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EDITORIAL

OUR NATIONAL HEROES

This issue of the MANILA GUARDIAN is humbly
dedicated to our national heroes particularly those who
gave their lives to the cause of the underground move-
ment during the Japaneu occupation,

Most of these brave men and women were Fili-
pinos. Many however were foreigners but who cher-
ished the Philippines as their own country which, like

“theirs, was fighting to preserve democracy and free-

dom against the onslaught of a common enemy.

Many of the heroes and martyrs of the resistance
movement were given choices to make by the conque-
rors. One choice, tempting in itself, called for their

- cooperation in preaching the gospel of the so-called

co-prosperity sphere, with the promise of immunity
from harm and possibly easy life at a time when the
fundamental struggle for existence was at its height.
The other was torture or death.

It was not hard for them to pick the second choice
and they faced torture and death with calmness, forti-
tude and determination to resist the enemy. There
were upon th ds all over the Philip-
pines who made this choice but whose memory today
is only remembered by their kin and close friends. No
cross or stone even marks their graves.

The Philippine Ex-Political Prisoners’ Association
whose members are the survivors of those who made
the alternative choice has fittingly chosen this day to
pay tribute to their comrades in the resistance. Set-
ting for the observance which has become traditional
since the liberation is Fort Santiago which to them has
become the symbol of political oppression.

The rites at the Fort Santiago program will mean
very little by way of assuaging the sense of loss among
the widows and orphans of the resistance heross, But
they will express the hope that must have been in the
minds of these heroes themselves before they died, the
hope that their nation will forever be free from for-
eign aggressors and that it shall forever be the bul-
wark of freedom and democracy in this part of the
world.

The MANILA GUARDIAN joins in cherishing
this hope.
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THEY SLEEP

AN UNEASY SLEEP

By TEODORO F. VALENCIA

In the national cemetery at Capas, Tarlac, lie the row
upon row of crosses, symbols of sacrifice and unselfish de-
votion to flag and country. But for the formalism of mod-
ern day hero worship, the dead are forgotten. Speeches
and messages on the occasion of National Heroes’ Day fall
on empty ears in a post-war world embittered and con-
fused. These are the dead, victims of the greed and the
ambitions of the living. Our heroes rest uneasy and un-
remembered. We might as well resign ourselves to this.

Joy greeted the returning heroes of the liberation, the
U. S. Armed Forces and the guerrilla units that helped
rescue whole communities from the brutal army of occupa-
tion. But even before the surrender of Japan, bitterness
began to set in as the cliques of absentee patriots started
sowing the seeds of hate in the hearts of the Filipinos.

Returning heroes fresh from Washington were soon
making sure they alone would merit the love and admira-
tion of the people, perhaps to win all elections thereafter.
General Carlos P. Romulo, Tomas Cabili, Tomas Confesor
and wartime cabinetmen in Washington’s government-in-
exile were out to wrest the political hold by painting every-
body as a collaborator. There were talks of bitter recri-
minations against the “traitors” who were those who had
been within ten feet of a Japanese sentry.

The stay-at-home Filipinos who suffered the agony of
three long years of starvation and brutality knew who
were the “traitors.” They, too, thought they would help
in rounding out the real collaborators and bring about
justice. These well-meaning people found themselves col-
laborators as well. They too, would be tried and made to
account for their acts.

Many a collaborator who enriched himself during the
Japanese time and actually helped the Japanese found it
expedient to join the conquerors, to seek recognition with
some guerrilla unit or to establish connections as members
of the underground. The picture became confused. The
well-intentioned patriots found themselves on the defen-
sive. The new conquerors were out for blood. They soon
found their victims, mostly innocent .public servants, pub-
lic spirited men who served their people honestly and well.

The bitterness was soon crystalized in the elections of
1946. People started calling each other names. There

were denunciations and cat-calls and bitterness was in
the air. Roxas had to fight off charges of collaboration.
The “super-patriots” were mostly on the side of Osmefia.
Reaction was violent and bitter. Roxas won in a closely
contested election and became President. But even his
election was not to end the name-calling. He found out
he had to chant the song of his enemies if he were to re-
tain the goodwill of America which was by then steeped
in the propaganda of the early 1946 patriots.

In the ensuing confusion, the dead at Capas became
insignificant. But for the empty speeches on National
Heroes’ Day, the nation practically shelved the dead. Even
today, these heroic sons of the Philippines cry for their
due. Most of the widows and orphans of the dead at Capas
are still urable to find a sympathetic ear because their
names were crowded out by the numberless fake guer-
rillas and the collaborators who sought refuge in make-
believe patriotic records.

In the People’s Court guerrilla leaders freely gave testi-
monies to save their friends, certified to their “under-
ground” records and included the indictees ir the rosters
of units. Everyone claimed some record of service with
the underground.

For sometime, in early 1946 public servants, even
clerks who served in the occupation government, were
threatened with non-readmission. Later, this policy had
to be revised. Today, the public employees who served
during the Japanese time are even given three years’ back-
pay. But not before every public employee had managed
to be guerrillas.

The claims of guerrillas are admittedly fantastic. Even
genuine guerrillas admit this. This could not have hap-
pened if we had adopted a rational approach towards the
problem of collaboration. The Leyte speech of President
Sergio Osmeiia outlining a sane and humane approach to
the problem was easily put aside in the rush for power
and ponularity. The result was obviously other than the
one intended. Soon, the patriots were funny. Soon the
genuine guerrillas were hard to separate from the fake.

In the United States, the battle for public opinion con-
tinued. Filipinos flew to America to make statements
which confused the American public and embittered those
at home. Those on the defensive did their share in con-
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IF YOU MUST,

LOOK FOR ME MANYWHERES

By FRED RUIZ CASTRO

Here where 1 fell you will not find me. ..
You will not find me whole again.
The winds have cleansed me of the slow decay
of final stillness,
Soil and sun have released me from time and its sting.
And now I can know only the deathless peace
that is the bosom of mother earth.

If you must look for me manywheres . . .
In the din of silences left by the smoke of battle,

In the afterwinds sweeping from field to field,
In the raindrops holding the sunset on blades of grass,
In the long and unavailing vigil where comfort is
similitude,
In the muted sounds over jungle sepulchres
and the soul is not there.

Look for me in these of remembering:
The smell of recent rain,
The sun meeting the young evening sky,
The y d awar of life you defined
to me,

Each twist and toss of me that gave you pain
coursing through the hours.

And when you feel like breaking away, look for me. ..
In each sharn vearning, every devious tenderness,
In prayer clioping tremulous into prayer,
In inarticulate questions, ever without answer
as to this day,
In yesterday’s ccstasy, today’s anguish
and thz frustrations in your tomorrow.

Each tim2 you flee th= memory, you are gathered
nearer unto me.

Look for me, as you must and will. ..

Not on the lips of men you will find me:
they will never understand
. the something of me that forever
shall remain standing,
defi~nt, clean and proud,
nor know of the bits of me
that straightway winged to God.

fusing the Amervican people. But the American officers
in the guerrilla recognition units of the Army were to
know the truth. The guerrillas were multiplying. This
was the result of hate and the reactions of the hated whe
had to become haters to hide their infamy.

There is hardly a Filipino today who has no knowledge
of some fake guerrilla who got paid. Equally so, anoth-
er deserving guerrilla or some widow or orphan who never
obtained a hearing. This is all the product of confusion
worse confounded, of ambition which multiplied into ha-
tred and robbed the real heroes of the gratitude they
deserve.

The genuine guerrillas cannot escave blame entirely.
They too helped their relatives into rosters to escape what
appeared in 1946 to be wholesale jailing of “collaborators.”
All these make the dead squiim in their graves. Those of
the decent elements of the community that never claimed
guerrilla status but are nevertheless clean from the zol-
laboration angle must now confess to davs of fear when
cven they thought they too would have to stand trial.

It is not vet too late for us to honor the dead by mak-
ing a clean record of what actually happened here, of the
misdeeds of a few and of the sacrifices of many who are
even today branded as traitors because of the political con-
venience in such an unholy preoccupation. It is not yet

too late for the people to help in formulating a sane at-
titude towards a dark chapter of our history.

Unfortunately, the issue is clouded by the fear on the
part of many that any attitude towards collaboration other
than what Ameriza wants us to adopt would be disastrous
for our rehabilitation needs. As long as we treat the issue
of collaboration by American desires and the trends of
public opinion in the United States, we can never have
peace with ourselves. We can never truly honor the dead
before we have appraised the living.

Ambassador J. M. Elizalde, we are told, is doing his
bit in America to acquaint the American Congress with
the true status of Philippine guerrillas. There are still
thousands upon thousands who, for want of connections and
the know-how, are unable to obtain recognition. It is equal-
Iy true that many who have already obtained backpay and
students’ benefits have to be unmasked. Only a vigilant
and unselfish public opinion can do this. Unfortunately,
this healthy attitude is still long in coming.

Meanwhile, the deserving dead lie forgotten. Their
deeds are laid aside by the living who even now are locked
in debate on the all-important question of who served the
country well. All pay lip-service to the dead. Few re-
member them. In truth, they lie unsung and'unhonored.
Their sleep is the sleep of the uneasy.
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RETROSPECT
ON THE OCCUPATION

dated January, 1943.

The following appeared in an issue of the City Ga-
zette, published during the Japanese occupation,

A YEAR OF THE CONQUERORS

January 2, 1942
By LEON G. GUINTO

A year ago, today, the Imperial Japanese Forces en-
tered Manila. It was a most orderly and peaceful entry.
There was no untoward resistance whatsoever on the part
of the Filipinos. The people as a matter of fact were
ready to receive the Army of Occupation.

People remembered that even before the Imperial Jap-
anese Forces came and before Manila had been declared
an open city they had scrupulously respected the capital,
their attacks having been limited to definitely-known es-
tablishments and installations.

The work of the Propaganda Corps of the Imperial
Japanese Army had been effective in preparing the mind
of the people for the proper reception of the Army of Oc-
cupation. The Japanese claimed that they were coming
as brothers and friends to liberate and to help, and the
population of the city was quick to accept the statement
and behave accordingly in a way that created no special
difficulties for the military authorities in the first days
of establishing a new government for the metropolis on
the basis of the old.

Early in the morning of January 2, 1942 the advance
guard of the Japanese Forces in the south of Manila had
arrived peacefully and quietly in Parafiaque. The com-
manding officer, through an interpreter, had said: “We
do not propose to interfere with civilian activities nor mo-
lest individuals unless they commit untoward acts against
us. Those creating disorder will be dealt with as indi-
vidual cases.”

Secretary Jorge B. Vargas, as mayor of Greater Ma-
nila, had anticipated the orderly occupation of the capital.
He said: “Our first concern now is how to prescrve peace
and order in Manila especially since looting, which arose
from free distribution of goods in some establishments,

has become serious.” He had accordingly given drastic
orders to the Metropolitan police to stop the looters. He
had also advised the people to go to their respective oc-
cupations and do their normal work.

The Japanese Consul-General and some members of
his staff had contacted the Japanese advance guard in
Parafaque for preliminary negotiations between the oc-
cupying forces and the government officials of the admin-
istration of the open city.

Following an interview with the local press in the
morning at the field headquarters of the advance column of
the Japanese Army Occupation Forces in Parafiaque, he
had given the following assurance: “Life and property shall
be protected. Civilian population shall be left unmolested.
Normal life and business shall be restored as rapidly as
possible. Nobody need fear any insecurity at home or any-
where.”

He had further said: “We have nothing but the best
wishes for the Filipino people and we trust that they
shall understand our true motives and our attitude. The
action of individuals and groups shall be considered ac-
cording to their merits and our attitude will depend en-
tirely upon their behaviour and their attitude toward us.”

On the day of the entry of the Imperial Japanese
Forces in Manila and following, the peopble were already
out in the streets and were able to pursue their various acti-
vities withcut much restriction. Sentries were stationed
at strategic street corners. There were no serious inci-
dents of a character to impede the rapid organization of
the life and government of the capital along normal and
peaceful channels. Soldiers were everywhere occupied
purely with duties designed to insure peace and order.

These were the facts regarding the memorable day of
occupation and the days that immediately followed. We
may well look back to it now with profound gratitude. No
day in our history as a subject people could take on greater
increasing luster with time in the memory of the popula-
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tion of our city and of the Filipino people in general. The
assurances of friendship and service on the part of the
[mperial Japanese Forces have been consistently and in-
creasingly sustained since in the face of all pc:sible skepti-
cism of certain of our population.

When we recalled the occupation of other cities of the
world embroiled in the turmoil of war, the wanton destruc-
tion of life and property that normally accompany the
occupation of a city by victorious troops, we could scarce-
ly believe our eyes and ears but for the positive confronta-
tion of a reality with little or no possible parallel in history.
We had been led to expect acts of barbarism and we saw
generosity, patience and courtesy shine through the cruel
exigencies of a determined struggle for racial and hemis-
pheric survival.

We used to think we alone knew the meaning of fair-
ness and magnanimity because ours was a Christian civil-

ization nourished by cultures that we used to regard as’

superior to anything elsc outside. Today, after a year of
direct contact with a force whose cultural antecedents we
have been taught to regard as alien to us and to ours and
therefore inimical and injurious, we must, in justice, ad-
mit that- we need no longer be ashamed of the circums-
tances of skin and geography and that we can only repair
the unfairness of that attitude and the folly of our out-
look by as rapid and assimilation of new information and
experience as we can manage within the range of our op-
portunities.

Now, what have we to show after a year of the oc-
cupation that should encourage us and decpen our faith
in our future? We have peace and order. We have a new
conception of public service, not in theory but in prac-
tice. We have a new spirit of neighborliness which arban
living under western capitalistic standards had well-nigh
smothered but for destiny’s fortuitous intervention. We
are fast coming to realize the benefits of an outlook gov-
erned by self-sacrifice, discipline and work. We are fast
acquiring and appreciating a new self-respect rooted in
pride of our origins and of our capacity for self-help and
new adjustments. We are beginning to develop values
based on the reality of inner worthiness not on the de-
ceptive appearances engendered by the organized dishones-
ties of venal publicity. We are getting to have and to ap-
preciate opportunities of equality and freedom that come to
all men who know theiv own value.

And that is not all. Here in our city we feel a tre-
mendous creative stirring. As fast as we are building up
our bodies to have sustained strength for service to our-
selves and to others, we are witnessing a new dream com-
ing to bud in reality as we envision and shoulder plans
of material reconstruction, notable symbol of which was
the change done with street car tracks at Plaza Goiti in
record time. We have reorganized our city to make of it
one happy neighborhood equitably enjoying all the public
services as far as our resources will permit us to effect
plans of improvement. We are developing a system of
organized and effective employment of our idle man-power
for self-help and for the construction of permanent and
concrete public improvements. We are out to weed out

inefficiency bad manncrs and dishonesty in the city gov-
ernment in order to prove our capacity to be happy and
prosperous and still remain decent.

Thus it is that January 2 will always have a deep and
abiding spiritual value not only to the citizens of Manila
but to all the people of the Philippines. It inaugurated a
new era of peace, self-respect and reconstruction under
the guiding principles of the Co-Prosperity Sphere for all
the communities and races of East Asia. It marked the
beginning of an epoch of happy, efficient and orderly gov-
ernment -for the people; and we have covered since a con-
siderable way towards material and cultural rehabilitation
as well as the soldering of a strong bond of comradeship

-and cooperation between the Philippines and Japan in the

common endeavor of organizing and establishing a happy
New Ordev for all colored races.

The Military Administration has taken an exceptional
interest in the welfare and development of Manila, doing
everything to insure its establishment on a firm founda-
tion to make it a worthy capital of the nation. There
is no reason to doubt that this interest, as well as the sup-
port and cooperation of its proud and worthy citizens, will
continue in increasing measure to make Manila a greater
and happier metropolis. We have January 2 of every year
to think of this fact. And we may make note of it with
every dawn and sunrise.

JANUARY 2, 1942

The following story is pieced together from the reports
appearing in the local press of Manila at the time of the
entry of the Imperial Japanese Forces in the City and is of
special interest by reason of the vividness of the reactions
registered of the population as noted by the journalists of
the time. As such it is @ human document that will carry
inereasing interest through the years for those who wish
to go back to this historic occasion which marked the begin-
ning of a new era for the Filipino people.—EDITORIAL
NOTE.

By The Hour

6:40 A.M. The city has long been awake, and through
the garbage-littered streets roll carretelas laden with goods
given freely to the poor. Men on foot, with bamboo poles
across their bent shoulders, hurry from the port area and
downtown stores, converging for the most nart toward Ton-
do and San Nicolas.

The manna from heaven? Delicious bologna and spe-
cial cheeses that Tondo and San Nicolas seldom if ever
tasted. Sacks of onions and potatoes. Rolls of cloth, from
drill to siik. Sheets of scorched iron. Fresh lumber. A
radio for one whose house may have no electrical connec-
tion, a modern stove for another without a gas installation
in his home.

8:40 A.M. Housewives hurry to markets. The dust
is beginning to rise, the garbage to smell. Smoke above
and dust below, and the snarling of curs in the refuse.
There is evacuation, but not much of it and mostly from
one part of the city to the other. Telephones ring every-
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where, reletives keeping in touch with cach other, keeping
abreast of the news. That’s how rumors are born. News-
papers are grabbed from the small hawkers’ hands. Only
the newspapers are ‘“steady’ in content. Keep quiet; don’t
resist: the Japanese promise civilian safety.

10:40 A.M. Too many pcople on the street, but few
ol them hostile. The main streets are crowded and ob-
vious among the crowds are the prostitutes. Well-knowr:
stores like Hamilton Brown are closed. The city has a
boarded-up look, especially with the Chinese clcsing shop.
There is a persistence in buying by the Filipino public, but
the Chinese retailer is “out of business” and for the first
time the Nepa point is driven home—that the middleman
controls food distribution and the Chinese has been the
middlernan.

Most normal offices in the city seem to be the news-
paper offices where the staffs report for cuty, take assign-
ments, exchange heated words over nothing, laugh, argue
about type, hang on the phones for news that would justify
an_extra.

11:40 AM. While the Escolta is absolutely quiet,
with Heacock’s open to the public and the clerking force
on duty, Dasmarifias was already a street of madness.
Twenty minutes ago, the civilian looters, Filipinos to the
last man, broke down the doors of Hong Kua Trading
company. Other doors had already been battered through
with imprevised rams and others were being attacked.

Wher iron doors spread across the front of the stores,
the looters reach through, smashing ‘windows, getting
articles our of the show windows.

In Plaza Sta. Cruz, the Chinese stores are rapidly be-
coming wreckage, with some civilians watching the piles
of loot and others dragging forth more. Most of the loot-
ers are people who were given items freely in the port
avea this morning.

Advance Guard At Paranaque Treat Civilian Well

The advance guard of the Japanese forces in the south
arrived peacefully and quictly in Parafiaque carly this
morning. Most of the advance occupation unit stayed on
the south side of the Parafiaque bridge, with a small part
ol about a dozen, including an elderly high officer and a
licutenant, -taking a position on the north side.

Speaking through an interpreter, the commanding of-
ficer declared: “We don’t propose to interfere with civilian
activities nor molest individuals unless they commit un-
toward acts against us. Those creating disorder will be
dealt with as individual cases.”

The Jzpanese consul general and a few members of
his staff contacted the Japanese advance guard in Parafia-
que. Their presence was evidently in connection with pre-
liminary negotiations between the occupying forces and
government officials on the administration of the open city
of Manila
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MESSAGE

We pause once more to pay homage fo our comrades
who paid the supreme sacrifice in our common underground
struggles against the Japanese invaders.

To us who were lucky to survive the brutal punishments
of the ruthless enemy, the memorv of our comrades' unflinch-
ing courage, patriotism and devotion to the cause of de-
mocracy for which they suffered and gladly gave their lives,
remains impressed in our minds.

Lest the rest of free-loving mankind forget their sacrifices,
let us the living, continue the boads which bind us fogether.
Let us strive to help their widows and their orphans. Let us
forever enshrine them in our hearts as frue national heroes
and as martyrs to the cause of freedom.

