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On .\1 iii tan· Traning Program 

.\Jaj. Canseco. proposes the adoption 
of 1nilitarr training program as an alert­
ness for the ne\\· republic of the Orient. 
The Philippine Islands \\"as just born 
yesterday to iace the problems of the 
universe. The time has arri,·ed for her 
to stand solidh· alone. She must be \\·ell 
able to defend herseli for some da,· an­
other nation may choo:'e htr once ~gain 
as the ,·ictim of insufficient strength as 
well as size and dcienseles.' people on 
earth. '\ o\\· is the time for tomorrow 
may be too late and she "·ill be the target. 

The aggressors will bcgi n again to use 
1·our o\\·n bachards as battle fronts to 
~xercise and display the horrible methods 
of tortures and inhuman destructions to 
blind the \\·orld. But let us bear in mind 
that 11·hen there is 11·ar. peace is being 
prepared. But \\"hen there is peace, \\"a ~ 
is also being prepared. It may take from 
five to thirty years period of time to 
come but still either is being prepared. 
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~li:'trt1~r hl'nn'l'll 11atin11" j, th ,· :..:n·.11-
t':-t rh1Tat to the corllcpt or "nr1t· \\ c.1rld" . 

.Sen:-ttor Proct•.;o ~t·ha :"- tiar1. rha in11 .1 11 11i 

the Philippi1w.; dl'ln.::ition to rlw l nirt·ll 
\"ation :o Ed11L;Hin11:d S1 ·il·1nitil· :111d l'1il · 
tt1;:d ()rg;rn iza~ion. 

Sl'naror ~l'h:t .... rian prt11H1 .... t·d rhar f(J 

"help di~pc] the mi~tnt :' t \\·hi1._·h LO!l1pl i­
ratl':-. inrer11;1tirn1:d re!atirHl"' . \\ e prnpo..;e 
t h l' gr:1d11al adoption h~ · all na tion' oi :1 

commo n medium ni \ 1.Titin~-at lea:'t ioi 

niiicial pt1rposc :-:. . he :'aid. 

"\\-l· al:'o \\·ill propO::>l' p11hlic:itio11 111 
i11tc:r11ational llt\\·:-;pa:rl'r. intcrnario11;tf 
radio broa<lca....;;t:' and r\ r hangc of :"-t11 -

dent::> bet\\·een unin•r:-;itil'"' of ditfrrent 
nation:- . 

".-\bo\·e all. \\"t' \\'ant to ..;ho\\· the 
\\·orld that :-;mall nation:' arl' ,,·illing to 
cooperate to cn:ate 'one ,,·orld' from the 
standpoints of educatin11, scienn· and nil· 
tu re." 

.\kmbers of the delegation th:it 1)·ill 
lean.' for Par is arc: Francisco ()rtr~a . 
speaker pro tem of the Philippine House 
of Representati,·cs; Senator Salipada 
Pendatum. Dr. c;abricl :\Ianalac. chair­
man of the '\ ational coinmittec on Edu­
cation. and Dr. Encarnacion Alzona. 
professor at the l'niversity of the Philip­
pines. 
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America must be read\· at all times in 
the iuture because she ,~-ill b~ on the spot. 

The next aggres.<or will recognize her 
a.< the chiei stumbling block to world con­
quest in two world wars passed. He will 
predicate all his plans on knocking Amer­
ica out iirst. He will helie\'e he ma\· 
be able to crush us before we can g~t 
readr to fight. \\"e are just simpletons 
ii we do not take cognizance oi these 
facts and go,·ern oursel\'es accordingly. 

The late Theodore Roose\'elt. ex-presi­
dent oi the L' nited Stares oiten urged, 
''Speak soirlr but carry a big stick!" 

George \\'ashingron ad"ised us to. 
"H3\·e a citizen-militia force of a suf­
ficient size and strength to be respectable 
in the e\"es oi our friends and ieariul in 
the eye; of those who might othern·ise 
become our enemies.'' 

Both of these great Americans had 
grasped an essential fact-peace without 
rower is a pipe dream! 

\Ve· must also bear in mind. too ·that 
war has become a business of ~peci~lists. 
\\Teapons ha,·e become fearfully complex. 
It takes months of time to train a raw 
boy to operate a gun turret in a Liberator 
bomber; to use a bazooka; to fire ar­
rillerr; to dri,·e tanks, ro fir planes; to 
handle machine guns. \Vhen "·e are 
<uddenlr attacked, we will not have 
time to mobilze to train. \Ve will onlv 
ha,·e time to mobilize to fight. Th.e 
C nh·ersal 11ilitary Training Program 
will pile up for us a lot of critical time 
that will be precious to us in the hour 
of national need. 
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In appraising the merits of the uni­
\'ersal 1Iilitary Training plan for the 
L7 nited States, ad\'ocated bv the Ameri­
can Legion, it is well to adj;1st our think­
ing to grim new developments and facts. 

For great number of yean; Americans 
have looked upon the Atlantic and Pa­
cific oceans as our own God-given na­
tural defense barriers against all foreign 
attacks. \Ve have also looked upon the 
British na,·r in conjunction with our own 
to supplement those natural defenses. But 
things have changed suddenly. 

\\7orld \Var II has been a laboratorv 
for the development of "i:he science n'f 
modern warfare. It has been too good 
a laboratory. 

From it, have come war planes flying 
faster than sound, robot bombs, rocket 
planes, electronics, amphibious operations, 
all of which even in their present in­
fancy, already have literally stripped 
America of her defensive armor-the 
oceans, hte mountains and the deserts. 
In the next war there will be no natural 
barriers am·where in the world to bar 
military operations. 

In the next war it will be possible to 
bombard cities across the ocean by radar 
and electronic controlled artillery, robot 
bombs or rocket planes. Vast armies will 
be transported in giant aerial troop car­
riers. Speed such as we have not even 
dreamed of will mark attacks .. 

We know these things are coming be­
cause that is the way they are shaping 
up the world today. 

We must also accept the facts that the 
wars will come again. History continues 
to repeat itself. In the face of this knowl­
edge we, as a nation, cannot and must 
not stick our heads into the sand in the 
naive belief that if by effort we blind 
ourselves to approaching danger, it will 
not come to us. 

Our responsibility is to appraise all 
these conditions realistically. When we 
rate the sobering facts at their grim 
ya)ue, only one conclusion is possible. 
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