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Growing Upland Rice
in Western Negros
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* Described by Vicente V. Gamboa
in The Sugar Cane Planter.
Methods of cultivation are thorough

Two practices prevail in Occidental Negros in the cultiva-
tion of upland rice; one, by administration, the other the
well-known sharc-cropping system. I shall say nothing of
the administration system. Under it, as everyone knows,
the planter gets the whole crop except he be leasing the land;
if he leases the land, the owner reccives a percentage of
the erop, and just what this percentage should be has not
been determined in the ceatral and noithern part of Occi-
dental Negros to which my observations are limited.

Under the share system the procedure is as follows:

The landlord prepares the ficlds very carefully, plowing
them two to three times, usually with gang-disc plows, and
harrowing them an equal number of times, pre-
ferably with a disc harrow, The soil being thus
thoroughly prepared, the share-cropper sceds it
with seed provided by the landlord, 10 to 12
gantas to the hectare; the cropper plows out the
rows and plants them, and takes all care of the
crop until it has matured. This is all at the crop-
per’s expense; the landlord furnishes the fertilizer,
but the cropper applies it.

Harvesters arc cxtra help, paid a portion of the
crop. Less this pay in kind, it is the obligation
of the eropper to warchouse all the rice cut in
any one day. The day following, this rice is
threshed. Iu this province, threshing is done by
trampling; the crews that do this usually receive
1 cavaa out of. 15 of the threshed rvice.

‘When the rice is threshed and the portion of the threshers
is taken out, the rice is usually divided immediately between
the landlord and the cropper—two thirds to the laadlord and
one third to the cropper. Impartial observations during
four years have demonstrated that this division of the crop
is eminently equitable, as will be seen in the following table
based on production of 50 cavans of unhulled rice per hectare:

Planter: Cost of Preparation
Two plowings with tractor £16.00
Two harrowiugs. . 4.00
Seed.................. . 0.40

Our Plight . . .
(Continued from page 11)

Denmark, who has had to change her modus vivendi completely
since 1870, puts a new feather in her cap when she reclothes

3% of her area with forest, to make a total of 9%,

Thea the comparative productivity of forests, Why, the
very minor products of ours would, if exploited, retura more
by themselves'than all that may be gathered from a northern
forest anywhere. In short, the more our actual lot is com-
pared with that of other mea in other climes, what may come
upon us in 1938 or 1939, or eight ycars hence when the Com-
monwealth ends, seems entirely within the bounds of human
cndurance. Not that what is wrong and harmful should
not be vigorously opposed, ounly that despair should not
be countenanced. America will not see the Islands go under,
the new High Commissioner says; and adds, cconomic inde-
pendence first. This is something very different from, and
infinitely better than, most of the proximate political horizons
throughout the world.

Let us stop now. To go farther would make us fecl abso-
lutely smug.

Fertilizer. . ... ... .. ... ... ... .. ... 25.00
Total, per hectare.. .................. .. P45.40
Two thirds of 50 cavans (33 cavaos and 8-1/2
gaatas) at P2.50 per cavan L. P83.35
Less planters’ expenses, above............... 45.40
Gaill oo P37.95
Cropper: Cost of Seeding and Cultivating
Sceding. . .. . P 220
Weeding, ctc.. o . 6.00
Applying fertilizer. . . 2.00
Cultivating, onc time. . 2.40
Trausportation. ... ... ........... 0.10
Total....................... P12.70
One third of 50 cavans (16 cavaas and
16-1/2 gantas) at P2.50 per cavan P41.65
Less expenses, above............. 12.70
Cropper’s gaia. .................. P28.95

The laadlord’s gain of P8 more than the crop-
per in cvery 50 cavans, taken as the harvest to
be divided between them from each hectare after
harvesters and threshers are paid, is justified, we
thiak, by the greater capital the landlord risks and the g[l:eater
loss he suffers whee bad scasons affect the harvest. To the
cnd that the yield respound to the effort exerted by the planter,
whether lessee or owner, iu the preparation of the soil, it is al-
ways stipulated that the cultivation, and the quantity of fer-
tilizer and manner of its application, be under the direction and
supervision of the planter. ) . .

The divers varieties of upland rice grown in Occidental Ne-
gros are of the first quality; very white, aromatic, and five-
tasting. They are popularly called bisqya. Being iu demand,
the price varics from P3.50 to P4.50 for the cavan of 44 ki-
lograms, though as yet there is no gencral market for their sale
to the public and sales are made among the rich families.

Sixty-two Oldtime . . .
(Continued from page 9)
pino pension and keeps paying on this account, mainly in the
Philippines, more than $2,000,000 a year:

Filipino Scouts, retired A $900,000
Naval Personnel, Filipino, retired. . .. 587,958
Other enlisted Filipinos, U, 8. N., retired in

Hawaii and the United States . 100,000
Filipinos retired from the U. 8. civil servic 550,000
Total peryearfrom U, 8. Treasury to Filipinos ~ $2,137,958

So far as is known, the United States has never moved to
evade these contractual obligations on aay growads what-
ever. She keeps paying them as a matter of course, and
does not even move to pay them out of any taxes collected
in the United States on Philippine products sold and tax-
able there; on the contrary, she keeps remitting these coilec-
tioas to the Philippine treasury, including the excise collec-
tions on Philippinc cigars sold in the Uwmted %ntes—whnch
in a single year arc scveral times the $65,000 the Common-
wealth would aced yearly to keep the American teachers’
pensions undisturbed.



