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Varsity eagers on the hardcourt, sluggers on the diamond, 
sprinters on the track, and other men of bronze, are all spectacular 
college heroes. They make big names for their schools — big ad-
vertisement.

College athletics is all very well—if it is kept within sane limits. 
But many Philippine colleges are making professionals out of their 
athletes. They do not set academic standards for the continuance 
of their players on their terms. So long as a player is good, nothing 
else matters. Let him flunk in all his subjects, let him learn nothing 
from the classroom, let him do all this and more, so long as he plays 
well. The point is not the education that he gets. It is the kind of 
play that he gives.

The spirit of the amateur is gone. Our Philippine college teams 
do not now generally differ from the teams of soft drinks and steam-
ship and wax companies.

And the spirit of athleticism, which has replaced the spirit of 
the amateur, becomes readily apparent when one compares the treat-
ment of athletes to that of people with intellectual gifts. See if there 
is any sense of proportion in it — find out if there is any reason. 
Take the case of scholarships, for instance. What is the score in it? 
It is: In a class of 500, in most cases, only two get scholarships—and 
only free tuition for the first, and half free tuition for the second. 
Under this set-up, a stupid athlete has infinitely better chances to 
continue in college than has a financially handicapped genius.

We hold no brief against athletics — amateur athletics. But we 
do hold a brief for justice and reason and fairness, which all point 
against athleticism.

Schools, tve are told, are supposed to encourage and turn out 
intellectuals — people with plenty of brains. But what are they 
doing towards this end? Nothing much. In extreme cases, nothing 
at all.
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If schools believe that good athletic teams deserve support and 
encouragement (we do not here pass judgment upon the wisdom or 
unwisdom of this belief), should they not also believe that intellec-
tual achievements merit the same — if not more — attention? Do 
not topnotchers and big name writers and artists mean anything to 
a school, a center of learning and culture? (ive are told) If the an-
swer to these questions be negative, may God save us all!

We do not pretend to be potcerful. You know we are not. We 
cannot implement changes by our own volition. This editorial there-
fore is only a statement of facts. Take it or leave it.
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But we do hope that someday, when Philippine colleges shall 

have ceased to be cheap circuses and become real colleges, academic 
standards will prevail, and desserts will be given ivhere they are 
due. #
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