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SUMMER -WANDERLUST 
"S UMMER is ycumen in" goes the 

old English song, and this may 
well be the cue for people to go 

on vacation and see their country and 
others. 

For the well-heeled Filipino tourist it 
is faraway places beginning with Hong­
kong, on to Japan and then the United 
States to the east; or Singapore, Thai­
land, · the Middle East, and Europe to 
the west. The more adventurous track 
the exotic places like the South Seas or 
even mainland China or Siberia. In 
any case the wanderlust comes during 
these months, and the home-bound ones 
need not despair about not being able 
to leave the country. 

People from other lands consider the 
Philippines exotic enough, and they come 
by boat and by air, usually by air. It 
takes foreign tourists to make Filipinos 
appreciate the local sights, and except 
for an item here and there the bro. 
chures do depict the attractions faith­
fully enough. 

Mayon is indeed a volcano with a 
perfect cone; the engineering of the 
lfugao terraces does stagger our ima­
gination; Baguio is truly a cool place; 
Tagaytay does have breathtaking views. 

The Philippines has lovely places, as 
the tourists put it; but for an occas­
ional inconvenience here and there, their 
st&¥. would be perfect. But what is a 
tour without some surprises. 

This year the Philippines is making 
a. strong bid for more tourists from 
abroad. This ha'l! been anticipated since 
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1967 when President Marcos said at 
the IATA (International Air Transport 
Association) meeting: 

"The Philippines has adopted th!! po­
licy of welcoming here the airlines of 
all countries provided this country can 
derive the maximum benefit of an ex­
change of fifth freedom rights with the 
countries that the airlines represent." 

On August 21, 1968 Malacaiiang au­
thorized the foreign office to start ne­
gotiation'l! on new air service agreements 
between the Philippines and 12 other 
countries. Malacaiiang said such nego:. 
tiations should envisage "adopting the 
open skies policy on a strictly recipro-

cal basis." The adoption of such policy 
called for air negotiations with Japan, 
Cambodia, France, Italy, South Korea, 
Belgium, Taipeh, Singapore, the United 
Arab Republic, the United States, and 
Lebanon. 

A little controversy developed over 
the interpretation of the o~n skies po­
licy, with the Philippine Air Line'l! with­
drawing from the Philippine Chamber of 
Tourism which has maintained that 
"open skies" mean "an invitation to 
any and all other airlines with whom 
the Philippines has diplomatic relations, 
to land, load, and unload passengers to 
and from points." 

Meanwhile the Foreign Office has 
been negotiating agreements with fo­
reign countries on a reciprocal arrange. 
ment for the entry and unloading of 
passengers and cargo from international 
airlines. In the put five months the 
Philippines has signed air transport 
agreements with eight countries outside 
Southeast Asia. These countries are 
France, the United Arab Republic, the 
Scandinavian countries, Lebanon, Italy, 
and South Korea. At present the Phil­
ippines is negotiating an agreement with 
Indonesia. 

The tourist drive i'l! on. Last month 
President Marcos inaugurated the open­
ing of Inter-continental Hotel in Ma­
kati, stressing the country's bid for 
more people to come and see the Phil­
ippines. 

The "natives" may do well to join 
them. FM 



I N a pool editorial on April 23 
the metropolitan newspapers 
of Manila raised the cry that 

"we live in a time of severe stress" 
and that an early ·constitutional 
convention might serve to "temper 
the unrest and bring hope back 
to a disenchanted nation." 

The editorial proposed, among 
others, the election this Novem­

ber of delegates to the 1971 constitutional convention. It also 
suggested that the convention itself should be advanced to 1970. 

There are of course practical reasons that bid these pro­
posals well. At a time when money is hard to come by to support 
normal public services, any effort to introduce economy into gov­
ernmental services should be welcome. But surely there are 
reasons that also argue against the proposals. Certain sectors 
in congress and the private community have, as a matter of 
fact, already warned against unduly firing the imagination of 
the people towards falsely hoping that a revision of the charter 
of the land would bring about, automatic~lly, the solutions to 
the problems that face the nation. More things than just re­
writing the people's statute are required in solving the n:ition's 
ills. 

There is no question though that we are living in a time 
of stress, for growing is a state of stress. The country tluring 
the last few decades had not been immobile. It has movt:d for­
ward. And the pace of its growth under the present administra­
tion is particularly appreciable, what with the peculiarly meager 
resources -at its command. The breakthroughs in food produc­
tion, road building, school building, land reform and industrial 
product~on will, no matter how one looks at it, make an impact 
upon the future of the country. 

But still there is need to institute reforms in the Consti­
tution. The people's restiveness toward constitutional reforms 
seem to anchor upon, not the lack of drive or goal or program 
for the people by the government that they have elected to sup­
port, but upon the statute's inflexibility to change and progress. 

