”%%/Eﬂifz}ezzfs

Newsmagazine published for high school students devoted to the selection, organ-
ization, presentation, and review of current news for lessons in current events.

(Approved for general reading by the Department of Instruction)

(Recommended for use in all Catholic schools by the CEAP)

—

(Approved for use as Reference Material by the Oifice of Private Education)

@® Why is Geopolitics a Cau
of World Conflicts?

@ Why Must Italy be Saveds '
by the Democracies?

@® What has the Generﬁl Assembly;' com-
phshed 1n Its Second Sessmn‘? LA

o What/fre Weaknesses e -
o%he “United Nailéns" 4

. at isthe Future of the Umted Nations?

@® How has Burmﬁ"’Succeeded in Her
Strugg i()/r Freedom?.

" Vol. III, No. 7 January, 1948 30 centavos




ExCELLENT

IS HEN you read the CURRENT
EVENTS REVIEW you will un-

OUR derstand world developments because
it presents and analyzes news and their

significance. The magazine completes

R AT'NG and makes up-to-date the study of his-

tory and other social science subjects.-

The Director of the United States Information Service
rates the CURRENT EVENTS REVIEW as an
EXCELLENT publication.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Office of International Information
and Cultural Affairs

December 24, 1946

Mr. D. R. Manlapaz, Publisher
Current Events Review
123-1256 Reten

Sampaloc, Manila

Dear Mr. Manlapaz:

I have just seen for the first time a copy of your “Current
Events Review” for high school students. This seems to me
an excellent publication for keeping your schools informed of
world developments.

We have now put your publication in our regular release
list. I should be glad to furnish any other cooperation that
we possibly can in providing your readers with information
Please feel free to call upon us at anytime.

Sincerely yours,
(Sgd.) Catherine Porter
Director, USIS

CP: jm
Enel.



CURRENT EVENTS REVIEW

A ine that completes and makes up-to-date the study of history and
other social science subjects.

In this issue— Page
Why is Geopolitics a Cause of World Conflicts? .............. 194
Why Must Italy be Saved by the Democracies? .............. 198

What has the General Assembly Accomplished in Its Second

Se88I0NT .. e 201
What are the Weaknesses of the United Nations? ............ 205
What is the Future of the United Nations? .................. 209
How has Burma Succeeded in Her Struggles for Freedom? .... 211
The Philippines and the World .............................. 215
Significant World News Roundup ...............cooviiunann 217

Science Marches On

Published monthly except May and June
by
MANLAPAZ PUBLISHING CO.
123-125 Reten, Sampaloc, Man_ila

Subscription: P3.00 a year, P1.50 a semester, 30 centavos per copy.

When changing address give old as well as new address. Address all communi-
cations to the Current Events Review. Copyright, 1948 by D. R. Manlapaz and
D. G. Capino. All rights reserved. Entered as second-class mail matter January
9, 1947 at the Manila post-office.

DIOSDADO G. CAPINO POLICARPIO G. DANGALIO
Editor DOMINGO C. SERION
D. R. MANLAPAZ Researchers
Publisher
NICOLAS ONGKINGKO VENANCIO NEBRIDA

Circulation Manager Circulation Representative



Why is there a struggle for the world?

Why is Geopolitics

a Cause of World Conflicts ?

Specific objectives:

1. Tb understand the science of geo-
politics

2. To understand why geopolitics is
the main cause of world conflicts

3. To appreciate the significance of
geopolitics

Two years and a half have passed since
liberation, and still the main peace prob-
lems of the world remain unsettled.
The peacemakers of the world are do-
ing everything to settle these problems,
but there are numerous factors that
prevent them from putting into effect
the immediate solutions to these prob-
lems. One of these factors is the geo-
politics. What is geopolitics? How
may it work against the peace of the
world? Why is it the main cause of
world conflicts ?

W hat is meant by geopolitics?

As a science, geopolitics is a com-
bined and coordinated study of geogra-
phy, history, and politics; but as a prac-
tice it is an application of these studies
for selfish advantage. The studies are
made use of by a nation to explain and
predict the behavior of other nations
within their boundaries and towards
other nations so that such nation might
control or take advantage of those na-
tions. By science we mean a systema-
tically organized body of knowledge
based on universal principles or laws.
In this sense, geopolitics is not an exact
science because it deals mainly with
people and their institutions. “The me-
rit of this science lies in the answer
which it can give in support of proofs

proved by history in a high percentage
of cases.”

Who is the father
of geopolitics?

An Englishman, Sir Harford Mackin-
der, was the first to present the theo-
ry that a nation which dominates a cer-
tain land mass, lying partly in Europe
and partly in Asia, ‘would be able to
control the whole world. In a map
drawn by him in 1904 -Mackinder pic-
tured the world as a body of water sur-
rounded by several land masses. One
land mass is made up of Asia, Africa,
and Europe. This is called World Is-
land. The other smaller land masses
are made up of North and South Amer-
ica and Australia. According to Mac-
kinder, within the .World Island there
is a vast area. This he called Heart-
land. In the light of this picture, he
made a warning as follows:

(1) Whoever rules East Europe com-
mands the Heartland.

(2) Whoever rules the Heartland
commands the World Island.

(3) Whoever rules the World Island
commands the world.

What are the factors involved in
the study of geopolitics?

There are six factors that affect the
behavior of a nation: (1) size and shape
of the country; (2) location of the coun-
try; (3) climate of the country; (4)
people of a country; (5) natural re-
sources and industry of a country; and
(6) political and social make-up. These
factors determine whether or not a na-
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tion is a world power and what its fu-
ture actions are likely to be.

How does size and shape of a
country affect its importance
in the world?

The last World War has shown us
several good examples of how the size
and shape of a country determine its
place in the world. Russia is a large
country. The Russian army was able
to withdraw successfully from the of-
fensives of the German army because
of the vastness of Russian territory.
She was able to trade space for time.
A contrast to Russia is Holland. Being
a small country, Holland failed to ward
off the invasion of Germany in spite of
the undaunted courage of her people.

How does the location of a
country influence its
role in the world?

The geography of a country has a
great deal to do with its character.
Because of her geographical condition,
the United States needs a two-ocean
navy to defend itself. Likewise, Eng-
land being a small island country needs
a powerful navy to defend itself. An
island country needs a navy to be pow-
erful. Conversely, a country that has
no access to the sea has no need of a
navy. The nature of the nearness of a
country to its neighbors also influences
its character. The nearness of Man-
churia to Russia and Japan, for example,
has been the cause of continual con-
flict between Russia and Japan. So is
Poland, because it is situated between
two powerful nations—Russia and Ger-
many. Poland was the battle ground
in the last world war. For similar rea-
son Russia successfully fought to bring
Poland within the “Iron Curtain” as a
precaution for an attack from the
“West”.

How does climate affect the

character of a nation?

Climate often limits the activities of
a people. The polar regions are unde-
veloped because of intense cold.  Si-
milarly, the activities of the peoples
in the equatorial regions are slow and
restricted because of extreme heat. In
temperate countries, the climate is fa-
vorable to unlimited and strenuous ac-
tivities. Geography shows that power-
ful countries are found in temperate
regions.

How do the people influence
the character of a nation?

The manpower for war or peace is
supplied by the people. It is the people
that grow the food, work the factories,
and man the guns. Shortage of labor
hinders the economic progress of a na-
tion. Marshall Petain attributed the de-
feat of France in World War II to the
relative smallness of French population.
Opposite to this is the overpopulation
of Japan, which was the main factor
in her conquest of Manchuria.

How do the nation’s natural
resources and industries
affect its influence
in the world?

Natural resources are important both
in war and in peace. Japan fought to
get the raw materials of Manchuria;
Italy, to get the raw materials of Ethio-
pia; and Germany, to get the raw ma-
terials of Austria. The need for the
raw materials was one of the principal
reasons for the Japanese, Italian, and
German imperialistic activities.

The development of Japanese indus-
tries made her one of the big powers.
Similarly, Germany’s synthetic indus-
tries contributed much to. her strength
in World War II. But most apparent
of all was the .superiority of Amerjca
in industries and resources, which was
mainly responsible for the victory of
the Allies.
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How do political ideologies and
social ideas make countries
different?

Geopoliticians spend time in the study
of the political ideologies and social
ideas of a people. They take much
pains in determining whether the people
like totalitarianism or d acy. They
also pay special attention to the poli-
tical principles of the national leaders.
What is the reason? An accurate
knowledge of the political ideals of the
leaders and the political leanings of
the people enables one to estimate the
character of a nation. A negative ex-
ample of this is the case of Germany.
Because of the Allies’ inaccurate knowl-
edge of the political and social ideals
of the German people and their leaders,
Germany was forcibly made a democra-
cy. But Germany having had no train-
ing in democracy and having different
political and social backgrounds and
leanings finally became a dictatorship.

What are the applications of
geopolitical studies?

The study of geopolitics is directed
towards certain important conclusions.
1t is intended to determine (1) the pow-
er of a nation and (2) its weaknesses.
The conclusions derived from such study
may greatly influence the behavior of a
nation possessed of such knowledge. Ex-
Major General Karl Haushofer, founder
of the Institute of Geopolitics in Munich,
Germany, for example, influenced Adolf
Hitler. In his book Mein Kampf (My
Struggles) Hitler based his policies on
Haushofer’s geopolitical conclusions.
Hitler wrote: “Germany will be either
a World Power, or will not be at all.
To be a World Power, however, it re-
quires that size which nowadays gives
its necessary importance to such a pow-
er, and which gives life to its citizens.”
Geopolitics served Germany and Japan
in two ways: First, it provided valu-

able ideas for planning the master stra-
tegy for World War 1I and the plan of
both Germany and Japan was to con-
quer the world. Second geopolitics was
made use of by the German and Japan-
ese leaders for propaganda to win the
support of their peoples in a war of
aggression.

How is geopolitics related to the
peaceful settlement of world
problems?

Geopolitics makes use of the studies
in geography, politics, and history in
the interpretation of world conditions.
Such knowledge may be used for selfish
advantage. The big powers today, how-
ever, realize the need of global peace.
They have seen that a nation acting
for its own selfish interest necessarily
harms other nations. In the light of
this fact, they have concluded that col-
lective action is necessary to prevent
a nation from breaking the peace of
the world. Our present geopoliticians
today believe that intgrnational coopera-
tion is fundamental in the preservation
of peace. This is the very purpose of
the United Nations. And time alone
could tell how far the United Nations
would succeed. in working out the true
formula for world peace in the light of
geopolitics.

W hat is the relation of Russian
geopolitics and world peace?

