OFFICIAL SECTION

GRAND LLODGE
ol
FRELE AND ACCYPTED MASONS
ol the
Philippines

August 30, 1960

MEMORANDUNM TO:

All Lodges under the Juvisdiction ol
Philippincs

Greeting:

The Freemasons' Educational Bhul-
letin relative to stabilizing the sup-
poit ol our public schaols 15 svli-
explanatory,

It is abundantly tlear that unless
our public schools have the proper [i-
nancial support, it will not be possible
to maintain cllicient standards 1n our
clemenvary and high school work.

It is suggested that the contents of
this Lulletin be discussed thoroughly
at one ol your statal meetings.

[Lis of utmost importance that 1he
parents ol our public schools be con-
vinced that addivonal {inancial sup-
port of our schools be made available,
HHowever, it 15 believed that in discus-
sing this matter with the parents of
the public schiool children, it miglht
be more elective w work as imdivid-
wals who are inerested i communiy
wellare particularly in having our
public schools, recieve adequate (in-
aneial support.

{(Sgd) LUTHLR B. BEWIEY
Grand Master

To afl Secretaries of Scottish Rite
Bodies and l.odges of Perfection:
Grecrings:

The Supreme Council of the Thir-
ty-third and Last Degree, Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemason-
ry of the Republic of the Philippines
[ully subscribes ta the principle of the
public educational system guaranteed
by owr Constitution. It is realized,
however, that the public educational
system of our government has been
carricd on under dilficalties due o
unstabilized financing as evidenced
by recurring annual school problems.

Your Supreme Council, jomitly with
the Grand Lodpe of Free and Accepi-
ed Masons of the Philippines. launch-
cd o campaign o obtain a swong sup-
port from the public to the end that
appropriate legislation might be en-
acted which will establish a public
school Tund on more stabilized basis,

The Freemasons” Educational Bul-
letin. o monthly  enterprise of the
Grand Lodge and the Supreme Coun-
cil 339 will underiake the dissemina-
tion of imformation that is cilculaed
to focus public attention on the need
of a stabtlized Timancng program that
will sinject life mto omr pubhic school
system. A Innited supply ol this bul-
letin s being sent to vou with the
request  that the sane he  passed
oul among your members 1o obtiun
maximum resalts, On al! accisiony,
partcularly during vour stated meer-
ings, the subject of this  bulletin
should be Tully discussed, and elforts
should be made to enlist the interest
ol local civic organizations on  the
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specilic neels and problems of the
schools. It is clesired that the month-
ly Bulletins be translated into local
vernaculars to enable the common
people to understand [ully their con-
tents.

Your [ull support and cooperation
in making possible the success ol this
undertaking will be greatly appreciat-
cd.

Sicerely and [raternally yours,

(Sgud.) CONRADO BENITEZ, 33°
Acung Sovercign Grand Comminder
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PLEADING FOR COOPLERATION

Greevings!

Deeply concerned over the down-
grading ol our public schools, which
cannot Tunction as a wuly [ree and
democratie system [or the proper edu-
cation and traimmg ol our vouth,
largely due to inadequate linancial
suppaor(, the Grand T.odge of Free and
Accepted Masons ol the Philippines
and the Supreme Couneil of the Thir-
ty-thurd and Last Degree, Ancient and
Accepted Seottish Rile of Freemason-
v ool the Republic of the Philippines
have Lrunched jointly an educational
program for the purpose of arousing
public opinmion and interest Lo im-
prove the scmdards of the public
ovinion and interest o improve 'he
stindards of the pablic schools by
providing them with suflicient and
stable means ol Tencing. Te s hoped
that fall cooperation of the members
ot the [ratemity will be given this
program, adopting such measures as

cilic needs and

schools.

3. Promote campaigns among civic
leaders and enlightened  citizens ol
the communities 1o initiate move-
ments petitioning Congress to meet
squarely the yearly financial dilficul-
ties ol the public schools.

problems ol the

4. Translawe into local vernaculars
the contents of the Freemasons LEdu-
cational Bulletin, the organ ol the
Joint Educational Program, and pub-
lish same in the provincial or com-
munity papers.

The support and conperation ol
the brethren in every Lodge will en-
hance the aim of this joint education.
al program.

ACTION COMMITTEL

——0=—

I. COORDINATING COMMITTLE

1. Bro. Weaner P. Schetclig,
Chatrman

2. Bro. Federico Piedad, Secretary

3. Bro. Venancio Trinidad, Ednca-
ttonal Consultant and Writer

4. Bro. TLuther B. Bewley, Member

5. Bro. Conrado Beniles, Member

6. Bro. Camilo Osias, Aember

7. Bro. Howard R. Hick, Member

B. Bro. Henry Gilhouser, Member

. Bro. Domingo C. Bascara, ”

10. Bro. Vicente Garcaia, Chatrnan,

PROGRAMMING AND
PLANNING

the lollowing: 1. Bro. Vicente Gar}:in, Chairman
' ‘ 2. Bro. Isayas Garcia, Secretary
I. Form Lodge commitiees to cary 8, Bro. Jose C. Velo, Member
on the program in the community. 4. Bro. Federico Picdad, Member
2. Discuss in stated meetings anil 5. Bro. Manuel C. Gaicia, Member
with local civic organizations the spe- 6. Bro. Venancio Trinidad, Member
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I[I. ACTION COMMITTEE

