B How &isdmnaln information bock began sod

THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA

Four times has the whole
LRI T
n t has su
du[enm:ﬁwwmlﬂl' includ-
ing Sears, Roebuck and Com-
pany twice. It has been ac
cused of English bias, Am-
erican bias, heresy, and anti.
and pro.Catholicism. Two
{ull-length books have been
blished to denounce it
ring the ‘o\;holc of j:im
six-year ,  two nt
opﬁctmp“baulod through

courts ahd lawyers,
The opaedia Britan-
nica will years old

this year. It first appeared
in December, 1768 in Edin.
burgh, Scotland, esented
an ambitious wun :nn:ﬁ
even though it was a

compared with the
hundred pounds of know-
ledge which is the current
edition, It was the first of
100 installments to be
brought out weekly, priced
at si , and designed to
be bound evenually into
three volumes,

The founders were Colin
Macfarqubar, a professional
printer, and Andrew Bell, al-
ready a noted engraver al-
though he mlonly 1‘%‘; tall
and grotesquely miss
The two men needed anpe:lln:
tor, and they picked 28-year-
old William Smellie, a prin-
ter whose parents had want-
ed him w0 be a corsetmaker.
Smellie was paid a mere 200

for his three years
of work, which included writ.
ing the bulk of the three
million words in 2,689 pages.
Where inspiration failed, he
cribbed frecly from Benjamin
Franklin, Hume, Locke, Vol
taire, and Johnson. Later in
life, he proudly told how
he'd done the job: “with
pastepot and scissors.”

The second edition was
edited by James Tytler, who
had dabbled in the profes
sions of the church and me-
dicine and spent quite some
time in a debtors' sanctuary,
plus a good deal more in
any tavern where he could
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t credit. His hobby was
ﬁllooning. and he made the
firse successful hotair flight
in Britain, Despite his fail-
ings and eccentricities, he
was a brilliant editor and a
fluent and facile writer,

The Britgnnica grew fast,
The first edition sold some
3,000 ies.  Twentysix

later, the 18 volumes
of the third edition needed
a printing of 13,000 although
the proprietors had to wait
for profit from Volume I to
finance the wrid and
printing of Volume 1L

Americans could get the
Britannica cheaper than the
British, for as each new pan
appeared in Edinburgh, a
copy was brought and put
aboard a fast ship. Some-
times proof sheets were sto-
len. course, the dedica.
tion t0 George III and the
title word “Britannica” were
removed, and engravers subs-
tituted their own signatures
for Bell's. The pirated set
sold for a third of the cost
of a genuine work, and hun-
dreds of thousands were pur-
chased, George Washinglon
tried to win a set in a lot-
tery, failed, and paid $6 to
buy one.
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Financial ms had
been hgulr:bk successive
owners for when an
aggressive, walrusmoustached
American called Horace Hoo-

r:: leased the selling rights
the Britannica and ap-
the London Times

(which w: also m:. insol-
vency) with 2 curiously un-
iti ition, "l'bc
Times was to be paid for
running several hundred co-
lumns of flamboyant er:c‘;w:l“
tisi offering the o
pedmi? at a nuc"axly 60 percent
price reduction, and keeping
each oneguinea down pay-
ment as commisslon. A cau-
tious 800 copies were re
printed, but two months af
ter the start of the cam-
paign, sales had reached
4,500, Although the pur.
chasers of the cheap sets
were delighted with their
bargains, there was much
displeasure among traditional
readers of the dignified
Times, many of whom had
rchased their encyclepedias
or the full price with no
nonsense, A retired member
of parliament wrote to Hoo-
per: “You have made a
damnable hubhub, Sir, and
an assault on my privicy
with your American tactics.
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Undeterred, Hooper and the
Times sold 100,000 Britan-
nica sets in 10 years,

During the campaign,
Hooper bought the whole
concern, and before long the
encyclopedia was being pro-
dug:! and edited in Amer-
ica, 1o the lasting horror ol
Britsh users. But worse was
to come: In 1920 Hooper
sold ocut for more than a
million dollars 10 Sears, Roe-
buck, who doubtless thought
that reference books would
be as epsily sold as gingham
dresses,

Sears lost $1,800,000 with.
in three years, sold the [irm
to Hooper's widow and her
brother, then bought it back

in. Two days after Pearl
arbor, the board chairman
of Sears was lunching with
William Benton, advertising
execative and vice-president
of the University of Chicago,
“Bill,” he said, “I'll give you
the Britannica.” After a
year of negotiations, Benton,
who f[ailed to interest the
university in acquiring full
ownership, acquired the com-
under an arrangement
that was to earn more than
$30 million in royalties for
the university,
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For those who wonder

how the present 28,000-page
work com with Wililam
Smellie’s paperback, E. B,

published [ast November an
exact facsimile of the firm
edition. It reads as a curious
mixture of dictionary, ga-
zeteeer, and  dodtyourself
manual. That first edition
had 14 pages om “Electri-
city,” a century before Edi-
won made his lamp work.
Smellie seemed uncerwuain if
Galifornia  (sic), "a large
country of the West Indies”
was an island or a i .
Virginia “may be extended
vestwards as far as we think
fic” Andrew Bell's 160 cop
perplate engravings were ex-
quisite; obviously he chose
not subj that needed il-
lustration, but those that
would be fun to do. Only
six sets of the first edidon
are known to survive com-
plete, for the 40-page article
on “midwifery” was so real.
istically  illustrated chat