Russia became the strongest power
in Europe after World War II. Russia
now controls eight and a half million
square miles of territory or about one-
sixth of the world’s surface. Her size
and climate are generally favorable.
Soviet population is about 200 million.
One of every 11 of the population of
the world is a Russian citizen. Although
she has a large population, many Rus-
sians, however, are behind in initiative
and scientific know-how. Russia has
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many rich natural resources. She is
almost self-sufficient, except for natur-
al rubber. She has not made, however,
full use of her natural resources. One
major obstacle to her full economic
devel t is the ab. of individual
incentive. Under her economic system
there is no free enterprise. This is so,
because Russia is totalitarian, and un-
der such form of government the in-
terests of the individual are subordi-
nated to the interests of the state.. Na-
turally, there is no political freedom.
Socially, the economic system is con-
trolled by the government. All the
land and productive facilities are owned
by the government and are operated
under complete government control.

Soviet geopolitics presents the follow-
ing advantages: its huge area, its large
and growing population, its powerful
land armies, its active leadership of
world communism, and its aggressive
foreign policy. Against these, however,
are the following disadvantages: back-
ward and undeveloped industrial system,
shortage of skilled manpower, and lack
of consumer goods. Shortage in food,
consumer goods, and heavy industries
are potent factors that easily bring
about war weariness.

Two alternatives remain for Russia:
cooperation with the United Nations or
unilateral action in solving the problems
of the world. Russia’s recent actions
in the United Nations show that Russia
is not cooperating wholeheartedly with
the United Nations. She appears to
choose unilateral action for the solution
of world problems.

Geopolitics is a cause of
world conflicts

Russia’s desire for power, security,
and prestige is an important considera-
tion in the settlement of world peace.
Russia desires security. She fears in-
vasion from the “Western capitalistic

powers.” For this reason she has ab-
sorbed many countries in Eastern
Europe. Russia wants prestige to ge-
cover her lost prestige in World War II.
She has taken active leadership in the
revival of the Third International so as
to hasten the spread of world commun-
ism. Aecording to Soviet leaders “con-
flict is inevitable between Communism
and Capitalism.” This view necessarily
forces RusSia to take up the leadership
in the spread of communism for selfish
reason. Russia’s foreign policy, there-
fore, is a war against capitalism.

Exercises to Develop Thinking

1. Explain why knowledge of the
principles of geopolitics is important in
the understanding of world affairs. |

2. Discuss why the following state-
ment is true: “The true meaning of
events now taking shape in the world
will be more clear if certain geopolitic-
al faets are understood.”

Explain why the following are sore
spots in world politics:

a. Palestine e. Korea
b. Dardanelles f. Dairen
¢. Ruhr g. Greece
d. Trieste

3. Give other examples to show how
geopolitical facts influence world peace.

4. Do you believe that the Russian
policy of spreading Communism is re-
l,ated to geopolitics? Why?

5. Is the U. S. economic aid to
Greece and Turkey related to geopoli-
tics? Why?

6. How is the “rebirth” of the.Third
International related to geopolitics?

7. Is there truth in the Russian
charge that the Marshall Plan is an
example of American imperialism?
Why?

8. What geopolitical facts forced the
leaders of the world to build the United
Nations ?

(Please turn to page 204)
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is Italy worth saving?

Why Must Italy be Saved by the Democracies ?

Specific objectives:

1. To understand the nature and sig-
nificance of the present problems of
Italy.

2. To know the reasons why Italy
must be saved.

3. To appreciate the importance of
Ttaly in the democratic world.

One great question confronting the
democratic  countries today is: Will
Italy become a Communist nation? Will
the Italians succumb to the honeyed
promises of the Communists? Recent
events in Italy show that something
must be done to solve her problems.
What are these problems? Why must
Italy be saved? What is her future?

Italy and the Italians

Italy is a boot-shaped peninsula in
southern Europe. It extends from the
Alps nearly to the coast of Africa. It
is the most populous country in the
Mediterranean Sea. It covers an area
of 119,714 square miles and is inhabited
by more than 45,000,000 people. Be-
fore World War II Italy had an empire
consisting of Libya and Tripolitania in
northern Africa, some islands in the
Aegean Sea, populated by Greeks, and
Eritrea in East Africa and Somaliland.
In addition, Italy also occupied Ethiopia.

Italy has fertile valleys. Most of
these valleys are isolated. These val-
leys yield wheat, corn, grapes, oranges,
and dairy products. In addition to these
products, Italy produces plenty of silk
and wool. In fact, her textile industry

oil. Her only big mineral resources are
sulphur and mercury.

Democracy delayed in Italy

From the fall of the Roman empire
in 576 A. D. until 1870 Italy was a dis-
united country. In 1871, however,
through the efforts of Italian national-
ists,—Count Cavour and Garibaldi,—
Italy became a united nation. Demoera-
cy, which, then, was sweeping Europe,
was delayed in Italy because of poverty,
illiteracy, the long-continued conflict
between the Italian king and the Papa-
cy, and the strong oligarchy which ruth-
lessly stamped the rise of democracy.

After Italy had become united, she
gradually became a great country. She
enlarged her army and navy, and form-
ed alliances with Austria and Germany.
Her relation with the Church was im-
proved. Later, democratic social legisla-
tions were introduced, and by 1914 Italy
was already a democratic nation.

Italy became Fascist

Italy joined World War I on the side
of the Allies, and she emerged from
World War I as a victor. But the Ital-
ians were not given their proper share
of the spoils of the war. She was not
given the territories in the Balkans and
the Near East promised in the secret
treaty of London.

Italy faced numerous problems after
World War I — unemployment, large
debt, inflation, soaring prices, and dis-

is very important to her y. She

t; t arising from her failure

has, however, to import cotton, and she
is very deficient in mineral resources,
especially coal and iron. She has no

to secure the spoils of the war she ex-
pected. As the last resort in the solu-
tion of their numerous problems, the dis-
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contented veterans, the patriots, the un-
employed, the peasants, and the factory
workers joined the Fascist party found-
ed on March 23, 1919. The Fascists
considered themselves the saviors of
Italy. On the famous March to Rome
in October, 1922, Mussolini became dic-
tator of Italy. Italy became a Fascist
country. ' The triumph of Mussolini was
a severe blow to the democracies.

Italy became a republic

In the last World War, Italy was liber-
ated by the Allies on June 6, 1944. After
liberation, Italy was first governed by
the Allied Military Goverment of Occu-
pied Territory (AMGOT). Prince Um-
berto was made “Lieutenant-General of
the Realm.” In 1945 the government
was unsettled. The Cabinet was changed
many times and the members were
drawn from six parties. Later, a Con-
A bly was or d It
was d of 10 i

ve

Third, her imports are 50 per cent of
the 1938 figure. The value of the lira is
very much less than that of the French
franc. The prices of food have doubled.
According to latest reports, the daily
menu for the average Italian consists of
one half pound of bread, a sliver of
cheese, and according to the New York
Times, perhaps a vegetable and a bit of
oil. Her supply of dollars is dwindling.
Italy spends $40,000,000 a month for im-
ports of essential commodities from the
United States. Eighth, there are three
million unemployed Italians who are liv-
ing on Government handouts. Ninth, Ita-
ly is still suffering from the effects of
the Facists’ policies under Benito Musso-
lini. During the Fascist regime, Italy
failed to develop her resources fully
because much of her energy was spent
in developing the resources of the con-
quered colonies. And on top of all these
the peace treaty recently signed -by
Italy deprives her of her colonies which
were the sources of raw materials for

her industries. Italy must now build

On June 3, 1946, a national electi
was held. Twenty-four million men and
women went to the polls to vote on
whether they would like to retain the
monarchy or to have a republic. The
election showed that 12,672,000 were in
favor of the republic and 10,688,000
were in favor of the retention of the
monarchy. The decision at the polls
ended the 900 year old House of Savoy.
For the first time since Julius Caésar
crossed the Rubicon in 49 B. C., Italy
has again become a republic. King
Umberto II, the last Italian monarch,
went in exile.

What are the problems
of Italy today?

Italy now faces serious economic and
political problems. What are these
problems? First, her industrial pro-
duction is only 61 per cent of her pro-
duction in 1938. Second, her exports
are only 28 per cent of the 1938 figure.

her trade with the world to survive.

The tenth problem of Italy is politi-
cal. The economic problems of Italy
have their political significance. The
economic problems have brought about
the fall of seven Italian go,vemments.
The eighth government was recently
formed under Premier Alcide de Gas-
peri, head of the Christian Democratic
party. Gasperi believes that the gov-
ernment must include all important
parties so as to enable the government
to cope with Italy’s serious problems.
‘What does this situation show? “Italy’s
most serious problem,” wrote Ferdinand
A. Hermens in Which Road Italy? “then,
arises from the fact that political power
is divided between several parties in
such a manner that none of them has,
or ever will have, a majority either by
itself, or in combination with groups
sufficiently similar to itself, to make
a consistent policy possible.”

World Problem
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Will the Communists
control Italy?

The national elections held on June
2, 1946, showed that the Christian De-
mocrat, the Socialist, and the Communist
obtained the largest number of seats.

Party Votes Seats
Christian Democrats .. 8,083,208 .. 207
Socialist ............ 4,744.749 .. 115
Communist .......... 4,342,722 .. 104
National Democratic

Union ............ 1,559,417 .. 41
Uomo Qualunque .... 1,209,918 .. 30
Republican .......... 997,690 .. 23
National Freedom Bloc. 636,493 .. 16
‘Action Party ........ 333,758 .. 7

The gov at first included So-

cialists, Communists, and Christian De-
mocrats. The coalition Cabinet fared
well in 1946 and in the early part of
1947. In May, 1947, Premier Alcide
de Gasperi resigned b he believed
that a broader Italian cabinet was need-
ed to cope with the problems of Italy,
such as inflation, strikes, and food
shortage. The Communists failed to do
anything. De Gaspen was again given
a chance to form a cabinet. He warned
the Communists to cooperate in the so-
lution of Italy’s problems.

The Communist party in Italy is try-
ing very hard to strengthen itself. Ac-
cording to the latest report the mem-
bership of the party numbers 2,500,000
under the leadership of Moscow-trained
Palmiro Togliatti. The Communists in
Italy are demanding more food for work-
ers and more money for farm laborers.
The Communists are determined to get
into the government in order to control
it. To attain their end, they resort to
propaganda. They make the people be-
lieve that the troubles of Italy would end
only if the Italian people would forget
the ties with the. United States.
viously, this propaganda is intended to
prevent the operation of the Marshall
Plan.

Ob-.

In the elections held in the various
municipalities at the end of October,
1947, the Communist party received a
setback. It lost ground and prestige.
What were the reasons for this set-
back? First, there is popular disap-
proval of the strikes called by the Com-
munists. Second, the revival of the
Comintern showed the true color of the
Communists in Italy, The people real-
ized that the Italian Communists are
linked with the Russian Communists.
Third, the Italians fear the Yugoslavs.
The Italians want to get Trieste and the
Slavs also want to have it. It is feared
that the Comintern might finally domi-
nate Italy’s political life. Fourth, the
ppositi of the C ists to the
Marshall Plan is looked at by non-Red
Italians as a setback to Italy’s recovery.

