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EDITORIAL 

OUR NATIONAL HEROES 

This issue of the MANILA GUARDIAN is humbly 
dedicated to our national heroes particularly those who 
gave their lives to the caµse of the underground move­
ment during the Japanese occupation. 

Most of these brave men and women were Fili­
pinos. Many however were foreigners but who cher­
ished the Philippines as their own country which, like 

·theirs, was fighting to preserve democracy and free­
dom against the onslaught of a common enemy. 

Many of the heroes and martyrs of th~ resistance 
movement were given choices to make by the conque­
rors. One choice, tempting in itself, called for their 

·cooperation in preaching the gospel of thP so-called 
co-prosperity sphere, with the promise of immunity 
from harm and possib]y easy life at a time when the 
fundamental struggle for existence was at its height. 
The other was torture or death. 

It was not hard for them to pick the second choice 
and they faced torture and death with calmness, forti­
tude and determination to resist the enemy. There 
were thousands upon thousands all over the Philip­
pines who made this choice but whose memory today 
is only remembered by their kin and close friends. No 
cross or stone even marks their graves. 

The Philippine Ex-Political Prisoners' Association 
whose members are the survivors of those who made 
the alternative choice has fittingly chosen this day to 
pay tribute to their comrades in the resi~bmce. Set­
ting for the observance which has bec'lme traditional 
since the liberation is Fort Santiago which to them has 
become the symbol of political oppression. 

The rites at the Fort Santiago program will mean 
very little by way of assuaging the sense of loss among 
the widows and orphans of the resistance hero~s. But 
they will express the hope that must have heen in the 
minds of these heroes themselves before they died, the 
hope that their nation will forever be free from for­
eign aggressors and that it shall forever be the bul· 
wark of freedom and democracy in this part of the 
world. 

The MANILA GUARDIAN joins in cherishing 
this hope. 

THE MAJ\"ILA GL"ARDIAN IS PUBLI:'JIEll IN THE ('l'fY OF MA!'/! LA, PHILIPl'INElS WITH ~:lllTOHIAL ANll BUSIN~~S!':i OFFICES AT 
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THEY SLEEP 
AN UNEASY SLEEP 

By TEODORO F. VALENCIA 

In the national cemetery at Capaa, Tarlac, lie the row 
upon row of crosses, symbols of sacrifice and unselfish de­
votion to flag and country. But for the formalism of mod­
em day hero worship, the dead are forgotten. Speeches 
and messages on the occasion of National Heroes' Day fall 
on empty ears in a post-war world embittered and con­
fused. These are the dead, victims of the greed and the 
ambitions of the living. Our heroes rest uneasy and un­
remembered. We might as well resign ourselves to this. 

Joy greeted the returning heroes of the liberation, the 
U. S. Armed Forces and the guerrilla units that helped 
rescue whole communities from the brutal army of occupa­
tion. But even before the surrender of Japan, bitterness 
began to set in aa the cliques of absentee patriots started 
sowing the seeds of hate in the hearts of the Filipinos. 

Returning heroes fresh from Washington were soon 
making sure they alone would merit the love and admira­
tion of the people, perhaps to win all elections thereafter. 
General Carlos P. Romulo, Tomas Cabili, Tomas Confesor 
and wartime cabinetmen in Washington'~ government-in­
exile were out to wrest the political hold by painting every­
body as a collaborator. There were talks of bitter recri­
minations against the "traitors" who were those who had 
been within ten feet of a Japanese sentry. 

The stay-at-home Filipinos who suffered the agony of 
three Jong years of starvation and brutality knew who 
were the "traitors." They, too, thought they would help 
in rounding out the real collaborators and bring about 
justice. These well-meaning people found themselves col­
laborators as well. They too, would be tried and made to 
account for their acts. 

Many a collaborator who enriched himself during the 
Japanese time and actually helped the Japanese found it 
expedient to join the conquerors, to seek recognition with 
some guerrilla unit or to establish connections as members 
of the underground. The picture becamo confused. The 
well-intentioned patriots found themselves on the defen­
sive. The new conquerors were out for blood. They soon 
found their victims, mostly innocent .public servants, pub­
lic spirited men who served their people honestly and well. 

The bitterness was soon crystalized in the elections of 
1946. People started calling each other names. There 

were denunziations and cat-caUs and bitterness was in 
the air. Roxas had to fight off charges of collaboration. 
The '1super-patriots" were mostly on the side of Osmeiia. 
Reaction was violent and bitter. Roxas won in a closely 
contested election and became President. But even his 
election was not to end the name-calling. He found out 
he had to chant the song of his enemies if he were to re­
tain the goodwill of America which was by then steeped 
in the propaganda of the early 1946 patriots. 

In the ensuing confusion, the dead at Capas became 
insignificant. But for the empty speeches on National 
Heroes' Day, the nation practically shelved the dead. Even 
todAy, these heroic sons of the Philippines cry for their 
due. Most of the widows and orphans of the dead at Capas 
are still uPable to find a sympathetic ear because their 
names were crowded out by the numberless fake guer­
rillas and the collaborators who sought refuge in make­
believe patriotic records. 

In the People's Court guerrilla leaders freely gave testi­
monies to save their friends, certified to their "under­
ground" records and included the indictees in the rosters 
of units. Everyone claimed some record of service with 
the underground. 

For sometime, in early 1946 public servants, even 
clerks who served in the occupation government, were 
threatened with non-readmission. Later, this policy had 
to be revised. Today, the publiz employees who served 
during the Japanese time are even given three years' back­
pay. But not before every public employee had managed 
to be guerrillas. · 

The claims of guerrillas are admittedly fantasti::. Even 
genuine guerrillas admit this. This could not have hap­
pened if we had adopted a rational approach towards the 
problem of rollaboration. The Leyte speech of President 
Sergio Osm~iia outlining a sane and humane approach to 
the prnblem was easily put aside in the rush for power 
and ponularity. The result was obviously other than the 
one intended. Soon, the patriots were funny. Soon the 
genuine guerrillas were hard to separate from the fake. 

In the United States, the battle for public opinion con­
tinued. Filipinos flew to America to make statements 
which confused the American public and embittered those 
at home. Those on the defensive did their share in con-
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IF YOU MUST, 

LOOK FOR ME MANYWHERES 
By FRED RUIZ CASTRO 

Here where I fell you will not find me ... 
You will not find me whole again. 
The winds have cleansed me of the slow decay 

of final stillness, 
Soil and sun have released me from time and its sting. 
And now I can know only the deathless peace 

that is the bosom of mother earth. 

If you must look for me manywheres . . . 
In the din of silences left by the smoke of battle, 
In the afterwinds sweeping from field to field, 
In the raindrops holding the sunset on blades of grass, 
In die long and unavailing vigil where comfort is 

similitude, 

In the muted sounds over jungle sepulchres 
and the soul is not there. 

Look for me in these of remembering: 
The smeU of recent rain, 
The sun meeting the yQung evening sky, 
The many-mannered awarenesses of life you defined 

to me, 

fusing the American people. But the American officers 
in the guerrilla recognition units of the Army were to 
know the truth. The gue1Tillas were multiplying. This 
was the result of hate and the reactions of the hated wh 
had to become haters to hide their infamy. 

There is hardly a Fi1ipino today who has no knowledge 
of some fake guerrilla who got paid. Equally so, anoth­
er deser\'ing guerrilla or some. widow or orphan who never 
obtained a hearing. This is all the product of confusion 
worse confounded, of ambition which multiplied into ha­
tred and robbed the r<~al heroes of the gratitude they 
deserve. 

The genuine gucni1las cannot escape blame entirely. 
They too helped their relati\'es into rosbrs to escape what 
appeared in 1946 to be wholesale jailing of "collaborators." 
All these make the dead squi1 m in their graves. Those of 
the decent elements of the eommunit.r that never claimed 
guerrilla status but are n(?\·ertheless clean from the ~ol­
li:aboration i:in~le must now confess to davs of fear when 
c•:en they thought thr:; too would ha,·e to stand trial. 

It is not .\"et too late for us to honor the dead by mak­
ing a clean record of what actua11.r happened here, of the 
misdeeds of a few and of the sacrifices of many who are 
even today branded as traitors because of the political con­
venience in such an unholy preoccupation. It is not yet 

Each twist and toss of me that gave you pain 
coursing through the hours. 

And when you feel like breaking away, look for me. 
In each sh .. 1"D vearning, every devious tenderness, 
In prayer di~ping tremulous into prayer, 
In inarHculate questions; ever withOut 

as to this day, 
In yesteY"day's ecstasy, today's anguish 

a!ld the frustrations in your tomorrow. 

Each time ycu flee th~ memory, you are gathered 
nearer unto me. 

Look for me, as you must and will ... 

Not on the lips of men you will find me: 
they will never understand 
the something of me that forever 
shall remain standing, 
defi--nt, clean and proud, 
nor know of the bits of me 
tha~ ~t!'a?.ghtway winged to God. 

too late f01 the people to help in formulating a sane at­
titude towards a dark chapter of our history. 

Unfortunately, the issue is clouded by the fear on the 
part of man.\· that mt_\" attitude towards col1aboration other 
than what Ameri::a wants us to adopt would be disastrous 
for our rehabilitation needs. As long as we treat the issue 
of collaboration b\· American desires and the trends of 
public opinion in .the United States, we can never have 
peace with ourseh'es. \Ve can never truly honor the dead 
before we haYe appraised the living. 

Ambassador J. :M. Elizalde, we are told, is doing his 
bit in America to acquaint the· American Congress with 
the true status of Philippine guerrillas. There are still 
thousands upon thousands who, for want of connections and 
the know-how, are unable to obtain recogniti011. It is equal­
ly true that man_\· who ha\'e already obtained backpay and 
students' benefits have to be unmasked. Only a vigilant 
and unselfish public opinion can do this. Unfortunatel_\•, 
this healthy attitude is still long in coming. 

'Meanwhile, the deser\·ing dead lie forgotten. Their 
deeds are laid aside b.\· the li,·ing who e\·en now are locked 
in debate on the all-important question of who served the 
country well. All pay lip-service to the dead. Few re­
member them. In truth, they lie unsung and· unhonored. 
Their sleep is the sleep of the uneasy. 
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RETROSPECT 
ON THE OCCUPATION 

The following appeared in an issue of the City Ga­
zette, published during the J apanesc occupation, 
dated January, 1943. 

A YEAR OF THE CONQUERORS 

January 2, 1942 

By LEON G. GUINTO 

A year ago, today, the Imperial Japanese Forces en­
tered Manila. It was a most orderly and peaceful entry. 
There was no untoward resistance whatsoever on the part 
of the Filipinos. The people as a matter of fact were 
ready to receive the Army of Occupation. 

People remembered that even before the Imperial Jap­
anese Forces ~ame and before Manila had been declared 
an open oity they had scrupulously respected the capital, 
their attacks having been limited to definitely-known es­
tablishments and installations. 

The work of the Propaganda Corps of the Imperial 
Japanese Army had been effective in preparing the mind 
of the people for the proper reception of the Army of Oc­
cupation. The Japanese claimed that they were coming 
as brothers and friends to liberate and to help, and the 
population of the city was quick to accept the statement 
and behave accordingly in a way that created no spe:ial 
difficulties for the military authorities in the first dayf 
of establishing a new government for the metropolis on 
the basis of the old. 

Early in the morning of January 2, 1942 the advance 
guard of the Japanese Forces in the south of Manila had 
arrived peacefully and quietly in Paraiiaque. The com­
manding officer, through an interpreter, had said: "\Ve 
do not propose to interfere with civilian activities nor mo­
lest individuals unless they commit untoward acts against 
us. Those creating disorder will be dealt with as indi­
vidual cases." 

Secretary Jorge B. Vargas, as mayor of Greater Ma­
dia, had anticipated the orderly occupation of the :·apital. 
He said: "Our first concern now is how to presn\·e peace 
and order in Manila especially since looting, which arose 
from free distribution of goods in some establishments, 

has becom<' serious." He had accordingly given drastic 
orders to the Metropolitan police to stop the looters. He 
had also advised the people to go to their respective oc­
c:upations ~md do their normal work. 

The Japanese Consul-General and some members of 
his staff had contacted the Japanese advan:e guard in 
Pa1•afi.aqm~ for preliminary negotiations between the oc­
cupying forces and the government officials of the admin­
istration of the open city. 

F"..lllowing an interview with the local press in the 
morning at the field headquarters of the advance column of 
the Japanese Army Occupation Forces in Parafiaque, he 
had given the following assurance: 11Life and property shall 
be protected. CiYilian population shall be left unmolested. 
Normal life and business shall be restored as rapidly as 
possible. Nobody need fear any insecurity at home or any­
where." 

He had further said: "We have nothing but the best 
wishes for the Filipino people and we trust that they 
shall understand our true motives and our attitude. The 
action of individuals 2nd groups shall be considered a:­
cording to their merits and our attitude will depend en­
tirely upon their behaviour and their attitude toward us." 

On the day of the entry df the Imperial Japanese 
Forces in Manila and following, the people were already 
out in the streets and were able to pursue their various acti­
vities withcut much restriction. Sentries were stationed 
at strategk street corners. There were no serious inci­
dents of a character to impede the rapid organization of 
the life and government of the capita] along normal and 
peaceful channels. Soldiers were everywhere occupied 
purely with dqties designed to insure peace and order. 

These were the facts regarding the memorable day of 
occupation and the ciays that immediately followed. We 
may well look back to it now with profound gratitude. No 
day in our history as a subject people could take on greater 
increasing luster with time in the memory of the popula-
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tion of our city and of the Filipino people in general. The 
assuran:es of friendship and service 011 the part of th.:· 
Imperial Japanese Forces have been consistently and in­
creasingly sustained since in the face of all pc·.-sible skepti­
cism of cf'rtain of our population. 

\Vhen we recalled the occupation of other cities of the 
world embroiled in the turmoil of war, the wanton destruc­
tion of life and property that normally accompany the 
occupation of a city by victorious troops, we could scarce­
ly believe our eyes and ears but for the positive confronta­
tion of a rt-ality with little or no possible parallel in history. 
We had been led to expect a:ts of barbarism and we ~aw 
generosity, patience and courtesy shine through the cruel 
exigencies of a determined struggle for racial and hemis-
pheric survival. · 

\\Tc used to think we alone knew the meaning of fair­
ness and magnanimity because ours was a Christian civil­
ization nourished b~· cultures that we used to regard 8:!! · 

superior to anything else outside. Today, after a year of 
direct contact with a force whose cultural antecedents we 
have been taught to regard as alien to us and to ours and 
therefore inimical and injurious, we must, in justice, ad­
mit that· we need no longer be ashamed of the cir~ums­
tances of skin and geogrnphy and that we can only repair 
the unfairness of that attitude and the folly of our out­
look by as rapid and assimilation of new information and 
<'xperience as we can manage within the range of our op­
portunities. 

Now, what ha\·e we to show after a vear of the oc­
tupation that should encol!-rage us and d~epen our faith 
in our future? \\'e ha\·e peace and order. \Ve have a new 
c:onception of public serYice, not in theory but in prac­
tic:e. \\"e ha\·e a new spirit of neighborliness which 1.1rban 
living under western capitalistic standards had well-nigh 
smothered but for destiny's fortuitous intervention. \Ve 
are fast coming to realize the benefits of an outlook gov­
Prned by ~elf-sa::l'ifice, discipline and work. We are fast 
ac:quiring and appreciating a new self-respect rooted in 
pride of om· origins and of our capacity for self-help and 
new adjustments. \Ve are beginning to develop values 
based on the reality of inner worthiness not on the de­
ceptive appearances engendcre.d by the organized dishones­
ties of wnal publicity. \Ve are getting to have and to ap­
preciate opportunities of equality and freedom that come to 
all men who know their own Yalue. 

And that is not all. Here in our city we feel a tre­
mendous creati\'e stirring. As fast as we are building up 
our bodies to ha\'e sustained strength for service to our­
selves and to others, we arc witnessing a new dream com­
ing to bud in reality as we envision and shoulder plans 
of material reconstruction, notable symbol of which was 
the change done with street :ar tracks at Plaza Goiti in 
record time. \\' e have reorganized our ~ity to make of it 
one happy neighborhood equitably enjoying all the public 
services as far as our resources will permit us to effect 
plans of improvement. We are developing a system of 
organized and effective employment of our idle man-power 
for self-help and for the construction of permanent and 
concrete public improvements. We are out to weed out 

inefficiency bad mamwrs and dishonesty in the city gov­
t!rnment in order to pro\'e our capacity to be happy and 
prosperous and still remain decent. 

Thus it is that January 2 will always have a deep and 
abiding spiritual value not only to the :itizens of Manila 
but to all the people of the Philippines. It inaugurated a 
new era of peace, self-respect and reconstruction under 
the guiding principles of the Co-Prosperity Sphere for all 
the communities and races of East Asia. It marked thr 
beginning of an epoch of happy, efficient and orderly gov­
ernment-for the people; and we have covered since a con­
siderable way towards material and cultural rehabilitation 
as well as the soldering of a strong bond of comradeship 
-and cooperation between the Philippines and Japan in the 
common endeavor of organizing and establishing a happy 
New Ordel· for all colored races. 

The Military Administration has taken an exceptional 
interest in the welfare and development of Manila, doing 
everything to insure its establishment on a firm founda­
ti011 to mMkc it a worthy capital of the nation. There 
is no reason to doubt that this interest, as well as the sup­
port and cooperation of its proud and worthy citizens, will 
continue in increasing measure to make Manila a greater 
and happier metropolis. We have January 2 of every yeai· 
to think of this fact. And we may make note of it with 
e\·ery dawn and sunrise. 

JANUARY 2, 1942 

Tlt.e folloll'in11 story is vieecd togctht'r /mm Oie reports 
«IJpearing in the. local vre:is of Mauila at the time of the 
entr!} o_f the Imperial Jrtpa>iese Forces in the City and is of 
special interest by reason of tlte vividtiess of the reactions 
registered of the 1'0p1'la.tioii as noted by the journalists of 
the time. As such it is ri human document that will carry 
increasing interest th1"0ugh the years for those who u:i.!h 
to go back to this historic occasion. u·ltich ma1·1.-erl the begin­
ning of a new era for the Filipilio peoIJl"--EDITORIAL 
NOTE. 

811 The Hour 

6:40 A.M. The city has long been awake, an1 through 
the garbage-littered streets roll canetela·• laden with goods 
given freeiy to the poor. Men on foot, with bamboo poles 
across their bent shoulders, hurry from t.he port area and 
downtown stores, converging for the most 1Jart toward Ton-
do and San Nicolas. · 

The manna from heaven? Delicious bologna and spe­
cial cheeset; that Tonda and San Nicolas seldom if ever 
tasted. Sarks of onions and potatoes. Rolls of cloth, from 
drill to siik. Sheets of scorched iron. Fresh lumber. A 
l'adio for one whose house may have no electrical connec­
tion, a modern stove for another without a gas installation 
in his home. 

8 :40 A.M. Housewives hurry to markets. The dust 
is beginning to rise, the garbage to smell. Smoke above 
and dust below, and the snarling of curs in the refuse. 
There is evacuation, but not much of it and mostly from 
one part of the city to the other. Telephones rinr every-
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where, rel~:lin:!s keeping in touch with each other, keeping 
abreast of the news. That's how rumors are born. News­
papers are grabbe<l from the small hawkers' hmuls. Only 
the newspapers are "steady" in content. Keep quiet; don't 
J'(•sist: thl' .Japanese promise ci\•ilian safoty. 

10 :40 A.M. Too many people on thE:" street, but re, ... 
ol' them hostile. The main streets are uowdcd and ob­
\'ious among the crowds are the prostitutes. \Vell-know1: 
stores like Hamilton Brown arc c1osed. The city has a 
boarded-up look, especially with the Chinese ck.sing shop. 
There is a persistence in buying by the Filipino public, but 
the Chinese retailer is 04out of business" and for the first 
time the Nepa point is driven home-that the middleman 
(·ontrols food distribution and the Chinese has been the 
middleman. 

Most I!ormal offices in the city seem to be the news­
paper offic:r·s where the staffs report for cmty, takE" assign­
ments, ex~·l;ange heated words ·over not!1ing, laugh, argue 
about type, hang on the phones for news that would justify 
an.extra. 

11 :4r A.M. While the Escolta is absolutely quiet, 
with Heacoc:k's open to the public and the clerking force 
on duty, Dasmarifias was already a street of madness. 
Twenty minutes ago, the civilian looter;, Filipinos to the 
last man, broke down the doors of Hong Kua Trading 
company. Other doors had already been battered through 
with imprn·ised rams and others were being attacked. 

\\'her•_· iron doors spread across the front of the stores, 
the looter~ reach through, smashing 1.\'indow$, getting 
articles our of the show windows. 

In Plaza Sta. Cruz, the Chinese stm·e..; are rapidly be­
c:oming wreckage, with some civilians watching· the piles 
of loot and others dragging forth more. Most of the loot­
Prs arc people who were given items !'reely in the port 
a1·ea this morning. 

Adl'(tnt:e (;uanl 11t Panoiaque T·J"eat Ci-oiUan "Well 

The a<inmce guard of the Japanese ror~es in the south 
arrive<l p(•aceful1y and quictlr in Parnfiaque early this 
morning. Most of the advance occupation unit stayed on 
the south side of the Parafiaque bridge, with a small part 
of about a dozen, including an elderly high officer and a 
lieutenant, .taking a position on thP north side. 

Speaking through an interpreter, the commanding of­
ficer declared: "\Ve don't propose to interfere with civilian 
activities nor molest individuals unless they commit un­
toward act5 against us. Those creating disordu· will be 
dealt with as individual ca.ses." 

The JHpanese consul general and a few members of 
his staff conta~ted the Japanese advance guard in Parafia­
que. 'I'hefr presence was evidently in connection with pre~ 
liminary negotiations between the occupying forces and 
government officials on the administration of the open city 
of Manila 
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MESSAGE 

We pause once more to pay. homage to our comrades 
who paid the supreme sacrifice in our common underground 
struggles against the Japanese invaders. 

To us who were lucky to survive the brutal punishments 
of the ruthless enemy, the memorv of our comrades' unflinch­
ing courage, patriotism and devotion to the cause of de-

· I ::~~n': /:;r:~:~ i~he:ursu~e;:s~ ond gladly gave their lives, 

Lest ;'he rest of free-loving mankind forget their sacrifices, 

I 
let us the living, continue the bo:1ds which bind us together. 
Let us strive to help their widows and their orphans. Let us 
forever enshrine them in our beorfs as true notional heroes 
and as martyrs to the cause of freedom. 

ANTONIO QUIRINO 
President 

Philippine Ex-Politico/ Prisoners' Association 

Manila, November 15. 1949 

Newi5papermen, accompanied by photographers, halted 
a few yards from the Japanese unit po.+l'olling the north 
side of Paraiiaque bridge. They W>l'e •ignalled to ad­
vance by the officers, as a result of which the newsmen 
alighted and mal'ched forwa!'d. Although they were armed 
with revolvers and guns, they talked amicably to the news­
men. 

