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Hi!} Excellency, 
MANUEL L. QUEZON, 
President of the Philippines, 
Malacafian Palace, Manila. 

'YOUR EXCELLENCY: 

. ' 
Manila, December 29, 1940 

The Committee· w)l.ich you have informally commissioned to draw up a 
Code ·of Ethics submitted last year a. set of basic precepts which were incor
porated in Executive' Order No. 217 issued on August 19, 1939*. The Commit
tee feels that no substantial departure should be made from the basic prin
ciples enunciah;d. While the arrangement may perhaps be rendered more lo
gical and the principles reclassified, expanded arid elaborated, the Committee 
believes that, considering the primary purpose for which .they are intended, it 
is neither necessary nor advisable to change or disturb the form adopted in 
the aforesaid Executive Order. Accordingly, the Committee limited its la
bors to the illustration of the precepts by means of historical instances ClJiled 
from Philippine source:il, and the exposition of 'the object lessons to be derived 
fr.om those examples. It is in this form that the Code is· now presented. Ref
ei·ence to living men and women ~ avoided. 

In the .firm belief that the inculcation of principles enunciated in the Code 
of Ethics is of primary importance to the youth of the land, we recommend 
not only its teaching in our schools, but also the special preparation of teach
ers in this particular ·field. It is· clear that as important as the teaching of 
the Code is the preparation of the teachers for that purpose. The method of 
teaching should also be made objectively practical. 

The life of a nation depends upon . the moral and CIVIC virtues of its ci
tizem;. Now, more than ever, when nations, great and small, are on the verge 
of ·collapse in the grip of relentless forces at work, do we realize this funda
mental truth. It is imperative, therefore, that we renovate our educational 
policy in the direction indicated, giving emphasis to ethical and civic instruc- · 
tion, so that 011r citizenry may not be found wanting in the hour of need. 

I 

We are grieved to inform Your Excellency that death prevented the Hon
orable Teodoro M. Kalaw from taking part in the later and final deliberations 
of the Comn;iittee and signing this communication. 

Very respectfully, 

RAMON AV ANCE:NA, Chairmar{ 
MANUEL ROXAS, Member 
JORGE BOCOBO, Member 
NORBERTO ROMUALDEZ, Member 
JOSE P. LAUREL, Member 

• Published at page 4, Vol I, LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW 
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INTRO·DUCTION 

We are engaged in the gigantic task of na
tion-building in the \nidst of a tronbled and 
bewildered world. So that we may succeed 
in this difficult task, we must forge our 
people into united, patriotic, God-fearing and 
contented 1citizenry; a people inflamed .by a 
single qevotion-devotion to our native land; 
a people inspired by a single will-the will 
to make our coun'try great; and -a people an
imated by a single hope-the hope that the 
Philippines may take her rightful place in 
the family of nations. For this, we need all 
the unselfish love,. all the unflinching cour
age, all the i·eserve wisdom, all the clear 
vision, and all the patient devotion of which 
we are capable. 

A nation, if it is to gi·ow up strong and 
progressive, must be moved by the force of 
its own dynamic moral energy. The ·aeeds 
of moral discipline must be nurtured from 
within, not from without. History teaches 
that the rise and fall of nations depend es
sentially upon the underlying moral strength 
of their citizens. And the frantic . despair 
and the spiritual blackout now experienced 
by many nations of the world a1'e due pri
marily to their failure to' grasp this basic 
fact. 

Character means strength and power and 
will. Character, however, may be true or 
false, right or wrong, good or evil. In any 
case, it is the man of character that moulds 
and shapes the destinies of men and of na
tions, for weal or for woe. Hence, the trans
cendental importance of giving our people 
the proper and correct character training. 
As a man thinks, so will he act; · from re
peated acts, habits arise; and the accumu
lation of habits determines a man's chara~ 
ter. Real character makes a man true to · 
God and to his country, faithful to his con
science and to· his principles, and loyal to 
his fellowmen and to himself. 

A man of good moral character makes the. 
best citizen. He is pure in thought, moder
ate in action, upright in deed, just in judg
ment, and noble in purpose. To form a man 
of true ' character, all the infinite elements 
that make up the man-his intelligence, his 
belief's, his feelings, his emotions, his likes, 
his desires, •and even his fears, his hatreds, 
his prejudices,-all must be control1ed, ad
justed, integrated and developed into a har
monious and well-balanced personality. 

Down through the ages from generation 
to generation there has been handed down 
as a priceless heritage, certain traits of char
acter and norms of conduct which have guid
ed mankind in its never-ending search for 
perfection and self-improvement. The search 
for the better life is as old as the human 
race itself. It is closely intertwined with ' 
the fundamental instinct of self-preservatipn. 
And becau•e man i'S essentially gregarious, 
the rules which he evolved naturally dealt 
with hi~ relations with his fe)lowmen. But 
these rules change with the changing mores 
of the times which are determined in many 
particulars by economic and social factors 
which result from his physical enviro~ment. 
It is the peculiar problem of each generation, 
therefore, to see that the. ruling tPa it'-.3 or 
virtues are strengthened and developed; and 

. that they do not degenerate because of the 
unwholesome modernisms or the undermining 
influence of untried philosophies. It is the 
bounden duty of each generation to so bal
ance and synchronize the stimulation of social 
and economic forces as to avoid the over
development of some factor'S which result in 
the dwal'fting or suppression of others need
ed for healthy growth. 

The Chinese founded their way of life upon 
the five-fold precepts of filial love, loyalty, 
marital fidelity, obedience and sincerity, as 
regulating the relationship ·between parents 
and children; rulers and people; husbands 
and wives; masters and 1.servants; and man 
and friend, respectively, whicli found sanc
tion 1in 'Confucius' rlegative pos:tulation of 
the Golden Rule. BUSHIDO (the way of the 
warrior) implemented ·by Kodo (the way 
of the emperor) produced the type of Jap
anese citizen and soldier who·.se aggressive
ness, tempered by m01·al qualities of Budd
hism and S'hintoism, found consummate ex
pression in deeds of heroism, loyalty and 
patriotism. The classic desig·n for living, 
though it was founded on the same concept 
of duty, did .not fare so well. The glory 
that was Greece, imbued with the, Spartan 
virtues of courage, loyalty, obedience and 
truthfulness, which under Athenian ascend
ancy witnes'sed the apogee of art and cul
ture, finally decayed when the lust for per
sonal comfort oaused the loosening of old lo
yalties among its citizens. The grandeur 
that was E:ome nurtured in the "homely vir-
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tues . of piety, modesty, courage, fortit.ude, 
prudence, honesty and trustworthiness," 
likewi'Se degenerated when its rulers engross
ed in the problems of empire-building and 
the pursuit of material ease, sought to bo)
ster their ·tottering influence by corrupting 
the ~opulace with infamo,us orgies. 

Humanism salvaged · the classic tradition 
which, enriched by Gallic and Anglo-Saxon 
influences, crossed three oceans by different 
routes to the fertile soil of the Philippine's 
which had witnessed the welding of Mah
yan, Sanscrit, and Mandarin culture. We 
do not have to look f.ar, therefore, for the 
moulds upon which to cast the way of life 
which we wish to fashion for our people. 
But the m9uld must be the · democratic life 
which · connotes intelligence, lbve of work, 
self-discipline, moral strength, and capacity 
to ewrcise individual right~ without injur
ing the public welfare or· invading the rights 
of others. 

Tl;e democratic government is often distin 
guished from the dictatorial government in 
its emphasis on the principle that the State 
exists for the individual, i-ather than the 
individual for the State. Modern democra
cie.s, however, find that they must, within 
certain limits, subordinate indivi<fual rights 
to the public welfa1·e, if the individual is to 
con~inue to enjoy the privilege's that only 
democracy is in a position to offer. This 
comp1·omise with the totalitarian principle is 
deemed necessary, so that the modern demo
cracy m_ay 1acquire the much needed efficien
cy and efficacy consistent with the modicum 
of personal liberty without which life would 
not be worth living. The true concept of 
democracy emphasizes not only rights but 
duties as well. The citizen should acquire 
the required balance of liberty and authority 
in his mind through education and personal 
discipline, so that there may be established 
the resultant equilibrium, which means pe.ace 
and order and happiness for all. 

~ Code of Ethic~ designed to formulate a 
way of life for a free people must perforce 
be didactic rather than legislative. It must 
be based on an appeal to reaMn and the con
science and not on any threat of punishment, 
for the sense of right and the force of tra
dition often ' far outweigh the most exacting 
legal sanctions. It is also evident that such 
a code must draw on the history1and culture 
of the people for whose benefit it is pro
mulgated. In our quest for inspiration we 
mu~t teach our people to direct their gaze 
upon our own heroes, our own traditions a!1d 

our own history. The genius of our _past 
must kindle the throbbing mind of the pres
ent and inspire the f~ture with its immor
tal fire. 

This "Code of Ethics" is not to foster exag
gerated nationalism, or ·, to , glorify narrow 
and blind patriotism. Its object is higher, 
purer, nobler. It h; to strengthen the moral 
fiber of our youth; .to keep alive in the, hearts 
of our citizens the value of ethical princi
plee; and ·to proclaim the truth that moral 
discipline is the only sure road t6 national 
greatness. 

Endless days of unremitting toil and un
ceasing vigil lie ahead of our country, for · 
natfonal greatness . never springs fr.om the 
slime of ea:se or self-complacency, but from 
the crucibl~ of grim struggle •and patient 
industry. We shou.ld realize that national 
and individual progress can only be attain
ed through work, more work, and more· hard 
work. But we shall p'rove ourselves equal · 
to the challenge flung against us, though it 
may mean the sacrifice of material comfort 
or personal convenience. 

A nation erected upon the impregnable 
foundation of moral discipline and the indus- ' 
try of its citizens 'sh;lll endure through the 
thundering ages, fo1: . it is a "house" built 
by loving hands, upon a "rock", of which 
posterity may proudly say: "The rains fell , 
and the floods came, and the winds blew, and 
they beat . upon that house, and it fell not: 
for it was founded upon a rock." . (Matt. 
7 :25) 

I 

HAVE. FAITH IN DIVINE PROVI
DENCE THAT GUIDES THE DESTINIES 
OF MEN AND NATIONS. 

Of supreme importance to the life of na
tions and peoples is faith in Divine Provi
dence, Who created and upholds the universe, 
Whose power directs the course of the world, 
and Whose wisdom guides the destinies of 
men and nations. The Christian Bible, the 
Mohammedan' Koran, as well a& the sacred 
books of other reiigions, e.ach have its own 
set of commandment~ for the observance of 
the faithful. All 'Unite in the recognition 
of the existence and in fervid love of God 
by whatever Jlame He is called. The Filipi
nos, even befoi·e the coming of the Spania1:ds, 
believed in one Supreme Being called Bathala 
by the Tagalogs, Laon or Abba by the Visa-
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yans, Akasi by tl1e Zambals, Guguranu by 
the Bicols, and Kabunian by the Ilocanos and 
the Igorots. 

In his enumeration of the Duties of the 
Sons of the People, Ilonifacio ordained: 

"l. Love God with all thy heart. 
'"2. Always bear in mind that ' true love 

of God is love of thy country, and 
that this love is also the true love 
for thy fellowmen." 

Emili~ Jacinta, the brain of the Katipunan , 
in his Liwanag ~t ·Dil,im, said: "God is the 
father of Humanity, •and what a father re
quires of his children is not constant pro
testations of re'spect, fear, and love fol' him, 
but the performance of his mandates." 

Referring to the letter of Rizal . to the 
young women of Malolos, Marcelo H. de! Pi 
lar wrote to the young women of Bulacan .: 
" ... the virtue most acceptable to the Crea-~ 
tor ·consists in perfecting the intelligence 
whi~h He, in His ' infinite love, granted to 
His creatu1·es to serve th'em - as a light upon 
the path of life." 

