“MY DEAR, yon women of the

Philippines do not realize how
lucky you are. You ought to be
grateful for so many things that
are denied other women in many
countries,” and elderly American
woman whom we interviewed when
she and her distinguished hushand
made a stop-over in Manila while
traveling around the world last
year, told us,

“From what I have read and
heard about you Filipino womeun,
you enjoy a most enviable position
not only in your homes but also
in your communitics. You enjoyv
the same educational opportunities
as the men, all professions are open
to you, and as I understand it, al-
though you cannot vote, you exert
a great deal of influence in poli-
ties,” she continued. She pointed
out to us many other things for
which we Filipino women ought to
be grateful. She made us feel <o
unappreciative of them all.

Yes, taken as a group, the Fili-
pino women may be considered very
lueky, especially last vear, We
were enfranchised (the women of
Eecuador were in danger of losing
their right to vote at the same
time); our country was peaceful
and comparatively speaking, pros-
perous, hence we women enjoved
a life of seeurity anid ecase. We
have only to think of the women
in Spain and China and Japan to
realize how lucky we weve.

Individually, what have our wom-
en to he thankful for last year?
We interviewed women in all walks
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of life at random and the answers
below which we have selected may
be considercd representative.

We always pas< by Mrs. Eulogzio
Rodrigues’s store on our way to
the bus station and alwavs see ber
at her desk—very busy with papers
and customers. We dropped in at
her store one day and before she
could excuse herself, shot the ques-
tion at her.  She thought a little
and then said that she was grateful
for everything that happened {o
her and her family last year hut
mostly for these: business was good
(<he is the proprietor of a firearms.
munitions and sporting goods store
and of a wasoline station); her
eldest son was clected governor nf
the province of Rizal; and her
children {she has seven) who had
finished studying tast year imme-
diately found jobs,

Mrs, Rosenda Villavoman Ocam-
attorney for La Estrella del
Norte, was looking very wan and
weak when we went to see ber, also
unexpectedly, at her office,  She
had just reeovered from an attack
of the flu, she explained. “But T
zot laid up after new year, so let
us not include this illness among
the things T do not have to be
thankful for last vear”” Amony
the numerous things last vear, she
is grateful for now, this one stands
out: she did not get canght in the
stock market “ctash”. She considers
this a piece of real Juck, and it came
about this way: her friends and
relatives had convineed her to in-
vest some money in mining stoeks

po,

Mrs. Ewlogio Rodriguez, wife,
mother and business woman, gives
three reasons to be Uankful for
last year.

Atty, Rosenda Villaroman
Ocampo is thankful she was not

canght
“crash.”

n

the stock market
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and play in the stock market as
they were doing. However, before
she became really interested, some
trouble occurred in ler department
at La Estrella del Norte and it
kept her very busy. Pressure of
work made her sell all her stocks,
with some profit, and give up her
dabbling in the stock market. Then
the “‘crash” ecame. Needless to
say she was grateful for the trouble
whieli arose in her office.

Mrs. Ocampao’s case may be con-
sidered exeeptional, considering the
fact that too many women had heen
unable to sell before the stock
market slump and therefore lost
much, if not all, of their invest.
ments.

And this reminds us of a class-
mate we met on the Escolta to
whom we shot the same question,
“YWhat do you have to he thankful
for last vear?” as soon as we gof.
within her hearing.  “Thankful?
Nothing! In fact I have too many
things not to he thankful for last
vear, I gave up a steady job in a
well-established firm for a sup-
posedly high-salaried one in a new-
ly formed corporation which T
thought was going to last, and now,
after less than six months, here T
am—jobless!”  The newlvy formed
corporation had gone pfft! like so
many  other corporations  that
sprung up like mushrooms after a
thunder shower., She was lucky
though, she said, that she got one
half of the salary promised her
while others got nothing at all.

Mrs. Lyvdia Villanueva Arguilla, '
heing a writer, is articulate (in
writing) and sent us this list:

I've never been a good aceount-
ant, especially of time. So I can’t
be expeeted to turn in a complete
halance sheet of the things Year
1937 brought me. However, I do
remember a few and obvious things
that eame in for me last vear:

365 davs of added wisdom and
experience (I hope), which ineluded
52 Sundays, and extra holidays
made vare and attractive for having
been strategically sprinkled over
300 working days and more;

My fourth vear of living with
a tolerahly pleasant man:

One new  friendship, and one
vear's mellowing added to an ol

A playful pappy named MMr.
Smith

A year'’s evop of faint and fine
Jittle lanvgh and worry  wrinkles
that will show to bhetter advantage

(Continued on page 35)



Maisita, Janaacy, 1958

former capital of Nationalist Chi-
na, supplanting the Chiang Kai-
shek regime.  The “Antonomous
Commission” is under the chair-
manship of Tao Hsi-shan, a phil-
anthropist, aged 61 vears. The
commission in¢ludes two viee- ehair-
men and eight members,

A Chinese official statewment from
Hankow confirmed veports from
reliable sources in Nanking that
mass killings of civiliuns took place
after the Japanese occupation of
Nanking, including an invasion of
so-called  “safetv-zones” for re-
fugees.