Asked whethel' they eould pose fol' a photograph, a 
Japanese officer, through an interpretar, suggested that 
no pictures be taken for the time being. 

The soldiers ~asually searched pedestrians .and then 
allowecl them to pass on, towards or from the other side 
of the bridge. Everyone was absolutely unmolested. Even 
trucks, cars and rigs kept coming to Manila from the oecu~ 
pied towns beyond. They wel'e loaded with people who 
passed the forces unmolested. 

The main force was not expected to come through 
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rrom the south until some time this afternoon. 
Japam:se internees in the camps along Taft AYenuc 

on to Pasay crowded in the front yards awaiting the occu­
pation army. Thcr wort• Japanese fhgs on their arm 
bands. 
Mayor of (;n'afer Manila Dmstir A!lain,'{f Loofina 

The Japanese occupation advance units, as per ar­
rangements with the Commonwealth Government through 
Mayor Jorge B. Vargas of Greater Manila, established their 
temporary headquarters at the school building and the mu­
nicipal edifi::e at Paraiiaque. 

The occupation troops would remain in their headquar­
ters and would not enter Manila until thC' commanding- J'Cll­

eral of thP .Japanese army reached Paraii.aque and decided 
or determined how and when the occupation troops will 
enter the city. Mayor Vargas anticipated that the occu-
1mtion of Manila would be peaceful and orderly. 

"Our thief concern now," Mayor Vargas explained, "is 
how to preserv<.• peace and order in Manila especially since 
looting, which arose from free distribution of goods mad<.• 
bx some establishments, has become serious." Mayor Var­
gas had to gi,·e drastic orders to th<.• m('tropolitan police 
to stop the looters. 

Vargas also said: "I want to aclYise e\·c1-y resident of 
Greater Manila to go to their respe!ctiYe work and do their 
normal occupations, or stay in their homes so that the troop 
of occupation can Qnter peacefull,r and no harm done tn 
thC' citizens. Looting will be sere!rely dealt with. Looting 
will not only harm the looters but oth('l' people, as the 
h'oOps mar handle the situation thcms-elYes and there is 
nobody to blame but the looters themselves." 
Ocrupation ['nit.~ Treat City Fer11 Well 

An unofficial statement from an official source indi­
c·atNl at 9:30 o'clock this morning that the Japanese would 
lcaY<.' but c>. small for:'<.' in :Manila, the main body moving 
northward. Indication wa.o;; also gi\·cn ~hat the Japanese 
wcmld not be station<.•d in homl's in Manila anrl that the 
C"il,\· would bl• treated "\"C'l'.\" well." 

S('Cl"('thr.\· \'argas, acting head of the go,·crnment at 
prcs(•nt. tonfc1Ted with Japanese army officials regard­
ing the formal Pntrr into Manila and conditions under 
which the occupation of the city would be made. 

The! Japmwsc forces from the south entered the open 
city area cc:r),\· this morning. The chief of police of Para­
li.aquc report('(! that a force of Japanese arrh-ed there at 
around 7 ::lo a.111. and was c~pparently resting and awaiting 
orders. 

The ,Jc.panes<' had apparently marched all night as re­
ports late la1$t n;ght were that the,\· harl entc•rpeJ Munting­
lupa. 

,.----------------------------------. 
I ':: Co111pl:111t•11f.o: of: 

! ILDEFONSO TIONLOC, INC. ! 
I Cn..,(0111-. Brokpr.., & Fo1·wnrdinJ.! Aµn1L-. .·· i 
I I I Juar, Luna & lla:::marifias :frd Flool' Marifima Bldg. i 
L..------------------------------------J 
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~mplimenls fiom 

~o word on the progress of the Japanese forces in 
the north was available in Manila this morning. Rumors 
that their a<h·ancc troops were in the d::init~· of Caloocan 
were denied by the Caloocan police. 

Telephone reports from M;untinglupa recei_ved this 
mol'ning said that the troops that passed there on their 
way to Manila were courteous to the people they saw 011 

th<.' road and apparently well-beha\·ecl. 
The Japanese occupation troops heading to Manila 

from the north were somewhere in the outskirtf of Balin­
tawak, Rizal, at 12 o'clock noon today, with thC' advance 
patrol unit alread)' at barl'io Talipapa of the municiµalit>· 
of Calooc<111. At the rate the main occupation force was 
traYeling, it would most likely be in the city before sun­
down. 
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Universit~ of Santo Tomas 
THE ('ATIHH.H' \!\"JHmSITY OF Tl-It: l'Hll.IPPl\"ES 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

• Institute Of Spanish 
O.Iajor ~ :\li1url 
Cl<t'."~l'~ heg-in '.'\rn-. \ti 

• Institute Of Religious Culture 
Classe~ hegi11 :\11,-. :!:! 

• Course In Chinese Culture 
Start ()f cla:-~l'.; t1J he 
anno1mc<'<l at a latt·r dak 

• Graduate Course Leading To 
M. A. In Social Service 
may ])(' oifcn~d l'.iiectin.' 
the l!J;""1(kll ,;chonl yl'a1· 

Fol' pa1·tirula1-., 

please corn11w11i<·atc 1eith the SeCl'clal'!J Ge11eml 

01· the Rcyi.,trai· 

Japan For<:es P1otcrf Lifr' and I'rO}J(?/'fY 

Life and prnpel't~· shall b1' p!'oteded. Tlw ::-ivilian 
population shall bl' h>J't unmolested. Normal lifo and busi­
llf'SS shall be n•storcd as rapidly as possibll'. 

Nobod~- need fear an.\· insl'<.:Ul'ily at home 01· all\"\\·hen'. 
ThPsc assurnnces WCl'P gi\'en· IJ.\- Hon. Katsumi Nihro. 

.Tap:rneSl' ('011sul GtinPr:li in l\fonila, when intcn·if'\H•d thi.s 
morn'ng at tlw !'icld hcadriuarh1rs of the achancl' c.-olumn 
of 1 lw .Jap;_lll(TP Imw'rial A rm,\" oecupation forcl'~ in Para-
fiHque. 

Fxprc.ssing wa!'m fril'nclship for tlw Filipino p0opll', th<> 
Consul Gl'Iwrnl decla1·pd that the Japanese occupation forcps 
arc thems('ln~s fricndl~- 1o the population. Pointing- out to 
th<' lwhin-iour of tlw /"ol'(:es now in Parafiaquc, who wen· 
not interfcrin1:r in thC' least with the life and ac:tiYities of' 
thf' pt>oplc of thl' tomm11nil.\', the Consul-General declared 
that Ow pccp!c of Manila need fear no trouble uNler th<' 
occupation rCg-ime. 

Th1' small l"on-c in Paraii.aquc was :'.amped in the Pla­
?H h<'3ide the church, with thC' c:ommanding officH~ takin):!· 
their breakfast at the band-stand in the center. Oth<'l' of­
fiet.'rn had oc.:c.:upied the two houses across the strec>L Both 
the north and south approaches of the bridge near th(' 
thurch were gua!'ded b.\· soldiers, checking upon traffic 
but leaving the peopl<' alone. En'n on the sidewalks ad­
joining the church plaza, where the soldiers were either 
l"esling or eating, thC' 1woplt' werC' b(•ing allowed to 3tand 
;wound to watch. 

l\fr. Nihl'o de:.-larcd furthel' that a11~· offellH' against 
the .Japmwse Fortes of occupation or clistm·bing peace and 
onl<'l' would b0 ckalt with incli\"icluall,\" and he expressed 
the hopl' that the public'. would n'spcct their author;ty and 
tooperate in tlw promotion of pea<.:<' and order. 

"\\·e haYe nothing but the best wishes for the Filipino 
people and we trnst that the\' shall unde1·stand our true mo­
ti\'es and our attitude. The adions of individuals an<l 
groups shall be tonsidc1·cd according to their merits and 
our attituck will d<'JWJHI <•11tin1 \)· upon tlwir behaviour and 
their attitude to us." 

He CXJJl"CSsed d(•t•p interest in pcaCl' and order being 
maintained in the tit.\· in the meantime and was in dose 
touch with Secretary Vargas. 

Mr. Kanegae, propridol' of ~ippon Bazar on the Es­
tolta, was one of two or three local .Japanese, who were 
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with the offr::<ffS of the Japanese forces in Parafiaque. 

Sa!JU''s Office F:.~falili.~ht·.~ Conln.l·f with JapanC'He ForceR 

The following announcement was issued hr the High 
Commissioner's office at 10 :15 a.m. today: 

"Contact with th<• occupation forces has bl•en estab­
lished. \Yhile nothing can be guaranteerl, it now appears 
that the occupation Con·es will bl' relatiYely small and that 
they will not Pnh•1· the cit)· until this ~fternoon or e1.lr]:\· 
this enming. 

"It is probable that entry will be mack only after con­
sultations between the High Commissioner's office and thC' 
Commonwealth authorities. This indic:ff!:es that the occu­
pation will be orderly and quiet. 

"At this time, it is ou1· best judgment that bu~inesses 
should opc_n today, anci this will be the most reassuring 
thing for thC' publi:·. Excessin~ mo\·ement in thf' streets 
~hould bt• a\·oided, but thf' occupation forces should be. 
IH'<'S<'nted with thC' fact of a C'il,\· opf'rating quietly and 
1101·mallr. 

"Howc_·YC1', the matter of opening will have to be left 
(o the bPst judgment of the indh·idual concerned." 

l'ar!Jas .l!rtJ<'N People To C~1rry On Nol'mally 

Secrctar,\· Vargas, designated as Mayor of Greater 
Manila, co'.mselled the residents of the metropo!it:in area 
to proceed normally with their occupations and da!ly labors 
as he expc-c:t<'d a dis::iplinccl occupation force under of­
ficers, opcl'3ting in acrordnnl'e with international law, 
would entH l\Ianila. 

l\hl,\"O!' Vargas l'Xl)l'c_•ssc_•<I lhl' belief that no harm 
would bt' clone to l'il,\· residt1nts if the,\· woulcl conduct 
lhemsPln•s in ac<:ordmH·t> with intc•rnational lc:nv. An army 
d Ol'c:npation, ac:<:onling to international law goYerning open 
<:ities, inte!'fcl'l'S as little as possible with thf~ normal life 
of the pc_•opic aftc_1 r taking· O\'CI' the g"O\'Cl'!lment buildings 
fm· its us:! and c:ommandc•t•ring pro\·isions for its officers 
and soldiel's. 

The a1·m.r of oc:::upation might ask residents to sur­
render Hwi1· firearms. It would also take all the steps ncc­
l'Ssary for the prolc_•ction of' its soldiers. Soldiers would 
be posted Ill Yarious plac:cs as sentries who \vou!d enforce 
milita;-r laws. Rc_•spl'<:t for thl'm should be exrrcised by the 
1·1.·sidl•nts of an open city to pH!n•nt H c:lash between mil­
itary a.nd c:iYilian authorities. 
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Gover11ment officials today remained calm and col­
lected in their respective offices ready to receive the oc­
cupation army. The mayors in Quezon City and the neigh­
boring muni~ipalities of Caloocan, Pasay, San Juan, Pa-
1·afiaque, Muntinglupa, and Makati, who had btcn desig­
nated ;1s as-sistant mayors, were told by Secretary Vargas 
to act according to previous instructions. 

The statement of Secretary Vargas follows: 
"Under international practices, it \d the duty of the 

inhabitants of' an occupied territory to carry on their or­
dinary penc:eful pursuits, to behave in an absolutely peace­
ful manner, to take no part whatsoever in the hostilities 
t·arried on. to refrain from injurious acls towards troops 
of tht• occupant or with respect to their operations and 
to render i:itrict obeclien:e to officials ·of the occt1pant." 

Security 
for the future 
can be yours . 

Invest in an INSULAR LIFE 
policy ol savings and 
protection. 

The INSULAR LIFE ASSURANCE CO., Ltd. 
lnfl.ular Life Bldg .• Pla:ca l\loraga, ~lanila 

Telephone: 2-71-02 

For a Safe Investment, nnd Choice Homesites, 
and Excellent Neighborhood, . , , , , the Center 
of Quezon City-where our subdivisions are 
located--every minute there's transportation. 
Beautiful high Jots from 300 to 4,000 i;q.m. 
209( down, rest, payable on monthly instnll­
ment basis within 10 years. 

MAGDALENA ESTA TE, I NC. 
217, 219, 221 Consolidated Investments Bid~ •• 

Plaza Goiti, l\.lanila, Tel. 3·26-fl8 

Suncla111 Tel. 6·12-08 

The Manila municipal board this morning unanimous­
!~· passed a resolution asking the people of Manila not to 
commit any provocative acts and to behave in ~1 peaceful 
and orderly manner. 

Manuel de la Fuente was reelected president of the 
board, which simultaneously agl'eed to unite and abolish 
all party lines. 

Mayor Juan Nolasco reiterated his appeal to the peo­
ple of Manila to be calm and peaceful and to refrain from 
committing hostile acts against the occupation forres. 
To The Women 

Steady, ladies. This is what you should clo: cook, 
wash, sew, clean your homes, burn yom· garbag·c if it is 
not colle:.!tcd, weed your gardens, preserve what food you 
can, ration by trimming the meals down to the essr.ntials. 
You've probably been doing this most of your life. What's 
oo hard about doing it now? 

Sit tight. Don't parade around. Don't stand in the 
streets gawking and gossipirig. Don't, of all things, get 
hysterical crossing your bridges before you come to them. 
Give your children this remembrance ior the clavs when 
they arc grown: that, when the Japanese forces ~ccupied 
Manila, their mother was going quietly and serenely about 
her duties. 

And this is your New Year philosophy: No fears for 
the year nhead, only gratitude for all the years behind. 
\\'hat if you had never been born? There wou1rln't have 
b~en those old school days. There wouldn't have been 
those days of romance. There wou1cln't have been that 
puckered baby face pecking out of the swaddling blanket. 
Be glad you had that much. 
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BACOLOD-MURCIA MILLING 
COMPANY. INC. 

CENTRAL AZUCARERA DEL 
DANAO 

MA-AO SUGAR CENTRAL 
COMPANY. INC. 

TALISAY-SILAY MILLING 
COMPANY. INC. 

COPRA AND OIL 

LUZON INDUSTRIAL CORPOR­
ATION 

MINDANAO COCONUT PRO­
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A Manila pavn· editorial: 

"The assurance given by the Japanese Consul Genera"! 
and the officers in command of the Japanese army ad­
,·ance units in Paraiiaque with referen::e to civilians and 
ci\·ilian activities as Manila prepares for occupation should 
go a long wa.r towards minimizirig the fear and confusion 
incident to the city's change of status. 

"\Ve don't propose," said the Japanese officer in an in­
tcn·icw through an interpretel', "to interfere with civilian 
activities, much less do :ivilians any harm. Individuals 
who ma.r be found to be causing disorrler will be dealt 
with as indi\•idual cases." 

"\Ve are sure that our responsible officials will do 
('\'Crythinr.· possible to effect arrangements to the satisfac­
tion of the o::cup,ring forces and the re1ief and safety of 
the ci\'ilian population. 

"It is up to us to render full cooperation with the 
Japancs'~ forces and the local authorities, refraining from 
any untowcll'd behaviour that can endanger the security 
of the community and the orderly functioning of public 
serYices. Let us observe the rules strictly and not be 
found lacking in the basic essentials of behaviour required 
b,\· the circumstances." 

Time Fot· Birthday 

Miss Amparo S. Cortes, who quietly obscn·e<l her birth­
day today, January 2, by attending the Mass, received a 
number of close friends and relatives who greeted her many 
happy returns of the day in her parents' home on M. Earn­
shaw, Sampaloc. Miss Cortes is a member of the fa:ulty 
of the Pasay Elementary School. 

Still on the job are the hundreds of barefooted, tat­
tt!red newsboys who since the beginning of the war three 
weeks ago have been "on duty" the clock around. Es­
pecially in the last week have these light footed, raucous 
news messengers been the servants of the public. 
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OUR UNKNOWN ENVOY­
DIPLOMAT: ELIZALDE 

By MOISES T. GUERRERO 

StrangelY, one of the most popular diplomats in Wash­
ington is comparatively unknown in his own country. Re­
spected by other foreign representatives, intimate with 
top \Vashington officials including President Truman, and 
on first-name terms with most Congressional leaders, Phil­
ippine Ambassador Joaquin Miguel Elizalde to many Fili­
pinos is just a successful businessman whose polo team,. 
which included his brothers, was rated among the best in 
the world before the war. They know him to be the mov­
ing spirit behind a business empire rich in historic tradi­
tion and which has bran'2hed out to many ventures, includ­
ing shipping and paints. 
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But Elizalde, with the 
vast interests which he and 
his equally energetic broth­
ers have built, is undoubt­
edly a better diplomat than 
a businessman. This has 
been proven in his more Ambassador Joaquin Elizalde 
than 10 years of representing the Philippine government 
in the American capital, a period which covered the Com­
monwealth, including the war years, to the Republic. Ap­
pointed and reappointed by four successive President, he 
has set a record in Philippine foreign service which per­
haps no other Filipino has done. 

To the average Filipino, Ambassador Elizalde's work 
in Washington is an ordinary task which an ordinary man 
can very well accomplish. In the minds of his country­
men, America is committed to help the Philippines because 
of. the pecu1iar relationship existing between the two coun-
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tries. Hen('e, to their way of thinking, our envoy simply 
has to remind American leaders of such a relationship and 
that commitment and presto, aid would come. Nothing is 
farther from the truth and Ambassador EHzalde, for every 
liltle thing we want, has to fight for it with all the strat­
egy, energ~· and tact at his command. 

Typical of the many many fights he has und<!rtaken 
in \\'ashinrrton was the introduction of the Cavalcante meas­
ure which has drawn interest from every Filipino ex­
nolitical prisoner. As wil1 be recalled, the Philippine Ex­
Political Prisoners' Association early thi~ year sent a mis­
sion to \:Vashington to work for benefits similar to those 
accorded American internees in the Philippines. The mis­
sion arrived in the U.S. :apital at. a time when more 
pr€'ssing problems, both international and domestic, were 
confronting Congress. It sought the help of Ambassador 
Elizalde who was then busy with other measures affect­
ing the Philippines. Despite this fact, the Filipino envo); 
,·er.v we11 used his influence to divert American Con­
gressional attention to this comparatively unimportant bil1. 
RecaJFng the hardships he encountered in having a Con­
gTessman sponsor the bil1, he wrote to the head of the 
mission~ 

"You are cognizant, I believe, of the difficulties con­
fronting the Embassy in securing favorable legislation 
from the Congress of the United States. You went through 
a trying experience before we could convince a member of 
Congress to introduce a bill designed to amend the \Var 
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Claims Act of 1948 so that its benofioial prnvisions may 
include the Filipino political prisoners of war. You have 
seen that without friendship with Congressional leaders, 
e\·en that would have been hard to get. That we suc­
ceeded in introducing a bill is a great achievement for which 
you can justly be proud. Nevertheless, it also marks the 
beginning of a far greater struggle to have the measure 
enacted into law." 

To think that this small measure is but a drop in the 
mass of windfalls which the l?hilippines has been asking 
from the United States is to know the heavy burden which 
our representative in \\rashington is shouldering. 

Getting Congressional interest in the enactment of 
favorable legislation is just a part of the Ambassador's job. 
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Most important of all is of course seeing to it that the 
Philippines continue to be the apple of the American ad­
ministration's eyes. This is no easy work, taking into ac­
count America's wmmitments to other countries. But 
Ambassador Elizalde has been <lo'ng creditably well along 
this 1ine. Presirlent Truman has noth;n~ but praise and 
admiration for the Filipino envo)r and jt is sai(! the latter 
is one of the most frequent visitors nt the 'Vhite House 
among Washington diplomatic circleR. 

Visiting Filipinos in Washington. be they public of­
ficials or mere private citizens, com" lrcl\ with high praise 
for their representative. When Congressmen Magsaysay 
and Cinco went to lobby for the enactment of the Ro!!ers 
Ril1 extending educational benefits to Filipino veterans, 
they readily admitted that without th.:! influence of Mr. 
Elizalde, their mission would have been a faHure. Many 
a stranded Filipino in the United States has obtained help, 
financial and otherwise, from_ the Filipino envoy. 

As dean and premier among Philippine diplomatic 
representatives abroad, he has been nicked out to repre­
sent the country in international conclaves held in other 
countries. In such mission he has v.one to London, Paris, 
Geneva and other parts of the world, earning credit and 
honor for his country. His mild and gentlemanly man­
ners, his complete grasp of international o:iffairs, his energy 
and diligence as well as his willingness to undertake the 
hardest jobs are his greatest assets in his work. 

(Conf1'.nued on pa!J<' 78) 

With compliments 

of the 

manufacturers of the world 

famous duplicating machines 

:rn l>n\"id St. 

Re~inn Bldg-. 

Maniln' - Cebu 

Tel. ~-<HHi:I 



November 30 THE MANILA GUARDIAN Page Zi 

THE LAST DAYS 
IN BATAAN 

By LEON MA. GUERRERO 

C ORREGIDOR STILL STANDS," cried the Voice of 
Freedom bra\·eh· at the end of its news broadcast 

evur night. But the. words had a hollow and ironic ring. 
That was indeed all that the Rock could do 110\1•, stand and· 
take its beating, stripped, scal'l'cd, pounded n:crci1essly 
from eYery side, as lon~ly as a pun::h-<lrunk boxer, 
Crouched dumbly in a corner, staying up b.\· pure inertia, 
going through <lefensi,·e motions automatically, waiting 
for the inirac:lc of the bell or the final relief of oblivion. 

The fall of Bataan had sealed th<• fate of the forts at 
the mouth of :Manila bay. The group of fortified islands 
had been designed to rest on the friendly shores of the 
bay-Ca,·ite with its small na,·al base on the left, and on 
the right the mountainous peninsula of Bataan. But Ca-

I 
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vite, its naYal insta11ations razed and set ablaze in one 
disastrous air-raid, had been abandoned during the pre­
cipitate rctn•at land stand. Formidably c>quipped to repel 
any attack from the sea, the forts were now caught help­
lessly between the Jaws of Manila bay. 

Once definite words had been recein~<l from the Amer­
ican high command, refusing the wholesale surrender of 
311 the United States Fo1·c~s in the Philippines upon the 
fall of Bataan, tlv~ Japanese renewed their attacks on 
Corregidor with redoubled fu1·.r. Powerful batteries were 
emplaced in Bataan, dirPct('(l by an obsen·ation balloon 
so high as to be in\'isible to the naked e.n• and beyond the 
reach oi anti-air::raft fire. Artillery positions were also 
established in c~witc to close the deadly c:irc]e of fire. 

At the same time incessant air-raids placed a ceili-J1,g 
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of familiar terror cYel' the fortified islands. The anti­
aircraft batteries were pounded alternately by shell and 
bomb. The inescapable dilemma which worked the doom 
of the Bataan artillery was imposed in turn on Corregidor; 
to fire and g·i\·e away posit!on or to cease fire and remain 
incffecth·e. 