The reforms, to be effective and relevant, however, must 
cover cultural, social, political and economic reforms. Of these, 
economic reforms are most important to the survival of the na­
tion. 

Changes must also occur in the areas of executive, legisla­
tive, and judicial powers. Too often when weaknesses are di­
scerned in the machinery for governing the affairs of the coun­
try in these areas, like the inability of local governments to 
design and support their own development, ·the constitution is 
blamed for bringing them about. In many instances the blame 
is well-founded. The country's first law has so strengthened 
the central seats of power that it had weakened the small units 
within the periphery of government. 

To be worth the effort, therefore, the constitutional conven­
tion must provide for an economic system - a kind of society 
that the people want for themselves - without ambivalence or 
hesitancy. The people deserve it. The country needs it. But, ob­
viously, we cannot begin to undertake such an important task 
with closed. eyes. President Marcos was right in forming some­
time back a commission to study possible constitutional changes 
based on scholarly approaches. But the leaders of congress howled 
against the move. The challenge now lies with the various ele­
ments in the nation to find ways for establishing the people's 
consensus. 

When we first. came out, we pledged to essay the provincial 
viewpoint on national and public issues. The opportunity bas 
come. The Philippine Magazine will be happy to open its pages 
as a forum for public opinion on this very important undertaking 
affecting changes in the nation's first law. 

S. P. BIGAY 

AVlAIL 
CONSTITUTIONAL MEET • 

Your magazine is a vehicle of 
relevant and important inform­
ation on public affairs. Now, there 
is a growing interest as to what 
ideas or reforms can possibly be 
adopted at the 1970 constitutional 
convention. Do you plan any f ea­
ture_ on this subject in your fu­
ture issues ? 

DOLLY CAMAYO 
Daet, Camarines Norte 

MORE FEATURES 
Your entertainment features 

are definitely okay. Were it not 
for the article on Kiss-slurp-Kiss in 
your April 15 issue, this section is 
good reading for all. The only 
decent picture in that page was the 
one showing Vic Vargas <or is it 
somebody else?) and his partner. 
We really hadn't realized our mo­
vies have gone to those stages aJ­
ready. In spite of this, give us 
more features. They are well pre­
sented. 

MANUEL SAN DIEGO 
Baguio City 

VISAYANS TOO! 
Are there other municipalities 

in the country that 'have grown or 
progressed from small villages to 
industrial units like Las Piiias, 
Marikina or Iligan? Your articles 
on these towns are eye-openers. 
You are right indeed in saying 
that not all is black in our scene. 
You should feature some towns 
or municipalities in the Visayas 
too. I am certain there are areas 
that can favorably compare with 
the three towns featured in your 
magazine as having progressed to 
the credit of the townspeople 
themselves. 

PROSPERO CERVANTES 
Iloilo City 

PHILIPl'INE MAGAZINE is published twice a month 
by The SPIA and sold as supplement to provin­
cial newspapers throughout the country. Address 
all communications, manuscripts and photos to The 
Editor, PM, CCP Building, Magallanes Drive, In· 
tramuros. Telephone 40-81 .01. PHILIPPINE MAGA­
ZINE assumes no res!>Dnsibility for loss or damage 
to unsolicited contributions. Opinions expressed 
in signed articles are those of the authors and da 
not necessarily reflect thase of the Editors af PM. 
Registered with the Bureau of Commerce 8 January 
1969. Reproductions in part or in full allowed 
provided proper credits are given. Postal permit 
second class mail still pending. S. P. Bigay, editor 
& publisher / Nonilon P. Sa, business & circula­
tion manager ... 
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FISH IN OUR TIME By FRED D. 
MANALO 

THE administration of Pres­
ident Ferdinand E. Marcos, 
now credited with several 

breakthroughs in its food produc-
tion drive, may yet work another 
"miracle," this time in fish pro­
duction. Marcos's original goal was 
to make the country self-suffi­
cient in fish by 1972. 

But according to a statement 
by Vice President Fernando Lo­
pez, the Philippines has actually 
started exporting fish. This se­
cures for the administration its 
second greatest achievement: that 
of developing this nation from 
fish-importing to a fish-exporting 
country. Previous to this, we 
have started exporting rice for 
the first tiine in our import-con­
scious history. Of course before 
all this we have been exporting 
our professionals and technicians 
to other countries. But that is 
another stocy. 

The more relevant story is one 
of high irony. Consider: Filipi­
nos are a rice-and-fish eating peo­
ple. We have a shoreline twice 
as long as that of the United 
States. Our territorial waters are 
six times bigger than our land 
area of 144,000 square miles. We 
have miles of" open seas and in­
ternational waters waiting to be 
exploited by deep-sea fishermen. 
A large number of Qur country­
men derive their livelihood from 
fishing. Yet our fish production 
is low. Today, we produce only 
72 per cent of our requirements 
and import the rest, including 
apartheid sardines from South 
Africa. 

