B A significast position paper on “[mstatustionsl [ntegrity™
way sdopted wnasamously on October L1, 1066 by the
Federation of Reglonal Accrediting Commisslons of Higher
Edutation, meeting in New Orleans. The fedetation is
mpcend of the Middle Statex Amociation of Collegm
ond Secondmy Schosls, New nd Association of Col-
Jeges and Becondary Schooks, h Cemral Assecistion
of Colleger snd Secindery Scheels, Northwest Awociation
of Secondary sod Higher Schools, Southern Associstion
of C:lleges and Schools, end Western Associntion of Scheols
and Colleger. The complete statestent follows:

INSTITUTIONAL INTEGRITY

By academic tradition and
hilosophical principle an
institution of higher learning
Is committed to the pursuit
of truth and to s commu-
nication to others.

To carry out this essential
commitment calls for institu-
tional integrity in the way a
college or university manages
its affairs — specifies its goals,
selects and retaing fs faculey,
admits  students, establishes
curricula, determines pro-
grams of research, fixes its
fiedds of service.

The maintenance and exer.
cise of such institutional in-
tegrity postulates and requires
appropriate autonomy and
freedom.

Pur positively this is the
freedlom 10 examine data, 0
question assumptions, tw be
guided by evidence, 1o teach
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what one knows - to be a
learner and a scholar. Put
negatively this is a freedom
from unwanted harassment
which hinders or prevents a
coliege or university lrom get-
ung on with its essential
work.

A college or university must
e managed well and remain
solvent, but it is not a busi
ness or industry. It must be
concerned with the needs of
its community and state and
country but an institution of
higher learning is not 2 poli-
tical nor a social ser-
vice. It must be morally res.
ponsible, but even when
church related, it is not a re-
ligion nor a church.

A ool or university is
an institucion of higher learn.
ing Those within it have
as a [lirst concern evidence



and truth rather than parti.
cular judgments of institu.
tional benefactors, concerns

of churchmen, public

opinion, social ure, or

political proscription,
Relating to this general

concern and corresponding (o
intellectual  and academic
freedom are correlative res.
ponsibilities. On the part of
trustees and  administrators
there is the obligation to pro.
tect faculry and students from
ina Mte  presure;  or
destructive harassments.

On the part of the faculty
there is the obligation o dis-
tinguish personal conviction
from proven conclusions and
to present relevant data fair.
ly to stydents because this
same freedom asserts their
rights to know the facts.

On the part of students
there is the obligation to sift
and 10 question, to be active.
fy involved in the life of the
institution  but involved as
learners at appropriate levels.
The determination and exer.
cise of pro ibilities
will be related to the students’
status as undergraduate, pro-
fessional, or graduate stu-
dents,

Intellectual freedom does
not rule out commitment; ra-
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ther it makes it possible and
personal.  Freedom does not
1equire neutrality on the part
of the individual nor the edu.
cational institution — certain-
ly not w\;n;ds the 1ask of in-

wiry and learning, nor 1o
3a:1 d:e‘ value sys':&m which
may guide them as persons or
as schools,

Hence institutions may
hold to a particular political,
social, or religious philosophy
# may individual faculty
members or students.  Bat w0
be true to what they profess
academically, individuals and
institutions must remain in-
tellectually free and allow
others the same freedom to
pursue truth and to distin.
guish the pursuit of it from
a commitment 1o it,

All  concerned  with  the
good of coll and univer.
sities will seek for ways to
support their institutional in-
tegrity and the exercise of
therr a iate autonomy
and fr . In particular,
the Federation and the re-

ional commissions, which

ve a particular responsibi

lity to look at an institution

in ds totality, will always

give serious attention to this

and quality of institu.

tional life so necessary for
its well-being and vitaluty,
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