As a nation, the Filipinos demonstrated 
unity of belief in one Supreme Ruler a1s much 
as oneness of political purpose. The Decla
ration of Philippine Independence at Kawit, 

· Cavite, on Jun~ 12, '1898, called upon " the 
Sup1·eme Judge of the Ull'iverse" as a wit
n~ss and invoked the protec.tion of " Divine 
Providence." The preamble of the Malolos 
Constitution of Janua ry 21, 0 1899, invoked 
the assistance of the "Sovereign Legislator 
of the Universe" for the ·attainment of its 
a ims. And when Mabini exhorted hi•s com
patriots of intransigence, convinced of the 
justice of the Philippine cause, he reminded 
them that "there is a Providence which pun
ishes .the c1·ime of men and nation'S." Our 
Constitution, in establishing a government that 
shall embody the ideals of the Filipino peo
ple, implores "the aid of Divine Providence." 
(Preamble, Constitution.) 

Our Constitution recognizes the freedom of 
religious profession and worship. (Article 
III, section 1, paragraph 7, Constitution.) 
Religious tolerance is necessary so that there 
may be peace among men and nations. And , 
because of the tremendous importance of li:e
ligion as a moral force in the lives of pri
vate individual~ , and with a view to giving 
impetus to .the formation of a ·God-fearing 
citizemy in so far as is compatible with the 
freedom of conscience, our Constitution or
<1ains that churches, buildings and improve
ments used exclusively for religious purposes 
shall be exempt from taxation 1.rt.rticle VI, 

section 14, paragraph 3) and provide·s for 
optional religious instruction in the public · 
schools (Article XIII, section 5 ). 

II 

LOVE YOUR COUNTRY FOR IT IS 
..THE HOME OF YOUR PEOPLE, THE 
SEAT OF YOUR AFFECTIONS, AND 
THE SOURCE OF YOUR HAPPINESS 
AND WELL-BEING. ITS DEFENSE IS 
YOUR PRIMARY 1DUTY. , BE READY 
AT ALL TIMES TO SACRIFICE AND 
DIE FOR IT IF NECESSARY. 

' Love of. country is demonstrated not by 
words but by deeds. It is not an occasional 
virtue to be exhibited now and then, but it 
is a flame that should constantly be kept 
aglow in our hearts. It is unflinching deter-_ 
ruination to 'serve and defend one's country 
at all times and at all costs. 

Applinario Mabini, in his T /'/.te· D ecalogue , 
said: ' 

"Fourt.'1 - Thou shalt love thy country 
after thy God and thy honor and more 
than thyself; for she is the only Paradise 
which God has given thee in this life, the 
only patrimony of thy race, the only in
heritance of thy ancestors, and the only 
hope of thy posterity; because of her, thou 
hast life, love and intere·sts, happiness, 
honor and God. 

"Fi/th-Thou shalt strive for the hap
piness of thy counti-y .before thine own, 
making of her the kingdom of reason, of 
justice, and of labor.: for if she be happy, · 
thou, together with thy family, shalt like
wise be 'happy. 

"Sixth-Thou sha,lt •strive for the inde
pendence of tey country: for only thou 
canst have any real interest in her ad
\!ancement and exaltation, .because h~r in
dependence constitutes thy own liberty; 
her advancement, thy perfection; and her 
exaltation, th y own ,g-lory and fmmortal-
it~ . 

* . 

"Ten.th- Thou 1shalt consider thy coun 
tryman more than thy neighbor; thou 
shalt see in him thy friend, thy brother, 
or at least thy comrade, with whom thou 
art bound by one fate, by the same joys 
and sorrows, and by common aspirations 
and interests." 
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Marcelo H. del Pilar, indomitable champion Pearl of the orient ·seas, our Ellen lost! 
of Filipino liberties, who succeeded Lopez- Gladly now I go to give thee this faded 
Jaena as editor of the La Solidaridad, was life's best, 
forced to flee fr~m the country because ' of And were it brighter, fresher, or more 
religious and political persecution. He suf- blest, 
fered untold privations and died of sfarva·- Still would I give it thee, nor count 
tion in Spain where he continued the fight the cost." 
for reforms. In the hour of his death, his Love of country is best exemplified by the 
last consuming thought was the freedom of self-sacrifice of Marcelo H. de! Pilar, the 
his country. His dying message to his com- undaunted courage of General Gregorio del 
patriots was: "Go ahead with the work and Pila1·, and the sublime self-immolation of Dr. 
seek the happiness and liberty of our dear Jose Rizal. 
country". Service to the country is our inescapable 

General Gregorio de! Pilar's valiant de- obligation "and in the fulfillment of this duty 
fense of Tirad Pass is another example of all citizens may be required by law to render 
heroism and love of country. : B~Fely out of pe1"Sonal military or civil service." (Seetion 2, 
his teens, he had already distinguished him- Article II, Philippine Constitution.) 
self for valor and daring on the field of bat- We are · engaged in the task of nation-

. tle. Called upon to defend Tirad Pass with building. For this purpose we must be united. 
· a handful of ill-equipped soldiers, he wrote , As :Rizal said, ;"The isolated drib of the 
in his diary on the fate:(ul mo\·ning of De- Jn<ri palm is easily broken, but not so the 
cember 2, 1899: "I understand that the task ·broom made of the ribs of the palm bound 
given me is a difficult one. And yet, I feel together." We have one flag, one land, one 
that this is the most glorious moment of my heart, one purpose, one nation ever and for-
life. I do it all ·for my beloved country. No ever. 
sacrifice can be greater." Only eight of his 
brave band of sixty m;n survived, and Gen-
eral Del Pilar perished with the i·est of his 
command, but the advance of the American 
troops was delayed. And in recognition of 
his bravery and heroism, he was buried with 
full military honors by the Americans near 
the spot where he had ' made his last stand. 
The . following valedictory was also found in 

. his diary: "I submit to the terrible fate 
that overwhelms me and my brave men; but I 
am glad to die fighting' for my dear country." 

When Rizal returned to the Philippines in 
1892, he knew that his life was in danger 
and his letter of farewell to his country. 
men, writteIJ. at Hongkong on June 20, 1892, 
which he asked to be published after hi s 
death, i•s an edifying example of self-efface
ment. He said: "Besides, I wish to show 
those who deri°y us patriotism that we know 
how to die for <luty and principle. What ,;,at
ters death, if one dies for what one loves, for 
native land and those dear to one? ... Always 
have I loved our unhappy land, and I am sure 
l shall continue loving it until my last, mo
ment, in case men should pl-ove unju1st to 
me. Life, career, happiness, I am ready to 
s~crifice for it. Whatever be my fate, I 
shall die blessing it and longing ' for the 
dawn of its i·edemption." And on the eve 
of his execution, he wrote his last Farewell 
which begins thus: 

"Farewell, dear Fatherland, clime of 
the sun caress'd. 

III 

RE S P E C T THE CONSTITUTION 
WHICH IS THE EXPRESSION OF YOUR 
SOVEREIGN , W,ILL. THE GOVERN
MENT IS YOUR GOVERNMEN.T. IT HAS 
BEEN ESTABLISHED FOR YOUR SAFE
TY AND WELFARE. OBEY THE LAWS 
AND SEE THAT THEY. ARE OBSERV
ED BY ALL AND THAT PUBLIC OFFI
CIALS COMPLY WITH THEIR DUTIES. 

The Constitution is the expression of the 
•sovereignty of the people. Its primordial aim 
1is the welfare of all . "The welfare of the 
people," in the fiery language of Andres E'D
nif acio, "is the sole purpose of all the gov
ernments on earth , The people is all: blood 
and life, wealth and strength, afl is the peo
ple." 

Reveren~e for law as the expression of the 
popular will is the starting point in a de
mocracy. According to Bonifacio, "He who 
obeys the power conferred by the people obeys 
the people and iden~ifies himself with the will 
of all the citizens that compose. the peqple, 
which identification or accord is n~-cessary 
for the very life of the people." 

The foundation stone of all governments 
is law and order. Without them it would 
be impossible to promote education, impTove 
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the condition of""the masses, protect the poor 
and ignorant against exploitation, and other
wise insure the enjoyment of life, liberty 
and property. And the burden of effective 
law enforcement falls heavily on the citizen 
no less than on the government. For, unless 
the citizen jg imbued with an intelligent con
cept of the supremacy of the law, no gov
ernment, but the most despotic and tyranni
cal, can be expected{ t<:> p1·eserve anB. Jl\aintain 
even' the semblance pf a well-orderd society. 
We should, therefore, .follow the injunction 
of Bonifh.cio, in his enumeration of the Du- , 
ties of the Sons of the People: "Let the acts 
of each, in good government and the per
formance of . his duties, be such as to serve 
as an example to .his neighbor." 

it is not. enough .that a citizen should take 
care that in his daily life he does not violate 
any of the many rules, regulations and or
dinances of the State. He must ' also see that 
the laws are observed by the whole commu
ni~, that the officers of the law attend to 
their enfo1'cement and properly ' perform 
their duties. Pa'Ssive inaction or tolerance 
is worse than actual and fragrant infringe
ment of the law of the land, for in the lat
ter case the law itself provides a remedy 
and administers a corrective measure to the 
erring individual; but the l11w is powerless to 
d~al with that type of citizen who is so want
ing in civic courage that' he allows crime to 
be committed in his presence without even 
lifting a finger to prevent ,its execution, who 
is so lacking in civic pride that he tolerates 
the evils of vice and gllaft in the community, 
without even taking any step. looking towards 
their eradication; who has . such a distorted 
sense of civic values that so long as his selfish 
pmsuits are not molested he does not even give 
a thought to whatever happens to his neigh
bo1"S or to his fellow citizens for that mat
ter, and w-lio .does not care wliether 'here is 
such a thing as "government" or not. 

A public office is a public trust. The be
neficiaries o:t: an established government are 
the people and the people only. The promo
tion of the common good is the guiding prin
ciple of all governmental activities. The 
holding of a public office is not an occasion 
for personal enhancement but is an opportu
nity for p;,blic service. 

Citizens should participate not only in the 
privileges but also in the duties of citizen
ship. They should take a d;rect interest in 
public ai'fairs, participate in the discussion 
of public policies, and exercise a prudent se
lection of the men who will carry out the 
measures for the attainment of the public 

welfarn. In the language of Rizal, "Peoples 
and governments are correlated and comple
mentary; a fatuous government would be an 
anomaly among a righteous people, just as 
corrupt people cannot exist under just rul
ers and wise laws. 'What the peOple are, so 

.. is their governm~nt.'" 

• 
IV. 

PAY YOUR TAXES WILLINGLY AND 
PROMPTLY. CITIZENSHIP IMPLIES 
NOT ONLY RIGHTS BUT ALSO OBLI
GATIONS. 

Taxatio~ is an essential power of govern
ment. Ma.n is a social and political being. 
His nature demands that he live in the Mcie-· 
ty .of his fellowmen. Living in society, how
ever, entails rights \ and duties, among the 
most important of which is the duty of each 
and every citizen to pay his just share in 
the expenses of the government. · We enjoy 
rights and privileges under the p.rotec1jon 
of the established government and we must 
pay the price of that protection. 

Taxes are needed to defray the cost of pub
lic· administration, law enforcement and "dis
pensation of justice; national defense, and 
the promotion of social justice; and other 
important public services • like the promotion 
of education, •agriculture, .trade and indus
try, as well as the construction of needed 
public works and improvements. 

'When the early Filipinos fell under the 
suzerainty of the Malayan empires of Shri
Visaya and Madjapahit and the Chinese Ming 
Dynasty, taxation took the ~Orll! of tribute 
and it was distasteful ·because it was a mark 
of subjection to alien domination. And when 
the Spanish conquistadores came, this fo1·m 
of tribpte wa•s renewed and imposed in the 
guise of "polos y servicios.'' Tax revolts 
were fref!uent which were directed not only 
against the abuses of the tax collectors, but 
also against the principle itself. Whe1·e, 
however, the Filipinos believed that the con
tributions were for their benefit, they r'ead
ily paid their dues. 

When by proclamation of February 8, 1814 
the Governor-General explained that civil 
taxes were eS'Sential in order to defray the 
expenses of the1 g·overnment, taxation proved / 
nevertheless irksome to the Filipinos because 
they did not have representation and hence • 
had no voice iii that government. Taxation 
without i·epresentation in the Spanish Cor-
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tes was one of the causes of our revolution 
against Spain. Under the i-epublican 'sys
tem of government which we have adopted, 
the people, through their authorized repre
sentatives, determine what taxes shall be im
posed and how they shall be collected and 
spent. 