What is the future of Italy?

The New York Times asked the ques-
tion: Will Italy become Communist?
The answer to this question was partly
revealed by the result of the last na-
tional election held on June 2, 1946, in
which the Communist party obtained
19% of the vote. Again, in the last
municipal election held in October, 1947,
the Communist party further lost
ground and prestige. The reason for
the decline of communism in Italy is
that “Italian temperament and Com-

are incompatible.” The d

to revive the Comintern creates a diffi-
cult position for the Italian Communists
because most Italians hate Communism.
At first, in the past the Communists
found many opportunities to make
friends with the Socialists; but the re-
cent announcement in Moscow that So-
cialists are the enemies of Communism,
made many of the Socialists turn about
face.

The Communists in Italy expect the
failure of the Marshall Plan. They ex-
pect Russia to offer plenty of wheat so
that more votes will go for the Com-

(Please turn to page 223)
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What has the General Assembly Accomplished
in Its Second Session ?

Specific objectives:

1. To appreciate the main accom-
plishments of the second regular session
of the General Assembly.

2. To understand the main features
of the second regular session.

3. To appreciate the efforts exerted
to solve the world’s pressing problems.

Once a year the General Assembly,
one of the six organs of the United
Nations holds a regular session to dis-
cuss the solution to the problems of the
world. All the 57 nations are repre-
sented in this body. Each nation has
one vote. The General Assembly is
mainly a political body. It can only
examine dangerous situations and make
T dations for the tion of
the wrong. Its recommendations, how-
ever, are the results of mature debates
and serious study. What are the im-
portant accomplishments of the General
Assembly? What are the main charac-
teristics of the work of the United Na-
tions ?
help solve the problems of the world?

Main features of the second
regular session

The first feature of the second regu-
lar session was the sharp clash between
the United States and Russia. As a re-
sult of this conflict, unlike the first
regular held in September, 1946,

How do the-leaders of the world

The second regular session was char-
acterized by a verbal duel or war of
words between the .chief delegates of
the United States and that of Russia.
Secretary Marshall bluntly accused Rus-
sia for delaying the solution of the
peace problems of the world. “The
abuse of the right of unanimity,” said
the Secretary, “has prevented the Se-
curity Council from fulfilling its true
functions.” Russia was  blamed for
failure to reach agreement on the solu-
tion of the guerrilla warfare in Greece
and on the solution of the Korean in-
dependence problem, for the refusal to
accept the majority decision on the con-
trol of atomic energy, for the misuse of
the veto power in the Security Council,
and for lack of wholehearted coopera-
tion. In return, Andrei Vyshinsky, First
Deputy Foreign Minister of Russia, bit-
terly attacked the United States in a
92-minute speech. Accusations were
hurled against the Truman Doctrine, the
Marshall Plan, American dollar im-
perialism, and “warmongering.”

The members of the United Nations
took sides as a result of the opening
speeches of Secretary Marshall and
Vyshinsky. Most of the members of
the United Nations sided with the
United States in many issues. Russia
was solidly supported by her “satellites.”

Another feature of the second regular
was the bold decisions taken by

the second regulat 70-day sessxon was
held in an atmosph of skepti

per correspondents who covered
the second regular session were of the
opinion that the General Assembly is
very slow in solving the peace of the
world.

the General Assembly. The General As-
sembly took a strong stand in the delib-
eration on the Greek Question, the Ko-
rean Question, the Veto problem, the
partition of Palestine, and the proposal
for the establishment of the Little As-
sembly.

World Affairs
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Problems discussed by the
General Assembly

It took the General Assembly one
week to agree on the agenda of the
session. During the debates on the
agenda, bitter words, accusations, and
blunt charges and counter charges were
heard. Originally there were 43 items
in the provisional agenda. After a week
of debate the items increased to 80.
The Assembly discussed the following:
the Palestine Question, the Veto Ques-
tion, the Little Assembly, .the Greek
Questlon, the Korean Independence, War
Mongering, the trusteeshi
Charter Day and United Natmns Peace
Day, reports of the various agencies of
the United Nations, the charter of hu-
man rights, relief needs, progressive
development of international law, the
convention on genocide (mass murder
of a race), the principles for the Nurn-
berg trial, crusade against world prosti-
tution, and the new resolution on the
Dutch-Indonesian War.

Important accomplishments of
the General Assembly

The General Assemly took bold deci-
sions in the Greek Question, Korean
Question, the establishment of the Little
Assembly, Veto Question, Palestine
Question, and War Mongering Accusa-
tions.

1. The Greek Questlon.—The Greek
Question r i
Russia had used her veto power to
block its solution. For several weeks
the Security Council tried to solve the
problem. The United States proposed
the creation of the Balkan Commission
to watch. border troubles in Greece. This
proposal was vetoed by Russia. The

tion was submitted for decision to
the G 1 A bly. On October 21,
1947, the Gerieral Assembly established
the Balkan Watch C by a vote
of 40 to 6, with 11 abstentions. Russia

and her satellites were bitterly defeat-
ed. ,Russia announced that she would
boycott the Commission.

2. The Korean Question.—Another
explosive question between the United
States and Russia is the problem of
Korean independence. For more than
two years the United States and Russia
had failed to arrive at a ‘concrete solu-
tion to the Korean problem. The Gen-
eral Assembly finally approved, by a
vote of 43 to 0, the creation of a Umted

Nati T

Korean Ind d

sion to supervise the holdmg of electxons
in Korea. The members of the Commis-
sion are the Philippines, Australia, Ca-
nada, China, El Salvador, France, India,
Syria, and South Ukraine. Russia an-
niounced that she would boycott the
Commission.

3. Little A bly—The
ment; of the Little Assembly was advo-
cated by Secretary Marshall. Its main
purpose is to sit and take up dangerous
situations while the General Assembly
is not in session. The real idea behind
this is to bring public opinion on the
Security Council when it misuses the
veto. Vyshinsky opposed the establish-
ment of the Little Assembly because
he said it would by-pass the Security
Council. The General Assembly, how-
ever approved the-establishment of the
Little Assembly by a vote of 41 to 6,
with 6 nations abstaining. Russia and
her satellites voted against the proposal.
Russia announced that she would boy-
cott the Little Assembly. The Little
A bly will di int tional is-
sues in spite of the absence of Russia.

4. Veto Question—The veto power is
the most discussed problem of the United
Nations. In the December issue of the
Current Events Review we gave a com-
plete history of the 24 vetoes used in
the Security Council. A rereading of
the article will help us understand to
what degree the veto was misused and
abused in the Security Council. Secre-

<tahlick
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tary Marshall announced that the United
States is willing to approve the modi-
fication of the use of the veto on cer-
tain matters, specially on matters of
applicati for berships. Vyshin-
sky bitterly attacked any attempt to
modify the veto. The General Assembly
again boldly approved the resolution re-
commending that the veto be studied by
the Little Assembly.

5. War Mongering—What is “War-
mongering” ? According to popular usage
the word means an act of inciting people
to go to war by means of propaganda.
Vyshinsky accused the United States,
Greece, Turkey and other. states of
“warmongering.” He d ded that
the General Assembly should condemn
the United States and other countries
for making propaganda for the next
world war. Vyshinsky’s accusation gave
rise to counter accusations, and the
question was raised: “Who is the
warmonger ?”’ After bitter debates, the
General Assembly defeated the R

Denmark, Panama, and the Philippines..
According to the plan approved by the
General Assembly, Palestine will be di-
vided into an Arab and Jewish state.

The Holy City will be under the super-
vision of an jnternational commission.
The British mandate which began in
1922 will be ended by August 1, 1948,
and the British troops will be withdrawn
on the same day. Both the Arab and
the Jewish state will become inde-
pendent on October 1, 1948. The deci-
sion to partition Palestine was happily
greeted by the Jews, but the Arabs rose
in revolt because they consider the de-
cision a declaration of war against them,

What is the significance of the
work of the General
Assembly?

After 70 days of work the General
Assembly adjourned on November 29,
1947, It acted on 63 items, but the six
probl d above stand out as

anti-warmongering resolution.  The
General Assembly passed a resolution
by a vote of 56 to 0 condemning all
talks that might disrupt. the peace of
the world.

6. Palestine Question—Palestine is
one of the “explosive spots” of the
world. For twenty-four years Britain
administered Palestine. During this
period, 25 international conferences were
held, and twelve commissions were
created to evolve a method of solving
the problem. Both the Arabs and Jews
claim Palestine. The Jews had sought
a homeland for more than 2,000 years.
On November 29, 1947, the General As-
sembly voted 33 to 13, with 10 absten-
tions to partition Palestine. A five-
nation commission was created to take
over the British responsibilities in. the
Holy Land, to ‘split Palestine into an
Arab and Jewish state, and to prepare
Palestine for its eventual independence
by October, 1948. The commission is
composed of Bolivia, Czechoslovakia,

the most important problems affecting
the peace of the world. The decistons
taken by the General Assembly were
bold. In most of these decisions Russia
and the West did not reach complete
agreement. Russia voted, however,
with the United States on the partition-
ing of Palestine,

In arriving at its decisions the Gen-
eral Assembly did what it could do to
solve the vexing problems of the world,
The decisions, however, must be carried
out. Several questions now stand to be
answered: What will be the attitude
of Russia towards the carrying out of
the decisions of the General Assembly?
Will she allow the Korean Commission
to enter her zome of occupation in Ko-
rea? Will she help in suppressing the
border troubles in northern Greece? Will
she morally abide by whatever decision
is arrived at by the Little Assembly?

In opening the session of the Gen-
eral Assembly, President Dr. Oswaldo
Aranha of Brazil, said: “Ours is not
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only a pact among nations. It is here
(in the General Assembly) that the
world will organize peace or hasten war.
The moment is crucial as all are burden-
ed with doubt and disappointment...
The world that is present here can
become divided only through lack of
understanding among men.”

Will the United Nations survive?
This is the question uppermost in the
minds of many after the second regular
session of the General Assembly. The
answer to this' question is up to the
people of the world that organized the
United Nations. Since they organized
it- to bring about lasting peace, they
must do everything to make it work ef-
fectively for the peace of the world.

Study Helps

1. Why was the second regular session
of the General Assembly held in an at-
mosphere of skepticism ?

2. The General Assembly has been
called the “Town Meeting of the World.”
Is this statement borne by the results
of the second regular session of the
General Assembly? Why?'

3. What is meant by bold decision?
What made the General Assembly take
bold decisions ?

4, What made the Russians oppose
the discussion of the Balkan Question,
Korean Question, veto problem, and the
creation of the Little Assembly? Ex-
plain.

