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Freemasonry is, in its method of
operation, a moral and spiritual edu-
cational institution, an<l as such has
much in common with temporal in-
stitutions of learning. Like them, it
has imposcd certain qualilications or
requirements for admiunance, such as
aptitude, lcarnmg capacity, and the
prior possession  of certain  basic
knowledge. Like them also, we ad-
vance our students through progres-
sive grades or classes which we call
degrecs,

Just as the best educational insti-
tutions olten fail 1o produce the de-
sired results, so Freemasonry, [or all
our elforts and notwithstanding all
our precautions, [requently [ails to
irain initiates into adepts or to pro-
duce true Masons from those accept-
ed Tor membership.

The greatest universities may grad-
uate no more than half of those who
matriculate.  Somctimes no  more
than a very small percentage ol grad-
wates attain even muimal success 1n
the art or science for which they
were presumably  oained,  Freema-
sons, enjoying a much greater propor-
nonate achievement in their educa-
vonal aims, necd not be disheartened
by occasional failure nor should the
Cratt be criticized for the presence
of a tew unworthy men in its ranks.

Just as there e men who remain
ignorant in spite ol long schooling
while others become  learned  who
have never attended any school, so
there are Masons who may never
even have heard of our institution
andd other possessing credentials who
are by no means (rue Masons,  For-
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tunately, both of these are rare cx-
ceplions,

It is a terrible cthing to be under
obligation to the profanc, but it
would be the greatest misfortune to
deprive ourselves of assoctation in
Freemasonry with true adepts, men
of wisdom, goodness, and intellect.

The greatest boon o mankind i
wisdom, which, although not synony
mous with intelligence, is not entire-
ly separable from it.  Neither is
schooling to be  confounded with
lcarning nor learning with knowl-
edge with wisdom: cach has its place
and function,

One mav have years of schooling
and be invested with other scholas-
tice honors, yet remain cssentially
ignorant.  One may be able o re-
cite from mamory an entive lexicon
ol scienulic terms without cver be-
coming a scientist,  HMe may be able
to pronotnce, spell and define en
thowsand English words, vet be un-
able to speak or understand a single
intelligible sentence in (he English
Language.

We are olten told that Solemon
prayed [ov and was granted wisdom,
but we read in the tenth verse of the
second chapter of Second Chronicles
that Solomon prayed for wisdom and
knowledge.  He must already have
been excecdingly wise 10 have made
such a request, {or he evidently un-
derstood  the great tvuth  that  al-
though knowledge without wisdom
is dangerows, wisdom without knowl-
cdge is weak and ineffectual.  One
is a ool without a master, but the
other is the master wuh no working
100ls.
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