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% Is Europe the one to suffer?

Why is the Division of Europe into
Two Rival Blocks Significant?

Specific objectives:

1. To know the causes and signifi-
cance of the division of Europe into two
rival blocs

2. To understand the objectives of the
Marshall Plan

3. To understand the objectives of the
Molotov Plan

The One World dream of the late
Wendell Wilkie is gradually becoming
truly a dream for European countries.
No peace could be had on the continent
where peoples are divided into two con-
flicting camps. The events of the last
ten months clearly have shown the
sharpness of the division between the
Soviet World and the Democratic World.
Why is Europe now divided into an
Eastern and Western Bloc? What is
the significance of this division?

Marshall Plan a challenge to
Europe

On June 5, 1947, Secretary of State
George C. Marshall delivered a speech
at Harvard University urging the na-
tlons of Europe to cooperatively work

ther in the r truction of Eu-
ropean economy. To bring about this
reconstruction, Marshall presented Eu-
rope a plan. The Marshall Plan gives
three requirements for European nations
to secure American financial aid: First,
the nations of Europe must prepare a
balance sheet of their resources and
needs. Second, the countries of Europe
must collectively prepare a program of
self-help for economic recovery. Third,
a program outlining how American

dollars may be spent must be submitted
to the Unifed States. .

“The United States economic aid to
Europe,” said Secretary Marshall, “is
directed not against any country or doc-
trine, but against hunger, poverty, des-
peration, and chaos. Its purpose should
be the revival of a working economy in
the world so as to permit the emergence
of political and social conditions in which
free institutions can exist.”

Immediate reaction to the
Marshall Plan

Shortly after the Marshall Plan was
announced, Britain and France imme-
diately discussed the plan. British For-
eign Secretary Ernest Bevin and French
Foreign Minister Georges Bidault met
in Paris on June 17-18 to make a pre-
liminary discussion of the plan. The
two' leaders invited Russian Foreign
Minister Viacheslav F. Molotov to join
the Paris talks.

The Paris conference of the three for-
eign ministers was significant in three
ways: First, it was the first postwar
conference in which the United States
was not represented. Second, it was the
first post-war conference of the For-
eign Ministers in which the peace of
the world was not the sub)ect of the
discussion. Third, it was the first post-
war conference in which the division of
Europe into Eastern and Western blocs
was foretold.

Anglo-French proposal
The Paris conference of the three
Foreign Ministers opened on June 27.
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Britain and France proposed the crea-
tion of a “steering ' committee” that
would first make a survey of Europe’s
needs and resources and then draw a
plan for the economic reconstruction of
Europe. The plan will be submitted to
the United States for study.

Russian proposal

Foreign Minister Molotov presented a
proposal which would require the United
States first to detail how much aid she
could extend to Europe. Each European
country would then make a survey of
its own needs and submit the estimate
of the help it would need.

Causes of conflict among the
foreign ministers

The three diplomats used very sharp
language in the discussion of the pro-

Mr. Bevin and Mr. Bidault are, how-
ever, determined to carry out the ideas
suggested by the Marshall Plan. France
and Britain, with 14 other European
countries held a conference in Paris on
July 12 for the purpose of setting up a
“Committee of Cooperation” which
ishould draw a report on the available
means and on the needs of Europe for
the next few years. The nations that
attended the Paris conference were:

posals. Mr. Molotov bitterly d d
the Anglo-French proposal. He said:
“The Soviet Government, considering
that the Anglo-French plan to set up a
special organization for the coordina-
tion of the economies of the European
states would lead to interference in the
internal affairs of European coun-
tries, ... rejects the plan as being al-
together unsatisfactory and incapable
of yielding any positive results.” Mr.
Bevin and Mr. Bidault refuted the charge
made by Mr. Molotov. Both leaders
insisted that the plan would not lead
to interference in the international af-
fairs of any European country.

Europe is now split into two
worlds
The refusal of Mr. Molotov to accept
the Marshall Plan brought about the
division of Europe into two rival blocs.
What the world feared most finally

came — the division of Europe into two .

worlds. Mr. Molotov’s refusal of the
Marshall Plan divided Europe into two
rival economic blocs.

Country Area (Sq. Mi.) Population
1. Austria 32,369 7,055,000
2. Belgium 11,775 8,400,000
3. Denmark 16,675 4,330,000
4. France 212,741 41,100,000
5. Greece 50,267 7,700,000
6. Iceland 39,709 130,000
7. Eire 26,601 2,956,000
8. Italy 119,733 46,000,000
9. Luxembourg 999 300,000
10. Netherlands 12,742 9,530,000
11. Norway 124,656 3,065,000
12. Portugal 35,424 8,275,000
13. Sweden 173,341 6,750,000
14. Switzerland 15,940 4,485,000
15. Turkey 296,500 19,100,000
16. United
Kingdom 93,991 49,700,000
Totals 1,263,263 218,875,000

The nations that refised to attend the
Paris conference were:

Country Area (Sq. Mi.) Population

1. Albania 10,631 1,140,000
2. Bulgaria 42,741 7,000,000
3. Czechoslo-
vakia 49,321 12,300,000
4. Finland 130,160 3,870,000
5. Hungary 35,911 8,900,000
6. Poland 120,782 22,600,000
7. Rumania 91,934 15,900,000
8. Yugoslavia 95,983 16,700,000
9. Russia 8,308,634 193,000,000
Totals 8,886,097 280,410,000
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What is the significance of the
split?

The division of Europe into Eastern
and Western Bloc became definite when
9 countries of Eastern Europe refused
to cooperate in working out a general
plan for Europe’s economic recovery.
The split of Europe may have serious
economic and political implications.
What will be the effects of this division
on the political and economic welfare
of Europe?

Western Europe will be organized in-
to an economic whole.—The t

ern Europe will surely revitalize the
much weakened postwar economy of
these countries. Once the economy of
Western Europe is stimulated, the na-
tural law of commerce will forcibly
attract the trade of Eastern Europe
regardless of restrictions.

The Marshall Plan spurred the Molo-
tov Plan.—Why did Russia and her sa-
tellites withdraw from the Paris con-
ference? Russia withdrew because she
feared that the countries of Eastern
Europe might fall under American in-
fluence. Russia fears that American

ic istance to the countries of

of the Marshall plan by all the coun-
tries of- Western Europe will naturally
unite these countries into an economic
whole. The countries of Western Eu-
rope accepted the Marshall Plan mainly
for economic reasons. They need ade-
quate immediate aid to restore their
shattered economy. They lack funds
and necessary means for economic
comeback. They know that without
American aid they may suffer years
of economic setback, which might ul-
timately lead to revolution. And they
must unite to get American aid.

European economic recovery will be
slow.—The division of Europe into 2
blocs will slow down European econo-
mic recovery because both blocs are in-
terdependent upon one another. Eastern
Europe is very rich in the resources
needed by Western Europe. It has abun-
dant agricultural products and a great
supply of coal, oil, electric power, tim-
ber, and fertilizer. Western Europe can
supply Eastern Europe with manufac-
tured articles, industrial equipment, and
farm machinery. The economy of East-
ern Europe is obviously the complement
of that of Western Europe. One would
not prosper without the other.

The Marshall Plan will revitalize
Western Europe.—In spite of whatever
the Communists may put in the way to
hamper the Marshall plan, a sufficient
American aid to the countries of West-

Fastern Europe would weaken “Russian
ties” with them.

The acceptances of the invitation to
the Paris conference by the 16 coun-
tries of Western Europe spurred Mr.
Molotov to speed up. Russia’s counter
economic move against the Marshall
Plan. The so-called Molotov Plan has
become clear. A trade agreement was
concluded between Rumania and Bulga-
ria on June 9; a treaty of “ecenomic
cooperation” was concluded between
Czechoslovakia and Poland on July 4;
an agricultural and commercial trade
agreement was concluded between Cze-
choslovakia and Hungary on July 10;
trade agreements were also signed up
between Bulgaria and Russia, between
Bulgaria and Finland, between Bulga-
ria and Hungary, and between Hungary
and Finland. All these agreements are
designed to make Eastern Europe eco-
nomically independent of Western Eu-
rope.

The division of Europe has made the
conflict between Russia and the United
States more evident.—Russia refuses to
cooperate in the working out of a con-
tinental plan for the economic recovery
of Europe mainly because the aid comes
from America. The refusal shows that
Russia does not desire the restoration
of Europe’s economic life and Europe’s
comfort at the sacrifice of Russian in-
fluence. Harold Callender, an outstand-
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ing American correspondent in Berlin,
says: “Rather than see Europe recon-
structed with the aid of the greatest cap-
italistic power, Russia prefers that it
not be reconstructed, at least not now,
since Russia has another conception of
the future of Europe.” Likewise, Cons-
tantine Poulos wrote in his article “The
Eastern Bloc” in The Nation, “Russia
will try to prevent American influence
from ‘infiltrating’ into Eastern Europe.”

Germany will benefit from the split.
—Economic experts are agreed that the
economic division of Europe would ben-
efit Germany. The Marshall Plan con-
siders the coal and steel production of
Germany ry for the ic re-
covery of Western Europe. France,
however, fears that the increase of Ger-
man steel and coal production would
mean the revival of a strong Germany.
For this reason, France wishes to shift
the center of heavy industry from the
Ruhr to France by increasing her coal
production. France believes that a
strengthened Germany is a threat to
the peace of Europe. But the Marshall
Plan centers on-the proposition that the
increase of coal production in Germany
will make the coal imports from East-
ern Europe unnecessary. The problem
now is: Should the coal production in
the Ruhr be increased to obviate coal
imports from Eastern Europe at the
expense of France? The French now
ask: “Would the help be for Germany
or for France?”

Exercises to Develop Thinking

1. Why does the United States de-
mand collective cooperation among the
countries of Europe before she extends
aid?

2. Is Mr. Molotov justified in saying
that the Anglo-French proposal would
be an interference in the internal af-
fairs of European countgies?

3. Russian writers state that the
Marshall Plan is a form of “economic

imperialism.”
statement ?

Do you agree with this
Why?

4. President Truman once said that
countries boycotting the Marshall Plan
would not receive aid. Is this policy
justified? Why?

5. Politically, Europe is split into two
blocs; but it is believed that economic-
ally it would be impossible to split Eu-
rope. Can you give some good reasons
why this is true?

6. The Molotov Plan aims to inte-
grate the economies of Eastern Europe
so as to offset deficiencies of products
imported from the west. One writer
believes that the Molotov Plan would
mean reduced rations for Eastern Eu-
rope. Is this statement true? Why?

7. W. H. Lawrence, a noted foreign
correspondent in Berlin, said: “The
Marshall Plan is seen as the natural
complement of a plan for the expulsion
of communism by producing conditions
of prosperity. In the same way the
Molotov Plan is the complement of the
Stalin Doctrine of expanding Commu-
nism.” Could you explain why?

R What is the significance of the split
of Europe into two blocs?

9. Is the split of Europe a result of
the 'Truman Doctrine? Why?

10. Which do you think has a better
chance of success, the Marshall Plan or
the Molotov Plan? Why?

References
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* Can you give the significance of the Greek Question?

