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READING TIME FOR YOUNG FOLKS

Dadoy and the Fat Dalag

By M. RANESES

He sat

ADOY was a lazy man.
D,in his house all day long and did
not go out to work. He depended upon
his sons and daughters for food and
clothing.

One afternoon Dadoy was alone at
his home. His children had been gone
since early morning. Dadoy was hun-
gry, so he was forced to go to a nearby
brook to try to catch a fish for his food.

When he arrived at the bank of the
brook, he saw a fat dalag.* He said,
“Dalag, I am glad you are here. I
shall catch you for my supper.”

* Dalng, ¢ Philippine fish used for food.

" home, cooked it, and ate it.

“Friend Dadoy,” said the dalag,
“don't catch me, for near my house
there is a large lobster. He is under a
hig stone in the brook and you can
catch him easily. Go and catch that
lobster for your supper, but don’t
catch me.”

Dadoy followed the advice of the fat
dalag. He went to the large stone in
thé brook, and carefully felt under it
with his hand. Sure enough, there
was a sleeping lobster under the stone,
and Dadoy caught him easily.

Dadoy was happy. Here was an ex-
cellent. supper. He took the lobster
When his
children arrived home, they saw the
lobster shell, and they wondered how
their lazy father had caught a lobster,
which evidently was a big one, judging
from the size of the shell.

Dadoy told his story. He told about
the fat dalag telling him to look under
a stone in order to catch a lobster.

From that time until now the Ne-
gritos catch a lobster by reaching for
it under a stone. If you ask them who
taught them how to catch’a lobster that
way, they will say, “The fat daleg of
the brook taught Dadoy, and we
learned it from him.”