During the period of propaganda ,; hi ch 
preceded the revolution, the nationalist move
ment was given impetus by the monetary 
contribution of public-spirited citizens. When 
it was reported .that Rizal lacked funds to 
enable him to write and publish the sequel 
to hi•s Noli Me Tange.:e, he received aid from 
a voluntary fund raised by his townspeople 
to which even women conb·ibuted their mod-
est rsavings. . 

When the ,!evolution was finally declared , 
people .an over the country generously and 
spontaneously contributed to the support ,of 
the revolutionary governinent and its army. 
The tl'iumph of Filipino arms brought about 
the establishment of the Philippine Republic 
which waSI. likewise supported by popular 
taxation. It is recorded that in 1898, Leo
cadio Valera, then provincial governor of 
Abra, traveled by cart 400 kilometers from 
Ba.ngued to Malolos to personally deliver one 
thousand pesos in silver coins raised by the 
people of Abra as their share of the expen
ses of the revolutionary iovernment. It is 
al'sO recorded that in the same year General 
Jose Ignacio Pawa traveled from the Ca
marines provinces to the revolutionary cap
ital to carry by horseback the fifty thou
sand pieces of silver unselfishly contributed 
by the people, of the J3icol Peninsula. 

We have established an autonomous gov
ernment and by July 4, 1946 we shall be com
pletely independent. We need, more than 
ever, to prove our capacity to place that gov
ernment on a sound economic basis. Thi's 
cannot be achieved unless we contribute our 
just share of the nation's burdens freely and 
without hesitation. 

v. 

SAFEGUARD THE PURITY OF SUF
FRAGE AND ABIDE BY THE DECI
SIONS OF THE MAJORITY. 

Suffrage is one of the most important po
litical rights appertaining to citizenship. If 
exercised with purity and noble purpose, it 
is the security of popular government. On 
the other hand, if perverted or basely sur
rendered by those in whose f hands the law 
has entrusted its safeguard and protection, 

) 

it serves instead to underfiline the entire 
edifice of democratic institutions. 

Suffrage is a public and social duty which 
•should not be neglected. The electors owe 
it to themselves and their government to 
exercise this important political right not 

' only regularly but judiciously. • 
To preserve the integrity of elections, pen

alties for offenses against the ballot have 
been prescribed. No election law can be 
made effective without provisions defining 
·and punishing offenses committed at the 
polls. To curb as much as possible attend
ant evils, our Election Law prescribes se
vere penalties for violations of its provi
sions. Pegal Jaws, however, are not suffi
cient. The people should be conscious of their 
civic responsibility and should e~erci•se "the 
watchful care I and reverential guardianship" 
of their precious right.-

The rule of the majority is the founaation 
stone of democracy, for if this principle of 
majority rule is not respected and honored, 
chaos and revolution will be the· result. Ri
zal demonstrated sportsmanly acquiescence to 
the will of the majority when he separated 
from the La Solidaridad because o~ the op
position of the Madrid Committee of Filipi
nos. So did Mabini when he resigned from 
the Cabinet, during the Philippine-American 
War, when he found out that his policy of 
irreconciliation made futile further negotia
tions with the Americans. His resignation 
as well as that of the other members of his 
Cabinet paved the way for the formation of 
the Paterno Cabinet on May 9, 1899, in which 
predominated the elements in favor of a 
conciliatory attit\lde toward the proclamation 
of the American Commission offering auton
omy to the Filipinos prov.ided they laid 
down their arms. Mabini was only putting 
into practice the democratic theory which 
guided his first act as adviser to E.milio 
Aguinaldo abolishing the dictatorship and· 
transforming the revolutionary government 
into a representative one. In the ~eventh and 
eighth commandments of his True Decalogne, 
Mabini envisioned the implantation of democ
racy in this country based on the free suf
frages of the. people: 

"Seventh-Thou shalt not recognize in 
thy country the authority of any person 
who has not been elected by thee and thy 
countrymen: for authority emanates from 
God, and as God spea~s in the conscience 
of every · man, the person design8.ted and 
proclaimed by the conscience of a whole 
people is the only one who can use true 
authority. 
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"Eighth- Thou shalt strive for a r epub
Hc and never for a mona~chy in thy coun
tr y : for the latter exalts one or several 
families and founds a dynasty; the for
mer • makes a people noble and worthy 
through reason, great through liberty, arid 
prosperous and brilliant through labor." 
If democracies .are to survive, if the free 

and untarnished expression of the popular 
will is to be insured, and if the principle of 
the rule of the majority is to be respected; 
the people must be ready at all time'S to act 
with unceasing vigilance in respect to these 
1·ights, for this is the high price demanded 
of a free people who directs the affairs of 
their government. 

VI. 

LOVE AND RESPECT YOUR PAR
ENTS. IT IS YOUR l>UTY' TO SERVE 
THEM GRATEFULLY AND WELL. ' 

Nobody is more faithful and devoted to us, 
more sensitive of our needs, more generous 
to our failings, than our parents. Like a 
cele'3tial message, filial ·love speaks more 
eloquently than the tongue of man can speak, 
more eloquentl y than the pen of man can 
write. 

Rizal's return to the Philippines in 1892 
was motivated chiefly by his love ·for his 
parents and his family whom he did not wish 
persecuted on his account. He knew that he 
was ' courting death by placing himself at 
the mercy of the Spanish Government in the 
Islands, but he wanted to save hi'S relatives, 
especially his 'aged mother, from humiliation 
and suffering . His letter to his "Beloved 
Parents, Brothers and -Sisters, and Friends," 
dated at Hongkong on June 20, 1892, is in
comparable in its tender regard and solici
tude for his loved ones particularly hi s par
ents. He said: 

"The aff~ction that I have ever pro
fessed for you suggests this step, and 
time alone ca~ tell whether or not it is 
sensible. Their outcome decides things 
by results, but whether that be favorable 
or unfavorable, it may always be said that 
duty urged me, so if I die in doing it, it 
will not matter. 

" I realize how much suffering I have 
caused yo\ 1, still I do not regret what I 
have done. Rather, if I had to begin ove;
again, still I should do just the same, for 
it has been only duty. Gladly do I ex
pose myself' to peril, not as any expia-

. 
tion of misdeeds (for in this matter I be-
lieve myself guiltless of any). but to com
plete my work and myself ·offer th e ex
ample of which I ·have always preached. 

" A man ought to die for duty and h is 
principles. I hold fast to every idea which 
I have advanced as to the condition and 
future . of our country, and shall willingly 
die for it, and even more willingly to pro
cure for you justice and peace. 

"With pleasure, then, I risk life to save 
so many innocent p~r'Sons-so ·many nieces 
and nephews, so many children of friends, 
and children, too, of others . who are not 
even friends-who are suffering on my 
account. What am I? A single man, prac
tically without family, and sufficiently 
undeceived as to life. I have had many 
disappointments and the future before ipe 
is gloomy, and will be gloomy if light does 
not illuminate it, the dawn of a better 
day for my native land. On the other 
hand, there are many individuals, filled 
with hope and ambition, who perhaps all 
might be happy were I dead, . 1nd then I 
hope my enemies would be ·satisfied and 
stop persecuting so many entire'ly inno
cent people. To a certain extent their 
1'atred is justifiable as to myself, and m y 
parents and relatives. 

"Should fate go against me, you will all 
understand that I shall die happy in the 
thought that my death wi.11 end all your 
troubles. Return to our country and ~ay 
you be happy in it. \ 

"Till the last moment of my life I sh~ll 
be thinking of you anc\ wishing you all 
good fortune ·and happine~s: · 

In his letter of farewell to his countrymen 
of the same date, .he said: "I cannot Jive 
knowing that many suffer unjus, persecu
tions on my account. I cannot live seeing 
my brothers and sisters and thefr numerous 
families persecuted like criminals. I prefer 
to face death, and I gladly give my life to 
deliver 'So many innocent people from so un
just a persecution." Previously he had w.rit
ten his parents when he was informed of 
their vicissitudes saying: "I deeply regret 
your misfortunes at Kalamba; but I admire 
you for not .voicing any complaint. Were 
it possible for me to take upon myself ·an 
the pains, all the losses, and leave .you all 
the joys and all the profits, God knows how 
gladly I would do it." And in a letter dated 
June 21, 1892, he addressed himself to Eulo
g io Despujols, then Governor-General of the 
Philippine Islands: " It is a long time now 
that my aged parents, my· relatives, friends 
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and even individuals unkno'wn to me are 
cruelly persecuted on my account, according 

· to them. I now present myself to shoulder 
so many persecutions, to answer the charges 
that it may qe desired to prefer against me, 
in order to put an end to that question so 
bitter to the innocent persons and sad to 
Your Excellency's goverriment, which is in
tere'Sted in being known for its justice." 

· Mabini offered the following testimonial of 
the love wbich his mother bore for hi'm and 
the affectionate rega':d in which he held 
her: ' 

"Thereafter my poor mother began to 
'\'Ork with _true zeal in order to defray the 
cost of my studies. When I began the 
'high school, it occurred to me, influenced 
by the example of my companions, to ask 
my parenw for some nice clothes fo1· 
. Christmas. To please me, my mother sold 
all the coffee she had harvested in the 
barrio of Payapa (Lipa) and 'She person
ally brought me all the money so that I 
might buy what I liked best. ' That mani
festation of abnegation and affection mov
,ed me, so much that I had to desist from 
my desire to buy a costly suit, because I 
was imagining that with that money, she 
was giving me a part of her life an~ of 
her blood. In fact, the excessive work led 
her .to "lhe grave shortly afterwards. 

"Due, pe~·h'ap·s, to my having lived apart 
from the family from childhood by reason 

' of my studies, I was very much loved .by 
my parents and by my maternal grand
mother. My grandmothe1: died a year 
ahead of my mother, when by coincidence 
I was !!pending my vacation with the fam
ily, and from her sickbed she used to 
recommend them every moment not to 
forget to attend to me and to take care 
of my food. My mother always showed 
a serene countenance every time I sepa
rated from her or: account of my studies; 
but one day, when I ha~ just gone home 
from Manila to spend my vacation, I knew 
from an aunt of mine that my mother had 
wept much for my having told her incon
siderately that it was the same to me to 
live near the family or far from it. When 
shortly before she died, she saw her eight 
children whom she was leaving in pover
ty, she begun to cry; but she was reas
sured when I told her that I promised 
to watch over my brother'S and sisters. 
She likewise wept when she saw me aft
er I had been called from Bawan to her 
side during the last days of h.er life. 

" MOTHER , OF MINE : In the midst 
of my misfortunes, your 1nemo1·y is not 
painful to me, beca us~ I am comforted by 
the thought that Fate has spared you the 
sorrow of witnessing them. But, should 
lucky d~y<s come to me unexpectedly, per
haps I would complain against Fate for 
not having allowed you to enjoy my well
being." 

His dedication of his - La Revoluci6n Fili
pina to his mother touches the heart and · 
purifies the emotions with its pathos and no
bility: 

"MOTHER OF MINE :' When still a 
child I told you that I wished to study, to 
please you above everything else, because 
Y(OUr g~Jden dream was to have 'YOUl' Son 
a priest; to be a minister of God was to 
you the greatest honor to• which a man 
could aspire in this world . 

"Seeing that you were too poor to suf
fer the expenses of my 'education, you 
weakeried yourself in working, without 
giving heed to either sun or · rain, until 
you contracted the illness which brought 
you to the grave. 

"Fate has n~t ·wished me to be a priest; 
nevertheles·s, convinced that a true minis
ter of God is not alone he who wears the 
long habiliments, but all those ' who pro
claim His glory by means of good and 
useful service to the greatest possible num
ber of His creatures, I will try to be faith
ful to your wishes while I do not lack 
strength for thi'S end. 

"Wishing to deposit above your tomb a 
crown devised by my own hands, I dedi
cate this little book to your memory; it 

• is poor and unworthy of you, but up to 
this time it is the best c1·own , that the 
inexpert hands of yom· son have been able 
to fashion." · 

An instance of filial love was that de1i1on
strated by little Anita, young daughter of 
Marcelo H. de! Pilar, then just learning her 
alphabet. Del Pilar had written to hi'S wife 
that often he had to pick up cigar stubs from 
the sidewalks of Madrid so that he could 
smoke and thus deceive his hunger; and he 
once stopped writing because he had no. mon
ey with which to buy stamps. As his wife 
wa'S also in dire financial straits, she applied 
to Anita_ who generously part~d with her 
Easter presents to send them to her f.ather. 
This sacrifice of little Anita brought tea1·s 
to the eyes of . Del Pilar. 