What is the Significance of the
Greek Question?

Specific objectives:

1. To get acquainted with the Greek
Question

2. To understand the findings of the
Balkan Commission of Inquiry

3. To get acquainted with the con-
flicting views in the Balkan Report

In the early part of December, 1946,
Greece filed a formal complaint with
the Security Council charging that her
three northern neighbors — Albania,
Yugoslavia, and Bulgaria — were lend-
ing support to guerrillas who are con-
tinually attacking her northern frontier.

diately on D ber 19, 1946, the

Security Council established the Bal-
kan Commission of Inquiry to make an
on-the-spot investigation. After four
months of work, the Balkan Commission
completed its report on May 23, 1947.
What are its findings? What are its
recommendations? What are the con-
flicting views between -Russia and the
majority members of the Balkan Com-
mission? What {s the significance of
the Greek Question?

What is the significance of the
Balkan Commission?

The creation of the Balkan Commis-
sion is significant in modern world di-
plomacy and world politics. The Bal-
kan Commission was the first commis-
sion created by the United Nations to
make a formal study of the Greek com-
plaint and also the first international
commission to make an on-the-spot in-
vestigation. It spent three months con-
ducting hearings i® the Balkans and
making trips into the hazardous zones
to secure authentic facts. The report

on the findings of the Commission shows
“realism and seriousness”. This realis-
tic seriousness is clearly shown in the
faithful presentation of the arguments
of both sides, however bitter.

What are the findings of the

Balkan Commission?

The six-hundred page report of the
Balkan Commission contains the testi-
mony of witnesses, the factual conclu-
sions of the Commission, and the re-
commendations of the Commission for
the future. What are the findings of
the Commission?

1. Guerrilla activities exist in Greece.
These are due to political bitterness and
economic difficulties brought about by
the last global war.

2. Disturbed situations exist in
Greece. These are partly due to bitter
political bitterness and economic diffi-
culties. These disturbed conditions have
not been eased since the beginning of
the war.

3. Most of the countries concerned—
Albania, Yugoslavia, and Bulgaria—re-
fuse to accept as final their present
frontiers. Bulgaria and Yugoslavia
wish to incorporate Greek Macedonia.

4. The presence of political refugees
in Greece, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, and Al-
bania create troubles and disturbed con-
ditions. Many of these refugees are quar-
tered near the frontier of the country
from which they came, and are engaged
in “political and military” activities,
hoping “that there will be some violent
turn of the tide which will enable them
to return to their homes on the condi-
tions they chose.”
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W hat are, the conclusions of the
Balkan Commission?

The conclusions arrived at by the
eight members of the Balkan Commis-
sion—Australia, Belgium, Brazil, China,
Colombia, Syria, the United Kingdom,
and the United States—were opposed by
Russia and Poland. France, however,
abstained from voting on the conclu-
sions adopted by the Commission. The
conclusions approved by the Commission
are as follows:

1. It is a majority conclusion that
Yugoslavia and, to a lesser extent, Al-
bania and Bulgaria have supported the
guerrila warfare in Greece. The Com-
mission found that Yugoslavia had giv-

ﬂz& i b ria had adopt-
5 = \ — % ed a “policy of
[l WANTS AR =y 2eT T support for a
[ £PIRUS Lo = 50" % 6~ separate Ma-
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M”’m tion”  Mace-
AT e donia belongs

to Greece.

3. Evidences show that since the end
of World War II tHere have been nu-
merous violations on the borders of each
of the countries concerned.

4. The Commission admits that the
disturbed conditions obtaining in Greece
are partly due to the discrimination
and persecution of the minorities and
radical political groups by the Greek
Government in the form of reprisal
against the instigators of the civil war
of 1944-1945 and against rabid commu-
nist propaganda. These two conditions
plus the economic catastrophe brought
by the last World War had caused thou-
sands of persons to flee to the moun-
tains or to take refuge on thé soil of
Greece’s three northern neighbors, where
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they formed groups actively hostile to
the Greek government.

5. The Commission, however, firmly
states that the existence of disturbed
conditions in Greece in no way relieves
the three northern neighbors of their
duty under international law to prevent
and suppress subversive activity in their
territory, aimed against another gov-
ernment, nor does it relieve them from
direct responsibility for their support
of the Greek guerrillas.

What were the recommenda-
tions made by the
Commission?

The Balkan Commission believes that
measures should be taken to prevent
repetition of these offenses on the part
of Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, and Albania.
It offers several recommendations to
prevent such offenses, but they are ob-
jected to by Russia and Poland. What
are the recommendations?

1. The Security Council should make
formal appeal to the governments of
Greece, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, and Al-
bania to establish more neighborly re-
lations with one another. They should
be asked to refrain from supporting
any revolutionary movement.

2. The Security Council should make
a decision that future “support of
armed bands formed in the territory of
a state crossing into the territory of
another state” should be considered as
one of the threats to the peace of the
world. The Security Council should
then be empowered to use various forms
of coercion to remove the threat to the
peace of the world.

3. Frontiers treaties should be con-
cluded by the four countries. The trea-
ties would place on each government the
responsibility to insure that its nationals
or residents do not violate its neighbor’s
sovereignty nor interfere in its neigh-
bor’s internal affairs.

4. The four governments should take
precautionary action against political

refugees. Refugees should be removed
from frontier areas.- They should be
segregated. The respective governments
must see to it that the refugees do not
engage in any political or military ac-
tivity.

5. The governments ¢f the four coun-
tries should make arrangement for the
peaceful assistance of voluntary trans-
fer of national minorities. The Bul-
garians now living in Greece, for in-
stance, should be given assistance to
return to Bulgaria and vice versa.

6. The Security Council should estab-
lish a neutral frontier commission to
report on the workings of the frontier
conventions among the_ four govern-
ments, to investigate frontier violations
and complaints regarding conditions
along the border, to supervise the camps
of political refugees, and to promote the
transfer of national minorities.

W hat are the causes of conflicts
on the Greek Question?
Russia and Poland object to the find-
ings of the eight members of the Bal-
kan Commission. Both countries have
submitted their own findings and con-
clusions. Russia makes the following
charges: (1) The witnesses selected by
the Greek government came from the

Fascist and criminal elements. (2)
Many statements in support of the
Greek case were falsified. (3) The

Greek government has adopted drastic
measures against persons who love
Communism. (4) The disturbance in
Greece is the result of persecutions and
terrorism taken against democratically
minded citizens and national minorities.

The report of the Commission was
bitterly debated. Senator Warren Aus-
tin introduced a resolution supporting
the findings of the Commission and its
recommendations. Andrei  Gromyko,
Russian delegate to the Security Coun-
cil, introduced a resolution outlining the
conclusions given above. He was op-
posed to the formation of a frontier com-
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mission in the Balkans because, accord-
ing to Russia, this would mean the com-
plication of troubles. The desire of the
United States to create a frontier com-
mission would mean, according to Gro-
myko, “the creation of a screen in order
to hide foreign intervention by certain
powers in Greek domestic affairs.” Rus-
sia exercised her veto power three times
in the Security Council to prevent any
effective action on the Greek Question.
The G 1 A bly in its : |
regular session has approved the crea-
tion of a “Balkan Watch Commission.”
Russia announced its intention to boy-
cott the “Balkan Watch Commission.”

Exercises to Develop Thinking
1. Explain why the creation of the
Balkan Commission is very significant.
2. In what way do political refugees
i the internal difficulties in
Greece?

3. Russia insists that the internal
troubles in Greece are due to the weak
character of the Greek government. Is
this statement true? Why?

4. In what way are Yugoslavia, Al-
bania and Bulgaria responsible for trou-
bles in the northern part of Greece?

5. Can you explain why these three
countries are interested in northern
Greece?

6. Do you think there is truth in the
statement made by a radio commentator
that the three Communist neighbors of
Greece would like to overthrow the legi-
timate government of Greece in the
same way as the Communists did with
the legitimate government of Hungary?
Why?

7. Why is Russia opposed to the crea-
tion of a frontier commission to watch
the Greek border? Is there truth in
Russia’s assertion that the creation of
the frontier commission would mean
“the creation of a screen in order to
hide foreign interference in the internal
affairs of Greece”? Why?

8. Russia has used her veto power sev-
eral times to prevent the Security
Council from acting on the Greek Ques-
tion. Why did she use the veto power?
Russia tried hard but unsuccessfully to
prevent the United States from having
the Greek Question discussed in the
General Assembly. Why did she try to
prevent the problem from being dis-
cussed by the General Assembly?

9. In his speech before the second ses-
sion of the General Assembly Secretary
Marshall said: “It is a universally ac-
cepted principle of international law
that for one nation to arm or otherwise
assist rebellious forces against another
government is a hostile and aggressive
act. Not only has this principle been
upheld in a number of famous cases
in international law, but it has also
found expression in international agree-
ments. The majority members of the
Security Council have recorded their
support of this principle by their action
on (on condemning the illegal assist-
ance furnished by Yugoslavia, Albania,
and Bulgaria to guerrilla forces against
the Greek government) the Greek case.
One permanent member of the Secur-
ity Council, however, has three times
vetoed the efforts of the Council to
deal with the situation.” Do you find
any plausible reason why Russia should
not be condemned for the misuse of the
veto power? Why?
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How is the New Japan Governed Today?

Specific Objectives:

1. To study the make-up of the new
Japanese government

2. To understand the role of the new
Japanese constitution

8. To get acquainted with the main
trend of Japanese political life

Japanese political life since the un-
conditional surrender of Japan on Sep-
tember 2, 1945, has undergone radical
change. A new constitution has been
promulgated and recent elections were
held in accordance with the new consti-
tution. How is the new Japan gov-
erned today? What are the outstand-
ing characteristics of the new frame-
work of the Japanese government?
What is the main trend of . Japanese
political life?

New experience for

the Japanese

The Japanese had never enjoyed real
self-government before their uncondi-
tional surrender. The only constitu-
tion they had was the Meiji Constitu-
tion of 1889 personally drawn by Prince
Ito. Several individual rights were
granted by- this constitution, but they
were, however, never fully enjoyed by
the people because Japan was dominat-
ed economically, politically, and social-
ly by the aristocrats and militarists.

by the staff of the SCAP (Supreme
Commander for the Allied Powers) in
Japan. It was, however, discussed and
approved by the Japanese Diet and pro-
mulgated by the Emperor.

What are the important changes pro-
vided in the new constitution? First,
with the new constitution, Japan be-
comes a constitutional monarchy in
which the Emperor is a mere figure-
head. Second, Japan renounces war
and gives up her right as a sovereign
nation to declare war. Third, the peo-
ple, not the emperor, are the sovereign
power. Fourth, a responsible cabinet
is set up. Fifth, extensive civil liber-
ties are guaranteed.

What is the position of the

Japanese Emperor?

