives? Cannot the 
Philippine Legion veterans be made 
peace agents in the troubled areas? 
Former guerrilla commanders, in this ca
pacity can work wonders. They will 
know how to deal with the Huks. Be
cause the ordinary Huk, just like any 
other ordinary Filipino, knows how to 
respond to goodwill and love.

100.00
20.00

232.00
5.00

500.00 21,157.89
137.85
95.00

100.00
23.50
40.00
64.50
11.50
50.00
30.00 

.. P22,984.24
The Cebu veterans responded te the 

appeal during the recent visit of Gen
era) Peralta there. They gave an initial 
contribution of P500.

Up in the North, Governor Molintas 
of Mt. Province, himself an outstanding 
veteran, has circularized all the war ve
terans in his province urging them to 
contribute to the fund.

The student veterans of Negros Occi
dental Institute at Bacolod have formed 
an association called the “ONIVA” to 
help in the drive. The following were 
elected officers: President, Manuel C. 
Jalando-on; Vice-President, Joaquin To
lentino; Secretary-Treasurer, Fernando 
T. Quebrar. Advisers are: Capt. Mel
chor Infante, Lt. Pastor T. Quebrar, Lt. 
Jorge Poblete and Lt. Guillermo Moreno.

Maj. Gen. Rafael Jalandoni, Command
ing General of the National Defense 
Forces, contributed P4,000.00 out of the 
Disabled Veterans Fund solicited by 
HNDF sometime ago.

Speaker Perez also plans to hold bene
fit shows and horse races, the proceeds 
of which will go to the drive.

Frank Cushing, a Navy veteran, and a 
brother of the Cushings of guerrilla 
fame in the Islands, is transporting his 
famous all-veteran circus troupe from 
America in order to put a six-day 6how 
at the Rizal Football Stadium for the 
benefit of the drive.

Meanwhile, Ambassador Elizalde open
ly stated that he is in favor, of sending 
the mission. Elizalde left for the States 
last month and intends to confer with 
Congresswoman Edith Rogers, the author 
of the bill. He is coming back about the 
middle of this month in order to attend 
the FAO conferences here and will report 
on the possibility of the passage of the 
Rogers Bill. By that time, Elizalde de
clared, the veterans mission could have 
left already for the States.

Slated to compose the important mis- 
(Continued on page 27)
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guarantees necessary for his defense. 
No person shall be held guilty of any 
offense on account of any act or omis
sion which did not constitute such an of
fense when it was committed, nor shall 
he be liable to any greater punishment 
than that prescribed for such offense 
by the law in force at the time when 
the offence was committed.

2. Nothing in this article shall pre
judice the trial and punishment of any 
person for the commission of any act 
which, at the time it was committed, was 
criminal according to the general prin
ciples of law recognized by civilized na
tions.

3. No one shall be subjected to tor
ture, or to cruel or inhuman punishment 
or indignity.

Article 8
Slavery, in all its forms, being in

consistent with the dignity of man, shall 
be prohibited by law.

Article 9
Everyone shall be entitled to protec

tion under law from unreasonable in
terference with his reputation, his pri
vacy, and his family. His home and 
correspondence shall be inviolable.

Article 10
1. Subject to any general law not 

contrary to the purposes and principles 
of the United Nations Charter and adopt
ed for specific reasons of security or in 
the general interest, there shall be lib
erty of movement and free choice of 
residence with the borders of each state.

Article 11
Everyone shall have the right to seek 

and be granted asylum from persecu
tion. This right will not be accorded 
to criminals nor those whose acts are 
contrary to the principles and aims of 
the United Nations.

Article 12
Everyone has the right everywhere 

in the world to recognition as a person 
before the law and to the enjoyment of 
fundamental civil rights.

Article 13
1. The family deriving from mar

riage is the natural and fundamental 
unit of society. Men and women shall 
have the same freedom to contract mar
riage in accordance with the law,

2. Marriage and the family shall be 
protected by the state and society.

Article 14
1. Everyone has the right to own 

property in conformity with the laws 
of the state in which such property is 
located.

2. No one shall be arbitrarily depriv
ed of his property.

Article 15
Everyone has the right to a nation

ality.
All persons who do not enjoy the pro

tection of any government shall be 
placed under the protection of the United 
Nations. This protection shall not be 
accorded to criminals nor those whose 
acts are contrary to the principles and 
aims of the United Nations.