That Rizal was willing to die so that his 
parents might find peace; that Mabini should 
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' remain faithful to the memory of hi'• mothe1· 
all his life; and that little ' Anita del rna1· 
should .• give up the presents so dear to her 
childish heart so that her father could · have 
t he necessities of life : all these show th~t 

each and everyone of them, in his or her own 
individual man~er, loved and respected their 
parents. We can do no less, con'3idei-ing the 
sacrifices that our parents have n:iade in our 
behalf. Many are the ·ways in which we 
could serve them and show our gratitude. 
By respeating our eiders and by loving and 
·helping our brothers a nd sisters, we reflect 
honor and credit to our parents. There are 
a thousand and one little things which we 
could do to gladden the hearts of our par
ents and brighten the rema ining · years of 
t heir old age. · 

VII 
VALUE YOUR HONOR AS YOU VAL

·UE YOUR LIFE. POVERTY WITH 
HONOR IS PREFERA'BLE TO WEALTH 
WITH DISHONOR. 

Honor is what prompts a man to strive 
fqr all that is noble, true, , and lofty, in word 
and in deed. It inspires a man to be ' pure 
in thought, faithful to his duties, magnani
mous to those who offend him, and generous 
to his friends. It makers ·a man courteous, 
loyal and true. It never falters when duty 
calls. 

In the words of Emilio Jacinto, "The real 
man is he who, of tried and trusty valor, 
does good, keeps his word, a.nd' is worthy 
and self-respecting." This concept, as he 
embodied in the fifth, sixth, and thirteentl1 
precepts of the Katipunan P1·imer, i•s express
ed by him as follows: _ 

"He whose sentiments are noble prefers 
honor to personal aggrandizement; he 
whose sentiments are perverse prefers per
sonal desires to honor. 

"To a man of honor, his word i1s his 
oath. 

Great and noble is he who al-, 
though born in the woods with no knowl
edge except that of his own native tongue, 

. is pos~essed of good character, is true 
to his word and mindful of his dignity 
and honor; a man who does not oppress 
nor help those who opwess ; a man who 
loves and looks after the welfare of his 
country." 

Rafael Palma showed a ·high concept .of 
honor which transcended his honest and Joy
al service to his people in positions of high 
trust · and major responsibility as the collab-

orator of Manuel L. Quezon and Sergio . Os
mefia in wresting greater Filipino control 
and participation in the Philippine Govern
ment during the ea1'ly years of the Amer
ica,.n regime. After retiring from politi cal 
life as Senator and Secretary of the Inte1·
ior, he engaged in private business which 
'unfortunately failed , and left him in debt. 
He could have evaded responsibiJ.ity by hav
ing himself dec'lared insolvent by judicial 
decree, but with 1 scrupulous i·egard for his 
plighted word he undertook to pay his ob
ligations little by little . from his subsequent 
earnings as publicist and President of the 
University of the Philippines. He died a 
poor man, but his honor he maintained un
sullied to the end of his life. 

Manuel · Araullo, former Chief Justice of 
our Supreme Court, was 'a paragon of in
t~grity. This was manifested not only in the 
way he dispensed justice on the bench with
out fear or favor, but in hi s private · life a·s 
well . He considered it a· point of honor to 
pay not only his debts, but also those of 
his family. When he went to Spain to get 
his degree of doctor of laws, he left his broth
er to administer the estate left by their 
deceased father. Inefficient management · 
sunk the estate in debt and although upon 
his return he devoted his energies in help
ing his brother salvage what remained of 
the estate, a large account incurred by his 
brother in its administration was left pend
ing for many years. In order to preserve 
the good name of his family, he did not hes
itate to assume the obligation or paying the 
debt of the estate little by , little. This in
volved him in extreme .difficultie's but he 
kept his promise to pay. 

Honor is closely associated with ~irtue and 
finds its most sublime exprnssion in def~nse 
of the purity of womanhood. Said Marcelo 
H. del Pilar: " ... Wherever the women are 
virtuous, there vice is timid and dignity pre
dominates-' hi the custom~ of .the people, but 
where the women are frivolous, thern the 
men bear the stamp of immorality, and .neg-
1ect or · contempt of the most .sacred duties 
are -the current thing.'" ' 

Incensed at isolated instances of the vio
lation of Fil~ino women. during the Revolu
tion, Mabini apostrophized: "How are we to 
succeed in making foreigners respect our 
women if we ourselve•s give them example by 
offending against them? Can we, Filipino 
men, possibly aspire to be respectable if our 
women are not respected·? In the traditional 

, nobility of the ancient nations, respect for 
women is conspicuous as the principal vir-
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tue of the fearless and faultless knight, be
cau'Se the habit of protecting the hono1· and 
life of the weak and defenseless is certainly 
an indication of big-heartedness and nobil
ity of soul. And let it be remembered t,\Iat 
this virtue is not a simple necessity of the 
legendary era of romanticism, but one of the 
great necessities of the life of nations, be
cau•se if the woman finds simple i·espect and 
consideration within the sphere in which she 
habitually moves, she soon acquires that sense 
of dignity that saves her from many a weak
ness, which dignity, transmitted to her chil
dren, inspires · them with courage and vigor 
for great undertakings, for acts of hero
ism .. " 

Rizal knew that honor is nurtured by the 
virtue of womanh0od and he minced no words 
in impressing his countrymen with this idea 
in his letter to the young women of Malolos. 
He said: "A peop.Je that res,pects woman, 
like the Filipino people, must know the truth 
of the situation in order to be able to do 
what is expected of it. It seem'S an estab
lished fact that when a young student fall s 
in love, he throws everything to the dogs
knowledge, honor, and money, as if a girl 
could not do anything but sow misfortune. 
The bravest youth becomes a coward when 
he man·ies, and the born coward becomes 
shameles'S, as if he had been waiting to get 
married to show hi s cowardice. The son 
in order to hide his pusillanimity, remem
bers his mother, swallows his wrath, suffers 
his ears to be boxed, obeys' the mo'St fooli sh 
order, and becomes an accomplice to his own 
dishonor. It should be remembered that 
where nobody' flees, there is no pursuer; 
when there is no little fish, there cannot be 
a big one. Why does not a girl require of 
her lover a noble and honored name, a man
ly heart offering protection to her weak
ness, and a high spirit incapable of seeing 
her 'Satisfied with engendering slaves? Let 
her discard all feu, let her behave noblv 
and not deliver her youth to the weak and 
faint-hearted. 'When she is married, she must 
aid her husban~, iTispire him with courage, 
share his perils, refrain from causing him 
worry and sweeten his moments of affliction, 
always remembering that there is no grief 
that a brave heart cannot bear and there is· 
no bitterer inheritance than that of infamy 
and 'Slavery. Open your children's eyes so 
that tthey may jealously guard their honor, 
love their fellow-men and their native land, 
and do their duty. Always imp1·ess upon 
them that they must prefer dying with honor 
to living in dishonor. The women of Sparta 

should serve as· an example in this. 
In the nobility and chivalry of Rizal, Ja

cinto, Del Pilar and Mabini, \Ye learn that 
honor is .as valuable, if not more so, than 
life itself. And in the · sterling integrity of 
Palma and Araullo, the lesson i'S brought 
home to us with telling force that to be poor 
but honorable is a thousand times better than 
amassing all the riches in the world at the 
cost of one's good name. We should strive, 
therefore, to keep our reputation unblemished 
to the end of our days, and ever bear in 
mind that an honore<! name is the most pre
cious legacy which we can leave to our chil
dren and our children's children. "A good 
name is rather to be desired than great rich
es and loving· favor than silver and gold." 

VIII. 

BE TRUTHFUL AND HONEST IN 
THOUGHT AND ACTION. BE JUST 
AND CHARITABLE, COURTEOUS BUT 
DIGNIFIED, IN Y 0 UR · DEALINGS 
WITH YOUR FELLOW-MEN. 

Character is life dominated by principles. 
Truthfulness, honesty, charity, justice and 
courtesy are the · qualities that round up a 
real man or woman. These are the virtue~ 
that giv,e force and worth to the race. 

Be truthful.-We should not only tell the 
truth but we should al•so welcome it. Only 
by knowing the truth are we able to correct 
our defects and shortcomings. Rizal real
ized this in his dedication of hi s Nole Me 
Tangere: 

"TO MY COUNTRY: Recorded in :he 
history of human sufferings is a cancer 
of so malignant a character. that the least 
contact arouses in it the most acute pains. 
Now then, every time, in the midst of 
modern civilization, I have wished to 
evoke thee, now to keep me compapy with 
thy memories, now to compare thee with 
other .countrie'S, so often did thy dear image 
appear to me with a similar social cancer. 

"Desiring thy welfare, which is our 
own, and seeking the best treatment, I 
shall do with thee what the ancients did 
with their · patients: they exposed them 
on the steps of the temple 'So that every 
one who should come to invoke the Deity 
might suggest them a remedy. 

"And to this end, I shall attempt to re
produce faithfully thy condition, without 
considerations; I shall lift a part of the 
veil that cloaks the evil, sacrificing to tryth 
everything, nay self-esteem itself, since, 
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as a ~on of thine, I likewise have th y 
sh6rtcomings and weaknesses." 

In his letter to his friend, Dr. Blumentritt, 
enclosing one of the first copies of the book, 
he said: 

"The novel tells of many things that 
until now have not been touched upon. 
They are so peculiar to ourselves that 
we have been 'Sensitive about them. In 
this book I have attempted what no one 
else seems to have been willing . to do. For 
one thing, 1! have· dared to answer calum
nies that for centu1'ies have been heaped 
upon µs atid our country. I have- written 
cf the social condition of the Philippines 
and of the life of. the Filipinos. I have 
told the truth about our beliefs, our hopes, 
our longings, oUr complaints, and our sor
rows. I have tried to 'Show the difference 
between' real religion and the hypocrisy 
that under its cloak has impo\'erished and 
brutalized us. I have brought out the real 
meaning of the dazzling and deceptive 
words of our countrymen. I have related 
our mistakes, our vices, our faults. I have 
exposed how weakly we accept miseries as 
inevitable. Where there has been reason 
for it, I have given praise. I have not wept 
over our misfortunes , but rather laughed 
at them. 

"No one would want t'o read a book fuU 
of tears, and then, too, laughter is the 
best means of concealing sorrow. 

" The incidents that• I have related are 
all true and have actually occurred." 

In his di ssertation on the character of Ri
zal, Dr. T . H., Pardo de Tavera observed: 

"If . he had not been a fervent disciple 
and inve·stigator of truth, he would nev
er I/ave had all the· beautiful moral qua
lities which we have mentioned and which 
like self-control, constancy, firmness of 
opinion, for example, can not exi'St unless 
one has first worshipped at the shrine of 
truth." 

It is necessary to maintain · a i·eputation 
for truth, because once it is lost or impair
ed it is not easily regained. 

Re honest.-Honesty is always the best pol
icy. Ignacio Villamor, in his Industrious 
Men, mentions Lorenzo Guerrero of Manila 
who "was so honest that he never wished 
to enter into any business which would cast 
the faintest shadow upon his immaculate 
honor. He was so active, so dutiful, that 
at times even if he was indi'Sposed, he gave 
at his home lessons in drawing and paint
ing. He. abandoned them only five days 

before his death which occurred on April 8, 
1904. He was so punctual in the perform
ance of his duties that he made it a point 
to arrive at the house of his pupils five mi
nutes befol'e the le·sson hour. More than 
with words he made use of exemplal'y prac
tice to preach honesty and industry to his 
ohildren." One proof of the moral integrity 
and conscientiousness· of Lorenzo Guerrert(' 
was his refusal to ac~ep_t professional fees ; 
unles·s he had ea1·ned them. Villamor also 
mentions Esteban Villanueva _who, by the use 
of correct measures in his store, was ·able 
to su1·vive in competition with Chinese mer
chants, which success laid the foundation of 
one of the largest fortunes in Vigan, Ilocos 
Sur. 

