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to Mr. Tang Tack, Secretary General of the Federation of
Chinese Chambers of Commerce in the Philippines, who
spcke on “Rice, and the Chinese."”” In the course of his
remarks, Mr. Tang mentioned that in 1954 there were 141
licensed warehouses with a storage capacity of 758,000
sacks, of which 90 were owned by Filipinos and 51 by
Chinese (the former's capacity being 400,000 sacks, the
latter’s, 350,000). He mentioned further a report of the
Central Bank which indicated that the production of
palay for the year 1953 had been 11% over 1952 and 29%
over 1937, and he asked, “Why the rice crisis?”’ To the
Chinese, he said, the problem is one of distribution, not
production, to which many observers would agree. No
one at the meeting, including representatives of the Na-
tional Rice Producers Association, the Filipino Emancipa-
tion Movement, the Philippine Economic Independence
Movement, the Philippine Nationalization Movement, and
others, challenged the figures of Mr. Tang, although Di-
rector Chioco of the NARIC indicated his scepticism to-
ward all statistics, public and private, with the exception,
of course, of those of the NARIC. It is to be regretted,
however, that Mr. Tang was not familiar with the Chinese
participation in the rice industry, and was unable to answer
any of the three following questions: How many Chinese
rice dealers are there in the Philippines? How much rice
is handled each month in Manila by Chinese dealers (whole-
sale and retail)? What is the actual extent of the Chinese
participation in the rice market in Manila? Had these
questions been answered, and were they answered at any
time, a great deal of the fog clouding this issue might be
cleared away.

AVERAGE prices for the month were:

Macan, 1st class: P22.75. Macan, 2nd class: absent
from market. Macan, new crop {Cotabato): ¥22.50.
Thai, 1st class: ¥$20.00. Thai, 2nd class, absent from
market. Wagwag, 1st class: P26.50. Wagwag, 2nd class:
$25.25. Wagwag, Cotabato:P 23.90. Wagwag, Davao:
$22.65. Elonelon, new, Cotabato: P$22,90. Palay, or-
dinario: P10.62 (44 kilos—all the rest, 56 kilos).

Imports

By 5. SCHMELKES
Mercantile, Inc.

LL fgures are in kilos with the exception of those for
foodstuffs which are given in package units.

Commodities: September Seplember
1954 1953
Automotive (Total). . .. ... ... ... ... 2,386,649 1,436,807
Automobiles... .. 198,540 268,968
Auto Parts. . .. .. .. 102.234 377,654
Bicycles. . ... ........ .. 243 2,836
Trucks. . ....... 60,957 128,872
Truck Chassis. .. .... ... 649,315 434,217
Trucl: Parts. . .. . 281,993 24,076
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Building Materials (Total)............... 13,938,485 4,291,078
Board, Fiber.............. ... ....... 48,521 —
Cement. R R R T T I 12,302,633 173,078
Glass, Window. . . .. e 535,423 1.016,804
Grpsum. ..o 512,800 —
G Chemicals (Total)....... .. .............. 6,910,234 5,972,576
CoausticSoda. . ....._................. 1,177,023 743,491
Explosives {Total}. . ............. .. .... 63,045 —_
Firzarms (Total). .. .. .......... ... ..... 5,560 6,639
Ammunition.. ................. .. ..... 5,356 6,426
Hardware (Total}....................... 5,286,104 3,344,132
Housshold {Total). .. ................... 752,430 1,019,011
Machinery (Total)................. ..... 1,888,715 1,770,988
Mctals (Totalle. .. oov o 10,587,140 5,411,065
Petroleum Produets (Total)}. ............. 69,736,285 70,097,559
Radios (Total)............coviiiiinna.. 33,292 25,363
Rubber Goods (Total)................... 692,371 988,640
. . _—_—
, Beverages, Misc. Alecholic. ........... ... 5,536 2,845
Foodstufis, Total Kilos. ................. 28,799,148 27,100,472
Foodstuffs, Fresh (Total). . ........... ... 125,629 111,469
. ) . . APDIES ... et 18,420 12,319
Marine Construction and Repairs, OFanges. - .o oo 9,505 15.888
: ORIONS. . -+ oo oo 47,459 23,285
I, . A . . - e Potatoes. .. .........c.oviiiiinnnnnn. 3,530 18,770
bdl\’dgt Contractor Sy nghl(’l S, Foodstuffs, Dry Packaged (Total).... ... .. 31,462 14,501
an Foodstuffs, Cenned (Total ............... 439,996 395,340
lowboals, Waterboals, SATINCS . v e ove st 27,153 11,639
Milk, g\aporated ..................... 154,833 144,047
A Al e o Milk, Condensed ... .. ................. 23,478 40,488
t"hll-"‘--l'ﬂll‘"‘«l s and Foodstuffs, Bulk (Total)... .........0.... 623,064 550,378
Rice.. o —_ —_
I'rovisioners. Wheat FIOUE. . o v oe o et eiee e eeerns 590,161 519,822
; Foodstuffs, Preserved (Total),............ 396 5,824
Bottling, Misc. (Total). . ................ 408,671 58,130
8 Cleansing and Laundry (Total}........... 63,760 30,724
Entertainment Equipment (Total). ....... 677 343
Livestock-bulbs-secds (Total)............. 268,398 114,320
. Medical {Total)...............coovoa. .. 748,377 287,886
P. (. Box 582 Cable Address: Musical (1otal)........ g g1.319 72.224
s N TR - A I Office Equipment (Total}. ............... 160,02 46,629
Manila, Philippines LUSTEVECO Office Supplies (Total). .................. 38,468 41,009
Paper (Total). . ...t 5,226,724 6,864,405
Photographuc {Total). . .................. 35,934 58,878
Raw Matenals (Total).. ................. 353,645 628,329
Sporting Goods (Total). . ..............., 8,027 20,502
Stationery (Total) . ... ...l ot 138,641 170,098
. . Tohacco (lotal). ....................... 217,379 931,414
C a t e r l l l a r Chucheria (Total)..............co .. 76,137 55,501
Clothing Apparel (Total). . . ............. 375,290 600,212
Registered Trodemark Cosmetics (Total)....................... 16,207 30,945
Fabries (Total) . ........................ 224,397 971,502
J Jewelry (Total)......................... 33 21
D 0 E S I TS ks H A R E ! Leather (lotal)......................... 159,003 229,863
Textiles (Total)... ... ................... 4,250,838 2,908,201
Twine (Total)............c.ivieuiin... 122,520 80,508
Toys{Total}, . ........0omivien oo 92,178 22,111
DIESEL ENGINES . TRACTORS General Merchandise \Total)( ............ 1.;32.285 ?gﬁ?‘l
. Non-Commercial Shipments Total) s 610 132
MOTOR GRADERS EARTHMOVING EQUIPMENT Advertising Mateniais, Ete. (Total).. .. 190,714 13,953
Staunchly dependable, yellow-painted Food Products
CATERPILLAR Machines do a full share . .. in By C. G. HerDMAN
agriculture, logging, mining, road-building! All Vice-President, Marsman & Company, Inc.
over the Islands, CATERPILLAR Machines set HE most important event locally concerning food pro-
standards of achiovement 0 as to hasten ducts during the month just terminated was the im-
standards of acfievement ... 50 a5 10 haste plementation on October 21 by President Magsaysay
progress, make possible prosperity and give of the act of Congress eliminating the 17% exchange tax
tangible substance to the inspiration of new on wheat flour imports.
leadership.
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