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What then is the solution? It is not merely to talk nor to criticize mor
to wove magic wands nor to damn the capitalists. The fact remains thot we
have very little weolth in the Philippines. We musl increase our wealth,
And we con do that only by increosing the productivity of our counhry which
is potentially rich but sodly underdeveloped and poorly organized.

In other words, let us talk less and work more. Then we can solve
our big problems.

If you hove only five mongos, you caon’t give one mango each to @
hundred men. The solution, obviously, is to produce 100 manges.

But, someone may ask, “How con we increase productivity?”’

Here are some specific suggestions:

1) Encourage our farmers to have guxiliary crops and home indus-
tries. Maeny of our formers work only three or four months a year in
planting and horvesting their single ¢rop, and have c¢ight months idle on
their honds. Neorly oll of them have ot least small pieces of land in
which they could grow suxiliory crops, reise chickens and pigs, etc. Help
them to do so.

2) Increose the number of ogricultural ond vocational schoofs. By
far, the greater part of our potential weaith today and for decades to come
lies in our ogriculture, If while they are young, boys and girls acquire
interest ond the know-how, then fewer of them will rush after white-.
collar jobs.

3) Encourage ond use all means, short of dictatarship, to lessen the
percentoge of young prople who ore c¢rowding our cities to ettain courses
that for them will be useless, thor will provide them with a diplame which,
g5 w2 hove said before, is nothing better then g certificate of unemployment.

4) Urge our legisiotors to improve credit focilities ond producers’ ond
morketing cooperotives to help our farmers to produce.

With these ond other means owr national productivity can increase
tremendously. Thus, we will have greater distribution of wealth; and thus,
our overage individual onnuol income will also increase.

MORE ON DIPLOMA MILLS

At the commencement exercises of the FEATI Tech., high school da-
sartment recently, Speaker Pro-tempere Domingo Veloso cited the following
totistics: For the lost seven years we hove graduated 54,353 elementary
school 1sochars compared to 6 ossocictes in industrial technology; 6,532 es-
cociotes in otts to 7 agricultural teachers; 4,000 pre-medic and pre-law
groduates to 3 in sociol edministration; 8.070 greductes in commerce, 2,870
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in lew, 2,084 pharmacists and 1,173 dentists to 136 in ogriculture and 49
n the four year course in indusirial techno'ogy.

This situction is hke a gigontic parasite sucking the life-blood of
the nation.

The economic life of our nation is primarily agriculture, Yet in the
above figures we see that in the lost seven years we have graduoted anly
seven agricultural teochers ond 136 bachelors of agriculture. At the same
time we hove turned out over 50,000 elementary school teachers ond over
2,000 ossociotes or bochelors in low and commerce,

Small wonder that our teochers ore starving. MNo ong is being tought
re till our fields.

Smoll wonder that our commerce groduates can find no jobs. There
is no business, ne commerce, becouse, like silly fools, we are neglecting the
gelden soil of our farms.

The government ond all public-spitited citizens must act, ond act
soon.

SENATOR OSIAS GETS MIXED UP

RecenHy Senator Osias, os chairmen of an educotional investigating
commission, released o blast ogoinst private schools. He enumerated many
glaring defects. It oll seemed very true, except for one slight mistoke,
He was mixed up in only one word. |f he ond his Senatoriel conferes had
substituted the werd public schools for privote schools, their criticisms would
hove been all too true,

What a comedy!

These men, Osios, Pecson, ToRade, and the other members of the Senate
Commission, ore government officials, and as such are lorgely responsible
for the disgraceful, badly run, incdequotely equipped government public
schoo! system. Nevertheless, they hove the calossal nerve to excoriate the
nrivate schools which, in the overoll picture, are doing so much to help
the educotionol situation in the Philippines.

We do not imply that o)l private scthools are perfect. In the columns
of the CROSS, we have in the post pointed out defects in our private schools.
Sut it is obsolutely unjust and unfair for our senate educational commission
to violently criticize the private schools while they studicusly avoid oll mention
of the widespread ond terrible evils of the public schools for which they as
government officials are responsible,

“FLORES DE MAYO” AND “SANTACRUZAN"

May. There is particular chorm at the mere mention of thot manth, It
recolls summer’s brightest flowers, windy doys with the scent of mango



