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The most vital of all Philippine questions
today is not by any means political. It is
purely economic. Possessed of great resour-
ces in land, a fair climate, and equal op
portunity the per capita production from

these resources re-
Great Resources mains about what it
Are Still E{ns unillers the r}v;luch-
iscussed Spanish re-
Neglected gime. With the gov-
ernment in the hands of the Filipinos for
the last twelve years, it is a lamentable fact
that they have done so little (except on
paper) towards developing the country.
The aqu on then arises: Is there any
way in which Uncle Sam has neglected his
opportunities along economic lines? The
land, the only resource of the islands, is of
course a closed preserve, practicaily, and
made so by those whose sentiments were
more highly developed than their brains.
But what about those who should make
these lands a productive asset instead of a
political liability? Have we or they evolved
any sane system regarding this particular,
or have we sentimentally neglected this in
an effort to be benevolent?

We may safely answer this in the affir-
mative, we have been guilty of neglect; for
in spite of the mouthings about the dignity
of labor, in spite of the voluminous annual
reports, in spite of specious excuses, and
passing the buck delightfully, we have sad-
dled them with an academic system of edu-
cation that has evolved into an air-tight
bureaucracy that leads away from, instead

. of towards, the goal of every
Our Failure Filipino—his economic inde-
With Public pendence. In a cogdessedly
Education agricultural country the
most vital question is not
that of the question of sovereignty, or the
iridescent bubble of political independence.
The paramount issue with the native of the
provinces, the twelve millions, is one of
comparative prosperity. And the first duty
of a real patriot is to provide a decent living
for himszelf and his family, a duty perhaps
which is the last thought of bLoth the poli-
tician and the bureaucrat steeped in bovine
complacency and provided with the 57 varie-
ties of stock excuses.

True, some will say that the cconomic
salvation of every country lies in its own
hands, or rather in those to which they have
delegated it. Before capital can be employ-
ed a spirit of willingness to engage in agri-
rultural actitivities is of course necessary.
Of the twelve million who live in the pro-
vinces and who form the Filipino peoples,
the earning capacity is yet extremely low.
The well-dressed people of Manila are no

. - eriterion of these mil-
Manila One Thing lions, for even if the
And Provinces opinions of the capitai
Another are vociferous, there

is no reason to believe
that these are shared by the hewers of
wood and the drawers of water. This is a
f;_\ct much betrer seen through the provin-
cial microscope than through the Manila
telescope. Prosperity is of course relative
although the desire for it is universal. It
connotes the living of normal lives. Without
prosperity amongst the millions it is of
little real value to point out fortunes made
—perhaps during the war-period, by bor-
rowing money.

Take the sugar industry. Even with the
preferential now enjoyed it is a hard matter
cern in spite of all that's sung. Labor may be
to convince anyone that it is a going con-

o

incfficient; on the other hand, wages paid
in Cuba and Hawaii arc almost double. I:
is all, of course, a matter of cost of produc-
tion in the last analysis, but the incubus of
indebtedness under which the sugar indus-
try is l=boving is perhaps the greatest han-
dicap of all. Anyhow, manv of the owners
on paper of the haciendas and centrals, are
in a quandary as to who is the real owner.
With the cost production relatively high and
the hectare-yield so low, the need of ade-
quate and efficient agricultural labor will
be found to be the chief root of all the
evils of this industry.
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The tobacco industry
rewarded of all
the islands—that

perhaps the pooresi
cuitural activitics in
the actual producer.
A trip through the tobacco regions and a
glance at the flimsy broken-down houses
and the poverty-stricken and dejected air
of the producer is cnough to impress even

. . 5 the casual visitor that
Impractical Aid these farmers have the

To Tobacco lowest earning capacity
Farmers of all those engaged in

wresting a living from
the soil. While the Spanish monopoly in

its heyday made many millions and was the
first cndeavour to make the Philippines
cconomically independent of Mexica, whence
the annual silver subsidy was drawn. it did
not put much into the pockets of the pro-
ducers. lts stringent regulations accem-
plished, however, one thing. They produced
excellent tohacco, and Manila cheroots were
hnown all over the seven seas. That many
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of the rcguldtions were reprehensible goes
without saying, but they did produce a su-
perior product. The present experimentai
stations do little for the actual producer
except hand him the chcapest commedity in
the world—free advice. It needs more than
advice to rejuvenate an industry or rclicve
the utter stagnation into which it has fal-
len. The werds of a Dutch expert from
Sumatra, who visited the tobacco region a
couple of years ago, are perhaps pertinent.