We have a veritable gold mine 
in our waters. We have barely 
tapped it. Tuna fishing, for ex­
ample, is being exploited by only 
one commercial fishing firm. In 
other countries, scientists are al­
ready preparing synthetics and 
substitutes for such foodstuff as 
fish and meat because these re­
sources are fast facing depletion. 
We do not have to consider such 
drastic steps. We have enough 
fish for our population. 

There are heartening develop­
ments. The annual increase of 
fish production is estimated at 6 
per cent. But to be able to achieve 
self-sufficiency, this rate should 
be upped to 15 or 20 -per cent. 
The average production per hec­
tare in freshwater fishing is from 
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350 to 500 kilograms. Experts 
say that with proper application 
of fish culture techniques, this 
could be increased to 3000 kilo-
grams per hectare. -

Indeed the prospects for in­
creased fish production are great. 
We have 900,000 hectares of 
fresh-water areas and 700,000 
hectares of swamp areas. How­
ever, only 140,000 or 20 per cent 
are fully developed. The remain­
ing 80 per cent of fishing waters 
are waiting to be developed. By 
the administration's timetable, 
we should have a expected surplus 
in fish supply of 28,000 tons in 
1972. It is also estimated that 

expansion of the fishing trade by 
then would generate 500 new jobs 
in the public sector and 123,000 
new employment opportunities in 
the private area. 

There are a host of ills plaguing 
the fishing industry and which 
have contributed to its snail-pace 
development. These include lack 
of facilities and sufficient finan­
cing resources. A number of fish­
ing areas are over-fished, largely 
due to the use of dynamites, poi­
son and fine mesh nets. A new 
menace is water pollution by ef­
fluents and industrial wastes. 

Lack of facilities such as ice 
plants and refrigeration plants 
restricted both deep-sea fishing 
and fish culture. Poor transporta­
tion systems, inadequate market­
ing conditions, lack of trained 

manpower - these have had their 
adverse effects on the industry. 
Development in any field hinges 
largely on research but there has 
been a dearth of research in the 
fishing industry. There is also 
great need to expand the Philip­
pine Fisheries Commission and 
turn it into a more competent body 
to safeguard and develop what is 
considered the second biggest in­
dustry in the country. 

The administration has long 
recognized that the Filipino does 
not live on rice alone. Basic to 
his diet is fish, and there should 
be more fish - as well as vege­
tables and meat - on his dining 
table. The scoreboard in this 
area: 

The Philippine Fisheries Com­
mission has started a fisheries 
infrastructure program to provide 
the fishing industry with cheap 
ice and cold storage facilities in 
strategic fishing areas. Under 
this program, the PFC will estab­
lish 17 ice plants and cold storage 
plants throughout the country. 
President Marcos recently inau­
gurated the fisheries infrastruc­
ture projects at Mercedes, Cama­
rines Norte, consisting of a 10-
ton ice plant and cold storage, 
a shrimp and crab hatchery, a 
technological laboratory and a dis­
trict fishery station. 

Another plant of the 10-ton cap­
acity which recently went into 
operation is located at Barugo, 
Leyte. This will take care of the 
ice needs of fishermen operating 
in the Visayas Sea, San Pedro 
Bay, Biliran Island, Carigara Bay, 
Samar Sea, Leyte Gulf, Camotes 
Sea and other fishing grounds in 
Eastern Visayas. 

Other ice plants are now o~r­
ating in strategic fishing centers 
in the country, among which are 
the 5-ton Ice Plant and Storage 
at Masinloc, Zambales and the 6-
ton Flake & Cold Storage at Sa­
gay, N egros Occidental. 

By June this year, the 40-ton 
Ice & Cold Storage Plant at Tay­
tay, Luminangcong, Palawan, will 
be in full operation. 

The Board of Investments has 
also made fishponds _ and deep. 
sea fishing priority areas for gov­
ernment assistance. A fishing 
port is being constructed in Na­
votas which will be supplemented 



by the Greater Man,ila Terminal 
Food Market to serve as a major 
outlet for fresh food commodities, 
including fish. 

President Marcos has similarly 
proposed the establishment of an 
action regional fishery research 
center in cooperation with other 
Asian countries and the U.S. gov­
ernment. The center will con­
duct basic and applied research 
on freshwater and brackish water 
fishery. 

The Fisheries Commission will 
ablo continue to stock major 
lakes, swamps and other inland 
bodies of water with fry and fin­
gerlings. 

