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They're the Orient’s Roving Podres

THE SOCIETY OF
ST. COLUMBAN

by Faustino Sontos

The world-famous diocese of Brook-
lyn, New York, proved unsatisfying
to Irish born Fother Golvin, There
wos work to be done there but not
the type he wanted that would give
an exit to his pent up energies.
Father Galvin pondered on this mat-
ter ond come out with the answer
thot he knew alone could give him
saotisfoction — work in the for flung
missions of the For East.

Father Golvin lost no time, packed
his belongings ond joined the French
priests in a place neoar Shanghoi.
For five years the ripe field of mission
work left little time for anything else,
It was work from sunrise to sun-
down. Often it wos work ot nights.
It was an immense job for only o
few priests; more were needed ond
they hod batter come soon.

Fother Galvin thought as he worked
among the slums of Shonghaoi‘s back-
yard. He thought as he proyed.
And he knew only one course. He
wos going to go out of China ond
seekk more priests,

Bock ogoin in Irelond Father Gol-
vin called for volunteers gmong the
secular priests for the Ching Mission.
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Convincing wasn’t a tao difficult task
for him. Father Blowick, professor
of Maynaoath College, was interested
and joined the team of Father Galvin.
Together they talked about their
plons — priests for the missions in
the Far East. And as they thaught
and talked a new plan was born.
They *worked harder still till they
sow the result — tha formation of
o new Society dedicated to work in
the missions. They called themselves
the Coalumban Fothers, the Society
taking its name from the Great Irish
missionary, St. Columban. With os-
tonishing rapidity Calumbon houses
ond seminari¢s sprang from all parts
of the United States and., Australia.
There are now over 700 members.
In 1920 the first batch of Colum-
ban priests loanded in Chino ond
wedged inte the heart of the main-
lgnd where the Hu and Yang Tse
Kuang rivers meet, They fanned out
in the territory ance odministered by
the Italian Vicention Fathers, until
further on, a few years later, they
reached Kiangsi Province. But in
1930 the tide of mission work re-
ceived a set-back. The Superior
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of the Columbans and another priest
were murdered by the first Com-
munist regime. For o time it looked
as if the Catholic Faith in Chino
was heoded for defeot.

But the Society still grew on, ond
there was no stopping this avolonche
as its mission work spreod on to
Korea, to Burmg, and the Philippines.
On the north the shodow of the
38th parolle! fell across the Society's
territory. The Communists from
north Koreo kept a hostile eye at
the missionaries, and when the Ko-
reon wor broke ocut five Columban
priests were killed initiolly and three
others taken prisoners.

€orly in the 1920, heovily popu-
loted Molote in Monila fell short of
priests. A stoff wos bodly needed to
administer to large sections of the
population which were being neglect-
ed. Monila’s Archbishop O’'Doherty
sow the donger and forthwith request-
ed for priests from the Columban So-
cietw. In 1929 the first group of
Columbon Fathers set. foot on Phil-
ippine soil ond estoblished their first
mission work in Manila and Lingayen,
Nine yeors loter, 1938, when their
numbers had swelled considerably
Archbishop Hoyes honded to the So-
ciety the Province of Misamis Occi-
dental. . More parishes of Misamis,
then administered by the Jesuits,
were eventually turned over to them
with the recent ordination of nine
priests and the oppointment of
Fother Follen os Superior, Still fur-
ther expaonsion of the Society's mis-
sion come with the addition of Lanao
to the Province of Misomis QOccidentol
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to combine the Prelature of Qzamis.
Forty priests are now assigned to
that areg, and five to Camiguin lost
January.

THE PRELATURE OF OZAMIS

Qzamis City, the seat of the New
Prelature of Qzomis, has a long his-
tory of Christianity. Before 1700,
a smoll colony of Christians had al-
ready settled on what was then Moro
territory. It wags administered by a
Sponish priest, Fr. Ducos, who resided
in lligan. As he had much difficulty
in sailing to Ozamis because of Moaro
pirates he induced the government to
build a fort ar cottas to protect the
Christians, This wos built in 1706,
and since that time the number of
Christians increased. Other towns
along the coust were begun about
the same time, but the people seem
te have clung closely to the cogst-
line. It was not until this century
thot the hinterland was opened up
with the influx of immigrants from
Cebu, Bohol.- and other islands of
the Visayas. _

The parish records of Ozamis City
date back to 1789, and it is interest-
ing to see the gradual growth of
Christianity. From 1840 to 1850
there were a thousand baptisms.

Before the Revolution, the Recol-
lect Fathers labored olong this coast
ond accomplished splendid results.
Following the Revolution however,
came sad days. There were no
priests, and the Aglipayans set up
their churches in every town, [n
many places they tried to take over
Church praperty, but fortunotely were



14

not very successful aos they were op-
posed by the remoining loyal Coth-
olics.

In 1919 the Jesuit fothers re-
turned. Although there wos no resi-
dent priest in ony of the towns,
Fr. Gaobriel Font, 5.). trovelled from
town to town, from barrio to barrio,
boptizing, officioting ot marrioges,
ond preoching. He did heroiec work
until the American Jesuils took over
in 1927. Graduolly the number of
priests increosed, the remoining Coth-
olics were cored for, ond mony were
won back from Aglipayonism.

In 1938 the Columbon Fathers
took over from the Jesuits, starting
with ten priests. They had barely
begun to work when the war broke
out ond they had to taoke to the
hills with their flocks. Although they
were constantly troubled by the Japs
none of them lost their lives ond
they were able to return - to their
parishes ofter the war. he number
of new priests increased with o gen-
eral influx, first from the U.5. ond
then from lreland. High schools were
opened in neorly every porish,

In 1938 Lango wos odded to the
Ceolumban territory. This, of course,
is 0 Moro stronghdld but has a lorge
Catholic population all along the
northern ¢oast from lligan to Kopa-
togon and the new EDCOR settle-
ment. The Moro hove moved back
from the coost and have left the
Christions more or less unmalested.
The increase in the mumber of Chris-
tions in this oreo hos been remark-
aoble — Kolambugon, which from o
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parish having one priest immediately
after the war, has now been divided
into five parishes each with its own
priest,

The tatal poulation of the Prelature
is given as 550,000, Of these, 300,-
000 are Moros and nearly all are in
the Province of Lanao. There are
21 parishes, 16 Catholic high schools
ond three Catholic colleges. With
the priests are also working the
Sisters of St. Columban whe have o
large college in Ozamis City, the
R. V.M. Sisters who have their col-
lege in lligon, and the Franciscon
Missionaries of Mary in QOroquieta.
This year the Maryknall Sisters are
taking over a high school and college
in Qroquieta.

Since the war priests of the So-
ciety have begun' to work in the
Diacese of Bacolod, where there are
now 25 priests, and in the Province
of Zambales which has about 20.

ln Manila a group of Columban
Fothers have now been working for
many years among the student popu-
lation. The Archbishop of Manila
has entrusted to them the Student
Catholic Action. Despite +.the small
number of priests engaged in the
work they have reoped remarkable
results.

in the few years since the wor
the Society in the Philippines has in-
creased in number from o mere
twenty to approximately one hundred
ond fifty. They are now staffing
forty six parishes in areas where
formerly there was acute shortoge
of priests,