With l'egard to the good faith and honesty 
of the early Filipinos, a Chinese trader wrote 
in the 14th century that after the Filipi
nos and the traders had agreed upon the 
price, the ,former were allowed to take away 
the goods and to bring their native products 
in exchange later. The traders trusted them 
for they never failed to live up to their stip
ulated bargains. 

B e .iusO and chari table.- In Bonifacio's 
enumeration of the Duties of the Sons of the 
People, the eighth precept enjoin'S: "In so 
far as it is within thy power, share thy 
means with every indigent or unfortunate 
person." The Kartilla of Jacinto went far
thel', its sixth rule being "Defend the op
pressed and fight the oppressor." This theme 
Jacinto elaborated in his essay on Liwanag at 
Dilim (Light and Darkness), under the head
ing Ang Pagibig (Love), a.s follow'S: 

"Of all human sentiments, none is more 
sublime than love-love for the fellow
man. Without it, the peoples would dis
appeal' from the earth and the communi
ties, the associations, and life itself would 
resemble the dry leaves of the tree swept 
a way by the wind. For its sake, the 
greatest deeds are performed and one's 
own life and well-being sacrificed. But 
rascality and fraud reap their harvest un
der the guise of love, hiding their fero
cious selfishness behind an infinitesimal 
~uantity of. charity. 

"The compassion fo1· . our fellow-beings 
who are the victims of misfortune, which 
impels us to 'Share with them what little is 
ours; the solicitude and even boldness 
which we show in the defense of the 
rights of the oppressed, and true charity 
for our fellow-men, from what source do 
they spring but from love ?" 
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Pedro Cui of Cebu was not content w ith 
helping the poor and contributing liberally 
to the cause of the Revolution during his life 
t ime. On his death, he donated one-half of 
hi's fortune valued at 6ne million pesos to 
the Ho~picio de San Jose of Earili, which 
still exists to give refuge, food and cloth
ing to invalid ' natives of Barili, Dumangas, 

-Ronda, Alcantara, Moalboal, Carcar, Aloguin
san, Pinamufigahan, Toledo, Balamban, all of 

1 the province ef Cebu; and to maintain per
manently three fe1lo\vships for poor students 
of both ·sexes ,; ho are · natives of Cebu; one 
in the Cebu Hfgh School, anotller in the Col
lege of Medicine of the University of the 
Philippines, and the other in the School 9f 
Pharmacy of the 'Same Unive1·sity. In the 
University of the · Phjlippines, ,there also ex
ist several scholarships for poor students, 
notable among which are the Limjap scholar
ships in engineering and the , Bailon-De la 
Rama scholarships in medicine and other pro-
fes'Sions. . 

Charity is manifested in kind deeds by men 
whether endowed or not with material wealth. 
In the Katipunan Prime,., we are told that, 
"To do good for some personal motive and 
not because of a true desire to do good is 
not virtue." As Jacinto exp·ressed it, "From 
love and helpfulness for our fellow-men 
spring sincerity and charity, that beautiful 
flower of the heart, that gentle and sweet 
balm of the unfortunate." 

Be oour teous but dignified.- Ignacio Villa
mor said: 

"Courtesy gains all and costs nothing. 
This is a truth especially applicable to 
our country where everything can be ob
tained through politeness; that is, where 
the manner counts far more than the 
strength. Often, good words spoken with • 
kindness convince better than good argu
ment1s uttered with arrogant petulance. 

"Courtesy, politeness, right conduct are 
those acts which make our relations ·with 
our fellow-beings pleasant. They are the 
expressions of good education, and good 
education is just .as essential to the man 
of high position a!s it is to the ordinary 
man as well as to everyone else who lives 
in society." 
It is · simple courtesy and not slavishness 

for the people to show respect and consider
ation for the men whom they themselv~s 
have elevated to high positions in the gov
ernment. As Jacinto tersely puts it, "Do 
not let anyone believe that the equality pro
claimed is contrary ·to the respect due all 
authority governing the people; no, this pre-

eminence, which was created .by the people, 
the people respect; but the representative of 
the authOrity, as a man, is a man just like 
the rest." 

IX. 

LEAD A CLEAN AND FRUGAL LIFE. 
DO NOT INDULGE IN FRIVOLITY OR 
PRETENSE. . BE SIMPLE IN YOUR 
DRESS AND MODEST IN YOUR BE
HAVIOR. 

Cleanlines's is next to .godliness. Life 1 

is more than a gift,-it is a trust which we 
must not ·abuse. We owe it to our 'C1·eator 
to conserve life and that we can do only 
by observing clean habits, both o:l\ mind and 
body. Cleanliness is closely associated with 
frugality. Frugality means the simple . life, 
-both physically and moraily. In its mate
rial a'Spect', it means bodily health · and ~on

servation of wealth and energy. From the 
spiritual standpoint, it means modesty of con
duct, cleanliness of thought and speech, re
finement of taste and behavior. ' 

Rizal amply demonstrated this two fold 
development. When he was a boy he was 
sickly, but his. uncle Manuel developed his 
physique until he had ·a supple body of silk 
and 'steel although he .did not entirely lose 
his somewhat delicate looks, According to 
Retana, "Rizal .altliough slim in build, and 
with an appearance that did not show g'reat 
energy, yet showed extraordinary vigor and 
dexterity. From the time he was a child he 
was given to gymnastics which he perfected 
during his stay Jn Japan. From that time 
on he became some sort of an acrobat and 
daily exercised according to Japanese meth
ods. He was well-to-do but he did not 
waste his time in frivolity, because it would 
undermine not only his health but also his 
character. In comparing him with other 
youths who .went to Europe, Tavera said: 
" The young men who leftl the Philippines t o 
go to Em·ope did. so in compliance· with the 
will of their elders when they undertook · the 
voyage for educational pmposes, or on th'eir 
own initiative when their purpose was to 
see the world and have a good time,. Rizal 
desired to go to ' Europe \n order to educate 
him·self, to become mo1·e useful to his people. 
He was not moved by the wish to have a 
good time .and to enjoy . life." In a letter 
to Mariano Ponce dated at L0ndon, June 27, 
1888, Rizal expressed a •becoming modesty 
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. "";"~ 
when he i;eferred · to the manner in1 which 
he was being idolized eveq by foreigners for 
the publication of his Noli Me Tangere: ," I 
am .not immortal nor invulnerable, and my 
greatest joy would be to see myself eclipse.a 
by a group of my countrymen at the hour 
of my death." He wekomed criticism. In 
another letter to Ponce dated at Hongkong, 
May 23, 1892, wherein he asked to be fur
nished with clippings containing attacks 
again1st him, he s~id.: " .. . for I am interest
ed in knowing what they write against me 
because sometimes tliere al'e truths that 
are profitable. I have always wanted to hear 
attacks because they. improve bim who wish-
es to ~mprove himself." · 

Mabini was thrift and modesty exemplified. 
Raymundo Alindaqa in who'se college Mabini 
taught to partly defray the exl/enses of his 
law 1studies, sPeaks of him thus: "His ex
treme fondnes for study, t~ which he devoted 
himself with edifying earnestness, availing 
with undiminished vigor, of every leisure 
time, by day as well as by night, afforded 
by his duties as aspirrinte de Hacienda and 
as assi•atant professor in my College, filled 
me with admiratfon .. . Never during this 
period of ·time was he seen to take pa1-t in 
games and indecent jokes, or to frequent 
places of dissipation, or to allow the short
comings of others recounte0d in his presence. 
The'se are points which I do not want to 
omit because of the ·brilliant evidence af
forded by them in forming an idea of him." 
Rafael Palma sums up the modesty of Ma
bini and the simplicity of his manners as 
follows: "Ji'e?"emberin_g his humble o'rigin, 
he always preserved a plain modesty and a 
delightful simplicity of manners. Even dUl'
ing the days of hi•s greatest intimacy with 
Aguinaldo, he neither grew conceited nor felt 
the giddiness of the heights. · He appeared 
to his former ·childhood friends with the 
same affability and familiarity of old and he 
never tried to put distance between himself 
and his fellow-man, however humble he .may 
be, by reason of his high position." 

Cayetano S. Arellano, famed Filipino ju
rist, was likewise the embddiment of sim
plicity and mode~ty. He rose from humble 
beginnings to become the first Chief J us
tice of the' Supreme Court of the Philippines 
under the American regime. He entered the 
Colegio de San Juan de Letran at the age 
of five as an ag1·aciado so that he could fin
ish his primary and secondary courses. He 
never indulged ip. exti·avaganCe or frivolity 
though he could well afford the luxuries of 

life in later years. He continued to be si~1-
ple in his dress, and unassuming in his behav
ior. His exemplary moral rectitude , was 
manifested in his spotless private life and 
official conduct. 

Of such a type also was Librada Avelino, 
founder and directress of the Centro E.sco
lar de Senoritas, later Centro Escolar Uni
ve1'Sity, largest and most successful college for 
young women in her time. Ifl w~iting the 
stm-y of her life ber biographers conf~ssed 

that one of their fundamental aims waS "to 
honor in a modest way the life of a woman 
who was herself the very soul of modeaty, 
but who had accomplished so much for her 
people in the field of education." "Here is 
a woman,'.' they said, "without hypocrisies 
and superficialities. Wnile it was the fash
ion of the dal' for ~omen to be timid, to be 
full of sighs ... this little teacher o.f powerful 
eyes and serene countenance remained nat
ural, quiet, and preserved a moral fortitude 
which influenced those with ' whom she came 
in conJ;act. 'She was devoid of all affectation 
in her manners. Neither was she of a showy 
sort of disposition, nor was she a· woman 
fond of1d.isplaying that literary erudition and 
vast cultµre that by right was hers,-a temp
tation hard to resi•st in those d~ys when a 
self-educated woman was considernd a pher 
nomenon, constituting the subject of conver
sation in social circles." 

Frugality and modesty are also conducive 
to 'personal and material well-being. In Ju
lian . Mercado of the eastern coast of Leyte, 
we have an . example of a . simple man who 
built a fortune on a foundation ' of thrift. 
He was a musician when he y.va'S not busy 
as a fisherman. When he finally became 
on~ of the wealthiest men in' his province, 
he never gave up his habits of simplicity 
and moderation. While he sat to eat his 
usual dish of rice and fried dried fish fo1· 
breakfast, some one criticized his e<;onomy. 
"My dear friend," the rich man replied, "it 
i's better to eat that \Vhich is familiar to 
me and which gives me health and strength 
than those delicacies which shorten life and 
energy." Mariano Pamintuan of Pampanga 
who, although' he possessed only the rudi
ments of reading and writing, ca~ie to accu
mulate one of the largest fortunes in his 
province, was so thrifty that in spite of his 
ample mean1S, now and then he would cau
tion his student son: "Don't spend more 
than you can earn." Juan Sison of Pan
gasinan was, because of his thrjft and busi
ness acumen, able to ~onve1:t the •small in-
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heritance which he i·eceived f1·om his par
ents into vast property holdings. He never 
boasted of his riches and with exemplary mod
esty' he presented himself with the same 
eimplicity and poverty to which he was ac-
customed before he became rich. · 

In common with Rizal, Mahini, Arellano, 
and Librada Avelino, we should lead .a life 
of modesty and moderation; and like Julian 
Mercado, Mariano Pamintuan and Juan Si
son, a life of frugality and simplicity. 

x. 
< 

LIVE UP TO . THE NOBLE TRADI
TIONS OF OUR PEOPLE. VENERATE 
T~E MEMORY OF OUR HEROES. 
THEIR LIVES POINT THE WAY TO 
DUTY AND HONOR. · 

A nation will not long endure if it is 
wrought in the midst of foreign and , exotic · 
ideals. Just as a tree will not grow up 
straight, 'strong and luxuriant, unless it is 
native to the soil and air so a nation will 
not assume girth and strength unless its 
roots are planted deep into its own past 
and its soul is nourished by its own tradi
tion's. This does not mean that we should 
r eject everything that is · not Filipino but it 
does mean that we' should discard that 
false concept that everything foreign must 
be good and, therefore, must be imitated. 
We must u'Se discrimination and prudence in 
adopting foreipi models. If we have to fol
low foreign ' patterns, we should blend them 
with our own customs, traditions and ideals, 
purifying them first of .whatever grossness 
or imperfection they may be afflicted with. 