ANTONIC QUIRINO
President
Philippine Ex-Political Prisoners' Association

Monila, November 15, 1949

Judge Antonio Qui
tion.  Judge Quiri

of tke Philippine ex-Political Prisoners’ As-
al of the C ion of Fi-

o Veterans (CON : . .
1 Newspapermen, accompanied by photographers, halted

a few yards from the Japanese unit patrolling the north
side of Parafaque bridge. They were signalled to ad-
vance by the officers, as a result of which the newsmen

; alighted and marched forward. Although they were armed
Comp llments with revolvers and guns, they talked amicably to the news-
men.

Asked whether they could pose for a photograph, a
Japanese officer, through an interpreter, suggested that
of no pictures be taken for the time being.

The soldiers casually searched pedestrians and then
allowed them to pass on, towards or from the other side
of the bridge. Everyone was absolutely unmolested. Even
trucks, cars and rigs kept coming to Manila from the occu-

OVERSEAS COMMERCE pied towns beyond. They were loaded with people whe
passed the forces unmolested.
CORPORATION

The main force was not expected to come through
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“ANOTHER
LACTOGEN
BABY"

always
smilin

LACTOGEN babies always smile
—they’re always happy. That’s
because LACTOGEN is a com-
plete baby food so easily digested.
LACTOGEN contains pure, fresh,
full-cream milk and conforms in
breast milk. Keep your baby
every important particular with
always smiling by always feeding
him LACTOGEN.

N 'S

PRODUCT

(rom the south until some time this afternoon.

Japanese internees in the camps along Taft Avenue
on to Pasay crowded in the (ront yards awaiting the occu-
pation army. They wore Japanese flags on their arm
bands.

Mayor of Greater Manila Drastic-Aguinst Looting

The Japanese occupation advance units, as per ar-
rangements with the Commonwealth Government through
Mayor Jorge B. Vargas of Greater Manila, established their
temporary headquarters at the school building and the mu-
nicipal edifice at Paranaque.

The occupation troops would remain in their headquar-
ters and would not enter Manila until the commanding gen-
eral of the Japanese army reached Paranaque and decided
or determined how and when the occupation troops will
enter the city. Mayor Vargas anticipated that the occu-
pation of Manila would be peaceful and orderly.

“Our chief concern now,” Mayor Vargas explained, “is
how to preserve peace and order in Manila especially since
looting, which arose from free distribution of goods made
by some establishments, has become serious.” Mayor Var-
gas had to give drastic orders to the metropolitan police
to stop the looters.

Vargas also said: “I want to advise every resident ol
Greater Manila to go to their respective work and do their
normal occupations, or stay in their homes so that the troop
of occupation can enter peacefully and no harm done te
the citizens. Looting will be severely dealt with. TLooting
will not only harm the looters but other people, as the
troops may handle the situation themselves and therve is
nobody to blame but the looters themselves.”

Oceupation Units Treat City Very Well

An unofficial statement from an official source indi-
cated at 9:30 o’clock this morning that the Japanese would
leave but 2 small force in Manila, the main body moving
northward. Indication was also given that the Japanese
would not be stationed in homes in Manila and that the
city would be treated “very well.”

Secretary Vargas, acting head of the government at
present, conferred with Japanese army officials regard-
ing the formal entry into Manila and conditions under
which the occupation of the city would be made.

The Japanese forces from the south entered the open
city area carly this morning. The chief of police of Para-
naque reported that a force of Japanese arrived there at
around 7:30 a.m. and was apparently resting and awaiting
orders.

The Jupanese had apparently marched all night as re-
ports late last night were that they had entered Munting-
lupa.

- -
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No word on the progress of the Japanese forces in
the north was available in Manila this morning. Rumors
that their advance troops were in the vizinity of Caloocan
were denied by the Caloocan police.

Telephone reports from Muntinglupa received this
morning said that the troops that passed there on their
way to Manila were courteous to the people they saw on
the road and apparently well-behaved.

The Japanese occupation troops heading to Manila
from the north were somewhere in the outskirts of Balin-
tawak, Rizal, at 12 o’clock noon today, with the advance
patrol unit already at barrio Talipapa of the municipality
ol Caloocan. At the rate the main occupation force was
traveling, it would most likely be in the city before sun-
down.
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Japan Forces Protect Life and Property

Life and property shall be protected. The civilian
population shall be left unmolested. Normal life and busi-
ness shall be restored as rapidly as possible.

Nobody need fear any insecurity at home or anvwhere.

These assurances were given by Hon. Katsumi Nihro,
Japanese Consul General in Manila, when interviewed this
morn‘ng at the ficld headquarters of the advance column
of the Japancse Imperial Army occupation forces in Para-
naque. ’ -

Fxpressing warm friendship for the Filipino people, the
Consul General declared that the Japanese occupation forces
arc themscives friendly fo the population. Pointing out to
the behaviour of the forces now in Paranaque, who were
not interfering in the least with the life and activities of
the people of the community, the Consul-General declared
that the pecple of Manila need fear no trouble under the
occupation régime. .

The small force in Parafiaque was zamped in the Pla-
7a heside the church, with the commanding officers taking
their breakfast at the band-stand in the center. Other of-
ficers had occupied the two houses across the street. Both
the north and south approaches of the bridge near the
church were guarded by soldiers, checking upon traffic
but leaving the people alone. Even on the sidewalks ad-
joining the church plaza, where the soldiers were either
resting or eating, the people were being allowed to stand
around to watch.

. Mr. Nihro dezlared further that any offense against
the Japanese Forces of occupation or disturbing peace and
order would be dealt with individually and he expressed
the hope that the public would respect their authority and
cooperate in the promotion of peace and order.

“We have nothing but the best wishes for the Filipino
people and we trust that they shall understand our true mo-
tives and our attitude. The actions of individuals and
groups shall be considered according to their merits and
our attitude will depend entirely upon their behaviour and
their attitude to us.”

He expressed deep interest in peace and order being
maintained in the city in the meantime and was in closc
touch with Secretary Vargas.

Mr. Kanegae, proprictor of Nippon Bazar cn the Es-
colta, was one of two or three local Japanese, who were

-
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with the offizers of the Japanese forces in Parafiaque.
Sayre’s Office Establishes Contact with Japanese Forces

The following announcement was issued by the High
Commissioner’s office at 10:15 a.m. today:

“Contact with the occupation forces has been estab-
lished. While nothing can be guaranteed, it now appears
that the occupation forces will be relatively small and that
they will not enter the city until this afternoon or early
this evening.

“It is probable that entry will be made only after con-
sultations between the High Commissioner’s office and the
Commonwealth authorities. This indicates that the occu-
pation will be orderly and quiet.

“At this time, it is our best judgment that businesses
should opcn today, and this will be the most reassuring
thing for the publiz. Excessive movement in the streets

should be avoided, but the occupation lorces should be.

presented with the fact of a cily operating quietly and
normally.

“Howecver, the matter of opening will have to be left
{o the best judgment of the individual concerned.”
Vargas Urges Pcople To Carry On Normally

Secretary Vargas, designated as Mayor of Greater
Manila, counselled the residents of the metropolitan area
to proceed normally with their occupations and daily labors
as he expected a disziplined occupation force under of-
ficers, operating in accordance with international law,
would enter Manila.

Mayor Vargas cxpressed the belief that no harm
would be done to city residents if they would conduct
themsclves in accordance with international law.  An army
ol occupation, according to international law governing open
cities, interferes as little as possible with the normal life
of the people alter taking over the government buildings
for its use and commandeering provisions for its officers
and soldiers.

The army of occupation might ask residents to sur-
render thewr firearms. It would also take all the steps nec-
essary for the protection of its soldiers. Soldiers would
be posted m various places as sentries who wou'd enforce
militaiy laws.  Respeet Lor them should be exercised by the
residents of an open city to prevent a clash between mil-
itary and civilian authoritics.

r 1
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Government officials today remained calm and col-
lected in their respective offices ready to receive the oc-
cupation army. The mayors in Quezon City and the neigh-
boring munizipalities of Caloocan, Pasay, San Juan, Pa-
rafiaque, Muntinglupa, and Makati, who had been desig-
nated as assistant mayors, were told by Secretary Vargas
to act according to previous instructions.

The statement of Secretary Vargas follows:

“Under international practices, it is the duty of the
inhabitants of an occupied territory to carry on their or-
dinary peaceful pursuits, to behave in an absolutely peace-
ful manner, to take no part whatsoever in the hostilities
carried on, to refrain from injurious acts towards troops
of the occupant or with respect to their operations and
to render strict obedience to officials of the occupant.”

Security

for the future
can be yours .
Invest in on INSULAR LIFE

policy of savings and
protection.

The INSULAR LIFE ASSURANCE CO., Ltd.

Insular Life Bldg., Plaza Moraga, Manila
Telephone: 2-71-02

The Manila municipal board this morning unanimous-
ly passed a resolution asking the people of Marila not to
commit any provocative acts and to behave in a peaceful
and orderly manner.

Manuel de la Fuente was reelected president of the
board, which simultaneously agreed to unite and abolish
all party lines.

Mayor Juan Nolasco reiterated his appeal to the peo-
ple of Manila to be calm and peaceful and to refrain from
committing hostile acts against the occupation forces.

To The Women

Steady, ladies. This is what you should do: cook,
wash, sew, clean your homes, burn your garbage if it is
not collected, weed your gardens, preserve what food you
can, ration by trimming the meals down to the essentials.
You've probably been doing this most of your life. What's
so hard about doing it now?

Sit tight. Don’t parade around. Don’t stand in the
streets gawking and gossiping. Don’t, of all things, get
hysterical crossing your bridges before you come to them.
Give your children this remembrance 1or the days when
they are grown: that, when the Japanese forces occupied
Manila, their mother was going quietly and serenely about
her duties.

And this is your New Year philosophy: No fears for
the year ahead, only gratitude for all the years behind.
What if you had never been born? There wouldn’t have
been those old school days. There wouldn’t have been
those days of romance. There wouldn’t have been that
puckered baby face pecking out of the swaddling blanket.
Be glad you had that much.

o e Cclebrations of the

of th ! ‘
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SUGAR

BACOLOD-MURCIA MILLING
COMPANY, INC.

CENTRAL AZUCARERA DEL
DANAO

MA-AO SUGAR CENTRAL
COMPANY, INC.

TALISAY-SILAY MILLING
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‘LISSAR’ COMPANIA INCORPO-
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J. AMADO ARANETA & CO.

2nd Floor, Chaco Building
Manila

Tels.: 2-66-51
2-70-95

A Menila paper editorial:

“The assurance given by the Japanese Consul General
and the officers in command of the Japanese army ad-
vance units in Paranaque with reference to civilians and
civilian activities as Manila prepares for occupation should
go a long way towards minimizing the fear and confusion
incident to the city’s change of status.

“We don’t propose,” said the Japanese officer in an in-
terview through an interpreter, “to interfere with civilian
activitics, much less do civilians any harm. Individuals
who may be found to be causing disorder will be dealt
with as individual cases.”

“We are sure that our responsible officials will do
everything possible to effect arrangements to the satisfac-
tion of the ozcupying forces and the relief and safety of
the civilian population.

“It is up to us to render full cooperation with the
Japanese forces and the local authorities, refraining from
any untoward behaviour that can endanger the security
of the community and the orderly functioning of public
services.  Let us observe the rules strictly and not be
found lacking in the basic essentials of behaviour required
by the circumstances.”

Time For Birthday

Miss Amparo S. Cortes, who quietly observed her birth-
day today, January 2, by attending the Mass, received a
number of close friends and relatives who greeted her many
happy returns of the day in her parents’ home on M. Earn-
shaw, Sampaloc. Miss Cortes is a member of the faculty
of the Pasay Elementary School.

Newsies Carry On

Still on the job are the hundreds of barefooted, tat-
tered newsboys who since the beginning of the war three
weeks ago have been “on duty” the clock around. Es-
pecially in the last week have these light footed, raucous
news messengers been the servants of the public.
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OUR UNKNOWN ENVOY—
DIPLOMAT: ELIZALDE

By MOISES T. GUERRERO

Strangely, one of the most popular diplomats in Wash-
ington is comparatively unknown in his own country. Re-
spected by other foreign representatives, intimate with
top Washington officials including President Truman, and
on first-name terms with most Congressional leaders, Phil-
ippine Ambassador Joaquin Miguel Elizalde to many Fili-

pinos is just a successful businessman whose polo team,

which included his brothers, was rated among the best in
the world before the war. They know him to be the mov-
ing spirit behind a business empire rich in historic tradi-
fion and which has branched out to many ventures, includ-
ing shipping and paints.

s, TOPS THEM ALL
IN STYLE, COMFORT,
ECONOMY AND
DURABILITY!
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i MALABON, RiZAL *DAVAO 75 BLUMENTRITT '3

But Elizalde, with the
vast interests which he and
his equally energetic broth-
ers have built, is undoubt- »
edly a better diplomat than o
a businessman. This has e
been proven in his more Ambassador Joaquin Elizalde
than 10 years of representing the Philippine government
in the American capital, a period which covered the Com-
monwealth, including the war years, to the Republic. Ap-
pointed and reappointed by four successive President, he
has set a record in Philippine foreign service which per-
haps no other Filipino has done.

To the average Filipino, Ambassador Elizalde’s work
in Washington is an ordinary task which an ordinary man
can very well accomplish. In the minds of his country-
men, America is committed to help the Philippines because
of the peculiar relationship existing between the two coun-
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tries. Hence, to their way of thinking, our envoy simply
has to remind American leaders of such a relationship and
that commitment and presto, aid would come. Nothing is
farther from the truth and Ambassador Elizalde, for every
little thing we want, has to fight for it with all the strat-
egy, energy and tact at his command.

Typical of the many many fights he has undertaken
in Washinaton was the introduction of the Cavalcante meas-
ure which has drawn interest from every Filipino ex-
nolitical prisoner. As will be recalled, the Philippine Ex-
Political Prisoners’ Association early this year sent a mis-
sion to Washington to work for benefits similar to those
accorded American internees in the Philippines. The mis-
sion arrived in the U.S. capital at a time when more
pressing problems, both international and domestic, were
confronting Congress. It sought the help of Ambassador
Elizalde who was then busy with other measures affect-
ing the Philippines. Despite this fact, the Filipino envoy
very well used his influence to divert American Con-
gressional attention to this comparatively unimportant bill.
Recalling the hardships he encountered in having a Con-
gressman sponsor the bill, he wrote to the head of the
mission

“You are cognizant, I believe, of the difficulties con-
fronting the Embassy in securing favorable legislation
from the Congress of the United States. You went through
a trying experience before we could convince a member of
Congress to introduce a bill designed to amend the War

Hidalgo Lim,

in dark terno, wife of one of the outstanding heroes

tance, is scem here weeping while attending the National Heroe's

s at Fort Santiago on November 30, 1947.
Cafmen de Luna, president of the Centro Escolar University.

mQ

FUNITY
For Ambitious
Students!

“Knowledge Gained is Wealth Acquired”

Enroll Now

COURSES OFFERED:

VOCATIONAL DEPT. & ACADEMIC & TECH.
HIGH SCHOOL

® Refrigeration and o Electricity

Air-Conditioning ® Automotive
o Radio Technician Diesel
o Sound Technician & o nesel

Movie Projection o Welding
o Radio Operator ® Machine Shop
o Radio Mechanic Practice

Secretarial Courses
AUDIO-VISUAL AID
(A Special Feature of Instruction)

of TECHNOLOGY

426 Bermuda cor. 815 Ongpin. Sta. Cruz, Manila
In front of United Theatre

MHOH—~H N2~ 2

Enjoy the traditional Elizalde service...
. via
TSS “MAYON” —Sails for Iloilo and Pulupandan—
every Sunday, at 8:30 a.m.

MS “BOWLINE KNOT”—Sails for Cebu, Maribojoc,
Zamboanga, Cotabato and Davao
—every fortnight.

—Sails for Cebu and Cagayan de
Misamis—every Thursday.

—Sails for Iloilo and Estancia—
every Tuesday.

Sails for Pul: d: y Tues-
day.

—Sails for -Legaspi, Tabaco and Vi-
rac—every Tuesday.

—Sails for Iloilo and Estancia—
every Thursday.

—Sails for Pulupandan and Santa
Fe—every Thursday.

MS “SORSOGON"—Sails for Bulan, Legaspi and Nato
—every Saturday.

MS “BISAYAS”
MS “VIZCAYA”

MS “LANAO”

MS “VENUS”
MS “BAZTAN”

MS “ELCANO”

For freight and passage apply to:

MANILA STEAMSHIP CO. INC.
Elizalde & Co. Inc., General Managers
Elizalde Bldg.
Muelle de la Industria

Tel. 2-69-31

At her right is Miss

-




Page 20

THE MANILA GUARDIAN

November 30

Claims Act of 1948 so that its beneficial provisions may
include the Filipino political prisoners of war. You have
seen that without friendship with Congressional leaders,
even that would have been hard to get. That we suc-
ceeded in introducing a bill is a great achicvement for which
you can justly be proud. Nevertheless, it also marks the
beginning of a far greater struggle to have the measure
enacted into law.”

To think that this smail measure is but a drop in the
mass of windfalls which the Philippines has been asking
from the United States is to know the heavy burden which
our representative in Washington is shouldering.

Getting Congressional interest in the enactment of
favorable legislation is just a part of the Ambassador’s job.

Compliments of :
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Most important of all is of course seeing to it that the
Philippines continue to be the apple of the American ad-
ministration’s eyes. This is no easy work, taking into ac-
count America’s commitments to other countries. But
Ambassador Elizalde has been doing creditably well along
this line. President Truman has nothing but praise and
admiration for the Filipino envoy and it is said the latter
is one of the most frequent visitors at the White House
among Washington diplomatic circles.

Visiting Filipinos in Washington. be they public of-
ficials or mere private citizens, com~ h~ck with high praise
for their representative. When Congressmen Magsaysay
and Cinco went to lobby for the enactment of the Rogers
Bill extending educational benefits to Filipino veterans,
they readily admitted that without the influence of Mr.
Elizalde, their mission would have been a failure. Many
a stranded Filipino in the United States has obtained help,
financial and otherwise, fromAthe Filipino envoy.

As dean and premier among Philippine diplomatic
representatives abroad, he has been nicked out to repre-
sent the country in international conclaves held in other
countries. In such mission he has ponc to London, Paris,
Geneva and other parts of the world, earning credit and
honor for his country. His mild and gentlemanly man-
ners, his complete grasp of international affairs, his cnergy
and diligence as well as his willingness to undertake the
hardest jobs are his greatest assets in his work.

(Continued on page 78)
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THE LAST DAYS

IN BATAAN

By LEON MA. GUERRERO

ORREGIDOR STILL STANDS,” cried the Voice of

Freedom bravely at the end of its news broadcast
every night. But the words had a hollow and ironic ring.
That was indecd all that the Rock could do now, stand and
take its beating, stripped, scarred, pounded mniercilessly
from every side, as lonely as a punch-diunk boxer,
crouched dumbly in a corner, staying up by pure inertia,
going through defensive motions automatically, waiting
for the miracle of the bell or the final veliel of oblivion.

The fall of Bataan had sealed the fate of the forts at
the mouth of Manila bay. The group of fortified islands
had been designed to rest on the friendly shores of the
bay—~Cavite with its small naval base on the left, and on

vite, its naval installations razed and set ablaze in one
disastrous air-raid, had been abandoned during the pre-
cipitate retreat land stand. Formidably equipped to repel
any attack rom the sea, the forts were now caught help-
lessly between the jaws ol Manila bay.