Il is said to have
ordered the offensive matier
torn out,

New delights are found in
every edition. “Balloon Ty
tler,” in the second edition,
wrote a id article on
flying in which he suggested
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that it would soon be as
common for 2 man o call
for his wings as for his
boots. The ninth, nick-
named "“The Scholars” Edi-
tion,” is still considered by
some connoisscurs to be un-
. All sorts of fa
miliar names spring up from
the lists of contributors:
Presidents Herbert Hoover
and John F. Kennedy: Ma.
caulay, whose articles on Dr.
ohnson, Goldsmith, and
ohn Bunyan appeared until
recent editions; Houdini,
who contributed on conjur-
ing: Sir Walter Scott, on
drama Gene Tunney, on
boxing: Lawrence of Arabia,
on rrilla  warfare; Or
ville Wright, on his brother
Wilbur. There are now
more than 10,000 contribu.
tors, and the editor has a
anent staff of more than
to help him keep track

of who is doing what.

Hundreds of articles must
be revised amnually. One
literally earthshaking event
caused last-minute revision
in dozens of articdles; enor-
:i” uakes under the

malayas altered the lengths
of dozens of rivers, even the
heights of mountains.
George VI's death entailed a

Decesorn 1668

staggeri number of revi.
sions. ot only had there
to be an article on the new

ueen; every mention of
o s Counsel,” "King’s
Cup,” “God Save the King,”
and dozens of unindexed
“Kings" had to be ¢h d.
Warst of all, the Queen Eli-
zabeth who died in 1603 had
to have a Roman "I" squeez-
ed in after her name in 40
articles. The first use of the
atom bomb necessitated an
examination of 500 articles
from "“Alchemy"” to “Ura
nium."

The editors compromise
between British and Ameri

can  spellings. “Honour,
‘(":bour." and so om uta‘;:\

" except in s -
cally American rd«p:tctm

o e Bepp e
A it “ph"

m in words like "sul-
fur.” “E ia” firm.
ly retains the “ae" dishA
thong. The only visible dif-
ference between the two
countries’ editions is on the
dedication page; in the Bri.
tish printing the rei
monarch comes before the
American president.

The Britannica has had iu

share of critichm. In 1917,
Willard Huntington Wright's
1



book Misinforming a Nation
accused it of being "bour-

is, evangelical, chauvinis-
l‘fc‘.’ dmortl‘gd and unfair.”
Much later, physicist Harvey
Einbinder spent five years in-
vestigating many editions be.
fore he published Myth of
the Britannica in 1965. He

criticized the Britannice’s
factual mw.nce of mmry
legcnds

tree; Paul Re-

evma ride to Concord; and
the antiquity of Paul Bun-
yan, who was, says Einbin.
dexr, created by an imagina-
tive adman in 1914, (Al
three items have now been
corrected.)

Russians, Americans, Ma.
layans, and British have call-
ed the Britannica an anti.
Russian, anti-American, anti-
Malayan, and anti-British,
respectively.  The btg;w
complaint of all, 2s might
be expected, has been on

topic of religion. A
last once, the author of an
article has been formally ac-
cused of heresy.

Small inaccuracies of fact
are frequently spotted by
the exrmx. and  gratefully
acknowledged by the editor.
A date miscopied, a misprint
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of “not" for "now,” could
wreak havoc on someone's
Ph.D, thesis

Quite  often, someome
writes into claim that he is

the first person to have read
a set nght throu (which
no modern EB. editor

claims). As far as is known,
the speed record is held
a retired minister, who
three years. Only one man
claims to have read it twice
— CS. Forester, creator of
Hornblower, who read two
different editions. Perhaps
no life has been more
changed by gemul of the
Britannica, owever,
that of a bookbinder's enf
ntice who in the Yy
8005 (hamddto read oa‘ne
loose pages a imitive
article on e!ccrricitg.' His
name was Michael Faraday.

Sets have been delivered in
crates on the heads of Afri
can rs, along :
lian tracks by wheelbarrow,
by camel through the Middie
Exst. When Sir Emest
Shackleton’s ship was crush.
ed and abandoned in An-
tarctic ice in 1915, he and
his men salvaged a volume
of the Britanmica. His diary
records his reading of “As-
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syria” and “Babylon" bdon
the work was finally

use for smoking, ltghung
fires, and other immediate

needs,

Today, in all free coun-
tries of the world, some
5,000 men and women are
constantly at work to push
with all deliberate gentieness,
the 36 million words that
can, so it has been said,
constitute “a man's sole li

" E. B. men carefully
guard the figures, but indus-
try sources estimate the print
fi at well in excess of
100,000 sets a year, 20 per-

cent  exported, with Japan
alone taking much of this,

The small paperback wen-
ture of 1768 has become,
apart from governments, the
world's biﬁi publisher of
lurdlnck ks.  Although

Mrcdtu ownership,
edmng. printing are now
set in Chicago, it has this
year ttmwed one of its old
links. The new editorin
chief, Sir William Haley, was
for 14 years editor of the
London Times. - By J. A.

JUDGE'S QUALITIES

Four things belong t a judge; to hear cour
teously, to answer wisely, to consider soberly, and

to decide impartially.

Maxtone Graham in the
Think.
— Socrates
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