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The Case of JOSE AVELINO

By TIMOTEO L. ROBLES
Vice-President Negros Press Club, Bacolod City

The case of Jose Avelino is
the study of one vietimized
with blind vindictiveness by
two forces that grouped‘theu'
strength together to achieve a
common objective. It is a
knowa fact that were it not
for the unholy allianqe be-
tween the Quirino Liberals
and Nacionalistas in the Sen-
ate, Avelinp would still be the
most powerful figure in the
Philippines today. Within the
councils of the Liberal Par-
ty, hes logically the successor
of its founder, the late Pres-
ident Manuel A. Roxas.

AVELINO'S DOWNFALL
ONLY A SETBACK

To wreck Avelino poliﬁ;ical—
ly. six Liberal (Quirino) se-
nators aligned with the siX
Nacionalista senators. As the
titular head of his own party,
Pres. Quirino should not have
permitted connivance with
the Oppos:tion, It is clear that,
in his madness for reelection
and moved by the selfish de-
sire to eliminate a possible ri-
val for the Liberal Partyv
Convention, the President did
everything to down ‘Avelino.
The then Senate President,
ever popuiar within the party

ranks would defeat Quirino—

and Quirino knew it. Ten Li-

beral senators voted for Ave-]

iino, and only six were for

Quirino. In a Government in.

which the Liberal Party is in
power, and iten among the
sixteen Liberal senators re-
iterated their confidence in
the then Senate Prcsident
Avelino, the people’s vote of
confidence was expressed
thraugh their chosen repie
sentatives in the Senate. As
the campaign manager during
the 1946 elections that made
the late Roxas President, and
Quirino just came with the
Roxas landslide, Avelino had
proven himself a leader—the
maker of Presidents. If Qui-
rino is now the President of

the Philippines ~which came

by accident (upon the death
of his predecessor). hz could

not be the leader of the Fili-
pino people not_ unless he
could win the Presidency in
an election contest.
QUIRINO AND AVELINO
AS PARTY MEN
Pres. Quirino inherited the
titular leadership of the Li-
beral Party when Pres. Roxas
died. But ever since Roxas and
Avelino founded the Par.y in
1945 (Avelino has always
been tie president of this par-
ty. Avelino has proven him-
self a true Liberal ail the
time. On the other hand,
Quirino has shown very little
capacity of a just leadership
respousible to a political or-

Avelino is shown in this picture with the late President
Roxas and Maj. Gen. Eugene Eubank of the US Army.

ganization. On many occa-
sions, Quirino’s disloyalty to
his party was clearly shown
when he fraternized with the
Opposition (Nacionalistas)
Party. He appéinted Sen
ator Cabili, then a Naciona-
‘ista, to the Cabinet without
consulting first his folow Li-
berals. (Because of some op-
positions, however, Cabili did
noet land in the Cabinet—but
it is enough that Quirino. a
Liberal, launched an appoint-
ment of a Nacionalista sena-
tor). Quiring sanctioned the
fusion of his Party with the
Nacionalistas in the Senate,
which resulted -in the eleva-
tion of Minority (Sen. Diok-
no) to Acting Senat~ Pres-
idency. In one of his trips to

Mindanao, Quirino launched
his candidacy without the par-
ty coavention. Avelino on *he
other hand, remained faith-
ful aad loyal to the Party
Even the Party Headquar-
ters at Azcarraga, Marila.
used by the Roxas-Quirirno
campaign during the 1946
elections is what Aveling is
using now for his own head-
quarters — and it seems Qui-
rino does not coutest this oc-
cupnation by Avelino of Libe-
ral  Party Headquarters
chosen by the party founder.
President Roxas.