The unequal duel could not last long. One by one 
the coastal guns and the anti-aircraft batteries fell dilent 
while the huge na\•al pieces, whose cunningly concealed 
muzzles ~oYcred en:ory inch of sea approach and whose 
plotted fire could haYe blasted an enemy armada from 
below the horizon, were rooted in immo\'able cement, 
doomed by a fatal irony to face foreYer an empty sea. 

Under the constant beating, the face of Corrcgidor 
grew scarred and ugly. The spacious barracks and clubs 
and bungalows smashed and burnt down during the first 
days of the war, were now further triturated. The post­
exchanges ha<l long before been bombed and looted. The 
air-conditioned mo\'ics were shut down tight. The spacious 
warehouses along the water-front were rubble and ashes. 
The pleasant lawns and gi·o\'es were scorch~d, gaunt and 
leafless, co\'ered with the chocolate dust of cot:ntless ex­
plosion3, pitted with shell-holes and exca\'ations. The 
\'er.r ro::ks wPre raw with repeated blasts. 

II 

AS THE DAYS passed by in thunder, e\'en the ele­
mentary comforts became increasingly difficult. The pow­
er lines were repeatedly broken and then an auxiliary 
engine in the main Malinta tunnel had h, make up, sput-
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tering and c:oughing asthmatically, trembling under its 
hea\'Y load. The lights flickered or else went out entire­
ly, plunging the underground chambers into oppressive 
darkness. \\'aler was rationed; the faucets went dry at 
certain periods and always during an air-raid. The quar­
termaster began to grow miserly even with food. The 
garrison was allowed only two meals per day although 
the officers' mess cut down dinner enough to al1ow a light 
luncheon. So soon and so easily had the heart-breaking 
lessons of Bataan been forgotten! 

Once again food was to be saved and hoarded and 
stored and kept under lock vnd key-in expectation of pro­
longed resistance. Not until hundreds of en1isted men in 
l\fa1inta tunnel were poisoned by a rotten meal did head­
quarters issue orders that used food should not be re­
cooked and rc-sen·ed in the name of thrift. And while 
the garrison endured these privations, the storage tunnels 
were crammC'd with ::ases of milk, fruits, \'egetables, iron 
rations-as the Japanese would discover to their profit 
and delight on a not-too-distant day. 

Little wonder that the most decisive casualty of the 
p·1·eliminal'.\' bombardment was morale. Lieutenant-Gen­
eral \\'ainwright might sign inspiring proclamations pre­
pared by his press relations officers, urging the men under 
his command to "think and act and fight as one great 
team." This excellent advice was lost in the deep fissures 
that crac:k{'(J open ttnder the strain of the seige. Hidden 
conflicts rose to the surface; half-forgotten resentments 
were re\'i\'ed and intensified. 
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III 

THE BATTERY crews began to mock and curse the 
well-groomed officers and men who, through no fault of 
their own, enjoyed the inestimable privilege of doing their 
duty inside Malinta tunnel. Subordinates began to enter­
tain unjustified suspi"Zions as to the courage of superiors 
who, in strict accordance with military ritual, could com­
manrl their inferiors to expose themselves while they them­
selves remained under shelter. Citations, medals, decora­
tions, silver stars and purple hearts were scattered gen­
erously. But this largess could hardly digsuise the in­
herent aristocracy of the army, which became ever more 
hateful in the distorted light of the evening of defeat. 

Another, more unexpected, division was that which 
set apart the refugees from Bataan. These men whether 
Filipinos or Americans, were frankly tired of war. Gaunt, 
unshaven, dirtr, wrapped in a sullen despair, they squatted 
silently on the tunnel curb by day. By night they stretched 
out on their scraps of blanket or on the bare ~ement, across" 
the path of trucks and cars. They cluttered up the neat 
tunnels with their heterogeneous possessions with the 
garbage and wreckage of war. 

Yet it was impossible to clear them out for they had 
a certain tired stubbornness that defiE:d command or insult. 
And it was a sinister and insidious disease that daily in­
fected and drew closer to them the garrison of Corregidor. 

There were frantic efforts to discipline them· or ab­
sorb them into existing organizations; they were com­
manded to register, apply, report; they obeyed slowly, with 
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infinite reluctance, and in the end it seemed that nothing 
could be done, that nothing had changed. The ghostly rab­
ble would drift back into the tunnels at night, to haunt the 
patriotic alloeutions of the high command with the dread 
reality of their defeat. 

IV 

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL. Wainwright might indeed 
boast to the world that Corregidor "can and shall be held." 
But the growing demoralization ate away the substance of 
the words. Only the hope of victory can make endurabfo 
the horrible sufferings of war, and in Corregidor there 
was no hope of victory. There was no future paradise 
to soften th€ rigol's of the pr€sent; for Corregidor there 
was no future but defeat, no reality but the uncertain 

· present. 
Reality was a brief cigarette in the dark, a frenzied 

kiss and embrace beyond the end of the road, a plateful 
of beans and a slice of canned pineapple, a throw of the 
dice, the turn of a card. 

Above all, reality was a bloody carcass carried on a 
swaying khaki stretcher along the cavernous gloom of Ma­
linta tunnel, past the staring crowds suddenly grown 
hushed, past the varnished tables of the offieers' mess 
where the colonels and tho pretty nurses kept their eyes 
uneasily and gustily on the cards on their hands, and then 
into the hospital lateral, past the barber-shop and the 
chaplain's library, finally to be laid on the white surgical 
tables to squirm and groan and scream J.nd mutter half­
rernembered prayer:; and half-forgotten names, amid tinkle 
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of instruments and the rush of water, and then perchance 
to sink heavily into drugged and exhausted sleep on the 
double-decked beds that filled every foot of the tunnel, or 
else to be carried once mo~·e:, the empty face covered m.er­
ciful1y with a blanket, back to the entrance of the lateral, 
to wait behind a :screen for the coYered truck to come and 
take it away in the morning. 

Every day it seemed that the line of stret:!hers grew 
longer. The tunnel was filled with the whine and the 
clatter, the eerie bluishwhitc light of blow-torches welding 
steel-beds into double-deckers; the narrow hospital corri­
dors were crammed with the wounded, the sick, and the 
dying; the con\·ale.sc:ent wel'c hurried out to make room 
for fresh casualties as the doctors made their rounds with 
an increasingly artificial joviality. 

Nurses snapped at one another, at the male attendants. 
at the patients, as the intolerable strain continued. An of­
ficial order commanded all the civilian women refugees 
on the island to lend a hand; and the gossips, the flirts,· 
the Na,·y wh·es and the Army daughters, pleasant novels, 
their compacts, and their cigarette :ases, to carry soup­
trays or administer baths and rubdowns with their mani­
cured hands. And eYer.r day when the red light in front 
of the Harbor Defense Headquarters went out and the air­
raid was o,·er, the grimy unwashed bodies would come in 
on their stained stretchers, carried on a wave of silenc.e 
and spreading fear. 

v 
UNDER the deeping shadow of death, life in Corregi-
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dor took on a faster, more intense tempo. The smallest 
and most simple pleasures became sought aftet• and treas­
ured as they became increa3ingly more rare and dangerous 
-an interrupted cigarette, a cold shower, a stolen biscuit, 
a good night's sleep in the open air. 

There was a heightenecl feeling that life was to be 
lived from day to day, without illusions of an ultimate 
victory or heroic enshrinement. Many sought forgetful­
ness in gambling. There was no other way to spend the 
accumulated pay that bulged in their pockets and they 
rattled the dioe or played endless bridge, rnmmy, and 
poker. 

Jam session attracted great crowds which gathered 
in the dark and hummed softly 01· tapped feet to the nos­
talgic swing of a wheening organ, a haunting guitar, or 
a low-moaning trombone. Sometimes a nurse and her 
boy-friend of the evening would melt into a dance under 
the disapproving eyes of the onlookers which would grow 
soft and thoughtful, while other couples would steal out 
into the perilous night, to lie on the harsh dry grass that 
was softened by the dew. 

Out there a man might indeed forget, gulping down 
sweetened hospital alcohol, listening to the thin and deli­
cate melody of a Filipino kundiman, or a muffled laugh­
surrendering Mind with all its fears and premonitions to 
the warm embrace of Flesh. 

Still others sought the consolations of religion and 
the symbols of another world, a better world of sweet and 
eternal peace. The Catholics gathered at dawn in the of­
fic~rs' mess of Malinta tunnel, where one of the tables was 
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converted into a simple altar, and, kneeling on the bare 
cement, under the high white-washed vault, they listened 
devoutly and a little desperately to the same hushed sacra­
mental phrases that had been whispered in the catacombs. 
But when at the Gospel the priest reminded the faithfui 
that no Catholi: to die (for was not death the gateway to 
eternal life, and did not man save his life only by losing 
itJ, the ancient formulas seemed suddenly to have a ring 
of rhetoric. 

The gaunt and haunt.._.>d men, and the women with 
averted eres, who listened to the brave assurances of faith. 
fought with a wild t 1ntamable instinct within their breasts, 
which drowned the misty beauty of the godly promise with 
the primitive human will to Ih·e a few more weeks, a few 
more da:rs. as long as possible, no inatter how cruel or 
sinful in passing this Yale of tears, this battered rock, 
this crumbling fortress, this lonely target of all the fury 
of earth and skr. Sweet indeed might be the vision and· 
the promise of eternal life, but sweeter still was the life 
of this earth to those who were about to leave it; sweeter 
than all the ghostly joys of paradise, the near familiar 
pleasures of the senses-air in the lungs, color in the eyes, 
softness ,and warmth to the touch, sound b the ears, though 
it might be only the awful wailing of the hells sounding 
the last days of Corregidor. 

VI 

THUS in the thickening dusk of defeat Faith was si­

( Continucd on Jmr:c 78) 
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LETTER TO A WAR WIDOW 
By YAY AGUSTl1' 

I think of you, L,r<l. Xonc knows bciter than I what 
.\"OU ha,·c lost, nor do J sa.r there are many like you, for it 
is not so. Other women han~ lost their homes, but it was 
not 1142 l\I. II. dcl Pilar where, in a golden haze of literature 
and with you and .\"Olll' husband brought to haYen many a 
struggling-and straggling-writer. Other women havt! 
lost their husbands, but it was not l\frmuel, who cherished 
.\"OU for your flaws as well as .\·our perfectionf. and likenc(l 
his wife to "a morning when papayas are in bloom." Othcl" 
women ha\·c lost tlwir friends, but none were A. E. Li· 
tiatco who could sc!·atc:h back in a frit>ndl.r literal'.\" feud 
that nen•r lost its ~pin•. 

It was too necli" perfect, L,rd. Howcn~r many or he~lY.\ 
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the blessings you lay upon the scales, you have lost ~ome­
thing you may substitute but never regain. Now you are 
just a mortal again, and the world you had was an illu­
sion or a delusion or a touch of heaven this side of hell, 
anrl this the gods gave you so that you could know what 
lies beyond the world's rim, what awaits in the stars, where 
the eternities are-not what they are, but where they are~ 
and by this ~hall we know how passing even is eternity. 

You arc> left behind in a. world only too real. It i.;, 
the worlrl of millions, Lyd-all they've ever had, all theJ 
will ever have. Consider the tragedy! What you lost the) 
will not even have some day! See them grubbing without 
making an art of their striving; see them defeated by their 
own limitations; see them hardly animate, while life passes 
by. Some will live a hundred years, and not their hun­
dred years can equal the ten you had with Manuel. Pity 
them for whal they are not and for what they can never 

-ha Ye. Your suffering will thange, as it is changing. You 
will suffer not for yourself, nor for Manuel. You will suf .. 
fer. for mankind because it is not in your power to give! 
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them what God gave only you. 
Manuel, your husband, needs nobody's tears. \Vhoever 

tried weakly because Jose Rizal faced the firing squad·r 
You followed his trail to the edge of the pit where he 

bent his neck only once in his long, proud fighi. He bent 
it to the execution~n"s sword. For nothing less than that 
<lid he e\·er bend his head. T1·uly he did you proud. 

""hat did he tell the enemy at his farce courtmartial? 
Standing tall, speaking slowly, he told them the meaning 
of democrac\· in such beautiful words that he touched their 
rawest spot. and they knew what he said was true. And 
they knew that he must die, that it was their Co-Prosper­
it)' duty to kill him. Manuel had a choice, Lyd. He could 
have lived, had he loved not honor more. They asked 
him to define demooracy. \\"hen he finished defining it, 
the enem,· knew then what Manuel knew befoi'(~ he opened 
his mouth-that he must die. 

In the prime of young manhood, in the full ript• 
promise of his literary career, the best short-story writer­
in the Philippines died. Yet the spirit of him stays with 
you and with us he has ]eft behind. 

No tears for Riza1. No tears for Manuel. 
And no pity for you, Lyd. 
Yet. when I came upon this, I thought of you. What 

do you make of it? It runs: "Members of a unit must 
have devoted their entire efforts, while in the unit, to mili­
tary activity in the fie1d, to the exclusion of normal civilian 
pursuits and family obligations. Persons whc lived at 
home, ~upporting their families by means of farming or 
other civilian pursuits and who assisted guerrilla units on 
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a part-time basis are not considered as gucnillas entitled 
to recognition and pay." 

Lyd, I don't get it. 
Yours \Vas the reasonable word, the judicious head, 

the gentle hand among us. More, ,\"OU arc a war widow 
and thus qualified by grief, pride, destitution and spiritual 
compensation to tell me wh!~!·c I am wrong or if I am right. 
Most of all, you arc a Yery great person; g1·t•at enough to 
seek the truth and speak it, <•i;-peciallr to me. ~o often thP 
b<->neficiary of your fran]m,~ss. 

That paragraph quoted aboYe is Point 5 of an untitled 
set of rules to guid'~ AF\\'ESPAC personnel in their inves­
tigation of guerrilla organizations in prncess of recognition. 
The first four poin~:s deal with activity, Ol"ganization, dis­

. cipline and continuit~· of acti\'ity. Thc>r al'e all fine points. 
~o guc:rri11a outfit need fr1-t because or them, unless they 
were "paper armies" with mon' ::olo11(')s than corpora]s who 
spent much of tlwi!" tinw doing (•xactl.\· what an army has 
no business doing. 

It's that Point i>, L.rcl. Shol't of the .Japanese occu­
pation itself, I can't SC<' an,\·thing more unjust than that. 
Unjust and pelt,\·. 

Read it again. I'll wail. 
Now, just wh.\· is it that recognition and pay go imnd 

in hancl? Recognition is 01w thing. Pay is another. l 
have muddled arnund in m~· h0ad and fished in the files to 
trace the histo1-r of" this mess,\" backpar business. "\\'e 
were still in tlw hills when a radio broadcast from Leyte 
said something about double compensation for USAFFE 
men who had joinl'rl the gtwnillas. Then~ was something 

Compliments 

of 

SYVEL'S INC. 
Where Smart Men Shop 

qo Rl'gina Bldg. 

f:,.coha, Manila 



Page 28 THE MANILA GUARDIAN November 30, 1949 

about a hundred pesos a month for enlisted men. 
You looked at me and I looked at you. It meant 

nothing to us because. for one thing, we were too damn 
busr to be bothered. But with an eye apiece we did check 
O\'er the men in sight to see what it meant. Some were 
restive, taut, poised for the Liberation and their venq-eful 
share in it. Others, worn out by the unending fight of 
three long years, were too sick and tired to care except 
enYiousl,\r to wish the,\' might re-::over in time to fight. Oh, 
they were pleased enough! Compensation is a good word. 
It has possibilities of all manner of compensations. But 
if you ask me,. it meant little more to them than the awaited 
word from the highe:st authorities that the guerrillas had 
been rip:ht all along. America would come back. Amer­
ica was back. 

That seems to be how backpa)r started. Somebody ar­
riYed on a tidal waYe of Yictory and, without a~king ques­
tions, made a raft of nromh~es. Nobody that I recall asked 
America for backpay. A lot of people needed help, and· 
the multitude for loans; but there was nothing from within 
the Philippines pressing the Common-country still un .. 
liberated, was occupied with fighting or hiding from the 
enemy. 

Carrie the Liberation. People were then occupied with 
picking up the pieces-relatives, friends, themselves-sur­
prised it :ould be done. The backpay talk was beginning, 
but it wasn't a roar. 

The guerrillas swept along with the army of occupa­
tion. A lot who weren't guerrillas fastened themselves 

Praisewo1·thy is to 1·emember past heroes by 

1·eligious and civic ce1·emonies, but; let us be 

heroes now, before othm·s remember us cw·sing 

our name for too much day d?·eaming and idle 

talk. 
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to the same army. The U.S. Army said something about 
recognition, and astute guerrilla leaders, told that it meant 
the same care and compensation due a GI and knowing 
their fighters were both deserving and terribly in need, 
accepted recognition, well knowing it implied immediate 
shipment to Japan on the f;rst invasion out. 

\Vhat more could America ask, Lyd? For three years 
of anguish, the Filipinos did what even America in all her 
power and glory could not do, Thev kept the Stars and 
Stripes flying behind fairly provided for, they were lining­
up for the invasion of th~ Japanese mainland. You'C. 
think our people had done Pnough, having done for Amer­
ica what America could not do. 

.Tanan collansed. There was no longer need for pa­
. triotic fervor. The authoriti.es settled down to business. 

And ""~ ! What a headache somebody had given 
somf'body ! Tn the first p]ace, it was dis:overed that a 
whole ronntry had been loyal and at least a million, of the 
18 miJl;on. active indeed. lit the second place, many a 
J·c•.·o had rriven his life before the Liberation. 

Now, as I understand it, there is a rough estimate 
that in Luzon alone there may be as many as 500,000 guer­
rillas to be recognized. Certain American wits want to 
know why that many could not have won the war. Well, 
if the Japanese had been such a push-over, how come it 
took the Allies, including the wits, three years to make a 
comeback? Half of the guerrilla endeavor was not merely 
a life for a life but also keep the Philippines crammed 
with occupation troops to hold them back from Australia. 
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The Japanese themselves admitted that nowhere in 
their Co-Prosperity Sphere were they having the vexation 
the Filipinos ga\·e thli'm. You yourself, Lyd, who for the 
first two years ran the g-amut of risk in Manila said that 
where in the beginning the Japanese hated the AmeJ'icans 
and made friendb· o\·ertures to the Filipinos at the prison 
camps. within a year they hate<l the Filipinos far more 
than the Ameri-::ans. And we found that out in the last 
year. Our little country had been more effective than 
the Jaoancse could bear. Long before the U.S. Army came 
along to 11 rccognize" the guerriJlas, the Japanese had 
recogn;zed them. Too man>· Japanese were bC'ing kept oc­
cupied in their own occupied territory. Many a Filipino 
died of torture, in an aP,"ony far more exquisite than a bullet 
between the e\·es in the midd]C' of a thought. 

As l nnderstand it ap.-ain, the authorities ha,·e no in­
tention of comnensating the widows of imch heroes. A 
guenilla who died in a zoninp,-, his thighs and cakes ripped 
out by the enem)·'s ~ogs, hung head down O\'Cr coa]s and· 
his brains baked, strung un in the butterfly-swing and 
beaten to death, ruptured b.r the water cure and broken 
b)· blows from rifle butts, burned to death with cotton 
tufts soaked in gasoline and scattered o\"er his body and 
ignited one by one, stan·ed in dungeons, cut to pieces in 
sabre pra~tice-a ,1tuerrilla who died like this, flying the 
American and Philippine flags in his heart, hero after 
hero taking his underground secrets with him to the 
gra\"e ... widows of these need expect nothing, for their 
husbands are considered by AF\YESPAC unworthy of 
recognition. 
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Lyd, you are one of the war widows excluded by 
Point!;. 

I know you don't care. \Vhatever you gave and what­
e\"er you lost in those perilous three years had no strings 
attached to them. You ga\·e freely, from a full heart, 
from a holy heart. No pension could ever repay you your 
losses or pay in fu11 all you deserve. You yourself, as a 
iiving guErril1a, would forego your own backpay. I do 
not know the details. All l lmow is that what you eat and 
what you wear now are your own sweat from day to day 
And still it is not pension or backpay a1onr from which 
)'OU are f'xcluded, but recoo:nition of Manuel, your husband, 
as one of the most proudly tragic figures of this war. 

Once again, you would probably forego anything re­
rf'mbling remuneration. For all of you, the whole United 
States Treasury conk1. turn to watn and flow 3eawards. Is 
the armv mentality on1.r rapable of evaluating worth in 
terms of dollars an<l :cnts? A man costs so many dollars, 
his widow so manr cents? 

I think what l'm driving at, Lyd, is that somewhere 
among the authorities is some mental bungling. They con­
fitsC' recognition with pay. A long time ago, promises un­
solicit~d and unexpected were mad. A stripped people 
began to dream little dreams-this man would buy a farm, 
that woman would set up a store, a boy or girl would go 
to school. And so when the U.S. Army specified that all 
who could prove lovalt.r anfl resistance to the enemy could 
expect their rightful desires, lo and behold! the U.S. Army 
did not know how many, how many, had not only suffered 

(Cm1tin11ed 011 /Ja.!!<' 78) 
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DR. HAWTHORNE DARBY 
By NARCISO RAMOS 

(Philippine Minister to Argentina) 

Dr. Hawthorne Darby was one of the countless vi<:tim~ 
of Japanese brutality in the Philippines. She was a martyr 
to the cause of freedom and democracy. In the torture 
chambers of Fort Santiago, the enemy c~uld not break her 
spirit. She was executed because she l'emained faithful 
to her Christian principles, loyal to her American ideals 
irnd true to her Filipino friends. 

This Indiana-born Ame!·ican woman came to the Phil­
ippines in the :30's as a missionary doctor. Her purpose 
was not personal aggrandiz-ement or. material profit but 
lmsclfish SO'\·ice to a far-away people struggling for na­
tionhood under America's bene\·olent guidanee. 

She helped lay the foundation of the Cosmopolitan 
Church of Manila. As superintendent of the Mary J. · 
Johnston Hospital, she continued the wonderful work of 
her predecessor, Dr. Rebecca Parish, among the poor wom­
en and children of Tondo. Later in the Emmanuel Hos­
pital and ir. her own private clinic in this city, she was a 
source ot' comf'o1t and relief to many who were either 
spiritually or physically sick, or both. Quietly and ear­
nestly «he worked to win people to God. Patiently and skill­
fully she kbored to cure their physical ills. She won the 
love and confidence of a great number of Filipinos because 
she consecrated her life to their wellbeing. This good and 
Yirtuous woman took a sincere interest in many a Filipino 
family, rejoicing with them in their success and joining 
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them as well in their sorrows and afflictions. She had 
always a helping hand for ever,vone. Her life was char­
acterized by absolute surrender to the will of God. She 
believed in, and practiced absolute unselfishness, absolute 
purity, absolute honesty and absolute lo\'e. 

Her arrest by the Japanese Military Police in the 
earl)" part of 1944 was a shock to her host of friends. But 
with Christian faith and fortitude, she bore bravely the 
cruel and inhuman treatment whi::h was the common lot 
of suspects in Japanese hands. In prison, she was un­
selfish and uncomplaining. She comforted her cell-mates 
by saying: "\Ve are here to take the phH:es of those who 
have done more and would suffer more if they were 
brought here." 