Once definite words had been received from the Amer-
ican high command, refusing the wholesale surrender of
all the United States Forces in the Philippines upon the
fall of Bataan, tho Japanese renewed their attacks on
Corregidor with redoubled fury. Powerful batteries were
emplaced in Bataan, directed by an observation balloon
so high as to be invisible to the naked eye and beyond the
reach of anti-aireraft five. Artillery positions were also
established in Cavite to close the deadly circle of five.

the right the mountainous peninsula of Bataan. But Ca- At the same time incessant air-raids placed a ceiling
—— B q
Compliments _
Compliments
of of
THE BACHRACH Farmacia UI‘iBlltﬂl
MOTOR CO., INC. WHOLESALE & RETALL
DRUGGISTS
Exclusive Distributors of
NASH Cars & Trucks
ENGLISH AUSTIN Cars —————
WHITE and FEDERAL Trucks
— o 234-240 ROSARIO ST., MANILA, P. 1.
TEL. No. 2-64-84
Port Area P. O. Box 420 Manila
L. J




Page 22

THE MANILA GUARDIAN

November 30, 1949

of familiar terror cver the fortified islands. The anti-
aireraft batteries were pounded alternately by shell and
bomb. The inescapable dilemma which worked the doom
of the Bataan artillery was imposed in turn on Corregidor;
to fire and give away position or to cease fire and remain
incffective.

The unequal duel could not last long. One by one
the coastal guns and the anti-aircraft batteries fell silent
while the huge naval pieces, whose cunningly concealed
muzzles covered every inch of sea approach and whose
plotted fire could have blasted an enemy armada from
below the horizon, were rooted in immovable cement,
doomed by a fatal irony to face forever an empty sea.

Under the constant beating, the face of Corregidor
grew scarred and ugly. The spacious barracks and clubs
and bungalows smashed and burnt dewn during the first
days of the war, were now further triturated. The post-
exchanges had long before been bombed and looted. The

air-conditioned movies were shut down tight. The spacious.

warehouses along the water-front were rubble and ashes.
The pleasant lawns and groves were scorched, gaunt and
leafless, covered with the chocolate dust of countless ex-
plosions, pitted with shell-holes and excavations. The
very rozks were raw with repeated blasts.

11

AS THE DAYS passed by in thunder, even the ele-
mentary comforts became increasingly difficult. The pow-
er lines were repeatedly broken and then an auxiliary
engine in the main Malinta tunnel had t¢ make up, sput-

tering and coughing asthmatically, trembling under its
heavy load. The lights flickered or else went out entire-
ly, plunging the underground chambers into oppressive
darkness. Water was rationed; the faucets went dry at
certain periods and always during an air-raid. The quar-
termaster began to grow miserly even with food. The
garrison was allowed only two meals per day although
the officers’ mess cut down dinner enough to allow a light
luncheon. So soon and so easily had the heart-breaking
lessons of Bataan been forgotten!

Once again food was to be saved and hoarded and
stored and kept under lock and key—in expectation of pro-
longed resistance. Not until hundreds of enlisted men in
Malinta tunnel were poisoned by a rotten meal did head-
quarters issue orders that used food should not be re-
cooked and re-served in the name of thrift. And while
the garrison endured these privations, the storage tunnels
were crammed with zases of milk, fruits, vegetables, iron
rations—as the Japanese would discover to their profit
and delight on a not-teo-distant day.

Little wonder that the most decisive casualty of the
preliminary bombardment was morale. Lieutenant-Gen-
eral Wainwright might sign inspiring proclamations pre-
pared by his press relations officers, urging the men under
his command to “think and act and fight as one great
team.” This excellent advice was lost in the deep fissures
that cracked open under the strain of the seige. Hidden
conflicts rosc to the surface; half-forgotten resentments
were revived and intensified.
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THE BATTERY crews began to mock and curse the
well-groomed officers and men who, through no fault of
their own, enjoyed the inestimable privilege of doing their
duty inside Malinta tunnel. Subordinates began to enter-
tain unjustified suspizions as to the courage of superiors
who, in strict accordance with military ritual, could com-
mand their inferiors to expose themselves while they them-
selves remained under shelter. Citations, medals, decora-
tions, silver stars and purple hearts were scattered gen-
erously. But this largess could hardly digsuise the in-
herent aristocracy of the army, which became ever more
hateful in the distorted light of the evening of defeat.

Another, more unexpected, division was that which
set apart the refugees from Bataan. . These men whether
Filipinos or Americans, weve frankly tired of war. Gaunt,
unshaven, dirty, wrapped in a sullen despair, they squatted
silently on the tunnel curb by day. By night they stretched
out on their scraps of blanket or on the bare cement, across
the path of trucks and cars. They cluttered up the neat
tunnels with their heterogeneous possessions with the
garbage and wreckage of war.

Yet it was impossible to clear them out for they had
a certain tired stubbornness that defied command or insult.
And it was a sinister and insidious disease that daily in-
fected and drew closer to them the garrison of Corregidor.

There were frantic efforts to discipline them or ab-
sorb them into existing organizations; they were com-
manded to register, apply, report; they obeyed slowly, with

infinite reluctance, and in the end it seemed that nothing
could be done, that nothing had changed. The ghostly rab-
ble would drift back into the tunnels at night, to haunt the
patriotic allocutions of the high command with the dread
reality of their defeat.

v

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL Wainwright might indeed
boast to the world that Corregidor “can and shall be held.”
But the growing demoralization ate away the substance of
the words. Only the hope of victory can make endurable
the horrible sufferings of war, and in Corregidor there
was no hope of victory. There was no future paradise
to soften the rigors of the present; for Corregidor there
was no future but defeat, no reality but the uncertain

" present.

Reality was a brief cigarette in the dark, a frenzied
kiss and embrace beyond the end of the road, a plateful
of beans and a slice of canned pineapple, a throw of the
dice, the turn of a card.

Above all, reality was a bloody carcass carried on a
swaying khaki stretcher along the cavernous gloom of Ma-
linta tunnel, past the staring crowds suddenly grown
hushed, past the varnished tables of the officers’ mess
where the colonels and the pretty nurses kept their eyes
uneasily and gustily on the cards on their hands, and then
into the hospital lateral, past the barber-shop and the
chaplain’s library, finally to be laid on the white surgical
tables to squirm and groan and scream and mutter half-
remembered prayers and half-forgotten names, amid tinkle

1
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of instruments and the rush of water, and then perchance
to sink heavily into drugged and exhausted sleep on the
double-decked beds that filled every foot of the tunnel, or
else to be carried once mor¢, the empty face covered mer-
cifully with a blanket, back to the entrance of the lateral,
to wait behind a screen for the covered truck to come and
take it away in the morning.

Every day it seemed that the line of stretchers grew
longer. The tunnel was filled with the whine and the
clatter, the eerie bluishwhite light of blow-torches welding
steel-beds into double-deckers; the narrow hospital corri-
dors were crammed with the wounded, the sick, and the
dying; the convalescent were hurried out to make room
for fresh casualties as the doctors made their rounds with
an increasingly artificial joviality.

Nurses snapped at one another, at the male attendants,
at the patients, as the intolerable strain continued. An of-
ficial order commanded all the civilian women refugees

on the island to lend a hand; and the gossips, the flirts,”

the Navy wives and the Army daughters, pleasant novels,
their compacts, and their cigarette cases, to carry soup-
trays or administer baths and rubdowns with their mani-
cured hands. And every day when the red light in front
of the Harbor Defense Headquarters went out and the air-
raid was over, the grimy unwashed bodies would come in
on their stained stretchers, carried on a wave of silence
and spreading fear.
v

UNDER the deeping shadow of death, life in Corregi-

dor took on a faster, more intense tempo. The smallest
and most simple pleasures became sought after and treas-
ured as they became increasingly more rarve and dangerous
—an interrupted cigarette, a cold shower, a stolen biscuit,
a good night’s sleep in the open air.

There was a heightened feeling that life was to be
lived from day to day, without illusions of an ultimate
victory or heroic enshrinement. Many sought forgetful-
ness in gambling. There was no other way to spend the
accumulated pay that bulged in their pockets and they
rattled the dice or played endless bridge, rummy, and
poker.

Jam session attracted great crowds which gathered
in the dark and hummed softly or tapped feet to the nos-
talgic swing of a wheening organ, a haunting guitar, or
a low-moaning trombone. Sometimes a nurse and her
boy-friend of the evening would melt into a dance under
the disapproving eyes of the onlookers which would grow
soft and thoughtful, while other couples would steal out
into the perilous night, to lie on the harsh dry grass that
was softened by the dew.

Out there a man might indeed forget, gulping down
sweetened hospital alcohol, listening to the thin and deli-
cate melody of a Filipino kundiman, or a muffled laugh—
surrendering Mind with all its fears and premonitions to
the warm embrace of Flesh.

Still others sought the consolations of religion and
the symbols of another world, a better world of sweet and
eternal peace. The Catholics gathered at dawn in the of-
ficgrs’ mess of Malinta tunnel, where one of the tables was
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converted into a simple altar, and, kneeling on the bare
cement, under the high white-washed vault, they listened
devoutly and a little desperately to the same hushed sacra-
mental phrases that had been whispered in the catacombs.
But when at the Gospel the priest reminded the faithfui
that no Catholiz to die (for was not death the gateway to
eternal life, and did not man save his life only by losing
it), the ancient formulas seemed suddenly to have a ring
of rhetoric.

The gaunt and haunted men, and the women with
averted eyes, who listened to the brave assurances of faith.
fought with a wild untamable instinct within their breasts,
which drowned the misty beauty of the godly promise with
the primitive human will to live a few more weeks, a few
more days, as long as possible, no matfter how cruel or
sinful in passing this vale of tears, this battered rock,
this crumbling fortress, this lonely target of all the fury
of earth and sky. Sweet indeed might be the vision and
the promise of eternal life, but sweeter still was the life
of this earth to those who were about to leave it; sweeter
than all the ghostly joys of paradise, the near familiar
pleasures of the senses—air in the lungs, color in the eyes,
softness and warmth to the touch, sound in the ears, though
it might be only the awful wailing of the hells sounding
the last days of Corregidor. ,

VI

THUS in the thickening dusk of defeat Faith was si-
(Continued on page 78)
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LETTER TO A WAR WIDOW

By YAY AGUSTIN

1 think of you, Lyd. None knows better than I what
vou have lost, nor do 1 say there are many like you, for it
is not so. Other women have lost their homes, but it was
not 442 M. H. del Pilar where, in a golden haze of literature
and with you and your husband brought to haven many a
struggling—and straggling—writer. Other women have
lost their husbands, but it was not Manuel, who cherished
vou for your flaws as well as your perfections and likened
his wife to “a morning when papayas are in bloom.”" Other
women have lost their friends, but none were A. E. Li-
tiatco who could scratch back in a friendly literary feud
that never lost its spice.

1t was too near perfect, Lyd. However many or heavy

1
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the blessings you lay upon the scales, you have lost some-
thing you may substitute but never regain. Now you are
just a mortal again, and the world you had was an illu-
sion or a delusion or a touch of heaven this side of hell,
and this the gods gave you so that you could know what
lies beyond the world’s rim, what awaits in the stars, where
the eternitics are—not what they are, but where they are!
and by this shall we know how passing even is eternity.
You are left behind in a. world only too real. It is
the world of millions, Lyd—all they’ve ever had, all they
will ever have. Consider the tragedy! What you lost they
will not even have some day! See them grubbing without
making an art of their striving; see them defeated by their
own limitations; see them hardly animate, while life passes
by. Some will live a hundred years, and not their hun-
dred years can equal the ten you had with Manuel. Pity
them for what they are not and for what they can never
have. Your suffering will change, as it is changing. You
will suffer not for yourself, nor for Manuel. You will suf-
fer, for mankind because it is not in your power to give
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them what God gave only you.

Manuel, your husband, needs nobody’s tears. Whoever
«ried weakly because Jose Rizal faced the firing squad?

You followed his trail to the edge of the pit where he
bent his neck only once in his long, proud fight. He bent
it to the executioner’s sword. For nothing less than that
did he ever bend his head. Truly he did you proud.

What did he tell the enemy at his farce courtmartial?
Standing tall, speaking slowly, he told them the meaning
of democracy in such beautiful words that he touched their
rawest spot and they knew what he said was true. And
they knew that he must die, that it was their Co-Prosper-
ity duty to kill him. Manuel had a choice, Lyd. He could
have lived, had he loved not. honor more. They asked
him to define democzracy. When he finished defining it,
the enemy knew then what Manuel knew befove he opened
his mouth—that he must die.

In the prime of young manhood, in the full ripe

promise of his literary career, the best short-story writer

in the Philippines died. Yet the spirit of him stays with
vou and with us he has left behind.

No tears for Rizal. No tears for Manuel.

And no pity for you, Lyd.

Yet.when I came upon this, I thought of you. What
do you make of it? It runs: “Members of a unit must
have devoted their entire efforts, while in the unit, to mili-
tary activity in the field, to the exclusion of normal civilian
pursuits and family obligations. Persons whe lived at
home, supporting vheir families by means of farming or
other civilian pursuits and who assisted guerrilla units on

“cipline and continuity of activity.

a part-time basis are not considered as guerrillas entitled
to recognition and pay.”

Tyd, I don’t get it.

Yours was the reasonable word, the judicious head,
the gentle hand among us. More, you are a war widow
and thus qualified by grief, pride, destitution and spiritual
compensation to tell me where I am wrong or if T am right.
Most of all, you are a very great person; great enough to
seek the truth and speak it, especially to me, so often the
beneficiary of your frankness.

That paragraph quoted above is Point 5 of an untitled
set of rules to guide AFWESPAC personnel in their inves-
tigation of guerrilla organizations in process of recognition.
The first four poin's deal with activity, organization, dis-
They are all fine points.
No gucrrilla outfit need fret hecause of them, unless they
were “paper armies” with more zolonels than corporals who
spent much of their time doing exactly what an army has
no business doing.

It's that Point 5, Lyd. Short of the Japanese occu-
pation itself, T can’t see anything more unjust than that.
Unjust and petty.

Read it again.  I'll wait.

Now, just why is it that recognition and pay go nand
in hand? Recognition is one thing. Pay is another. I
have muddled around in my head and fished in the files to
trace the history of this messy backpay business. We
were still in the hills when a radio broadcast from Leyte
said something about double compensation for USAFFE
men who had joined the guerrillas. There was something
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about a hundred pesos a month for enlisted men.

You looked at me and I looked at you. It meant
nothing to us because. for one thing, we were too damn
busy to be bothered. But with an eye apiece we did check
over the men in sight to see what it meant. Some were
_restive, taut, poised for the Liberation and their vengeful
share in it. Others, worn out by the unending fight of
three long years, were too sick and tired to care except
enviously to wish they might rezover in time to fight. Oh,
they were pleased ecnough! Compensation is a good word.
Tt has possibilities of all manner of compensations. But
if vou ask me,.it meant little more to them than the awaited
word from the highest authorities that the guerrillas had
been right all along. America would come back. Amer-
ica was back.

That seems to be how backpay started. Somebody ar-
rived on a tidal wave of victory and, without asking ques-
tions, made a raft of promises. Nobody that I recall asked
America for backpay.
the multitude for loans; but there was nothing from within
the Philippines pressing the Common—country still un-
liberated, was occupied with fighting or hiding from the
enemy.

Canie the Liberation. People were then occupied with
picking up the pieces—relatives, friends, themselves—sur-
prised it zould be done. The backpay talk was beginning,
but it wasn’t a roar.

The guerrillas swept along with the army of occupa-
tion. A lot who weren’t guerrillas fastened themselves

A ot of people needed help, and’

to the same army. The U.S. Army said something about
recognition, and astute guerrilla leaders, told that it meant
the same care and compensation due a GI and knowing
their fighters were both deserving and terribly in need,
accepted recognition, well knowing it implied immediate
shipment to Japan on the first invasion out.

What more could America ask, Lyd? For three years
of anguish, the Filipinos didl what even America in all her
power and glory could not do: They kept the Stars and
Stripes flying behind fairly provided for, they were lining
up for the invasion of the Japanese mainland. You'd
think our people had done e¢nough, having done for Amer-
ica what America could not do.

Janan collansed. There was no longer need for pa-
triotic fervor. The authorities settled down to business.

And ead! What a headache somebody had given
somebody! Tn the first place, it was discovered that a
whole conntry had been loyal and at least a million, of the
18 million. active indeed. Ih the second place, many a
Fero had given his life before the Liberation.

Now, as I understand it, there is a rough estimate
that in Luzon alone there may be as many as 500,000 guer-
rillas to be recognized. Certain American wits want to
know why that many could not have won the war. Well,
if the Japanese had been such a push-over, how come it
took the Allies, including the wits, three years to make a
comeback? Half of the guerrilla endeavor was not merely
a life for a life but also keep the Philippines crammed
with occupation troops to hold them back from Australia.

Praiseworthy is to remember past heroes by
religious and civic ceremonies, but; let us be
heroes now, before others remember us cursing
our name for too much day dreaming and idle
talk.
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The Japanese themselves admitted that nowhere in
their Co-Prosperity Sphere were they having the vexation
the Filipinos gave them. You yourself, Lyd, who for the
first two vears ran the gamut of risk in Manila said that
where in the beginning the Japanese hated the Americans
and made friendly overtures to the Filipinos at the prison
camps. within a year they hated the Filipinos far more
than the Americans. And we found that out in the last
vear. Our little country had been more effective than
the Japanese could bear. Long before the U.S. Army came
along to “recognize” the guerrillas, the Japanese had
recognized them. Too many Japanese were being kept oc-
cupied in their own occupiced territory. Many a Filipino
died of torture, in an agony far more exquisite than a bullet
between the eves in the middle of a thought.

As I understand it again, the authorities have no in-
tention of comwensating the widows of such heroes. A
guerrilla who died in a zoming, his thighs and calves ripped

out by the enemy’s dogs, hung head down over coals and’

his brains baked, strung up in the butterfly-swing and
beaten to death, ruptured by the water cure and broken
by blows from rifle butts, burned to death with cotton
tufts soaked in gasoline and scattered over his body and
ignited one by one, starved in dungeons, cut to pieces in
sabre practice—a guerrilla who died like this, flying the
American and Philippine flags in his heart, hero after
hero taking his underground secrets with him to the
grave... widows of these need expect nothing, for their
husbands are considered by AFWESPAC unworthy of
recognition.

ccmbling remuneration.

Lyd, you are one of the war widows excluded by
Point 5.

T know you don’t care. Whatever you gave and what-
ever you lost in those perilous three years had no strings
attached to them. You gave freely, from a full heart,
from a holy heart. No pension could ever repay you your
Tosses or pay in full all you deserve. You yourself, as a
iiving guerrilla, would forego your own backpay. I do
not know the details. All T know is that what you eat and
what you wear now are your own sweat from day to day
And still it is not pension or backpay alone from which
vou are excluded, but recoonition of Manuel, your husband,
as one of the most proudly tragic figures of this war.

Once again, you would probably forego anything re-
For all of you, the whole United
States Treasury conld turn to water and flow seawards. Is
the armv mentality only capable of evaluating worth in
terms of dollars and zents? A man costs so many dollars,
his widow so many cents?

I think what I'm driving at, Lyd, is that somewhere
among the authorities is some mental bungling. They con-
fuse recognition with pay. A long time ago, promises un-
solicited and unexpected were mad. A stripped people
began to dream little dreams—this man would buy a farm,
that woman would set up a store, a boy or girl would go
to school. And so when the U.S. Army specified that all
who could prove lovalty and resistance to the enemy could
expect their rightful desires, lo and behold! the U.S. Army
did not know how many, how many, had not only suffered

. (Continued on page 78)
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Prominent among  those whe
were interned at Fort Santiago
during the Japanese occupation
arc, left to right: Roy C. Bennett.
pre-war editor of the MANILA
DAILY BULLETIN: George
Bonnet, official of the French
legation in  Manila; Augusto
Vabre of the Ceramics  Indus-
tries; R. McCullough-Dick. editer
and publisher of the PHILIP-
PINES FREE PRESS: and Beni-
to  Pabon. This picture was
taken sometime in 1943 by a
Japanese Kempei-Tai and smug-
gled out of Fort Santiago by Mr.
Bonnet.
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DR. HAWTHORNE DARBY

By NARCISO RAMOS
(Philippine Minister to Argentina)

Dr. Hawthorne Darby was one of the countless victims
of Japanese brutality in the Philippines. She was a martyr
to the cause of freedom and democracy. In the torture
chambers of Fort Santiago, the enemy could not break her
spirit. She was executed because she remained faithful
to her Christian principles, Joyal to her American ideals
and true to her Filipino friends.