“You have here the best suil in the world,
fine seed, and excellent tobaceo climate, but
an utter lack of people with agriculinral
intclligence to grow tobacco, Any good erop
produced 15 a direct dizpensation ol 'ro-
vidence,”

The rice industry, [rom which some five
million Filipinos derive a livirg, is in a
little better shape thar tobacco, and this
we might say is not due to ary zovernment
agency, but rather has oceurred in spite of
it. Better prices for the duily bread of tho
twelve mwillion has a good deal to do with

it.  The rice grower not
Five Millions being engaged in produc-
Live From ing an export crop, was

ignored by the pgovern-
ment, which did not un-
derstand his problems. He was yelped at
by politicians who desired him to produce
nnder a fixed price during the war, and
sed up as a credit risk hy the Philippine
N“tlonal Bank.

A moribund bureau of agriculture, mair-
ly composed of typists, could do nothing for

im.  The producer of our chief fond, and
also our best moncy crop, has tut few
buosters, but he has solved some of his
problems in his own way. Cheaper trans-
pertation is a great factor, the protective
tariff helps, and the Chinese dealers, mil-
Jers and distributors have been a gadeend
te him, for they have pnrlly solved his
credit problem. But therz is no further ex-
tension of this indusiry, no new lands beinz
placed under cuilivation except in the old
rice regions.

The economic situation of the actwal pro-
ducer leaves much Lo be desived. Rico is
mainly produced under the system,
the landlords providing the capital und the
tenants the labor, the profit being equally
divided. The annual earnings of e pro-
duecing wnit, were, in 1914, P113.30, which
som gradually rose until in 1919 it was

P280, which amount
Families Receive practically cquals
4280 Yearly From that of this ycur.
Rice Farming This represents the

the carnings of an
average family unit, not a very opulen:
one. In connection with this we might state
that the only agricultural school for the
rice region, requires deposits and expenses
per year of seine P47 per student—students
who work the fields half the time!

It can he readily scen that few farmers’
sons can emerge from the depths with the
family earnings as low as quoted. This
school, founded by men of vision and abil-
ity, is also joining the procession of inocu-
ous institutions. In the past it was the
only bright spot in the system, and that of
which visiting educators took the mosi na-
tice,

I'he average yield of palay in the islands
is, perhaps, the lowest in the orient. What
s the reason for this stagnation in nationa!
prosperity? The main reason is academii
and not agricultural instruction. With the
greater part cl the vevenues devoted to pub-
lic instruction, the government keeps on
making parasites out of potential producers;
it drains the rural population into the ur-
ban districts, and unwisely allots the price
of a postage stamp per capita to the vital
prroblem of agrieultural instruction.

Rice Industry
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Schools are not merely buildings {0l of
students. Unless the driving force of the
institution is a man of real ability and
ston the schocl fails of its purpese. Redue
ed to a sterotyped currlculum. ihe present

ystem merely vege-

Why Per Capxta mtes Good  agricul-
Production tural teachers cannci
Remains Low e obtained at presemt
salaries and under a

stagnant bureaucracy. If they come, they
speedily leave, never to return. Twenty-

five years of education has done little or
nothing to enable the present generation to
produce as much pro rata as did their fore-
fathers under the Spanish regime. Why
this antipathy towards the practical end of
agriculture in an agricultural coantry
cxists, only God Almighty knows. Educa-
ticn, the cornerstone of American rule, has
only resultéd in a plethora of theorists in
the white-collar positions—and an extensive
waiting list. The greatest political fulerum
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is the thousands of teachers on the payroll:
there is a great chance here, for certain
powers,

In spite of the millions spent annually
from the treasury, this amount is now aug-
mented by private subscriptions, by schools
to be founded for illiterates outside th:
educative function of government, and pri-
vatc schools are increasing yearly. With
the idea of discouraging the high schools,
instead of limiting these the gavernment
has erely raised the. fees, thus making
more money available; but in all the school
activities the urge is still academic and not
agricultural or practical. The following
figures given by a Filipino superintendent
ef schools are pertinent. He quotes a list
of 1092 pupils, most of whom were grad-
uated.  Only 8.3 per cent engaged in agri-
culture. The saddest part of the report
shows that these 1092 pupils came from
families 55 per cent of whom were engaged
in agriculture.

Trade-Mark
That Has
Identified

The Choicest

<Manila Cigars
Since 1883

Monarcas

Tel. 12-69

|
|
Excelentes

IN RESPONDING TO ADVERTISEMENTS PLEASE ME.

TION

THE AMERICAN CHAMBLER OF COMMERCE JOURNAL



