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Philippines

With the Legislature.

Most of the bills presented are
petitions by representatives for insular
aid in their recpective districts.

A higher tax on money lenders may
be voted.

A report on the illegality. of Audit-
or Wright, withholding the £1,000.000
for the Independence Commission, was
approved of.

The calamity fund, previously veto-
ed by the Governor General, was again
voted for.

Much time was spent in the Senate
to censure the Secretary of the Interi-
or, Hon. Mr. Agoncillo, and the fight
between the Legislature and the Secre-
tary has nct come 1o an erd yet.

More taxes may be imposed on luxu-
ries, such as automobiles ard jewel-
ries (up to July 30th. 13,563 motor
vehicles have been registered in the
Philippines).

Senator Fonacier would cut tive per,

cent all Goverment salaries above
$1,200 a year to save £1,000,000a year.
A planis under consideration to
extend primary instruction, but would
cut the allowances for high schools.
30 representatives asked an investi-
gation of the insular penitentiary and
its administration of the penal colonies
in Zamboanga and Palawan.
Fonacier says $£1,000,000 or more are
wasted by the Government Bureaus.
Additional funds were asKked to re-
inforce the insular personnel, which

has to watch theincreasing number of
cecret societies.

Legal age for both men’and women
to marry would be 18 years. Befcre
that age, the consent of the parents or
tutors would be required, but marriage
would be absolutely forbidden to boys
under 14 years of age and to girls vn-
der 12. Nobady would be allowed to
marry. exceft after havirg obtaincd
from a judge a due license and after
the proposed contract has been made
public for a certain number of days, in
the places where the candidates live
and have lived. More changes may
be added but, seeing the opyosition of
the lower house to certain measures
rendering divorce easier, the discussion
may last so long that the legislature
has no time during the present session
1o vote the tinal bill.

Senator Alejandrino haviny beende-
prived t y the Fenate of his emoluments
for one year, appealed to the Supreme
Court which deemed she had no power
to interfere in this.senate’s decision.
wherefore Alejandrino will argeal to
the Supreme Court of the U. S.

A move to reduce the number of
representatives in the Legislature was
defeated. The reduction would have
made an economy for the taxpayers of
more than 200,000 a year.

A bill will be introduced asking for
compulsory teaching of religion in the
public schools, the parents and pupils
having the right to ask for religious
instruction if they prefer.



Are better times for the Philip-
pines in view?

The famine in Cagayan and Nueva
Vizeaya has ended: these provinces
had an abundant crop of corn. North-
ern Luzon has besides an excellent
crop of tobacco which sells at good
prices.

A great increase of sugar production
is foreseen for the coming year and
sugar prices are going up. The Gov-
ernment will inspect more closely the
copra for exportation: this will restore
the confidence of the buyers in this
Filipino product.

The anthrax epidemy which killed
thousands of labor animals these last
months in Central Luzon has been
wiped out.

The Antamok (Benguet) goldmine
made a net profit of about half a mil-
lion pesos during the first six months of
the year.

The Government economized P27,
000,000 from January to July. The
railroad made a profit of P1,300,000
during 1923. The Philippine National
Bank made ¥P2,700,000 in sugar but
ends 1923 with a deficit of P600,000.

The first big shipment of Cebu cem-
ent has left for the U.S. If the foreign
sources of fresh beef are eliminated,
as intended by Congress, the livestock
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industry will increase rapidly. (The to-
tal number of cattle excluding carabaos
in the P.I. was only 810,000 in 1922,
while the number of those slaughtered
during the same year in Manila alone
was 24,888).

Agriculture should be more devel-
oped: of the 55% agricultural land in
the P.I. only- 15% is -cultivated. The
60,000 unemployed actually in the most
important cities of the country could
easily find a good livingin agriculture,
and contribute to the welfare of the
Islands.

Last July the import exceeded ex-
ports to the amount of P7,000,000. If
P500,000 loss was caused by the last
typhoon, the earthquakes, which last-
ed several days since theend of August
on the eastern coast of Mindanao,
caused much more damage.

o
From here and there.

Senators Quezon and Osmefia were
received by the League of Nations at
Geneva on the 25th of August.

Senator Osmefa visited the Holy Fa-
ther in Rome,

Young ladies of Manila have organ-
ized a crusade to teach every Saturday
afternoon Catholic Doctrine to poor
children. May their example spread
over all the towns in the Philippines.

Foreign

The most important intermational
event this last month has been  the
agreement betweer the former World-
war-allies and Germany upon the Da-
wes’ plan of payment by Germany to
the Allies. The German and French

premiers had some difficulties in hav-
ing the agreement approved by their
respective legislatures, but the univer-
sal desire for some definit conditions
of peace gained the upperhand. So
even the legislatures of the countries
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concerned in the new treaty approved
the London conference.

As a consequence France and Bel-
gium evacuated a few towns of the
occupied Ruhr.

At a certain moment peace seemed
to be endangered by the threat of the
German chancellor to proclaim to the
world that the responsibility of the
world-war was not on Germany’s side.
A well directed note of England and
France drove away the thunderbolt.