Paraphrasing the language of President Lo
pez of the Federated Government of the Bi
sayas, asserting the authority of the Central 
Government of Malolos in defiance of the 
forces of Ame1~ican occupation on January .'9. 
1899: Filipino nationality is founded on the 
sacred bonds . of blood, customs, ideals and 
common sacrifice·s . 

_ The possession of a common imperishable 
tradition is' the most poten,t of all factors in 
nation-moulding. The essence of nationality 
is sentiment. It is pride and glory in a com
mon inheritance \Vhich strengthens the bonds 
of union. Our national heroe'S embody the 
cha racter and ideals of our country. Their 
memory should thrill us with the spirit of 
emulation. The recollection of their glorious 

deeds should ser ve to r ek indle. in our hear ts 
th e love for freedom. 

The veneration of our heroes implies our 
recognition that in playing their part, they 
did with courage and wisdom what thei r 
patriotic duty dictated them to do; it means 
also that in playing our part we a ssume the 
obligation to do in the light of present con
dition's what our heroes would do if they 
were alive. Each epoch has its own i·e
sponsibilities. It behooves us now to dis
charge ours, with the same honor and dig
nity with which our ~eaders of the past dis
charged theirs. With virility and courage 
and with unswerving resolve, we must safe
guard our magnificent national heritage, for 
our future li~s not in slavish imitations of 
·foreign ideals but in our native qualities, 
and in the "composite voices of our great 
heroes that once trod our soil."• 

XI. 

BE INDUSTRIOUS. BE NOT AFRAID 
OR ASHAMED TO DO MANUAL LA
BOR. PRODUCTIVE TOIL IS CONDU
CIVE TO ECONOMIC SECURITY AND 
ADDS TO THE WEALTH OF THE NA
TION. 

L:fe is work. . Man perfects himself by, 
working. Man reinforces himself by indus
try. Great ends· necessarily demand great 
labor. There is virtue in the spade and 
in the hoe. There is a'S much nobility in 
plowing the field as in writing on philoso
phy. . 

Labor leads the m'ind of men to serious 
things; it sharpens the mind of men by 
study; it inspires manly vigor by exercise 
and discipline; and, it leads to the intense 
cultivation of land, so essential to the life 
of an agricultural nation. By labor, by 
work, by industry, jungles are cleared, bar
ren lands are made to yield, fair fields arise, 
and stately cities born. 

Emilio Jacinto said: 
... Many are ashamed to work, prin

cipally the wealthy, the powerful, and the 
learned who make a vain show of that 
which they style the comforts of life or 
corporal well-being. 

"And they finish in the mire, leading 
a miserable and abject life that tends t o 
bring about the destruction of the human 
race. 
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"Whatever is useful, whatever tends to 
make life easier, that let us support be
cause it is a l'esult well worthy of our 
efforts. 

"He who toils keeps away from , a life 
of disorderly and bad . habits and bore
dom, finds diversion in labor, and be
comes strong, prosperous, and cheerful. 

"God wants .us to . work, because if we 
see ourselves surrounded with all we 
need and swim in abundance, it is the 
result o~ our efforts, hence, without doubt, 
work is neither punishment nor a · penal
ty, but a reward and .blessing bestowed 
by God upon man through the grace of 
his great love." 

Bonifacio said in his -Dnties, of the S ous 
of the People: 

"Diligence in the effort to earn means 
of subsistence is. the genuine love of one's 
self, one's wife, son, daughter, brother 
sister, and compatriot." 

Jose Acosta after many years pf contin
uous hard work was able to acqui1·e large 
tracts of land and leave a legacy which 
constituted one of the biggest fortunes in 
the province of Ilocos Norte. "Work un
ceasingly," he · Was wont to tell lhis chil
dren, "for if a man does not work, the soil 
will produce only weeds and thorns." 

Esteban Manalo of Riza l, who wa:::; ahl <' 
to· eke out a 'competence from the humble 
business of duck-raising, i11ustrated patience, 1 

assidu~ty and love of wol'k . To save what 
he would otherwise have paid for wage:.., 
he did the odd iobs in his business when
ever he could. . More~ver , he employed ' hi s 
stlldent sons during vacations to a ccustom 
them to t~1 e habits of work. 

General Migu"l Malvar of Batangas, famed 
r evolutionary hero, exemplified in his private 
life th e dignity of labor. Said Villamar of 
him: "Since hi s childhood he showed a 
love of work, even going as far as to mow 
grass which he himself carried on his shoul
ders to sell in town. Far from giving him'self 
up to leisure and entertainment during the 
long vacation he employed his time in the 
purchase and sale of articles, the proceeds of 
which he gave to his mother. In order to 
make his occupation more profitable he em
ployed himself in the care of domestic fowls. " 
Such was hi•s industry that after the revolu
tion he devoted himself anew to agriculture 

and commerce with f ervor and enthusiasm 
that he was ahle to leave his children exten
sive farms at the time of his death. 

Dr, Pardo de Tavera offers us the fol 
lowing keen analysis of the Filipino soul : 

"Our very concept of h'appiness in life 
is erroneous: it seems as if we base it on 
the ideal of tranquility, and 0want to con
quer peac~ by always fleeing away from 
the struggle, from all worl< that signifies 
bodily 01· mental exertion. We want a 
carefree life; a livelihood that ,banishes 
away all worries of penury; a tutelar an<l 

. kindly government composed of just and 
wise men into whose hands we can com
mend everything so that they 1nay take 
charge of punishing malefactors, destroy
ing locusts, extinguishing fires, mai.nt~in
ing roads, repairing bridges, training men, 
establishing hospitals, extending railroad 
lines, lowering taxes, improving our con
ditions of · living, chas,tising our enemies, 
and at the same time acquitting us when 
the Penal Code catches us in its toils. 
We also want lucrative sinecures so that 
we may be able to earn more l:emunera
tion with less work. W ~ cannot atta ill 
true welfare by this mode of thinking. The 
dignity, utility and necessity of labor; a 
life of activity for the maintenance of 
intellectual as well as muscular supple
ness, for the conservation of peace and 
order, for t !le increase of our ·material 
welfare, and for the extension of mutual 
help for the benefit of all - these are 
the elements that ought to characterize 
our mentality. " 

Not alone a ·mong the rich ·few, softened 
by luxury and devitalized by idleness, but 
also arnong the poor multitude, resigned to 
a life of misery and want, should the gos
pel of work be taught, and taught hard. W e 
must live by the sweat of our brow. Brain 
and brawn must join together in productive 
enterprise. ~ 

The meagerness of our national wealth 
pl'oduction and national income js <lue to· the 
fact that the Filipinos do not work enough , 
and what is worse, man y Filipinos , do not 
work at all. We sl1ould bear in mind that 
only by hard and sustained work can 'men 
and na~ons live and survive. And in work 
lies our salvation as a people. Indolent peo
ple are doomed to extinction. It is, there
fore , extremely impoitant that we develop 
the natural resources of our land, bring forth 
its hidden powers and wrest from the bowels 
of the, ea'rth the treasures that await the cal -
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loused hands 0£ labor. We should not allo.w 
our muscles to be atrophied by ·· indolence. 
Men are sent to this world not to stand the 
whole day idle, but to go forth to work and 
to l~bor until evening, not the evening• of a 
day only, but the evening of life. 

XII. 

RELY ON YOUR OWN ·EFFORTS FOR 
YOUR PROGRESS 0AND HAPPINESS. 
BE NOT EASILY DISCOURAGED. PER
SEVERE IN THE PURSWT OF YOUR 

. LEGITIMATE AMBITIONS. 

Our life is ·what we make it. If we are 
. to · succeed, it is necessary that we possess 

self-reliance, courage, and perseverance, for 
out of these qualities, new "trength is •born 
which will enable us to overcome adversi
ties and cpnqiter difficulties. _E ven a bend
~d tree finally succeeds in asc~nding .the 
sky and r esisting the winds by its own self
sufficiency. Therefore, trust yourself, be 
courageous, and persevere -in you1· t8.sk. 

Jn the life of Apolinario Mabi~i, we see 
a shining example of the triumph of self
reliance and perseverance over dire poverty 
and physical infirmity. B0orn of poor par
ents, his life wa·s ·a constant struggle against 
untold hardship and suffering. His studies 
were repeatedly interrupted for lack of funds 
and · yet by dint of hard work and sheer 
tenacity and self-denial ! he was able to fin
ish his Jaw course, which though belated, 
was attained ~ith highest honors. IFtiends 
and admirers offered him financial assist
ance during l)is student days but he consist
ently refused theii; proffer . of generosity. H e 
feared that if 'he owed favors to any!iody 
he might be forced later on to do an act 
against his convictions out of gratitude to 
his benefactor. He was thus able to fnain
tain an unshak'eable firmness of purpose and 
singular independence of thought and action 
to the end of bis life. 

Stricken with paralysis in his later years 
which deprived him of the use of both legs, 
his physical handicap did not deter him 
from taking an active part in the r evolu
tion, first as propagandist, then :ts prin 
cipal adviser to General Aguinaldo and lat
er as Secretary of Foreign Affairs and 
Prime Minister of the Revolutionary Cab
inet, which positions he discharged with such 
earnestness and brilliance that he is known 
to this day as the Brains of the Revoiution. 

He was fip~Uy appointed Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court, which office he was not 
able• to assume ,beca,use of the success of 
American arms and the consequent defeat 
of the ephemeral Philippine RepuJ!ic._ 

In his biography of Mabini, Rafael Pal
ma aptly said: " The study of the llfe of 
Mabini a;fords ve1·y important teachings. It 
shows how poverty, far froin being a sign 
of malediction, is a strong stimulus which 
goads a man to improve his condition; how 
labo1· and study contribute t o the formation 
of charncter, open to a man all the opportu
nities to rise and reach the heights, and help 
him maintain himself with digri\ty in any 
Teverse of \fortune, whether it be lucky or 
unlucky; how perseverance and determination 
win over difficulties and obstaclell, and how 
success in all cases is the i·eward of con
sistency, perseverance and firmness , of de
termination." 

Teodoro M. Kalaw said the following of 
Mabini: "Agree with m:i in that a ' great 
part of his life was a life of poverty, of 
sufferings and of abnegations. The inspira
tion of a poet would find (in it) a theme 
for an elegy. Rarely would the fragic pic
ture of pain be found hovering above man 
and endeavoring to dominate the vision of 
his future. Rarely would privation be found 
intimately connected with sickness, until it 
ends in a horrible death. But agree with 
·me also in that poverty of origin and life's 
misfortune'S were 1 not insurmountable ob,.. 
stacles to the . attainment of that humal) great
ness, that extraordinary frame of mind, that 
we admire in Mabini. Mabini triumphed 
over his century, and he triumphed not only ' 
as a patriot a11d statesman, but as a man 
as well. Fate persecuted him ·from his birth 
and he triumphed against Fate. Through 
his own efforts, he made a career, by fight
ing against such obstacles, a thing which 
few in the world would · have been able to 
do. He was a real self-niade m~n.". 

Ignacio Villamar was ,another youth who 
rose from obscure poverty to positions of 
honor and 1·esponsibility in three distinct 
epochs of Philippine history, namely : the 
Spanisl\ regime, the Philippine r egime, and 
the American occupation. BecaUse his par
ents lacked the means to defray his edu
cation, he enrolled in the Seminary of Vi
gan, Ilocos Sur, as an ag'raciado. In the 
Colegio de San Juan de · Letran at Manila 
he worked his way' first by helping his ca
sera in her household and religious duties 
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in exchange for free boa1·d and lodging and 
later as capista in the college. Before the 
advent of the revolution he had already 
founded two schools. Then, he became a 
member of the Malolos Congress represent
ing Abra and was one of the founders of 
the Universidad Literaria de Malolos. Dur
ing the American regime . he helped Enrique 
Mendiola found the Liceo de Manila. After
wards he was appointed President of the 
University of the Phifippines, and later As
sociate Justice of the Supreme Court. In 
his book on lndu?trions Men which he dedi
cated to the youth of the land, he left us 
a legacy in the form of biographies of illus 
trious Filipinos who overcame poverty and 
ignorance through the sheer force of self
reliance, thrift, indush'y and perseverance. 
Worthy of emulation is the example of one 
of these men, Mariano Pan1intuan, whose 
advice to the youth is "Don't ask another 
for what you need; get "it you'rself." 