:rncreased credit assistance has 
also been extended to the private 
sector. The government has called 
for closer partnership between 
the government and private in­
dustry in the promotion of the 
fishing industry. 

Last year, the g-overnment con­
ducted workshops on fisheries 
and oceanography to accelerate 
fishing research and to identify 
areas in which science-based tech­
nology might be applied to stim­
ulate the growth of the fishing 
industry. Seven training programs 
were also conducted on fishing 
methods and techniques. 

The government campaign 
against dynamite fishing and 
water pollution has been stepped 
up. The administration is evolv­
ing a more comprehensive and 
realistic conservation program for 
the protection of fish and other 
marine resources. 

We should apply our experience 
in rice production on the fishing 
industr;r. With the application 
of scientific techniques, improved 
tools and the utilization of, train­
ed manpower, we were able to 
increase significantly our rice pro­
duction. 

There are no limits to what we 
can do, as the gains of the past 
three yP.ars have pointed out. In 
the end, the miracles of this gen­
eration will not be the miracle 
rice or the expected miracle fish 
but the men of will and purpose 
who are capable of charting their 
own destiny. These include not 
on]y hone.st and sincere public 
emp!oyees, but also upright mem­
bers of law enforcement agencies 
and a people concerned with the 
protection of the public good. The 
d~velopment of the fishing indus­
try will come about through the 
collaboration of all these people. 
Then we shall have enough fish 
in our time. ™ 

VILLAREAL OUSTED AS LP HEAD 

Former Speaker Cornelio Villareal, once fondly referred to as "Mr. Liberal,'' 
emerged as the most dejected man in the recent Liberal Party meet (May 10) 
at the Manila Hotel where he was ousted as LP president. In his stead, 
the 630-man LP directorate installed Senator Gerardo Roxas whose father, 
together with the deposed leader and a few others, founded the Liberal Party. 
Villareal, embittered by the directorate decision, is reportedly not abandoning 
his position and plans to seek court remedies to press his claim. Photos above 
show huddling party leaders as they plotted moves to depose the long time LP 
head from the leadership of the party he not only helped found but for which 
he labored hard to make a major political party of the country that it is today. 
If he is not lucky, he may yet find himself a total outsider from the Liberal 
Party. 
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T HE Luneta is more than a historic 
park. It ia a revelation of the Fil­

ipino. The Luneta. mirrors his desire to 
improve his environment, his passion 
for beauty and his capacity for disci­
pline. 

The Luneta was once a mish-mash 
of unimaginative landscaping and gro.. 
tesque structures. The untrimmed 
shrubs bloomed for lovers; ugly iron 
bars protruded from the sides of the 
grandstand for years; a garish obelis­
que towered over the _ Rizal monument 
at one time. What sustained the Park 
was the people's innate fondness for 
it, and its own unique history, the spirit 
of the old Bagumbayan. 

The Luneta started enjoying the care 
it deserved in 1966 when Mn. Imelda 
R. Marcos, in the initial thrust of her 
national beautification and cultural 
program, turned her attention to the 
restoration and improvement of na­
tional parks, historical shrines and cul­
tural relics. 

The Luneta of our affection was one 
of the early beneficiaries of her care. 
The Rizal Park Development was or­
ganized. Columnist Teodoro F. Valen­
cia performed a key role in the Park's 
development. In addition to ra19mg 
funds for Luneta, Valencia overseered 
iipprovements on the Park, engaging 
himself in such details as selecting ap­
propriate music for the Park's stereo 
system. His role has been universally 
acclaimed by the people. 

Now, the Rizal Park (this includes 
Luneta) is easily one of the most 
beautiful and biggest parks in the 
world. It has flaws but in its basic 
concept, as a people's park, it more 
than serves its purpose. There is noth­
ing that can diminish the Park's use­
fulness. Not criticism but assistance 
in fact that has helped make the Park 
the spiritual center of the country. 

'This assistance must be emphasized. 
A unique phenomenon of the Rizal 
Park is the so-called rise of the 
Luneta Filipino. He is the embodiment 
of discipline and order, of civic spirit 
and community consciousness. One 
wishes the Luneta Filipino were found 
in every community and sector of so­
ciety. The Luneta Filipino in a big 
scene is the New Filipino, one with a 
profound concern for his community 
and his fellowmen, practising the ethics 
of discipline and cooperative work. 