THE CASE AGAINST
AVELINO

One of the issues agaiost
the Nacionalista Party dur-
ing the 1946 elections was the
commission of grafts and cor-
ruption in the Government,
then headed by Pres. Osmeiia.
There were grafts in the dis-
tributions of the UNRRA
(Relief) goods. ECA., and
others. When Roxas became
President, so we hav: seen,
more grafts were commit-
ted_this time, in almost all
branches of the Government:
in surplus goods, in the PRA-
TRA, in immigration, in In-
lernal Revenue, ete. It would
seem that whoever is in power
there is always graft and cor-
ruption; this is unavoidable,

When Quirino and Avelino
parted ways, and the Liberal
Party was split, it is implied
that Avelino’s faction repre-
sented graft and corruption.
An injustice is done to Aveli-
no. Unproved charges were
instituted against him without
giving him a chance to defend
himself. This resulted in his
suspension as member of the
Senate. Well, Avelino, being
a good soldier, had to take it.
But, how about the cases
against Acting Senate Pres-
ident Cuenco and Senate
President Pro-tempore Ar-
ranz? Charges, more serious
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than those filed against Ave-
lino, were filed against these
gentlemen, why are they still
there? Why are not they re-
moved from their positions?
Why are they not sus-
pended. Like Avelino? Sen-
ators Cuenco and Arranz.
of course, happen to be Quiri-
no men—and that makes it
different. Avelino’s faction,
Quirinistas say, represent
graft; what do these Quirinis-
tas say about the activities of
their party’s campaign man-

ager, Speaker Perez,
everybody now knows is the
“Chinese immigration wi-
zard ?’

. Another case against Ave-
lino is that electoral frauds
during the elections of 1946
and 1947 were committed,
and Avelino, being the cam-
paign manager of the Liberal
Party during both elections,
so it is sazid, was responsible
for these frauds. To him, as
campaign manager. falls the
burden of beirg blamed for
whatever anomalies therc
had been. However, cominnm
sense tells us that Avelino,
like any other man, ecould
not have stayed in any onc
place at ‘the same time *o
direct polling placas and com-
mit frauds. If he ever did

in one place, then somebody
has to file charges agairst
him. We have Courts of .Juz-
tice. But—for the sake of ar
eument, let’s say, Avelino did
commit frauds durine iho-n
elections. then it would b»
just too bad for the Libera
Party, for we would have
right now a different set of
senators — all Nacionalistas.
To blame Avelino for elector-
al frauds in the last two elec-
tions. therefore, is a challenge
1o all the present Liberal
Party senators in not resign-
ing from their positions. If
they don’t resign, they Ye
lieve their electiong on the
level—and no fraud; and oo
we have no case against Ave-
lino on electoral frauds.
QUIRINO A FAILURE
After more thap a year in
office, Preshlent Quirino has
not come up to expec:ations.
Starting within his own party
where rifts among the leader:
mounted day by day, instead

who
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candidate of the ALP.

of disrouiaged.
magistracy of the land, Quiri-
no resolved to continue th:
program of his predeces-
gor’s administration, did Qui-
rino do it? For instance,
there i< the Huk problem. Ro-
xas outlawed the Huks; but
Quirino gave them Amnesty,
so confident the Huks won’t
bother anymore. Huk Supre-
mo Luis Tarue came down
from his mountain lair not as
a captured bandit but as a
hero: he was feted in the Pres-
ident’s  Dewey Boulevard
liome and at Malacaflan—then
he was seated as Congress-
man to enable him to collect
his salary. MTaruc is back to
the hills now. Had Quirino
followed Roxas policy on the
Huks—and that is to outlaw
them, there wouid be no
greater expansion of the dissi-
dent activities to many parts
of the country, because thase
would be checked up by the
law enforeing agencies of the
Foverrment. So peaceful the
country was with Quirino’s
Amnesty to the Huks, that
His Excellency never thought
the possibility of the Huk's
ambush of Mrs. Quezon’s
party. :

Tha present Administra.
tion is wusing Government
funds very extravagantly, and
in most cases, public money
is squandered and spent on
useless prcjects. The flocanos
have been reputed to be very
thrifty ; Pres. Quirino, how-
ever, is an exception. There is
that missuse of the so-callad
PACSA funds. Establish.