Under the old Meiji constitution, giv-
en 57 years ago, the Emperor was held
sacred and was worshipped. All sov-
ereignty resided in him. Today, the
Emperor is only a constitutional mon-
arch. He is the “symbol of the state
and of the unity of the people, deriving
his position from the sovereign will of
the people.” The source of power now
is the people and not the emperor. The
Emperor has no power to initiate any
legislation. He could not administer
the state. He is given only the power

The promulgation of the new Jap e
constitution, on ‘May 3, 1947, which laid
the foundations of a democratic form
of government, is a new experience for
the Japanese people.

What changes does the new
constitution provide?

The new constitution of Japan did
not originate from the Japanese people.
It was not framed by the representa-
tives of the Japanese. It was prepared

to duct formaliti He pr
amendments to the constitution, laws,
cabinet orders and treaties; he con-
vokes the Diet; he dissolves the House
of Repr tatives and pr gen-
eral elections; he receives foreign am-
bassadors and ministers; he awards
honors; and he performs ceremonial
functions. The Emperor retains only
some of his private property. The Diet
provides for the expenses and salary
of the emperor.
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How do the sovereign rights of
the people prevail?

Under the old Meiji constitution of
1889, state sovereignty resided in the
Emperor. Today, under the new con-
stitution, the source of power is the peo-
ple.  The new constitution guarantees
the sovereignty of the people. The Em-
peror derives his power from the will
of the people. The Diet under the Mei-
ji constitution was not a true lawmak-
ing body because the House of Peers
were composed of hand-picked group of
nobles and industrialists who were sub-
servient to the Emperor. Under the
new constitution, the members of the
uppe} house, now called the House of
Councilors, are directly elected by the
people. Legislative power is now ex-
clusively exercised by the Diet. The
members of the cabinet and the prime

ister are held responsible to the du-
ly elected representatives of the people.
Under the Meiji constitution the advi-
sers and go-betweens who comprised the
Imperial Household Ministry and the
Emperor’s Privy Council could seat and
unseat prime ministers and members of
the cabinet. Likewise, all local offi-
cials, from the governor to the village
headman, were appointed. These offi-
cials were responsible to their superiors
and not to the people. Today, under the
present constitution, mayors and gover-
nors are responsible to the peopls who
elect them. All local governors must
abide by the laws passed by the Diet.

What compose the new Diet?

Under the Meiji constitution, the
House of Peers or upper house, consist-
ed of nobles and industrialists hand-
picked by the Emperor. The House of
Representatives or lower house was
elected by limited suffrage. The old
Diet was not a true lawmaking body.
All ‘statutes were introduced by a min-
ister of state. The old Diet had no
power to name ministers. It could not

control the conduct of the ministers of
state. The Emperor could dissolve the
Diet at will.

Under the new constitution, legisla-
tive power is exercised exclusively by
the Diet. The House of Representa-
tives is directly elected by the people.
The members of the House of Council-
ors, which has replaced the House of
Peers, are directly elected by the people.
The House of Representatives is the
supreme power. It could override even
the House of Councilors. A two-thirds
majority vote by the House of Repre-
sentatives on a second reading turns a
bill into a lat in spite of the opposition
by the House of Councilors. The fune-
tion of the House of Councilors is main-
ly “to serve as brake on a possible run-
away lower house.”

How is executive power
exercised?

The Executive power is vested in the
Cabinet. Under the old constitution the
prime minister was all-powerful. Un-
der the new constitution the prime min-
ister and all members of the cabinet
are chosen from among the members of
the House of Representatives. The
members of the cabinet are jointly re-
sponsible to the duly elected representa-
tives of the people.  All members of
the cabinet are selected by the prime
minister. The appointments can all be
rejected by the Diet’s vote of “no confi-
dence.” It is provided by the constitu-
tion that any party with a clear major-
ity in the Diet is given the power to
name the premier or prime minister. If
the Diet is divided and there is no ma-
jority party in power, two or more par-
ties may team and form a coalition
government.

How does the local govern-
ment function?

Under the old constitution all local
officials were appointed. Even the
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members of the police were appointed.
These officials were responsible only to
those who appointed them. The aver-
age citizen did not have any right
against the decision of all local officials.
Under the present constitution mayors
and governors are elected by the peo-
ple.  The local assemblies are elected
by the people. They abide by the laws
passed by the Diet.

How is judicial power
exercised?

The judicial power is vested in a Su-
preme Court and in inferior courts es-
tablished by law. Judges of the Su-
preme Court are appointed by the Cabi-
net, but all such appointments must be
“reviewed by the people” at the first
election of the members of the House of
Representatives. Judges of inferior
courts are selected by the Cabinet from
a list of persons nominated by the Su-
preme Court.

How are civil rights protected?

The old constitution granted certain
individual rights to the people, but such
rights were never fully enjoyed by the
people because of the dominating pow-
er of the aristocrats and militarists.
The present constitution protects the
rights of the people by limitings the
power of those in authority. The rights
provided for in the present constitution
include equality under the law, free
speech, free assembly, free worship, free
press, free information media, free
resid , free ed and public
trial. The present constitution also
provides for equality of sexes. It un-
mistakably states that all persons “have
the right to work.” It fixes the stand-
ards of working conditions, wages, and
hours of work, and guarantees the
“rights of workers to organize and to
bargain collectively.”

Renunciation of war

The most radical innovation in the
new constitution is the renunciation of
war. “War, as sovereign right of the
nation, and the threat of use of force,
is forever renounced as a2 means of set-
tling disputes with other nations. The
maintenance of land, sea and air for-
ces, as well as other war potential, will
never be authorized. The right of belli-
gerency of the state will not be recog-
nized.” The commitment given in the
constitution is unparalleled in the con-
stitutions of modern nations.

The new constitution also gives an
unprecedented example of making it a
constitutional obligation to have only a
peaceful settlement of disputes with
other nations. The new constitution
states: “....we have determined to re-
ly for our security and survival upon
the justice and good faith of the peace-
loving peoples of the world.”

Exercises to Develop Thinking

1. In what way does the new consti-
tution lay the framework of a demo-
cratic government for Japan?

%Z. How is the sovereignty of the
people assured in the new constitution?

3. Why ‘must the Diet be strength-
ened to become useful?

4. What is the significance of the
limitation of the powers of the Empe-
ror?

5. Why should the legislative pow-
er be exclusively exercised by the Diet?

6. Explain how the executive pow-
er is exercised.

7. What is the significance of the
selection of the prime minister and the
members of the cabinet from among the
members of the House of Representa-
tives?

8. How are the civil rights protect-
ed?

9. Emperor Hirohito has renounced
his “divinity.” The constitution makes

(Please turn to page 158)
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Why is the Ruhr a problem?

Why does France Fear the
Revival of the Ruhr?

Specific objectives:

1. To appreciate the importance of
the Ruhr in the reconstruction of Euro-
pean economy

2. To understand the problems aris-
ing’ from the control of the Ruhr

3. To understand: why France fears
the revival of the Ruhr

One of the explosive spots of Europe
is the Ruhr. The Ruhr is a German ter-
ritory of about fifty square miles in the
British zone of occupation. Why is the
Ruhr significant in world politics? Why
is its revival important for Europe?
Why is its revival feared by France?

Why is the Ruhr important?

The Ruhr is considered one of the
most important districts of the world
for the following reasons: First, it is
one of the four densely populated dis-
tricts of the world; and it had, before
the defeat of Germany in the last global
war, the heaviest concentration of skilled
labor and heavy industry of all the
densely populated districts of the world,
including the Atlantic seaboard of the
United States, Honshu and Kyushu, the
English Midlands, and the area com-
prising Belgium, northeastern France,
and Luxembourg. Second, the Ruhr has
a vast store of mineral wealth. Its coal
deposits are unsuvrpassed in richness.
Third, the Ruhr was the main coal sup-
plier of western and southern Europe
before.the second World War. Fourth,
the Ruhr is the world’s second largest
producer of iron and steel.

How did Germany make use of
the Ruhr?
The defeat of Germany in World War

1 did not destroy the potential useful-
ness of the Ruhr. After the war, Ger-
many turned all the arms-and-munitions-
producing plants of the Ruhr into goods-
producing factories in order to pay off
her reparations payments. America ex-
tended loans to Germany in 1926 to
speed up the modernization of the in-
dustries of the Ruhr. In 1926, the Bri-
tish coal strike helped increase further
Ruhr's coal output and export. And
when Adolf Hitler launched his rearma-
ment program, the industries of the
Ruhr were forced to work at their
highest degree of efficiency.

Germany built her war machinery and
strengthened her economy out of the
riches of the coal mines of the Ruhr.
Before World War II, Germany pro-
duced 180 million tons of coal. One
hundred twenty-seven million of these
were produced from the Ruhr Basin.
During the same period, Ruhr produced
16 million tons of pig iron and 13 mil-
lion tons of steel. During the same pe-
riod Germany was able to establish in
the Ruhr Basin numerous diversified
chemical laboratories and factories es-
sential to the German industries. Ger-
man scientists produced out of coal such
things as solvents, dyestuffs, pharma-
ceuticals, explosives, and highoctane fuel.
The works of these German scientists
had made Germany technologically su-
preme long before Germany secured mi-
litary leadership.

Various proposals on what to
do with the Ruhr
The Ruhr is aptly called the “Key to
Europe’s future,” because the different
countries of Europe greatly need coal
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and steel which only the Ruhr could suf-
ficiently supply. This is the reason that,
although Germany has been defeated,
the treaty makers of Europe have to
give the Ruhr -special consideration.
What are these considerations? First,
the Ruhr remains Europe’s best indus-
trial asset. Second, the recuperative pow-
ers of the Ruhr are immense. Third,
the big pool of skilled labor has re-
mained in the Ruhr. Skilled labor is
indispensable in the production of
necessary coal and steel for the rehabi-
litation of Europe.

Immediately after the defeat of Ger-
many, various proposals were made on
what should be done with the Ruhr. In
fact this is the question that has greatly
perplexed the leaders of the British,
American, and French forces of occupa-
tion in Germany. These leaders have the
following views:

1. They admit that the Ruhr must
continue to produce coal because the de-
vastated countries of Europe badly need
coal and steel. Before the second World
War, the Ruhr produced 440,000 tons of
coal daily for the factories of Germany
and other countries of Europe. Today
the Ruhr coal mines yield only 220,000
tons. England cannot supply the present
demand for coal. In fact, England is
having a critical coal shortage.

2. They also believe, however, that
Germany must be prevented from using
the Ruhr mines in building another
war-making potential. It has been pro-
posed that the clan of steel and coal
barons and industrial combines must be
eliminated from the ownership and
management of the Ruhr industries; it
was these clans that helped the Kaiser
and Hitler rise to power.

3. The United States proposed that
the Ruhr mines be operated by the
Germans during the occupation under
close Anglo-American supervision. The
British believe that the Ruhr mines
should be socialized.

4. Some leaders proposed that the
Ruhr be severed from Germany and or-
ganized as a Ruhr-Rkennish state under
the Dutch, Belgian, and French leader-
ship. The United States, however, con-
siders the severance of the Ruhr from
Germany as impractical.

