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Immigration

Chinese immigrants during the
past two years were 10,655, emi-
grants 2,000. Nonimmigrants were
28,354, departing 20,272. Limited to
the period covered, 1936-1937, the
Commonwealth’s Chinese population
grew by 8,655 by, way of immigra-
tion. 8,082 by nonimmigrant accre-
tions, a total of 16,737. Women in
the total are 2,581 and men 14,156.

Applied to Chinese, the term im-
migrants embraces children and wives
of Chinese legally resident in the
Commonwealth, merchants, students,
and scientists—all under the sixth
section of the U. S, immigration act
of 1917.

Japanese immigrants during the
past two years were 6,644 emigrants
3,460. Nonimmigrants were 3,448,
departing 3,059. In the period co-
vered, the Commonwealth’s Japanese
population grew by 3,184 by way of
immigration, 389 by nonimmigration
accretions, a total of 3,573. Women
in the total are 707. Limited to im-

migrants alone, the Commonwealth’s
population of Japanese women rose
during the period by 581.

No other immigrations are im-
portant numerically.

Total immigration during the pe-
riod sums 19,065, emigration 5,817,
the difference being 13,248. Of these
13,248 persons, 8,655 were Chinese
and 3,184 were Japanese, a total of
11,839 leaving 1,409 distributed
among all other nationalities of im-
migrants. These data exclude non-
immigrants sojourners in all cases.
Yet by one means or another, prob-
ably thousands of the nonimmigrants
will make shift to remain in the
Commonwealth more or less perman-
ently. Thanks are due the Depart-
ment of Labor for the statistics ar«
ranged in our own tables accimpany-
ing this comment.

Immigration from neighboring
Asiatic countries poses a problem for
the Commonwealth. If limitation or
an approach to exclusion is desired,
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the strength of the Commonwealth:
alone is not enough to enforce such a
policy. It would depend on retention
of American sovereignty, some kind
of continued political association
with the union of the United States.
If this were arranged, Chinese exclu-
sion as now applied—it is seen that
it is not entirely affective, though it
does operate as a tangible restraint—
would continud under the power of
the United States and the increasing
self-resourcefulness of the Common-
wealth to give it better effect.

Japanese immigration would be a
subject of diplomacy between Wash-
ington and Tokio effecting a gentle-
men’s agreement such as the Lan-
sing-Ishii agreement of twenty years
ago that worked very well. While
Japanese are not subject to exclu-
sion, their immigration can be con-
trolled within certain limits because
it is not impossible to bring Tokio to
see that true or not, considerable Ja-
panese immigration into the Com-
monwealth is looked upon with an-
Xious aversion both here and in
Washington.  Moreover, Philippine
farming is now practically closed to
all foreigners by better enforcement
of the public land laws, and com-
merce and industry alone have places
for far fewer immigrants. Nor does
Japan, while America is here, wish to
jeopardize her commerce here by an
arbitrary attitude about immigra-
tion or any other subject.

The Commonwealth could not go so
far, and also, when definitely separ-
ated from the United States would
probably find that country lukewarm
on the subject—one that is notorious-
ly delicate and fraught with possibi-
lities of conflict. While new Pacific-
islands interests of the United Sta-
tes are destined to extend the Com-
monwealth vicarious protection in
the large, details such as immigra-
tion will hardly fall within this scope.
Nor upon, separation will the Com-
monwealth be able to count upon a2
treaty of any kind, involving the
United States, unless America’s tra-
ditional diplomacy has gone haywire
entirely and she is now willing to en-
tangle herself with foreign compacts.
When the Commonwealth thinks of
complete separation from the mother
country, immigration. that might
easily develop to an inundation
should be the first afterthought.