Fort Santiago is also a case of a 
decaying treasure restored. It is a mi­
niature park although its mood is more 
somber and solemn. From a night­
marish prison compound, the Fort has 
been transformed into a noble shrine 
also through the efforts of Mrs. Mar­
cos and Mr. Valencia. Like the Luneta, 
Fort Santiago echoes memory and nos­
talgia, history and remembrance. Yes­
terday lives in vivid hues because there 
are people who care. Rv1 
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The new Luneta is one of 
the biggest and most 
beautitul par.ks i D the 
world. Caretully planned 
and well-kept, its .scene­
ries are a delight to both 
local and foreign visitors. 
lts children's playgrounds 
are crowded with frolick­
ing kids any day ol the 
week. At night time one 
is always tempted to pro­
menade along its cement­
ed walks lined with bl~ 
inq lights. 

tips for the 
homemaker 

@ 
ON HOME DECOR 

Cover your porch to solve 
the problem of too much sun 
and sudden rain. Make it in­
formal, bringing out a natural 
look. Dispense with ornate, 
heavy pieces of furniture. 
Bring in wickers and wrought 
irons. Choose colors that blend 
with the living room. For 
background, use woody barks, 
natural stones and rocks. 

• • • 
Living green plants inaide 

freshen up the living room 
and other areas. 

• • • • 
Utilize blank walis to grow 

plant creepers, o.r to hang 
airplants along its cool side. 

• • • 
Potted plants of different 

heights and foliage form at­
tractive groupings. Hanging 
fems from eaves and rafters 
are lovely little things to 
transform a drab skyline into 
one of beauty. Keeping a cou­
ple of caged birds among the 
potted palms will add glam()ur 
to the place. 

• • • 
Bring the plants inside 

among the furniture and a­
gainst the walls. Stack them 
in shelves, put them on tables 
or create focal points with 
other pieces like driftwoods 
and sculptured rocks. 

• • • 
Wood-panelled walls not 

only make the room seem coz­
ier, they require practically 
no special care or periodic re­
decoration. ·Consider this next 
time you order replacements 
of your walls. 

• • • 
In planning a kitchen ar­

rangement, concentrate on a 
triangle consisting of a range, 
refrigerator and sink. Most 
walking in the kitchen takes 
place between these three 
pieces of equipment. 
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Tending old roads or making new ones and backyard gardening are 
among the projects being undertaken by the Community through 
the initiative of the young under the guidance of Mrs. Dolores H. 
Sison, ezecutive vice president of the UNC. 

I N A LITTLE barrio in the Bi­
col region the tots are tooth­
less and the oldf olks are al­

ways almost in a sleepy mood. The 
world (which actually is their im­
mediate surroundings) is good 
enough as it is: hot and quiet. 
Nobody cares to notice anything 
else beyond 'the confines of their 
huts which, incidentally, seemed to 
have been built along-the same de­
sign and concept, without sanita­
tion facilities, with a combination 
living and dining room, and a gas­
less kitchen. 

The arrival therefore of a boat­
load of clean-looking young girls 
and boys one Sunday morning se­
veral months back was hardly no­
ticed. What could a boatload of 
uniformed girls and boys mean to 
them anyway-1 But somehow 
things started to jell and every­
one in the barrio got involved in 
different activities. In no time, the 
whole little community wa8 up and 
about, humming with a newfound 
life. The visitors had brought 
fresh tidings with them. 

It was like that in the beginning 
for some hundred or so senior stu­
dents of the University of Nueva 
Caceres in the historic and reli­
gious city of Naga. The students, 
trained widely in various aspects 
of community life, were being sent 
to thirty one barrios in Camari­
nes Sur province on an internship 
on community development. They 
were to help shape a new life for 
the barrio people by utilizing the 
training and orientation that they 
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THE YOUNG 
COMMUNITY 
EXPERTS 

have gained from years of class­
room education. Health and sani-

- tation, good citizenship, basic 
household skills, child care, gar­
dening, home beautification, gov­
ernment, religion, reading. These 
are among the varied and useful 
activities the students have opted 
to undertake. For all these under­
takings, the basis for action was 
self-help. Motivational factors 
were introduced where they were 
considered helpful. 

The students' enthusiasm was 
contagious. And that was a big 
count in their favor. In a very 
short while the barrio folks caught 
on with their bold _community in­

-ternship program and, consequent-
ly, had shed off their initial skepti­
cism. Now the barrio folks have 
join~d merrily in the undertaking. 
In one barrio, for instance, the 
shirtless children were gathered 
together and taught facts about 
health, ci~izenship, reading, and 
some rudiments of music ; in the 
end the little ones were singing 
as lively as can be. In another 
sitio, the little girls, together with 
their mothers, were told that flow­
ers -can bloom even in the warm 
month of April and that flowers 
are the most i~expensive decor a 
small Filipino Community can well 
afford. Now the sitio is full of 
blooming flowers. 

Other barrios were taught gar­
dening and growing pechay and 
cabbages, eggplants and tomatoes. 
Still in another barrio, the old 
folks were collected under the 

shade of a big tree (for lack of 
other accommodation) and there 
started what, eventually, became 
a continuing adult class. 