Avelino, left, and Vicente J. Francisco, Vice Presidential

to the chief ments of consulates and em-

bassies in places where there
are only a handful of Filipi-
nos residing is another un-
necessary extravagance of
this Government. That never-
to-be-forgotten Vigan junket
during which the Government
shouldered the expenses of
{ransporting hundreds of gov-
ernment officials, personal
friends. and even representa-
tives of foreign government in

Manila — there could be no
reasoa for such a junket
even if Quirino were Pres.
ident. Two other junkets to
the South, one to Mindanao
and another to the Bicol re-
gions, during which Quirino,
as ustial, took along a hig de-
legation, mostlv newspapsar.
men to accompanv him, were
made and the Government
spent a good amount of mo-
ney. because the President
had to charter a luxury liner
for such a big delegation. Nu-
rine late Pres. Quezon’s time.
and during the President’s
inspection trips to the South
Jie never wanted

chartered a
liner. The Government had
six Coas{ Guard Cutters.
aside from. the Presidential
yatch ‘““‘Casiana”. We have
still thece boats now. but the
thriftv Ilocann would 1ot have
anything to do with cheap
vessels. Besides. on ano-
ther purpose, by chartering
a luxurv liner which is owned
by a frierd in the Senate is
helping this friend bocost his
shipping business, The liner

never

S0 many f
people with his party, and he |
hixury |
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now is advertised as ‘“The

President’s Choice.”
Nepotism is rampant in the
‘present Quirino governmeadt.
‘His brother, Judge Antonin
‘Quirino was made the pur-
«chaser of an inferior quality
of Russian cement for the Ce.
bu Portland Cement Co. A re-
lative, a priest (Rev. Osmun-
do Calip) was sent to Hawaii,
at Government expense (the
Gov’t. spent P1,398.00 for the
air passage of the priest), the
purpose of which was only to
extend spiritual assistance to
Filipino laborers in Hawaii,
mostly Ilocanos; as if Hawaii
Filipinos are short of priests
among them. An Ilocano is
appointed to head the Bureau
of Library. Prospero Sanidad,
wio is not an engineer is the
(Continued on next page)
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big boss of all district engi-
neers in the country—he is
the Secretary of Public Works
and Communications: and he
is an Ilocano.

Then there is the now fa-
mous P5.000-bed, purchases
of costly furnitures for his
daughter and his son. Jf the
President spent his own mo-
ney for his children, it’s al-
right. But it’s the people’s
money that he is spending for
his family. Our past Prasi-
dents never did this More
abuses were made when Pres.
Quirino issued diplomatic
pass-porits to his friends and
relatives, mostly women, who
allegedly smugggled diamonds
into the country, thus de-
priving the Government of
a substantial revenue from
these luxuries. So terrible
was Quirino’s government
has been that the Congress
of the Philippines was com-
velled to do what this august
bodv never did before, to the
country’s thrée Presidents:
Ouezon Osmena Roxas. Qui-
rino is tthe first in the rank of
Philipoine Presidents to have
been IMPEACHED. It took
the Philippines onlv 14 years
what the United States of
America “accomnlished” in 89
vears. Since the American
Republic in 1776, only one
impeachment case asza.mst its
President was registered —
and that was Pres. Andrew
Jackson in 1865 Ip hoth im-
peachment cases however,
conviction never materialized
but it is enoueh that such a
move was made by the coun-
try’s law-making bodv that
found its own President guil.
tv of abuses of all kinds

THE NACIONALISTAS
MADE A MISTAKE

As gtated earlier in this ar-
ticle. President Quirino want-
ed the split of his own Libe.
»al Partv. Without the split
he could not continue in of-
fice. because he would lose to
Avelino in the nomination. 1*
they had teamed up, say Qui-
rino for President and Avel..
no for Viece-President. the Li
beral Partv is indeed impreg.
nable. Quirino would be
placed in an embarrassing no-
<ition when he loses in the
Convention. His choice was
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either to retire from hig of-
fice after his term expires,
thus ngmq way for Avelino:
or fight ig out with Avelino
but not through any Conven.
tion—but on some tactics. He
chose the later. Th.. result
now is, the split. Quirino
wanted this split.