French proposals for the Ruhr

The official French view on the Ruhr
was presented by Foreign Minister
Georges Bidault on January 17, 1946,
in the National Consti t A bly.
He said: ‘The security of Europe and
the world requires that Germany be de-
prived definitely of the war potential
represented by the resources and raw
materials of the Rhine-Westphalian re-
gion, and that the Rhine districts shall’
never again be able to serve as a zone
of passage, arsenal and base for inva-
sion. As for the Ruhr, Europe’s im-
mense treasure house, consisting of coal
mines and the factories associated with
them, employing in normal times five
million workers, the French government
considers that, in conformity with the
general interest of humanity, it must be
treated both politically and economic-
ally.”

According to the French view, tllme
Germans should not be given freedom
to dispose of the coal resources of the
Ruhr. An internationalized Ruhr could
help much in making Germany stable.
The Ruhr could sell to Germany coal,
steel, metallurgical products, and tex-
tiles. And the Ruhr could buy from
Germany foodstuffs, iron, ore, wooden
pit props and artificial fibers. It is
believed that the balance of payments
would be in favor of the Ruhr, and the
French suggest that the said profits
from the Ruhr mines and industries
should be used to pay the German
foreign debts.

W hat is the present problem of
France?
Europe is now divided into two blocs
as a result of the refusal of nine nations
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Russia to P with the
countries of Western Europe in . the
execution of the Marshall Plan for the
economic recovery of Europe. The
United States and Britain believe that
the Ruhr steel mills should be made
productive to help Germany pay for the
cost of American and British occupa-
tion, but the French believe that the
Ruhr coal and steel mills are a standing
menace to the security of France and
the peace of Europe. France’s para-
mount problem, therefore, is how to re-
move this menace. The solution of this
problem will determine the future role
of France in Europe.

France has accepted the Marshall
Plan for Europe. The United States
and Britain on the one hand want to
increase the industrial output of Ger-
many’s coal to hasten the economic
recovery of Europe; but France, on the
other hand, fears the revival of a power-
ful Germany. The problem that faces
the three leading powers of Europe is:
How could the economic recovery of
Europe be brought about through the
increase of Germany’s industrial output
without endangering the. security of
France and the peace of Europe?
What must be done to solve this prob-
lem? This problem will have to be
decided soon by these three countries.

Exercises to Develop Thinking

1. Why is the revival of the Ruhr
important for Europe?

2. How did the resources of the
Ruhr help Germany build her industrial
and warmaking potential?

3. Why should Germany be pre-
vented from making use of the Ruhr
in building another war machine?

4. The British want that the Ruhr
be owned by the public. In his speech
in the House of Commons, Foreign
Secretary Ernest Bevin said: “Who is
going to have these industries (Ruhr
industries) if the people do not? Are

the socialization of the coal mines of
the Ruhr? i

5. The United States wants the
Germans to operate the mines and in-
dustries of the Ruhr under the close
supervision of an Anglo-American com-
mission. What do you think are the
reasons of the United States?

6. Do you favor the separation of
the Ruhr from Germany? Why?

7. Do you favor the internationali-
zation of the Ruhr? Why?

8. What is the problem of the three
powers in the disposition of the Ruhr?
Do you agree with the French in their
view that the Germans should not be
given freedom to dispose of the coal
mines of the Ruhr? Why?

9. Do you think there is a political
motive in the conflict over the disposi-
tion of the Ruhr? If the Ruhr is inter-
nationalized, would you favor giving the
Russians an equal vote on the manage-
ment of the Ruhr? Why?

10. Why does France fear the revi-
val of the Ruhr under the German
management?
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Has the “veto power” hamstrung the U.N.?
Has the Veto Power been Abused and
Misused by the Big Powers?

Specific objectives:

1. To know what the ‘“veto” is

2. To understand the use of the
“yeto”

8. To know the significance of the
“yeto”

4. To get acquainted with the history
of the “veto”

World lead radio ¢ tors,
editorial writers, newspaper columnists,
and many of the delegates to the second
regular session of the General Assembly
of the United Nations launched severe
attacks on the abuse and misuse of the
‘“veto.” What is the history of the
‘“veto” now in practice in the Security
Council? Has it been abused and mis-
used? What is the latest world opinion
on the “veto”?

What is the “veto™?

The ‘“veto” is a voting procedure or
formula granted to the Big Five powers,
the permanent members of the Security
Council—the United States, Britain,
Russia, France, and China. The Char-
ter of the United Nations provides that
in deciding substantive or major issues
a majority vote of seven out of the ele-
ven members of the Security. Council is
required. But of the seven, five must
be the votes of all the Big Five. If
one of the Big Five votes “No” on a
substantive or major question, aside
from routine or procedural, no action
can be taken. This is called “enforced
unanimity” or the big-power “veto.”

What is the use of the “veto™?
The Big Five “veto” power exists in
the Security Council. Before the United

Nations Conference on International
Organization was held in San Francis-
co, California, from April 25 to June
26, 1945, the Big Five agreed in the be-
lief that no interndtional dispute could
become world-wide or global unless the
Big Five are split into two opposing
sides. 1t was because of this theory
that the Big Five adopted the proce-
dure of having first a unanimous
agreement among tk lves before al-
lowing the United Nations to apply any
collective force. What is the main idea
behind this agreement? It was believed
that the military and industrial might
of the Big Five could keep the peace of
the world, and it was presumed that all
the members of the Big Five want peace.
B of this pr ption, the Big
Five believed that the ‘“veto” would
force the members to work hard to find
a solution that would be acceptable to
all.

What is the use of the “veto”
in practice?

Since the creation of the Security
Council, the “veto” power has been used
22 times by Russia, and twice by France.
France first used it when she joined
Russia in a veto on the Franco question
and again when she vetoed the forma-
tion of a United Nations Commission to
supervise the Security Council cease fire
order in Indonesia. Russia used the veto
under the following circumstances:

Veto No. 1 was used by Russia when
a resolution was presented in the Secu-
rity Council that France and Britain
should withdraw their troops from Syria
and Lebanon. Russia insisted that the
troops be ordered out.
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Vetoes No. 2, 3, 4 and 5 were used by
Russia when the members of the Secu-
rity Council proposed that the Spanish
question be removed from the agenda
of the Security Council and be placed
before the General Assembly. Russia
ingisted that Franco be declared 2 men-
ace to world peace.

Vetoes No. 6, 7 and 8 were used by
Russia in blocking the applications for
membership of Transjordan, Ireland,
and Iceland to the United Nations.
Russia argued that Transjordan was not
an independent nation and that Ireland
and Iceland did not give aid to the
Allies during World War II. The ap-
plications of these countries received
the majority vote of the 11-member
Security Council, but were vetoed by
Russia.

Veto No. 9 was used by Russia in Sep-
tember, 1946, against the resolution pre-
sented by the United States proposing
the “creation of an on-the-spot commis-
sion to in border incid along
the northern frontier of Greece. But in
December, 1946, after Greece had filed
a formal complaint that guerrilla activ-
ities in her northern frontiers were
endangering the peace and integrity of
peace, Russia voted in favor of the crea-
tion of a to investigate the
border incidents in Greece.

Veto No. 10 was used by Russia in
vetoing a British resolution charging
that Albania was responsible for the
laying of mines in the Corfu Channel
which damaged three British ships and
which caused the death of 44 sailors
and injury of 42. The Corfu Channel
incident has been referred to the Inter-
national Court of Justice for decision.

Veto No. 11 was used by Russia
against the resolution calling for a Bal-
kan Commission to investigate the Greek
Onesti The Ball P st

blot on the prestige of the United Na-
tions,” because the Russian veto over-
ruled the will of the majority to promote
peace by creating a Balkan Commission
that would keep watch on the northern
frontier of Greece in order to prevent
further bloodshed.

Vetoes No. 12, 13 and 14 were used
by Russia against the reconsideration
by the Security Council of the applica-
tions of Transjordan, Ireland, and Por-
tugal for membership to the United
Nations. Russia for the second time was
the only one which voted ‘against the
admission of these countries into the
United Nations.

Vetoes No. 15 and 16 were used by
Russia against the resolution presented
by the United States, placing the blame
on Albania, Yugoslavia, and Bulgaria
for the disorders in northern Greece.
The resolution was pr d during
the second di of the Balk
Question on August 19, 1947. The re-
solution called upon these three nations
to cooperate with the Greek government
in restoring peace along their frontiers.
This resolution was vetoed by Russia.
After the resolution was vetoed, Aus-
tralia pr d oth resoluti
placing no blame on any country for
the disorders in Greece. The four coun-
tries were, however, asked to stop all
hostile acts and to resume normal rela-
tions. This resolution was also vetoed
by Russia.

Vetoes No, 17 and 18 were used by
Russia against the application of Italy
and Austria for membership to the
United Nations. Russia argued that
she had not ratified the peace treaty
with Italy and that no peace treaty had
vet been concluded with Austria.

Vetoes No. 19 and 20 were used by
Russia on S ber 16, 1947, i

created in December, 1946, to make an
on-the-spot inquiry, reported that the
Greek complaint accusing her northern
neighbors of aiding the guerrillas were
founded. This veto was “the greatest

the Ameri proposal to ask the Gener-
al Assembly for its recommendation on
the Balkan question. The resolution
was approved by nine votes in favor -of
the United States. Russia and Poland
voted against it. Finally, as the last
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resort, Andrei Gromyko vetoed the re-
solution. Andrei Gromyko, serving as
president of the Security Council ruled
that the negative vote of Russia consti-
tuted a veto and the resolution was
killed. The Security Council then voted
8 to 2, the Soviet Union and Poland

What is the reaction to the use
of the “neto”?

Is the “veto” being used in accordance
with the spirit behind the agreement of
the Big Five? This is the question
being asked by internationally minded

opposing and Syria abstaining, that the
United States resolution was procedural
rather than substantive and that con-
sequently ‘the “veto” did not apply.
Gromyko then cited the agreement
among the Big Five made at San Fran-
cisco that unanimity among the Big
Five was necessary in determining
whether a matter was procedural or
substantive.

Colonel William Hodgson of Austra-
lia protested that the Big Five accord
at San Francisco requiring unanimity
among the major powérs on whether a
matter was substantive or not was nev-
er incorporated in the Charter of the
United Nations and therefore was not
binding’ on the other members of the
United Nations. Gromyko accepted this
point.

The United States then presented
another resolution dropping the Greek
question from the agenda of the Secu-
rity Council. Gromyko spoke in opposi-
tion to this resolution, contending this
time that the Greek Question was sub-
stantive. He did not, however, chal-
lenge the stand taken by the United
States that the resolution was proce-
dural. After several hours of debate,
the resolution was approved by a vote of
9 to 2, with the Soviet Union and Po-
land abstaining. The Russian absten-
tion paved the way for the General As-
sembly to consider the Greek Question
and to take action on it.

Vetoes No. 21 and 22 were used by
Russia in vetoing the application of
Italy and Finland for membership. Ita-
ly’s application received 9 affirmative
votes and Finland’s received 9 in her
favor and 2 against.

tudents today. The reasons for the
uses of the “veto” by Russia have been
given for our readers to judge. The
world-wide reaction to the use of the
“veto” described below may give us-a
clear idea on the soundness of the use
of the “veto”.