This Indiana-born American woman came to the Phil-
ippines in the 30’s as a missionary doctor. Her purpose
was not personal aggrandizement or material profit but
unselfish service to a far-away people struggling for na-
tionhood under America’s benevolent guidance.

She helped lay the foundation of the Cosmopolitan
Church of Manila.
Johnston Hospital, she continued the wonderful work of
her predecessor, Dr. Rebecca Parish, among the poor wom-
en and children of Tondo. Later in the Emmanuel Hos-
pital and in her own private clinic in this city, she was a
source of comfort and relief to many who were either
spiritually or physically sick, or both. Quietly and ear-
nestly she worked to win people to God. Patiently and skill-
fully she lebored to cure their physical ills. She won the
love and confidence of a great number of Filipinos because
she consecrated her life to their wellbeing. This good and
virtuous woman took a sincere interest in many a Filipino
family, rejoicing with them in their success and joining
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them as well in their sorrows and afflictions. She had
always a helping hand for everyone. Her life was char-
acterized by absolute surrender to the will of God. She
believed in, and practiced absolute unselfishness, absolute
purity, absolute honesty and absolute love.

Her arrest by the Japanese Military Police in the
carly part of 1944 was a shock to her host of friends. But
with Christian faith and fortitude, she bore bravely the
cruel and inhuman treatment which was the common lot
of suspects in Japanese hands. In prison, she was un-
selfish and uncomplaining. She comforted her cell-mates
by saying: “We are here to take the places of those who
have done more and would suffer more if they were
brought here.”

In those frightful days when almost any hour one might
be taken by the Japanese Military Police, the example of
Dr. Darby merely stiffened our determination to resist
the enemy. The Japanese had the Filipinos completely
under their power but they could not subdue their souls
because their spirit, as unyielding as Dr. Darby’s, cried for
freedom. The bonds of love and friendship which had
bound Americans and Filipinos together have been
strengthened because of our common sacrifices and hard-
ships in our joint struggle for redemption. Our loyal and
affectionate regard for Ameriza will remain unchanged
or ages because of the Darbys, the Staggs, the Wilks and
a host of other God-inspired Americans who not only en-
riched our lives by teaching us the beauty of fellowship
with Christ but also stood with us and by us during our
darkest hour. We Filipinos should enshrine them forever

in our hearts.
f ]
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THREE LIVES TRIUMPHANT

By YANG SEPENG

HAVE missed my favorite pastor at the Cosmopolitan

Student Church of Manila—Mrs. Mary Boyd Stagg—
who, through her life more than her Sunday sermons,
had brought unbelievers by the thousands to the feet of
the Master. So have other church-goers by the hundreds.
They certainly would not hear or see her again, not until
the day “When The Roll Is Called Up Yonder.”

Mrs. Stagg, or ‘“Mother Stagg” as every one used to
call her, Dr. Hawthorne Darby and Miss Helen Wilk, the
last two being former director and manager, respectively,
of the Emmanuel Cooperative Hospital, have paid a great
price with their lives for their unswerving and unselfish
devotion to the Filipino people during the enemy occupa-
tion. Yet their supreme sacrifice is hardly known outside
of the members of the Cosmopolitan Student Church. For
that matter, there is no one today who is working for the
official recognition and reward of their services in the
resistance movement. Knowing Mother Stagg, Dr. Dar-

by and Miss Wilk as 1 do, I am absolutely sure, how-
ever, that if they were alive today, they would not even
like their work mentioned much less demand compen-
sation for their services.

P
They Choose to Stay
W AR was alrcady a certainiy as the ycar 1941 dvew

* to a close and many Americans, afraid to be caught in

the Philippines which was sure to be a battleground, hur-
ried home in any available means of transportation. There
were, however, many who considered their business and
personal interests ir this country too valuable to be aban-
doned so that they decided to remain come what may. Not
a few held the belief that American might would be able
to repel any attack on U.S. defenses in the Philippines,
hence they disregarded the warnings of the times, only to
find themsclves at the mercy of the Japanese conquerors
barely three weeks after the treachery on Pearl Harbor.
But the three women, whose work among the Fili-
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lizinos was a life mission, were not aiarmed at the ap-
proach of war and stoically, if not gladly, faced the
inevitable. For completely ignoring the war the brutali-
ties of which were daily enacted in China and Europe
and continuously reported in the Manila press, these three
heroes and martyrs of the resistance movement did not
regard their stay from the mere love for adventure and
excitement. It was rather a chance in a lifetime for them
to prove to themselves that as missionaries the mere
approach of danger would rot shake their will.

When rumors of war persisted, friends urged Mother
Stagg to go home to the States. But realizing her Chris-
tian stewardship, she refused to leave, saying that her
place was here in the Philippines and that the Filipinos

needed her. .

* *

Mprs. Stagg Becomes Pastor of Cosncopolitan

The war overtook Mother Stagg here; so it did Sam
Boyd, one of her two sons. Lione! Stagg, the other son,
was in America then. So were Mary Stagg and Mar-
garet Ann Stagg, the latter of whom Mother Stagg was
able to send home shortly before the outbreak of the
hostilities.

I met Mother Stagg in 1939 and shortly after I
was converted to Protestantism. The spontaneous friend-
ly fraternity, the harmonious and affectionate church at-
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V. E. DEL ROSARIO
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mosphere that immediately impressed me worked toward
my speedy conversion. The sincerity and honesty seen
by outsiders were only long-range, though unmistakable,
insight into her personal charm. She vossessed a power
in her soul which was not hard to the touch, and scemed
to give way before other physical substances, but slowly
permeated and calmly consumed “with the patience of the
vears,” the hardest granites.

For six months Mrs. Yang, my wife, stayed with her
and she was so charmed that when she left, her respect
and »ffection for Mother Stage grew beyond bounds in-
stead of diminishing which usually happens after a long
assoziation.

Words ave inadequate to describe the tenderness and
affection which characterized the life of Mother Stagg as
a missionary and social worker. She was so unsclfish that
the interest she took upon people, whether in trcuble or
not. was indeed a warm love which one experiences only
with his or her own mother. She was so prepossessing
that her life was I'ke a magnet that drew iron filings to-
wards her. Such qualities accounted for the large number
of converts to the Christian faith for the twelve years of
the Staggs’ ministry in the Philippines prior to the war,
not including the neriod under the Japanese when her work
and those of Dr. Darby and Miss Wilk assumed a different
nature,

(Continued on page 33)
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WAR CLAIMS COMMISSION
HITTING ITS STRIDE

After battling nearly two months with the problems of organ-
ization that generally accompany the formation of a new Govern-
ment agency, the War Claims Commission has finally reached a
point where it is beginning to see light and the scope of {he job
it has undertaken.

Establish of the Ci was authorized July 3, 1948
when the War Claims Act of 1948 (Public Law 896, 80th Congre )
was signed by the President. The Act provided that three persons
be appointed by the President to head up the War Claims Commis-
sion.  On July 28, 1949, President Truman nominated Daniel F.
Cleary, Mrs. Georgia L. Lusk and David N. Lewis. The thrce were
confirmed by the Senate September 13, 1949 and were sworn in as
War Claims Commissioners the following day. Commissioners
Cleary and Lewis are lawyers and Air Force veterans. M
is a former Cong coman from New Mexico.

The Commission’s job of administering the War Claims Act
falls into two categories:

* L. The Aet provides for cash pawments o three classes of claimants and it
is up to the Commission to adjudicate their claims and sec that thew are
paid.  The three el

werican citizens who were caught in the Philippines, Wake, Guam,
Midwan, Aaska or the Aleutians by Japanese forces and became inter-
nees of the enemy; 2. Persons regularly envolled in the armed forees
of the United States who were captured by the encwy in any theatre
of operation and fed improperly during theiv confinement; 3. Religious
organizations in the Philippines that aided American citizens by provid-
ing them witl food, moneu, medicine and other supy

IL Inquiry will he made into all other types of claims which have arixen out

of World War II and not provided jor in the War Claims Act. A report
concerning findings and recommendations will be submitted to the Pres-

s are:

Lusk’

Rep. Anthony Cavalcante
(D-Penn), who authored the
Cavalcante Bill giving bene-
fits to Filipinos impr
during the war for pol
vities.

ident for prexentation to Congress as a gwide for future legislation con-
corning these claims.  Chief among the types of claims to be considered
« Commission arc the following broad categories;

tional benefits for
nefits to American ci
wot come under the Act

persons alveady compensated by the Act: 2. Be-
% who were captured by the enemy and do
. Personal property losses of American citi-
zens arising out of the war: 4. Real Propertn of Amevican citizens.
The War Claims Act of 1948 limits the payment of benefits to
those American citizens who were captured in the Philippines and
other DPacific possessions by the Japanese. The people were not
warned to come back home because State Department officials fear-
ed it might demoralize the Filipinos and other natives who were
. (Continued on page 38)
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Three Lives Triumphant
(Continued from page .3.3)

He That Loseth His Life . . . Shall Find It

The philosophy of complete self-abnegation and the
unshakeable faith in Christ’s promise of finding life after
losing it for His sake, proved to be of tremendous influence
in the social service and underground work of the three
women. As il careless of death, they were absolutely un-
afraid, and almost immediately following the entry of the
enemy troops in Manila, Mother Stagg, Dr. Darby and Miss
Wilk were upon tasks that did not appertain to women of
their training.

Unlike all other Americans, they were never concen-
trated at all, except after their arvest in 1941, Fortunately
or unfortunately, their connection with the Cosmopolitan
Student Cliurch and the Emmanuel Cooperative Hospital

which the Japanese believed correctly as indigenous, ac--

corded them freedom. So their religious and social service
work suffcred no interruption. Their immunity affected
Sam Boyd Stagg and Clara Ruth Darby, a sister of Dr.
Darby who had been a U. P. professor. While others were
panic-striken, moving uneasily from one place to another,
they remained at their posts.

During the first three months of the cccupation, their
underground activities were very meager, consisting mere-
Iy of keeping up morale among the population through as-
suranzes of ultimate victory for the Allied forces, trans-
mitting news broadcasts which they heard over their clan-
destine radios, relaying morale-building information and
the like. Their church work was taking in more of po-
litical propagandizing than “spreading the words of God.”
In fact, they realized their responsibilities as the only rep-
resentatives of Amerjca in the midst of a people that way
in need of strengthening.

From Social Service to Resistance Work

As the Bataan-Corregidor campaign closed and guer-
rilla resistance gathered momentum, their activities ex-
tended to chavitable work. They gave away clothing, med-
icines, foodstuffs and money from out of their own savings,
and however hidden these ministrations were done to re-
turned soldiers from Bataan-or guerrilla operatives and
soldiers themselves, there were some who detected their
anxious cooperation. A Miss Consolacion Abaya, dea-
coness who resided with the Darbys and Wilks at the Em-
manuel Cooperative Hospital, testifies to the underground
work of the missionaries. She says that wounded and
otherwise sick “boys” as Dr. Darby and Miss Wilk used
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to call the guerrillas, had been treated, hospitalized, fed
and the like at the hospital. Even the men employees of
the institution that kept changing often were guerrillas
themselves.

Mother Stagg who lived at the parsonage had con-
tacts with the Straughn guerrillas and the two others and
Miss Abaya with Marking’s Fil-American guerrillas. They
soon solicited contribution from other people and gathered
arms hidden in the City and smuggled same to the guer-
rilla bands.

A story is told by Miss Abaya of a time when the late
Cushing went to the hospital one bright afternoon. He
brought away with him a radio set. In 1943 the coming
in and going out of underground operatives at the hospital
was a daily occurrence. The location of the hospitzal, being
much out of the way, however, was an advantage.

At the Cosmopolitan Mother Stagg was as much in the
risky underground as her two colleagues, if not more. She
kept arms in the premises.
daring activities of the three women, the flickering light
of demozracy was burning oniy at the Emmanuei ilos-
pital and in the church.

x or %
Intensifying Guerruia Activities: Confesor Letter

Such a fervent spirit was contagious and the three
women kept it spreading like particles of yeast. They
won people to the resistance movement and had them con-
tribute to the cause in varying amounts in cash or in kind.
There was one Co Ban Ho, an alien who through the ap-
peals of Mother Stagg gave to the guerrillas 85,000 in
cash. For the act Co paid for his life as did the rest.

Days, wecks and months did not go fleeting by but
dragged on in tedious slackened pace. And suffering un-
der the heels of Japanese tyranny, the Filipinos grew res-
tive. The cruel occupation troops, on the other hand, un-
derstood the meaning and moved to check the upsurge of
patriotism whizh was as evident in Manila as it was in
the provinces although less violent. Daily raids brought
brutalities, and arrests filled Fort Santiago and other pri-
son compounds.

Several times in 1943 the Emmanuel Hospital was
raided and searched, resulting in the arrest of some boys
and punishment of the women. But no amount of punish-
ments and threats discouraged the women who were al-
ready as much a part of the movement as the guerrillas
and leaders ambushing the enemy on the highways or
sniping at them in their garrisons and posts. Their de-
fiance was a constant display of valor. They played with
fire, no less. And their intensifying activities were mani-
fested in the mounting contributions they collected and
passed on to the lorces of different guerrilla bands. They
soon had contacts with the Ilocos, Visayas and probably
Mindanao. Even copies of the famous and classic Confe-
sor letter had been reproduced by them and circulated.

PR
The Arrest and Imprisonment

In one raid in which the Japanese Kempei-tai searched
the hospital premises, list of guerrillas that included their
names were captured. So was propaganda litevature.

Suddenly on January 28, 1944, at breakfast time

It is said that in view of the-

Mother Stagg, Sam Boyd and Agustin Ortega, a dormi-
tory boy, were arrested at the parsonage at 450 Taft Ave-
nue. On that same day a mass arrest of suspects was
made in which Juan Elizalde, Enrico Pirovano and Jose
Ozamiz were among the prominent ones. Some 120 sus-
pects were herded into Fort Santiago that day.

The following February 4 another mass arrest was
made. This time Dr. Darby, Miss Wilk, Miss Abaya, Tito
Dans and many other Cosmopolitan Student Church mem-
bers were included. They were taken forcibly before dawn.
The charges against each and everyone were: supporting
guerrillas, spreading pro-American and anti-Japanese pro-
paganda, membership in a huge espionage ring allegedly
headed by a colonel who, according to the T»ibune of July

11, 1944, was head of the U. S. Army military intelligence

service before the outbreak of the war but was able to
leave for the United States shortly before Pearl Harbor.
This officer referred to was probably Lieut.-Col. ........
Evans, and the Japanese claimed that he was sent back to
the Philippines in 1943 in a submarine.

Of Mother Staggsit was also charged that she sheltered
two Chinese wanted by the Jap Kempei—Mr. Go Puan
Seng and myself—and our families. Mother Stagg saw to
it that these wanted were roved from one family to an-
other among bers of the Cc politan church.

Needless to describe, the brutal tortures the missiona-
ries received at Fort Santiago did not make them reveal
mes of guerrillas or others who supported the move-
nt in whatever manner. Unbroken in spirit, they were
never seen to grieve or repent. They were almost con-
tinuously in prayer and, although conversations were pro-
hibited, the women missionaries comforted their cellmates
and preached to them the gospel of Christ.

In their common sufferings resulting from cell con-
gestion, meager food, insanitary conditions, beatings, and
many other causes, Mother Stagg, Dr. Darby and Miss
Wilk ministered unto the rest. Mother Stagg, herself quite
sickly, forgot her own ailments and did whatever she could,
such as massaging the aching limbs, back and bodies of her
suffering fellow women prisoners. It was as though only

her will kept her from breaking down.
PR

At Peace With God

Of souls saved they certainly had many during their
confinement at Fort Santiago and at the Old Bilibid pri-
son. Miss Carmen Chang, a Chinese teacher and of
Buddhist religion, was very close to Miss Wilk, and she
soon was repeating from memory Psalm 23 and praying
as she learned from the missionaries who became angels,
no less.

Mother Stagg used to express her sincere wish that
she could own the guilt of men and women guerrillas who
had been continually brought to Fort Santiago.

“It is better for me to be here in prison than for others
as I have already undergone the severe punishments,” she
used to comment. She was so brave, so Christlike in her
readiness to suffer and die for others.

“If T see these boys being tortured,” Miss Wilk, too,
had said, “I feel like sinking down, and I am glad I have
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rear during the celebration sponsored by the Philippine

sands attended the ceremonies where prominent national figures, including Gil Puyat, Minister Tho

X Thousands upon thou-
as H. Lockett,

Judge Antonio Quirino and others, delivered stirving speeches in memory of the heroes who suffered death and

torture at the hands of the Japanese during the enemy occupalion.

shared the sufferings they have gone through. If they
(the Japanese) kill me because 1 have helped the Amer-
icans and Filipino boys, 1 am going to heaven.”

Dr. Darby had spoken in the same vein. “I am un-
repentant,” Miss Abaya quoted her as saying: “I am con-
tent in whatever situation I am in. I have peace with
God.”

As Miss Abaya well remembers, on May 13, 1944, the
first group of the bunch arrested the previous January

and early February, possibly belonging to the guerrilla
group, was removed to the City Jail at Bilibid. In this
group Miss Abaya remembers Miss Wilk, Mrs. Blanche
Jurika, a former patient at the Emmanuel Hospital, and
among those arrested, Cirilo Perez, Ozamiz, Elizalde and
others. They were about 30 in number. .

The second group left May 15 and included another
30 of whom were Dr. Darby, two Catholic Sisters, Mrs.

(Continued on page.77)
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WAR CLAIMS COMMISSION

(Continued from page 34)
expected to carry the brunt of defense in case of an attack. Many
American citizens were captured and interned by the enemy in
other parts of the world after they had been warned repeatedly
to come home, but who elected to stay in the trouble zones for va-
rious reasons. The claims of the latter class will be studied by the
Commission.

Claims of another type of beneficiary coming under the War
Claims Act will be administered by the Federal Security Agency.
These claims come from American citizens, who were working for
contractors with the United States on DPacific Bases, who were
caught by the enemy and imprisoned. They have already been com-
pensated for part of their wages under an older law, but many will
receive more under the War Claims Act.

The Federal Security Agency will also pay disability and death
benefits to certain American citizens internees. Maximum payment
for either death or disability is $108.33 a month, with limit of $7,500
in any one case.

The War Claims Commission will handle all “da2tention bene-
fits” for internees. Under the Act, American citizens will receive
$60 a month for each month of their internment. ($25 if under 18
vears old during internment). The act further provides that all
military personnel who were prisoners and did not receive food of
the standard set by the 1929 Geneva Convention are entitled to
$1.00 for each day on which the food provided was inadequate as to
quantity or quality.

Estimates furnished to the Commission show that close to 130,-
000 persons in the Prisvner of War class will come under the Act.
Estimates also show that the number of internees who will benefit
it around 6,000.

Budget Burcau estimates show that an average of $413 will be

1 paid to ex-priseners with the maximum payment around $1,300. Max-
imum payments to internees for detention will be around $2,700.
Religfous ov~anizations, it is estima*cd, will receive in the neigh-
borhood of from one and one-half to two million dollars for food

furnished and help given internees and POWs,

The money used to pay the claims and to administer the Com-
mission will not come out of the taxpayer’s pocket. The War Claims
Fund is made up of money confiscated by the U. S. Government
from enemy aliens after Pearl Harbor. It is interesting to note
that enemy nations and their citizens are paying from thcir own
funds for their wartime violations of international law.

Mr. CAVALCANTE introduced the following bill; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce:
To extend certain benefits under the War Claims Act of 1948

to specified civilian Philippine citizens.

Be it enacted by the Semate and House of Representatives of
the United States of American in Congress assembled, That this
Act may be cited as the “Philippine Internees Act of 1949”.

SEC. 2. The benefits granted to civiliun American citizens by
and in section 5 of Public Law 896, Eightieth Congress, chapter

' 826, second session, subject to the exceptions provided in subsec-

tion (a) thereof, ave hereby extended to civilian Filipino citizens

‘who for any period of time subsequent to December 6, 1941, were
“held by the Japanese Government as prisoners, internees, hostages,

or in any other capacity for activities against the Japanese Gov-
ernment and in aid to the American Government and its armed
forces.