1. Individual freedom of thought and 
conscience to hold and change beliefs 
is an absolute and sacred right.

2. Every person has the right, either 
alone or in community with other per
sons of like mind and in public or pri
vate, to manifest his beliefs in worship, 
observance, teaching, and practice.

(Concerning the following two Arti
cles, 17 and 18, the Commission decided 
not to elaborate a tinal text until it had 
before it the views of the Sub-Commis
sion on Freedom of Information and of 
the Press and of the International Con
ference on Freedom of Information.)

[Article 17]
[Everyone is free to express and im

part opinions, or to receive and seek in
formation and the opinion of others 
from sources wherever situated.]

[2. No person may be interfered 
with on account of his opinions.]

[Article 18]
[There shall be freedom of expression 

either by word, in writing, in the press, 
in books, or by visual, auditive, or other 
means. There shall be equal access to 
all channels of communication.]

Article 19
Everyone has the right to freedom of 

peaceful assembly and to participate in 
local, national, and international asso
ciations for purposes of a political, eco
nomic, religious, social, cultural, trade 
union, or any other character, not in
consistent with this declaration.

Article 20
Everyone has the right, either indivi

dually, or in association with others, to 
petition or to communicate with the pub
lic authorities of the state of which he 
is a national or in which he resides or 
with the United Nations.

Article 21
Everyone, without discrimination, has 

the right to take an effective part in 
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the government of his country. The 
State shall conform to the will of the 
people as manifested by elections which 
shall be periodic, free, fair, and by se
cret ballot.

Article 22
Everyone shall have equal opportuni

ty to engage in public employment and 
to hold public office in the State of 
which he is a citizen or a national. Ac
cess to public employment shall not be 
a matter of privilege or favor.

Article 23
1. Everyone has the right to work.
2. The State has a duty to take such 

measures as may be within its powers 
to ensure that all persons ordinarily re
sident in its territory have an opportu
nity for useful work.

3. The State is bound to take all ne
cessary steps to prevent unemployment.

Article 24
1. Everyone has the right to receive 

pay commensurate with his ability and 
skill, to work under just and favorable 
conditions, and to join trade unions 
for the protection of his interests in se
curing a decent standard of living for 
himself and his family.

2. Women shall work with the same 
advantages as men and receive pay for 
equal work.

Article 25
Everyone, without distinction as to 

economic and social conditions, has the 
right to the preservation of health 
through the highest standards of food, 
clothing, housing, and medical care 
which the resources of the State and 
community can provide. The responsi
bility of the State and community for 
the health and safety of its people can 
be fulfilled only by provision of ade
quate health and social measures.

Article 26
1. Everyone has the right to social 

security. The State has a duty to main
tain or ensure the maintenance of com
prehensive measures for the security of 
the individual against the consequences 
of unemployment, disability, old age, and 
all other loss of livelihood for reasons 
beyond his control.

2. Motherhood shall be granted spe
cial care and assistance. Children are 
similarly entitled to special care and as
sistance.

Article 27
Everyone has the right to education. 

Fundamental education shall be free and 
compulsory. There shall be equal ac
cess for higher education as can be pro- 

(Turn to next page)
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vided by the State or community on the 
basis of merit and without distinction 
as to race, sex, language, religion, so
cial standing, financial means or poli
tical affiliation.

Article 28
Education will be directed to the full 

intellectual, physical, moral, and spirit
ual development of the human person- 
bility, to the strengthening of respect 

for human rights and fundamental free
doms and to the cambating of the spirit 
of intolerance and hatred against other 
nations or racial or religious groups 
everywhere.

Article 29
1. Everyone has the right to rest 

and leisure.
2. Rest and leisure should be ensur

ed to everyone by laws or contracts 
providing in particular for reasonable 
limitations on working hours and for 
periodic vacations with pay.

Article 30
Everyone has the right to participate 

in the cultural life of the community, to 
enjoy the arts, and to share in the bene
fits that result from scientific discove
ries.

[Article 31]
(The Commission did not take a de

cision on the two texts reproduced be
low, but submits both for considera
tion.)