5. Had there been no General As-
sembly, the above questions would not
have been discussed by the 57 member
nations of the United Nations. Do you
think that, as shown in its achievements
in the second regular session, the Gen-
eral Assembly served its real purpose?

6. The Russians and her satellites
were outvoted in most of the issues
decided by the General Assembly. Can
you tell us the significance of this?

Why is Geopolitics . . .
(Continued from page 197)
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What is wrong with the United Nations?

What are the Weaknesses of

the

Specific objectives:

1. To understand the weaknesses of
the United Nations

2. To understand the basis of these
weaknesses

3. To appreciate the effort being
exerted to correct these weaknesses

When the second regular session of
the General Assembly of the United
Nations opened, writers covering the
proceedings of the General Assembly
expressed doubt on the success of the
United Nations. Thirty-four representa-
tives of various newspapers, according
to poll ducted by the N
Magazine, expressed skepticism about
the success of the United Nations.
Radio commentators began debating on
what to do to strengthen the United
Nations. What are the weaknesses of
the United Nations? What are tke
causes of these weaknesses? What is
being done to correct them?

Cloud of pessimism over the
United Nations

The second regular session of th:
General Assembly gave many writers a
chance to express their opinions on the
United Nations, Raymond Daniell, vet-
eran newspaper correspondent, ex-
pressed the belief that the United Na-

tions is functi in an “unintended
atmosphere.” Today writers openly ex-
press their skeptici on the ol

the United Nations on account of the
various dismal failures of the Security
Council. The failures which have
brought about an international cloud of
pessimism are (1) the failure of the

United Nations?

Security Council to solve the Greek
guerrilla warfare in northern Greece;
(2) the failure of the Security Council
to draw up an international plan for the
control of atomic energy; (3) the failure
of the Security Council to set up an
international organization to enforce
peace; (4) the failure of the Security
Council to solve the Indonesian warfare;*
(5) the failure of the Security Council
to hasten the plan for world disarm-
ament; and (6) the failure of the Big
Powers to come to a quick solution of
the problems presented before the
Security Council. A recent poll con-
ducted by Gallup shows that 50% of
those who answeréd the questionis on
the progress of the United Nations ex-
press disappointment in the progress
made to date by the United Nations.

W hat are the weaknesses of the
United Nations?

The comments of outstanding news-
papers, magazines, bulletins, radio com-
mentators, speakers in town meetings,
and. political leaders on the works of
the United Nations clearly point the
weaknesses of the UN. What are these?

1. The United Nations is functioning
in “unintended atmosphere.”

2. The United Nations suffers from
want of immediate means to solve ex-
plosive political disputes.

8. The United Nations has become
powerless because of the misuse of the
“yato”.

4. The United Nations suffers from
mutual distrust or suspicion between two
major blocks.
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5. The United Nations suffers from
indecision for want of proper definition
of “sovereignty” that would apply to
contemporary complex international
problems.

6. The United Nations has weakened
because of the rivalry of ideologies with-
in itself.

What is the meaning of
“unintended atmosphere”?
If we examine all the records of the
past two years, we shall find one signi-
ficant fact — that most people have
forgotten the main purpose of the
United Nations. The founders of the
United Nations intended this world or-
ganization to maintain world peace.
This aim has been ignored because the
United Nations started functioning

France, for mstance, used the veto tu
prevent the formation of a United Na-
ti-ns Commission tc supervise the Secu-
rity Council’s cease fire order in Indo-
resia. The misuse of the veto in the
Security Council bas obviously made for
the Security Couucil a very bad impres-
sion on the minds of the thinking perple.
Majority «of ths political leaders, how-
«ver, believe that the weto is a conse-
quence, and not a cause of trouble. The
Cuneral Assembly in its regular session
arproved a resolution recommending
that the veto question be studied by ihe
Little Assembly.

How is the prestige of the UN
affected by explosive
questions?

The United Nations at present faces
expl ti which have divided

without taking into ideration how
such aim might come in conflict with
the treaties to be concluded. Now there
are no agreements to guide the policies
of the United Nations, because the
United Nations was established before
peace treaties were even planned. Today
the peace treaties with Germany, Aus-
tria, and Japan still await ratification.
This is the atmosphere in which the
United Nations functions today. The
UN is like a referee called upon to re-
feree a basketball game without rules.

Does the veto delay peace?
The United Nations is seriously com-
fronted by the “veto” problem in the
Security Council. In the last November
issue of the Current Events Review, the
“history of the 24 vetoes in the Security
Council was discussed in detail. Some
world leaders believe that the veto could
be used to enhance the solution of world
problems. But the history of the 24
velces shows that most of the vetves
have hampered the smooth funciizning
¢t the United Nations. Russia, for
instance, has vetoed the attempt of the
TUnited Nations to create a Balkan Watch
Commission inteaded to prevent tii: oc-
cur:ence of conflicts in Northern Creece.

the’ world into two hostile ideological
camps. .These questions threaten world
peace. The guerrilla warfare in novth-
ern Greece for example, is a threat to
world peace. Russia sees in the dis-
cussion of the Greek question the deter-
mination of the democracies to make
Greece a bastion of democracy in South-
ern Europe, The United States likewise,
fears that Russia is threatening the p)-
litical integrity of Greece. Russia sees
in the Trumah Doctrine an American
design to extend her influence to South-
ern Europe, and the United States views
the Greek guerrilla warfare as a Com-
munist-inspired plan to overthrow the
legitimate government of Greece in or-
der to bring Greece within the Iron
Curtain.

World hunger is also a threat to
world peace. There is actual hungear in
Europe. Russia -refuses to cooperate
with the Marshall Plan because she
views the plan as a design to extend
American imperialism to Western
Europe. The United States views the
refusal of 9 European countries to co-
operate with the Marshall Plan as the
Communists’ design to prevent world
peace.
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How does distrust affect
the prestige of the UN?

The United Nations Charter states
that the members should develop friend-
ly relations among nations based on
respect for the principles of equal rights
and self-determination of peoples. But
there exists mutual distrust between the
democracies on one side and the Com-
munists on the other. This mutual dis-
trust decreases the prestige of the
United Nations, because it prevents the
members of the United Nations to work
harmoniously. Why was the Comintern
or Third International revived by Rus-
sia? Its main purpose is to wreck
American imperialism. Why was the
Marshall Plan announced? It was an-
nounced to help Europe recover econo-
mically so that the democratic institu-
tions of the aided countries may flour-
ish. The United States requested Russia
to help make clean and free the elections
in Poland. Russia refused to cooperate.
The elections in Poland were rigged,
and so were the elections in Hungary
were held. The United States pro-
tested. The United States boldly stated
that it is the right of oppositionists to
enjoy free speech to convince people to
select their representatives freely. The
protest was ignored.

How does sovereignty affect the
prestige of the UN?

The United Nations is an organiza-
tion of sovereign mations which have
agreed to join their efforts to maintain
international peace. Sovereignty implies
freedom from external control. If the
members of the United Nations do not
surrender a. part of their sovereign
rights, it would be impossible to solve
completely the peace problems of the
world. In 1946 Russia bitterly opposed
the idea of international inspection of all
countries as a means of controlling the
misuse of the atomic energy. Sovereign-
ty, for the Russians, is sacred. Later,

however, in 1947, Russia agreed to a
kind of international inspection.

The United Nations Charter states
that it is the aim of the members to
achieve international cooperation in
solving the economic, social, and cultural
and humanitarian problems of the world.
Russia has refused to join some inter-
national organizations which were es-
tablished to solve the common problems
of the world. She has refused to join
the UNESCO (United Nations Scienti-
fic and Cultural Organization) and the
ICAO (International Civil Aviation Or-
ganization). Russia’s reason is that
these organizations infringe on her so-
vereign rights. For the same reason,
Russia opposes any modification of the
veto power. She fears that her sove-
reign rights might be endangered.

How does rivalry of ideologies
affect the prestige
of the UN?

The Charter of the United Nations
states that the actions of nations must
be coordinated and har d in the
attainment of common ends, But the
differences between Russia and the
United States, continue to hamper a
common action in the solution of the
problems of the world. The pressure of
Soviet-American rivalry, according to
Michael Straight in his article Fixing
the Blame for the Cold War, is pre-
venting the growth of freedom and de-
mocracy in dependent and und: ti
countries. The failure of the Big Pow-
ers to resolve their differences create
among the nations skepticism on the
success of the United Nations.

1s there a need for the
United Nations?

What would have happened had there
been no United Nations since October
23, 19457 Iran would have been ab-
sorbed by Russia in 1945. Greece would
have fallen under the Russian orbit.
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Korea would have been completely Com-
munized. Turkey would have fallen un-
der Russian influence. There would
have been, too, a terrific race for atomic
weapon, and the tension between the
haves (those nations who have the secret
or know-how of the atomic bomb) and
the havenots (those who do not have the
know-how of the atomic bomb) would
have increased. And then secret al-
liances would have been created. History
shows that secret alliances are causes
of wars.

It is true that the United Nations
has certain weaknesses. But the Gen-
eral Assembly in its second regular ses-
sion took steps to overcome some of these
weaknesses. The General Assembly
boldly created the Balkan Watch Com-
mission and the Little Assembly. The
Little Assembly was created to discuss
throughout the year the peace problems
of the world. The General Assembly also
created a Commission to hasten the in-
dependence of Korea. Also, the question
of the veto, which has greatly handi-
capped the functioning of the UN, is
now under study. Inspite of all these
weaknesses, the need for the UN is more
than apparent. It is aptly expressed in
the following words of a noted editor:
“For the U. N., with all its fawults, is
the best hope man yet devised to tame
the tiger in our hearts.” If man loses
his. second great chance to solve the
peace problems of the world through a
world organization, another war — far
more terrible and far more destructive
will surely come. That may be the end
of  civilization.

Exercises to Develop Thinking

1. Russia blames the United States
for the failure of the United Nations.
Tass, the Russian news agency stated:
“Everything bears witness to the fact
that American policy with regard to
the United Nations more and more is
pointing to two alternatives—either un-
conditional subjugation of the United
Nations to the line of the White House

or direct liquidation of the organiza-
tion.”
Is this accusation true? Why?

2. A special pamphlet prepared un-
der the direction of the United States
Department, charges that Russia is
guilty of peace obstructionism. Is this
accusation just? Why?

3. Can you suggest ways of strength-
ening the United Nations? Explain.

4. Do you think it would be better to
abolish the veto in the Security Coun-
cil? Why?

5. A foreign correspondent of the
New York Times wrote that a big-
power harmony is essential to the suc-
cess of the UN. Do you agree with him
in this statement? Why?