Thus the students volunteer 
service for community develop­
ment that started as an idea in th~ 
university has become a fullgrown 
undertaking for good. Even Dr. 
N. Albarracin of the bureau of 
private education was amazed at 
the students' enthusiasm and, 
much more so, at the reactions of 
the barrio folks that he volun­
teered to have the novel classroom 
subject applied in other schools 
and colleges throughout the land. 

Mrs. Dolores H. Sison, execu­
tive vice president of the UNC 
(pioneer private university in Lu­
zon outside of Manila), is of 
course pleased. The community 
internship program was the fruit 
of -an idea that took too long to 
gain acceptance - that education 
is for community improvement. 

"Community improvement or 
community development is a sub­
ject that has occupied the atten­
tion of government and private 
organizations/' said Mrs. Sison. 
And quite a number of people have 
really been obsessed by it. In Cen­
tral Luzon, where the problems of 
the barrio have taken sinister 
shapes, the government had mobil­
ized its resources to bring about 
as fast as can be the uplift of this 
rural unit of our society. Pres­
ident Marcos has, · in fact, acting 
with flying hopes, secured con­
gressional approval of a PlOO-mil­
lion rural improvement and com­
munity development program pre­
cisely because of the pleas of the 
barrio people. From this fund 
the chief executive had released 
P2,000.00 checks as aid to each 
barrio in the country. As of the 
end of March, the P ACD said over 
15,600 barrios in 590 towns in the 
country have received the barrio 
aid. In no other time has such at­
tention been showered the barrio 
and its folks. 

In a relative sense, the UNC 
project gains significance and re­
levance. Even now, in Naga City 
and elsewhere in the province of 
Camarines Sur, the people are still 
talking about the university's in­
ternship program. Actually, it is 
a local version ·of the American 
peace corps volunteers. But here 
lies a difference. Here is a germ 
of an idea growing to fruition to 
fulfill the dreams of the old that 
the young are the fair hope of the 
land. FM 



SUMMER and sea are one. In mid­
March, when the cool of Februa­

ry dissipates into stiffling heat, man 
uproots his feet from the soil and 
starts towards the direction of the 
sea. The exodus swells in April, ex­
plodes in full force in May, and man 
becomes a child of the sea again. 

Diverse are the delights of the sea: 
sun, surf and salt. The body lies time­
less in water, the mind lost in the 
euphoria of no-care. The hell with 

the Bomb and the Pifl, the Demos and 
the Rat Race. Let the spray lick your 
body, the sun tongue your skin and 
your lungs take in unpolluted air. 

But the pleasure does not end there. 
There is a variation of summer plea­
sure: the wondrous femine form. The 
senses riot at the sight. Of finely 
chiselled legs, reverential thighs, flar­
ing hips, delicate waists and arrogant 
breasts. In bikinis, bermudas or jeans, 
take your pick. They make delightful 
company if you know how. 

The ladies on this page are competi­
tors to the sea. They detract from 
the fascinations of the beach. The 
truth is that they are an improvement 
on the summer scene. They make less 
painful the beat of the sun or the 
prickly itch of sand. They make the 
tortuous trip to the beach worthwhile. 
And to the more fortunate, they make 
evenings memorable nights. 

Summer and sea are one. But sea 
with woman is fun. 

ON THE BEACH 

Beach beauties Liza Lorena (leh), Hiroko Takabara (top right) and Liberty Ilagan (riqht) typify the head 
turners on the sea shore at summertime. · 
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Cartoons and Characters 

"T""HE history of Philippine comics 
.1 probably will not start with Mau­

ro "Malang'' Santos but the high points 
of its development would be incomplete 
without citing Malang's contributions. 

Comics was moribund business and 
an unexciting art-form until the early 
'50s when a group of young cartoonists 
led by Malang and Larry Alcala start­
ed building a legion of comic fans with 
their wittier and better-drawn car­
toons. Starting in the vernacular ma­
gazines, the young cartoonists eventual­
ly parted ways: Alcala went to the 
monthly comicbooks, Malang switched 
to editorial journalism. 

Of this group, Malang was easily 
acknowledged "Chairman of the 
Board." He was more prolific, more 
popular. . His gift was that he had a 
better feel of the social pulse, he was 
aware of his time. While others were 
falling back on hoary comic situations, 
Malang was mining from the rich code 
of human experience, from the foibles 
of modem man in a complex society. 
Among the products of this sensitivity 
were Koame the Cop and Cbainganir 
Charlie. His full-page "crowd" car­
toons were further samples of his out­
look. 