SEC. 3. That the War Claims Commission provided for in
section 2 of Public Law 896, Eightieth Congress, chapler 826, se-
cond session, shall continue to function for the purpose of receiv-
ing, adjudicating, and settling claims wxder this Act, for a period
of not more, than three years from after the date when it begins
to receive such claims, and may, with the consent of the head of
any other department or agency of the Government, utilize the fa-
cilities and services of such department or agency in carrying out
its functions under this Act.

SEC. 4. There is hereby appropriated from the general funds
of the United States Government the sum of P... to carry out the
provisions of this Act.

~
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Part of the National Hevoes” Day
crowds al Fort Santingo on Nov-
30 1016, The then Viee
President  Elpidio Quirino was
the principal speaker al a spe-
« program honoring those Ii-
lipinos who were interned by the
Japanese inside the fort.

mbe

This is a seene during mass held
at the Plaza Santa € chureh
in Munilain the morning of Nov-
cmber 300 1946, with the then
Vice-President  Elpidio Quirino
and Mrs. Aurora A, Quezon as
the zuests of honor,
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T/5 OLSON: G.I.

By MANUEL E. BUENAFE

‘V HILE fighting in the Cagayan Valley ,we were sub-
iected to all sorts of discrimination by the Amer-
ican outfit we were attached to. It ranged all the way
from food to doing dangerous patrol work.

In the beginning, the discrimination was not so marked
or was at least camouflaged with some apparent attempt
to be fair. But then there was still so much fighting and

dying to do. As graduallv the Japs were being pushed

deeper into the unexplored Sierra Madre mountain range
and there was not very much bloody fighting to be done
any more you could perceptibly notice the change in Amer-
ican attitude towards the Filipino soldiers.

Our,unit was in a way luckier than many other Fili-
pino units. While attached to the American outfit, we
enjoyed some measure of autonomy. We were given a
sector all to ourselves to operate in, definite objectives to
attain, and we ran our unit as pleased us. So even if we
had to sleep in pup tents, we did not experience the hu-
miliation of seeing Americans sleep in well-built tents, with
cots, mosquito bars, and flooring beneath them. Or eat
C rations while the aroma of hot zoffee and toasted bread
emanated from the kitchen just a few yards away. We
experienced humiliations only when we were together with
American troops, so 1 vigorously fought for a separate bi-
vouac area and autonomy in the administration of our
outfit.

But even then one could not escape the white man’s
superiority and the corollary of discrimination by the
American outfit we were attached to. For instance, in
the matter of transportation, we managed to ¢t it onlv 'n
very necessary cases. Being too proud to frequently beg,
we had to be content with two captured Jap trucks and
one )itney which were by no means in good running or-
der. So, when I conducted my frequent inspections over
a forty-mile front, it was a usual occurrence for us to
develop some trouble on the way and sleep on the lonesome
road. Yes, indeed, at infrequent intervals, trucks or jeeps
would careen by, out one had to sacrifice pride in order
to be able to hitchhike. It would seem that American
drivers had an aversion for Filipinos sporting officers’
insignias. The standard procedure would be for them to
slow down and, as our hapless officer would try to get on
the truck, step on the gas and give the embarrassed Fili-
pino the Bronx cheer.

After much importuning, I managed to get a good
weapons carrier from Regimental. But the S-1 wouldn’t
trust it to us completely. It had a driver to go along.
So, for so many months, I had the satisfaction of feeling
that throughout the Cagayan Valley, 1 was the only Filipi-

no commander who had an American driver.

To be sure, I was in a mood to “give it back to him.”
But he was a shy respectful guy, T15 Myrle Olson was. [
was beainning to suspect that he was picked precisely for
his humbleness, but even yet I was not going to be denied
my pleasure. T watched for the merest disobedience,
but. ..

It pot so that I began to like him instead. Even the
rest of the boys got to liking him too. After a week I
made him move into my cottage.

And there was an American! If all Americans were
like Myrle, there wculd no% be so much bitterness in the
hearts of Filipino soldiers, 1 thought.

I did not notice h‘m break the rules, even for once.
He punctuated his statements in the approved manner,
with the “sir” so properly spaced and modulated that it
warmed the cockles of your heart to hear him say the
word. He was on a 24-hour duty with me. If the situa-
tion demanded. we would meve in the middle of the night.
He would put in more than 14 hours of work every day,
transporting and hauling supplies, and doing errands for
me. And not a word of complaint.

To all the officers and EMs of my cemmand he be-
came 2 great favorite. When I did not use him, the rest
of the boys did. There was no request to be driven around
whizh he refused, unless it were against my wish.

His loyalty was beyond cavil. Upon arriving in camp
and he noticed that T was not in yet, he would search for
me. even if it took him the whole night. Once he was re-
called by his unit, but he asked me to intercede and hc
stayed. On anoth~r occasion T was facing court-martial
for having left camp for Manila without prior permission
from the American commander. I never felt more proud
than when he stood his full height and defended me. He
was willing to face court-martial himself, he said.

There were several times when T wished I knew enough
of driving in order to be able to replace him at the wheel.
1 felt ' worked him beyond his meed. But it was some-
thing T couldn’t help. His was the only vehicle in the unit
T could use without fear of a breakdown on the way. And
his devotion to dutv and affection for his truck was such
that he wouldn’t allow anybody else to drive it. After
a long trip. Ud o~der his relief, but no, he would have to
go along, he’d pvotest. Not that he didn’t trust his sub-
stitute, he’d exn'a’n. but it was his duty to go.

In one particulavly long trip, from Tuguegarao to Ma-
nila, 1 felt sorry for h'm. 1t was a rush trip. We had te
t-avel day and night. over a rugged and lonely highway
iust wrested from the Japs and who were still very active

(Continued on page 42)
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Part of the crowds that attended
the National Heroes' Day cere-
monies at Fort Sanliago on Nov-
ember 30, 1947, sponsored by
the  Philippine  Fx-Political vri-
soners” Association, with the then
Secretary of the Interior Jose C.
Zulueta as guest speaker.

Seene al the Fort Santiago. ecre
monics on November 30, 1916,
National Heroes' Day, after the
laying of wreaths at the graves
of the heroes who died inside the
fort during the Japanese occupa-
tion. In the picture are the then
Vice-President  Elpidio  Quirino,
Mrs. Trinidad Roxas. and Mrs,
Aurora AL Quezon.
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7/5 OLSON: G.L
(Continued from page o)
in the outlying hills. We weuld try to catch a nap
only when we could not help it. After three days, I could
see that he had thinned and aged considerably. But he
didn’t iose his even disposition. Myrle never cussed, and
I thought that if he did cuss now, | wouldn’t be surprised
But he never did.

The last lap of the jowrney, going back the Valley,
was a straight 14-hour ride. We had a snack at Tarlac
and at sundown began climbing the tortuous Balete Pass
zigzags. It was always misty and raining out there, and
the road was now particularly dangerous. In parts the
mud was up to the hub of the wheel. The slightest error,
and the yawning abyss felt awesome in contemplation.
Visibility was bad because of the mist that gathered like
thick clouds in spots. As we thus wound through the un-
inhabited pass that was still full of marks of furious bat-
tle that had taken place over its 200-kilometer stretch, T
felt very lonely. We could have been ambushed at the
next bend or fallen into the deep gorge at the next incline
.and nobody would have known the difference. It was a
very lonely way of dying, I thought, and perhaps Myrle
have had the same thought. The hoot of an owl or the
droop of an overhanging banyan tree contributed to the
ceriness of the atmosphere.

After an hour of meditating unwholesome ways of
dving, I felt sleepy. I tried to fight off the drowsiness. 1
was going to bear Myrle company through. But some-
how I couldn’t stand it any longer. I apologized to Myrle
and climbed into the truzk. Hardly was I settled on the
floor of the truck when' it began to storm. The wind
 howled and the rain poured as we raced through. Myrle
hunched on his wheel for better visibility. We were get-
ting wet, and the wind was biting on the flesh. Sleep,
however, overpowered physical discomfort and soon 1 was
asleep. Come to think of it, I wondered what thoughts
raced through the kid’s mind as he drove through a regular
storm in a tropical jungle that was yet none-too-safe from
Jap snipers.

We arrived a iittle after two at dawn. Now I thought
we could rest as long as we wanted. [ would order Myrle
confined in quarters for a week as his reward. Sleep was
the highest prize he could ever have. But it was not to
be. The O.D., his eyes still heavy with sleep, offered
an order. I was due in Regimental 70 kilometers away
before six in the morning: I couldn’t say anything when
1 passed the paper on to Myrle.

Once, furing a respite, we were invited to a dance
at the public square of Ilagan town. I chose not to wear
any insignia for Myrle’s sake. He, on the other hand, put
on his {wo stripes with T under it for the first time. Hair
properly parted and combed, in his well-pressed suntan, he
looked very handsome indeed.

After having been seated a while, we were approached
by two MPs. “I am sorry, guy,” one of the MPs said to
me, “but this is a ball for Americans. Only Filipino of-
fizers allowed.” I rose to go. Mpyrle stood up himself
and said, “He is a major. He didn’t wear his oak leaf for
my sake. We have been invited to this affair.” “That

may be true,” said the second MP, and added vaguely,
“But order is order.” *“Couldn’t you take my word for
it?’ Myrle countered. “Sorry,” said the MPs definitely.
Now I could see blood rise in Myrle’s face. I was very
much embarrased, but I managed to say, “Okay, Myrle,
let’s go.” Mpyrle obeyed, hut I could see involuntarily.
He was silent all the way home, and his lips were pursed
and his breathing came in snorts.

Myrle was about 20, of Norwegian ancestry. As we
would prepare for bed every night, he would pull out his
wallet and take a long lock at a picture of his Dad and
Mom. He never admitted he was lonely, but one could
not heip noticing how much a boy he still was.

Myrle couldn’t stay with us forever. The 37th Divi-
sion was moving out, and so was he.

He got his order one afternoon to report back to his
unit at 6 in the afternoon. He intimated that perhaps I
could do something about the matter. He preferred stay-
ing with us rather than going back to his own outfit,
which was not going home yet anyway. But I said there
wasn't much I could do.

But he didn’t go at 6. He said that it might be the
last ti he would be driving for me, so he said T could
have him the whole night. We compromised on 10 o’clock
and 1 asked him to drive me to Ilagan where I was going
to bid goodbye to some friends myself since our days in
the Cagayan Valley were numbered. I left him with some
mutual friends and told him where to pick me up at 10
sharp. His friends immediately arranged a party for him,
but it was so slow getting started that at 10 sharp, it had
not yet begun.

(Continued on page 75)
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" THE PEPPA IN

1. Ben  Brillantes. scereta
seneral of the Philippine
Political Prisoners association
and clairman of the PEPPA
mission sent to Washington.
‘o oblain amendments to the
War  Claims  Act of
speaking  before  the
convention of the Vele
Forcign Wars of the Distriet
(Washington) last June.

RE®TROSPECT

By Milagros A. Romulo

Sometime towards the end of 1946 a group of former
underground men and women, most of whom were tortured
by the Japs in Fort Santiago, got together to exchangc
reminiscences of their experiences as political prisoners.
In the course of the conversations an idea came into their
minds to form a permanent organization among themselves,
an organization whizh would forever band them together.
Thus was boin the Philippine Ex-Political Prisoners’ As-
sociation.

In the organizational meeting that followed, Col. Sal-
vador Rillo, one of the moving spirits behind the plan,
was elected first president of the PEPPA. F. Ben Bril
lantes was elected permanent executive secretary. In No
ember of the same year, the organization was launched with
Mr. Brillantes doing most ¢f the organizational job.

Three years after its formation, the PEPPA has en-
rolled a total of around 30,000 members living in all parts
of the country and coming from different national stocks
but all former victims of Japanese persecution and oppres-
sion for the causce of democra Chapters of the organ-
ization are found in cvery province and chartered city.

These local zhapteis render reports to the secretarial
about their individual members and the central organ-
ization, whenever possible, has rendered assistance to every
local unit and its individual members.

Perhaps most noteworthy accomplishment of the
PEPPA for its 30.000 members was the introduction of the
Cavalcante Bill before the House of Representatives of
the U.S. This measuie, sponsored by Rep. Anthony Ca-
valcante. (D-Pennsylvaniay during the early part of the
last session, would cxtend the same benefits to former
political priconers in the Philippines as those granted to
American internees.

It was a signal triumph for the association which sent
a mission headed by Mr. Brillantes to Washington for the
purpcse.  He was assisted by Mr. Jose Labrador, of Hono-
lulu and Fr. Jaime S. Neri, of New York, both of whom
were fortured in Fort Santiago and Muntinlupa. Unfor-
tunately, because of presuing domestic and foreign problems
confronting the U.S. Congress at the time, consideration
of the Cavaleante measure was posiponed foi ‘the c_omjng

S

(Continued on page 55)
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Ihese were the officials of the
Chinese consulate in Manila at
the outbreak of the war who
W, cuted by the Japanese.
]mlllh from the left, front row,
is  Consul  General  Clarenee
Kwangson  Young. and  third
fromt vighl, §s Viee Consul K. Y.
Mok.

In last year's eclebration of National Heroes' Day al Forl
Santiago. Gil J. Puyat, foemer president of the Philippine
Chamber of Commerce and a member of the association, is
seen giving the opening address. Tt was attended by the big-
sest group ever to assemble at the Fort. In the photo at the
right, may be scen Mr. Puyat, and among those in the plat-
form. are Mayor de la Fuente of Manila, Judge Antonio Qui-
rino, president of the PEPPA, Minister Lockett, Llnrgc de Af-
taires of the Ameri Falassy. \\]m was |
Mrs. Asuncion .\, enio l’nu
foaquin Pardo de T
tives.
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CHINA'S NOBLE HEROES
IN THE PHILIPPINES

By ILDEFONSO T. RUNES

T the Manila North Cemetery there stands obelisk-

like a monument dedicated to the sacred memory ol
Chinese heroes and martyrs who died in the Philippines
during the occupation from the hands of the ¢ruel Japanese
invaders. For 10,000 Chinese, more or less, paid with
their lives for the courage they had shown in defense of
their mother zountry which, before the treacherous attack
on Pearl Harbor by the Japanese, was already at war
against Japan for four years. In fact, the undeclared war
of aggression waged by Japan on China started in earnest
in 1931 with the seizure of Manchuria.

Resisting aggression, the Chinese fought a long war
of attvition, enlisting the sympathy of other peoples who
saw in Japan’s acts a deliberate, though fantastic, attempt
to dominate the world. The Filipinos readily and whole-
heartedly supported the Chinese people and with those in
the Philippines they cooperated in the cconomic boycott
of Japan and showed their sympathies through the or-
ganization of the Friends of China, the League for the De-
fense of Democracy, the Chinese Industrial Cooperatives
(Philippine chapter) and similar localized groups of mixed

membership.  The leaders of the anti-Japanese groups of
Chinese were before Pearl Harbor very open; during the
Japanese cccupation of the Philippines they went under-
ground but not with less fervor.

With the occupation of the Philippines, the Japanese
made arrests by the thousands, the largest numbers of
which were Filipinos. Americans and Chinese. All the
prominent Chinese were thrown into Fort Santiago and
other concentration camps and jails. Their properties
were confiscated, and only a few escaped severe punish-
ment. Those who went underground either ccoperating
with Filipinos and Americans, or operating ind=pendently
by themselves, started the guerrilla resistance almost si-
multaneously with the Filipinos. Among the most prom-
inent groups were the Chinese Oversea Wartime Hsueh-
kan Militia (COWHM), Philippine Chinese Youth Wartime
Special Service Corps, Philippine Chinese Volunteers, Phil-
ippine Chinese Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Force (WAH-Chi),
Philippine Chinese Anti-Japanese and Anti-Collaborators
League, Philippine Chinese Pek-kek Guerrilla Force (Pe-
kek), Philippine Chinese Anti-Japanese Volunteers and
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others. The Committee of DBoycott Movement Against
Japan, which was a prewar organization, also went under-
ground, although many of the leaders, most of whom were
prominent Chinese, were immediately placed under arrest
upon the entry of the Japs in Manila. Nobody was spared,
including Don Alfonso Z. Sycip, president of the Philip-
pine Chinese General Chamber of Commerce, who was then
sick. Yu Khe Thai, the head of the Yutivo interests, was
almost exccuted by the Japanese Kempei-tai.

The centire Consulate-General staff was in prison, ex-
cept one of the ranking officials who was able to hide.
This group, arrested immediately upon the entry of the
Japs in Manila, was headed by the late Dr. Kwangson C.
Young. Most of them were very popular in political and
social circles in Manila, having been here for years. For
stoutly refusing to collaborate with the enemy they were
executed on April 17, 1912, quite too early for the atrocities.

Those who were executed were: Dr. Kwangson C.

Young, 12, consul general, a Ph.D. man from Princeton.’

He held important posts under his government before as-
signment in the Philippines and was a writer and editor
of note. He had been a member of the Chinese delegation
to the League of Nations and also the Chinese delegation
to the Washington Naval Conference in 1933. His wife and
three children were, however, saved.

Ranking second was Consul K. Y. Mok, 52, who had
a very widc circle of friends, especially among the Filipi-
nos. He resided for ten years in the Philippines before
his death. Surviving are his widow and two children who
are all in the United States.

Third in the list of Chinese patriots in the order of
their ranks was Consul P. K. Chu who was killed for de-
claring firmly against the Japanese occupying the Philin-
pines ther  Aged 65 years at the time of his death, he
resided for three years in the Philippines. Surviving him
are his wife and five childven whose last nddress was Nan-
king, China.

The fcurth was M. T. Siao, deputy consul at Manila
a young man of 35 years of age. Also executed on April
17, 1912, he saw service in the lslands for four years.

The other victims of the Japanese among the consulate
staff were T. S. Yao, deputy consul; C. S. Ycung, deputy
consul; Y. S. Loo, chancellor and K. W. Wang, student
consul. All these patriots refused to turn their backs on
their flag and were killed mercilessly.
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On April 15, 1942, or two days before the murder of
the Consulate-General staff, many prominent Manila Chi-
nese paid the supreme penalty—death—for their patriotism.
Their execution, the first mass killing of Chinese made by
the cruel Kempei-tai, was intended to intimidate the Chi-
nese into collaborating with the Japanese. They refused.
Among those were: Chua Pay Kiong, Lee Lian Tiao, Sy
Kao Kee, Tan Bok Teng, Go Kiu Lu and Uy Liam Pah,
all of the Committee of Boycott Movement Against Jap-
anese Goods before the war.

Yu Yec Tong, publisher and general manager of the
Chinese Commercial News, a Chinese language daily in
Manila, and Gan Bon Cho, principal of the Anglo-Chinese
School in the City, were also in the mass exccution. Chua
Kip See of the Standing Committee of the Organization for
the Support of the Chinese Resistance War, Batangas
Branch, was also killed the following year by the Japanese
after he had been tortured and kept long in prison.

-Many provincial Chinese who were active in the anti-
Japanese movement in the Philippines before the outbreak
of the Pacific War were also executed, but their number
is so big they cannot be accommodated in this article. Suf-
fice it to say their patriotism was nonetheless praiseworthy
than the rest because it was likely that they had greater
freedom in their anti-Japanese propaganda and other activi-
ties than those in Manila.

While thousands upon thousands of Chinese contribut-
ed to the support of the underground movement, either in
money or in kind, to Chinese or Filipino resistance groups,
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there were those who gave heavily to the cause. Some of
those who gave were arrested and tortured and not a few
were killed. Out of the large number of heavy contrib-
utors was a certain Co Ban Ho, who, in response to the
appeals of the late Mrs. Mary Boyd Stagg, minister of the
Cosmopolitan Student Church, gave P35,000 in genuine
cash to the guerrillas. Co was himself exezuted.
P

The m.ass executions of prominent Chinese residents
in the Philippines did not frighten the Chinese, although
it must be admitted that there were many among them
who, in order to easily amass fortunes, collaborated with
the enemy. Many also served as spies for the Japanese,
pointing tu those who were engaged in guerrilla activities
among their countrymen or who contributed to the support
of underground forces. Yet, as was mentioned above,
there were also underground groups among the Chinese
who went after the collaborators and did not hesitate to
“liquidate” them when the “opportunity presented itself.
They did this in Manila, in lloilo, Cebu and Mindanao be-
cause, as it was among the Filipinos, there were also many
Chinese who took advantage of the war and the misery of
the people to make plenty of money with the consent, if
not aid, of the Japanese.

