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The ceondition is recent, but now
constant; it reveals the city’s growth,

Instance the run of One Hundred
Men and « Girl at the new Lyrie,
where on Sunday, October 31, it gros-
sed the biggest take the Lyrie ever
had in one day. When patrons tele-
phoned inguiring for seats anywhere
in the house, even every loge seat was
taken. Now here is the more as-
tonishing part. The next day was
All Saints Day, with Rizal Avenue
made a one-way thoroughfare for
the nonce and everyone in Manilza,
judeging from the traffic, bound to
the cemeteries for the night. This
chance was chosen for getting into
the Lyric to hear Deanna Durbin
sing and watch Stokowski conduct.
Amazingly, All Saints Day was
no competition—downstairs all the
standing room was sold out and up-
stairs not six seats were to be had
for the seven o'clock show: and at
nine o'clock the jam was still for-
bidding.

Manila badly needs another large
downtown theater at least, perhaps
a first-rate airconditioned second-
run place somewhere on Rizal Avenue
this side of Azearraga. We may re-
turn to this general subject later. [t
is well worth following up. Perhaps

» campaign of some sort is in order,
a preliminary to which ought to be
an ironclad pledge from lumber sup-
pliers not to up prices while the
movement is on. Say, in a word, a
bit of social justice for the man who
owns a lot and is willing fo risk it
for the price of a rentable house.

Buttons!

ThETE is an American investment of about
$125,000 in fixed assets of the Philippine
Button Corporation of which John L. Head-
ington, treasurer of the Chamber of Com-
merce, is the vice president and manager.
The investment includes premises, build-
ings, machinery, tools, implements and
equipment. Normally 300 workmen, many
of whom are skilled, are employed, and
106G women. All receive living wages,
niedical and dental ecare and necessary
hospitalization. The company manufac-
tures for its New York Sales Office, and
does 2/3 of the Philippine manufacturing
of pearl buttons from the shell gathered
{rom Philippine coastal waters.

Shell used in 1936 cost P184,569; other
expenses chiefly labor summed P142,331,
the whole expense being P326,900. Ship-
ments to the home office in 1936 summed
430,028 gross valued at P272,463. From
1931 to 1937 it is shown that the average
invoice price per gross was 66-6/10 centa-
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vos, and the average diameter of the but-
tons 16 lines. The U. §. tariff is 1%
cents per line per gross, plus 256% ad
valorem. On this company's produet as
now runhing during a typical period, what
the U. 5. full duty would be can be drawn
from these data, also the partial duties:
59 of full in 1941, 10% in 1942, 15 in
1943, 20% in 1944, 25% in 1945, and the
full duty after termination of the Common-
wealth in 1946 unless intervening con-
gressional action effects a change.

The full U. 8. duty would be 72-65/100
centavos, 1099% of the pnresent total cost.
Had the duty been apnlicable from 1931
tn 1837, “we would have been compelled,”
says Headington, to pay P22346477 on
72,152,731 worth of buttons which pavment
would have been absolutely impossible at
any time during that period.” It is alse
cited that the buttons are made of ocean
pearl exclusively, that the output is too
small in the American market to raise
ohjections from American manufacturers
in the United States, and the cost too great
t~ admit of undercutting such manufae-
turers even were the company disposed to
do so. Headington concludes that the in-
dustry can’t withstand the full U. 8. dutv,
or the partial duties. It is apparent that
this is true, and further. therefore, that
remedial congressional action is advised by
governing circumstances so cogently pres-
ented as to require no elucidation. Mean-
ing nothing to the United States, it is
nevertheless important to the Philippines
that sueh an industry be exempted from
the annihilatory provisions of the Tydings-
McDuffie act.
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Today—throughout the Philip-
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Products are accepted as the recognized standard.
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