During the first session of the Gener-
al Assembly in 1946, the “veto” was
severely attacked. In 1946 the ‘“veto”
was used by Russia against a heavy
majority vote in the Security- Council.
The majority vote in the Security Coun-
cil opposed Gromyko’s Contention that
Franco is a menace to the peace of the
world. In 1946 Col. W. R. Hodgson of
Australia said that the Security Coun-
cil had been discredited.in the eyes of
the world becauser the “veto” had been
irresponsibly used by Russia. In the
same year, Prime Minister 'Clement
Attlee condemned the frequent use of
the “veto”. He said: “We never con-
ceive of the veto as a decree to be used
whenever a particular power is not in
full agreement with the other, yet that
is what happened.”

The veto used by Russia in connection
with the United States resolution call-
ing for the creation of a Balkan Com-
mission to watch the border of Greece
was condemned by various leaders.
Herschel Johnson, United States deputy
representative, denounced the Russian
veto as “a grave challenge to the pres-
tige of the United Nations as a guardian
of the peace.” He said that although
he did not dispute the right of Gromyko
to use the “veto”, he felt that that right
was being “abused” in 2 manner not in-
tended under the agreement among the
Big Five. In his speech before the sec-
ond regular session of the General As-
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sembly on September 17, 1947, Secre-
tary of State George C. Marshall dis-
cussed the “abuse” of the “veto”. He
said: “The abuse of the right of unanim-
ity has prevented the Security Coun-
cil from fulfilling its true functions.
This has been especially true in cases
arising under Chapter VI and in the
d of new bers. The United
States would be willing to accept, by
whatever means may' be appropriate,
the elimination of the unanimity require-
ment with respect to matters arising un-
der Chapter VI of the charter, and such
matters as applications for member-
ship.”

Russia, through its representatives,
has shown that it will continue to stand
against any step for the disruption of
the unanimity of the Big- Powers. An-
drei Vyshinsky, Soviet Deputy Foreign
Minister, answering the speech of Sec-
retary of State George C. Marshall, said
that the Soviet Union feels it its duty
to fight resolutely against any attempt
to shake this principle (the veto power)
no matter under what motives these at-
tempts are made.

Exercises to Develop Thinking

1. Do you believe that the effective-
ness of the United Nations depend upon
the cooperation of thé Big Powers alone?
Why?

2. Oscar Lange, the Polish delegate
to the United Nations once said that the
unity of the United Nations would be
endangered if the machinery of the
United Nations could be used by some
great powers to form a coalition against
another great power. But with the
“veto” the formation of such a coali-
tion is discouraged. Do you believe this
contention? Why?

3. Examine the different uses of
the “veto” by Russia. Do you think that
the ‘“veto” has been abused and mis-
used? Why?

4. Do you agree with the United
States that the “veto” ought to be
limited in its use? Why? Can you give
an example on how it may be limited?
(Go over the uses of the ‘“veto” and
cite an example.)

5. The General Assembly in its ses-
sion last year recommended that re-
straint must be used in the exercise of
the “veto”. Do you think this recom-
mendation was adhered to by Russia?

6. The United States proposed a
plan to eliminate the veto on all matters
except on those that are directly con-
cerned in the control of actual threats
to peace or in the stopping of definite
breaches of the peace. Do you approve
of this plan? Why?

7. Ambassador Carlos P. Romulo
says that the “veto” should be abolished
because it is inconsistent with the_ prin-
ciple of sovereign equality. It is unde-
mocratic because it permits one of the
11 members of the Security Council to
outvote the 10 members on substantive
matters. It is obvious that it may be
abused. Do you agree with him in this
statement? Why?

8. What do you think is the moral
effect of the abuse of the “veto”?

9. Are you in favor of the abolition
of the “veto”? Why?

10. Can there be a United Nations .
without a “veto”? Why?

References

1. “The United Nations,” Tips, Vol.
3, No. 18, pp. 137-144.

2. “Text of Marshall Speech to U.
N. General Assembly,” Special Release
No. 459 (September 19, 1947) of the
USIS.

3. Dolivet, Louis.—The United Na-
tions, (1946), pp. 53-55. .

4. “Security Council’s Discussion of
Balkan Report,” Weekly Bulletin:
United Nations, Vol. III, No. 3 (July
16, 1947), pp. 86-90.

146 *

Current Events Review, Nov. 1947



Opinions on World Problems

Why are the Obstructive Results of the
Veto Significant?

(This section on press opinions on cur-

tegrity of Greece,” upon the agenda of

rent international probl is presented
every month in order to provide mate-
rials for class discussion in current
events. The opinions expressed are not
necessarily those of the Current Events
Review.)

Editorials’ and columns in the United
States papers have continued to express
deep concern over the ‘“veto” question
in the United Nations Security Council.
The recent Soviet vetoes of the Balkan
and membership questions, particularly,
have brought about a new round of com-
ments.

The “veto” problem has even been
linked by most critics with the effec-
tiveness of the entire United Nations
organization itself, and the present com-
ments on the “veto” question strongly
emphasize the necessity of solving this
question in order to. preserve the maxi-
mury strength of the United Nations.

Several newspapers have recalled the
frequent use of the ‘“veto” by Russia,
and have analyzed every use of it to de-
termine both its necessity as well as its
obstructiveness. They all have descried
the danger of its misuse to world peace.

The obstructive aspect of the
veto is dangerous

The New York Herald Tribune like
other papers, discussed the obstructive
effects of the “veto,” particularly those
shown by the Russian veto of the United
States resolution on the Greek Question.
The editorial of the Tribune said that
the veto of the formal request of the
United States to place the “threats to
political independence and territorial in-

the G 1 Assembly might prove to
be of decisive consequence, The editor-
ial pointed out that, although the As-
sembly recommendation has no legal
force, an overwhelming vote may endow
the Assembly with a moral or common
law power beyond what it holds today,
and confront Russia with a ‘“new kind
of United Nations.”

Is the “veto” the exclusive
property of Russia?

The Kansas City Star asks: “Is the
‘veto’ the exclusive property of Russia?”
In answer to this question, the City Star
says: “The Soviet delegate on the Coun-
cil not only has exercised the veto with
such lavish hand as virtually to make it
an exclusive property of his own country,
but has employed it generally for pur-
poses never envisaged by most of the
other nations which drafted the charter.
At nearly every turn in the last two
years, the Security Council has been pre-
vented from adopting the simplest meas-
ures to deal with the incipient threat
to international peace—and uniformly
the objection has come from one source.”

Does the “veto” destroy the
sovereignty of nations?

The question as to whether the “veto”
destroys the sovereignty of nations has
been raised by the Memphis Commercial
Appeal. It said: “The veto power was
included in the United Nations charter
for protecting the sovereignty of nations
against majority domination. It has been
used by Russia to destroy the sovereignty
of nations and to thwart the very peace
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it was intended to help preserve. This is
the same power which Russia insists she
must retain before she will agree to any
proposal for international control of
atomic energy and weapons, and the
world knows why. She would use it in
that field as she has used it on other
constructive matters as a ‘vicious instru-
ment’ not only to prevent the prevailing
of .democratic will but eventually as a
device through which she would destroy
democracy.”

Does the ‘“veto” thredten the
existence of the United
Nations?

The Philadelphia Inquirer believes
that the “veto” threatens the existence
of the United Nations. It says: “Such
a shocking misuse of the Big Power veto
by Communist Russia unquestionably
threatens not merely the integrity but
the existence of the United Nations.
The plain record of Russia’s vetoes in
the Security Council and Russia’s de-
termination to prevent international ac-
tion to maintain peace in the Balkans
stand as damning evidence of Moscow’s
threatening course. The major issue be-
fore the UN Assembly next month
(Séptember) will not be the Balkans but
the misuse of the veto.”

Study Helps

Let the class exchange ideas and opin-
ions on the “veto” problem. Let them
reread the article “HAS THE VETO
POWER BEEN ABUSED AND MIS-
USED?” Consider the following ques-
tions in your class discussion.

1. What is the real intention of the
Big Powers in agreeing on the’ use o:
the ‘“veto”? Is the agreement by the
Big Powers being carried out? Why?

2. The General Assembly has no power
to make legal recommendation that can
be forced on a country. It could not for
instance force Russia to accept its de-
cision on the use of the “veto.” It can

Why is the Division . . .
(Continued from page 132)

4. “What Should be Our Policy for
Aiding Europe Now?” Town Meeting,
Vol. 13, No. 14 (July 13, 1947), pp. 1-23.

5. “U. S. Plans for Co-ordinated Aid
for Europe,” World Report, Vol. 2, No.
25 (June 24, 1947), pp. 5-7.

6. “The Marshall Plan,” The Nation,
Vol. 164, Ne. 25 (June 21, 1947), pp.
72-73.

7. Poulos, Constantine. “The Eastern
Bloc,” The Nation, Vol. 165, No. 3 (July
19, 1947), pp. 65-66.

8. “Europe Looks at the Marshall
Plan,” New Republic, Vol. 117, No. 2
(July 14, 1947), pp. 10-11.

9. “The Molotov Plan,” America, Vol,
LXXVII, No. 17 (July 26, 1947), pp.
454-455.

only make recommendation but its re-
commendation is not binding. There is,
however, one thing not to be lost sight
of. The General Assembly has been
aptly called the “World’s Town Meeting”
where every nation can air its griev-
ances. As such, it can form public opin-
ion the force of which can condemn
Russia for the misuse of the “veto.” Do
you think the United States was right in
placing the “veto” question before the
General Asembly? Why? Do you think
this is the most desirable thing to do?

3. Examine the record of Russia’s use
of the “veto.” Do you agree with the
City Star that Russia has “misused” it?
Why?

4. Is it just for the Memphis Com-
mercial Appeal to say that the use of
the “veto” by Russia is likened to a
“vicious instrument”? Why?

6. In what way do you think does the
“misuse” and “abuse” of the veto threat-
en the existence of the United Nations?
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Significant World News Roundup

JAPAN
MacArthur Hopes for Self-
Sufficient Japan

In a recent statement issued by Gen.
MacArthur, hope had been expressed
that the peace treaty to be soon dis-
cussed would enable Japan to become
self-sustaining. The General said that it
is essential that the peace treaty be ap-
proached with tolerance and a just at-
mosphere to insure that the defeated na-
tion has an opportunity to become self-
sustaining rather than reduced to a con-
dition of mendicancy.

What is the significance of the news?

“A post-treaty Japan should not be-
come a burden upon the economy of any,
other country,” said Gen. MacArthur.
The concept that Japan should be held
down with a hard treaty is false. What
does history testify? “History shows
that-"democracy must spring from hard-
ships and struggle and toil to flourish
naturally in the hearts of men who cher-
ish individual freedom and dignity. A
spiritual commodity, it is neither for
purchase nor for sale.” Japan today,
according to the General, is one ¢f the
few places in the world where there is
minimum of fear, confusion, and unrest.
This is the main reason why a just treaty
should be given to Japan.