Self-reliance was tlie gospel of the Revo
lution. In a desperate but prophetic mood, 
when he had given up hope of the mother 
country ever initiating reforms to ameliorate 
conditions in the Philippines, Graciano Lopez
J aena, reformist turned revolutionist, wrote 
from Madrid to Rizal at Berlin on March 
16, 1887: "We ~ee, therefore, that we have 
nothing to expect from tM powers that be ; 
we have to rely upon ourselves alone for 
our own p~·ogress and regeneration.11 

If self-reliance was the shibboleth of the 
revolution, its twin-virtue, perseveral\ce, was 
the slogan of the period 9f propaganda which 
preceqed the " revolution. Marcelo H. de! 
Pilar, speaking for the intrepid group of 
reformists which· Rizal and he headed, said: 
"Let us not hesitate even if we meet bar
riers and thorns on the way. What are 
these little inconveniences compared to the 
great misfor.tune of our country?" 

The life of_, Rizal was the consummate 
flower of the virtue o.f perseverance, just as 
the life of Mabini• was the quintessence of 
the virtue '?f self-reliance. Villamor said: 
"Dr. Rizal, like all great' men, found his 
way strewn with difficulties and obstacles. 
But such difficulties were the touchstone of 
his character. We might almost say that 
he was born thinking of a country, that he 
studied and labored to make 1a country, and 
that he died in order to g ive life to a coun
try. His difficulties and sufferings stim
ulated his pi rseverance, and the many ob 
stacles which he encountered along his way 

stirred up his ene1·gy and fortified his char
acter. In this way he was able to com
plete his two literary works which gave him 
universal renown. And this is because .in 
persons of good disposition, sufferings tem
per their character and give l'ise to profound 
and elevated thoughts. As there are flow
ers which need to be distilled in order that 
they may give out their most delicate frag
rance, there are also individuals who must 
undergo some grueling test in order to a1·ouse 
everything good that they have in them. 
Some Filipinos, apparently useless and with• 
out resolution, when placed in some difficult 
and responsible positions, have shown 
strength of character, ability, courage and 
abnegation which were never before seen in 
them. Anil it is because trying experiences 
bring forth thir latent virtues and reveal 
their hidden qualities. His fortitude and de
termination is shown in the following eval
uation of his character by Dr. ~ardo de . Ta
vera: 'He submitted to the inevitable, and 
upon thinking that all that he was doing 
was leading him straight towards death, he 
smiled according to his custom,' reflecting 
that all roads lead to death and that no
body can say how he shall die, but that 
everybody must decide how and for what 
he shall live.' " 

Self-reliance is incompatible with the idea 
of seeking progress or triufuph through .pro
tection or i·ecommendation. 

The examples of Ri·zal and Mabini amply 
show that difficulties are no obstacle to the 
realization of our legitimate ambition1s if 
we persist and try hard enoug.h. They re
mained hopeful and brav~ in the face of 
great difficulties. As Mabini · said: "A 
high ideal whatever it may be, a lthough dif
fic ult of attainment, may be realized through 
constant endeavor and honest effort." 

The Creator has endowed each and every
one of us with certain aptitudes and these 
we should develop to the limit of our abil
ities, seeing that upon ourselvesr alone de~ 
pend our own progress and advancement in 
life. Let us seek inspiration from Mabini's 
injunction in his True Decalogue: 

"Third--Thou shalt cultivate the special 
gifts which God has granted thee, work
ing and studying according to thy ability, 
never leaving the path of righteousness 
and justice, in order to attain thy own 
perfection, by means whereof thou shalt 
contribute to the progress of humanity; 
thus shalt thou fulfill the mission to 
which God has appointed thee in this life, 
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and by so doing, thou shalt be honored, 
and being honored, thou shalt glorify God;" 

xur. 

DO YOUR WORK CHEERFULLY, 
THOROUGHLY, AND WELL. WORK 
BADLY DONE IS WORSE THAN WORK 
UNDONE. DO NOT LEAVE FOR TO
MORROW WHAT YOU <;AN DO TO
DAY. 

A nation of energstic and busy people, 
a people :working cheerfully and thornughly, 
all shoulders to the wheel, with muscles 
swelling, with hearts pounding, a people find
ing in work the consummation of all their 
hopes and all their desires, a people who 
considers a auty well done as its own suf
ficient rewa.rd, is a nation destined, under 

, God, to be great and strong. 
The fom·th precept of" the Duties of the 

S ons of the Peovle prepared by Bonifacio 
tells us that: 

"Calmness, constancy, !'Cason, and faith 
in all wo1·k and actions cro\vn eve1·y good 

desire with success." 
And in the seventh rule of Kativunan 

Primer prepared by Jacinto, we fi~d the 
following injunction: 

"Do not squander thne; lost riches cai~ 
be recovered; but time lost can not be re
gained." 

Rizal exemplified these virtues to no mean 
degree in his passion for industry, thorough
ness and determination to finish any work he 

, had set out to accomplish. His advice to 
Madano Ponce in a letter dated June 27 , 
1888, from London epitolnizes his idealism 
in this respect: , 

" The fact that you have had little suc
cess in the newspapers does not mean 
that you may not be of any use as a 
writer. Not all of us are newspapermen, 
nor were ·horn newspapermen, and not all 
litera1·y men a1·e newspapermen. I take 
it that the question of wTiting with more 
or less literature is a secondary thing; the 
principal thing is to think and feel 
straight, work for a goal, and the pen 
will take charge of transmitting it. The 
principal thing that should be required 
of a IF'ilipino of our generation is not 
to be literary, but to be a good man, a 
good citizen who may help with his head, 
with his heart and, if need be, with his 
arms in the progress of his country. With . 

the head and with the heart, 'we can and 
should work always; with the arms, when 
the moment arrives. Now the principal 
instrument of the heart and of the head is 
the pen; others prefer the painter's brush, 
still others choose the chisel. I prefer 
the pen. Now, the instrument may not 
be to us the primal object. Sometimes 
with a bad one, say the Philippine bolo, 
great deeds are accomplished. Sometimes 
with a bad literature great b:uths may be 
stated." 

In another letter to Ponce, dated at Lon
don, October 12, 1888, he revealed that upon 
being offered the opportunity to direct ~ 
newspaper to carry on the Filipino propa
ganda in Spain, he had to prepa1·e himself 
by studying day and night in order to be 
better able -to discharge his new i·esponsi
bility. H~ said: 

"Wi~h respect to the newspaper, I am 
very grateful for your wish, -but I am af
ready engaged, or somewhat , to manage 
one. ' Now I am devoting myself night and 
day to certain studies, for I should not 
want to manage any paper without ha'ving 
certain knowledge of the country, its his
tory~ its ad'ministra..tion, because, as I un
derstand, we 'shall have to fight much, 
and it would be nice to fight and defeat 
the enemy. For this, I shall have much 
use for the very rich collection of the 
British Museum, a collection that is not 
found anywhere else, for which reason I 
shall still remain here for a long time. 
From here it is easy for me to go to Bel
gium, Sweden and Norway, by way of 
Holland, Germany and Denmark." · 

Acco1·ding to a Tagalog parable which Ri-
zal quoted in a letter - written in Europe 
sometime in October, 1891, "'runay at ma
sama ang p~nahon, paYat allg lupa, maba
lang, mabagy6 at inililipad fig haiigin ang 
tanim, ii.guni at sa kaiiii.gat ay may palos na 
matutuklasan." (It is true that the weather 
is bad, the land is ·barren, lhere are many 
locusts, it is stormy, a;,d' the plants are 
being c_arried by the win~; but if. the field 
is well prepared, an eel \ is usually found in 
jt.) Rizal also had occasion to quote the 
English adage, "Do not leave for tomorrow 
what you can do today," in a letter to Fer
dinand Blumentritt dated at Brussels, July 
5, 1890, by way of advertence •to the Span
ish government to immediately ·effect re
forms in the administration 'of tne Philippines 
before it was too late. 
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Marcelo H. de! Pilar was also a mod<;! of 
indefatigable energy and industry. Fdrced 
to seek sanctuary in Spain from 'POiitical ' 
and i·eligious persecution in his native land, 
without means and thrown upon the generos
ity of his friends he rolled up his sleeves and 
cheerfully . braced himself for the task that 
was to bring him to an early grave. With 
indo'mitable courage and tenacity, he. faced 
every difficulty on his way to carry out 
his mission of propaganda against the abuse, 
tyranny and conuption of the Spanish ad- · 
ministration in the P·hilippi;ies. He never 
knew the meaning of p~ocrastlnation and he 
never missed -any opportunity to harass . the 
enemies of his country with hls stinging wit 
and lashing satire. According to a biograpber, 
if all his articles, essays and monographs, 
whether publislied independently or scatter
ed throughout the newspapers and reviews, 
were gathered together and published in one 
collection, "they would "make 'at least five 
or six volumes in quarto, of 400 pag-es each, 
and would have no equal in the Philippine 
bibliography. so far as wealth of local and 
international infor:rhation and serenity and 
fea1·lessness in journalistic controversy are 
concerned." 

When Edilberto Evangelista arrived in 
t lie Philippines after finishing the civil en
gineering course in the Ulllversity of Gh7nt, 
the revolution was already in progre'ss and 
he lost no time in offering his services to 
General Aguinaldo. He plunged into the 
work assigned to him with such ze;t that 
he was soon promoted to the rank of Gener
al and placed in command of th~ Engineer 
Corps. In the words of a Spanish writer, 
"he conceived the daring ente1·prise of con
verting the defenses of Cavite into a single 
l'edoubt." He built several trenches in dif
ferent places but he was not able to carry hi•s 
plans to completion because he fell heroically 
at the battle of Zapote Bridge on February 
17, 1897. But the trench which he built at 
Binakayan which was three meters wide !'Ind 
one kilometer long attesteq, to ,his military 
engineering skill. The Spanisb Army was 
repulsed here with great losses on November 
9, 1896, and when the f~rtificatio,;_ finally fell 
into the hands of the enemy after the death 
of Evangelista, the Spanish general after 
examining it exclaimed; "I am satisfied; be
cause if I did not conquer it then (referring 
to the attack of iNovember 9th last), I. un
derstand that it is one of those that would 
check any army." His death was a great 
loss to the revolutionary army which suf
fered terrible reverses thereafter. 

The !Filipino priests who strove for the 
secularization of the clergy, which struggle 
incidentally furllished one of the impelling 
motivati,ons of the revolution, were charac
terized by their zeal and enthusiasm in th~ir 
patriotic work. Worthy of special mention 
was the initiator of the movement, Dr, Pedro 
Pelaez. His supreme obsession was the Fili
pinization of the local clergy and when •he 
died in the earthquake of June 3, 1863, Dr. 
Jose Burgos carried on his work. As learned 
as his predecessor, D1-. . Burgos carried the 
campaign th1·ough the columns of the La 
Discusi6n, a newspaper published by the Re
.gidor brothers. He disdained half-way meas
ures and in br.inging the issue to public no\ 
tice he was even accused of injecting poli
tics into a purely ecclesiastical affair. ·The 
enemies of the cause could not rest easy un
der the tirade of Dr. Burgos' brilliant logic 
·until the Cavite Revolt of 1872 furnished the 
flimsy excuse for liis execution together 
with Fath~rs Mariano Gomez and Jacinto Za
mora. 

That these classic examples of Fili
pino initiative, enterprise and loyalty_ to du
ty may not lapse into futility, it behooves 
us present-day Filipinos to cultivate these vir
tties not only for our personal advancement 
but for the progress and prosperity of our 
fatherfand as well. Wjthout the will to 
work, indu•.stry degenerates into drudgery and 
is no better than slavery. Only by adopt
ing a correct attitude towards our work and 
giving ourselves wholeheartedly to the proper 
fulfillment of our duties shall we be able to 
give full play to whatever talent is given 
us and justify our existence in this world. 
In the words of Emilio Jacinto, "Work is 
a gift to humanity; because it awakens and 
gives vigor to intellectual power, will, 'and 
body, which are indispensable for progress in 
life." 