Recognition of the Filipino talent in 
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cartoons came with the publication of 
Malang's Charlie in Paseant Magazine, 
the mini-Pla,.bo,. magazine. Aaia Ma­
gazine later joined the chorus and re­
printed his works. El Mundo Espanol 
pinned another badge on the Malang 
lapel by running Koame. 

And there were other awards: First 
Prize, Cartooning, AAP Annual Com­
petition, 1956, 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963 
and 1964 (six times); First Prize, Wa­
ter Color Division, AAP Annual Com­
petition, 1961; Grand Award for Edi­
torial Design, ADCP, for the years 
1958, 1960, 1962 and l!M>4 (four 
times); and the "Artist of the Year" 
award from SPIC in 1964. The crown­
ing award however, for Malang's artis­
tic talent came when he was chosen as 
one of the country's Ten Outstanding 
Young Men (TOYM) in 1963. 

The TOYM award is another story. 
It represents the other Malang, one 
with greater creativity. And here 
again is another footnote to the deve­
lopment of the Filipino cartoonist: 
from a comic strip illustrator to artist. 
Malang broke the ground, blazed the 
trail. He was to be followed by Yon­
zon, Ragodon, Cabrera, Asuncion. 
Again, he towered over his peers. A 
Malang exhibit was always a commer­
cial success. 

Malang the artist's early works were 
picturesque and posteresque. They had 
appeal, were executed with care and 
with an eye for details, but they left the 
artistic eye unsatisfied. For a while 
Malang the artist could not quite shake 
off the label of Malang the cartoonist. 

He had his critics staring at his late 
paintings. The colors were less glossy, 
the lines less flamboyant. A richer, 
deeper texture crowned his landscapes 
and his scenes were more somber and 
honest. Where before he was content 
with white backgrounds, his frames now 
hum with a bigger and a profound vi­
sion of life. Some of his works are 
still flawed but Malang, at 41, is young, 
and is still maturing, He can achieve 
for his art what he bas done for his 
cartoons. 

The present Malang is almost an 
artist in residence in Malacaiiang, 
hence plays a powerful role in shaping 
the tastes of the tenants at the Pres­
idential Palace. He has endowed 
erstwhile drab state documents with 
a new excitement and creativity. There 
are other less known facets of thP. 
Malang versatility: that of a murali.'!t 
and of a business entrepreneur. He 
is doing good at both. In the MR­
lang lexicon, brush rhymes with cash, 

FM 



MARKETING NETWORK 

Speaker Jose B. Laurel revealed re­
cently a legislative plan to establish a 

nationwide marketing 
network that will be un­
der the control of Fili­
pinos and using exten­
sively cooperatives in 
the agricultural sector. 
The project which is 
embodied in the "Eco­
nomic Freedom" bill 
which congress plans to 
enact shortly is expect­
ed to generate more ag­

ricultural production through efficient 
and effective marketing outlets. 

RURAL J!:LECTRIFICATION 

The electrification plan for the Phil­
ippine countryside got its biggest boost 
recently when the House legislative 
mill approved on second and third read­
ing a bill that aims to accelerate the 

program. As approved, the bill will 
increase the revolving fund of the 
electrification administration from its 
present P25 million to PlOO million for 
the next five years. The bulk of the 
fund will be used for the purchase 
and installation of generators, trans­
mission lines and other equipment. 
Also included are motors for irrigation 
and other industrial purposes. 

MACAPAGAL WARNING 

Former President Diosdado Macapa­
gal warned the Liberal Party recently 
of inevitable defeat in the November 
elections unless the struggle for power 
among its leaders is stopped. Macapa­
gal directed his warning to Senator 
Gerardo Roxas and former Speaker 
Cornelio Villareal, the two chief prota­
gonists in the fight for the party pres­
idency. The former president also ap­
pealed to his partymen not to expel 
Villareal from the party directorate to 
preserve the unity of the opposition. 

INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM 

President Marcos revealed recently 
that the public works and infrastruc_ture 
program will continue to receive top 
priority as long as he is the Chief Ex­
ecutive of the country. Speaking be­
fore the second annual convention of 
the district and city engineers league, 
the President said that he will shortly 
relcasP. several hundred millions for the 
construction of various work projects, 
including feeder roads. The President 
said that the country could not progress 
either in agriculture or in industry 
"unless we lay down the basic require­
ments of such progress, which are ade­
quate public works and infrastructure." 

ECONOMIC GAINS FOR RP 

The Philippines' output of goods and 
services (Gross National Product) last 
year reached P28.37 billion (at cur­
rent prices), an increase of 10 per 
cent over the 1967 level. This was 
disclosed by the Office of the Statil'l­
tical Coordination and Standards (OS­
CAS) of the National Economic Coun­
cil. The report also disclosed that 
national income .which represente•l the 
total earnings of the factors of prod­
uction went up to PU.80 billion 1>r li:r 
per cent or P805 million more than 
the previous year's record. 