GERMANY

Soviet Complaint on German
Industry Rejected

The United States rejected the Soviet
Union’s complaint against the recent
talks on industry agreement among the
United States, Britain, and France. The
talks resulted in an agreement between
the United States and Britain on a new

level of German industry for their zones
of occupation in Germany. The Soviet
government declared that the discussion
of the new level of German industry af-
fects Germany as a whole and conse-
quently decisions on such matter can be
taken only with the agreement of the
Four Powers occupying Germany.

What is the significance of the news?

. The rejection ‘of the Soviet Union’s
complaint has been justified by the
United States. The United States gov-
ernment had sought persistently to reach
agreements on matters affecting ,Ger-
many as a whole and to implement the
provisions of the Berlin Agreement or
Potsdam Agreement that Germany
should be treated as a single economic
unit. The refusal of Russia to imple-
ment the Potsdam Agreement forced the
United States and British governments
to conduct a tripartite talk with France
on the level of German industry. “The
United States,” said Acting Secretary of
State Robert A. Lovett, “is unable to ac-
cept the thesis that nothing can be done
to alleviate the financial burden of the
United States or to develop within the
framework of the Berlin Agreement the
contribution of the western zone of Ger-
many to the economic reconstruction of
Europe until the consent of the Soviet
government has been obtained.”

UNITED STATES

United States to Share
Radioisotopes for Research
President Harry S. Truman has re-
cently announced that the United States
will make radioisotopes for medical and
biological research available to users in
other nations. In his message to the
JFourth International Cancer Research
Congress, President Truman $aid that he
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was pleased to announce that the prog-
ress in the production of radioisotopes
by the United States Atomic Energy
Ci ission permits limited Jistribution
of radioisotopes to qualified research
workers in other countries, principally
for medical and biological research.

What is the significance of the news?
Radioisot are idered the most

important research tool since the inven-
tion of the mi pe. The decision of
the United States to share radioisotopes
with other nations has been acclaimed as
a great forward step towards interna-
tional control and prevention of cancer.
This is true because radioisotopes can-
not be had elsewhere except in the
United States. = This decision would
enable competent scientists in other
countries to make use of the best re-
search tool for the alleviation of-human
sufferings.

KOREA
South Koreans Strengthen
Interim Democracy

The people of South Korea strength-
enea their interim democratic gov-
ernment under American tutelage.
Their legislative assembly is at present
working on measures to broaden general
fi hi To make d -acy function-
al, the Koreans have established a na-
tional police board, adopted an orienta-
tion program to adapt policemen to de-
mocratic police practices, have formed a
national refugee board, and have launch-
ed extensive educational reforms, such
as the appointment of adult education
officials- in each town or village. And
to protect all that they have acquired
under American tutelage, the Korean
legislative assembly is working out fool-
proof measures for tracking down Japan-
ese collaborators.

What is the significance of the news?

The enthusiastic and earnest response
of the Koreans to the occupation policies

of the United States, which aim to pre-
pare the people for a democratic way of
life, shows that, given an opportunity,
any people would always choose a gov-
ernment which grants or guarantees civil
liberties. The preparation of a general
franchise law significantly points to-
wards the kind of constitution Koreans
will frame as soon as they gain their
independence. It also assuras the Ko-
reans and the democracies of a sure force
that could effectively combat the spread
of communism.

INDO-CHINA
French Offer is Rejected

The French government has offered
the Vietnamese home rule within the
French Union. The home rule offer re-
serves for the French, however, the
rights to bases and standing armies, and
the control of foreign affairs. The offer
does not specify the extent of territory
to be controlled by Viet Nam.

What is the significance of the news?

The new French offer is intended to
break the Indo-China stalemate. The
war which started last year has failed
to settle the issues involved. The Viet-
namese do not consider the French offer
a great concession for it leaves much
power to the French and worse it leaves
the definition of boundaries of Viet Nam
territory for further negotiations. The
uncertainty and indefiniteness of the
French offer has been interpreted as a
reiteration of the French stand on colo-
nial dependence. The offer is equivalent
to native participation in the federal
union controlled by the French. The
Vietnamese, therefore, still continue to
demand complete freedom. Vietnamese
leaders see in the offer a design to per-
petuate French colonial control.

INDONESIA
Peace and Order is Needed

Hubertus J. van Mook, acting gover-
nor general of the Netherlands East In-
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dies, said at a press conference that ‘Eo
form of independent government could
exist in Indonesia until armed groups
responsible for the disturbances were
eliminated. Van Mook said that the aim
of the Dutch government and Republic-
an government leaders of Indonesia is
to set up a “sovereign state organized
as the United States.” It is hoped that
a reasonably sound nation can be formed,
but before this could be accomplished,
he indicated, certain elements must be
put down. The manner of suppressing
these elements rests with the police
action of the Dutch armed forces. The
Security Council has not helped matters.
It has caused delay.

What is the significance of the news?

The Indonesian situation as explained
by Van Mook brings to light the neces-
sity of the restoration of order and
peace. Armed groups are responsible
for disorder. Even the formation of
political parties could not be carried out
peacefully, because some scattered or-
ganized groups are still imbued with the
Nipponese philosophy. The philosophy
and conduct of these groups are injuri-
ous to the establishment of a sovereign
state. These groups do not scem to
realize that the progressive projects con-
templated by both Dutch and Ind i

lapse.” Britain is actually importing
more goods than what she is selling
abroad. She is importing more goods
than she can afford ‘to pay. Today she
is in 'danger of running short in foreign
exchange, parficularly dollars. She is
faced by the problem of balancing her
imports with her exports.

What: is the significance of the news?
Several things have taken place in
Britain. First, her industries have failed
to revive as expected. Second, the coal
producers do not produce the coal she
needs. Third, the purchasing power of
the 3,075,000,000 . dollar loan can buy
only about 40% of the goods she needs
from the United States. The loan would
have been sufficient had it not been for
the rise of the prices of the goods in the
United States. Fourth, dollar shortage
is being felt by Britain because Amer-
ica exports to her over $19.6 billion while
America imports from Britain only $7.6
billion. Fifth, Britain’s expenditures for
her 500,000 forces abroad have caused
serious strain on her treasury. These
economic problems of Britain have head-
ed into a crisis. To solve this “economic
crisis” the Labor Government is adopt-
ing an “austerity program.” This pro-
gram calls for reduction of rations re-
duction of imports, partial withdrawal of

ion b d

governments cannot be effected unless
peace and order is first restored. “Other
groups” said Van Mook, “are active with
their usual outside influence.” He re-
ferred to the subversive elements who
feel they would profit by “selling out
the Republic.”

BRITAIN

The British Fight the “Second
Battle of Britain”

In 1940, Britain fought heroically and
successfully the First Battle of Britain
against the German design to subdue
her by constant bombifig. Today she is
fighting another Battle of Britain. She
is fighting to prevent an “economic col-

troops d, in
production, and the ity for easing
the loan agreement with the United
States.

LATIN AMERICA

RIO Treaty Hope for the

Entire World

The most successful conference held
in 1947 is the conference of 19 American
republics held at Rio de Janeiro, from
the late part of August to the early part
of September. The conference was the
fulfilment of the promise made at Cha-
pultepec, Mexico, by 21 American re-
publics to perpetuate the solidarity they
had attained and shown against their
common enemy—the Axis powers.
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The conference ended with the sign-
ing of the Inter-American Defense
Treaty on September 6, 1947. The high-
lights of the treaty are:

“The high contracting parties agree
that an armed attack by any state or
states against an American state shall
be considered as an attack against all
the American states and consequently
each one of the said contracting p'arties
undertakes to assist in meeting the at-
tack.

“If the inviolability or the integrity
of the territory or the sovereignty or
political independence of any American
state should be affected by an aggression
which is not an armed attack... or by
any other fact or situation that might en-
danger the peace of America, the organ
of consultation shall meet immediately
in order to agree on the measures which
must be taken... for the common de-
fense and for the maintenance of the
peace and security of the continent.

“For the purposes of this treaty, the
measures on which the otgan of consul-
tation may agree will comprise one or
more of the following: recall of chiefs
of diplomatic missions, breaking of dip-
lomatic relations, breaking of consular
relations, complete or partial interrup-
tion of economic relations or of rail, sea,
air, postal, telegraphic, telephonic, radio-
telephonic, and radiotelegraphic com-
munications, and the use of armed
force.”

What is the signi’ficance of the news?

The RIO conference has proved that,
wherever and whenever nations are sin-
cerely desirous of promoting the peace
and well-being of the world, peace and
mutual help among sovereign states
could be established without frustrating
delays and without much confusing and
disturbing propaganda. The success of
this conference should be a lesson to the
United Nations. The conference showed
how treaty agreements could he reached
voluntarily. Each American republic
did its best to adjust its own position to

that of the others and out of respect
for the opinion of the majority. In de-
scribing the spirit of the conference,.
Secretary of State Marshall said, “No
nation triumphed over any »ther, for
this was not a contest betwzen nations
but a ‘get-together’ among them.”
After the ratification of the treaty,
Sen. Arthur H. Vandenberg, president
pro-tempore of the U.S. Senate, also
said: “I submit, my friends, chat such
a ‘regional arrangement’—faithfully re-
flecting the purposes and the formula of
the United Nations—is cheerful, en-
couraging and happy news in a cloudy,
war-weary world which is groping,
amidst constant and multiple alarms, to-
ward the hopes by which men live. It is
good for us. It is geod ifor all our
neighbors. It is good for the world.”

Study Helps

1. Why does MacArthur desire that a
postwar treaty with Japan should not
be made a burden on Japan’s economy ?

2. What justifies the United States
rejection of the Soviet protest on the
three-power conference on Germany?

3. What is the significance of Pres-
ident Truman’s announcement that the
United States will share radioisotopes
with other countries? Do you think
Russia should be allowed to share?

4. There is a stalemate in thé settle-
ment of the Korean problem between
Russia and the United States. Russia
proposes that both the United States
and Russia withdraw their troops from
Korea. Do you favor this proposal?
Why ?

5. Why is the new French offer of
home rule to Viet Nam not acceptable?

6. Is the statement of Van Mook on
the necessity of peace in Indonesia justi-
fied? Do you think that the commission
created by the United Nations should
look into this aspect of the Indonesian
problem? Why?

7. If a country buys more than it
sells, its balance of trade will be un-

(Plecse turn to page 155)
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The Philippines and the World--

U.S.-Philippine Relations
Praised

Miss Rosemary Finnegan, a Philip-
pine-born American woman, in a speech
before the Rotary Club of Tampa, Flo-
rida, cited the United States and Phil-
ippine relations as a model for interna-
tional understanding. Miss Finnegan,
now a teacher of Spanish in the St.
Petersburg High School, described the
United States and Philippine relations
since 1898 as the first and the best ex-
ample in history of a large nation living
side by side with a smaller nation with-
out trespassing on the latter’s rights.

Despite the fact that the Philippines
-has tremendous riches, the United States
ignored these assets and inivead she
directed her policies towards the mater-
ial and cultural improvement of the
Filipino standard of living.” ‘The United
States did not go to the Ph.ilippines as
2 mighty nation uering a country
for its raw materials, but as riend and
willing to help, she added.