In those frightful days when almost any hour one might 
be taken by the Japanese Military Police, the example of 
Dr. Darby merely stiffened our determination to resist 
the enemy. The Japanese had the Filipinos completely 
under lheir power but they could not subdue their souls 
because their spirit, as unyielding as Dr. Darby's, cried for 
freedom. The bonds of love and friendship which had 
bound Americans and Filipinos together have been 
strengthened because of our common sacrifices and hard­
ships in our joint struggle for redemption. Our loyal and 
affectionate regard for Ameri::a will remain unchanged 
for ages because of the Darbys, the Staggs, the Wilks and 
a host of other God-inspired Americans who not only en­
riched. our Ih·es b.r teaching us the beauty of fellowship 
with Christ but also stood with us and by us during our 
rlarkest hour. \\"e Filipinos should enshrine them forever 
in our hearts. 
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THREE LIVES TRIUMPHANT 
By YANG SEPENG 

HA VE missed my favorite pastor 3t the Cosmopolitan 
Student Church of Manila-Mrs. Mary Boyd Stagg­

who, through he1· life more than her Sunday sermons, 
had brought unbelievers by the thousands to the feet of 
the Master. So have other church-goers by the hundreds. 
They certainlY would not hear or see her again, not until 
the day "When The Roll ls Called Up Yonder." 

Mrs. Stagg, or "Mother Stagg" as every one used to 
call her, Dr. Hawthorne Darby and Miss Helen \Vilk, the 
last two being former director and manager, respectively, 
of the Emmanuel Cooperative Hospital, have paid a great 
price with their lives for their unswerving and unselfish· 
de\·otion to the Filipino people during the enemy occupa­
tion. Yet their supreme sacrifice is hardly known outside 
of the members of the Cosmopolitan Student Church. For 
that matter, there is no one today who is working for the 
official i·ewgnition and reward of their services in the 
resistance movement. Knowing Mother Stagg, Dr. Dar-
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by and Miss Wilk as 1 do, I am absolutely sure, how­
ever, that if they were alive today, they would not even 
like their work mentioned much less demand compen­
sation for their services. 

They Choo.,. to Stay 
WAR was already a certa;nt·y a:; the y::ar 1941 d;·cw 
to a close and many Americans, afraid to be caught in 
the Philippines wlfr::h was sure to be a battleground, hur­
ried home in any available means of transportation. There 
were, however, many who considered their business and 
personal interests i1· this country too valuable to be aban­
doned .rn that they decided to remain come what may. Not 
a few held the belief that American might would be able 
to repel any attack on U.S. defenses in the Philippines, 
hence they disregarded the warnings of the times, only to 
find themselves at the mercy of the Japanes!! conquerors 
ban~ly three w<~cks 2fter the treachery on Pearl Harbor. 

But the three women, whose work among the Fili-
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lipinos was a life mission, were not aial·med at the ap­
proach of war and stoically, if not gladly, faced the 
iuevitable. For completely ignoring the war the brutali­
ties of which were daily enacted in China and Europe 
and continuously reported in the Manila press, these three 
heroes and martyrs of the resistance movement did not 
regard their stay from the mere love for adventure and 
excitement. It was rather a chance in a Jifetime for them 
to prove to themselves that as missionaries the mere 
approach of danger would r..ot shake their will. 

'When rumors of war persisted, friends urged Mother 
Stagg to go home to the States. But realizing her Chris­
tian stewardship, she refused to leave, saring that her 
place was here in the Philippir!es and that the Fi1ipinos 
needed her. 

Mrs. Stagg Become.~ PaHfot' of Co1mtOJJolifan 
The war overtook Mother Stagg here; so it did Sam 

Boyd, one of her two sons. Lione~ Stagg, the other son~ 
was in America then. So were Ma.ry Stagg an<l Mar­
garet Ann Stagg, the latter of whom Mother Stagg war. 
able to send home shortly before the outbreak of the 
hostilities. 

I met Mother Stagg in 1939 and shortly after I 
was conVerted to Protestantism. The spontaneous friend­
ly fraternity, the harmonious and affectionale church at-

I ' 
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mosphere that immediately imprcssl'<l ml' worked towarcl 
my speedy conversion. The sincerih· and honest.\· seen 
by outsiders were only long-range, thongh unmistakable, 
insight into her personal charm. She l)OSscs~ed a power 
in her soul which was not hard to the touch, and sPcmc<l 
to giV(." way before other physical sub."ltanccs, but ~lowl.\· 
permeated and calml,· consume<l 41 with tlw patiP?lC"C" of the 
.\·ears," the hardest granites. 

For six months Mrs. Yang, my wifo, sta_\·cd with her 
and she was so chai·med that when she left, her respect 
p•icl f'ffection for l\'1"other StaP."R" grew beyonrl bounds in­
A+C"::icl of <lif"\inii::hing which usually happC'ns aft<'r a long 
asso~iation. 

\Vo1·cls arc inadequate to describe the tl•ndcnwss and 
affC"ction which characterized the life of Mother Stairg as 
a mifsionary and soC'ial worker. She was so uns<'lfish that 
1hc interest shC' took upon peoplC', whether :n trcublc or 
not. was indc>ed a warm love which one experience's onb· 
with his or h<'r own mothC"l". ShC" was so prepossessing 
th~t her life was Pkc a magnet that drew iron filings to­
wards her. Such mrn.lities accounted for thC" larp;e number 
Of converts to the Christian faith for the twelve years of 
the Staggs' ministry in the Philippines prior to the war, 
not including the ncriod under the Japanese when her wol"k 
and thosC' of Dr. Dm·by and Miss \Vilk }\ssumed a flifferent 
nature. 

(Co11ti111l1'd 011 Jia~r '.Fi) 
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WAR CLAIMS COMMISSION 
HITTING ITS STRIDE 

After battling ne:irly two months with the proble ms of orµ::.1n­
i7.ntion thnt generally accom pany the formation of a new Go,·ern­
nient agency, the 'Var Claims Commission h;.1s finally 1·e:iched a 
pnint whel'e it is beginning to see light and I.he scopr of the job 
it has undertaken. 

Estnblis:hment of the Comission was :1uthorized Julv :i , 1948 
when the War Claims Act ·of 1948 (Public Law 89li, ROth 'con~n?ss) 
was signed by the l'rei::iden t. The Act provided that three pt>rsons 
be appointed by the Pre>'ident to head up the ·war C!a.ims Commb­
s:ion. On July 28, 1949, Pre;;ident Trummi nomin:tled Daniel F. 
Cleary, Mr:-. Gt.>orµ:ia L. Lusk :rnd D:wid N. Lc>wis. The three were 
co nfim1ed by the Sen:1tc Septembc>r 1:l, 1!)49 and wen• .,:worn in a .,: 
War Clninn• Commi:-;.,:ioner.,: the following day. CommL~:-:io ne1·.,: 

Clean' 0111d Lewi:-; a1·e l:tw\'er:-; :rnd Air Fore<! Yeteran:-:. M .. :-;. Lu:-:k 
i;:; a formel' Con)r1·e:-:.,:\\'Om.:1n frnm Kew Mexico. 

The Commil'-:o:ion':o: job of admini :-:tedng the War Cl:1im:-; Ad 
foll.-: into t wo catei:rol'ie~: 

I . 'fl,.• .-11•1 i•n•ri.fr,. _for """'' I"'"'"'"''" !v t/1ur rla"""" o f rlrrittta>th 1oul ii 
i" "I' Iv l/1<• C'111n111i,,,,;,,,, lv<ulj111liru/;• /11d1• rlai'"" ""'' "''' t!.al lltq• cr u 
j•Clfrf. 'j'/.,· //.r1··· ""'""''"'Ir''' 
I. Af>1rrira11 ri1i:n1" w/w ,,...,.,. N1t•i1l1/ in I/,.· /'/1ili1•1•ittr•. ll 'al;r. r:urrw. 

J/jtf,..,,.,,,11,.,./;cr ,,,.11,, . .-\11·tt1fo,.,. /,.1.Ja1,.,,,, .,.,. forr<'"'"" / lwrumr iulrr· 
.,..,.,. ol //w , ,.,. m 11: ~ • / •, . r.'""" r•·~rnla r/ II , . u ro/1'-<l i" llu a r""''I ,forr<'" 
<>/ l/u· l'uifr•I Stufr• w/w ,.., .,,. rtl/•lt<l'<'d J.,, llu· , .,.,. ,.,., ;,, U Ut/ lluuln• 

ufo1,..rulim1 """ l•·d ;,.,,., • .,,,..r/111/11ri"fl llu•irronfi•«'"""'I: :\. Url i11i<1 1u 

<1rJ1a11i;;uti•"'• i11 ti•• ' /'/.ili111,;.,..,. ,i,a1 a id,•1/,\,..,,.;,.,.,. riti:1•>1•'"' 1•ruri.t­
i11{1 """" witlo _fo.,d, "'"'""/• ,,,,.,/;r;,,.. Mt<I ol/.,· r ""l'l'I•'•·"· 

JI . /11q11ir!/ will lw "'"'''' i11 lfl all o//1rr /•//"'" uf rla i"'~ whirl. l1t1>'• " uri~''" ""' 
of Ll'orld ll'ar II a11r/ ""' 1>r<>t"i•l1•d fvr ;,. th r ll'a r Cla im" ..lrl . .-\ •"IW•I 
,..,,,,.,.,.,;,.II /i11di"ll~ am/ rrrom11u· mlati<nt~ ,..;11 hr ~ul1111ill• ·<I to t/u· /'r•·~ -

General Lines of 

• DRUGS 

• PHARMACEUTICALS 

• CHEMICALS 

• COSMETICS 

FARMACIA CENTRAL, INC. 
WHOLESALE & RETAIL DRUGGISTS 

Manufacturers' Representatives 
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He.p. Anthony Can1lcanH: 
(0-l'enn). who a.ulhored the 
C:walcante Bill giving bene­
fit~ to Filipinos impri:-;oned 
rluring the war for political 
activities. 

idi•ttl f 11 r 1••r~rM<1/im1 lo Co1111r··~~ a~ a 11uid<· f11r f,. 1,. r.- lr11i~la1fo" r o11· 
,.,.,.,;,,!/ //,,.,,_. rlai'tt1•. Cl1i<",f """"'II tit<• t>11w~ <>f r/uittt" 111 /,,. """~i<lrrr1/ 

,, ,, tlw c,.,,,,,,;,.,.;,,., .,,,. ""' fu/11 .... ;.,!, •·r11a<I t'<tlqmr•«·~; 

\. ,i,/,/itim<ul lwm·fil~ for /"' "~""" a/r<·tu/ 11 ro1111""'~"''''/ 1,., //11• ,\ r /: t. II•·­
'"' fill' Iv .-lm•·rfra " riti:<'"" 11-/.,, ,,., . .,, ra1•lun·d 11 11 f/u· ' '"'""'' """ d., 
""' ,.,,,.,,. ,..,,,,.,. ,,., . • -\rt : :1. l'•·r~mwl 1•r<>t"' r/11 lo.•~··~ o; ,1 ,,,,.,.;,.,,., ('i ii· 
: 1·11• ari~i"ll 011/ of //t r 11~1.-r : ·I. f(<oa/ f'ro1w1·/>1 ,,_.. .- l>11rdr<111 riti~1· 11~. 

The War Claim~ Act of 1948 limit.,: the payment of l1t' nefits to 
those American citizens who were ca ptured in the Philippines and 
othe1· Pacific po:o;sessions by the Japanese . The. people were not 
wnrned to come back home becau:-;e State Department officials fea1·­
ed it might demomlize the Filipinos and othel' natives who we1·c 

(Co11tii111NJ 011 /Ja~c 38) 
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Three Lives Triumphant 
(Continued from JH'fl<' ./.J) 

Ht• That Lo.<efh His Life ... Shall Find It 

The philosoph,v of complete self-abnegation and the 
unshakcablt faith in Christ's promise of finding life after 
losing it for His sake, proYe<l to be of tremendou.:; influence 
in the social sel'Yicc a11d underground work of the three 
women. As if careless of death, the;\· were absolutely un­
afraid, and cthnost immediately fo11owing the entry of the 
enemy troops in lHanila, Mother Stagg, Dr. Darby and Miss 
\Yilk were upon tasks that did not appertain to women of 
their training. 

Unlike all other Americans, the.r were never ~oncen­
trated at all, <'Xcept after their ancst in 1941. Fortunately 
or unfortunatcl.r, their connection with the Cosmopolitan 
Student Church and the Emmanuel Cooperative Hospital 
which the Japanese belieYed correctly as indigenous, ac-· 
corded them freedom. So thdr religious and social service 
work suffrred no interruption. Their immunity affected 
Sam Boyd Stagg and Clara Ruth Darby, a sister of Dr. 
Darby wh•J had been a U. P. professor. \Vhile others were 
panic-sh:iken, mo,·ing uneasily from one place to another, 
they remained at their posts. 

Compliments of 

During the first three months of the occupation, the:ir 
underground ac:tivities were Yer:r meager, consi~ting mere­
ly of keeping up morale among the population through as­
suran~cs of ultimate victory for the Allied forces, trans­
mitting news broadcasts which they heard over their clan­
d(•stine radios, relaying morale-building information and 
the like. Their church work was taking in more of po­
litical propagandizing than "spreading the word::; of God." 
In fact, they realized their responsibilities as the 011ly rep·· 
rcscntath·cR of Amerjc:a in the midst of a people that wau 
in neC'<l of strengthening. 

From Soria/ Service to Resistance Work 

As the Bataan-Corregidor campaign closed and guer­
rilla resistance gathered momentum, their activities ex­
tended to c:haritable work. They gave 3.Way clothing, med­
icines, foodstuffs and money from out of their own savings, 
and however hidden these ministrations were done to re­
turned soldiers from Bataan. or guerrilla operatives and 
soldiers themselves, there were some who detected their 
anxious :!ooperation. A Miss Consolacion Abaya, dea· 
cencss who resided with the Darbys and Wilks at the Em­
manuel Cooperative Hospital, testifies to the underground 
work of the missionaries. She .mys that wounded and 
otherwise sick "boys" as Dr. Darby and Miss Wilk used 

& REUANCE MOTORS, INC. ~~ l;g_::p 13th & Boston Sts., Port Area, Manila ~ 
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to call tlw gue1Tillas, had been treated, hospitalized, fed 
and the like at the hospital. En~n the men employees of 
tlw institution that kept changing often were guenillas 
thcmsclYes. 

l\:'Iother Stagg who lin~d at the parsonage had con­
tads with the Straug·hn g·ucnillas and the two others and 
I\Iiss Abaya with .l\farking's Fil-American guerrillas. They 
soon solicited contribution from other people and gathered 
arms hidck'n in the City and smuggled same to the guer­
rilla bands. 

A story is told by l\iliss Abaya of a time when the late 
Cushing ,\·cnt to the hospital one bright afternoon. He 
brought a\~-n~· with him a radio set. In 1943 the coming 
in and going out of underground opcratiYes at the hospital 
was a daiJ~· occu1Tence. The location of the hospitctl, being 
much out of the way, however, was an ~ulvantage. 

At th:_• Cosmopolitan Mother Stagg was as much in the 
risky unde1·g1"ound as her two colleagues, if not more. She 
kept arms in the pl'emises. It is said that in view of the· 
daring activities of the three women, the flickering light 
of demo::racy was Ut•.rning vniy at the Emmanuei Hos­
pital and in the church. 

lnfcn.'!ijy.ing Guerl'I/{,; Adi1·ific::-;; Confcso1· Letter 
Such a fervent spirit was contagious and the three 

\nJmen kept it spreading like particles of yeast. They 
\,·on people to the resistance movemenL and had them con­
tribute to the cause in varying amounts in cash or in kind. 
There was one Co Ban Ho, an alien wh~i through the ap­
peals of Mother Stagg gave to the guerrillas P85,000 in 
cash. For the ad Co paid for his life us did the rest. 

Days, W('cks and months did not go fleetir;,g by but 
dragged on in t(•dious slackened pace. ..:\nd suffering un­
der the heel~ of .Ja;nncse t~Tanny, the Filipinos grew res­
tive. The crut•l occupation troops, on the other hand, un­
derstood tlw m_eaning and moved to check the upsurge of 
patriotism whi::h was as evident in Manila as it was in 
the 1n·ovinces although less violent. Daily raids brought 
brutalities, and aJT<'sts filled Fort Santiago and other pri­
son c.:ompounds. 

Several times in 1943 the Emmanuel Hospital was 
raided and sNu·clwd, resulting· in the an-est of some boys 
and punishment of the women. But 110 amount of punish­
ments and threats discouraged the women who were al­
ready as much a part of the movement as the guerrillas 
and leaders ambushing the enemy on the highways or 
~miping- at them in ~heir g·<11Tisons and posts. Thei!' de­
fiance \Vas a constant display of valor. They played with 
fire, no less. And their intensifying activities were mani­
fested in the mmmting contributions they collected anc! 
passed on to the forces of different guerrilla bands. They 
soon had contacts with the Ilocos, Visayas and probably 
~lindanao. Even copies of the famous .:i.nd classic Confe­
~or letter had been rcproch1ced by them and ~irculated. 

The 1lrrest and ln1prison111ent 
Jn one raid in which the Japanese Kcmpei-tai searched 

the hospital premises, list 0f guerrillas that included their 
names \Vere captul'ed. So was propaganda litPi:ature. 

Suddt-nly on January 28, 1944, at breakfast time 

Mother St2gg, Sam Boyd and Agustin Ortega, a dormi­
tory boy, were anestecl at the parsonage at 450 Taft Ave­
nue. On that same day a mass arrest of susperts was 
made in ·which Juan Elizalde, Enrico Pirovano and Jose 
Ozamiz Wl'l'e among the prominent ones. Some 120 sus­
pects were herded into Fort Santiago that day. 

The following February 4 ·another mass an·est was 
made. This time Dr. Darby, Miss Wilk, Miss Abaya, Tito 
Dans and many other Cosmopolitan Student Church mem­
bers were mclucled. They were taken forcibly before dawn. 
The charges against each and everyone were: supporting 
guerrillas, spreading pro-American and ;~!lti-J apanese pro­
paganda, membership in a huge espionage ring allegedly 
headed by a colonel who, according to the Tn'bune of July 

· 11, 1944, was head of the U. S. Army military intelligence 
servi:e before the outbreak of the war but was able to 
leave for the United States shortly before Pearl Harbor. 
This officer referred to was probably Lieut.-Col. 
Evans, and the Japanese claimed that he was sent back to 
the Philippines in 1943 in a submarine. 

Of Mother Stagg.it was also charged that she sheltered 
two Chinese wanted by the Jap Kempei--Mr. Go Puan 
Seng and myself-and our families. Mother Stagg saw to 
it that those wanted were moved from one family to an­
other among members of t.he Cosmopolitan church. 

Needless to describe, the brutal tortures the missiona­
ries re~ei~;ed at Fort Santiago did not make them reveal 
r::unes of guerrillas or others who supported the move­
ment in whatever manner. Unbroken in spirit, they were 
never seen to grieve or repent. They were almost con­
tinuously ir. prayer and, although conversations were pro­
hibited, the women missionaries comforted their cellmates 
an<l pteached to them the gospel of Christ. 

In their common sufferings resulting from cell con­
gestion, meager food, insanitary conditions, beatings, and 
many other causes, Mother Stagg, Dr. Darby and Miss 
\Vilk ministered unto the rest. Mother Stagg, herself quite 
-,ick1y, forgot her own ailments and did whatever she ::ould, 
such as massaging the aching limbs, back and bodies of her 
suffering fellow women prisoners. It was as though only 
her will kept her from breaking down. 

* • • 
,tt Peace With God 

Of souls saved they certainly had many during their 
confinement at Fort Santiago and at the Old Bilibid pri­
son. Miss Carmen Chang, a Chinese teacher and of 
Buddhist religion, was very close to Miss \Vilk, and she 
soon was repeating from memory Psalm 23 and praying 
as she learned from the missionaries who became angels, 
no less. 

Mother Stagg used to express her sincere wish that 
she could own the guilt of men and women guerrillas who 
had been continually brought to Fort Santiago. 

"It is better for me to be here in prison than for others 
as I have already undergone the severe p1.mishm~~nts," she 
used to comment. She was so brave, so Christlike in her 
readiness to suffer and die for others. 

"If I see these boys being tortured," Miss \Vilk, too, 
had said, "I feel like sinking down, and I am ~lad I have 
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H07\f.-\(iE TO FT. S.\~Tl.\(;O HEHOl·:S.--'l'bi ... i,; ;1 .'icl:lll' inside Furl S;rnliago 011 ~alioual Hl·rm·s' Da~· la .-;t 

~·car durini.r thi.: l'dehr:iilon s pon ,.,on·tl hy th.1 · Philippi11c 1-:x - Polili<·nl Pri,,om·r,. .\ .. -.odalio11. Thous·and-. upon thou­

saruls alk111lnl lht• l"l'rc111011i<·,, wlM:r1· promi11l•11l national fiµun· .... . i111'l11tling- (iii Puyal , .\li 1ii sk r Thoma-. H . Lo<'kctt. 

Judge Antonio quirino and ollH·rs, th· lfr"· 1·ecl slining spcl~c hes ill 1m•11wr~· of l11t· l1t·1·ocs who .... uffrr1·tl death :uul 

tortur,e al the hand .... • of the Japa11csc durilll-( lhc cncm~· occupatio11. 

shared the sufferings they have gone through. If they 
(the Japanese) kill me because 1 have holped the Amer­
icans and Filipino boys, l am going to heaven." 

Dr. Darby had spoken in the same vein. " I am un­
repentant," Miss Abaya quoted her as saying : "l am con­
tent in whatever situation I am in. I have peace with 
God." 

As Miss Abaya well remembers, on May 13, 1944, the 
first group of the bunch arrested the previous January 

and early February, possibly belonging to the guerrill• 
group, was removed to the City Jail at Bilibid. In this 
group Miss Abaya remembers Miss Wilk, M1«1. Blan:he 
Jurika, a former patient at the Emmanuel Hospital, and 
among these arrested, Cir:Jo Perez, Ozamiz, Ehzalde and 
others. They were about 30 in number. 

The second group left May 15 ~nd included another 
30 of whom were Dr. Darby,_ two Catholic Sisters, Mrs. 

(Cu11ti1111ed un JJll!JfJ. 7 7) 
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WAR CLAIMS COMMISSION 
(Continued fi·oin ,,age ./4) 

expected to carry the brunt of defense in case of an attack. Many 
American citizens were captured and interned by the enemy in 
other parts of the world after they had been warned repeatedly 
to come home, but who elected to stay in the trouble zones for va­
rious reasons. The claims of the latter class will be studi~d bv the 
Commission. • 

Claims of another type of beneficiary coming under the War 
Claims Act will be administered by the Federal Secul'ity Agency. 
These claims come from AmeriC'an citizen;;, who were working for 
contractors with the United States on Pacific Bases, who wel'e 
caught by the enemy and imprhmned. They have already been com­
pensated for part of their wages under an older law, hut many will 
receive more under the War Claims Act. 