6. “It is hoped,” wrote a radio com-
mentator, “that the UN may be kept in
being until world conditions are more
favorable for its success.” Do you agree
with this statement? Why?
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Opinions on world pr

What is the Future of the United Nations?

(This section on opinions on current
i PRI . o

i, +

every month to provide materials for
clags discussion in current events. The
opinions are not necessarily those of
the Current Events Review).

The second regular session of the
General Assembly of the United Nations
has just ended. The session was
held in an atmosphere of pessimism
mainly because of the conflicts between
the United States and Russia. Various
articles, editorials, speeches, and records
of open forums have been published.

Many of these materials give us food .

for thought. Some of them suggest
ways of strengthening the United Na-
tions. Others express skepticism. What
are some of these opinions?

How can the UN
strengthen itself?

Dr. Albert Einstein, noted physicist
and scientist, wrote an open letter “To
the General Assembly of the United
Nations,” in the popular magazine
United Nations World. ~ He analyzed
the reasons why the United Nations can-
not be blamed for all its failures, He
said that no int tional i
can be stronger than the constitutional
powers given to it. Dr. Einstein sug-
gests that “... the authority of the
General Assembly must be increased
so that the Security Council as well as
all other bodies of the UN will be sub-
ordinated to it. As long as there is a_
conflict of authority between the As-
sembly and the Security Council, the

ion

Study Helps

1. Do you agree with Dr. Einstein
that as long as there is a conflict be-
tween the General Assembly and the
Security Council there could be no ef-
fectiveness in the UN? Why?

2. “The Assembly,” wrote Dr. Eins-
tein, “must not delegate its powers to
the Security Council.” Do you agree
with him? Read again the powers of
the Security Council before you give
your answer.

Is the UN about to collapse?

This is the question asked by Dewitt
Mackenzie, noted foreign columnist."
“The way it looks the UN is being kept
largely because of stark fear among
tember nations of what would happen
if the organization collapsed. The re-
sults of a breakdown are too terrible
to contemplate. Thus we find in UN
circles the feeling that the organization
must be maintained at all hazards.”

Study Helps

1. Do you agree in opinion with the
writer that the UN must be maintained
at all cost? Why?

2. There is a great move to split
Europe into two worlds. Do you think
it is time that the UN be disbanded?
Why?

Should the UN

be reconstituted?

Suggestions have been given to re-
constitute the United Nations. “It is

effectiveness of the whole instituti

now 1y lized,” wrote Felix

will remain necessarily impaired.”

Morley in Human Events, “that Russia
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has exercised the veto power eleven
times (in fact 22 times) — an average
of once every seven weeks — during the
18 months the Security Council has been
in full operation. And the frequent dis-
illusionment is leading to an uneasy
feeling, apparent in many quirters,
‘that something should be done’ about
it. Suggestions that the United Nations
should be reconstituted without Russia
are frequent.”

Study Helps
1. Do you think Russia would with-
draw from the UN? Why?
2, Is it possible to have a UN with-
out Russia? Why?

Do we expect too much from
the United Nations
overnight?

Two world wars have already been
fought. The world desires peace. The
world has its second chance to learn
the lessons of global war. President
Truman in an address delivered at
Princeton University said that many
people expect too much from the United
Nations overnight. “True, the United
Nations has not gained either the mo-
ral influence or political strength we
hoped for it at San Francisco. But if
one takes a longer view back over his-
tory and from the vantage point of his-
torical perspective, considers the sweep-

ing transformations in habits and insti-.

ey

quired to establish the reign
of law among nations, progress to date
seems more encouraging. From the
standpoint of logic, world government
and a durable peace are so desirable
and reasonable that many assume that
they would be established overnight for
the sinful ambitions of statesmen.”

Study Helps
1. Why should we not expect too
much from the United Nations in a
short time?

2. If all men were sincere in promot-
ing peace, much could be done by the
United Nations. Do you believe this
statement? Why?

How will the United Nations
work successfully?

How will the United Nations work
successfully? This was the question
asked by many people in November, 1947.
One answer came from Pearl S. Buck,
famous novelist and Nobel Prize Win-
ner. In an article entitled “Listen to
the People, United Nations!” she said:
“I can only say, the UN is full of po-
tential good for the future of the world.
It is good enough to live, to grow, to
become what we need, a talking place
for many points of view, a place to seek
Jjustice and find it, a means of peace.
Yes, I believe it can be made into an
international inst t for p t
peace. But this will come to pass only
if the peoples insist upon it and compel
their government to use UN as it can
and should be used.”

Study Helps

1. What is the suggestion given by
Pearl S. Buck?

2. Can you cite an example of how
the UN is used for the promotion of
selfish motives instead of for world
peace? Can you cite an instance of
how the UN is used to solve world
problems?

What factor may bring about
the collapse of the UN?

The abuse of the right of unanimity
is the greatest obstruction to the smooth
functioning of the United Nations. In
his speech before the General Assem-
bly, Secretary of State George C. Mar-
shall emphasized this single factor may
bring about the end of the United Na-
tions. He said: “The large powers

(Please turn to page 223)
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A new mation is born

How has Burma Succeeded
in Her Struggles for Freedom ?

Specific gbjectives:

1. To appreciate the struggle of the
Burmese for freedom

2. To evaluate the role of Burmese
leaders in the Burmese struggle for
freedom

8. To know the significance of the
Burmese freedom

“The single great event in Asia,”
wrote Robert Payne in- his latest book
The Revolt of Asia, “is the struggle of
the peoples of the East for freedom.”
The Philippines is now a republic. In-
donesia’s freedom is a certainty. The
Dominion of India and Dominion of Pa-
kistan have already been established.

At present we are going to discuss
how Burma succeeded in gaining pro-
mise for freedom. Burma has become
independent on January 6, 1948. What
were the various stages in Burma’s
struggle for freedom? What were the
contributions of Burmese leaders in their
fight for freedom? What is the signi-
ficance of Burma’s freedom?

Who are the Burmese?

Burma is called the “Land of Images.”
The word Burma is derived from the
Chinese word “Mein.” Burma is in
South East Asia. It is bounded on the
north by Tibet and China, on the east
by China and Siam, and on the south by
the Bay of Bengal and the provinces of
Bengal and Assam in the Dominion of
Pakistan. The area of Burma is 261,610
square miles, more than twice the area
of the Philippines. The estimated popu-
lation in 1931 was 14,667,146.

The Burmese are darker in complex-
ion than the Chinese. They are phys-

ically vigorous. Their delightful quali-
ties are spontaneity, good manners, and
buoyancy. The Burmese of the laboring
class are stocky. They are capable of
hard work. They seldom amass great
fortunes because their immediate in-
terest is in the pleasures of life. The
Burmese of the upper class have delight-
ful manners and unfailing courtesy.
The average Burmese take pride in their
race. The Burmese speak 126 native
languages and dialects.

Burmese history before the
British annexation

The main source of Burmese culture
was India. Indian merchant adventur-
ers were the first to come to Burma.
Thése merchants did not simply trade;
they established commercial colonies in
Burma. These colonies developed into
commercial kingdoms, such as Prome,
Thaton, Pegu, and several others.

Before 1044 A.D., Burma was divided
into two divisions: southern Burma and
northern Burma. Civil wars pften oc-
curred between states. In 1044 A.D.
Northern Burma was unified by Ana-
wrata, the ruler of Pegu in northern
Burma. Later Anawrata invaded south-
ern Burma and united the conquered re-
gion with northern Burma. Arakan and
Thaton were added to his kingdoms. He
made Pagan a great royal city.

Pagan declined in power and strength.
And then in 1287 it fell into the hands
of Kublai Khan, the Mongol emperor.
Burma was again divided into several
states under the influence of the Shans.
The capitals of these three divisions
were Ava, Toungoo, and Pegu or Mar-
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taban. These states often fought among
themselves.

The history of Burma from the 14th
to the 16th century is characterized by
struggles between Pegu and Ava. Ava
reached the height of her power in the
early part of the 15th eentury. It de-
clined in the middie of the same century.
Pegu enjoyed a period of peace and
prosperity as a result of the decline of
Ava. Toungoo became powerful un-
der the rule of Minkyinyo (1486-1531).
Later it became the premier state in
Burma. Tabin Shweti, son of Minkyin-
yo, seized Pegu and Prome. The people
recognized him as the King of Burma.

Tabin Shweti was assassinated in 1550,
and Burma was ruled by Bayinnaung
(Buyin Naung). Bayinnaung is known
as the Napoleon of Burma. He extended
the kingdom of Burma to Manipur and
Yunan on the north and to the Mekong,
Chiengmai and Ayuthia on the east.

The death of Bayinnaung was fol-
lowed by one hundred years of disorder
and- chaos. During this period Burma
came in contact with the west through
the merchants of France, England, Hol-
land, and Portugal.

How did Burma fall in the
hands of the British?

A great Burmese who exerted much
effort to unite Burma was Alaungpaya.
From 1752 to 1769 he unceasingly
worked for the unification of Burma.
He became a national hero, and he

founded the last dynasty of kings that -

ended in 1885 A. D. After his death,
Burma was successively ruled by the
sons of Alaungpaya. Under the able
leadership of Bodawpaya (1782-1819)
Burma became a great empire.

Before Burma fell into the hands of the
British, three wars were successively
fought. In 1824 the Burmese and the
English fought on account of the refusal

of the British to pay toll on passing the
Naaf river on the Bengal-Burma frontier.
Burma was defeated. By the terms of
the treaty Burma agreed to accept a
British Resident in Ava, to give up her
claims on Assam, Cachar, and Manipur,
to cede Arakan and Tenasserim and to
conclude .a commercial treaty with Bri-
tain. The second Anglo-Burmese War
took place in 1852. Burma was again
defeated.  Britain annexed Pegu, the
only remaining maritime province of
Burma. The third Anglo-Burmese war
took place in 1885. The British won
and decided to take over the whole
Burma. Theebaw, then ruler of Bur-
ma, was taken prisoner and exiled on
November 28, 1885.

Burmese fight for separation
from India

The Russo-Japanese War of 1904-
1905 partly inspired the peoples of
the Far East to demand for their free-
dom. The victory of Japan over Russia
convinced' the subject peoples of the
Orient that they ave entitled to free-
dom. The Burmese, however, with ex-
ception of a few groups, remained loyal
to the British Empire during World
War I. After the end of World War I,
the Burmese leaders demanded for
equality of treatment with other prov-
inces of India. The Burmese leaders
headed by Maung Pu succeeded in their
plea. Burma acquired a new status.
Burma was made a full province of
India instead of a subprovince.