Philippines Made Member of
“World Food Council”

The final plenary sessin of the
United Nations Food and Agricultural
Organization conference in Geneva re-
cently created an 18-nation special coun-
cil, popularly called the “World Food
Council.”

The council is composed of Australia,
Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Cuba,
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Egypt,
France, India, Italy, Mexico, Nether-

lands, Philippines, United Xingdom,
United States, and Union of South
Africa.

The council is expected to study the
present food and agriculture situation

of the world for the benefit of the
starvmg peoples. Its duties include the

tion of the p d as well as
the existing mtet-govemmental agricul-
tural dity arr: ; the co-

ordination of national and internatiqnal
agriculiurs. commodity policies along
the lines of the FAO; the invzstigation
of critical agricultural commodity sitya-
tions; the giving of advice on emergency
measures; and the periodic review of
agricultural situations and policies of
all nations.

Philippines Backs U.S. on
Greece

The Philippines. gave full support to
the United States proposal for halting
threats to the independence and terri-
torial mtegnty of Greece. r‘xe head of
the Philippine delegation and ver
delegate to the United Natioas, Carlos
P. Romulo, told the poht.\cal «.ommlttee
of the United Nati ly
that the United States proposal is war-
ranted by all the facts established by
the work of the Security Council’s Bal-
kan investigating commission.

The United States proposed that the
Assembly call upon Albania, Bulgaria,
and Yugoslavia to cease and desist
from giving further support to the
guerrilla fighting against the Gregk
government and also that the Assembly

tablish a ‘Speci bly
to oversee the restoration of peace.to
the Balkans.

Doctor Ales Bebler who spoke ahead
of R gave a detailed
of the position of the Yugoslav govern-
ment. Bebler argued that the Greek
problem is not new. It began about 35
years ago. He contended that the post-
war Greek regime was established with
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the aid of the British and the Quislings,
and that the postwar Greek election was
unfair, He charged that the recent
Greek governments had been formed in
the United States embassy.

Rep tative Herschel J of
the United States replied briefly to the
Yugoslav statement. He pointed out that
the Yugoslav argument was the same
sort of thing which the Security Council
had heard for three moaths. He argued
that nine of the 11 members of the
council had already votad for the same
kind of action which the United States
was asking the General Assembly to
take.

Former Manila Resident

Solicits Aid for Philippines

Former Manila resident Mrs. Rumilde
Avery solicits aid in New York for
Manila’s Filipino-American Assistance
League, Inc., Mrs. Avery went home to
the United States two years ago in
order both to solicit the aid and to give
her two adopted Filipino boys American
schooling.

Feeling that Americans should be
given the opportunity to aid Filipinos
who fought closely with them during the
war, Mrs. Avery sought advice from
Sisters of the White Cross in Manila
and from Mrs. Victoria Araneta, her
former neighbor, who had helped fin-
ance the assistance league and White
Cross work. Mrs. Avery began seeking
assistance for the league five weeks ago
and has already received numsrous con-
tributions.

Mrs. Avery emphasized that she was
not+ seeking charity, but assistance for
people who had been left ift urgent need
by the Japanese occupation. The goal
of the league, Mrs. Avery explained, was
to help “little people get back on their
feet,” perhaps by supplying a needy
farmer with a horse or water buffalo,
and a fisherman with nets.

Mrs. Avery revealed the league’s
plans to set up a children’s village which
would serve as a home for about 2,000

war orphans and for orphans who have
to leave the White Cross home at the
age of seven.

Philippines Shares Japanese

Reparations

The Philippines, the United Kingdom,
and the Netherlands will receive one-
sixth of Japanese reparation payments
in the form of tools, equipment, and
machinery. China will receive the larg-
est share, one-half of the interim repa-
rations. According to the announcement
made by the Allied occupation headquar-
ters in Japan, 19,661 items of machine
tools and metal-working equipment from
Japanese government-owned arsenals
are now available for interim repara-
tions.

Philippine Coconut Oil

Allocated for Relief Agencies

The International Emergency Food
Council announced recently the alloca-
tion of 5,000 tons of coconut oil to the
Philippine government for distribution
and sale during 1947 to recognized
privately-operated charitable organiza-
tions carrying out international relief
programs for civilians.

Under this plan, the Philippine gov-
ernment will make available to each
world charitable organization duly re-
cognized by the Council not more than
1,000 tons of copra (in terms of oil
content) within this year, 1947.

The efforts of charitable organizations
have been impeded by difficuity in get-
ting supplies of scarce commodities.
The recent allocation is intended to help
these organizations procure oil for their
future distribution programs. Charit-
able organizations are asked to apply
for their shares of this allocation to the
Philippine government.

Priorities Adopted to Hasten
Rehabilitation
The United States Philippine War
D: Commissi d recently
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that it would give priority in the hand-
ling of private claims to schools, hospi-
tals, public utilities, and basic industries
which will provide employment in the
Philippines. The decision (o establish
priorities is intended to hasten the re-
habilitation of the Philippines.

The priority categories are: private
hospitals and private schools; public
utilities, such as communication, trans-
portation, gas, electric power and light;
manufacturing and processing plants,
such as sugar, oil mills, desiccated coco-
nut plants, cigar and cigarette factories;
rice mills and other industries capable
of providing employment.

The Commission spokesman said that
the purpose of giving priority to basic
industries is to rehabilitate speedily such
industries so as not only to increase

lies for d tic ption, but
also to increase exports. The speedy
rehabilitation of basic industries is cal-
culated to bring about the immediate
restoration of the balance of trade for
the Philippines and to absorb a good
number of the unemployed.

P.1.-.Spain Treaty of Amity and
General Relations Held
Significant

The Philippines and Spain concluded
a treaty of amity and general relations
on September 27, 1947. The conclusion
of the treaty recalls the three centuries
of cultural, educational, social, religious
and political ties that once pound the
two countries.

The signing of the treaty 1s held sig-
nificant for two reasons. First, the
Philippines has decided to establish cor-
dial relations with a former mother
country against whom she nad risen in
revolt. Second, the Philippines has con-
cluded a diplomatic contract with a na-
tion that has not been recognized by the
United Nations. Questions have been

Significant World News . . .
(Continued from page 152)

favorable This is the situation in Eng-
land. As a result, Britain is faced by

a “dollar crisis.” What measures has
Britain adopted to prevent an economic
collapse ?

8. Why is the treaty signed by 19
American republics significant? Was
the conclusion of this treaty in harmony
with the basic aim of the United Na-
tions—to promote world peace? Why?
Go over the treaty and study whether
the points agreed upon on the methods
of settling disputes among the 19 Amer-
ican republics are truly a good example
for the rest of the world. A leading
American leader said that the treaty is
a light for the entire world. Explain
what he means by such statement.

raised here and abroad against the
signing of the treaty. Many critics be-
lieve the Philippines acted contrary to
the resolution approved by the United
Nations which provides for the recall
of ambassadors from Spain. Russna. pn-
marily, lately d d the

of the treaty. The Vice-President of the
Philippines and concucrently Secretary
of Foreign Affairs, however, argued
that the resolution of the United Na-
tions does not forbid any nation from
making friends with other nations.

The Manila Daily Bulletin rightfully
concluded that “the P}uhppme govem-
ment has established and imp
the policy of being as friendly as it can
afford to be with all other nations. It
is a good sound policy and the only
common-sense one to follow for a young
nation setting out to go places. If it
had refused to exchange representatives
with Spain after the latter sent her min-
ister here, that would have been inter-
preted as an example of active unfriend-
liness.”
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Special Report on the
Activities of the United Nations

Successors to UNRRA

The United Nations Relief and Reha-
bilitation =~ Administration (UNRRA)
ceased functioning on June 31, 1947,
The only ion was the
of its activity in China which would
probably continue until the end of 1947.
The UNRRA, a relief organization of
48 member nations, was established in
1943 to handle the relief work of the
Allied nations.
operations, the UNRRA had delivered
over 3 billion dollars worth of supplies
to 17 devastated countries. These sup-
plies represented the largest peacetime
shipping operation ever undertaken by
.one agency. The UNRRA also assisted
in sending home seven million displaced
persons, and gave care and maintenance
to those who were not yet able or did
not wish to return.

Tka organizations that took over some
of the activities of UNRRA are the
World Health Organization(WHO), the
International Refugee Organization
(IRO), and the International Children’s
Emergency Fund (ICEF). The health
program of the UNRRA is being car-
ried on by the WHO. This organization
now undertakes a program combating
tuberculosis in Greece and China; and
is sending to Austria and Hungary a
.“medical faculty on wheels,” the first
travelling teachi unit sp d by
the WHO, to promote international ex-
change of medical and scientific knowl-
edge. The IRO is taking over the prob-
lem of refugees and displaced persons.
About 900,000 persons are awaiting care
and maintenance by the IRO. The ICEF
will take care of about 20 million suf-
fering children and mothers in both
Europe and Asia. This agency will send

Until the close of its,

immediate aid to the eleven countries
which suffered the most during the last
war: Albania, Austria, China, Czechos-
lovakia, Finland, France, Greece, Hun-
gary, Italy, Poland, and Yugoslavia.

International Protection of
Human Rights Advanced

. After two months of deliberation, the
Drafting Committee of the Human
Rights Commission succeeded in draft-
ing significant articles for the advance-
ment of the international protection of
human rights. The articles are divided
into two drafts, and they will be pre-
sented to the Human Rights Commission
of the Economic and Social Council of
the United Nations for consideration.
One of the drafts contains suggested
articles for incorporation in an inter-
national Declaration of human rights.
The other contains articles to be in-
cluded in a Convention on human
rights.
What is the difference between a
Conventlon and a Declaration? A De-
tion is a stat t of ultimate
goals to be achieved and a stat t
of broad general principles. It would
have moral value, but would not be
legally binding. A Convention, on the
other hand, is phrased more specifically
and gives the delimitation of the human
rights. An international Convention is
a treaty. After its approval by the
General Assembly, it would be sent to
the Member States for their individual
ratification. When ratified, it becomes
morally and legally binding, but only
among the states which have ratified it.
Many authorities feel that both the
Declaration and the Conventlon are
1 tary and indisp
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Tangible Evidence of

International Cooperation

One unheralded contribution to inter-
national cooperation of a specialized
agency of the United Nations is the
recent manual issued by the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO). The information contained in
the manual covers valuable data on the
facilities for navigation, communication,
search and rescue, and meteorological
services in the North Atlantic area. It
also gives the details of the characteris-
tics of land and water airports opened
to international traffic throughout the
area, The description of the airports
is especially intended for foreign airmen
to enable them to fly with safety over
unfamiliar territory.

Study Helps

1. Why is the issuance of the manual
significant in international cooperation?

2. Do you think that similar manuals
for the other navigable areas of the
world should be prepared?

3. What is the significance of the
work done by the ICAO to the. Philip-
pine Air Lines (PAL)?

4. Can you think of possible reasons
why Russia refused to join the ICAO?

Secretary-General’s Report

The Annual Report of the Secretary-
General on the work of the United Na-
tions was recently made public. The
report summarizes the substantia! prog-
ress achieved during the past year. It
comments on the growing tendency, on
the part of Governments, to rely “on
the processes of international organiza-
tions for the exploration and solution of
problems of common concern.” The re-
port points out, however, that the world
political situation has not improved, that
the main peace treaties are still un-
drafted and unsigned and that disagree-
ments between the powers has, in a
number of cases, delayed or frustrated
the carrying out of decisions.