The Federal Security Agency will also pay disability and death 
benefits to certain American citizens internees. Maximti.m 1~ayment 
for either death or disability is $108.3:1 a month, with limit of $7,500 
in any one case. · 

The War Claims Commission will handle ;ill "d·~tention bene­
fits" for internees. Under the Act, American citizen:-; will receive 
$60 a month for each month of their internment. ($25 if under 18 
years old during internment). The act further pm\"ides that all· 
military personnel who were prisonel"s and did not receive food of 
the standard set by the 1929 Geneva Com•ention al'e entitled to 
$1.00 for each day on which the food pro\"ided was inad-t!quate as to 
quantity or qualitr. 

Estimates furnished to the Commission show that close to 1:10,-
000 persons in the Prh•oner of War class will come under the Act. 
Estimates also show that the number of internees who will benefit 
it amund 6,000. 

Budget Bureau estimates show that an average of $413 will be 
pairl to ex-1•ri~rint:>rs with the maximum paymc:nt around $1,:300. Max­
imum payments to internees for detention will be around $2,700. 
Relir,-=ous o•· ... an;:-a~!ons, it is e~ti1Pa~r-t. will l"PC'E'iYe in the neigh­
borhood of from one and one-half to two million dollars for food 

COMPLIMENTS of the 

~ 

fumished and help given internees and POWs. 
The money used to pay the rlaims and to administer the Com­

mission will not come out of the taxpay<:r's pock.et. The War Claims 
Fund is made up of money confiscated by the U. S. Government 
from enemy aliens after Pearl Harbor. It is interesting to note 
t.hat enemy nntions and thE"fr citizens are paying from t.hcir own 
funds for their wartime violations of mtemational Jaw. 

ilfr. CAV.1LCANTE introd11ced the following bill; which was re­
fe1·1·ed to the Committee on /11te1·xtritP. rrnd Foreign Comme1·ce: 
To e.xtend ce1·tain benefit:-i under the War Clnims Act of 191,8 

to specified civilian Philippine citizens. 
Be it enacted by the Senate rind House of Representatives of 

the United States of Ame1icrin in Congress asse.mblecl, That this 
Act mny lie cited r111 the "Philippine Internees Act of 1949". 

SEC. 2. The 11enefits granted to civilian American citizens by 
and in section 5 of Public Law 89ti, Eightieth Conm·Ms, chapter 

· 8!iUi, second session, s11bject to the r1xceptiot1s provided in subsec­
tion (a) tliercof, are hereby extended to civilian Filipino citizens 

'who for tiny 11e1iocl of time. 1mbseq1tent to /Jecembe1· ti, 1941, were 
'held 1111 tlie Ja!Jttnese Goven1me11t us pri.'fone1·s, internees, hostages, 
or i1i tmy otl1er cripacity for rictfoities against the Japanese Gov­
ernment and in aid to the Ame.-i·ican Govc1·nment and its armed 
fo1·ces. 

SEC .. l, Tliat tl1e Wai· Claims Commission provided for in 
section ~ of P1tl1lic Law 89fi, Eightieth Cong1·ess, chapter 826, se­
cond sesxi011, shall contfoue to function for the purpose of receiv­
ing, acljudictitin.g, and settling claims under this Act, for a period 
of not 11w1·e. t11m1 tlwee 11ears from afte1· the date when it liegins 
to 1·eceive tmch claims, rrnd may, with the consent of the head of 
trny ot11c1· depm·fment or ngency of the Govet·nment, utilize the fa­
f'ilities rmd He1'l'ices of imch deptwtme.nt or agency in. cm•ryin.g out 
ifH f1rnclio11x m1Cler thi1> Act. 

SEC. 4. Tl1e1·e is hereby approp1·iated f1·ont the geneml fundl'l 
of the United States Gove.rnment the :-i11m of I' . .. to carry out the 
provisions of this Act. 

NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 
385 Lipa, Sampaloc, Manila 
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T/5 OLSON: G. I . 
R11 MANUEL E. lJUENAFE 

l. 1: 7 HILE fighting in the Cagayan Valley ,we wc1·e sub­
\,.'V ie:ted to all sorts of discrimination by the Amer­

ican o~tfit we were attached to. It ranged all the war 
from food to doing dangerous patro] work. 

In the beginning, the discrimination was not so marked 
or was at least camouflage<l with some apparent attl"mpt 
to be fair. But then there was still so much fighting and 
dying to do. As gradually the J aps were being pushed. 
deeper into the unexplored Sierra l\fadre mountain range 
and there was not \'er~· much bloody fighting to be done 
any more you could pcrceptihly notice the changc in Amer­
itan attitude towarrls the Fiiipino soldiers. 

Our unit was in a war lt!ckier than manr other Fili­
pino units. \\'hile attached to the American outfit, we 
enjoyed some measure of autonomy. \\'e were given a 
sector a11 to oursel\"es to operate in, definite objectives to 
attain, and we ran our unit as pleased us. So e\·en if we 
had to sleep in pup tents, W€' did not experience the hu­
miliation of seeing America!1s sleep in well-built tents, with 
cots, mosquito bars, and flooring beneath them. Or eat 
C rations while the aroma .of hot wffee and toasted bread 
emanated from the kitchen just a few yards awa,\'. '"e 
experienced humiliations only when we were together with 
American troops, so I ,·igorously fought for a separate bi­
vouac Prea and autonom,\· in the administration of our 
outfit. 

But e\"en then one could not escape the white man's 
superiority and the coro11ary of discrimination by the 
American outfit we were attached to. For instance, in 
the matter of transportation, we managed to r:·•t it onh· ·n 
very necessary cases. Being too proud to frequently beg, 
we had to be content with two captured J ap trucks and 
one Jitney which were hr no· means in good running or­
der. So, when I conducte<l my frequent inspe~tions ove1· 
a fortr-mile front, it was a usual occurrence for us to 
develop some trouble on the way and sleep on the lonesome 
road. Yes, indeed, at infrequent intervals, trucks or jeepf. 
would eareen by, out one had to sacrifice pride in order 
to be able to hitchhike. It would seem that American 
drivers had an a\·ersion for Filipinos sporting officers' 
insignias. The sbmdard procedure would be for them to 
slow down and, as our hapless of Pcer would try to get on 
the truck, step on the gas and p,-i\'e the embarrassed Fili­
pino the Bronx cheer. 

Afte1· much importuning, I managed to get a good 
weapons canicr from ReginJ('ntal. But the S-·1 wouldn't 
Lrust it to us completely. It had a driver to go along. 
So, for so many months, I had the satisfa::tion of feeling 
that throughout the Cagayan Valley, 1 was the only Filipi-

no commander who had an American driver. 
T.:> be sure, I was in a mood to "give it back to him." 

But he WPS a shy respectful p:uy, T15 Myrle Olson was. I 
was bc.'!inning to suspect that he was picked precisely for 
his humbleness, but even yet I was not going to be denied 
m,\· pleasure. I watched for the merest disobedience, 
but. .. 

It trot so that I betran to like him instead. Even the 
rest of the boys got to liking him too. After a week I 
made him move into my cottage. 

And there was an American! If all .Americans were 
Hke Myrle. there would nof: be so much bitterness in the 
hearts o~· Filipino 80ldiers, I thought. 

I dicl not notice h:m bi'eak the rules, even for once. 
He punctuated his statements in the approved manner, 
with the "sir" so properly spaced and modulated that it 
warmed the ::ockles of your heart to hear him say the 
worrl. He was on a 24-hour duty with me. If the situa­
tion cL•mandC'd, we would move in the middle of the night. 
He wnuld put in more than 14 hours of work every day, 
transporting and hau1ing supplies, and doing errands for 
me. And not a word of complaint. 

To all the officers and EMs of my C'<'mmand he be­
came :\ great favorite. 'Vhen I did not use him, the rest 
of the boys did. There was no request to be driven around 
whi::h he refused, unless it were against my wish. 

His loyalh· was beyond cavil. Upon arriving in camp 
and he noticed that I was not in yet, he would search for 
me. ev"n if it took him the whole night. Once he was re­
called lJ'." his unit, but he a~ked me to intercede And he 
stm·ed. On anoth"r occasioP I was facing- court-martial 
fm.' ha,·;ng lert camp for Manila without prior permission 
from 1hc .American commander. I never felt more proud 
than \\"hM1 he stood his full height and def€'ncled me. He· 
was w:J!111g to fa:-e eourt-m;:i.rtial himself, he said. 

Th(TP were se•:m·al tim?:-; when I wished I knew enough 
of driving- in order lo be able to· r€'place him at the wheel. 
I folt ! worked him beyond his meed. But it was some­
thing T couldn't help. His was the only vehicl€' in the unit 
T could t:se without fe::i.r of P. breakdown on the way. And 
his de\·otion to duty and affection for his truck was such 
that lw wouldn't Jllow anybody else to drive it. After 
a long i1·io. l'd o .. dcl' his reJief, but no, he Wfluld have to 
go alon~. he'd n'·ntc!'t. Not that he didn't trust his sub­
ftitute, he'd ex111~;n. but it was his duty to go. 

Jn on!:' pa1·ticnl;w),\· long trip, from Tugueg~rao to Ma­
nib1, I felt son.\· for h:m. 1t was a rush trip. V{e had to 
t··a\'el day and night. O\'el" <~ ruggccl and lontil,\· highway 
iust wrested from tht• Japs and who were still ,·ery activt:: 
.. (Co11tinurd 011 /Jaffe 42) 
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7/5 OLSON: G.I. 
(Co11ti11urd from /Ja.~'' '.Jo) 

in the outlying hills. \\'c would try to c.:atc:h a nan 
only when we could not help it. After three days, I could 
see that he had thinned and aged considerably. But he 
didn't iose his enm disposition. Myrle never cussed, and 
I thought that if lw rlicl <.:uss now, I wouldn't bl' n1:·1riE<'~l. 
But he never did. 

The last lap of the journey. going back the Valley. 
was a &traight 14-hour ride. \\"e had a snack at Tarla<: 
and at sundown began climbing the tortuous Balete Pass 
zigzags. It .was always misty and raining out thei·e, and 
the road was now particularly dangerous. In parts the 
mud wao up to the hub of th€ wheel. The slightest error. 
and the yawning ab~·ss felt awesome in contemplation. 
Visibiht)' was bad because of the mist that gathered like 
thick clouds in spots. As we thus wound through the un­
inhabited pass that was still full of marks of furious bat­
tle that had taken place O\"l'I' its 200-kilometer stretch, ·1 
felt very lonely. We could ha,·e been ambushed at the 
next bend or falle~ into the deep gorge at the next incline 

.and nobody would han~ kn0wn the difference. It was a 
\"er.r lonely war of dying, I thought, and perhaps Myrle 
have had the same thought. The hoot of an owl n1· the 
droop of an o\·erhanging ban,\·an lrt><' contributed to the 
eeriness of the atmosphere. 

After an hour of meditating unwholesome ways of 
dying, I felt sleep,\·. I tried to fif.!.hl off tlw drowsincsc;. I 
was going to bear M.rrle company through. But some­
how I couldn't stand it any longer. I apologized to l\fyrle 
and climbed into the tru::k. Hardly was I settled on the­
floor of the truck when· it began to storm. The wind 

: howled and the rain poured as we raced through. Myrle 
hunchccl on his wheel for better Yisibility. 'Ve we1·e get­
ting wet, and the wind was biting on the flesh. Sleep, 
howe\•er, O\'erpowered physical discomfort and soon I was 
asleep. Come to think of it. I wondered what thoughts 
raced through the kid's mind as he drove through a regular 
storm !n a tropical jungle that was yet none-too-safe from 
J ap snipers. 

We arrh·ed a iittle after two at dawn. Now I thought 
we could rest as long as we wanted. I would order Myrle 
confined in quarters for a week as his reward. Sleep was 
the highest prize he could e\'er have. But it was not to 
be. The O.D., his eyes still heavy with sleep. offered 
an order. I was due in Regimental 70 kilometers away 
before six in the morning: J couldn't say anything whe~ 
I passed the paper on to iV!yrle. 

Once, furing a respite, we were invited to a dance 
at the public square of Ilagan town. I chose not to wear 
any insignia for Myrle's sali:e. He, on the other hand, put 
on his two stripes with T under it for the first time. Hair 
properly parted and combed, in his well-pressed suntan, he 
looked very handsome indeed. 

After having been seated a while, we were approached 
by two iV!Ps. "'! am sorry. guy," one of the MPs said to 
me, "but this iR a ball for Americans. Only Filipino of­
foers allowed.'" I rose to go. Myrle stood up himself 
and said, "He is a major, He didn't wear his oak leaf for 
my sake. We hav• been invited to this affair.'' "That 

may be true," said the second MP, and added vaguely, 
"But order is order." "Couldn't you take my word for 
it'?" Myrle countered. "SoITy," said the MPs definitely. 
Now J could see blood rise in Myrle's face. I was very 
much embarrased, but 1 managed to say, "Okay, Myrle, 
let's go." Myrle obeyed, but I could see involuntarily. 
He was silent all the way hom"e, and his lips were pursed 
and his breathing came in snorts. 

Myrle was about 20, or Norwegian ancestry. As we 
would prepare for bed every night, he would pull out his 
wallet and take a long locl~ at a picture of his Dad and 
:Mom. He never admitted he was lonely, but one could 
not heip noticing how mucl~ a boy he stil1 was. 

Myrle couldn't .;tar with us forever. The 37th Divi­
sion was moving out, and so was he. 

1-fo got his order one ~ fternoon to report back to his 
unit at 6 in the afternoon. He intimated that perhaps I 
could do something about thl' matter. He preferred stay­
ing with us rnthcr than going back to his own outfit, 
which was not going home yet anyway. But I said there 
wmm't ir.t:th I could do. 

nut lw didn't go at 6. He said that it might be the 
last tlli1e he would be driving for me, so he said I ~ould 
han1 11;1n the whole night. \Ve compromised on 10 o'clock 
ancl I ~•skccl him to drive m~ to Ilagan where I was going 
to bid goodbye to some friends myself since our days in 
thP Ca:~ayan Valley were numbered. I left him with some 
mutual friends and told him where to pick me up at 10 
riharp. His friends immediately arranged a party for him, 
but it was so slow getting ~tarted that at 10 sharp, it had 
not ret begun. (Cot1tiniud on pt1ge 75) 
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F B1·n Brillnnl <'"· ,.,,cc rctar~· 
'.!'t' lll' l'al nt' the Philippine ~-x-
1'11litical l'rh.011 c 1· ... a':-.oci:llinn 
.q1d l'Lninuan of tl11 : PEPP.-\ 
111i-. ... in11 .... 1·111 to \\"a l'> hington. 
' o ohlnin am1•111l11ll·llls to thr 
Wai· {'!aims . \C'( of 19•JH. 
"Jwald11µ: lwfor1· thP annual 
1•011\·1 ·11tio11 of lh1· \'di-rans of 
Fon·iµ:n \\'ar ... nf tl1c Dislril'I 
( \\ · a ~ hington) la :-: t June. 

THE . PEPPA IN REITROSPECT 
g_, .. H iluy ro .-.: .- \. Non111/o 

Som1.>tinw towards tlw Ptld of 19-16 a gl'oup of formtir 
undergrouncl men and women, most of whom were t~'H'ttu0ci 
h).· the Japs in Fort Santiago, got together to t.•xchang1· 
reminis<:ences of their cxperienc:es as political pri soner~ . 
In the course of the com·ersalions an idea came into tlwir 
minds to form a permanent organization among themsck(·~ . 

an organization whi·.:h \\'oa\d foJ ' l'\'l'l' band them togctlwt . 
Thus was bo;·n the Philippine Ex-Political P1·ison01·s' Ax­
sociation. 

In the organizational meeting that followed. Col. Sal­
vador Rillo, onP of the mo\'ing spirits behind thP plan, 
was e lected first pres ident of the PEPPA. F. Ben Br!l­
lantes \\'as <>lec:ted permanl'nt excc:uth·e sec: retar,\" In No'."­
ember of the same rea r , the ol'ganization \\'ctS Jaunc:hed with 
}ft'. Bl'illantes <loin:r most cf t lw organizational job. 

Three \'car~ after its fornrntion. the PEPP A !ms (•\l­

rolled a tot~I of around :rn.ooo rrwmbers Jh·ing in all parts 
of the count!',\' crnd C'omi nµ- fro1:1 different national stoc:l>s 
hut all form('I' \'idim s of .Japa1wsc' persecution and O!)f.H''.'S­

s ion for th<• ca us(' of d(' l110(· 1·ac.\' . Chaptt•1·s ot' the organ­
ization arr fonn<l in c•\'(' l'.\' pro\·im·r and c·hartC'rNI cily. 

TheS'...' local :: h apt'l 1 1·~ render n •po:'ts to the secretarial 
;\bout tlwir ind i\'!du:.11 mem.bPrs and the centl'al organ­
izat ion, \\' hPll : ' ·•c;· possi ble, hus renden.•d assis tanc:e to "verr 
loca l unit and ib; :ndi,·i dual ml'mbers . 

Pe l'haps most not eworthr ac.:c.:omplishmcnt of the 
PEPPA for its :W,OGO rr11.:mbe1·s ,,·as the introduction of the 
Can1\can t<' Dill b<•fore tlw House of Representatives of 
th<' L'.S. Th is nwasun.'. s ponrni·e<l by Rep. Anthon.v C~ · 
ntlcant<'. r D-Pl•nns.rlnrnia 1 during the early part of th~ 
last session. \\'oUld extend tlw same benefits to form"'r 
political pl'ifo1w1·s in the Philippines as thos<.• g1·ante<l to 
Anwl'il'HH int<..•l'Jlcf's. 

It ,,·;-ts a signa l triumph l'o ;· the associatio11 which sent 
a m iss; on h•ade<l h .\· ).fr. Bl'illan :es to Washington for Hi~ 
p11 r pc!<<'. I-l e \\'HS assisted b,\' :'.\fr. Jose• Lab~·a<lor, of Hono­
lulu cind Fr .. Jaime S. ~eri. of Xew York. both of \1.rhom 
\\·vr<' 1ortured in Fo1·t Sant iago :~nd lWuntin lupa. Unfor­
t mrnt0h" he :.:anse of Jlr1's .. ing donwsti<.- and fot'<'ign problems 
con1'1 ·01~t;ng- the l'.S. CongT<'SS at the tinw, c:onsi<lt>l'atio!l 
of ihc' C'a\·:dcanll' mt..•a sur<' was pos~pone<l foi' ·t1_w c_oming 

(<:0111i11urd 0 11 Jia.!!.e 5.")) 
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In la-.l ,·.···1r· ... (·, ·l1·l>ra ti o 11 ,i1· :\:;tiuual H1 · r o o· .. · D .t \' :d Fod 
~anliaµ-1; . (iil J. Puy;d, fonn,.r pn· ... itl1·11t of tli1· 0Philippi110· 
: hamhcr t> i C1•1t11llt'rce and a 11\l' lll i,t' r ,, j t ht· a ,.,_,Jcia t i•111. i .... 
;cen giving- thl' opt·ning addrl' S." . It \\':t" ;d kn dl'd hy tht: hi g ­
;c:<t group t•\'l'f to a :-:< l'lllhk at t h e 1:,,n . ln th e p hot(l a t the 
1· ig-ht , ma~· h e :<t't·n ). Ir. l'u y:1t . and among· thu:<c in the plat ­
inrm. arc :\lan•r <k la Flll·nte r.i :\lan ila . ltul~ t· .\ntonio Oni-
1· ino, p re." idcn.t oi the L'Fl'P .\. :'.lini,.tn f .n~· kt· lt. Charg(' d('·~,\ i -
t'airt:" of lh1· .\nwrit'an Eml .a ...... y. \\ hu \\"a ... p l'i 11 ;·i p :il ... p <' :tk• · r . 
~frs . . .\ ... uncio11 .\ . P··r1 ·;i; , .\Ir ... ·. F11u·· 11 i11 P, · r1·:1 .. '.'\Bl Chi1·f 
Joaqu in Pa nlu de Ta \'(' \":t and 111 a1;y d ip lnma t ir rq ll"<':' l' nta ­
th·e<;. 

J'ht' '>t ' W1 ·n · lh t' offid11J1> of th e 
Chin•' "" t•o n .... nlalt· in \laui)a 111 
llw outhn:ak of the war who 
w.1· r·· 1· Xt'('lik(l hy t l11· .fap:nH'M'., 
Fourth f1·11111 the It-ft. froul row. 
j,. ( ' 1111 ... ·11[ ( i,. u .. ral ( ' lan·11C'l" 

Kwanµ::-.011 Ynu111.r. a11d third 
frorn rig·hl . ;.., \ . il't' ( '01,..,111 f-\ . Y . 
\Ink. 
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CHINA'S NOBLE HEROES 
IN THE PHILIPPINES 

Br ILDEFONSO T. RUNES 

AT the Manila North Cemetery there stands obelisk­
like a monument dedicated to the sacred memorr of 

Chinese heroes and martyrs who died in the Philippines 
during thE' ocCupation from the hands of the ~ruel Japanese 
invaders. For 10,000 Chim~se, more or Jess, paid with 
their lh·es for the courage they had shown in defense of 
their mother -::01.mtry which, before the treacherous attack 
on Pearl Harbor by the Japanese, was already at war 
against Japan for four years. In fact, the undeclared war 
of aggression waged b~· Japan on China started in earnest 
in 1931 with the seizure of :Manchuria. 

Resisting aggression, the Chinese fought a long war 
of attrition, enlisting the s~'mpathy of nther peoples who 
Saw in Japan's acts a deliberate, though fantastic, attempt 
to dominate the world. The Filipinos readil~· and wholc­
heartedir supported the Chinese people and with those in 
the Philippines ther cooperated in the c;conomic boycott 
of Japan 2.nd showed their sympathies through the or­
ganization of the Friends of China, the League for the De­
fense of Democracy, the Chinese Industrial Cooperatives 
(Philippine chapter) and simi1ar lo~alized groups of mixed 
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membership. The leaders of the anti-Japanese groups of 
Chinese were befon~ Pearl Harbor \'CIT open; during the 
Japanese cccupation of the Philippines they went under­
ground but not with less fer\·01·. 

\\"ith the occupation of the Philippines, the Japanes<• 
made anests by the thousands, the largest numbers of 
which were Filipinos. Americans and Chinese. All the 
prominent Chinese we1·c thrnwn into Fort Santiago and 
othe1· conc.entration ~amps and jails. Their properties 
\\"<.•n• <:onfiscated, anci tml~· a few escaped severe punish­
ITil'Ht. Thosl• who \\ eut undergrnund <'ither cc;operating 
with Filipinos ancl Americans, or opernting ind?pendently 
l:lr themselves, started the gucnilla resistant<' almost si­
multaneouslr with th~ Filipinos. Among the most prom­
inent groups were the-- Chinc.•se Ovel'sea \Vartime Hsueh­
kan Militi!l (CO\\"HM), Philippine Chines-...' Youth '''artim~~ 
Special Scr,·ice Co1·ps, Philippine Chinese Volunteers, Phil­
ippine Chinese Anti-Japanese Guerrilla FGrce (\\7AH-Chi), 
Philippine Chinese Anti-Japanese and Anti-CollRborator& 
League, Philippine Chinese Pek-kek Gu2nilla Force (Pe­
keJq, Philippine Chinese Anti-Japanese Volunteers and 
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others. Th<~ Committee of Boycott .Mo\·ement Against 
.Japan, which was a pr<'W~1r organization, also went under­
ground, although man,\· of the leaders, most of whom were 
prominent Chinese, were immediat<:!ly pblced under arrest 
upon the C'Htr,\· of the Japs in Manila. Nobody was spared, 
including Don Alfonso Z. Sycip, presid~nt of the Philip­
pine Chilwse General Chamber of Commerce, who was then 
sick. Yu Khc Thai, tlw h~ad of the Yutivo intere~ts, was 
almost executed hr the Japanese Kempci-tai. 