XIV 

CONTRIBUTE TO THE WELFARE OF 
YOUR COMMUNITY AND PROMOTE 
SOCIAL JUSTICE. YOU DO NOT LIVE 
FOR YOURSELVES AND YOUR FAMI
LIES A,LONE. YOU ARE A PART OF 
SOCIETY TO WHICH YOU OWE DEF
INITE ~ESPONSIBILITIES. 

The individual lives not for himself and 
for his family alone. His life is a communi
ty life. He has, therefore, larger interests 
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to serve. He should take interest in the 
affairs of his government and of the com
munity in which he lives. · Civic conscience 
is a feeling of responsibility, courage and 
pride. E:izal said "Man's object is not to 
satisfy the passions of another man; the ob
ject is to seek ha-ppiness for himself and 
his kind by following the road of progress 
and perfection." 

Our Constitution ordains the ''promo
, tion of social justice to insure the well
being and economic security of all th.e peo
ple." (Sec. 5, A1·t. II, Constitution.) So
cial justice is a vital principle in 'human 
relationship. It implies square deal and 
fairness . in our social and economic rela
tions with our fellowmen. It means human 
sympathy and concern for the welfare of 
others. It is against exploitation, oppres-
sion1, extortion or plunder. · . 

Luis R. Yangco shared his profits with 
his employees in addition to giving them reg
ular 'Salaries. The Reverend Valeriano Ma
labanan, beloved teacher of Mabini, who left 
a legacy of cultured and useful citizens to 
his country, admitted poor students to ~iis 

school free of charge. In the administra
tion of the Centro Escolar, Lib1·ada Avelino 
established a reputation for boundless gen
erosity by contribuJ;ing out ' of her personal 
funds to the education of poor but deserv
ing students. 

It is our duty to help in the promotion of 
social justice so that every Filipjno may 
have the opportunity to acquire, through 
toil, his necessities in food, clothing and 
shelter, together with reasonable com
forts, and a leisure which will permit cul
tural self-improvement and a participation 
in the blessings of an enlightened , civiliza
t ion. 

xv 

CULTIVATE THE HABIT OF USING 
GOODS MADE IN THE PHILIPPINES. 
PATRONIZE THE PRODUCTS AND 
TRADES OF YOUR COUNTRYMEN. 

It is important that we develop ~ur local 
industries with the aim in view of diminish
ing our imports, retaining our wealth with
i1n the confines of our country and increas
ing the earning capacity of our people. En
terprising men and women have heeded this 

call to develop domestic production, and as 
a result, factories have sprung up fa our 

1 towns, and even in the barrios we witness 
. the expansion of household industries. But 
unless we patronize their products, the ef
forts of these men and women are doomed 
to failure. We should coopei-ate in the 
building up of our national economy and 
where we can not actively produce we should 
at least, as 1 a matter of patriotic duty, buy 
locally-made products in preference to im-

. ported' goods. 

... 
Roman Ongpin, whose love for things Fil-

ipfoo was ·so ardent that throughout 'his 
~vh~le lifetime he wore no other garment 
than the 'simple barong' tagalog, on his death
bed asked his children to dress his body 
in Filipino apparel. Lorenzo Guerrero was 
required to wear a European coat on the 
occasion of the award to him by the Span
ish Government, of the medal of civil merit 
for services rendered during the cholera epi
demic of 1882, but he declined to obey the 
order, saying: "Let them pin the medal 
on my pechem (Filipino dress). Why, isn't 
my !Filipino .shirt worthy to wear a medal 
as any European coat?" 

Rizal realized the necessity of patron
izing the trades of our countrymen as a 
means of insul'ing 10ur econo"mic advance
ment. During his exile at Dapitan, in or
der to. supplement his medical practice which, 
although extensive., was not remunerative 
enough because most of his patients were 
poor, he established a co1nmercial house for 
the purpose of offering competition to the 
Chinese who monopolized the i·etail trade in 
Mindanao as elsewhere in the Philpipines. 
His letter to Blumefitritt, dated August 29 , 
J 894, describes his venture as follows: 

"Here I )have become half physician, 
half merchant. I have fol!nded a commer
cial firm 'here. I have taught the poor 
inhabitants of Mindanao to unite and en
gage in commerce so that they may be
come independent a:nd free themselves 
from the Ohine'Se and thus be less exploit
ed. But I have to talk much to the local 
Governor who, in spite of being a good 
man, is, however, in favor of the Chinese. 
and he prefers the Mongols to the inhab
itants of Mindanao. Fortunately, ' the 
company is prospe1·ing; we gain some
thing, and the poor people of Dapitan 
become active and contented." 
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The problem which confronted Rizal ' still · 
confronts us today. His attempt to break 
foreign monopoly of local trade may be re
garded as the foq•runner of the producers 
and consumer; cooperatives now being or
ganized by the Government all over the coun
try. The elimination of middlemen, wheth
er supported by domestic or foreign capital, 
will banish profiteering and thus insure to 
our farmers :and artisans adequate return 
for their, products and services and give to 
our · consumers maXimum purchasing ,pow
er. 

This is neither unprincipled self ishness nor 
vain idealism. It is nothing less than an 
enlightened mode of self preservation. Char
ity begins at home and we .should first set 
our house in order before we think of help
ing strangers stand on 1 their own feet. We 
sI10uld, ther efore, cultivate foreign trade only 
insofar as our products~ mhy be exchanged 
for goods which we cannot produce locally. 

We are already producing ,locally-manu
factured t extiles, embroidery, hats, shirts, 
ties, shoes, slippers, cosmetics, cigarettes, 
canned goods, foodstuffs, toys, paper, office , 
and school supplies, ceramics, building mate-, 
rial s, kitchen utensils, and various househo1d 
gadgets which we used to import before in 
large quantities. - Our e~tensive and con
tinued patronage of these local products will 
help bolster our infant industries ' and lead 
to national economic self-sufficiency. We 
would thus contribute in a large measure 
to the economic stability of our people and 
thereby promote thei1· happiness and content
ment. 

XVI 

USE AND DEVELOP OUR NATURAL 
RESOURCES AND CONSERVE THEM 
FOR POSTERITY. THEY ARE THE IN -
ALIENABLE HERITAGE OF OUR PEO
PLE. DO NOT TRAFFIC WITH YOUR 
CITIZENSHIP. 

Real freedom must go hand in hand with 
economic prosperity. Our vast domain and 
natural resource's constitute the inalienable 
heritage of our people. 'We cannot alienate 
them. We are at most usufructuaries there
of ... They belong to the generations yet un
born . It is, therefore, our duty to conserve 
and develop. them. 

As early as February 7, 1781, a 'Spanish 
Governor.-General, . addressing the Sociedad 
E con6mica de Amigos del Pais which was or
ganized pursuanj; to ' a rural decree convok
ing local talent to devote themselves to the 
economic development of the Islands made 
the following glowing inventory of our re
sources: 

"Of what will the Society of Manila 
not be capable when it extends its glance 
over the pleasant fields of the Philippine~ 
to investigate the b!'auties which Nature 
has deposited in them; to' combine upon 
the important branches of agriculture, in
dustry and . commerce all that may ' lead 
to the advantageous establishment, and to 
save them from the chaos of poverty to 
which they are being reduced by alien 
commerce on the one hanll and by inac
tion and indolence on the other. Is the 
cause perchance, that the Philippines lack 
the raw materials ' to meet the necessities 
of life and all our supplies? Certainly 
not. The Philippines are rich in the three 
vegetables, animal and mineral kingdoms. 
They merely await the law of wise appli
cation in order to make delivery of the 
treasures they contain · in kind of clove, 
cinnamon, pepper, and nutmeg; in exqut~ 
site cotton, abaca, lanotan, tonduque for 
textiles; in indigo and bonga sibukaw 
dyes and other drugs; in rice, wheat, corn, 
kidney-bean and other grains; in abund
ant wax, cacao, S1:!,g'ar, tobacco, tea, coffee, 
edible birds nests, slug, coconut and sesame 
oil's; in abundant lumber for construction 
and other purposes; -in many precious 
pearls, mother-of-11earl, tortoise shells, si
gay or snails that serve as . coins in some 
kingdoms pf India; in amber, civet and 
many exquisite kinds of ' fishes; in domes
tic cattle, carabaos, cows, sheep, goats 
and horses, and also wild mountain game, 
as the wild boar and deer from which 
three trades are d~rived from their skins, 
beef and tendons; in many placers and 
mines of gold, copper and iron; in diverse 
medicinal plant's, resins, and gums used 
by us, our learning not having, up to the 
present, succeeded in investigating the en
tire riches and beauties of the Phil'ippines, 
for ladk of Natural · History." 

Nature has richly endowed our country in 
the '':ay of natural resources and wealth. 
Our principal• natural treasure vault is our 
wide expanse of fertile arable land without 
which the abundant agricultural products 
enumerated in the preceding description would 
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not be pos'sible. Opportunity for the culti
vation of numerous other plants and crops 
is unlimited. Later discoveries have also un
covered other underground riches with which · 
we have been lavished; in ·addition to gold, 
copper and iron, we also have marble, coal, 
chromite, miner.al oils, lead, zinc and man
ganese deposits. Our rivers and waterfalls 
ar~ potential sources of power with which 
to fumish us electricity and turn the wheels 
of our industry. AU these untold riches are 
ours to develop and exploit for ourselves and 
our children and our child~·en's children. And 
it is our duty both to our forefathers and 
our posterity to husband these resources with . 
that wi'Se end in view, and prevent their un
reasonable depletion either through wastage 
or through pilfering by aliens. 

Our natural ' resources al'e primarily fo11 
the Filipinos. Co1·poraUons or associations 
desiring to exploit or develop them must be 
characterized by citizenship to the extent of 
sixty per centum of Filipino capital. Alien 
individuals are prohibited from acquiring 
public and private agricultural land, except
ing with respect to the latter, in case's of 
hereditary succession. (Article XII, section 
5.) This proceeds from the fact that the 
government which we are establishing is in
tended for Filipinos. It is' designed to make 
them happy and progressive. This i'S sane 
nationalism and self-protection which every 
country of the world is practising today in 
the interest of self-preservation. 

The nationalization and conservation of 
our natural resources are of 1such vital im
portance that the fra~ers of our Constitu
tion devoted , the whole of its Article XII 
to this subject. ~ts ·first section provides 
that "All agricultural, timber, · and mineral 
lands of the public domain, waters, minerals, 
coal, petroleum, and other mineral oils, all 
forces of poten_tial .energy, and other natu
ral resources , of the Philipp_ines belong to 
the State, and their disposition, exploitation, 
development, or utilization shall be limited 
to citizens of the Philippines, or to corpora-

• 

tion~ or associations at least sixty per cen
tum of the capital of which is owned by 
such citizens, subject. to any existing right, 
grant, lease or concessi~ at the time ~ of 

the inauguration of the Government e'stab
lished under this Constitution. Natural re
sources with the exception of public agri
cultural land, shall not be alienated, and no 
license, concession, or lease fo1· the exploita
tion, development, or utilization of any of 
the natural re,sources shall be granted for a 
period exceeding twenty-five years, renewable 
for another twenty-five years, except as to 
water rights for irrigation, water supply, 
fisheries, or industrial uses other than the 
development of water power, in w!lich cases 
beneficial . use may be the measure and the 
limit of the grant." 

Because of the vital importance of · pre
serving our patrimony for. ourselves and 
our posterity, the National Assembly pass
ed Commonwealth Act No. 108 which was 
later amended by Coipmonwealth Act No.' 421, 
imposing severe penalties on acts of evasion 
of the constitutional and legal prov1s10ns on 
the nationalization of certain rights, fran
chises and privileges. It is not enough, how
ever, that we do not infringe the law in 
this regard; it is likewise our civic obli
gation to see that othe11 people do not vio
late the Jaw with impunity. 

We should subscribe to the following pro· 
fession of nationB.listic creed: ''I would 
rather live in a nipa shack whose owner
ship .I may not only boast but within whose 
four corners I may also ·enjoy the compan
ionship of my wife and children in the re
alization that its weather-beaten parts may 
some day be replaced by my progeny, or the 
fragile construction ent.irely demolished and 
a stronger and grander structure raised in 
its stead,-repaired .or demolished, as the 
case m"O' be, not by those who do not and 
cannot love it, but by those who have inher
ited it, who will cherish · its possession and 
will be determined to defend it as a priceles'il 
gift of . God." 
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