(Text proposed by the Drafting Com
mittee :)

[In States inhabited by a substantial 
number of persons of a race, language, 
or religion other than those of the ma
jority of the population, persons belong
ing to such ethnic, linguistic, or religious 
minorities shall have the right, as far 
as compatible with public order, to es
tablish and maintain schools and cultu
ral or religious institutions, and to use 
their own language in the press, in pub
lic assembly, and before the courts and 
other authorities of the States.]

(Text proposed by the Sub-Commis
sion on the Prevention of Discrimination 
and the Protection of Minorities:)

[In States inhabited by well defined 
ethnic, linguistic, or religious groups 
which are clearly distinguished from the 

rest of the population, and which want 
to be accorded differential treatment, 
persons belonging to such groups shall 
have the right, as far as is compatible 
with public order and security, to es
tablish and maintain their schools and 
cultural or religious institutions, and to 
use their own language and script in the 
press, in public assembly, and before 
the courts and other authorities of the 
State, if they so choose.]

Article 32
All laws in any State shall be in con

formity with the purposes and principles 
of the United Nations as embodied in 
the Charter, insofar as they deal with 
human rights.

Article 33
Nothing in this declaration shall be 

considered to recognize the right of any 
State or person to engage in any activi
ty aimed at the destruction of any of 
the rights and reedoms prescribed here-

Memories . . .
(Continued from page 8)

am afraid. If I can only find a job 
that will keep me busy, that will give 
me no time to remember, perhaps I can 
be myself again. I can still remember 
the horrible sight of the Death March, 
brave, young and courageous men dying 
by the hundreds daily of hunger, ex
haustion and disease. Each one of us 
veterans carries the memory of it as a 
burden in our minds. I can remember 
very well the frail voice of Lt. Juan 
Santos, his benumbed body left by the 
brutal enemy on the way to Capas, cry
ing for his family. He died before we 
were a few meters away from him. It 
made many of us say some crazy things. 
That was one dead begging the living 
to be remembered,” he continued as 
tears welled from his weary eyes.

“Strange, that this is the same thing 
that we ask of our government and all 
authorities concerned; WHY HAVE 
YOU FORGOTTEN US? We, the liv
ing, speak for the dead of Bataan and 
ask you again...WHY HAVE YOU 
FORGOTTEN US?

This is the CHALLENGE...still un
answered by so many of. us. Do the 
dead of Bataan have to rise...yes, do 
they have to rise and speak for those 
who have remained? We, the Vete
rans, await your answer.

The Red Cross . . .
(Continued from page 11) 

fare Service goes out of its way to so
lace a depressed and moody veteran pa
tient confined in a hospital, dissipating 
his worries by ferreting out the root of 
his trouble and helping him solve it. His 
morale is sustained when he most needs 
it, thus bringing sunshine into his other
wise gloomy life.

Summarized are but a few of the 
many vital activities indulged in for 
veterans and soldiers alike by your Red 
Cross, which are being made possible 
through the support of the nation. 
Whether these services — and all other 
Red Cross services — will continue for 
another year, depends in full measure 
on what the people has to say when the 
next appeal for funds of the organiza
tion is sounded off. As proclaimed by 
President Manuel A. Roxas, the 1948 
Fund Campaign of the Philippine Na
tional Red Cross will be held February 
1—29. This is the first Red Cross drive 
since its proclamation as an independent 
society on 15 April 1947.

The Philippine National Red Cross is 
your Red Cross. To continue with its 
prodigious humanitarian task, your Red 
Cross depends on the most that you can 
give. Now is the time to rally behind 
the people by supporting that good old 
symbol of brotherhood and service to 
all — your Red Cross, the Philippine 
National Red Cross.

MIA—The Fulfillment . . .
(Continued from page 7) 

airport is an enterprise that must neces
sarily be an asset rather than a liability 
to the coffers of the government.

The planning and building of the Ma
nila International Airport was and is 
beset with difficulties. However, as far 
as the follow-up of the project goes, 
things have proven so that any difficul
ties could be surmounted with the proper 
approach and sincere trust and coopera
tion among those concerned. In this 
connection, I believe that sound judg
ment, foresight and utter sincerity plays 
a great part in the success of a plan.

Thus, to mention in passing, that the 
mission of the Manila International 
Airport is sincere in its trying to ful
fill our hopes, when our nation lay pros
trate in ruts and ruins—that she may 
rise again and hold her own among the 
other nations of the world—and per
haps down to the more direct relations, 
it could mean better living to thousands 
of our countrymen.
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Amnesty . . .
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to dismiss their respective cases before 
they are overtaken by the concurrence 
of the National Assembly on the amnesty 
proclamation. Others simply shrug their 
shoulders and say, “We are not inte
rested.” This is a crystal indication that 
the very accused themselves are not in 
favor of amnesty.