The entire Consulate-General staff was ir. prison, ex­
cept one of the ranking officials who was able to hide. 
This group, arrested immediately upon the entry of the 
.Taps in :Manila, was hl'adc<l b,v the late Dr. Kwan~son C. 
Young. Most of thC'm were n•r;r popula1 in political and 
social circles in Manila, ha\·ing bC'cn µere for years. For 
stoutly refusing to :ollaboratc with the cnemr. they were 
executed 011 April 17, 19-12, quite too ear Ir for the atrocities. 

Those who were e:-wcuted were: Dr. Kwangson C. 
Young, -12. consul general, a Ph.D. man from Princeton.· 
He hel<l important posts und(~r his goYc!.·nment before as­
signment in the Philippines and was a writer and editor 
of note. He had been a member of the Chinese delegation 
to the League of ~ations and also the Chinese delegatiou 
to the '\"-ashington )fayal Conference in 193~. His wife and 
thrC(' childl'C'n were, howeyer, sa\"ed. 

Ranking second was Consul K. Y. l\lok, 52, who had 
a \"CIT wide circle of friends, cspeciall~· ::t.mong the Filipi­
nos. He n•sided for ten rears in the Philippines before 
his death. Sun·iying arc hi.s widow and two children who 
arc all in the United States. 
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Third in the !isl of Chinese patriots in the Ol'der of 
their ranks was Consu] P. K. Chu who was killed for de­
claring firrr.ly against thl• Japanese occupying the Philin­
pines the1~ Aged 6:5 ,\'ears at the time of his death, he 
!'csided for three ,\·ears in the Philippines. Surviving him 
arc his wifr and fin• chil<lrrn whose last address was Nan­
king, China. 

The f<.urth was M. T. Siao, deputy c:onsul at Manila 
a young man of 3fi years of age. Also executed on April 
17, H>-12, he ~~aw serYiC<' in th<' Islands for four Y<'ars. 

The other Yictims of thP .Japanese among the :onsulatt• 
staff were> T. S. Y;-10, deput,\' consul; C. S. Yeung, deput,\· 
consul; Y. 8. Loo, chancellor and K. \\'. "Wang, student 
consul. AH thesP patriots refused to turn their backs on 
their flag and WPl'e killC'rl mercilessly. 
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011 April 1 i'l, 1942, or two clays before the murder oi 
the Consulate-General staff, many prominent Manila Chi­
nese paid the supreme penalty-death-for thciir patriotism. 
Tlwir exeu:tion, the first mass killing of Chinese made by 
thl" cruel Kempei-tai, was intended to intimidate the Chi­
nese into rnllaborating with the Japanese. They refused. 
Among thost' were: Chua Pay l{iong, Lee Lian Tiao, Sy 
Kao Kee, Tan Bok Teng, Go Kiu Lu and Uy Liam Pah, 
all of the Committee of Boycott l\foyement Against Jap­
anese Goods before the war. 

Yu Yee Tong, publisher and general manac-er of the 
Chiru'N<' Comnu'rrial New8, a Chinese bnguage daily in 
l\'lanila, and Gan Bon Cho, principal of the Anglo-Chinese 
.School in the City, were also in the mass execution. Chua 
Kip See of the Standing Committee of the Organization for 
the Support of the Chinese Resistance \\'ar, Batangas 
Branch, w&s also killed the following year by the Japanesf> 
after he had been tortured and kept long in prison 

·Many provincial Chinese who were a::tive i!1 the anti­
.Japanese movement in the Philippines before the outbreak 
of the Pacific \\"ar were also executed, but their number 
is so big they cannot be accommodated in this article. Suf­
fice it to say their patriotism was nonetheless praiseworthy 
than the rest because it was likely that +hey had greater 
freedom in their anti-Japanese propaganda and other activi­
ties than those in Manila. 

'Vhile thousands upon thousands of Chinese contribut­
ed to the support of the underground movement, either in 
money or in kind, to Chinese or Filipino resistance groups, 
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there were those who ga\·c hecn·il.r to the cause. Some of 
those \Vho gave \\'ere arl'este<l and tortured and not a few 
were killed. Out of the large number of heavy contrib­
utors was a certain Co Ban Ho, who, in respO?lSe to the 
appeals of the late Mrs. Ivfory Boyd Stagg, minister of the 
Cosmopolitan Student Church, gave P85,000 in genuinf' 
cash to the guerrillas. Co was himself exe::utcd. 

The ff.ass exec:utions of prominent Chinese rPsidents 
in the Philippines did not frighten the Chinese, although 
it must be admitted that thC're were many among them 
who, in order to easily amass fortunes, collaborated with 
t hc> cnem)·. 1\-Ian~· also SPI'Ved as spies for lhc Japanese, 
pointing tu those who wen' engaged in guerrilh activities 
;1mong tlH·il' countrymen 01· who contributed to the support 
of undcrgrnund forces. Y ct, as was mentioned above, 
tlwre we1·e also underground groups among the Chmese 
who went after the collaborators and did not hesitate to 
"liquidate" them when the opportunity presented itself. 
They did this in l\lanila, in lloilo, Cebu and Mir;danao be­
caUSl', as it was among the Filipinos, there \V{~rc also many 
Chinese who took advantage of the war <1.ncl the misery of 
the people to make plenty of mOlle)' with the consent, if 
not aid, of the Japanese. 

On tlw other hand, with the advance of the period of 
the occt1p~ition c:oupled by the ferocity of ·the Japanese 
ganison \;ho were getting jittery upon receiving reports 
of the Lontinuous 1·cn'rses of their troops elsewhere .from 
the hands of the liberation forces of General Douglas Mac­
Arthur, sen~ral Chinese guenilla units proved thC!ir de-
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,·otion to the ::ause of democracy and their determination 
tu crush .Tapanese militari~m and imperialism through 
their unu&t:al courage and bra\·er.r upon the arrival of 
the Americans in Luzon. And when the bloody, if not 
crucial battle i'or 2Hanila, particularly the liberation of 
lntramuros, came, they even preceded the regular troops 
of Gencra1 l\facArthm\ an act which cost them heavy 
c.:asualti<'s. Cited for their bravery and recognized fo1· 
their sen·iccs, the \\'AH-Chi guerrillas, in particular, 
were know to ha\'e brought honor to the Chinese nationals 
in the Philippines who had fought side by side with the 
fllipinos not only during the battle for liberation but also 
in the darkest days of the oc:!upation when the Japanese 
troops gl'('W oppressive and cruel. 
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HISTORY OF FORT SANTIAGO 

For more than 400 years and under the flags of five 
nations, Fort Santiago has occupied a prominent place in 
the history of Manila. It is still one of the most interest­
ing spots in the city. In world history it has been to Ma· 
nila what the Bastile was to oldtime France, the Tower v.~ 
London, and Morro Castle to Havana, and like all such 
famous fortresses it has been the subject of many weird 
and often terrifying tales of brutality and hatred. 

In May 1945, the fort was occupied by the United 
States Army Transportation Corps and was designated 
T.C. General Depot. This organization has cleared away_ 
the debris from the fort anrl has laid to rest with military 
honors hundreds of bodies of Filipinos which were found 
after their brutal massacre hr the Japanese. The walls 
are being repaired and shrubf. and trees are being planted 
with the approval and cooperation of the Philippine Re­
public iii an effort to reh~.lJilitate the area and hide the 
scars of the war. 

The cell where Jose Rizal spent his last night before 
his execution by the Spanish has been restored and a 
bronze tablet in his honor "rected on the walls of the cell. 
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The American forces withdrew from the fort in March 
19·19 when the lease from the Philippine Republic expired. 

The history of this spot began in 1480, when a strong­
ly palisaded earthwork was built by the grandfather of 
Rajah Soliman, who appre:iated the strategic value of the 
position at the mouth of the Pasig River, capable of con­
trolling the shipping traffic of Manila Bay. 
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This crude fort with its 12 bronze cannons <'nabl<'d 
Soliman to rule and consolidate the fierce tribes until 1570, 
when an expedition from the Spanish settlement on the 
southern island of Cebu under the command of Martin de 
Goiti and Juan de Salcedo, captured the fort and sackerl 
the city. Then on May 19, 1571, Miguel Lopez de Legaspi, 
first gO\·ernor-general of the Philippines, founded the city 
of Manila and work was begun to strengthen the walls of 
the fort. 

Santiago de Vera, the sixth governor-general, arrived 
in Ii>8,1 and realizing the need of far more stable protec­
tion, cleared the ground of all the original palisades and 
laid the first stones of the fort that bears his name. These 
stones 2re still in the walls. 

In 1762, sixtwn Briti~h warships with a force of 
nearly 7 ,000 mC'n sailed inb Manila Bay and laid siege to 
Fort Santiago. The Archbishop of Manila, as acting gov­
ernor, after a token defense surrendered the city to the. 
British admiral in Ootober of 1762. The British forces 
pillaged the city and partially dismantled the fort during 
iheir rear and one-half of occupation. The natives had 
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been so cruelly treated during this time that they had 
scattered to the interior and it was not until 1778 that 
sufficient laborers were induced to return and reconstruc­
tion began. 

On Mar I, 1898, Arlmiral Dewey destroyed the Span­
ish fleet in Manila Ba.r and on August 13 of the same 
,rear, the city of Manila and. the fort were peacefully sur­
rendered to the AMerican forces under General "'csll·~· 

Merritt. 

During the Americans the moat, which had complete­
ly encircled the wal1s, was fil1ed and transformed into a 
sunken garden, and trees and shrubs were planted and 
neatly trimmC'd. Many of the old cannons, roundshot and 
other histori::al equipment were carefully preserved for 
their ornamental ,·alue. 

The Japanese flag was raised on~r Fort Santiago on 
Januar)· 3, 1942, and the military police along with the 
dreaded Kempei-tai, or secret police, quickly packed the 
dungeoqs and cells soli<l with prisoners. 

The number of people murrlererl by the brutality of 
the Japanese within the walls of Fort Santiago cannot 
be calculated. Hundreds of bodies, decomposed beyond 
recognition, were burned when the American forces reoc-
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cupied the fort. Survivors of the treatment for political 

prisoners at the fort by the Japanese are in the minority, 

as their fate was sealed before entering. 

Months after the war had ceased, bodies were still 

being remo\'ed from the rubble and debris of the once beau­

tiful grounds. On November 30, 1946, National Heroes' 

Day, a national monument was erected inside the fort, 
abO\'C the burial ground of some 700 unidentified bodies 
of Filip!noc; who died as a result of Japanese treatment 

in the fort. 
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VOICE FROM THE GRAVE 
By CONRADO GAR. AGUSTIN 

This is the DC'ad spcak.ng. One of l he innumerabk· 
Dead that lie in unmarked graYes scattered through the 
length and breadth of this fair land-in the blood-soaked 
slopes of Bataan; in the jungle fastnesses of the Sierras; 
in the rugged, thorny trails of the North; in the swampy, 
thick-foliaged heart of the far South. 

This message is specially rledicated to our living Com-
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rades-in-Arms and in the Resistance. 
You han~ done so much for the Cause and in the 

realization of our cherished Freedom and yet so far you 
ha,·e receiYed so little or practica1ly nothing in return. It 
breaks our peace to sec you neglected so. But it makes us 
still sa<ldel' when you bewail your misfortune. Of course. 
in a practi::al sense, you have e\'el'y right to ask for the re­
ward that you justly deserve. It will help keep your body 
and soul together during these difficult times. Even we, 
the Dead, c.•xpcc:t a little token of appreciation from those 
that ought to remember. 

But )'OU know full well that we fought in the last 
war not for any material con'siderations. \Ve would have 
resisted the Japanese invaders even without the Americans 
just as our fathers fought the Americans despite their 
a\-owed good intentions. 

Why then the dissolutionments? Remember that there 
is such a thing as Conscience. You have done your duty 
well. That is enough to make you happ~,. and proud. 

If you were able to survive the dew1.~tating barrages 
and bursting shells that blasted hundreds of us into obli­
vion; if you were able to escape the vin<lictive brutality 
of the Bm;hidos whosf.• slashing swords fell on countless 
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heads among us-there is really no reason wh,· YOU can­
not fight through and win against the spectre of despair 
that constantly haunt you-the disappointment over unful­
filled promises and the indifference of your fellov;men. 
Be thankful that you are alive with the ohances of making 
good in the future while we rot and remain in our gra\'es 
-unknown and forgotten. 

You need not walk dejectedly alonr: :'-·our lonely way 
with your head hanging low, like a beaten, miserable crea­
ture-always looking for something that cannot be found 
by wishful thinking. 

Bra::e up, man. You can cifford to lose a war for 
there is always a chance of fighting anew but you must 
not take the risk of losing your self-respect: and dig­
nity. Think of yourself as a man first and last and as 
a soldier always-fighting an uphil1 battle in your life and 
never saying die! 

It is unfortunate that many of you lost you 1• arms, 
your legs, your sights which make it difficult for you 
to shift for yourselves-so it is with our families who re­
lied upon us as their sole support and protection. Now 
t"hat we are gone, they are left out in the cold-helplessly 
struggling for their very existence. 

Yet, we, the Dead, brook no reproach to those who let 
us down-knowing that what man cannot give, God will 
provide and God's Justice will triumph in the end. 

Keep up the good old spirit. Do riot fail us in our 
trust and faith in you. Good Luck and Farewcli ... ! The 
last time we were together, we did not have the chance to 
say good-bye-Death was too quiok for that. 
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Biographical Sketches of the War Claims Commissioners 
MRS. GEORGIA LUSK 

The War Claims Commission's only woman member is Mrs. 
Georgia Lusk, former U. S. Representative to Congress from New 
Mexico. 

Born in Carlsbad, not far from thf' famous caverns, she was 
one of four children of George W. and Mary Gilreath Witt. Her 
father, an architect, contractor and rancher, had moved to New 
Mexico from Missouri prior to Georgia's birth. 

The youngster grew up on her father's ranch; learned to ride 
almost as soon as she could walk. She. attended the local public 
schouls, the State Teachers College, Silver City, and the Colorado 
State Teachers College, Greeley, taking a. post-graduate course at 
the latter. 

Her first teacl1ing jcib-at. 19--was in one of the rural schools 
near Carlsbad. She not only taught the lower grades but the ju­
nior and senior high srhool subjects as well. Her marriage to Dolph 
Lusk, New Mexican c~ttleman and banker, temp1•rarily ended her 
teaching career. 

The Lusks had three sons, Virgil, Dolph, Jr. and Eugene. Mr. 
Lusk died at the age of 37 leaving his young widow to bring up 
their three boys. It was only after she had been driving them 
daily from their ranch to school that Mrs. Lu!<k decided she might 
as well feach again. In 1924, she becnme County Superintendent 
of Public Schools, serving four years only due to a !<tatue limita­
tion. In 1931, she was elected State St!perintendent of Public In­
struction-to again serve four years. 

In the meantime, Mrs. Lusk had been taking an active. part 
in civic affhirf;. She was a member of the Parent-Te:irhers Asso­
l'iation and served on the Goi.·ernor':o. F.C"onomic Committee, a body 
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designed to develop additional revenue for the public schools, in 
1941-1942. 

When the United States declared war on Ge.rmany, the three 
Lusk boys enlisted in the Air Force. All were commissioned. Cap­
tain Virgil Lusk was killed in 194:! in the North African Campaign. 
His brothers returned safely and today Dolph, Jr. is a bankeJ• and 
rancher, while Eugene is -an attorney in Carlsbad. 

It was during the war-time absence of her sons that Mrs. Lusk 
again turned to her first love-the public schools. She again serv­
ed four years as State Superintendent. At the same time, o;;he 
1nanaged her own cattle ranch near Carlsbad and otheJ• ranch pro­
perties. 

In 1946, Mr:~. Lusk ran for, and was elected, to Congress from 
the State-at-Large (they have no Congressional Districts in N~w 
Mexico) and for the next two years served in th~ House of H.e­
p~·esentative.!>. Duling thi:; time,· she was a member of the Vete­
r-an's Affairs Committee, a por.t which awakened her interest in le­
gislation for special needs of veterans, She also introduced legis­
lation to provide for a 100 percent disability for all ~ri;,oners of 
,Var of the Japanese over a ten-year period with special provisi')ns 
for periodical medical examinations. Not only has she been part­
icularly interested in nterans' claims a::i set up under the War 
Claims Commission Act-Public Law 896-but the Act itself can 
almo::it be ::iaid to be her baby. One reason for her interest is that 
the New Mexico National Guard, which was sent to the Philippines 
before the war, suffered greatly as prisoners at the hands of the 
Japanese. 

(Co11tinued on 1m11e fi.J) 
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Peppa in Retrospect 
(Co11ti11111·d fro111 /J(/./.!f' .1.3) 

session. But in the words of the author and the Philip· 
pines' able and influential Ambassador Elizalde, the intro­
du::tion of the bill was a signal achicYcmcnt in itself. 

It might also be mentioned that the organization ha.s 

sponsored patriotic mon~ments in line with its polky to 
keep the fires of democrnc,\· foreYcr burning. One suc:h 
movement was the campaign last year to bo,rcott Japancs( 
goods coming to the Philippines, this in spite of som .. : 
go\·ernment officials' insistence to allow the entry of ('heap 
goods manufactured b.r the same hands that torturer'! and 
sent to death countless Filipinos. The mon~ was the first 
of its kind launched after the war. In a c:ircu!a:· to its 
members, the PEPPA urged ::omplete boycott of Jap 
goods, asserting that every ccnh1\·o sent to Japan through 
the purchase of her goods would contribute to the recmi­
struction of a more powerful nation that might again 
subject the Philippines and other peace-loving countric.:: 
to ruthless domination. 

However the first signal accomplishment of the as­
sociation came shortly after its organization in 1946. Ear­
ly in NO\·ember of that year, its executive secretary 1·c­
quested Major General George F. Moore, then command-

111",3116", llA" ond in .a•,. l'di1R~n1iort. 
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ing general of AF\VESP AC, to declare an open house at 
Fort Santiago to enable the members, the families and 
friends of those who were tortured and killed there as 
well as the general public a chance to visit this histori~ 
area. The request was granted despite the fact that th€ 
fort was at that time still a restricted military area. 

The open house was held to coincide with National 
Heroes Day, November 30. On that day the PEPPA mem­
bers honored their dead comrades with a special mass 
offering at the Sta. Cruz church. The late Mrs. Aurora 
Aragon Quezon, widow of the beloved Philippine Pre!)­
ident, was guest of honor, and the then Vice-President El­
pidio Quirino as principal speaker. Among those who:sie 
memories were honored during the occasion were the late 
Justice Jose Abad Santos, \Venceslao ·Q. Vinzons, Generals 
Lim, Segundo and de Jesus, Colonels Nakar, Baja and 
Ramirez, Juan Elizalde, Ramon de Santos, the Escoda 
couple, Antonio Bautista, Consul General Claren:e Kwang~ 
son Young, Jose Araneta, Liling Roces, General Guy 0. 
Fort, Col. Charles Thorpe, Col. Hugh Straughm, Capt. 
Joseph Barker, and many others. 

At the special program which was a feature of the 
Fort Santiago open house, Mrs. Trinidad de Leon-Roxas, 
wife of the then President Roxas, delivered a touching 
tribute to the war dead. Said she in part: 

"Most of the greatness that Fort Santiago has wit­
nessed now lies buried in its dust. The heroic defiance 
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against oppression, the steadfast devotion to the cause of 
liberty, the brave submission to brutality, most of it i& 
~·et unwritten. 

"Our liberation had been complete. \Vith the death 
of a city has come the death of the oppression for which 
Fort Santiago stood. \\'ith the resunection of our coun­
try must be linked the memory of patriotism that is linkt~d 
with Fort Santiago. \\'ith the coming back to I:fe of free­
dom must come to life the heroism that caused such ~rue] 
death, so a country may live." 

\Yith that first National Heroes Day program under 
the auspices of the PEPP A, a ycal'i)· pilgrimage to Fmt 
Sa~tiago b.r the members was inaugurated. In the 1947 
ceremonies the organization had as· guest of honor th~ 

then Sccre~ary of the Interior Jose C. Zulueta. Among 
those who took part in th~ program were Col. Rillo, R(''\'. 
Fr. \Villiam Masterson, Atty. Leonardo G. Marquez, Col 
Alejandro T. Santos, PEPPA Vice President Asuncion A. 
Perez, Minister Chen Chih-ping, Mrs. Rar~::.un<la Guidote­
AYila, Mrs. Pilar Hidalgo Lim, Secretary F. R. Dri1lantes 
and students of the Centro Cscolar University. 

Secretary Zulueta in his address paid tribute to the 
Filipinos who lost their li\-eS in the hands of the Japanese. 
"E\·ery man and woman who pel'id1cd or suffered here 
at the hands of the ruthless im·aders was a guarantt•c 
that in eYery crisis that shall befall us as a people, there 
will always be scores who will gladly <lie, if need be, to 
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presel'\·e the ideals for which Rizal, Lopez Jaena, Eoni~'aC':f'. 
Mabini, Quezon and others died," the Secretary said. 

Last year's program on the same occasion was featun.:\I 
h.r a memorial address by Minister Thomas H. Lo"ket~. 
former charge D'affaires of the U.S. embassy in the Phi!· 
ippincs. Other speakers were Judge Antonio Quirino. 
PEPPA president and Mr. Gil Pu.vat, a ranking mrmbn 
of the organization who acted as master of ceremonic::;. 
The inYocation during the ceremonies was pronmmcc(i 
by Bishop Rufino Santos while floral offerings were m~llk 
by war widows with Mesdames Lockett, Consuelo Salaznr­
Pcrez, Asuncion Perez and Paz Ramirez assisting. 

President Elpidio Quirino, in his special message t)H 

the occasion said in part: 
"\Ve do well to remember our heroic dead and ponde;: 

their contribution to the freedom and well-being of onr 
country to the end that we ma.r make oursel\"es wortlir 
of the heritage they haw left us. 

"Enriched by this tradition, we can have th·~ faith 
and the courage to meet the problems of our time and 
,are confident that the generations to suc::eed us will haYt 
the power to use properly the opportunities of their ow1: 
da~· to nrotect and enhance the welfare of om· countn'." 