The Burmese continued their struggles
for freedom. They did not like to re-
main under India. A movement was
launched demanding separation from
India. Under the provisions of the
Government of India Act of 1919 Bur-
ma was a part of India. When the
Simons Commission was making a study
of the solution to the Indian question,
the Burmese nationalists advocated the
separation of Burma from India. A
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Round Table Conference was held in
London from November 12, 1930, to
January 19, 1931. The Burmese dele-
gates to the Conference were U Ang,
Thin, U Ba Pe, and U Ohn Ghine. A
separate Burma Conference was held
from November 17 to December 24, 1932,
to discuss the constitutional reforms for
Burma. The British government decided
to hold an election in Burma to find out
the views of the Burmese on the separa-
tion proposal. The election held in 1932
returned the majority of candidates who
opposed separation.

The question of separatian was taken
up by the Burmese Legislative Council
in June, 1933. There was a general

feeling that all the members favored se-

paration. The British government,
however, made a parliamentary inquiry.
It finally decided to place Burma under
the British crown. By the Government
of India Act of 1935, Burma was sepa-
rated from India. The new government
of Burma was inaugurated in 1937. It
consisted of A Council of Ministers
chosen by the Governor from the Legis-
lature and -a Legislature consisting of a
Senate and a House of Representatives.
There were 36 members in the Senate.
One-half of these members were chosen
by the Governor and the other half were
chosen by the House of Representatives.
The members of the House of Repre-
sentatives were elected by the people.

Characteristics of Burmest
nationalism in World War Il

Burmese nationalism came in con-
flict with a number o6f British policies.
The Burmése opposed the British at-
tempt to monopolize oil, river and ocean
shipping, timber, mining and rice-ex-
porting industries and also the British
reservation of certain offices in the Gov-
ernment for British subjects.

Burmese nationalism took the form of
jingoistic movement known as “Thakin.”
“Thakin” means “master”. The word
was adopted by university students who

went to the extreme demanding the oust-
ing of all foreigners in Burma,

Burmese nationalism during World
War II, nevertheless, lacked unity. There
was no complete understanding among
Burmese nationalists. Both the Pan-
Asiatics and anti-Westerners hated the
British and all Europeans, but these two
factions refused to collaborate towards
their common end. There was disagree-
ment even'within the same faction. The
extreme nationalists wanted the expul-
sion even of Chinese, Indian and Mos-
lem immigrants in Burma.

In 1939 Dr. Ba Maw became unpopu-
lar with the nationalist party called
Byochit b he was ted .of
having a design to make Burma a dicta-
torship. During the World War II he
d ded for a dominion status in ex-
change for a cooperation in the defense
of Burma. Political intrigues forced him
to resign. He formed the Burma Free-
dom Bloc and demanded for independ-
ence. He was arrested and imprisoned
for seditious act.

U Saw became Premier in 1940. He
took active interest in the Burmaniza-
tion of the schools, defense forces, and
other government services. He adopted
the use of Burmese as the medium of
instruction in the University of Ran-
goon. He gave vigorous support to all
nationalistic movements. In August,
1941, he went to England and demanded
for self-government. The demand was
turned down by Prime Minister Chur-
chill.

Burme’s final struggle for
freedom

The Japanese occupied Burma in
1942, Most of the ultra-nationalists co-
operated with the Japanese. Dr. Ba
Maw was released from prison. He was
asked to form a ministry. The Japanese
granted Burma a “puppet” independence
on August 1, 1943, to secure full-
hearted cooperation from the Burmese
in the prosecution of the war A sepa-
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rate government, however was set up
by the Progressive nationalists at Sim-
la, India, under the leadership of Sir
Paw Tun. During the latter part of
World War II, the Anti-Faseist Peoples
Freedom League under U Aung San
cooperated with the Allies in the Burma
theater of operation.

The Burmese expected during World
War II that the British would give them
independence after the war. In 1944 a
Blue Print for Burma was presented in
Parliament. It provided that direct rule
would first be introduced into Burma.
After this period 2 Dominion Status
would be granted. The plan was dis-
cussed and debated. Nothing came out
of Tt.

In May, 1945, the British government
issued a White Paper. It provided
among other things (1) the direct rule
by the Governor of Burma until Decem-
ber, 1948, (2) the restoration of partial
self-government enjoyed by the Burmese
before the outbreak of World War II;
and (8) the drafting of a constitution
for submission to the British Parli t

mese delegation was headed by U Aung
San. It was agreed that a Constitutent
Assembly should be held in April, 1947,
to write Burma’s constitution and to de-
cide between dominion status and com-
plete separation from Britain. The Cons-
tituent Assembly decided on complete in-
dependence.

On July 19, 1947, the world was
shocked by news from Burma. U Aung
San and seven other Ministers holding
session in Rangoon were assassinated.
One possible reason for the assassination
of the man who led the fight for Bur-
mese freedom is that U Aung Sgn had
wavered in his desire for Burmese in-
dependence.

On October 17, 1947, a solemn occa-
sion took place at No. 10 Downing
Street where Prime Minister Clement
_Attlee and Premier Thakin Nu of Bur-
ma signed the Anglo-Burmese Treaty
providing for the freedom of Burma.
The government bill on the independence
of Burma was approved by the House

The Burmese nationalists demanded
for immediate independence. On Nov-
ember 12, 1945, the Working Committee
of the AFPFL demanded that the Bri-
tish government announce not later than
January 81, 1947, that it would grant
Burma independence within a year. And
if the British would not meet this de-
mand, the representatives of the AFPFL
in the Council would resign. Tensions
increased in Burma. The AFPFL cam-
paigned for complete independence. In
the meantime the activities of the Com-
munists endangered internal troubles.
The British government finally decided
to discuss the demand of the AFPFL.
And then, on December 20, 1946, Prime
Minister Attlee made a momentous an-
nouncement. He said that Burma would
be granted Commonwealth status or in-
dependence, whichever she preferred.
The British government called a con-
ference in London in January, 1947, to
discuss the Burmese freedom. The Bur-

of C on November 5, 1947, by a
decisive vote of 288 to 114. The In-
dependence of the Republic of the Union
of Burma was set on January 6, 1948.

Exercises to Develop Thinking

1. Who are the Burmese?

2. Explain why there were frequent
civil wars among the Burmese.

8. Do you think the British really
intended to acquire Burma?

4, Why did the Russo-Japanese War
inspire the people of the Orient to fight
for freedom?

5. Can you explain why Burmese
nationalism is different from that of
other nations?

6. Compare Burmese nationalism and
Filipino nationalism.
(Please turn to page 224)
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The Philippines

The Philippines and
the United Nations

The last session of the General As-
sembly gave increased importance to
the Philippines. The Philippines was
made a member of the Korean Commis-
sion to supervise the Korean election

and the World--

Accomplishments of the
ECAFE

The second session of the ECAFE
(Economic Commission for Asia and
the Far East) which met from Novem-
ber 24 to December 6, 1947, in Baguio
made important accomplishments. The

and also of the Palestine Com

to carry out the partitioning of Pales-
tine as decided by the United Nations.
And to make the position of the Phil-
ippine delegate to the United Nations
equal to his task, last December Pres-
ident Roxas signed an executive order
raising the status of Brigadier General
Carlos P. Romulo to the category of an
ambassador and placing all activities in-
volving the United Nations under the
jurisdiction of Amb dor Romulo.

The Philippines recently became alsc
a member of the United Nations Trus-
teeship Council, one of the six organs
of the Unitel Nations. The other new

ber of the Trusteeship Council is
Costa Rica.

Secretary Emilio Abello was also
elected one of the vice-chairmen of the
ITO (International Trade Organization),
a specialized agency of the United Na-
tions. The ITO held its conference in
Havana to discuss the charter on trade
agreements among nations.

The Philippine delegation to UNESCO
in Mexico displayed admirable coopera-
tion in the discussion of world social
problems. The Philippines vigorously
objected to a Polish resolution making
racial discrimination a crime. The
Philippine delegation received from the
President of UNESCO a letter offering
scholarships to several fields.

was attended by delegates from,
all nations. What were the important
resolutions approved by the ECAFE?
(1) The ECAFE approved a resolution
recommending that the FAO (Food
Agricultural Organization) adopt a food
program for Asia and the Far East, (2)
It reached agreement on the exchange of
visits among governments of member
and associate member countries in Asia
and the Far East. (3) It passed a reso-
lution - recommending a mutual exchange
of advice to be given in advance on pro-
posed - inquiries and investigations be-
tween the secretariat of the ECAFE and
the specialized agencies of the United
Nations. (4) It created a working party
to prepare reports on existing plans for
the industrial development of each coun-
try and to formulate proposals for the
consideration of the ECAFE. (5) It de-
cided to make a compilation of statistics
and ic d ts. (6) It decided
to establish a working section for trade
promotion. (7) It passed a resolution
asking producing countries to bring
down the prices of cereals for exports.
(8) It established.a bureau of flood con-
trol. (9) It passed a resolution recom-
mending the holding of a technical con-
ference on timber. (10) It passed a re-
solution recommending the study of the
needs of mnations for technical assistance
and technical ‘training.
Most observers believe that the ECA-
FE was a success. Three most impor-
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tant achievements of the ECAFE are
(1) the two-year food program that
would enable all countries of Asia to
supply their peoples with the essential
needs for existence, (2) the laying of
the groundwork for the increase of
trade between the countries of Asia and
the Far East and the rest of the world,
and (3) the laying of a master plan for
the industrial development-of the Far
East.

W ashington pupils send
books to Philippines

Eighth grade students of the Holton
Arms School, a private school for girls,
collected more than 150 assorted books
to be donated to the library of Mayon
High School ifi Ligao, Albay, Philip-
pines. The project was started by May
Jones upon receiving a letter from an
official of Mayon High School telling
how the Japanese had used the library
books of the Mayon High School for
fuel.

Services of the USIS
to the Philippines

In an address delivered before the
Manila Rotary Club, James L. Meader,
Public Affairs Officer of the USIS,
enumerated the services of the United
States Information Service in the Phil-
ippines. According to Meader the mis-
sion of the USIS in the Philippines is
to construct highways of understanding
between the American and Filipino peo-
ple and to build bridges of friendly in-
tercourse leading to a more complete
knowledge and more genuine apprecia-
tion of each other’s national culture.
To accomplish this two-fold mission, the
USIS is making use of five different
agencies. First, the library. The USIS
has established 3 libraries located in
Manila, Cebu, and Iloilo. These libra-
ries have a total of 11,000 books, which
are used by nearly 30,000 people a

month. Thousands of magazines, bul-
letins and government documents are
also consulted by Tresearchers. The
USIS has also loaned 30,000 books on
a long-term basis to schools, colleges,
and public libraries. The National Li-
brary has been supplied with enough
books to start a dozen provincial libra-
ries.. Second, the news program. This
program is intended to acquaint news
services, magazines, newspapers, radio
tati hools, and prof 1 groups
with current news materials on govern-
ment, politics, science, engineering, me-
dicine, law and other fields of human
endeavor. Third, the motion picture
program. The USIS renders a film loan
service for various civic organizations.
Fourth, the radio program. Through
this program the radio listeners in the
Far East are given a true and balanced
picture of American life. Fifth, the
exchange of persons program. This
program is intended to act as a medium
through which the assistance of outstand-
ing teachers, scientists, and researchers
of America may extend their help to
the Philippines. At present the USIS
places its facilities and services at the
disposal of all Filipinos proceeding to
the United States on general cultural
missions and of all Americans visiting
the Philippines for similar reason.