For those guilty of the gravest crime 
against the security of the state, they 
should by all means be tried so that they 
may suffer in the consequence of their 
treasonous acts. In these times when 
the security of the state is a common 
target by self-seeking individuals, when 
traitors can betray their country free 
and unmolested, it is well that we here 
show that we cannot compromise with 
treason, before the very foundation of 
the institutions for which many a Fili
pino spilled their last drop of blood, 
does not crumble and decay.

The procedure of the People’s Court 
in the prosecution of the indictees is 
quite fair. The accused has a perfect 
day in court. For instance, the testimony 
of two witnesses is an absolute necessity 
to prove an overt act. And in the case 
of an economic collaborator, it will have 
to be definitely proven what particular 

or specific commodity was sold to the 
Japs and whether this material was 
necessary in the prosecution of the war. 
Verily, it would be extremely difficult to 
secure the conviction of an innocent in
dictee.

One reason in favor of the grant of 
amnesty frequently utilized by members 
of the National Assembly is that the 
actuations of the People’s Court are al
legedly questionable, that the People’s 
Court is not handling the situation in 
the manner expected of it. But, un
doubtedly, it cannot be that for this rea
son alone amnesty should be granted. 
This is rather a child’s way of approach
ing a problem. A better solution would 
be to change the composition of the 
People’s Court, if it is slackening in its 
duties.

Another argument often advanced in 
favor of amnesty is that the issue of 
collaboration has already died out in this 
country with the election of supposed 
collaborators to high positions in the 
Government. We cannot subscribe to 
this idea. We may agree that President 
Roxas was in a way a collaborator. But 
if he was elected to the most exalted 
position in the country it was not be
cause the people has forgiven the trea
sonable collaborators. Rather he was 
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an innocent collaborator and, above all, 
the people at that time, just healing from 
the bitter wounds of the war, saw in him 
the salvation of the country.

Neither does the triumph in the last 
election of those accused in the People’s 
Court prove the contention. It may not 
be that if they were so elected it was 
because the people believe them to be in
nocent. But it is our opinion that they 
were elected not because the issue of 
collaboration has been buried by the peo
ple for good. Rather, the people as a 
whole have seen distressing signs among 
a considerable number of the present 
Government officials that they would 
welcome a change, any change.

Yes, the veterans are vehemently 
against amnesty. The Filipino veterans 
do not claim for themselves alone the 
blessings of patriotism. They are not 
that capricious. The living are happy, if 
for having come out of it all alive. But 
it’s well to remember the unfortunate 
dead, many of them unknown and un
sung. It’s well to recall those who died 
many a painful death resisting, not 
collaborating.

Let us not forget Governor Vinzons of 
the Bicol region, Governor Ablan of the 
North, Chief Justice Abad Santos, and 

(Continued on page 27)
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Amnesty . . .
(Continued, from page 25)

a host of others. They died simply be
cause they refused to collaborate. It is 
hard enough to think of their cruel 
deaths. It is harder yet to remember 
them as suckers.

The guilty ones — those who gave 
their all in aid of the enemy, those who 
attempted to sell the country for a few 
pieces of dirty silver, should not escape 
the penalty of the law now that the war 
is over. For if this happens we certainly 
would be setting a pernicious example 
to those who will follow us. The dif
ference between patriotism and treason 
would be simply in sound and spelling, 
and the people would not care to dis
tinguish.

Sooner than most of us expect, a new 
war may again engulf us. History often 
repeats itself, so they say. When that 
time comes, which I pray hard it may 
never come again, we sincerely hope that 
we of the present generation will not 
have faltered in our duty to protect the 
very pillars of this country against those 
who betray and have betrayed it. This 
is our country, our native soil, the land 
of our birth, the seat of our affections, 
and there can be no greater happiness 
for us in this world than to see her 
“standing in the morning sunlight of her 
life; land of today; tomorrow’s hope.” 
Ours is not of yesterday or of today; 
we are thinking of tomorrow, of our 
posterity. Our children and our child
ren’s progeny must realize in deed as 
well as in example that we cannot af
ford and we shall not tolerate more 
Judases.