It is also noteworthy to mention that in 1947 t!i;.· 
PEPPA designated Mr. Gil Puyat, president of th<' Pl1ilip­
pirn• Chamber of Commerce, as its special envoy to \Vash­
ington to wol"k for tlw amendnwnt of th<' bill p1·<'~<'ntc1l 
by Rep. Emorr Pric<' of Flo1·icla, gnmtiug an inclPmnity 
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citizens of the United States incarcerated by the .Japane:A 
in the Philippines. Mr. Puyat's contacts in \\'ashingtmi 
<lid much to pa\'c the Wa,\· for the introduction !Mer of' 

the Ca\'alcante measure. 
The organization has been recognized as an impol'tant 

<•ntit,\· by General Douglas MacArthur himself. I.a~t ,\"l'~\,· 
lw sent th-. following message to the membci·s: 

"Thl' re:;ord of Fort Santiago under enemy tontr<1i 
as with other notorious concentration camps of both 
Europe and Asia, depicts in stark detail the dcpravit~· 
of which mankind is capable in modern \var, where ci\';l­
ization's carefully devised controls upon human condud 
arc swept away before the marl thirst for dominion and 

· conquest and power ... 
"Let us reflect upon those gallant men and woml'll 

v:ho suryh·ed this ordeal of terror and those who died. 
Let us reflect upon this lesson that modern and fntm·(• 
war im·oh·es not repeat alone the destruction of popula­
tions and cities and great temples of human prof~l'<'~s. 
but the obliteration as well of the moral and spiJ·itu:li 
fiber upon which the progress of civi1ization through tlr:.· 
centuries has rested ... From su:;h reflection it is for ll.S, 

the living, who ,·iewed these things, humbly to pctitim: 
God to grant that his curse against humanity called w~u-. 
with its involvcme-nt of peoples and races and nations and 
continents, may nc\·er again be visited upon the earth." 

\\'ith this same fcn·ent hope, the Philippine Ex-PP­
litical Priso11t>rs' Association looks forward. 
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WHEN WE "WON" 
By LUIS M. ENRIQUEZ 

E haci "won" the war before the end of 1942 ! The 
W Philippines had been regained after ::l. few months of 
furious American counter-offensive, that i!;, by the grace 
of that rumor purveyor, that source of information which 
deluded ci\·ilians and sent them s~urryin!J away to the hills 
for safety when the.r should ha,·e been better at home, 
or breathed a sense of security into them in the midst of 
extreme danger-"Radio Puwak,'' variously called "Radio 
Cachero," which e\'er.rone who went through the hellish 
four years of J apam•se occupation know:.;. 

Early in January, 19·12, news was spread all over this 
region that se\·ent.r American cruisers had arrived in Phil­
ippine waters, convo;ring several aircrnft carriers with 
thousands of fighting planes and hundreds of flying for­
tresses. 'Vho could doubt the authenticity of the news'? 
"A prominent optometrist of the locality had heard it from 
a well-known lawyer, who in turn had gotten it directly 
from th-. captain of the ship that had reached Capiz port 
after eluding the wrdon of enemy submarines between Ma­
nila and the Visayas. Yes, the aid for which people had 
prayed, had come. 

The joy of the people knew no bounds. They told 
one another, "'Vhere will the Japs go now? In a few 
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months thl'Y will bend their knees before American might." 
Meanwhile, we relaxed in our nightly ,·igils oYer home and 
fireside and in keeping up with the regimen of economy 
in food. I guess many a man, particularly if he was a 
volunteer guard, who had hearci the news of the ar1ival of 
American aid, woke up his family that night to tell them 
of the glad. tidings. "Come on," he muat have said, "cook 
as muc:h rice as you want-and no lur1aw for me-and 
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take out all the salted pork. \Var will soon be over just 
as I told you." 

During the first few days of war it was hard for 
people to learn the lessons taught by false alarm, for at 
noon on De::ember 18 of 'i:hat fateful year an echelon of 
J'iJ'ty-four planes flew over Panay skies, first northward 
and then southward a few minutes later. People left their 
dining tables to look up and cheer, "Here they come­
Ameri:;an planes!" Vile remember that the second time 
the squadron passed over, one plane separated from the 
rest, flew low, and dropped two "eggs," barely missing the 
long concrete· bridge which is the pride of the region. We 
learned later that the squadron had bombed Iloilo city, set 
fire to fuel installations, and machinegunned scores of 
civilians. 

Our people clung tenaciously to hope and who could 
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blame them? It was painful to accept the fact of war. 
It was hard to believe that American might had taken a 
·licking and that Japan was that strong. Even after the 
fall of Bataan-it dazed us to hear the bitter truth-we 
still hoped Corregidor to hold on much longer until Amer­
ica could send the much-talked-of reinforcements which 
would completely overwhelm the enemy and liberate the 
Philippine.-> in a glorious spurt of unpr'2cedented might. 

After the fall of Corregidor we found citizens dicus­
sing the situation. The realists-we refrain from calling 
them defeatists-believed that all the USAFFE could do 
was to organize a guerrilla, the last resort of a defeated 
army. The war would then drag on for years-maybe, 
ten years or more. Ten years of war when ten weeks of 

· it was too much for us to bear! Incorri~ible optimists, on 
the other hand, analyzed the situation thus: Those were 
winter months. The flying fortresses could not fly over 
Japan. \Vait until June and we would know of American 
bombers swarming over enemy cities like innumerable bats. 

The famous Doolittle raid on the island empire came 
later. I heard the news from a guerrilla captain who said 
that the number of planes shot down was enormcus. I had 
read somewhere that a casualty of more than ten per cent 
of Planes shot down in a raid is considered big. 

People intently wat:::hed the skies and shores for any 
hope of American aid. Any strange or unfamiliar sight 
gave rise to conjectures. A few Weeks after the outbreak 
of war, an American officer from a nearby cadre came 
to a shore town to verify the rumor that a ~ubmarine peris­
cope had been seen in the vicinity. He trained his spy-
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glass on the horizon and waited with bated breath when he 
saw an . objec:t protruding from the w:ttcr. He did not 
know that fishermen were laughing behind his back, for 
what he saw was the point of a stake fol' a fish corral. 

At another time shortl.\· after, a long line of fighting 
ships was reported sighted off Point Pucio on the north­
western tip of Panay. \Ye were assured that they were 
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American ships because of their size and color. A request 
for confirm&tion was sent to an airplane landing near the 
point where the ships were seen. Responsible officials 
waited in Yain for a reply, but meanwhile the news gained 
wide circulation and gaYc rise to an orgy of hopefulness. 

After this incident and others of like nature, local 
wags coined a word which stood for frustrated hope: batel­
,-;hip, a bated being a native sailboat that plied between 
shore towns. Two men came to blows when one seriously 
insisted that ht" had seen many halclsh:ips and cou1rl 
prove it. 

M:rny things were also si11hted. American planes 
were sighted now and then. Sighted, too, was the addi­
tional advance pay for go\·ernment empkyees and teach­
ers. \Ve sighted just around the con1e1· days of normal 
living with three square meals a day and the full enjoy­
ment of RooseYelt's "four freedoms." 

To us in the provinces during the c>arl.r days of the 
war every American we saw was a symbol of eventual lib-· 
cration of the Philippines, more so if he was an army man. 
One day two bedraggled Americans came by batel. One 
was a nath"e of New Jersey and the other of California as 
we learned from them. We pelted them with questions 
about eaJ.·1.r Ameri:an aid and they assured us that as far 
as they knew it would be coming in a few months. The 
daily mimeographed newssheet which we were then pub­
lishing had made a little money, so we played host to the 
Americans at breakfast. \Ve served them cr;ffee with 
cream, fruit, bread, rice, and steak-snJ'ely a fare fit for 
a king that time. Their Jast words to ns when they left 
us for Iloilo that morning were, "See you in Manila in 
a couple of months. Don't forget to drnp in at head­
quarters." 

At another time, after the sinking of the "Legaspi" 
off Mindoro early in the war, seven American survivors 
came to town. They still had their Enfield rifles with 
t~em. Tall fellows. I attached myself to one and pumped 
him dry of war news. Yes, the Americans would stage 
a counter-offensive in a few months and the war would 
not last beyond 1942. 

It is of common knowledge that newssheets, mimeo­
graphed or printed, were published in many places over the 
isl~nds during the occupation. The island of Panay had 
qmte a number. Their chief" function was to bolster the 
morale of the inhabitants and :ounteract false propaganda 
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from many quarters. Jt is true that the newssheets played 
up favorable news for all it was worth, and played d0'\\"11. 
m· suppressed discouraging items. But they did so un­
der the time-honored practice in journalism that it is up 
to anybody to treat news in his own way as will serve the 
best interests of his readers. 

\Vhat dire sense of defeatism would have been engen­
,Jered in the hearts of the people had they exactly known 
.America's extreme \"ulnerability and state of unreadiness? 
What calamity of morale the people would have suffered 
had they understood the truth that Bataan was hanging 
by a flimsy thread even as Radio Philipr>ines blared forth 
the exploits of .Jose Calugas and repeated [he cry "Remem­
ber Erlinda!"? The little newssheets, many of which were 
published under very trying conditions, did their part in 
the war effort. 

Our mimeographed daily newssheet, Kalibo Wa1· Bu/.­
ll'lin, was started a few days after December 8, 1941, with 
ten-centavo contributions from friends. Later on, we were 
swamped with donations including mimeograph inks, 
stencils, paper, and petroleum for light3; a mimeograph 
1na:.:hine and all radio sets that still worked were placed 
at our di~posal. 

The office of publication stayed up until late at night 
and it became the meeting-place of those who cared for 
news and wanted to discuss it. The news that Quezon had 
left the Philippines for Australia divided the staff into two 
camps, on., condemning his flight and the other justifying 
it. The question almost snuffed out the life of the publica-

(Ccmtin11e,1 011. page 74) 
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Biographical Sketches ... As a ~enior attorney in the Office of Legi:<lation of the Veteran,;' 
.-\.dministrntion. It wa:; Cleary';; job to analyze and report on legi;;­
lath'e propo:-als affecting veterans. One of the:<e proposal,.; on 
which he workE!d became the War Claim;; act of 1!148, Pub!ic I.aw 
X!)(), 80th Col!g1·e.!-L .\.: Lile ('h~inmm of the Com1\1:,:;;ion created 
by that Act, it will be up to Cleary and his fellow commi;;sioners 
to determine who is and \\ho is not e!ildble fo1· the benefit;; by Pub­
lic Law 89(-i. The mnnth,.; he :<pent ·m1.1;yzing the law as it p<1,.,;ed 
th1·011gh the \"ariou:< st:1J)."e::; of the \egi:=!.1tive proce:<:< wili prnn· to 
he beneficial to him in carq.·ing out his dutie;;. 

(Co11tfo11t•rl {1·0111 1my<~ .:q) 

Duniel Francis Cleary, one of the two attorney member ... of the 
War Claim:-; Commh•sion, wa,.: prep~u in~· him,.:elf for the job lo!lJr 
i:.oefol'e he knew th£r<: wa.~ r.toing to be i<l!Ch a Governn1ent 11ge11c~·. 

Compliment.~ o.f: -

Manila Gravel & Sand Co. 

Cleary was born in Chicago, Illinoh:, June 4, 1910 and ;;till 1"<'­
gards the 7th Ward in the Windy Cit~· as home. He attended pa­
rnchial schools and Lo~·ola Ac:1dem;..-, received hi:- Bachelo1· of .\11s 
and Jui-is Doc-tor degrees frorn Loyola Uni\'ersity and in 19:17 was 
admitted to the B::i· c,f the ~tate of Illinois. He subsequently \\·cis 
admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of the United State:< 
i1nd the Dii<trict •lf Columbia Court:<, including the C.ou1·t ot' Appeals 
!"111· the Oistrict or Cnlumliia. l'pon admisi<ion to the lllinoi,, Bar m 
rn:~'i, he hcl'am£' :1 member of the fi.-m of Gan·ey, Cleary aud Doyle. 
He J"cmained in the pri\'ate p1·actice of law until June of 1942 when 
he entered lhc Army Ail" Forces as a fi1st lieutemrnt. 
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by putting in 48 hours weekly as night electrician and radio con­
trol towe?' operator at the Chicag•> Municipal Airport had a lot to 
d•l with hi,; being able tn instruct in thMe strictly non-legal ;11JU­

jects. Just as his legislative experience in the Veterans' Adminis­
tration tied i•1 with his prehent responsibilities, so did his ten years 
of ah'p('lt experieHce fit in with this first Air Force assignm<;!nt. 
He has been a member <Jf Local No. rn4, International Hrotherhc,1d 
of Electrical Workers, AF of L, since 1928 and still carries a paid­
up c:.rd in that uui<,n. 

He had his turn at being a rommanding officer. In Cieary's 
Nlse, thp outfit was a headquarters squadron of nearly 900 office1·i; 
and (>Jllister.l men in Orlando. From thi~ :issignment he went to 
Fort Meade, Md., where he wm; officer in charge of the Air Force 
Recl·ption Statirin 1.1nit. From thei·e he went to Mitchel Field, Long 
Island, New York where, m; \"OC<1tiom1I and educational guidance 
offi<'Pr, !le ei;.t:1bli;;hed the firi<t ;;epamtion center in nn Air Force 
ht> .. pital. His work at Mitchel Field was pri1r.arily with officers 
a;id enli;;ted pcr;;onnel being ;;epa1ted on .accourit of phrsk<1l cfo;. 
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nbility. Th<'n follo\\"c_•d two as~ignmenli; at the AAF l'ersonuel Dis­
tl"ibution Command at Atlantic Citr, New Jerse~·. The fii-st of 
these wa:; ns As:-:h=t:mt Chief of the Phms Office, the st!cnnd a~ 

Chief of the Hedeplo~:ment Branch. Both of these jobs had to do 
with planning and carrying out the progrnm of transfe1Ting Air 
Forces units from the European Theater to the Pacific. 

Commissioner Cleary il'I a member of the American Legion, "fo­
thmal Cathedrnl f'<•st !So. 10, Washington, 0. C., Di~nbled An11•r­
ican Veteram1, Bethei;da-Che\·y Chmie Chapter No. 111, Americm 
Vf'terans Committee, Washington Chapter No. 1. 

(Cm1ti1111ed 011 pa ye. 1,·9) 
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WHArl, P. I. CHINESE DID FOR DEMOCRACY AND FRE~DOM 
By VICENTE L. DEL FIERRO 

Editor, "The Star Repm·ter" 
\\"ritten Exclusi,·ely for the MANILA GUARDIAN 

Thcl'c is perhaps no foreign group in the Philippines, 
that has helpl•d more immensely the Allied cause in the: 
.Philippines in the last war than the Chiner.c who, lon,g 
before the Japanese dastardlr attacked Pearl Harbor prc­
c:ipitaling th.c Pacific: \\'ar, had carried on an unrclentin~ 
psy::hologic:al warfare through their newspapers in Manila. 
against the sinister designs of Japanese dream of world 
hegemony. 

compliments of 
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MANILA 

Greetings frnm 

DY HUANCHAY 
Political Prisoner of Fort Santiago and 
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832 San Fernando, Binondo 
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If a true and comprehensive story of the resistanct 
to totalital'ian aggression in the Phi1ippines is ever writ­
ten in the future, that nanative can not be complete with· 
out a chapter or two de\·oted to the heroic role of he Chi· 
nese in the Phi1ippines who not only gave their lives, but 
also their fortunes, to democracy, the Allied cause, and tc 
l":.uman dignity and freedom. 

It is a part that is spontaneous and without doubt. 
something that does credit both to the great nation that 
they represent, and the sublime ideal of democracy and 
the brothel'hoorl that united the Filipino and the Chines( 
in this country under the Iron heel of the Japanese in· 
vaders. 

The Chinese in the Philippines had warned of th£ 
peril to the rest of Asia of the Japanese dream of \Vork 
hegemony spearheaded by the now historic China Incident 
which galvanized the people of old Cathay and solidified 
them in a determined effort to drive away the puny bar­
barians of Nippon. 

The Chinese, through their civic asso:iations and their 
newspapers in the Islands, expressed their indignation 
against the invasion of their motherland by the Japanese, 
b.r boycotting Japanese goods in the Philippines anC 
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throughout all Asia. 
Their campaign against Japanese goods was so ef­

fective that at the outbreak of the war, there was hardly 
a Chinese tienda in the Philippines handling Nipponesf 
products. It told heavily on the Japanese economic ascen­
dancy in the Philippines. 

The plight of the Chinese in their homeland, mean· 
whi1e, under the heel of the Co-prosperity conspirators, 
was brought home to the Chinese residents in the Philip­
pines by their newspapers, and to the cosmopolitan com­
munity as a whole through the English edition of the Foo· 
kien Times, and later, the World Telegraph, a daily pub­
lished by the ·combined efforts of leading Chinese commer­
cial houses through the Chinese Consulate General, with · 
the late Consul General C. Kuangson Young as the publish-­
er and Consul K. Y. Mok, as the editor. 

\Ve had first hand knowledge of ell these facts be­
cauge ,of our connc:tion w:th ~he Fookicl' Times, which 
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has survived through the prewar ,\·ears, wartime, and the 
Liberation. 

In fact, we were pm-t and parcel of the English edi· 
tion before the war, then of the \Vorld Telegraph with 
Mok and Lim Sian Tck. And even up to this day. 

The anti-Japane~e feeEn~ among the Chinese, in fact, 
was much stronger in the hea1;ts cf the Chinese than hi 
the hearts of the Filipinos prior to the outbreak of thE 
Pacific \Var. And this feeling was deeply intrenched be­
cause of the psychological warfare under the leadership of 
Consul General C. Kuangson Young and Consul K. Y. Mok. 

In fact, long before the sneak attack on Pearl Har· 
bor, both the Chinese Consulate General and the Japan­
ese Consulate General in the Philippines were already car­
rying on an underground as well as open economic war· 
fare, to the uneasy nc~1'.:·ality of Mr. Quezon's Common­
wealth government, wh :ch had to put up an official front 
of :omplete aloofness on the deadly situation, going even 
to the extent of warning both sides that the Philippines 
is a friendly country to both. 

Thus, when suddenly, the Chinese and the Filipinc 
people found themselves Allies following the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, a link was forged between the two peoples 
that was to flower into a loyal ccmradship in arms and 
in misery throughout those dark, tragic days. 
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The local .Japanese ne\·01· ncYel' forgan~, and ncve1 
l'orgot. 

As soon as lmpp1·iHl Japanl'Sl' Army had oc:cupicd :".Ia-
11ib, the.\· lost no time in round;ng up all the leaders ol 
thL' Chinese c:ommunit.\· with Consul General Young at th<­
top of the list of sc.:ores of Chinc1w wanted men \Yho wen 
dpstined for internment and later martyrdom. 

Hundreds of Ch·r_csc, business and social leaders, spe· 
tially thus<' in the Philippim• Ch;nesl' Gcne~·al Chamber oi 
Comnwrcc, like Don Alfonso Z. S.rcip, George DPe Sckiat. 
Guille1·mo Dr Buncio, Dr Hmuu:hay, Yu I\he Thai, and 
sen'ral otlwr well known figures of the JFcwar Chinese 
community in the Philippines were clamped into conc:en· 
tration -:amps and dl'n;:-;~'ons, and subjected to thP :ncd 
abominable fol'ms of torture. 

Only a handful of these sun·inxl to tell the stol'y of 
their tragedy. 

Consul Young and Consul l\fok h:wc bec.:onw martn·s. 
to the c.:ause of dcmoc.:rac.:y and freedom. \\'ith them w~re 
hundreds of their c.:ountrymcn. 

The other leader:::", notably Go Puan Seng, Ko Sent 
Liat, and Yang Sepeng, then as now exe~utive sec.:retan· 
of the ~hilippine Chinese General Chamber of Commer<:~. 
left Manila e\·en before the Japanese Armr entered l\fa. 
nila, and remained in hiding until the force~ of Liberation 
came in 19--1:). Yang and Go stayed in the lpo hills, living 
among the guerrillas and the mountain folk of Bulac.:an. 

Hundreds of Chinese ~·outh, belonging to the boy sc:out 
organizations and other patriotic groups, ll'ft with thei1 

!'amili<'S fol' the provinc.:es and either laid \ow giving in­
dil'ed aid to the gtL•nillas, or elf.(' actively joining the 
undeg1·ound. 

The rec.:onls of the US Sixth army f!Lowcd the va­
liant dePds of thes<> hundreds of Chinese who joined the 
guerr:Jlas, and fought s'de by side with the Filipinos and 
tlw Am::.';·icans, in the final assault to l'egain the Philip· 
pines. 

These guerrillas fought and died. Many of them sur­
vived. They a:·e with us today. Jn their usual peaceful 
tasks, th::.-y arc doing their part in the e::onomic rehabili­
tahm ~:~~d upbuilding of the land that has given them hos­
pitaJ;ty and l:o:ne, and treasuring, in their bosoms, a life­
long memo;·~· of their role in fighting for (l('mo2n~cy and 
human brotlw:·hood. 
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Biographical Sketches ... 
(CC1t1ti11ued from /Jaf!t' 65) 

DAVID N'. LEWIS 

An attorney who stepped into th~ national spo1 light when he 
assisted in breaking up the German-American Bund's Nazi camp 
in Suffolk County, New York-thus leading to the eventual prose­
cution and conviction of Fritz Kuhn, erstwhile German-American 
fuehrer-today is one of the three IT!.e.mbers of the War Claims 
Commission. 

He is David N. Lewis, native New Yorker, recently returned 
from Europe where he spent two years in charge of the Litigat.ion 
Branch of the Office of Alien Property in Europe, -assisting in the 
colle.ction of evidence to sustain seizure of German assets in the 
United States. The proceeds of such property are now being ap­
pli°ed to the fund from which American ex-prisoners of war will 
be paid. 

Mr. Lewis, who seems to have a knack of getting into thing;; 
exciting, started out in life casually enough as one of two children 
born to Charles and Josephine Noah Lewis. His father is an at­
torney in New York City. 

David was educated in the local public schools, Cascadilla Prep 
and Columbia University, and studied law at the Brooklyn Law 
School, graduatin~ in 192!) shnrt.iy b.::fore thQ st<-.ck market cra!'h. 
'He went into private practice with his father; the firm of Lewis 
& Lewis specializing in real estate and corporation law. 

In 1932 the firm opened an office in Bay Shore, Long Island, 
N.Y. Like many attorneys in small communities, Le.wis combined 
his private practice with county cases. He was attorney for the 
Board of Education, West Islip, and served as special assistant to 
the State's Attorney Gene.ml in investi~..1.ting and prosecuting elec­
tion frauds. He represented the buyers in the prosecution of un­
scrupulous real estate dealer.;; selling "chicken farms" to the un­
wary who hoped to escape the dt!pres;;ion the easy way. Unfor-
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tunately the "farms" were nothing but wastelands. The raeket 
caused such a scandal that the State's Attorney's office investigat­
ed. The prosecutions in which Lewis assisted and the resulting con­
victions did much to discourage otht>1· Get~Rich-Quick Wallingfords. 