Study Helps

1. Why has there been no progress
made in the drafting of peace treaties?
Recall some articles you have read in
the previous four issues of ihe Current
Events Review and give your reasons.

2. What examples or evidences could
you give to show that there is a tendency
for nations to rely on international or-
ganizations for the solution of their
common problems?

Significant Conclusion of the
Draft Charter of the ITO

Sometime this month the Conference
on Trade and Employment of Havana,
Cuba, will consider the Draft Charter
prepared by the Preparatory Committee
of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Employment for the Inter-

tional Trade Organizati The draft
charter contains provisions on purposes
and objectives, employment and econom-
ic activity, economiec development, com-
mercial policy, restrictive business prac-
tices, inter-governmental commodity
agreements, the structure of the inter-
national trade organization, settlement
of differences, and interpretations of
the general provisions.

One of the most significant features
of the draft charter is the conclusion
that world trade expansion depends
upon, not only on the elimination of
barriers erected either by governments
or private interests, but equally upon
the maintenance of high and stable
levels of employment and production
and upon the economic development of
all countries, particularly those that, as
vet, are relatively undeveloped.

Study Helps

1. One of the objectives for the forma-
tion of the International Trade Organ-
ization is to promot¢ peace through
economic cooperation. Do you think that
this organization will help much in pro-
moting peace? Why?
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2. Trade barriers, like high tariff, can
destroy the peace of the world How
do trade barriers work against world
peace?

3. Do you believe in the conclusion
given above on world trade expansion?
Cite an example to prove that the con-
clusion is true.

U.N. Body Defines Arms

Jurisdiction

A committee of the UN Commission
for Conventional Armaments adopted an
amended U.S. resolution defining the
armaments falling within the scope of
the conventional armaments body as
distinguished from armaments under
the jurisdiction of the earlier-established
UN Atomic Energy Commission

The resolution was adopted by a 7-2
vote, with the Soviet Union and Poland

pposing and two bers abstaining.

The resolution places all present and
future weapons of mass destruction
within the province of the Atomic
Energy Commission. The definition of
weapons of mass destruction includes
the atomic bombs, the radioactive mat-
erial’ weapons, the lethal chemical and
biological weapons, and any other un-
known weapon that may have destruc-
tive potential comparable to that of the
atomic bomb. All other weapons fall
within the jurisdiction of the conven-
tional armaments commission.

The works of both the Conventional
Armaments Commission and the Atomic
Energy Commission are subject to re-
view by the Security Council.

Study Helps
1. Why is it important to define spe-
cifically the jurisdiction of the Atomic
Energy Commission and the Conven-
tional Armaments Commission ?
2. Look over the list of weapons as-

How is the New Japan . . .
(Continued from page 139)

him a mere figurehead. But the people
continue to revere him. Do you think
the emperor is an indispensable force
in the making of a democratic Japan?
Why?

10. What is the significance of Jap-
an’s renunciation of war?

11. The World Report states that few
Japanese people understand the rights
accorded by the new constitution. What
could be done to make the Japanese un-
derstand their newly acquired rights?

12. An article in the Foreign Policy
Report states that a new type of leader-
ship must be developed before the nmew
constitution could'succeed. Is the state-
ment true? Why?

References

1. Text of the new Japanese Con-
stitution.

2. Occupation of Japan: Policy and
Progress, the Department of State,
Publication 2671, Far Eastern Series
17, pp. 117-135.

3. Rosinger, Lawrence K, — “The
Occupation of Japan,” Foreign Policy
Reports, Vol. XXIII, No. 5 (May 15,
1947) pp. 55-56; p. 60.

4. “The New Japan: Framework
for Democratic Government,” Tips, Vol.
3, No. 3 (May 26, 1947) pp. 22-24.

5. Maki, John M.—“Japan: Politi-
cal Reconstruction,” Far Eastern Survey,
Vol. XVI, No. 7 (April 9, 1947) pp.
73-77.

6. Baldwin, Roger N. — “New Lib-
erties in Old Japan,” Survey Graphic,
Vol. XXXVI, No. 8 (August, 1947) pp.
421-425.

7. Allen, Lafe, Franklin. — “Jap-
an’s New Diet,” Current History, Vol.
13, No. 72 (August, 1947) pp. 96-99.

signed to the Atomic Energy C -
sion. What do you think is the reason
for placing these weapons ander the
Atomic Energy Commission?

3. Can you give reasons why Russia
and Poland opposed the United States
resolution?
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Science Marches On--

Ten War-Inspired Advances in
Medicine and Surgery

Ten most important advances in me-
dicine and surgery during World War II
were listed in theAmerican Weekly by
Norman T. Kirk, war-time surgeon gen-
eral, Medical Corps, United States Army.
These 10 developments, according to
Kirk, contributed to the low incidence
of disease and success in saving life and
restoring health. They were:

1. Advance in preventive medicine—
Among immunizing agents, tet to-
xoid was listed as the most spectacular
because it provides lasting immunity.
Next to the toxoid in importance is the
DDT (dichloro-diphenyl-trichloroethane)
which effectively kills all kinds of dis-
ease-carrying insects.

2. Advance in surgery—In the surgery
of the nerves, a new substaiice, known
as fantalum has been discovered and
successfully used for the first time as
wire and foil in the repair of nerve in-
juries and as plates for repairing skull
defects. With the use of this material,
much additional knowledge has been
gained in the surgical treaument of
severed nerves. In plastic surgery, great
advances have been made. The modern
methods could restore the usefulness of
scarred and injured hands and in addi-
tion makes possible better cosmetic and
functional results.

3. Developments in the use of blood,

blood plasma, and blood derivatives.
4. Aviation medical researcn.

5. Knowledge of the use and limita-
tions of chemotherapeutic agents such
as sulf ides and anti-malarial drugs.
Chemotherapeutic agents are drugs
used in the treatment of many diseases

and in the prevention and cure of sur-
gical infections.

6. Development and use of antibio-
tics, such as penicillin and streptomycin.

7. Amputee program—Research has
produced marked impr t in de-
vices for the replacement of missing
limbs.

8. Care of paraplegic patient.
9. Care of the blinded.

10. Artificial plastic. eye.—Before the
war, only glass artificial eyes were
available. Artificial plastic eye has in
many ways been found more satisfac-
tory.

Eye Clinic Straightens Crossed
Eyes

The eye clinic of the general hospital
in Louisville straightens the cross-eyes
of hundreds of children each year. Doc-
tors have found new excellent ways of
correcting cross-eyes.

Doctors at the eye clinic maintain that
all the trouble, heartache and delin-
quency among cross-eyed children can
be prevented, if their eyes are straight-
ened during infancy. The best age for
beginning treatment is six months. Most
cross-eyes are due to the pulling of cer-
tain eye-muscles out of line at birth. If
a cross-eye is not corrected early, the
double vision caused by the crossed eye
and the straight eye makes tke child
unconsciously stop using the cross-eye.
If this condition continues beyond the
age of seven, the cross-eye ultimately
becomes blind from disuse.

If the child is brought to the clinic
before he is seven, his sight can be
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restored and the cross-eye straightened.
First, the eyes are tested and the

of deviati ed. Doctors
measure the deviation by holding light
before the eyes. The light is reflected
in the center of the good eye and-re-
flects off-center in the bad eye accord-
ing to the amount of deviation. The
child is then fitted with glasses that
correct his vision, help relax the in-
jured muscles and take the strzin off
the one good eye.

The almost paralyzed muscles of the
cross-eye are straightened with exer-
cises. Exercises are given with prisms
which force the child to pull his eye in-
ward to see correctly. The strength of
the prisms used is gradually increased
until the muscles become strong and the
eye’s vision normal.

Sodium Fluoride Prevents

Tooth Decay

The use of sodium fluoride to orevent
the recurrence of tooth decay was re-
viewed at the recent dental convention
in the United States. A series of tests
in which the compound was sealed in
more than 600 cavities with no ill- ef-
fects- were shown. The tes's showed
that the hardening of the dentine arrests
decay.

Experiment on Peanuts

Peanut curing studies by acientists at
the ‘Georgia experiment station have re-
vealed that peanuts need not be cured
on the vine, The digcovery is important
to the peanut growers because harvest-
ing; curing, and picking -of peanuts by
the old method require a large amount
of hard labor. The new method, which
includes the removal of the tops before
digging the plants, has been found fo
increase the yield and improve its qual-
ity.

Tests on Lightnings

In a chamber on top of the Empire
State Building in New York, tests in-
tended to discover ‘the true nature of
lightning are being carried out by the
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General Electric Company. The building
is ideal for such tests since the top of
the Empire State Building is the only
place in the world where there is thun-
derless lightning. It has been discovered
that the lightning produced by the elec-
tricity from the earth striking the clouds
is silent, and that lightning produced by
electricity from clouds striking the earth
produces thunder. It is hoped that on
the basis of these tests, new equipment
for protection against lightning can be
designed.

Brain Operation Cures Pain in
Ampuitated Leg
A successful operation in the brains
wlhiich relieves the sharp pain suffered
by the patient after the amputation of
the leg has been reported by the Journal
of the American Medical Association
The operation opens the cranium and
locates a point on the brain which, if
stimulated electrically, produces reaction
in the leg. The incision is made in the
cortex. Pain in the phantom leg disap-
pears immediately after the incision is
made. Partial paralysis and minor con-
vulsions take place during the first two
weeks, but pain ‘does not recur anymore.
Gradually the paralysis and the conwvul-
sions disappear, too, and the patient is
totally relieved of the pain which, other-
wise, may linger for a long time.
—Special releases of the United
States Information Service.
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BUREAU OF EIAXIXXR)

November 14, 1947

n
The Publisher 209°
Ating Fila
533 P, Paterno, Quiapo
Manila
Dear Sir:

I wish to inform you that the magazine Ating Wika has
been approved for general reading in the elementary grades of
the public schools. Attention is invited to a 1lst indorsement,
herein inclosed, of the Institute of National Language dated
November 1, 1947,

Very respectfully,

TEBAN R, A
Dirgétor of Public Schoola

Incl.t As stated
D18011



Republic of the Philippines
Department of Instruction
OFFICE OF PRIVATE EDUCATION
Manila

September 17, 1947

The Manila Educational Enterprises Inc.
538 P. Paterno, Quiapo
Manila

Gentlemen:

| wish to thank you for sending me a complimentary
copy of your magazine “Afing Wika." After going over the
magazine, this Office finds it suitable for general reading
in the teaching of the National Language in the elementary
grades. As soon as our library lists are issued in bulletin
form, this magazine will be included.

Very respectfully,
{Sgd.) MANUEL L. CARREON

Director of Private Education

1329
S/18
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Subscribe to
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