Germany according to the Dawes’
plan wrote out a 40,000,000 gold mark
loan, and even France promised to
subscribe for a part of it.

If Germany has won in the deal, the
Allies have won in this way that they
stick now closer together to enforce
upon Germany the faithful execution
of the London conference, a thing
which was not done to enforce the
Treaty of Versailles and which wasthe
cause of the long delay of Germany to
pay her debts to the Allies.

As a consequence of the London
conference, it may be said, France and
England through the mouth of their
premiers, pledged their willingness
and invited other countries of Europe,
before the League of Nations at Ge-
neva, to submit to forced arbitration in
case of a dispute between the different
nations who adhere to the League;
but the question was left unsolved, as
no agreement could be arrived at
about the forces to be sent by each
nation, member of the League of
Nations, in case one of the disputants
refused to abide by the decision of the
arbiter.

This is perhaps the beginning of the
establishment of a kind of United
States of Europe and a security for a
more lasting European peace.

ot

For weeks many of the Filipino
laborers at Hawai have gone onstrike,
Of course much misery exists among
the strikers. Lately some Hawaiian

policemen were sent by the local au-
thorities to deliver from a camp of
strikers some laborers willing to re-
turn to work. A row followed in
which 4 policemen and 19 Filipinos
were killed.

It hasoften beenseen that aftersome
bloodshed, strikes came to a sudden
end. Let us hope that the Filipino
laborers too will soon get satisfactory
conditions, enabling them to return to
their work and lessening their hard-
ships.

S

Moroceo has been a thorn in the
foot of Spain for a long time. These
last days Moroccan rebels again and
again have attacked the Spanish forces
and at the beginning of September
killed 70 Spanish soldiers.

E ]

China is again in the grip of civil
war. In China, although there isa
central Government at Peking, each
province is more or less indevendent
in proportion to the ambition of the
provincial Governors, who of course
may clash with their neighboring
Governors.

This happened between the Govern-
ors of Chekiang and Kiangsu. Since
the last half of August these two
provinces are up in arms against each
other.

Shang-hai being near the battlefield,
the foreign powers gathered a few
battleships and landed a few hundred
marines to defend the interests and
the lives of their subjects in that town
and around it. The Central Govern-
ment would help the Kiangsu Govern.
or, but the governor of Manchuria
threatens the Peking Government
with his armies in case the Central
Government aids Kiangsu.

Up to the 15th of Sept. little real
fighting has been done, but nobody can
foretell the future consequences, if the
foreigners be attacked. This civil war
will have at least thisimmediate effect



that most of the bandits, who are le-
gions all over the celestial empire, will
enrol] as soldiers with the belligerents,
hoping for some free abundant looting
and a general pardon of their crimes
in the past as bandits.

Once the civil war is over, most of
the soldiers dismissed will become
bandits to plunder the innocent citi-
zens and some missions.

If, however, the foreigners inter-
vene, the consequences for foreigners
in China might be terrible for some
time.
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The revolution in Honduras seems
to have come to an end, thru lack of
ammunition among the rebels. Never-
theless the U. S. has landed 100 mar-
ines to protect American lives and
properties.

In the mean time, the revolution in
Georgia and Arzubijan (two former
independent states in south eastern
Russia, taken possession of by the So-
viet Government) seems to have won
an almost complete victory against
the Soviets.

P

Is It Myself or Sombody Else?

In a certain hotel, an Irishman, as
gay as a lark, and as witty as Irish-
men alone can be, passed a great deal
of the evening telling stories and
eracking jokes to his cosmopolitan
audience teeming with laughter. The
hotel was about a mile from the town
where he had to take an early train
next morning.

On going 10 bed he beckoned to one
of the servants to call him early in the
morning. All right, said the servant.
Then the servant thought a plan. A
nigger as black as a chimney lodged in
the same hotel. At midnight —the
golden hour for sleep, and when Mr.
Pat was sleeping the sieep of the just,
snoring like a rhinoceros with a cold
in his head, the servant stole in noise-
lessly with'a pot of black lead and
brush in hand. She well knew how

Faith comes by hearing, says the apostle: not,
Faith comes first, then understanding.

to paint and polish her stoves, so she
did the same trick on Paddy, painting
his face and hands, leaving only the
white of his eyes and pink of his lips
untouched.

At 3 o’clock a. m., a very dark and
early hour for Irish people, she knock-
ed violently at Pat’s bedroom door,
saying, “Quick! quick, Sir, it is past
time.”’

No doubt, Pat jumped up, seized his
clothes, jumped into them, took his
suit-case, and off he went withouteven
washing himself so as to be in time
for the train. Passing by a glazier’s
fabric he was tempted to look at him-
self to see if he were up to the mark
before getting into the train. ‘“‘How
urifortunate I am! cried he.” ‘That
crazy servant instead of awaking me,
awoke the nigger.”’

therefore, by sight.

The Catholic Church makes her children chaste by giving them the Bread
of Angels for their food and Mary for their nursing Mother.



