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FROM GOVERNOR DAVIS’S 
INAUGURAL SPEECH

{Manila, July 8, 1929)

“I regard this warm welcome as a happy augury of that close, cordial 
and constructive cooperation under the organic law which I hope will be 
the keynote of my administration, a cooperation with your political, busi-
ness, journalistic and spiritual leaders for the sole purpose of promoting 
the welfare of all your people. . . . Were I merely to give expression to my 
personal gratification at such a cordial reception you might well feel that 
I had missed the broader significance of this occasion, had failed to sense its 
unmistakable evidence of the friendship on the part of the people of the 
Philippine Islands for the people of the United States.

“. . . Determination of the political future of the islands does not 
come within the province of the governor general. However, problems 
directly affecting the foundations upon which that political future must 
rest do confront us for solution. If these foundations are not strongly and 
firmly built, any structure of government, no matter what its character, 
will inevitably fail.

“One of the conerstones of the foundation of any government is the 
honesty of its officials. Public office, it cannot be repeated too often, is a 
public trust. Dishonesty among public servants must be fearlessly sup-
pressed. If it is not detected and punished it spreads insidiously through-
out the whole service and corrupts those who condone it as well as those 
who connive at it, and it dissipates the public moneys so seriously needed 
for essential improvements. The public official who betrays his trust is 
not only unfaithful to those who honor him by election or appointment to 
office; he is faithless to the children who must grow up without educational 
opportunities, due to the lack of revenues, to the sick who cannot get hos-
pital treatment, to the unfortunates in eleemosynary institutions, and to 
all of the people who benefit by the public improvements vital to their 
welfare. The responsibility for the elimination of dishonesty from the 
government rests not only upon your officials but also upon the people 
who themselves are the principal sufferers. If public opinion demands 
honesty, it will get honesty. If it condones dishonesty, it will get dis-
honesty. I confidently rely upon the support of the press and the public 
in the insistence that public officials be faithful to their trust.

“Closely related to this subject is the most effective use of the available 
revenues. Efficient economy must be exercised in every department of 
the government. I assume that it is being practised today. I am confident 
that every administrative official will cooperate to this end. If any official 
is unable or unwilling to do so he should and promptly will be replaced.”
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