On the other hand, with the advance of the period of
the occupation coupled by the ferocity of the Japanese
garrison v'ho were getting jittery upon receiving reports
ol the continuous reverses of their troops elsewhere from
the hands of the liberation forces of General Douglas Mac-
Arthur, several Chinese guerrilla units proved their de-
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votion to the cause of democracy and their determination
to crush Japanese militarism and imperialism through
their unusual courage and bravery upon the arrival of
the Americans in Luzon. And when the bloody, if not
crucial battle for Manila, particularly the liberation of
Intramuros, came, they even preceded the regular troops
of General MacArthur, an act which cost them heavy
casualties.  Cited for their bravery and recognized for
their services, the WAH-Chi guerrillas, in particular,
were know to have brought honor to the Chinese nationals
in the Philippines who had fought side by side with the
Filipinos not only during the battle for liberation but also
in the darkest days of the occupation when the Japanese
troops grew oppressive and cruel.
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HISTORY OF FORT SANTIAGO

For more than 400 years and under the flags of five
nations, Fort Santiago has occupied a prominent place in
the history of Manila. It is still one of the most interest-
ing spots in the city. In world history it has been to Ma
nila what the Bastile was to oldtime France, the Tower te
London, and Morro Castle to Havana, and like all such
famous fortresses it has been the subject of many weird
and often terrifying tales of brutality and hatred.

In May 1945, the fort was occupied by the United
States Army Transportation Corps and was designated
T.C. General Depot. This organization has cleared away.
the debris from the fort and has laid to rest with military
honors hundreds of bodies of Filipinos which were found
after their brutal massacre by the Japanese. The walls
are being repaired and shrubs and trees are being planted
with the approval and cooveration of the Philippine Re-
public in an effort to rehabilitate the area and hide the
scars of the war.

The cell where Jose Rizal spent his last night before
his execution by the Spanish has been restored and a
bronze tablet in his honor ~rected on the walls of the cell.

The American forces withdrew from the fort in March

1949 when the lease from the Philippine Republic expired.

The history of this spot began in 1480, when a strong-

ly palisaded earthwork was built by the grandfather of

Rajah Soliman, who appreciated the strategic value of the

position at the mouth of the Pasig River, capable of con-
trolling the shipping traffic of Manila Bay.
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This crude fort with its 12 bronze cannons cnabled
Soliman to rule and consolidate the fierce tribes until 1570,
when an expedition from the Spanish settlement on the
southern island of Cebu under the command of Martin de
Goiti and Juan de Salcedo, captured the fort and sacked
the city. Then on May 19, 1571, Miguel Lopez de Legaspi,
first governor-general of the Philippines, founded the city
of Manila and work was begun to strengthen the walls of
the fort.

Santiago de Vera, the sixth governor-general, arrived
in 1581 and realizing the need of far more stable protec-
tion, cleared the ground of all the original palisades and
laid the first stones of the fort that bears his name. These
stones ave still in the walls.

In 1762, sixteen British warships with a force of
nearly 7,000 men sailed int> Manila Bay and laid siege to
Fort Santiago.
ernor, after a token defense surrendered the city to the
British admiral in October of 1762. The British forces
pillaged the city and partially dismantled the fort during
their year and one-half of occupation. The natives had
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been so cruelly treated during this time that they had
scattered to the interior and it was not until 1778 that
sufficient laborers were induced to return and reconstruc-
tion began.

On May 1, 1898, Admiral Dewey destroyed the Span-
ish fleet in Manila Bay and on August 13 of the same
vear, the city of Manila and the fort were peacefully sur-
rendered to the American forces under General Wesley
Merritt.

During the Americans the moat, which had complete-
Iy encircled the walls, was filled and transformed into a
sunken garden, and trees and shrubs were planted and
neatly trimmed. Many of the old cannons, roundshot and
other historizal equipment were carefully preserved for
their ornamental value.

The Japanese flag was raised over Fort Santiago on
January 3, 1942, and the military police along with the
dreaded Kempei-tai, or secret police, quickly packed the
dungeons and cells solid with prisoners.

The number of people murdered by the brutality of
the Japanese within the walls of Fort Santiago cannot
be calculated. Hundreds of bodies, decomposed beyond
recognition, were burned when the American forces reoc-

cupied the fort. Survivors of the treatment for political
prisoners at the foirt by the Japanese are in the minority,
as their fate was sealed before entering.

Months after the war had ceased, bodies were still
being removed from the rubble and debris of the once beau-
tiful grounds. On November 30, 1946, National Heroes’
Day, a national monument was erected inside the fort,
above the burial ground of some 700 unidentified bodies
of Filipinos who died as a result of Japanese treatment
in the fort.
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VOICE FROM THE GRAVE

By CONRADO GAR. AGUSTIN

This is the Dead spealing. GCre of the innumerable
Dead that lie in unmarked graves scattered through the
length and breadth of this fair land—in the blood-§oaked
slopes of Bataan; in the jungle fastnesses of the Sierras;
in the rugged, thorny trails of the North; in the swampy,
thick-foliaged heart of the far South.

This message is specially dedicated to our living Com-
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rades-in-Arms and in the Resistance.

You have done so much for the Cause and in the
realization of our cherished Freedom and yet so far you
have received so little or practically nothing in return. It
breaks our peace to see you neglected so. But it makes us
still sadder when you bewail your misfortune. Of course.
in a practizal sense, you have every right to ask for the re-
ward that you justly deserve. It will help keep your body
and soul together during these difficult times. Even we,
the Dead, expect a little token of appreciation from those
that ought to remember.

But you know full well that we fought in the last
war not for any material considerations. We would have
resisted the Japanese invaders even without the Americans
just as our fathers fought the Americans despite their
avowed good intentions.

Why then the dissolutionments? Remember that there
is such a thing as Conscience. You have done your duty
well.  That is enough to make you happy and proud.

If you were able to survive the devastating barrages
and bursting shells that blasted hundreds of us into obli-
vion; if you were able to escape the vindictive brutality
of" the Bushidos whose slashing swords fell on countless
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heads among us—there is really no reason why you can-
not fight through and win against the spectre of despair
that constantly haunt you—the disappointment over unful-
filled promises and the indifference of your fellowmen.
Be thankful that you are alive with the chances of making
good in the future while we rot and remain in our graves
—unknown and forgotten.

You nced not walk dejectedly alone your lonely way
with your head hanging low, like a beaten, miserable crea-
ture—always looking for something that cannot be found
by wishful thinking.

Braze up, man. You can afford to lose a war for
there is always a chance of fighting anew but you must
not take the risk of losing your self-respect and dig-
nity. Think of yourself as a man first and last and as
a soldier always—fighting an uphill battle in your life and
never saying die!

It is unfortunate that many of you lost your arms,
your legs, your sights which make it difficult for you
to shift for yourselves—so it is with our families who re-
lied upon us as their sole support and protection. Now
that we are gone, they are left out in the cold—helplessly
struggling for their very existence.

Yet, we, the Dead, brook no reproach to those who let
us down—knowing that what man cannot give, God will
provide and God’s Justice will triumph in the end.

Keep up the good old spirit. Do not fail us in our
trust and faith in you. Good Luck and Fareweli...! The
last time we were together, we did not have the chance to
say good-bye—Death was too quick for that.

Compliments of :

IPEKDJIAN MERCHANDISING
COMPANY

Manila, P. L.

*

Tel. 2-

-1

1-16 307 Ayala Bldg.

Compliments

of

UNITED WAREHOUSING
CORPORATION

Operators:

(a) Bonded Warehouse
(b) Forwarding

(c¢) Trucking

(e) Export - Import

(d) General Merchandises

WAREHOUSE:
Corner Chicago &
23rd St.,, Port Area
Tel. 2-66-50

OFFICE:

Room 301 DUH Bldg.
454 Nueva St., Manila
Tel. 2-80-37




Page 54

THE MANILA GUARDIAN

November 30, 1949

Biographical Sketches of the War Claims Commissioners

MRS. GEORGIA LUSK

The War Claims Commission’s only woman member is Mrs.
Georgia Lusk, former U. S. Representative to Congress from New
Mexico.

Born in Carlsbad, not far from the famous caverns, she was
one of four children of George W. and Mary Gilreath Witt. Her
father, an architect, contractor and rancher, had moved to New
Mexico from Missouri prior to Georgia's birth.

The youngster grew up on her father’s ranch; learned to ride
almost as soon as she could walk. She attended the local public
schools, the State Teachers College, Silver City, and the Colorado
State Teachers College, Greeley, taking a.post-graduate course at
the latter.

Her first teaching job—at 19--was in one of the rural schools
near Carlsbad. She not only taught the lower grades but the ju-
nior and senior high school subjects as well. Her marriage to Dolph
Lusk, New Mexican cattleman and banker, temporarily ended her
teaching career.

The Lusks had three sons, Virgil, Dolph, Jr. and Eugene. M.
Lusk died at the age of 37 leaving his yvoung widow to bring up
their three boys. It was only after she had been driving them
daily from their ranch to school that Mrs. Lusk decided she might
as well feach again. In 1924, she became County Superintendent
of Public Schools, serving four years only due to a statue limita-
tion. In 1931, she was elected State Superintendent of Public In-
struction—to again serve four years.

In the meantime, Mrs. Lusk had been taking an active part
in civic affai She was a member of the Parent-Teachers Asso-
ciation and served on the Governor’s Economic Committee, a body

designed to develop additional revenue for the public schools, in
1941-1942.

‘When the United States declared war on Germany, the three
Lusk boys enlisted in the Air Force. All were commissioned. Cap-
tain Virgil Lusk was killed in 1943 in the North African Campaign.
His brothers returned safely and today Dolph, Jr. is a banker and
rancher, while Eugene is an attorney in Carlsbad.

It was during the war-time absence of her sons that Mrs. Lusk
again turned to her first love—the public schools. She again serv-
ed four years as State Superintendent. At the same time, she
managed her own cattle ranch near Carlsbad and other ranch pro-
perties.

In 1946, Mrz. Lusk ran for, and was elected, to Congress from
the State-at-Large (they have no Congressicnal Districts in New
Mexico) and for {he next two years served in the House of Re-
presentatives. During thi: time,- she was a member of the Vete-
Affairs Committec, a post which awakened her interest in le-
ation for special needs of veterans. She also introduced legis-
lation to provide for a 100 percent disability for all prisoners of
war of the Japanese over a ten-year period with special provisions
for periodical medical examinations. Not only has she been part-
icularly interested in veterans’ claims as set up under the War
Claims Commission Act—DPublic Law 896—but the Act itself can
almost be said to be her baby. One reason for her interest is that
the New Mexico National Guard, which was sent to the Philippines
before the war, suffered greatly as prisoners at the hands of the
Japanese.

(Continued on page 6.3)
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Peppa in Retrospect

(Continued from page 43)

session. But in the words of the author and the Philip-
pines’ able and influential Ambassador Elizalde, the intvo-
duztion of the bill was a signal achievement in itself.

It might also be mentioned that the organization has

sponsored patriotic movements in line with its policy to
keep the fires of democracy forever burning. One such
movement was the campaign last year to boycott Japanese
goods coming to the Philippines, this in spite of sonw
government officials’ insistence to allow the entry of cheap
goods manufactured by the same hands that tortured and
sent to death countless Filipinos. The move was the first
of its kind launched after the war. In a circular to its
members, the PEPPA urged complete boycott of Jap
goods, asserting that every centavo sent to Japan through
the purchase of her goods would contribute to the recon-
struction of a more powerful nation that might again
subject the Philippines and other peace-loving countries
to ruthless domination.

However the first signal accomplishment of the as-
sociation came shortly after its organization in 1946. Ear-
ly in November of that year, its executive secretary re-
quested Major General George F. Moore, then command-
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ing general of AFWESPAC, to declare an open house at
Fort Santiago to enable the members, the families and
friends of those who were tortured and killed there as
well as the general public a chance to visit this historiz

area. The request was granted despite the fact that the HUA TONG TRADING

fort was at that time still a restricted military area.
(Head Office)

The open house was held to coincide with National 909-11 Jaboneros St.
Heroes Day, Movember 30. On that day the PEPPA mem- T 3-3
bers honored their dead comrades with a special mass Manila
offering at the Sta. Cruz church. The late Mrs. Aurora — BRANCHES
Aragon Quezon, widow of the beloved Philippine Pres- 1469 Nueva St. ooz
ident, was guest of honor, and the then Vice-President El- Tel., 2-64-07
pidio Quirino as principal speaker. Among those whose
memories were honored during the occasion were the late
Justice Jose Abad Santos, Wenceslao Q. Vinzons, Generals
Lim, Segundo and de Jesus, Colonels Nakar, Baja and
Ramirez, Juan Elizalde, Ramon de Santos, the Escoda F'I' R k
couple, Antonio Bautista, Consul General Clarence Kwang-
son Young, Jose Araneta, Liling Roces, General Guy O. 1 |p|na$ Bro erage
Fort, Col. Charles Thorpe, Col. Hugh Straughm, Capt. (L. R. DE JESUS & CO.)
Joseph Barker, and many others. 321 Nueva, Manila
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against oppression, the steadfast devotion to the cause of
liberty, the brave submission to brutality, most of it is
vet unwritten.

“Our liberation had been complete. With the death
of a city has come the dcath of the oppression for which
Fort Santiago stood. With the resurrection of our coun-
try must be linked the memory of patriotism that is linked
with Fort Santiago. With the coming back to 1:fe of free-
dom must come to life the heroism that caused such cruel
death, so a country may live.”

With that first National Heroes Day program under
the auspices of the PEPPA, a yearly pilgrimage to Fort
Santiago by the members was inaugurated. In the 1947
ceremonies the organization had as guest of honor the
then Secretary of the Interior Jose C. Zulueta. Among
those who took part in the program were Col. Rillo, Rev.
Fr. William Masterson, Atty. Leonardo G. Marquez, Col,
Alejandro T. Santos, PEPPA Vice President Asuncion A.
Perez, Minister Chen Chih-ping, Mrs. Ray::unda Guidote-
Avila, Mrs. Pilar Hidalgo Lim, Secrctary F. B. DBrillantes
and students of the Centro Lscolar University.

Secretary Zulueta in his address paid tribute to the
Filipinos who lost their lives in the hands of the Japanesc.
“Every man and woman who periched or suffered here
at the hands of the ruthless invaders was a guarantec
that in every crisis that shall befall us as a people, there
will always be scores who will gladly die, if need be, to

South Sea Surety & Insurance
Co., Inc.

+15 Muclle de Binondo, Manila

Tels. 2-70-93 & 2-66-65

IMPEDANCE EQUIPMENT Co.

SPECIALIZE IN
Motor & Generater Rewinding & Installation
Electrical Devices & All Kinds of Medical
Flectronic Apparatus; All Marine Trouble

MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENTS:

Welding Outfit; Spot—Welding; Butt-Welding: Arc-Welding.
“lnul Craft Machine Jig Saw

Co
Electric Floor Polisher

Proprietors:—RICAEDO BAYATON & ALFREDO ANOS
Main Office: 721 Evangelista St., Quiapo, Manila
Branch Office: 1138-1140 Dapitan St., Sampaloc. Manila

SERVING THE NATION’S INDUSTRY
COMPLETE SALES & ENGINEERING SERVICE

® ENGINEERING & MILL SUPPLIES
® MACHINERY & ELECTRIC EQUIPMENT
® WESTINGHOUSE ELEVATORS,
AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEMS
INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT
® DUNLOP TIRES

Stocks available from more than 45

leading American manufacturers.

PHILIPPINE INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT (0.

Display & Sales Offices:
117-13th Street (Moserco Bldg.), Port Area, Manila
Telephones: 3-29-51 & 3-29-58

Ap Leon & Son’s
MEN'S APPAREL ART
(The ROTC’s Sartorial Artists)
OUR SPECIALTIES:
UNIFORMS: For ROTC Cadets, Gala, Interns, Ete. We
4omplete lines on all ROTC Patches and
ignias.
for the most f‘hudlous We accept or-
for Slacks, i & Tagalog, with
de spread cailar uhnn/
We offer the LOWEST PRI
for Students
ROMAN DE LEON 1871 Azcurrugg, Sta. Cruz,

Manager Manila
Ex-Cutter of L. R. AGUINALDO (Near Bilibid Prison)

CIVILIAN:

Page 57

Compliments of :

UY ENG KUI HARDWARE

ESTABLISHED 1924
IMPORTERS-EXPORTERS
GENERAL HARDWARE-SHIP CHANDLERY
MILL SUPPLIES

Telephone 4-76-15




Page 58

THE MANILA GUARDIAN

November 30

preserve the ideals for which Rizal, Lopez Jaena, Bonifacio,
Mabini, Quezon and others died,” the Secretary said.

Last year’s program on the same occasion was featured
by a memorial address by Minister Thomas H. Lo~ket!,
former charge D’affaires of the U.S. embassy in the Phil-
ippines. Other speakers were Judge Antonio Quirino.
PEPPA president and Mr. Gil Puyat, a ranking membci
of the organization who acted as master of ceremonies.
The invocation during the ceremonies was pronouncesi
by Bishop Rufino Santos while floral offerings were madc
by war widows with Mesdames Lockett, Consuelo Salazai-
Perez, Asuncion Perez and Paz Ramirez assisting.

President Elpidio Quirino, in his special message on
the occasion said in part:

“We do well to remember our heroic dead and ponder
their contribution to the freedom and well-being of our
country to the end that we may make ourselves worthy
of the heritage they have left us. .

“Enriched by this tradition, we can have the faith
and the courage to meet the problems of our time and
are confident that the generations to succeed us will havc
the power to use properly the opportunities of their owi:
day to protect and enhance the welfare of our country.”

It is also noteworthy to mention that in 1947 the
PEPPA designated Mr. Gil Puyat, president of the Philip-
pine Chamber of Commerce, as its special envoy to Wash-
ington to work for the amendment of the bill presenter
by Rep. Emory Price of Florida, granting an indemnity

of ten dollars a day for each day of imprisonment to 2l
citizens of the United States incarcerated by the Japanesc
in the Philippines. Mr. Puyat’s contacts in Washington
did much to pave the way for the introduction later of
the Cavalcante measure.

The organization has been recognized as an important
entity by General Douglas MacArthur himself. Last yeasr
he sent the following message to the members:

“The rezord of Fort Santiago under enemy controi
as with other notorious concentration camps of both
Europe and Asia, depicts in stark detail the depravity
of which mankind is capable in modern war, where civii-
ization’s carefully devised controls upon human conduct
are swept away before the mad thirst for dominion and

" conquest and power. ..

“Let us reflect upon those gallant men and women
vho survived this ordeal of terror and those who died.
Let us reflect upon this lesson that modern and futwre
war involves not repcat alone the destruction of popuin-
tions and cities and great temples of human progress,
but the obliteration as well of the moral and spiritual
fiber upon which the progress of civilization through the
centuries has rested... From such reflection it is for us,
the living, who viewed these things, humbly to petition
God to grant that his curse against humanity called war,
with its involvement of peoples and races and nations and
continents, may never again be visited upon the earth.”

With this same fervent hope, the Philippine Ex-Pe-
litical Prisoners’ Association looks forward.
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WHEN WE

“WON"

By LUIS M. ENRIQUEZ

E had “won” the war before the end of 1942! The

Philippines had been regained after a few months of
furious American counter-otfensive, that is, by the grace
of that rumor purveyor, that source of information which
deluded civilians and sent them scurrying away to the hills
for safety when they should have been better at home,
or breathed a sense of security into them in the midst of
extreme danger—“Radio Puwak,” variously called “Radio
Cochero,” which everyone who went through the hellish
four years of Japanese occupation knows.

Early in January, 1912, news was spread all over this
region that seventy American cruisers had arrived in Phil-
ippine waters, convoying several aireraft carriers with
thousands of fighting planes and hundreds of flying for-
tresses. Who could doubt the authenticity of the news?
‘A prominent optometrist of the locality had heard it from
a well-known lawyer, who in turn had gotten it directly
from the captain of the ship that had reached Capiz port
after eluding the cordon of enemy submarines between Ma-
nila and the Visayas. Yes, the aid for which people had
prayed, had come.