.Mr. Lewis' experience in prosecuting the German-Ame.dean 
Bond-and the investigations which led to the trial and conviction 
of six leading members-convinced him tha.t war was in the offi:lg 
so, in 1939, he. applied for a commission in the Army. In July of 
that year, he hecame a scC"ond lieutenant in the Reserves and went 
to Mitchell Field, N.Y. Later he was transferred to the First 
Fighter Command and was with this outfit when the Japanese at­
tacked Pearl Harhoi·. 

In June of '42 Lewis was promoted to first lieutl!nant. Shoitl)· 
afte.r, he requested-and was assigned--to glider pilot school. Af­
ter his. gradua.tion six months later as a glider pilot, he was ;;.ent 
to the Army Intelligence School. Eventually he wa!'i a!'isigned to 
the Glider Di\'ision m-· an Intelligence officer. 

In 1944 Lewi!'i, then a captain, was given command of a glider 
wing in North Africa. He saw action at Anzio; was in the break­
through at Rome, and led a. glider wing in the in\'asion of South­
ern France landing his gliders behind th~ lines on D Day. He was 
also in the breakthrough in the· Pn Valley. Lewis, promoted to 
major in 1P45, aiso did rescue work among prisoners of war 'lnd 
internees. He was one of the crew in the plane that brought out 
~he Peace l\fo:;idl>n from llohmno, Italy, on VE Day. The first lie 
heard of Germany's surrender was while he was flying German 
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niililai·r "h1a~,·· b:wk tn Allied Headquarters in Ital;.·. Aft1!nrnrds 
Jw C'\"acualt•d :<onw of 11'1' (iC'nn:rn wal' t'riminal:< tn Allied control 
in Flo1·r>nc<>, lt;ily. 

In February 194fi, Major Lewi:-: was separnted from the .:er­
Yicc>. He returned to priYate practice but in September 19-t7 ac­
l0ptl'd a J>o:<t in ihl' .\lif'I'. l'r,11w1·tr l w.:toctian',.; Offic". Depm"tn1('nt 
of .Ju:4it•r. Short]~- ih('rrafte1· ill' wa:. :-Pnt m·en~en,.; Lo ta\,p cha1·ge 
of the LitiJ..t"ation ]franch for the AJ'(' oYersea:-; branch, maintain­
ing hrn:ll1ual"IN~ in llc·rliu a111l Munif'h. E\·enhmllr hb. \\Ol"k rnok 
him all m·pr Europe'. 111 .lllllf' of thi:-< year, he returned to the 
Stalt'" and no! Ion!! afkn\·anls w;ls nppPintPcl to thP W:n· Claims 
Con1111i.::<ioll. 

'.\h. I l'W;" hnld:< the :-\id Medal \dlh tlll'ee Oak Ll'af ('\u:-:ler:<; 
the l'rp~:idrnt!al l'nit Citation; the 1'urple Heart and the Brnnze 
..\nnwh(•ad thr l::th'r ~i\l·n lo tho:<(' whn pal'ticipated in the fir:-;t 
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CAPAS MEMOIRS 
By FERDINANDE. MARCOS 

W HEN I REMEMBER t~e Death March I don't re­
collect ·so much the suffer;ngs of the prisoners on 

their way, for they were soldiers meant for death and 
pain; but I remember an old woman who was at the win­
dow of the nipa hut, waving at the- long stream of un­
kempt, bedraggled and emaciated hulks of men, scorched, 
flagged, and driven along the hot summer road. She was 
peering into the faces passing by her as if she were look-. 
ing for some one. I could see tears profusely falling from 
her eyes and I could tell why her pose seemed to say: "As 
your fathers were before you, my sons, you too are march­
ing in defeat." 

It h!lppened that the Japanese guard halted the column 
just when I was in front of her. As the column stopped, 
this silver haired old grandmother started to throw at us 
~mall packages wrapped in banana leaves. She was cry­
in~ in a quivering voi::e, "Take these my sons; take them 
all and be strong again." She must have been keeping 
them for a grandson whom she could not locate. And we 
were her grandson's comrades. 

\Ve knew what would· happen to her, for we had seen 
man·· of the civilians abused and bayoneted for attempting 
to gh·e us succor. So we cried to her to stop throwing us 
food and to run, run from the yellow demon who was 
hastening towards her house. "Run, Lola," we cried it1 
Tagalog, "This is enough you have given us. Run for your 
life. The conqueror will cGme and kill you." 

But she kept on throwing the parcels of food, smiling 
sorrowfully at us, crying, "Take them all. You are young, 
I am an old woman." The Jananese guard ran up the 
house and we could sec his uniformed figure from behind. 
We saw him lunge at her and we could feel the sharp bayo­
net thru her breast as bhe crtimpled and disappeared below 
the window sill. 

'We cursed ourselves then for having given up our 
arms and with them our manhood. There were some 
hardy souls who wished to kill the guards, but the older 
men prevailed upon them with the caution: 14Just remem­
ber this, just remember this: there wi1l be a time whe:r 
they will pay for all this.'" 

So I entered Capas, feeling the welcome my country 
was extending to me and feeling that I was not worthy 
of it. 

I entered Capas rather late be::ause of my several at­
tempts to escape. Attempts because I was later appre­
hended and ultimately brought to the Concentration Camp. 
Just before I reached the gates of the Concentration Camp 
we passed through a group of civilians who were trying 
to distribute food to the prisoners of war. Among them 

was a good friend-cla3smate uf mine. He did not recog­
nize me. It was then that I took stock of my appearance. 
I was unshaved. My hair covered my ears. I was black 

. like camagun. I was clothed in a torn and dirt~~ polo­
shirt which I had picked on the way. And I was thin as 
a rail. I harl weighed 130 pounds before Bataan, I must 

han~ we=ghed 105 pounds after Bataan. 
I entered Capas in the company of Lieutenant Alberto 

011iaoit. who had been platoon commander in the 1st Reg­
ular Division. His platoon had mopped up the enemy in 
\\"hat was known as the Tu-ul Pocket of the Pilar-Baga: 
line. He had gathered some souvenirs. Pictures of some 
Japanese officers whom he had killed in per~onal combat 
were still sewn between the linings of his combat field bag. 
In the last inspection of our personal belongings inside 
Canas. the waning day. He stood slim .smd straight and 
haughty then. even while he was pulled out of our r1nks 
That was the last 1 saw of him alive. His head, preserved 
in. alcohol, was solicitously given to his family by one of 
the civilians living close to the Concentration Camp. 

\Ve were marched to our quarters ~lt one end of the 
Camp. My mouth anrl th!'oat we!'e so di')" I felt I could 
not swallow anything. I also had extreme rlifficulty in 
breathing. Even the old expedient of sucking my fore­
finger <lid not moisten m.r mouth at all. 

I woli:e up the following morning, the wet grass cold 
upon my face, with somebody sharply kicking at my ribs 
with his booted toes. It was the guard on dt;ty and he 
roughly ordered me back to quarters. I was heart.broken 
and indifferent to everybody. I lool<ed up at the guard 
and re::ognized him as an enlisted man. But strangely I 
felt no offenses at his insubordinate and uncomradely at­
titude. 

This was to mark my attitude and feeling throughout 
my entire stay in the Concentration Camp-heart-broken 
and indifferent towards life and pain, cynically amused by 
the behaviour of both my comrades and captors; and, then 
at times, philosophically resigned about matters I could 
not understand. 

But this marked the beginning of a long, long strug­
gle against loneliness. l felt alone even in that incar­
cerated mass of humanity. There was not a single person 
that I knew in the group to which I first belonged, well­
enough on whom to impose for help; so I just lay on in 
the dirty floor with all the rest of the ::;ick ~nd wounded 
while the minutes slowly rolled by. Because there was no 
one who recognized me, the1·c was no friend to help. When 
mess call was sounded, I would painfully crawl from my 
portion of the floor to the kitchen and receive my share 
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of the soft-boiled rice. There were times when I did not 
have the strength to go to the kit:hen to receive my food. 
Hunger was an old acquaintance and it was not hard to 
renew friendship with him. Since it didn't matter much 
to me whether I lived or not, I watched the ~till forms of 
my brothers-in-arms, one by one, being taker. out of our 
quarters as they passed away. 

This scene of all the outraged faith and the suffer­
ings around me was indelibly set in my mind. There was 
a little kid of 17 or even less (kid because I was 25) who 
was beside me. Like me, he had no blanket or towel and 
no extra set of cloth;no:. Like me. he, too, had no frienr1s. 
He was so wPak that he could not sit up from his bed like 
most of ns. He was ill with malaria, dysentery. and bt>ri­
beri. He slept. ate and defecated on the two-feet wide 
portion of thr floor al1ocated to him. The flies we!'e con­
tinua]]~· cover;no; h;-,. entire bodv. including his onen mouth. 
esneciall:v after he had relieved himself of the greater por- -
tion of the contents of his bowels. Sometimes, when he 
was unconscious. his slime and dirt would fan on me. And 
J. would also be too weak to bother about cleaning np. 

I did not know when my senses began to rebel against 
all these; but it was then that I began to get interested in 
the smal1 in-:idents that made up my life in camp. Fili­
pinas had welcomed us in spite of the disgrace of our de­
feat in Bataan. But it seemed that although she had 
smiled at us through her tears, she would not bind up our 
wounds. 

Why did she permit all her sons to die like this, I 
kept asking myself. Why didn't she come to aid her sons 
with medicines and doctor3? \Vhy did she leave them to 
starve and waste away in pain? Perhaps after all, this 
defeated Army was not worthy to be saved. And at night 
I would wake up sobbing to myself. 

For I did not know that there were doctors and medi­
cines a-plenty. \Ve were never told that foodstuffs were 
ready for all of us, . but that the magnanimous victors 
denied their entry to camp. It seemed as if the gallant 
samurai had decided that this was the righteous vengeance 
against those who had fought valiantly. We were told the 
medicines were received, but they were distributed among 
the Japanese soldiers instead of among the prisoners of 
war. We never dreamed that our people were accepting 
the disgrace of begging from the Japanese, begging that 
we, their sons, might live. At the risk of pride they 
begged; but their pleas remained unheard. In our bitter­
ness towards our own people, ·we never dreamed that there 
were many ::ountrymen who were ready to take our place 
i~ gaol that we may be left in liberty to resuscitate and 
recover. 

l nd so from the indifference of my resignation anci 
frustrJtion I grew into an awareness of bitterness. The: 
things that made up camp life came crowding into my 
consciousness. 

In the uncertain light of the false dawn, I would rouse 
myself from always fitful slumbers to the clutter of the tin 
ca~s of the water detail. I would lie there staring at the 
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ceiling, listening to the hollow and strident din of the "tiu 
can bngade." The clash of cans came from all sections of 
the camp, those from the farther sections ringing in muf­
fled tones. "Church bells," I would laugh to myself. And 
I would remember my boyhood in my hometown where 
the church bells used to wake me up in the morning be­
fore the sun was up. I would remember how I would go 
down to the backyard to catch beetles still sleeping in the 
tamarind tree. And how the dew· was so crystal-pure on 
the soft green of the tamarind leaves. And my thoughts 
would jump to Baguio where the chapel bells used to come 
in equally muffled tune through the fog of the dawn. And 
how I used to walk through the swirling denseness of the 
fog, my shoes wet from the grass and the whole world 
smelling of pureness and freshness. 

In the urge of my thoughts, l would try to rise, strong­
ly and with vigour, but the attempt would exhaust me and 
I would slump back with a grimace. So I went to peeping 
through a crack in the wooden wall, at the world outside. 

The first time I gazed at the column of moving men . 
.I was gripped by a feeling of unreality. The figures shuf­
fling in the eerie li.'l"ht look•'d like be-robed priests clashing 
~ymbals in ironic celebration of death. Death, yes, be­
cause after the cans came the long, long column of still and 
silent forms of our comrades that were borne on bamboo 
stretchers each upon the shoulders of fotn· men. Every 
morning, hundreds upon hundreds of these forms stiffened 
into twisted grotesque shapes, moved unendingly to the 
widening and lengthening graveyard ... 
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When we "\Von" 
(Continued from pafe 6!) 

tion for one group threatened to desert should the other 
insist in reflecting its belief in the editorial of that day's 
issue. At last the staff agreed to give Quezon the benefit 
of the doubt. 

The newssheet splashed the "suicide" of the Japanese 
general Homma when the radio announced that he com­
mitted harakiri for failure to get Bataan, in the same room 
at the Manila Hotel which General MacArthur used for 
his headquarters before the war. 

It was funny the way common readers interpreted 
news and, in straightening it, the newssheets did their 
bit. Readers had a distorted verb sense when they heard 
news in the radio. Let us lay it on their hurry to "win" 
the war early. A news item, for instance, would i·ead :. 
"American production of planes would be 5,000 a month by 
1945." Overjoyed readers ignored the .sense of futurity 
and spread news that American that time produced 5,000 
planes a month, adding even that all these would be sent to 
the Philippines. 

One time in 1943, in our enemy-garrisoned town, the 
Japanese military physician saw a big world map on the 
wall of the municipal building. He walked up to it, called 
the Filipino officials present, and described for them the 
war situation. Fighting was in Midway, he told them with­
out wincing at the truth, the Japanese had been driven 
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back, and in New Guinea the Americans had been able 
to make a foothold. The doctor made a motion with his 
hand that the Japanese were retreating in those sectors 
but that they would soon advance again. The enlight­
ened way he explained the war situation for those who 
were in the news blackout differed from that of another 
Japanese who had married a native of the place and lived 
here for more than twenty years. He always described 
how the Japanese had invaded the American mainland and 
assured his audience that in two years Hirohito would be 
in the White House. 

It was not radio puwak when news reached the people 
of Panay that an American submarine had surfaced at Cu­
Iasi, Antique, early in 1943. I, for one, would not believo 
it at first. But a guerrilla offioer, whose Chinese father 
was a neighbor of ours in the mountain hideout, had sent 
me a Camel cigarette and ten pieces of cigarette wrapper 
to prove it. I could have invited the entire barrio to smeli 
the aroma of that single Camel. We knew that American 
a_id was within smelling distance! 

Then in 1943 the first war-time copy of the Readers 
Digest reached this area by submarine. In it we learned 
that America lost two admirals in one -of the battles of 
Guadalcanal. The magazine passed from hand to hand in 
that barrio. 

Yes, American aid had not merely been sighted. It 
had come. Not a mere bate/ship had brought goods to the 
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guerrillas. In May, 1944, the guerrillas wanted to con­
vince the inhabitants who were inside the enemy gru.'l'ison 
at Kalibo that the day of liberation was not far off. In a 
raid that lasted all night they fired all the new weapons 
the submarine brought them-carbines, Thompsons, Ga­
rands, Brownings, etc. Those of us in the garrison who 
managed to get out on excuses that convinced the Japanese 
sentries saw our first copy of the Free Philippines. 

T/s OLSON: G.I. 
(Conti1med from page 4S) 

It was raining as we drove to camp. I helped him 
"pack up," if you pack up a cot and duffel bag anyway. 

I told him that he was welcome to my place anytime; 
that I wanted to hear from him again. All the nice words 
I could say. I also volunteered to write his CO and his 
folks. He was silent most of the time. When finally he 
spoke, he didn't say much, but it cut deep. All the bit­
terness, all the rancor in my heart for his countrymen 
were diE:sipated. "Thank you, sir, for all the kindness. 
To serve in your command has been a real pleasure. I 
wish I could go on serving under you. Goodbye, sir." 

He snapped into a salute that appeared to me as the 
smartest I have ever known. 

r C9ourtesy of 

It was raining hard by now. And the wind W"as :old. 
The impending storm accentuated the loneliness around. 

* * * 
I was to see Myrle months later. This time I had 

been transferred to general headquarters in the city. It 
was my habit to drive down after office hours to the USO 
near Santo Domingo church, buy ice cream and then raci:­
home. Sometimes I reach~d home with the ice cream 
still quite solid, but sometimes it was all liquid. All the 
same !t was fun racing through the traffic against the dis­
solving qualities of Manila summer. Moreover, the kids 
enjoyed the ice cream, race or no race. 

One late afternoon, as I was just getting off to a fly­
ing start, a neighboring driver hallooed to me. It was 
Myrle all right. He had some girls with him. 

It d•veloped that the 37th Division was sent home, 
but he lacked the ne:essary points and so had to cool his 
heels off as in charge of second echelon parts of a motor 
unit. While doing so he gathered an additional stripe and, 
what was more important, a wife. 11With the benefit of 
clergy," he hastened to assure me. As a matter-of-fact, 
he was already building a house in Paraiiaque. He was 
going to stay for good in the country, he said. 

I knew that Myrle was the kind of a guy who could 
get along well with all kinds of people, but I never thought 
he was that good at it. 

'B. DE ERQUIAGA 

Legaspi City 
Philippines 
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"To Those who bravely 
faced death fo make us 
free. Their names wit/ be 
remembered and treasured 
in our hearts. We shofi 
forever cherish their me­
mory", 
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Three Lives Triumphant 
(Contitw.ed from page .'17) 

Sylvia Canero, Capt. Vicente Gepte, Dr. Amando Ordonez, 
Capt. Jose Moran, Mr. Tito Dans, Miss A.baya herself and 
others. Being sick, Mother Stagg was left with another 
group that was removed later. \Vith her were Miss Ester 
Belarmino, Mrs. Pauline Costigan-Myer and Thomas Myer. 
She rejoined her group at the City Jail. . . 
The Mock Mass i'1·ial 

A mock mass trial took place at Bilibid on August 28 
and the sentences were read in Japanese. Nobody knew 
the verdict. 

On August 30, Miss Abaya saw .her friends for the 
last time as they were taken away by the Japanese. With 
them were Mr. and Mrs. Franco, Mrs. Carrere, Messrs. 
Elizalde, Pirovano, Ozamiz and Serafin Aquino. She never 
saw them again alive. 

Two days later, ihat was on September 1, 1944, Miss 
Abaya, Pau1ine Costigan-Myer, and the two Sisters were 
transferred to the Correctional Institution at Manrl:i.luyong 
and Mr. Dans and others to the New Bilibid Prison at 
Muntinglupa. 

Before we forget, Sam Boyd and Miss Clara Ruth 
Darbr were brought to the concentration camp at the San­
to Tomas University where they were iihcrated by Amer· 
ican troops on February 3, 1945 . . 

The intervening months saw more terrorism through· 
out the Philippines. The American forces of General Mac· 
Arthur were about to land ·and he had n.lread~r warned the 
enemy not to :ommit atrocities in the Islands. But the 
warning fell on deaf ears and the brutalities multiplied. 
The landing on Leyte on October 20, 1944, did not minimize 
the arrests and executions. It rather s<:"rved as a cue to 
intensify the crimes. 

Nothing was heard of Mother Stagg, Dr. Darby and 
Miss Wilk Then all of a sudden, through the testimony 
of some Japanese witnesses at a trial of a war criminal 
in Manila after liberation, 1t was learned that they had been 
executed 2t the Manila North Cemetery where they were 
beheaded and buried in one dugout. In another were in­
terred the remains of Elizalde, Pirovano, Ozamiz and 
others. 

Through well-known marks, portion.<;, of dresses, hair, 
dental make-up their remains were finally identified. 

Mother Stagg hailed from Califorma. 
Dr. Di•rb.r, who was near1y 50 yean old at the time 

of her death, was from the state of Indiana. 
Miss \Vilk, who was a little over 43 years of age on 

her death, was born in La Porte, Indiana. 

Amon{} c:.~ 

In the concept of men, Mother Stagg, Dr. Darby and 
Miss \Vilk are dead-foreYer. To us whose faith is as 
deathless as theirs, the.r are merely transfigured and, al­
though separated from the li\·es of living men, they linger 
in our memory to guide and inspire us to greater heights 
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of devotion to counfry and of love to God. For that matter. 
they abide by us in waiting, silent as love, eternal as hope. 

Needless to say, they were happy in their martyrdom 
for the people they helped to free with their labors. And 
in dying in the manner the cruel enemy had chosen, they 
enriched the struggle with their blood and lives. Of each 
of them we can also say, "Greater Love hath no man than 
He laid down His life for their sake." 

As Christians and as Filipinos, we ~we to them much, 
if not all, of what we are today, tomorrow and forever! 

Our Unknown Envoy ... 
(Confinuecl from page 20) 

That with all the work and accomplishmer.ts he has 
clone for his country he is comparati_vely unknown to his 
countrymen is, ironically, the reward of silent labor and 
financial s~~-:rifice. His annual salary of P24,000 can only 
co\·er a small fraction of the expenses •vhich a diplomatic 
representative of his rank must meet in the world's most 
expensive capital. Hence, he has to dig deep into his 
priYate resources, using his private resiclence in 'Vash­
ington as the official seat of the Embe.s•y. For this, he 
does not charge the Philippine goYernment a single centavo. 

For.all that he is doing to enhance Philippine prestige 
abroad, Mr. Elizalde seeks nothing in return but merely 
the cooperation of every Filiipno. Thi3 he intimated to P. 

missioner in 'Vashington who asked the Ambassador if hr­
had any message to send. The Filipino diplomat lacon­
ical1y remarked: 

"I hope you will have the opportun!ty to share your 
observations with our people and our Government leaders, 
impressing upon them the ·importance of avoiding to anta­
gonize or alienate the friendship of the American people 
either by deeds, speeches or in the press." 

Letter to a War Widow ... 
(Continued from pa(/e 29) 

but sen·ed. Whe1·e they expected 50,000 there came 
500,000 which could easily be a million-with proof that 
they had served. 

It seems to me that slovenly Army work misrepresents 
the whole of America. With July 4th so near, it is a sad 
farewell, indeed-the Arm}r trying to say it for America 
with money they're relu~tant .to pay to a people who need 
something much more than out and dried compensation. 
Or insults. 
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The Last Days ... 
(Continued from page 25) 

lenced by Instinct, Mind surrendered to the embrace of 
Flesh, and Hope was blinded and became Chance. To the 
very end, to the last extremity, Hope had not deserted the 
men of Bataan who, even while Japanese tanks crunched 
steadily along the zigzags of Little Baguio, talked wildly 
and obstinately of great fleets of American bombers ex­
pe~ted at Mariveles. But even this forlorn fantastic com­
fort was taken from the men of Corregidor. The convoy 
was no longer expected; it was no longer believed. And 
with the hope of victory, vanished the will to fight. Why 
indeed should a man lose his life when nothing was to be 
gained? 

P:ttriotism became cautious, skeptical, reasonable, and 
becoming reasonable ceased to be Patriotism. The Voice 
of Freedom gave desultory news. Propaganda was scru­
tinized soberly by censors who now hesitated to antagonize 
the inevitable conqueror. T11e general staff was now con­
cerned with preserving the morale of its own men than 
with undermining the morale of the enemy. Already there 
Were whispers of mutiny and surrender in the dark cor­
ners where enlisted men sucked hungrily and apprehensive­
ly at their cigarettes and, in the impenetrable blackout, the 
vigilant ear could not distinguish the blameless experiment 
of the agent provo,ateur from the sinister blandishments 
of the defeatist. But whether one or the other no one 
cried out in shocked denunciation. Corregidor was silent 
and listened and thought curiously. Corregidor knew that 
it ·was beaten, and knowing it, was already beaten. 
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