ECONOMIC PROSPECT 

Bankers see a rosy economic outloo1' 
for the Philippines. In a report to 
stockholders, Filipinas Bank and Trust 
Co. Chairman of the Board Romeo- R. 
Echauz and President Claudio T. Ca­
lalang said that "the potential for eco­
nomic growth is tremendous and the 
opportunities in harnessing the nation's 
resources for faster and more sustained 
economic development have never been 
as great." The report adds that the 
gross national product is increasing at 
a faster rate, personal income is rising 
and so are individual savings. 

PILL IMPORTATION 

The importation of contraceptive 
drugs and devices was declared legal 
by Justice Secretary Juan Ponce En­

rile. Enrile's opinion 
was made in answer tg 
numerous requests from 
various organizations in­
terested in family plan­
ning. Reports say that 
if the present trend of 
population increase con­
tinues, the Philippines 
would have a popula­
tion of no less than 100 

~~lr;:lti million in 35 years. 

POLCOM ORDER 

Policemen all over the country, whe­
ther on or off duty, are prohibited to 
enter day or , night clubs, cocktail 
lounges, hotels, motels, rest houses, ca­
barets and cockpits, according to a me­
morandum circular issued by the Police 
Commission. The only exception prov­
ided for by the ban order is when the 
officers concerned are on official mis­
sion duly authorized in writing by the 
chief of police or the mayor or when 
they are responding to an emergency 
call. Not a few police officers feel 
that the order is "arbitrary" and plan 
to contest it in court. 

IRRIGATION PROJECTS 

An agreement involving Pl I million 
to finance the completion of 15 major 
irrigation projects was signed recently 
by the Philippines and United States 
governments. The second such agree­
ment between the two countries in the 
past year (the first involved some P7 
million, also for . local irrigation pro­
jects), the fund will come from the 
US public law 480 funds realized 
through the sale of American agricul­
tural commodities in the Philippines. 

LAND REFORM 

President Marcos proclaimed J"ecent­
ly a 10,000-hectare land contagious to 
the Clark· Air Force Base in Pampan­
ga as a land reform area, thereby tak­
ing a significant step towards the ful­
fillment of the administration's land 
reform program. The President sign­
ed the proclamation in Malacaiiang :n 
the presence of farmer leaders from 
Tar lac. 

CRIME DRIVE 

A total war against criminality was 
set in motion by Congress recently 
when it approved on second and third 
reading a bill constituting a P41 mil­
lion peace and order fund. The fund 
which will be used to underwrite peace 
and order projects will be taken from 
the increase in travel taxes and a por· 
tion of the gold subsidy. 

CIS POWERS CLIPPED 

President Marcos clipped the investi­
gative powers of the PC criminal in­
vestigation service when he directed 
the CIS to lay off business establish­
ments. Th~ President's order came in 
the wake of reports that the CIS is 
allegedly harassing some businessmen 
and business firms. The CIS was or­
dered by the President to confine it­
self to missions connected with the 
peace and order campaign. 
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JEEP CONVERSION 
ENGINE 

WITH&B 
.·~ HORSEPOWER, 

-.mll!I•.-! FIVE HEAVY-DUTY 
- MAIN BEARINGS, 

LEAK-PROOF OIL PAN, 
CROMARD LINER FOR 

CYLINDER, AND HEAVY 
DUTY TRANSMISSION 

Now available to jeepney operators who wish to change the old engine of their vehicle 
with a stronger and more economical one. 

Now is the time to increase your profits and prolong the life of your jeepney. Switch 
to Isuzu diesel engine. Inexpensive to maintain. Parts available at all times. Carries 
up to 14 passenger-load comfortably. 

Or you can have your choice of Francisco Motors jeeps and jeepneys now also equipped 
with Isuzu Diesel Engine. See us for more information. 

Yes, Sirl 
Kapag Francisco Motors Jeepney ang ginamit, tuloy-tuloy ang profit. 

Q FRANcfsco io1oils'coRPoRA110N 
2233 Pasong Tama Ext., Malolati. Rizal Tels,88·11i~-96:88-21-64.88·56·48:88-52-47:68·19·97· 88-19-98 

Branches: Pasay City: 2166 Tait Avenue, Tels.80-41-28 & eo.13.35 e Tarlac: San 
Sebastian Village. Tarlac, Tarlac. Tel. 20-10 •Davao City: 400.A T. Monteverde 
Avenue, Tels. 7-55-05 & 7-68-21 • Legaspi City: J. Rizal St. (Near Mayon 
Hotel) Tel. 4-44 e Pangasinan: MacArthur Highway. San Vicente. Urdaneta 