The Nacionalistas, too
wante:l the spiit of 1Le Libe-
ral Party. Naturally, when it;
own house is intact it is a'-
ways 1 pleasure to see the
other house across the street
divided. The seemingly im
rregnable position of the Li
beral Pariy was the Opposi-
tion’s big problem, The split
of the Liberal Party becam:
a blessing to the Nacionalis-
tas. As a matter of fact the
Opposition helped a great
deal tc cause the split. Why
not? If the Nacionalistg did
not join with tthe Quirino T.i.
bera's, Avelino would not
have been out; and hence, na
split. That there is a sr)l'+
now, ‘the Nacionalistas have
better chances of winning in
this :lecticn. The Nacionalis-
tas made 2 mistake in accept
ing tire invitation of « LIBT-
RAL PRESIDENT to oust
Avelino, another Liberal.
Since its defeat to Roxa’s T.i-
beral Party in 1946, the Na.
cionalistas have been trying
the slow hard way to regain
nower. Ii has made wonder-
ful progress, hecause in th:z
1947 elections & Nacinnalista
Senater and Congressinen
were elected, But since the
Opposition’s econnivance with
a2 faction of the enemy Party
just to defeat the other fac.
tion, this Nacionalista Partv
is also GUILTY. However, I
could not blame the Naciona-
listag much. It wanted power
which it had missed for =0
long, and here was the chance
to get that power. The 1nfa-
mous entente e¢ordial hetween
the Quirinistas and the Ua.
cionalistas made some Opposi-
tion men become chairmen of
key Committees in *ne Sen
ate, and cther powerful posi.
tions. It made them obiain
good slices of the porkbarre!.
It made one of its member. 2«
already mentioned above, act-

ing Senate President, A
quick rise to power indeed,
rather than the honorable
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Before the split — Avelino, Quirino and Perez.

hard way.

Side by side with the Oppo-
sition’s guilt in helping effect
Quirino’s persecution of a
fellow Liberal, there is the
Nacionalista’s candidate for
the Fresidency, Dr. Jose P.
Laurel, who remains a con-
troversial figure. Personally,
I believe that collaboration as
an issue is already dead when
Roxas was elected in 1946.
and Camilo Osias was elected
Senator in 1947. As a matter
of fact, I hold my opinion
that Laurel did his best to
serve his country during those
dark days. Whoever was in
Laurel’s shoes during the oc.
cupation would probably have
done what Laurel did, T.au-
rel’s role to help the people
durinz the Occupation, how-
ever, did not do the people
any good. As an Administra-
tor Laurel] failed. He did not
nrevent the Japs from killing
and torturing innocent ner-
sons: he did not protest when

the Japanese confiscated Phil-

ippine Currency Notes and
put into circulation the Jap
Military Notes without funds:
he did not protest when the
Japs commandeered trucks,
hors2s. ard other personal
properties of Filipino indivi-
duals; he permitted the Japs
to monopohze all the rice sup-
ply awvay from the Filipino
produicers. There is an argu-
ment that Laurel under those
circumstances could not have
done otherwise. Then why

was he there in the Jap-
sponsored Philippine Repub-
lic, was he to help his people?
or the Japanese? If he truly
served the Dbegt interest of
the people, he should have
comvlained and protested
against injustices done by the
Japanese. If such protests
were rot heeded, then Laurel
should have done the next
best thing- resign from his
position under the Japs, and
went o the mountains to join
the guerrillas — then, he
woud have better served his
people. Laurel never resign-
2d; he never even complain-
ed. As tho leader of a peoyle,
therefore, Laurel is not, cap-
able; as an administrator, he
is a failure.

Furthermore, Laurel’s
name will always be synony-
mous with collaboration; his
name always stinks with all
the ills of the past. He is
hated by those who fought the
Japs. Those demonstrations
to him at Cebu City and in
Camarines prove that Laurel
never had the people’s con-
fidence in him. Laurel be-
longs to tthe past. He has had
his chance already wnd he did
not play his role well, Defi-
nitely, he is a has-been in the
Philippine politics. Besides.
the Filipino people would not
have anything #to do with
Laurel’s so-called “secret for-
mula”. What the country
needs today is a genuine,
consiructive, and open (and
not secret) formula of gov-
ernment administration.