The joy of the people knew no bounds. They told
one another, “Where will the Japs go now? In a few

months they will bend their knees before American might.”
Meanwhile, we relaxed in our nightly vigils over home and
fireside and in keeping up with the regimen of economy
in food. 1 guess many a man, particularly if he was a
volunteer guard, who had heard the news of the arrival of
American aid, woke up his family that night to tell them
of the glad tidings. ‘““Come on,” he must have said, “cook
as much rice as you want—and no lugaw for me—and
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take out all the salted pork. War will soon be over just
as I told you.”

During the first few days of war it was hard for
people to learn the lessons taught by false alarm, for at
noon on Deczember 18 of that fateful year an echelon of
fifty-four planes flew over Panay skies, first northward
and then southward a few minutes later. People left their
dining tables to look up and cheer, “Here they come—
American planes!” We remember that the second time
the squadron passed over, one plane separated from the
rest, flew low, and dropped two ‘“‘eggs,” barely missing the
long concrete bridge which is the pride of the region. We
learned later that the squadron had bombed Iloilo city, set
fire to fuel installations, and machinegunned scores of
civilians. .

Our people clung tenaciously to hope and who could
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blame them? It was painful to accept the fact of war.
It was hard to believe that American might had taken a
licking and that Japan was that strong. Even after the
fall of Bataan—it dazed us to hear the bitter truth—we
still hoped Corregidor to hold on much longer until Amer-
ica could send the much-talked-of reinforcements which
would completely overwhelm the enemy and liberate the
Philippines in a glorious spurt of unprecedented might.

After the fall of Corregidor we found citizens dicus-
sing the situation. The realists—we refrain from calling
them defeatists—believed that all the USAFFE could do
was to organize a guerrilla, the last resort of a defeated
army. The war would then drag on for years—maybe,
ten years or more. Ten years of war when ten weeks of

" it was too much for us to bear! Incorvigible optimists, on
the other hand, analyzed the situation thus: Those were
winter months. The flying fortresses could not fly over
Japan. Wait until June and we would know of American
bombers swarming over enemy cities like innumerable bats.

The famous Doolittle raid on the island empire came
later. I heard the news from a guerrilla captain who said
that the number of planes shot down was enormcus. I had
read somewhere that a casualty of more than ten per cent
of planes shot down in a raid is considered big.

People intently watched the skies and shores for any
hope of American aid. Any strange or unfamiliar sight
gave rise to conjectures. A few weeks after the outbreak
of war, an American officer from a nearby cadre came
to a shore town to verify the rumor that a submarine peris-
cape had been seen in the vicinity. He trained his spy-
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glass on the horizon and waited with bated breath when he
saw an. object protruding from the water. He did not
know that fishermen were laughing behind his back, for
what he saw was the point of a stake for a fish corral.

At another time shortly after, a long line of fighting
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otherwise
a large group

the
No-

the memory

ships was reported sighted off Point Pucio on the north- ¥
western tip of Panay. We were assured that they were
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American ships because of their size and color. A request
for confirmation was sent to an airplane landing near the
point where the ships were seen. Responsible officials
waited in vain for a reply, but meanwhile the news gained
wide circulation and gave rise to an orgy of hopefulness.

After this incident and others of like nature, local
wags coined a word which stood for frustrated hope: batel-
ship, a batel being a native sailboat that plied between
shore towns. Two men came to blows when one seriously
insisted that he had seen many balelships and could
prove it.

Mauny things were also sighted. American planes
were sighted now and then. Sighted, too, was the addi-
tional advance pay for government emplcyees and teach-
ers. We sighted just around the cornmer days of normal
living with three square meals a day and the full enjoy-
ment of Roosevelt’s “four freedoms.”

To us in the provinces during the carly days of the

war every American we saw was a symbol of eventual lib-"

cration of the Philippines, more so if he was an army man.
One day two bedraggled Americans came by batel. One
was a native of New Jersey and the other of California as
we Jearned from them. We pelted them with questions
about early Amerizan aid and they assured us that as far
as they knew it would be coming in a few months. The
daily mimeographed newssheet which we were then pub-
lishing had made a little money, so we played host to the
Americans at breakfast. We served them coffee with
cream, fruit, bread, rice, and steak—surely a fare fit for
a king that time. Their last words to us when they left
us for lloilo that morning were, “Seec you in Manila in
a couple of months. Don’t forget to drop in at head-
quarters.”

At another time, after the sinking of the “Legaspi”
off Mindoro early in the war, seven American survivors
came to town. They still had their Enfield rifles with
them. Tall fellows. I attached myself to one and pumped
him dry of war news. Yes, the Americans would stage
a counter-offensive in a few months and the war would
not last beyond 1942.

It is of common knowledge that newssheets, mimeo-
graphed or printed, were published in many places over the
islands during the occupation. The island of Panay had
quite a number. Their chief function was to bolster the
morale of the inhabitants and counteract false prop d

from many quarters. It is true that the newssheets played
up favorable news for all it was worth, and played down
or suppressed discouraging items. But they did so un-
der the time-honored practice in journalism that it is up
to anybody to treat news in his own way as will serve the
best interests of his readers.

What dire sense of defeatism would have been engen-
Jdered in the hearts of the people had they exactly known
America’s exireme vulnerability and state of unreadiness?
What calamity of morale the people would have suffered
had they understood the truth that Bataan was hanging
by a flimsy thread even as Radio Philippines blared forth
the exploits of Jose Calugas and repeated the cry “Remem-
ber Erlinda!”? The little newssheets, many of which were
published under very trying conditions, did their part in
the war effort.

Our mimeographed daily newssheet, Kalibo War Bul-
letin, was started a few days after December 8, 1941, with
ten-centavo contributions from friends. Later on, we were
swamped with donations including mimeograph inks,
stencils, paper, and petroleum for lights; a mimeograph
mazhine and all radio sets that still worked were placed
at our disposal.

The office of publication stayed up until late at night
and it became the meeting-place of those who cared for
news and wanted to discuss it. The news that Quezon had
left the Philippines for Australia divided the staff into two
camps, on» condemning his flight and the other justifying
it. The question almost snuffed out the life of the publica-

(Continued on page 74)
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Biographical Sketches . . .

(Contivued from page 54)
COMMISSIONER DANIEL FRANCIS CLEARY
Daniel Francis Cleary, one of the two attorney members of the

War Claims Commission, wax preparing himself for the job long
before he knew therc was going to be sach a Governmeni agency.
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Lh he \\mkotl be«.dme the War (, aiims act of 1948, Pul
, 80th Congre: Ax e € ‘man of the Comm on created
bv that Act, it will be up to Cleary and his fellow commissioners
to determine who is and who is not eligible for the benefits b
lic Law 896. The months he =pent anaiyzing the law i
through the varioux stages of the legislative process wili prove to
be beneficial to him carrying out his duties.

Cleary was born in Chicago, Illinois, June 4, 1910 and still ve-
gards the 7th Ward in the Windy City as home. He attended pa-
rochial schools and Loyola Academy, reccived his B.u.hclm of Arts
and Juris Doctor degrees from Loyola Unive:
admitted to the Bur of the State of Illinois.

Y

He subsequently wiis
admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of the United States

and the Di
for the Di
1937, he b

rict of Columbia Courts, including the Court of Appeals
ct of Columbia. Upon admission to the Illinvis Bar m
me a member of the firm of Garvey. Cleary and Doyle.

He remained in the private practice of law until June of 1942 when
st Iieu:«"mnt

he entered the Army Air Forces as a
seven inonths h»,
£ in a variety
his Force caveer as uan instructor in Orlando, Fiorida at the
AAF School of Applied Tac The courses he taughy had lo o,
with airdreme contrai. interception tactics, radio-telephone code »nd
procedure and other subjects quite unrelated to lawyeri The
fact that he had worked his way through colleze and law school
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by putting in 48 hours weekly as night electrician and radio con-
trol tower operator at the Chicago Municipal Airport had a lot to
do with his being able to instruct in those strictly non-legal su
jects. Just as his legislative experience in the Veter: Adminis-
tration tied in with his preseni responsibilities, so did his ten years
of airport experience fit in with this first Air Force assignment.
He has been a member of Local No. 134, International Brotherhcod
of Electrical Workers, A of L, since 1928 and still carries a paid-
up card in that union.

He had his turn at being a commanding officer. In Cleary’s
vase, the outfit was a headquarters squadron of nearly 900 officers
and enlisted men in Orlando. From this assignment he went to
Fort Meade, Md., where he was officer in charge of the Air Force
Reception Station unit. From there he went to Mitchel Field, Long
Island, New York where, as vocational and educational guidance
officer, he established the first separation center in an Air che
hospital.  His work at Mitchel Field was primarily with offi
and enlisted personnel being separted on .account of phy 1
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ability. Then followed two assignments at the AAIY Personnel Dis.
tribution Command at Atlantic City, New Jersey. The first of
these was as Assistant Chief of the Plans Office, the second as
Chief of the Redeployment Branch. Both of these jobs had to do
with planning and carrying out the program of transferring Air
s fic.

Commissioner Cleary is ¢ an Legion, Na-
tional Cathedral Post No. 10, Washington, D. C.,, Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans, Bethesda-Chevy Chase Chapter No. 10, American
Veterans Committee, Washington Chapter No. I.

(Continued on page. 69)
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WHAT P. 1. CHINESE DID FOR DEMOCRACY AND FREEDOM

By VICENTE L. DEL FIERRO
Editor, “The Star Reporter”
Written Exclusively for the MANILA GUARDIAN

There is perhaps no foreign group in tne Philippines,
that has helped more immensely the Allied cause in the
Philippines in the last war than the Chinese who, long
before the Japanese dastardly attacked Pearl Harbor pre-
cipitating the Pacific War, had carried on an unvelenting
psyzhological warfare through their newspapers in Manila,
against the sinister designs of Japanese dream of world
hegemony.
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If a true and comprehensive story of the resistance
to totalitarian aggression in the Philippines is ever writ-
ten in the future, that narrative can not be complete with-
out a chapter or two devoted to the heroic role of he Chi-
nese in the Philippines who not only gave their lives, but
also their fortunes, to democracy, the Allied cause, and tc
kuman dignity and freedom.

It is a part that is spontaneous and without doubt.
something that does credit both to the great nation that
they represent, and the sublime ideal of democracy and
the brotherhood that united the Filipino and the Chinesc
in this country under the Iron heel of the Japanese in-
vaders.

The Chinese in the Philippines had warned of the
peril to the rest of Asia of the Japanese dream of Worlc
hegemony spearheaded by the now historic China Incident
which galvanized the people of old Cathay and solidified
them in a determined effort to drive away the puny bar-
barians of Nippon.

The Chinese, through their civic assoziations and their
newspapers in the Islands, expressed their indignation
against the invasion of their motherland by the Japanese,
by boycotting Japanese goods in the Philippines anc
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throughout all Asia.

Their campaign against Japanese goods was so ef-
fective that at the outbreak of the war, there was hardly
a Chinese tienda in the Philippines handling Nipponese
products. 1t told heavily on the Japanese economic ascen-
dancy in the Philippines.

The plight of the Chinese in their homeland, mean-
while, under the heel of the Co-prosperity conspirators,
was brought home to the Chinese residents in the Philip-
pines by their newspapers, and to the cosmopolitan com-
munity as a whole through the English edition of the Foo-
kien Times, and later, the World Telegraph, a daily pub-
lished by the combined efforts of leading Chinese commer-

cial houses through the Chinese Consulate General, with '

the late Consul General C. Kuangson Young as the publish-
er and Consul K. Y. Mok, as the editor.

We had first hand knowledge of 2!l these facts be-
cause of our connecztion with the Fookicr Times, which

-..
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has survived through the prewar years, wartime, and the
Liberation.

In fact, we were part and parcel of the English edi-
tion before the war, then of the World Telegraph with
Mok and Lim Sian Teck. And even up to this day.

The anti-Japanese feeling among the Chinese, in fact,
was much stronger in the hearts cf the Chincse than in
the hearts of the Filipinos prior to the outbreak of the
Pacific War. And this feeling was deeply intrenched be-
cause of the psychological warfare under the leadership of
Consul General C. Kuangson Young and Consul K. Y. Mok.

In fact, long before the sneak attack on Pearl Har-
bor, both the Chinese Consulate General and the Japan-
ese Consulate General in the Philippines were already car-

" rying on an underground as well as open cconomic war-

fare, to the uneasy ncu!vality of Mr. Quezon’s Common-
wealth government, which had to put up an official front
of zomplete aloofness on the deadly situation, going cven
to the extent of warning both sides that the Philippines
is a friendly country to both.

Thus, when suddenly, the Chinese and the Filipinc
people- found themselves Allies following the attack on
Pearl Harbor, a link was forged between the two peoples
that was to flower into a loyal comradship in arms and
in misery throughout those dark, tragic days.
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The local Japanese never never forgave, and never
forgot.

As soon as Imperial Japanese Army had occupied bla-
nila, they lost no time in rounding up all the leaders of
the Chinese community with Consul General Young at thc
top of the list of scores of Chinese wanted men who werc
destined for internment and later martyrdom.

Hundreds of Ch'rese, business and social leaders, spe-
c¢ially those in the Philippine Chinese General Chamber of
Commerce, like Don Alfonso Z. Sycip, George Dee Sckiat,
Guillermo Dy Buncio, Dy Huanchay, Yu Khe Thai, and
several other well known figures of the prewar Chinesc
community in the Philippines were clamped into concen-
tration zamps and dunccons, and subjected to the mont
abominable forms of torture.

Only a handful of these survived to tell the story of
their tragedy.

Consul Young and Consul Mok have become martyis
to the cause of democracy and freedom. With them were
hundreds of their countrymen.

The other leaders, notably Go Puan Scng, Ko Sent
Liat, and Yang Sepeng, then as now executive secretary
of the Philippine Chinese General Chamber of Commerce,
left Manila even before the Japanese Army entered Ma-
nila, and remained in hiding until the forces of Liberation
came in 1945. Yang and Go stayed in the Ipo hills, living
among the guerrillas and the mountain folk of Bulacan.

Hundreds of Chinese youth, belonging to the boy scout
organizations and other patriotic groups, left with thei

families for the provinces and ecither laid low giving in-
direct aid to the guerrillas, or else actively joining the
undeground.

The records of the US Sixth army showed the va-
liant deeds of these hundreds of Chinese who joined the
guerrillas, and fought s'de by side with the Filipinos and
the Amevicans, in the final assault to regain the Philip-
pines.

These guerrillas fought and died. Many of them sur-
vived. They are with us today. In their usual peaceful
tasks, they are doing their part in the ezonomic rehabili-
tation d upbuilding of the land that has given them hos-
pitality and Lome, and treasuring, in their bosoms, a life-
long memory of their role in fighting for democracy and
human brotherhood.
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(Continued from page 65)
DAVID N. LEWIS

An attorney who stepped into the national spoilight when he
assisted in breaking up the German-American Bund’s Nazi camp
in Suffolk County, New York—thus leading to the eventual prose-
cution and conviction of Fritz Kuhn, erstwhile German-American
fuehrer—today is one of the three members of the War Claims
Commission.

He is David N. Lewis, native New Yorker, recently returned
from Europe where he spent two years in charge of the Litigation
Branch of the Office of Alien Property in Europe, assisting in the
collection of evidence to sustain seizure of German assets in the
United States. The proceeds of such property are now being ap-
plned to the fund from which American ex-pnsnnew of war will
be paid.

Mr. Lewis, who seems to have a knack of getting into things
exciting, started out in life casually enough as one of two children
born to Charles and Josephine Noah Lewis. His father is an at-
torney in New York City. B

David was educated in the local public schools, Cascadilla Prep
and Columbia University, and studied law at the Brooklyn Law
School, graduating 1929 shortiy before the stock market erash.
‘He went into private practice with his father; the firm of Lewis
& Lewis specializing in real estate and corporation law.

In 1932 the firm opened an office in Bay Shore, Long Island,

tunately the “farms” were nothing but wastelands. The racket
caused such a scandal that the State's Attorney’s office investigat-
ed. The prosecutions in which Lewis assisted and the resulting con-
victions did much to discourage other Get-Rich- Quick Walling fords.

Mr. Lewis’ evperience in prosecuting the German-Ames
Bund—and the investigations which led to the trial and convi
of six leading members—convinced him that war was in the offing
50, in 1939, he applied for a commission in the Army. In July of
that year, he became a sccond lieutenant in the Reserves and went
to Mitchell Field, N.Y. Later he was transferred to the First
Fighter Command and was with this outfit when the Japanese at-
tacked Pearl Harbor.

In June of '42 Lewis was promoted to first lieutenant Shortly
after, he requested—and was assigned—to glider pilot school. Af-
ter his graduation six months later as a glider pilot, he was sent
to the Army Intelligence School. Eventually he was assigned to

- the Glider Division as an Intelligence officer.

In 1944 Lewis, then a captain, was given command of a glider
wing in North Africa. He saw action at Anzio; was in the break-
through at Rome, and led a glider wing in the invasion of South-
ern France landing his gliders behind the lines on D Day. He was
also in the breakthrough in the Po Valley. Lewis, promoted to
major in 1045, aiso did rescue work among prisoners of war and
internees. He was one of the crew in the plane that brought out
the Peace Mission from Bolzano, Ttaly, on VE Day. The first Le
heard of Germany’s surrender was while he was flying German

N.Y. Like many attorneys in small ities, Lewis bi

his private practice with county cases. He was attorney for the
Board of Education, West Islip, and served as special assistant to
the State’s Attorney General in investizating and prosecuting elec-
tion frauds. He represented the buyers in the prosecution of un-
scrupulous real estate dealers selling “chicken farms” to the un-
wary who noped to escape the depression the easy way. Unfor-

Republic of the Philippines
Department of Public Works and Communications
BUREAU OF POSTS

Manila
SWORN STATEMENT
(Required by Act No. 2580)

The undersigned, F. Ben Brillantes, publisher of THE
MANILA GUARDIAN published Monthly in English at 501
Samanillo Bldg., Escolta, Manila, after having been duly sworn
in accordance with law, hereby submits the following statement
of ownership, management circulation, etc., which is required
by Act 2580, as amended by Commonwealth Act No. 201:

Name Post-Office Address

Editor, Pedro Padilla 501 Samanillo Bldg.

anaging Editor, Moises T. Guerrero 501 Samanillo Bldg.
Business_Manager, Milagros Romulo 501 Samanillo Bldg.
Owner, F. Ben Brillantes 501 Samanillo Bldg.
Publisher, F. Ben Brillantes 501 Samanillo Bldg.
Printer, Benipayo Press 550 Misericordia
Office of publication, Manila 501 Samanillo Bldg.

In case of publication other than daily, total number of
copies printed and circulated of the last issue dated July, 1949.

1. Sent to paid subscribers .. 3,478
2. Sent to others than paid subscribers . 1,522
Total . 0000

(8gd.) F. BEIJ BRILLANTES

Subscribed and sworn before me this 24th day of October,
1949, at Manila, the affiant exhibiting his Residence Cer-
tlflcate No. A-3930238 issued at Manila, on August 10, 1949

Doc. No. 58 CRISPIN V. BAUTISTA
Page No. 12 Notary Public
Book No. 7 Until December 31, 1950
Series of 1949

(NOTE): — This form is exempt from the payment of do-

cumentary stamp tax.