Utility bonds to be floated
in the Philippines

A report was recently made by the
New York Times that public utility
bonds will be floated in the Philippines
by the Rehabilitation Finance Corpora-
tion to capitalize one-fourth of the gov-
ernment’s partnership enterprise with
the Westinghouse Electric Corporation
for the establishment and operation of
an electrical manufacturing plant in
Manila. The bonds, it has been an-
nounced by the Philippine Consulate
General in New York, will bear an in-

(Please turn to page 224)
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Significant World News. Roundup

UNITED STATES

America launches offensive

The United States has approved the
interim aid bill to France, Austria, Italy
and China. The approval of the in-
terim bill was accomplished after stormy
debates in both the House of Repre-
sentatives and the Senate. The original
Senate bill authorized the sum of
$5303000,000 as asked by President Tru-
man. Several changes, however, were
introduced into the original bill.

What is the significance of the news?

The approval of the measure has two
significances.  First, the countries to
receive aid will be temporarily saved
from an economic collapse. This is
very significant because the economic
collapse of these countries would great-
ly strengthen communism in these coun-
trtes, and it would mean the death of
democracy. Italy has already run out
of dollars. France is scraping the bot-
tom for dollars. Strikes and terrorism
in both countries are becoming more
and more serious, and there is no doubt
that these strikes are Soviet-inspired.
Second, the aid shows that the Amer-
ican people are still guided by a bipar-
tisan foreign policy. The Washington
Post said that by its action, the Unit-
ed States shows that it believes in
world freedom to the extent of invest-
ing vast sums of money in it.

PALESTINE
A challenge to the
United Nations

The decision of the General Assem-
bly to partition Palestine has won the

praise of many periodicals in the Unit-
ed States and in many other countries.
This decision has been called the Gen-
eral Assembly’s most “historic achieve-
ment” to date. This plan was adopted
because there was no alternative. It
was the last resort. Palestine had to
be partitioned for the peace of the
world.

What is the significance of the news?

The decision, although weak, is laud-
ablee. Why? For, as the New  York
Times says, the Arabs would not be
satisfied with the territories allotted
them, but .it is a decision of the United
Nations done after mature deliberation.
“The partition plan” wrote the New
York Herald-Tribune, ‘“represents only
very rough justice at best, but there
are not infrequently moments in the
affairs of men and peoples when some
firm answer, however imperfect or even
perilous it may be, is better than none.
The issue now is not what any indi-
vidual, group or nation thinks about it,
but what the UN assembly by more
than two-thirds vote has decided. From
here out, these Arabs and those Jewish
extremists who resort to violence in
Palestine will be defying international
authority, and such will outlaw them-
selves.”

FRANCE

A momentous decision

France, one of the bastions of demo-
cracy in Western Europe, has taken a
bold decision in solving the most dif-
ficult  present-day  problem — the
strikes. A bill banning strikes was in-
troduced by Robert Schuman, and was
passed by the Council of the Republic
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It was

by a vote of 217 against 82.

economic — demand for employment

passed against a desperate C
opposition:

What is the significance of the news?

The aim of Premier Robert Schuman
in presenting the bill is to strengthen
the authority of the government in deal-
ing with the economic problems of
France. The enactment of the anti-
strike law gives the government a pow-
erful weapon in dealing with Commu-
nist-sponsored labor strikes. For more
than one month the Communists were
trying hard to win power through a
2,000,000-man strike. These Commu-
nist-sponsored strikes are a part of the
C i to pl France in-
to turmoil before effective United States
aid becomes a reality. The step taken
by the government nipped in the bud
the Communist attempt to seize the legi-
timate powers of the French govern-
ment. The situation in France, héw-
ever, still remains tense. Nevertheless,
with such a law to protect France in
the meanwhile, France may tide over
until the Marshall aid program comes
into operation.

and d d for higher wages. The
strikes in Italy were inspired by dis-
sident These dissidents work
through labor organizations to seize

1. .

power. The Italian government, how-
ever, ded in ting the chall
through the broadening of the b

ships of the Cabinet. Premier Alcide
de Gasperi tactfully included in his Ca-
binet members of the moderate Labor
Socialists and the Republicans so that
he could receive great support. in the
Constituent Assembly. Gasperi’s move
worked. The Italian government has
stood equal to the great task of solv-
ing its grave economic problems, It
has gained its balance and is deter-
mined to work out its problems in a
democratic way.

GERMANY

A new hope for speedy
economic revival
An agreement was reached in the
last conference of the Council of For-
eign Ministers at London to hike the
limit of the German steel production
capacity from 7,500,000 to 11,500,000

ITALY tons per year. The decision was reached

. . after French Foreign Minister Georges

Go”:gnd”:ent r ?m:lllns firm Bidault had waived his opposition. For
al ’ termine . more than a year the French Minister
The Italian government continues fo  haq opposed any increase in the steel
its fight C production of G y for fear of the

Like France, Italy in the early part of
December, 1947, was threatened by very
i The C ist-led
G 1 Labor Confederation chall d
the government by . opposing certain
police measures taken by the govern-
ment to maintain peace and order in
Rome. Through peaceful efforts, how-
ever, the government succeeded in re-
moving the threats.

What is the significance of the news?

What were the main causes of the
strikes? The causes were in general

revival of German might.

What is the significance of the news?
The agreement to increase German
steel production is significant to Ger-
many. American and British experts
argue that any increase in the German
steel producti would redound to the
benefits of both the occupying powers
and Germany. The increase would en-
able Germany to pay the cost of occu-
pation and iwould help develop her
peacetime steel industry. But above all
these, the increase of German steel pro-
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duction would indirectly bring about
the economic recovery of Europe. The
question that now remains is: What
form of control should be exercised to
prevent Germany from regaining her
industrial might?

BRITAIN

Britain shows the lead

Recent news released by the head-
quarters of the IRO (International Re-
fugee Organization) shows that Bri-
tain has taken the lead in the admis-
sion of DP’s (Displaced Persons). Fig-
ures show that about 30,000 DP’s.have
already been absorbed by Britain. The
British government expects to admit
about 100,000 within the next few
months.

What is the significance of the news?

The problem of the Displaced Per-
sons (those who are willing to return
to their country but could not find
means to do so for many reasons) is
one of the serious problems of the world.
During the last war thousands of re-
fugees were forced to move to other
regions. At the end of the war they
found it impossible to return to their
respective countries because of the ra-
dical changes in the ci tances in

INDIA
Troubles begin to become
serious

India is again on the spotlight of in-
ternational news. The troubles in In-

dia’s three provinces — Kashmir, Ju-
ragadh, and Hyderabad — begin to have
internatiodal complications. Of the

three, Kashmir has the most serious
troubles. Kashmir is near the North-
West Frontier Province. It is ruled by
a Hindu. The Moslems in Kashmir are
against the union with the Dominion
of India. For this reason the Pakistan
Moslems invaded Kashmir from the
North-West Frontier Province. The in-
vaders now threaten to capture the cap-
ital. India troops, however, are bit-
terly defending Kashmir.

What is the significance of the news?

The Kashmir revolt is the latest ser-
ious outbreak in the struggles between
the Moslems and the Hindus since the
creation of the Dominion of Ipdia and
the Dominion of Pakistan on August 14,
1947. The main cause of the revolt was
the refusal of the Moslem population of
Kashmir to unite with the Dominion of
India. These recent troubles in Kash-
mir are significant because they occur
near the borders of Russia, China, and
Afghanist: If such disturbances con-

their homelands. The IRO has been
charged to take care of these refugees.

The lead taken by Britain is very
significant. She has taken the lead in
applying the ideas outlined in the IRO
project. Her experiment shows that
the problem of adjustment is not so dif-
ficult as expected. There is remarkably
a small nymber of misfits among the
DP’s, and there has been a marked de-
cline in the opposition of trade unions
to the ad of the displaced per-
sons. Public debates on the desirability
of admitting the DP’s are also cooling
off.

tinue Communist infiltration may easi-
ly be effected and when that comes the
peace of India will be at stake.

CHINA

New experiences for
a troubled nation

The end of 1947, known as the Year
of Decision, brought to troubled China
two new experiences which would form
historical landmarks in her history.
China’s first néw experience was the
national election, the first in her his-
tory. According to the Nanking reports,
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some 170 million people went to the,
polls to elect 3,044 members of the Na-
tional Assembly. The people voted for
three days — November 21, 22, and 23.
The elected members would elect the
new President of China. Women dJele-
gates to the National Assembly were
voted on November 21. Delegates re-
pr ting various prof — teach-
ing, law, medicine, etc., — were voted
on November 22. On November 23, geo-
graphical delégates were named. Over-
seas elections were discontinued in most
cases because of difficulties. The sec-
ond national experience of China was
the promulgation of a new constitution
on December 25, 1947.

What is the significance of the news?

The promulgation of the constitution
and the holding of the national election
are two landmarks in the contemporary
history of China. After 25 years of po-
litical “tutelage,” following the plan
conceived by the late Dr. Sun Yat Sen,
“Father of the Chinese Republic,” the
common’ people of China got their first
democratic break. Under the new con-
stitution the common man would enjoy
a specific number of civil rights and
individual liberties. The constitution
provides for equitable distribution of
land, protection and limitation of pri-
vate property, management of public
utilities by the government, allocation
for a definite percentage of the nation-
al budget for educational, scientific and
cultural purposes, adoption of a nation-
al insurance system, protection of wo-
men and child labor, and employment
for all able-bodied persons.

The holding of the national election
is very significant because it is the first
national experience of China as a demo-
cracy. What is important, wrote a ve-
teran foreign correspondent, is not the
outcome of the election but “the actual
holding of a national election.” JIn the
last election more than 500,000 scribes

were employed to help “write the names
of voters” who could not read nor write.

CEYLON
Another nation is born

One more Asiatic nation has become
independent — Ceylon. After 25 years
of hard political struggle Ceylon finally
succeeded in securing from Britain the
status of -a Dominion. The success of
Ceylon on the one hand and the policy of.
Britain on the other is a very unique
record in the history of colonialism.

What is the significance of the news?

In its editorial the Baltimore Sun
says: “Equally well, Ceylon’s new sta-
tus expresses the latest and profound-
ly changed era of Asia’s history. Com-
pletely self-ruled and externally inde-
pendent except for formal ties with Bri-
tain, Ceylon has merely attained what
Burma and India have been granted and
Indo-China and Indonesia are fighting
for.”