Fund Drive
(Continued from page 22) 

sion are: Secretary of National Defense 
Ruperto Kangleon; Senator Salipada 
Pendatun; Congressman Juan Borra; Col. 
Jose Razon of the USAFFE; and Father 
Haggerty, the Guerrilla Padre of Min
danao.

Once more we appeal to all the vete
rans and to the general public to hqlp 
in this worthy cause. Please turn in 
your contributions to Speaker Eugenio 
Perez of the House of Representatives, 
or to Gen. Macario Peralta, Jr., National 
Commander of the Philippine Legion, 
Wallace Field, Manila.

Unity, First . . .
(Continued from page 3)

himself to be greater co-exists. The 
followers, still impregnated with that 
same spirit of loyalty that they have 
learned to love during the war, follow 
their wartime commanders. Those in 
the neutral corner are confused, skep
tical and don’t know what to do. And 
yet if you ask a veteran what he wants 
most, he will readily snap at you: 
“Unity, first and foremost.”

It may be conceded that the purpose
less fights among and between us were 
pardonable during those times because 
the situation then was for the most part 
under control anyway.

But today the situation has radically 
changed. The sound and fury of the 
war have long died away. The heroes 
belong to history only to be remembered 
for an hour or so during National 
Heroes Day. Men who can stick out 
their necks are important and necessary 
during times of distress; after every 
war, they are forgotten and forsaken.

Today we have more enemies than we 
ever thought of. The country is littered 
with “great” men whose only ambition 
is to enrich themselves at the country’s 
expense, with post-liberation “heroes” 
whose only desire is their self-aggran
dizement.

These are our perrenial enemies be
cause they are those destroying the very 
foundations of the institutions for which 
many of our comrades-in-arms gave 
their all believing that in shedding their 
blood they would be fertilizing the soil 
from whence they sprung. And these 
are the vipers who are trying to des
troy and disunite us because if the ve
terans are one, together and indivisible, 
they know perfectly well that they can
not ply their dirty trade. As long as 
the veterans are divided, so long shall 
they become perfect ladders and step
ping stones for unscrupulous politicians 
and their ilk.

But united, compact, solid, 400,000 
veterans constitute a veritable force 
that no man in this country can afford 
to ignore. Then and only then may the 
solutions thru which we seek to cure 
our veterans problems prosper. Then 
and only then can we call it a day’s

Our Brother . . .
(Continued from page 14) 

presented to the next session of Congress 
for action. The second resolution, per
taining to American internees, is like
wise meeting with encouraging reaction. 
It appears that both these measures 
will be enacted into law.

A large American Community party 
is being sponsored by the Legion on 
February 22nd, Washington’s Birthday. 
This will be the first event of its kind 
since the war. Ambassador O’Neal will 
be the guest of honor. American Le
gion Posts are now active in Zamboanga, 
San Fernando (Pampanga), the PHIL
RYCOM Headquarters Depot, at Clark 
Field, and at three locations in Manila. 
Effoi-ts are being made to reconstitute 
the pre-war Posts are Cebu and Baguio.

Another Legion accomplishment of re
cent date is the presentation of cash do
nations to both the Boy and the Girl 
Schouts of the Philippines totalling 
P400, plus the giving of a flag and a 
bronze plaque to the American School 
in Rizal City.

To conclude this report, Department 
Commander Marc A. Stice sends his best 
wishes to all "his fellow Legionaires” of 
the Philippine Legion, and wishes them 
the greatest success.

FRANK S. TENNY 
Department Adjutant

PHILIPPINE LEGION ADOPTS NEW 
IDENTIFICATION CARD

Beginning this year every member of 
the Philippine Legion will be issued an 
identification card as shown below upon 
payment of the annual fee of P2.00. The 
Card is serially numbered.

This identification card will be honored 
by all Philippine Legion Post or Chapter 
Commanders and other Legion officers 
everywhere in the country.

work.
The need for unity among us is im

perative, and I ask the delegates to the 
forthcoming National Convention of the 
Philippine Legion to give this para
mount problem their utmost considera
tion.

Benjamin M. Fermin, D.D.S.
Mandaluyon, Rizal 1

C. R. Vicente
Filling Contractor

No. 4, Shaw Blvd., Mandaluyon, Rizal
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