Compl of: —
“EL AHORRO INSULAR"
Sociedad Mutua de Construccion y Prestamos
543 San Vicente, Manila Tel.: 3-28-46
our
name
stands
for
f these ® ROYAL Fresh Butter
amous ® ROYAL Evaporated Milk
brands ® ROYAL Corned Beef

| ® ROYAL Edam Cheese
| ® PINA Ham & Bacon

| ® PINA  Butter (in tins)

| ® REX Cheddar Cheese

% ® MJB Coffee

o KIKKOMAN Soy Sauce

® CHASE & O’BRIEN confectioneries
| ® LENTHERIC Perfumes

| ® TEACHER’S Scotch Whisky
| ©® DYANSHINE Shoe Polish
® SAPOLIN Paints

1 ® GRAHAM Anaesthesia
1 ® ADEREK  Golds
|
A P ] AN

S

1075-79 R. HIDALGO, MANILA TEL. 3-26-48




Page 70 THE MANILA GUARDIAN

November 30, 1949

military “bras<” back to Allied Headquarters in Italy. Afterwards
he evacuated =ome of the German war criminals to Allied control
in Florence, Tta
In February 1946, Major Lewis was separated from the .er-
vice.  He returned to private practice but in September 1947 ac-
cepted a post in the Alien Prope Custodian’s Offien. Department
of Justice.  Shortly thereafter he wan sent overseas (o take charge
of the Litigation Branch for the APC overseas branch, maintain-
ing headquarters in Berlin and Munich. entually his work took
him all over Furope. In June of this year, he returned to the
States and not long afterwards was appeinted to the War Claims
Commission.
Mr. Tewis holds the Aid Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters;
the DPresidential Unit Citation; the Purple Heart and the Bronze
the latter given to those who participated in the fivst
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CAPAS MEMOIRS

By FERDINAND E. MARCOS

\ HEN 1 REMEMBER the Death March I don't re-

collect 'so much the sufferings of the prisoners on
their way, for they were soldiers meant for death and
pain; but I remember an old woman who was at the win-
dow of the nipa hut, waving at the long stream of un-
kempt, bedraggled and emaciated hulks of men, scorched,
flagged, and driven along the hot summer road. She was
peering into the faces passing by her as if she were look-.
ing for some one. I could see tears profusely falling from
her eyes and 1 could tell why her pose seemed to say: “As
your fathers were before you, my sons, you too are march-
ing in defeat.”

It happened that the Japanese guard halted the column
just when I was in front of her. As the column stopped,
this silver haired old grandmother started to throw at us
small packages wrapped in banana leaves. She was cry-
ing in a quivering voize, “Take these my sons; take them
all and be strong again.” She must have been keeping
them for a grandson whom she could not locate. And we
were her grandson’s comrades.

We knew what would-happen to her, for we had seen
man of the civilians abused and bayoneted for attempting
to give us succor. So we cried to her to stop throwing us
food and to run, run from the yellow demon who was
hastening towards her house. “Run, Lola,” we cried in
Tagalog, “This is enough you have given us. Run for your
life. The conqueror will come and kill you.”

But she kept on throwing the parcels of food, smiling
sorrowfully at us, crying, “Take them all. You are young,
I am an old woman.” The Japanese guard ran up the
house and we could sec his uniformed figure from behind.
We saw him lunge at her and we could feel the sharp bayo-
net thru her breast as she crumpled and disappeared below
the window sill.

We cursed ourselves then for having given up our
arms and with them our manhood. There were some
hardy souls who wished to kill the guards, but the older
men prevailed upon them with the caution: “Just remem-
ber this, just remember this: there will be a time wher
they will pay for all this.”

So T entered Capas, feeling the welcome my country
was extending to me and feeling that I was not worthy
of it.

I entered Capas rather late because of my several at-
tempts to escape. Attempts because I was later appre-
hended and ultimately brought to the Concentration Camp.
Just before 1 reached the gates of the Concentration Camp
we passed through a group of civilians who were trying
to distribute food to the prisoners of war. Among them

. like camagun.

was a good friend-classmate of mine. He did not recog-
nize me. It was then that T took stock of my appearance.
I was unshaved. My hair covered my cars. I was black
1 was clothed in a torn and dirty polo-
shirt which I had nicked on the way. Aad I was thin as
a rail. 1 had weighed 130 pounds before Bataan, T must
have we‘ghed 105 pounds after Bataan.

I entered Capas in the company of Lieutenant Alberto
Quiaoit. who had been platoon commander in the 1st Reg-
ular Division. His platoon had mopped up the enemy in
what was known as the Tu-ul Pocket of the Pilar-Bagac
line. He had gathered some souvenirs. Pictures of some
Japanese officers whom he had killed in personal combat
were still sewn between the linings of his combat field bag.
In the last inspection of our personal belongings inside
Capas. the waning day. He stood slim and straight and
haughty then, even while he was pulled out of our ranks
That was the last 1 saw of him alive. His head, preserved
in_alcohol, was solicitously given to his family by one of
the civilians living close to the Concentration Camp.

We were marched to our quarters at one end of the
Camp. My mouth and throat were so dry I felt T could
not swallow anything. 1 also had extreme difficulty in
breathing. Even the old expedient of sucking my fore-
finger did not moisten my mouth at all.

1 woke up the following morning, the wet grass cold
upon my face, with somebody sharply kicking at my ribs
with his booted toes. It was the guard on duty and he
roughly ordered me back to quarters. I was heart-broken
and indifferent to everybody. I looked up at the guard
and rezognized him as an enlisted man. But strangely I
felt no offenses at his insubordinate and uncomradely at-
titude.

This was to mark my attitude and feeling throughout
my entire stay in the Concentration Camp—heart-broken
and indifferent towards life and pain, cynically amused by
the behaviour of both my comrades and captors; and, then
at times, philosophically resigned about matters I could
not understand.

But this marked the beginning of a long, long strug-
gle against loneliness. 1 felt alone even in that incar-
cerated mass of humanity. There was not a single person
that I knew in the group to which I first belonged, well-
enough on whom to impose for help; so I just lay on in
the dirty floor with all the rest of the sick and wounded
while the minutes slowly rolled by. Because there was no
one who recognized me, there was no friend to help. When
mess call was sounded, 1 would painfully crawl from my
portion of the floor to the kitchen and receive my share
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of the soft-boiled rice. There were times when I did not
have the strength to go to the kitzhen to receive my food.
Hunger was an old acquaintance and it was not hard to
renew friendship with him. Since it didn’t matter much
to me whether I lived or not, I watched the still forms of
my brothers-in-arms, one by one, being taker. out of our
quarters as they passed away.

This scene of all the outraged faith and the suffer-
ings around me was indelibly set in my mind. There was
a little kid of 17 or even less (kid because 1 was 25) who
was beside me. Like me, he had no blanket or towel and
no extra set of clothing. TLike me, he, too, had no friends.
He was so weak that he could not sit up from his bed like
most of us. He was ill with malaria, dysentery. and beri-
beri. He slept. ate and defecated on the two-feet wide
nortion of the floor allocated to him. The flies were con-
tinually coverine his entire bodv. including his onen mouth,

especially after he had relieved himself of the greater por--

tion of the contents of his bowels. Sometimes, when he
was unconscious. his slime and dirt would fall on me. And
J. would also be too weak to bother about cleaning up.

1 di(! not know when my senses began to rebel against
all these, but it was then that 1 began to get interested in
the small incidents that made up my life in camp. Fili-
pinas had welcomed us in spite of the disgrace of our de-
feat in Bataan. But it seemed that although she had
smiled at us through her tears, she would not bind up our
wounds.

Why did she permit all her sons to die like this, 1
kept asking myself. Why didn’t she come to aid her sons
with medicines and doctors? Why did she leave them to
starve and waste away in pain? Perhaps after all, this
defeated Army was not worthy to be saved. And at night
1 would wake up sobbing to myself.

For I did not know that there were doctors and medi-
cines a-plenty. We were never told that foodstuffs were
ready for all of us, .but that the magnanimous victors
denied their entry to camp. It seemed as if the gallant
samurai had decided that this was the righteous vengeance
against those who had fought valiantly. We were told the
medicines were received, but they were distributed among
the Japanese soldiers instead of among the prisoners of
war. We never dreamed that our people were accepting
the disgrace of begging from the Japanese, begging that
we, their sons, might live. At the risk of pride they
begged; but their pleas remained unheard. In our bitter-
ness towards our own people, we never dreamed that there
were many countrymen who were ready to take our place
in gaol that we may be left in liberty to resuscitate and
recover.

£nd so from the indifference of my resignation and
frustration I grew into an awareness of bitterness. The
things that made up camp life came crowding into my
consciousness.

In the uncertain light of the false dawn, 1 would rouse
myself from always fitful slumbers to the clutter of the tin
cans of the water detail. I would lie there staring at the
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ceiling, listening to the hollow and strident din of the “tin
can brigade.” The clash of cans came from all sections of
the camp, those from the farther sections ringing in muf-
fled tones. “Church bells,” I would laugh to myself. And
1 would remember my boyhood in my hometewn where
the church bells used to wake me up in the morning be-
fore the sun was up. 1 would remember how I would go
down to the backyard to catch beetles still sleeping in the
tamarind tree. And how the dew was so crystal-pure on
the soft green of the tamarind leaves. And my thoughts
would jump to Baguio where the chapel bells used to come
in equally muffled tune through the fog of the dawn. And
how I used to walk through the swirling denseness of the
fog, my shoes wet from the grass and the whole world
smelling of pureness and freshness. -

In the urge of my thoughts, 1 would try to rise, strong-
ly and with vigour, but the attempt would exhaust me and
1 would slump back with a grimace. So I went to peeping
through a crack in the wooden wall, at the world outside.

The first time I gazed at the column of moving men.
I was gripped by a feeling of unreality. The figures shuf-
fling in the eerie light looked like be-robed pricsts clashing
cymbals in ironic celebration of death. Death, yes, be-
cause after the cans came the long, long column of still and
silent forms of our comrades that were borne on bamboo
stretchers each upon the shoulders of four men. Every
morning, hundreds upon hundreds of these forms stiffened
into twisted grotesque shapes, moved unendingly to the
widening and lengthening graveyard. ..
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When we “Won”

(Continued from pafe 62)

tion for one group threatened to desert should the other
insist in reflecting its belief in the editorial of that day’s
issue. At last the staff agreed to give Quezon the benefit
of the doubt.

The newssheet splashed the “suicide” of the Japanese
general Homma when the radio announced that he com-
mitted harakiri for failure to get Bataan, in the same room
at the Manila Hotel which General MacArthur used for
his headquarters before the war.

It was funny the way common readers interpreted
news and, in straightening it, the newssheets did their
bit. Readers had a distorted verb sense when they heard
news in the radio. Let us lay it on their hurry to “win”

the war early. A news item, for instance, would read:

“American production of planes would be 5,000 a month by
1945.” Overjoyed readers ignored the sense of futurity
and spread news that American that time produced 5,000
planes a month, adding even that all these would be sent to
the Philippines.

One time in 1943, in our enemy-garrisoned town, the
Japanese military physician saw a big world map on the
wall of the municipal building. He walked up to it, called
the Filipino officials present, and described for them the
war situation. Fighting was in Midway, he told them with-
out wincing at the truth, the Japanese had been driven

back, and in New Guinea the Americans had been able
to make a foothold. The doctor made a motion with his
hand that the Japanese were retreating in those sectors
but that they would soon advance again. The enlight-
ened way he explained the war situation for those who
were in the news blackout differed from that of another
Japanese who had married a native of the place and lived
here for more than twenty years. He always described
how the Japanese had invaded the American mainland and
assured his audience that in two years Hirohito would be
in the White House.

It was not radio puwak when news reached the people

_of Panay that an American submarine had surfaced at Cu-

lasi, Antique, early in 1943. I, for one, would not believe
it at first. But a guerrilla offizer, whose Chinese father
was a neighbor of ours in the mountain hideout, had sent
me a Came! cigarette and ten pieces of cigarette wrapper
to prove it. I could have invited the entire barrio to smeli
the aroma of that single Camel. We knew that American
aid was within smelling distance!

Then in 1943 the first war-time copy of the Reader’s
Digest reached this area by submarine. In it we learned
that America lost two admirals in one-of the battles of
Guadalcanal. The magazine passed from hand to hand in
that barrio.

Yes, American aid had not merely been sighted. It
had come. Not a mere batelship had brought goods to the
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guerrillas. In May, 1944, the guerrillas wanted to con-
vince the inhabitants who were inside the enemy garrison
at Kalibo that the day of liberation was not far off. In a
raid that lasted all night they fired all the new weapons
the submarine brought them—carbines, Thompsons, Ga-
rands, Brownings, etc. Those of us in the garrison who
managed to get out on excuses that convinced the Japanese
sentries saw our first copy of the Free Philippines.

T/5 OLSON: G.L

(Continued from page 42)

It was raining as we drove to camp. I helped him
“pack up,” if you pack up a cot and duffel bag anyway.

T told him that he was welcome to my place anytime;
that I wanted to hear from him again. All the nice words
I could say. I also volunteered to write his CO and his
folks. He was silent most of the time. When finally he
spoke, he didn’t say much, but it cut deep. All the bit-
terness, all the rancor in my heart for his countrymen
were dissipated. “Thank you, sir, for all the kindness.
To serve in your command has been a real pleasure. I
wish I could go on serving under you. Goodbye, sir.”

He snapped into a salute that appeared to me as the
smartest I have ever known.

It was raining hard by now. And the wind was zold.
The impending storm accentuated the loneliness around.

* ¥ ¥

I was to see Myrle months later. This time I had
been transferred to general headquarters in the city. It
was my habit to drive down after office hours to the USO
near Santo Domingo church, buy ice cream and then race
home. Sometimes I reached home with the ice cream
still quite solid, but sometimes it was all liquid. All the
same it was fun racing through the traffic against the dis-
solving qualities of Manila summer. Moreover, the kids
enjoyed the ice cream, race or no race.

One late afternoon, as I was just getting off to a fly-
ing start, a neighboring driver hallooed to me. It was
Myrle all right. He had some girls with him.

It developed that the 37th Division was sent home,
but he lacked the nezessary points and so had to cool his
heels off as in charge of second echelon parts of a motor
unit. While doing so he gathered an additional stripe and,
what was more important, a wife. “With the benefit of
clergy,” he hastened to assure me. As a matter-of-fact,
he was already building a house in Parafiaque. He was
going to stay for good in the country, he said.

I knew that Myrle was the kind of a guy who could
get along well with all kinds of people, but I never thought
he was that good at it.

*Courtesy of
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Three Lives Triumphant
(Continued from page 37)

Sylvia Carrero, Capt. Vicente Gepte, Dr. Amando Ordofiez,
Capt. Jose Moran, Mr. Tito Dans, Miss Abaya herself and
others. Being sick, Mother Stagg was left with another
groun that was removed later. With her were Miss Ester
Belarmino, Mrs. Pauline Costigan-Myer and Thomas Myer.
She rejoined her group at the City Jail.
* * *

The Mock Mass Trial

A mock mass trial took place at Bilibid on August 28
and the sentences were read in Japanese. Nobody knew
the verdict.

On August 30, Miss Abaya saw her friends for the
last time as they were taken away by the Japanese. With
them were Mr. and Mrs. Franco, Mrs. Carrerc, Messrs.
Elizalde, Pirovano, Ozamiz and Serafin Aquino. She never
saw them again alive.

Two days later, that was on September 1, 1944, Miss
Abaya, Pavline Costigan-Myer, and the two Sisters were
transferred to the Correctional Institution at Mandaluyong
and Mr. Dans and others to the New Bilibid Prison at
Muntinghupa.

Before we forget, Sam Boyd and Miss Clara Ruth
Darby were brought to the concentration camp at the San-
to Tomas University where they were iihcrated by Amer-
ican troops on February 3, 1945.

* * *

The intervening months saw more terrorism through-
out the Philippines. The American forces of General Mac-
Arthur were about to land -and he had already warned the
enemy not to commit atrocities in the Islands. But the
warning fell on deaf ears and the brutalities multiplied.
The landing on Leyte on October 20, 1944, did not minimize
the arrests and executions. It rather served as a cue to
intensify the crimes.

* * *

Nothing was heard of Mother Stagg, Dr. Darby and
Miss Wilk. Then all of a sudden, through the testimony
of some Japanese witnesses at a trial of a war criminal
in Manila after liberation, 1t was learned that they had been
executed at the Manila North Cemetery where they were
beheaded and buried in one dugout. In another were in-
terred the remains of Elizalde, Pirovano, Ozamiz and
others.

Through well-known marks, portions of dresses, hair,
dental make-up their remains were finally identified.

Mother Stagg hailed from Califorma.

Dr. Derby, who was nearly 50 years old at the time
of her death, was from the state of Indiana.

Miss Wilk, who was a little over 43 years of age on
her death, was born in La Porte, Indiana.

= x %
Among Us

In the concept of men, Mother Stagg, Dr. Darby and
Miss Wilk are dead—forever. To us whose faith is as
deathless as theirs, they are merely transfigured and, al-
though separated from the lives of living men, they linger
in our memory to guide and inspire us to greater heights
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of devetion to country and of love to God. For that matter.
they abide by us in waiting, silent as love, eternal as hope.

Needless to say, they were happy in their martyrdom
for the people they helped to free with their labors. And
in dying in the manner the cruel enemy had chosen, they
enriched the struggle with their blood and lives. Of each
of them we can also say, “Greater Love hath no man than
He laid down His life for their sake.”

As Christians and as Filipinos, we owe to them much,
if not all, of what we are today, tomorrow and forever!

Our Unknown Envoy . ..
(Continued from page 20)

That with all the work and accomplishments he has
done for his country he is comparatively unknown to his
countrymen is, ironically, the reward of silent labor and
financial saerifice.  His annual salary of P24,000 can only
cover a small fraction of the expenses which a diplomatic

representative of his rank must meet in the world’s most

expensive capital. Hence, he has to dig deep into his
private resources, using his private residence in Wash-
ington as the official seat of the Embassy. For this, he
does not charge the Philippine government a single centavo.

For, all that he is doing to enhance Pkilippine prestige
abroad, Mr. Elizalde seeks nothing in return but merely
the cooperation of every Filiipno. This he intimated to a
missioner in Washington who asked the Ambassador if he
had any message to send. The Filipino diplomat lacon-
ically remarked:

“T hope you will have the opportunity to share your
observations with our people and our Government leaders,
impressing upon them the .importance of avoiding to anta-
gonize or alienate the friendship of the American people
either by deeds, speeches or in the press.”

Letter to a War Widow . ..
(Continued from page 29)
but served. Where they expected 50,000 there came
500,000 which could easily be a million—with proof that
they had served.

It seems to me that slovenly Army work misrepresents
the whole of America. With July 4th so near, it is a sad
farewell, indeed—the Army trying to say it for America
with money they’re reluztant to pay to a people who need
something much more than out and dried compensation.
Or insults.

DE LEON & SONS

MEN’S APPAREL ARTS
OUR SPECJALTIES:-

SUITS

SLACKS

BARONG TAGALOG
TRUBINIZED COLLAR
WIDE-SPREAD COLLAR
ROTC UNIFORMS, ETC.

ROMAN DE LEON
Manager

Ex-Cutter of L. R. AGUINALDO
1871 Azearrage Manila

The Last Days. ..
(Continued from page 25)
lenced by Instinct, Mind surrendered to the embrace of
Flesh, and Hope was blinded and became Chance. To the
very end, to the last extremity, Hope had not deserted the
men of Bataan who, even while Japanese tanks crunched
steadily along the zigzags of Little Baguio, talked wildly
and obstinately of great fleets of American bombers ex-
pected at Mariveles. But even this forlorn fantastic com-
fort was taken from the men of Corregidor. The convoy
was no longer expected; it was no longer believed. And
with the hope of victory, vanished the will to fight. Why
indeed should a man lose his life when nothing was to be

gained?

Patriotism became cautious, skeptical, reasonable, and
becoming reasonable ceased to be Patriotism. The Voice
of Freedom gave desultory news. Propaganda was scru-
tinized soberly by censors who now hesitated to antagonize
the inevitable conqueror. The general staff was now con-
cerned with preserving the morale of its own men than
with undermining the morale of the enemy. Already there
were whispers of mutiny and surrender in the dark cor-
ners where enlisted men sucked hungrily and apprehensive-
ly at their cigarettes and, in the impenetrable blackout, the
vigilant ear could not distinguish the blameless experiment
of the agent provocateur from the sinister blandishments
of the defeatist. But whether one or the other no one
cried out in shocked denunciation. Corrvegidor was silent
and listened and thought curiously. Corregidor knew that
it ‘was beaten, and knowing it, was already beaten.
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