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14th Annual Meeting Hears
President Cavender’s Report

New directors chosen at the well attended
14th annual meeting of the ehamber of commerce
Iriday, January 26, are John IX. Wilson and
President and General Manager Verne E. Miller
of the Philippine Edueation Co., Inc.  Director
. A. Mever was reelected.  Directors Wilson
and Miller succeed Leo K. Cotterman and W. L.
Applegate, former directors,

The following alternnte directors were elected:
L. ID. Lockwood, Maniln lawyer and president
of the Pampanga Bus Company, Inc.; F, [l
Hale, president amd general manager of the
Hale SLOC Compuny, Ine.; E. 1. Mesorley, of
the International Harvester Company of Phil-
ippines; aml 2. R. Hawthorne, president and
general manager of the Hamilton Brown Shoe
Company, Ine.

In their meeting following the annual meeting
of members, the directurs reclected Director
H. M. Cavender to the presidenay of the chamber
of commerce, and Director Kenneth B. Day
to succeed C. ¥, Sulmon as vice-president, while
Director John L. Headington wus reelected
treasurer and Director Wilson secretary.,

Addrescing the annual meeting of members,
President Cavender said in part:

“There were many new bills presented in the
Legislature which, il same hnd been approved,
would have seriously affected muany lines of busi-
ness, however, as well known, the presiding
officers of the two branches of the Legislature
closed the sessivn promptly at 12 o'clock mid-
night the last duy. This action left hundreds
of bills that were not approved by hoth houses.
O those upproved there were only about eight
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in which the Chamber, on hehalf of its members,
was seriously interested. Six of Lhe Bills in
question heing:

Senate Bill 317, creating & Bonrd aml making
nebitration ol strikes and lockouts upon both
employer and luborer;

Senate Bill 318, to give the Insular Treasurer
supervision over persons amil companies selling
speculntive securities;

Serate Bill 374, Sugar Limitation Bill;

House Bl 2982, exempting [rom the Salesy
Tux produets sold on the Boards of Trade;

House Bifl 3127, authorizing the collection
of berthing fees from foreign and coastwise
stenmers;

House Bl 322,
Law,

amending the Corporation

“These billzs were vetoed by llis Lxcellency,
the Governorc-Uienernl.  There were two Bills,
however, that prssed the Legisliture nnd were
upproved by the Governor-General that vitally
affect business interexts.

“The brst of these bills is Sennte Bill 155,
to regulate Lhe =ale of chattels by instnllment.
The second was House Bill 3100, establishing
an eight hour working duy for certuin classes
of luborers,  Strenuous  effurts were  exerted
by your Board of Direclors to secure a veto
of both these mensure but to no avail.  The
results of both of these bills are yet to be seen.

"I'he restriction of installment sales will vitally
affeet. muny of the business establishments of
the lslwnds and, while it may be true there
were some abuses under the former systen of
sales by installments, still it is believed that new
ferm= nond conditions that might be imposed
will preve very ourroud to both sellers and pur-
chas=ers in many instances,

“The Ilight Hour Law hecomes effeetive March
1=t, 124 aml it ix the firm beliel of the 1irector-
ate of this Chamber that it will canze nx much
dissatislaction among lnborers a2 it will among
employers. It is known that many firms whose
Liborers now work nine or more hours daily
will naturally reduce the pny of the laharers at
o rate which the eight hour day demands.  Le-
ports have been received which show that some
small industries will be foreed to make drastie
reductions in their former wages paid laborers
or go out of busine The law, however, if
conscientiously administered may not prove
Erojudic:ll to the majority of employers of lahor

ut there are possibilities in its interpretation,
if ndministered by persons dispesed to harp on
technicalities may make it & very onerous means-
ure to industry in general.  Already our Secre-
tary has asked the Ofliee of the Governor-CGeneral
for a dehnition of the word “laborers”. A
reply was received Lo the effect that the definition
of laborers is set forth in the Lahorer's Compen-
sation Aet and undoubtedly this will govern
under the Eight Hour Bill.
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Wark uxthe Other Chambers:

“There were four meetings of the Joint Com-
mittee of the Maniln Chambers of Commerce
during the year and it acted on mudters whieh
affeet the bhusiness community.

Changes in Membership:

“During the year there has been considerable
aclivity in the matter of strengthening our
membership, hoth Active and Associate. There
were six Aetive Memberships transferred from
the Dormant list amd seven Associate Members
were ndmitted to membership. 1t s believed
that ax time goes on there will be more persons
and entities desiring to join our Chamber.

Chamber of Commerce Journal:

“The aetivities of the Journa have been carriec
on as usuul. There has been some [lalling off
in both advertising and subscriptions but ne-
thing to an alarming degree.

Charity Work:

“T'he calls on the Chamber for assistance have
considerably inereased during the past year.
This was due Lo & great extent in the reduction
and, in many cazes, cancell:tion of pensions to
Wur Veterans.

“We still huve some professional panhandlers
bothering us who don’t want work and are
content to go from oftice to office and house to
house begeing for money. ‘The Secretary has
issued wurnings to members reguesting them to
send all persons soliciting funds to the Chamber
where sume will be investigated and acted upon.

“Lvery transport sailing from Manila carries
n quoty of indigents. The Chamber has paid
the subsistence cost for more than a dozen

ersons sent awny on the transport during the
ast yeur.

General Conditions:

"*As everyone knows there has been political
turmoil raging in the Philippine Islands during
the entire year. The Hawes-Cuiting Bill was
not accepled by the Philippine Legislature and
it expired on the 17th of this month. The con-
sequences are that political conditions are just
as upsct now as they were a year ago. This
turmoil is injuricus to business.  No definite
plana can be made for the future either by our
merchants or those interested in the develop-
ment of natural resources.  Our products, with
the exception of sugar, are selling at extremely
low prices.  [emp is low and copra the lowest
it has been in years.  In [act in muny instances,
producers of these articles refuse to harvest
their erops as the expense of getting the produce
to market is greater than the price that can be
reulized on same.

“It is believed that there wae a general im-prove
ment in commercinl lines during the past year
over the conditiona of 1932, however, our im-
ports of merchandise have greatly decreased.
Our products are threatenced by proposed legis-
lation and administrative action in the United
states,

“I'here are movements on foot among the
produeers und manufacturers of the United
States to limit the amount of sugar, cordage,
coconut and tohacco produets that may enter
the United States free of duty. If any of these
movements hecome effeciive they will direetly
aflect our business in an adverse way. It is
thought that this Chamber should maintain
an aggressive policy in the matler of opposing
inimieal measures now heing considered in
Washington.”
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