. Elementary und Secondary

Education —

(1) Bro. Estnislan R. Lopez,
Charrman

(2) Bro. Luther B. Bewley,
Member

(5) Bro. Avtemio €. Vizconde,

Membey

2. School Finance —
() Stabilisation and Equalizing
ol School Fund (Foundation

Program)

(b) Financing ol Masomic Projects

Bro. Domingo C. Bascara,
Chaitrman

Bro. Santiago Dumlao,
Member

Bro. Estamislan R. Topez
Member

Bro. Venandio Trimidal,
Member

Bra. Federico Piedad,
Member

3. Textbooks and other Reading

Matters —
Bro. Juan B. Gonzaga,
Chatrman
Bro. Michael Goldenbery,

Member

Bro. Manuel €. Garaa,
Memmber

Bro. Florencio Tlagan,
Member

Bro. Rex D. Drilon,

4. Relrgians Instriction in the

Public Schools —
Bro. Gumernsindo Garcia,
Charrman
Bio. Eorique D, Tayag
AMember

Bro. Fructuoso Balquicdra,

Member

Bro. Macario Navia
Member

Bro. Sesenio Rivera,
Member

OFFICIAL SECTION

5. Communily Education and Lit-
eracy (fural Problems) —
Bro. Federico Piedad,

Chatrman

Bro. Juan S. Alano,
Member

Bro. Artemio C. Vizconde,
Member

Bro. Francisco C. Panganiban
Member

Bro. Roman Lorenzo,
Member

Dro. Vicente Garcia,
Aember

6. Tocatronal Education —

Bro. Luis F. Reyes,
Chatyman

Biro. Romulo R. Mendoza,
Member

Bro. T'eodoro V. Santos,
Member

Bro. Fructuoso Balgquiedra,
Member

7. 1higher Education —
Bro. Sinloroso Padilla,
Chatrman
Bro. Manuel C. Garcia,
Member
Bro. N. B. Melocoton
Alember

S, PPublic Relations —
Bro. Howard K. Hick,
Chatrman
Bro. Sawarnino Davel,
Member
Bro. Isteban Munriz,
Member
Bro. Jose J. de¢ Guzman,
Member
Bro. Lucio R. Ildelonso,
Member

O Fducational Enfighienment
Against Communist {nfiltration

Bro. Vicente Orosa,
Chatrman
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Bro.

Bro.

Bro.

Bro.

Bro.

Bro.

William B. Quasha,
Member

Cecilio Putong,
Member

Gregorio Robles,
Membey

Mariano Q. Tinio,
Member

Ildclonso S. Reyes,
Member

Mamerto Ventura,
Member

10. Educational Leaflet Series —
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Organ of the Joint Educational

Progmm —

Bro.

Bro.

Bro.
Bro.

Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.

Bro.

Venancio Trinidad,
Chatrman

Jose T. Enriquey,
AMember

Manuel C. Garcia,
Federico Piedad,
Contributor
Vicente Garcia,
Contributor

Luis F. Reyes
Member

Luther B, Bewley,
Member

Venancio Trinidad,
Member

Estanislaec R. Lopez,
Member

Federico Piedad,
Member

Howard R. Hick.-
Member

Teodoro V. Sanlns
Member

Domingo C. Bascara,

Member

Vicente Garcia,
AMember

Werner P. Schetelig
Ex-officio

THE CABLE TOW

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The most obstinate percnnial prob-
lem of education in the Philippines
today is the stabilization »f the finan-
cial support of our public schools.
For the solution of this problem,
proposals are not wanting.

It is recalled that about 1en years
ago, as a result of a nationwide survey
of our education system by a Joinl
legislative Committee. that commit-
tece embodied in its report a num-
ber ol proposals calculated to place
the school system on a stable {inancial
basis.  Almost  simultancously
similar swvey was undertaken by a
UNESCO survey mission. The mis-
sion likewise found that the [unda-
mental problem of education in the
Philippines 15 how 1o stabilize the-
[tnancial support of the svstem.

To implement  ats  recommenda-
tions, the UNESCO mission sent 1o
the Philippines Dr. Gavee Morrison,
an outstandling  American authoriy
nn schaol linancing to work out o
concrete proposal [or the considera.
uon of the authorities concerned: Dr.
perintendent Fructuoso Yanson and
Dr. Pedro Guiang ,now assistant diree-
tor of the Bureau ol Public Schoals,
evolved a plan which is now known ay
the Foundaton Program. The pro-
gram was submitted 10 congress in the
form of a bill was taken upon it con-
sideration, but no action was taken
upon it. When the Board of National
Education was organized it up-dated
the Foundation Program and re-sub-
mitted it o Congress [or action, but
no acuon on any of the [oregoing pro-
posals was taken.

In 1955 the late President Magsay-
say, perturbed by the vexing peren-
nial problem, created a special com-
mittec headed by the then Secretary
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