LATIN AMERICA

Air prograss in Chile, Ecuador,

and Cuba

Three Latin American countries are
intensively and extensively promoting
their aviation facilities and navigation.
Chile has assembled a treasure house of
aeronautical relics. The museum con-
tains exhibits depicting the develop-
ment of Chilean aviation since its be-
ginnings. The main reason for this
project is to make Chileans air-minded.
The government of Ecuador has recent-
ly authorized the signing of a contract
with the Skyways Intexnational Trad-
ing and Transport Compan'y and the
Latin American Airways, Inc. The two
companies are authorized to make trips
through Ecuador. Under the terms of
the contract, both companies must (1)
employ Ecuadorean co-pilots and (2)

(Please turn to page 222.)

220 *

Current Events Review, Jan. 1948



Science Marches On--

Rain-making simplified

It has been recently discovered that
rain may be produced by sprinkling the
clouds with water. This new method,
announced recently as entirely feasible
by Dr. Irving Langmuir of the General
Electric Research Laboratory, vastly
simiplifies the year-old method of dry-
ice seeding in so-called supercooled
clouds—clouds which approach the
freezing point.

With the new system, cumulus clouds
in the tropics and in many sections of
the temperate zones may be forced to
rain at will with the use of water and
plane.

Saran

Vinylide chloride, a new plastic fiber
made up of petroleum and cheap chlo-
rine gas, is stronger and less expensive
than nylon. This new fiber sheds mois-
ture and does not flame, rot, or mildew,
is tough and less expensive than nylon.
Named Sarap, this new synthetic fiber
is expected to become the most impor-
tant addition to the synthetic textile fi-
ber family, not excepting nylon.

The Dow Chemical Company started
producing Saran as material for making
window screens, upholstery in busses
and trolleys, and women’s handbags and
bhats. But beginning this year, 1948,
Saran will be available in extremely
fine hair-like soft fabrics.

Paper ““Linens”

Bed sheets, bath mats, washable tow-
els, and wrappers for wet objects may
be commercially made out of water-proof
paper. Developed during the war by

the United States National Bureau of
Standards for making maps durable un-
der all weather conditions, the paper
has unusual strength, achieved simply
by adding resin as bonding agent to the
ordinary woodpulp paper.

Study on correct brushing

The College of Dentistry of the Uni-
versity of Illinois will soon launch a
comprehensive study of the effects of
correct brushing of the teeth. More
than 2,000 school children in the sixth
and seventh grades will be made the
subject of a two-year study. The chil-
dren will, according to instructions,
brush their teeth each morning and af-
ternoon at school and at home after
the evening meal. The results are ex-
pected to compare the effects of den-
tifrices and to demonstrate the super-
iority of scientific brushing to hapha-
zard brpshing. The comparison will be
based on their relative power to pre-
vent dental decay.

Metal coating

A new coating material sprayed on
structures, — such as storage tanks,
bridges, water towers, harbor buoys, —
shields metals against’ moisture, acid
and alkali gases, fumes, and similar
causes of deterioration by providing a
coating many times thicker than paint.
Developed by the Arco Company, Cleve-
land, Ohio, the spray requires mini-
mum surface preparation. The only
drawback in its use is that it cannot
be used over bituminous substance.

Celestial radio

Recently two scientists at Harvard
(Continued on the mext page)
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gnificant World News . . .
(Contmued from page 220)

most of the office and maintenance per-
'sonnel must be Ecuadoreans. Cuba has
also granted several franchises to se-
veral companies for licensed air trans-
port service.

Venezuela opened to DP’s

Venezuela opened its doors to Dis-
placed Persons. The government has
already admitted 15,000, most of whom
are French, Spanish, and Italians. In
welcoming the first batch of immi-
grants, El Universal, Venezuela’s lead-
ing daily, said: “Those newcomers who
have come to rebuild their lives in Ve-
nezuela will find in this country an at-
mosphere conducive to the fulfillment
of their desires and aspirations.”

Guatemala puts into effect

the law on Saturday

half-holidays

The government of Guatemala re-

cently put into effect its new law limit-
ing working hours to 45 a week. The
new regulation provides that commer-
cial establishments employing ten or
more people must close on Saturday at
one o'clock in the afternoon and re-
main closed until the following Monday.
The law excludes, however, drug stores,
gas stations, florist shops, grocery
stores, soda fountains and lunch coun-
ters, bakeries and pastry shops, meat
and fish markets, vegetable and fruit
stores, dairies, and other establish t:

Science Marches On . . .
(Continued from page 221)

University, picked up radio waves be-
lieved to emanate from the sun. These
waves do not differ greatly from or-
dinary static. If this is true, these
waves could be used — with a direc-
tional antenna — as a guide in naviga-
tion baséd on the position of the sun
even under clouded skies.

Filterable virus

A ‘“filterable virus” has been disco-
vered by researchers of the State Health
Department of New York to be the
cause of gastro-intestinal infection, com-
monly known as intestinal fiue, Doctor
Herman E. Hilleboe reported.

Several outbreaks of epidemic of this
gastro-intestinal infection occurred in
New York State institution less than a
year ago. The disease is characterized
by diarrhea, often accompanied by vom-
iting, and usually by the absence of
fever. Symptoms ordinarily persist for
about three days. Dr. Hilleboe said
that the disease is not airborne, but is
highly infectious and can readily be
transmitted in water, milk, and food.

New treatment for Glaucoma
DFP (di-isopropyl fl hosphate),
a poison gas developed durmg the war,
is now being used medicinally to treat
gl an eye di which often
causes blindness, according to the re-
port handed recently by the Army

essential to the everyday welfare of the
people.

Peruvian school children
will plant trees

‘The government of Peruvia issued a
decree requiring all school children to
plant trees. From then on planting and
care-taking of trees would form a part
of children’s school activities. Commu-
nity authorities select the locations for
planting and finance the projects. This

Chemical Corps to the American Chem-
ical Society.

DFP causes the muscles of the eye
to contract the pupil to pin-point size
and the contraction relieves the pres-
sure of fluid that accumulates and
threatens to impair vision or even des-
troy sight. DFP is a compound of car-
bon, hydrogen, oxygen, fluorine and
phosphorus.

is done to make the project practical
for both the community and the school.
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Why Must Italy . . .
(Continued from page 200)

munists in the next national election
to be held in April. If the United
States help comes before the election,
then there is a good chance for the
Christian Democrats to gather more
votes. There is a keen struggle now
going on between the Christian Demo-
crats and the Communists. The Com-
munists under Togliatti are exerting
their efforts to strengthen their party
for the next election. It may be possi-
ble that the Italian Communists will
use force to attain their ends. Only
the next few critical months will tell
whether or not Italy will become a Com-
munist-controlled country.

Exercises to Develop Thinking

1. What are the problems of Italy
today? What brought about these
problems ?

2. Can you show the relation between
the economic problems of Italy and the
progress of democracy in Italy?

3. Give several reasons why Italy
needs outside help.

4. Do you think the Italians have a
chance to b a ful d a-
tic country after more than 20 years o:
Fascist rule? Why?

5. Poverty is the strongest ally of
the Communists.” Explain the meaning
of this statement.

6. Why should the democracies use
all their efforts to save Italy?
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‘What is the Future . . .
(Continued from page 210)

fear special responsibilities because of
their strength and resources. While
these responsibilities bring with them
special advantages, the great powers
must recognize that restraint is an es-
sential companion of power and privi-
lege. The, United Nations will never
endure if there is insistence on privi-
lege to the point of frustration of the
collective will.”

Study Helps

1. Is Marshall right in saying that
restraint is essential to the success of
the United Nations? Why?

2. Do you think that it is proper for
the rule of unanimity among the Big
Powers to go against the collective will
of 50 nations? Why?

What is the immediate need of
the United Nations?

The great handicap of the UN is that
it is functioning in a world different
from that conceived at San Francisco.
“What the UN has been called,” wrote
the Christian . Science Monitor, “is to
keep a peace that does not yet exist.
The UN has been called to be a referee
in a game: that has no rules, no boun-
dary lines, no clear objectives even.”

Study Helps
1. Is the statement true? Why?
2. What then is the immediate need
of the UN?

Struggle in Italy,” The New York
Times, October 12, 1947, p. Eb.

5. “Communist Shift in Italy and
France,” World Report Vol. 3, No. 16
(October 14, 1947) pp. 10-11.
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The Philippines and the . . .
(Continued from page 216)

terest of 4-1/2%. The high interest was
insisted on by the President so as to
encourage Filipino investors and to at-
tract hesitant capital.

Filipinos Training in the
United States

Two hundred and twenty-four Filipi-
nos are now undergoing training. in the
United States under the training provi-
sions of the Philippine Rehabilitation
Act of 1946, according to figures re-
leased by the State Department. All
these Filipinos enjoy first-class privil-
eges at the expense of the American gov-
ernment. They receive training in such
flelds as public health, engineering,
road-building and civil aeronautics. Be-
fore the expiration of the program in
1950, at least 500 Filipinos will have re-
ceived a minimum of a year of spécial-
ized training in the United States.

The Philippine Rehabilitation Act of
1946 was passed by the American Con-
gress in recognition of the gallantry of

An ideal textbook—

ECONOMICS For
Philippine High Schools

by Celeste, Capino & Ella
Complete, Elucidating,

Up-to-date.
Volume I—
First Semester ... .. P5.00
Vol. II---
Second Semester ... P5.00

At MANLAPAZ PUBLISH-
ING CO., 123 Reten,
Sampaloc, Manila
or at

LEADING BOOK STORES

How has Burma . . .
(Continued from page 214)

7. Do you think the inability of
Britain to defend Burma is an impor-
tant factor in granting Burmese free-
dom? Why?

8. What single factor brought about
the grant of Burmese freedom?

9. During the debate on the Bur-
ma bill in the House of Commons,
Churchill said that the grant of inde-
pendence to Burma would be followed
by bloodshed as in the case of India.
Do you believe this statement? Why?

10. Clement Attlee during the dgbate
on the Burma bill said: “I regret that.
Burma had decided against becoming a
British dominion.” Why does Attlee re-
gret the choice of the Burmese for in-
dependence?
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the Filipinos during the war against
Japan. Approximately £6,000,000 will
be spent by the American government
on training Filipinos in the United
States.

The training of Filipinos is underithe
supervision of 8 United States govern-
ment agencies — Public Roads Admin-
istration, the Army Corps of Engineers,
the Public Health Service, the United
States Maritime Commission, the Civil
Aeronautics Administration, the Weather
Bureau, the Fish and Wildlife Service,
and the Coast and Geodetic Survey.
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