Christmax  {ound peace in
China. Bellizevents on all fronts
continued tearing at one another’s
throat. (ieneralissimo Chiang Kai-
shek and his wife who are Chris-
tians, spent Christmas day at
army  headquavters at an  undis-
closed place in the Yangtze valley.

The new wear began with the
Chinese air forve staging a come-
back in Nonking. Chinese planes
roared into action against the Jap-

no

anese, destroving two grounded
Nipponese planes. Tive days la-

ter, twenty Japanese plancs, in-
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cluding giant bombers and small
pursuit ships, dropped 200 hombs
over Hankow, JMost of the hombs
were aimed at the militavy field
but did little damage. Only two
old Chinese planes were hombe:d
while aground.

Japanese ufficials commenced
last January Tth strict censorship
of all radio and cable messages
flowing in and out of Shanghai.
The Nipponese cmbassy spokesman
snid the regulation was directed
primavily at private messages, but
press dispatehes ave also being cen-
sored,

Premier Konoye of Japan sounght
an understanding with the cabinet
{o continue the Sino-Tapanese war
for 4 vears more. A four-year re-
plenishment plan ix being prepared
for presentation to parliament, The
program demands the closest co-
operation from industrial, financial
and cconomic interests and stresses
development of heavy industries.

A Chinese government spokesman
sharply denied the offieial Tokyo
intimations that China had prepar-
ed peace terms for submission to
Japan.

The Japanese announeed on Jan-
vary 10 the capture of the historic
city of Tsingtao without any resis-
tance.

The Tmperial conference held in
the presence of Fmperor Hirohito
drafted a China policy which was
held in the striekest seereey. Tt was,
however, helieved in authoritative
quarters that .Japan is bent on
smashing the Chiang Kai-shek. re-
gime in China.

THANKS. ..
(Continued from page 8)
in my later vears;

A box and a fan of sandalwood,
a love letter, and a thin wrist ehain
with an agate heart being chased
around by a tiny wire-haired ter-
rier;

A bad ease of indigestion that
set in well toward the Jast days of
and is being carried on
in the new;

A nice new bankbook showing
the initial, solitary, munificent entev
of P10;

And a fresh bateh of wood in-
tentions for 1938,

How did an ordinary (we meaun,
typical) housewife fare last year?
A mother of three children whosw
hushand is a government c¢mplovee
is grateful that her hushand’s sa-
lary whieh was cut about two year:
ago was restored last vear to its
former level; her three children,
her hushand and herself were all
in good health, and therefore, saved
money whiech would had been speat
on doctor’s fees and medicines; that
all the needs of her family were
taken care of without her having
to streteh her husband’s income too
mueh,

The pretty salesgirl at the Phil-
ippine  Edueation (second floor)
who was serving us confided to us

that she was grateful for the fol-
lowing: that in spite of difficultias
she encountered in her job, she was
able to perform her work to the
satisfaction of the manager who
took her in as an extra during the
Christmas rush a year ago (now she
is a regular employee); that her
companions in the office had heen
good to her—helping her when she
was new, that all her brothers and
sistors found johs—one in the army,
one in an attorney’s office, one
in 2 drugstore, so that their pa-
rents need no longer support them:
that she was in good health.

A lady physiclan was too busy
to think of any particular thing
she is grateful for—she is gratefn!
for evervthing that happened last
vear, even for little aceidents and
wisfortunes, which might had been
fatal.  She supposed she ought to
be grateful for the illnesses of her
patients bul she was not, even if
these people eould afford to be
siek.

Lola, who coelebrated, with her
over-seventy-vear-old hushand. the
zolden anniversary of their wed.

ding, was very voeal ahout her
gratefulness to God Almighty wha
had granted her one more year
of grace on this earth. “Yes, I am
very glad to have lived last vear.
T voted at the plebiscite for wom-
an suffrage and then again at the
last eleetion. T never thought T
would live long enough to witness
the day when we women would
vote,l! she said.  We wish you
could hear Lola express herself in
the picturesque langnage of the old.
We found one more reason why
Lola was glad she lived through
last vear, It seems that somebody
liad told her that couples who ce-
lebrate the golden anmiversary of
their weddings and then have their
pictures taken always dic during
the year when the anniversary i<
celebrated. Lola did not believe
in this superstition and went ahea |
with the celebration and the pic-
ture-taking. And now she is still
alive to tell that “searer”, “I told
you so....”

We wish also you could henr
our lavandera when we put the
question of gratefulness to her.
“Ay, naku, po! God was mereiful
cnough in His Heaven to protect
us humble sinners during the last
typhoon. It not for His infinite
mercey, the winds would have blown
away our humble dwelling of nipa
and hamboo. In spite of the
strong winds and the heavy raips
which penetrated into the house,
wetting us all, we refused to leave
our rocking dwelling but remainesl
in it, praying. Now I come to Ma
nila every Friday and light a can-
dle in Quiapo church out of thank-
fulness to the Nazarene. And be-
cause of God’s merey, we never
lacked work last year......"” she
went on and on enumerating all
the mereies (which to this humble
person were great) last vear for
which she is so thankful now.

Thus, no matter what her station
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in life, every woman has something
to be thankful for last year. Even
the girl who lost her job; she is
much wiser now. All we interviewed,
were thankful for enjoying good
health—this heing always the first
they mentioned,
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